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REPORT. 


BY  THE  LORDS  COMMITTEES  appointed  a Select 
Committee  to  investigate  and  report  upon  all  the  Allega- 
tions and  Charges  contained  in  the  Petition  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  of  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon, 
complaining  of  the  Management  and  Misconduct  of  the  late 
Vice-Guardians  of  the  said  Union;  and  to  whom  were  referred 
certain  Correspondence  and  Papers  relating  to  the  Union 
of  Carrick-on-Shannon  : — 


ORDERED  TO  REPORT, 


That  the  Committee  have  met,  and  considered  the  subject-matter  to  them 
referred,  and  have  examined  several  witnesses  and  much  documentary  evidence 
on  the  general  charges  brought  against  the  administration  of  the  Vice-Guardians 
as  well  as  on  the  more  special  accusation  preferred  against  a Temporary  Inspector 
long  entrusted  with  the  supervision  of  the  Union.  In  both  portions  of  the 
investigation  the  Committee  have  met  with  conflicting  evidence  ; nor  have  their 
difficulties  been  wholly  removed  by  the  voluminous  reports  to  be  found  in  the 
Appendix.  Even  m this  documentary  evidence  much  inconsistency  prevails. 

It  will  render  their  subsequent  observations  more  clear  if  the  Committee  give 
a short  statement  of  the  successive  changes  of  management  which  have  taken 
place  m tile  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon ; the  names  of  the  principal  Officers 
appointed  to  the  Union,  and  the  dates  of  their  appointments.  The  period  to 
which  the  evidence  applies  is  from  the  appointment  of  Captain  Wynne  as  Tempo 
rary  Inspector  to  the  date  of  the  Petition  referred  to  the  Committee,  and  it  may 
be  divided  as  follows  : 3 


1.  From  17  November  1847  to  21  January  1848  the  Union  was  adminis- 

tered by  Local  Guardians,  acting  in  conjunction  with  Captain  Wynne 
as  Temporary  Inspector.  J ’ 

2.  From  January  1848  to  1 November  1849  the  administration  of  the  paid 

or  Vice-Guardians,  acting  with  the  Temporary  Inspectors,  Captains 
Wynne  and  Haymes. 

3.  From  1 November  1849  to  March  1850  the  Union  being  placed 

under  Local  Guardians,  acting  with  Captain  Haymes  as  Temporary 
Inspector. 
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The  names  of  the  Officers  and  dates  of  their  appointment  are  as  follow  : 
Vice-Guardians  : 


NAMES. 

Dates  of  Appointment. 

Messrs.  Duncan  and  O’Reilly  - 

21  January  1848. 

„ Spratt  and  Robinson  - 

January  1849. 

„ Mortimer  and  Robinson 

February  1849. 

Inspecting  Officers  : 


NAMES. 

Dates  of  Appointment. 

Captain  Edward  Wynne,  Tem- 
porary Inspector. 

17  November  1847  to  1 October  1849. 

Captain  Haymes,  Temporary 
Inspector. 

1 October  1849  to  the  present  time. 

J.  W.  Flanagan,  Esq.,  District 
Inspector. 

1 August  1847  to  August  1849. 

Colonel  Clarke,  District  Inspec- 
tor. 

September  1849  to  the  present  time. 

In  considering  the  evidence,  it  will  he  necessary  constantly  to  bear  in  mind 
the  distinction  that  exists  between  the  paid  and  unpaid  Guardians,  the  peculiar 
functions  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  as  well  as  the  responsibility  under  which  they 
act.  They  are  not  elected  by  the  rate-payers,  nor  are  they  in  any  way  answerable 
to  them.  They  are  not  connected  by  property,  nor  yet  by  any  permanent  office, 
with  the  district  to  which  they  are  appointed.  Nominated  by  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  they  should,  be  selected  from  qualifi- 
cations of  experience,  knowledge  and  character  fitting  them  for  their  duties. 
Salaried  officers,  and  without  conflicting  obligations,  they  are  called  on  to 
devote  their  time  and  attention  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law.  They 
are  entrusted  with  an  unlimited  power  of  imposing  and  of  levying  rates  ; they 
may  appoint  and  remove  all  officers  in  the  same  manner  with  the  ex-officio  and 
elected  Guardians.  N ominees  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  it  is  to  be  imagined 
that  their  representations  and  reports  to  the  central  authority  merit,  and  re- 
ceive, early  and  serious  attention.  In  the  case  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  as  well 
as  in  other  distressed  Unions,  very  large  sums  of  public  iponey  were  placed  at 
the  control  of  the  Vice-Guardians  by  the  Treasury,  and  grants  were  also  made 
through  them  by  the  British  Association  in  aid  of  the  rates,  for  the  support  of 
children  attending  school,  and  in  relief  of  destitution.  Thus  freed  from  local 
bias,  armed  with  greater  power,  and  administering  larger  pecuniary  resources, 
it  might  be  expected  that  the  Unions  under  their  care  should  exhibit  a much 
better  system  of  management,  a wiser  and  more  enlightened  system  of  relief, 
and  a more  economical  administration  of  the  law,  than  the  Unions  governed  by 
local  Boards  of  Guardians. 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  who  have  appointed  them,  they  are  directly 
responsibie ; by  them  they  are  liable  to  be  suspended  or  dismissed  ; unless  their 
responsibility  be  enforced  with  the  most  vigilant  and  strict  attention,  it  is 
obvious  that  not  only  may  the  property  and  interests  of  the  rate-payers  be 
sacrificed,  but  the  relief  of  destitution,  the  primary  object  of  the  Poor  Law,  may 
be  left  incomplete.  In  order  to  afford  adequate  checks  against  abuse  in  these 
distressed  Unions,  superior  paid  officers  are  appointed  by  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
A.  Power,  704.  missioners,  called  Temporary  Inspectors,  who  possess  constant  means  of  judging 
how  far  the  Vice-Guardians  perform  their  duty,  and  who,  from  their  residence  on 
the  spot,  (placed  in  charge  of  one  or  two  Unions  only,)  are  made  cognizant  of  the 
mode  in  which  the  law  is  administered,  and  are  bound  to  report  faithfully  to  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners.  The  duties  of  a Temporary  Inspector  are  described 
as  follows  by  the  Chief  Poor  Law  Commissioner,  Mr.  Power : “ Having  the 
charge  of  only  one  or  two  Unions,  he  is  expected  to  devote  his  attention  more 
& minutely 
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minutely  to  the  management  of  each  Union ; he  should  see  that  the  several 
officers  of  the  Union  are  doing  their  duty  in  accordance  with  the  regulation  of 
the  Commissioners,  and  the  orders  of  the  Guardians ; he  should  see  that  the 
Workhouse  is  kept  in  proper  order  with  regard  to  classification,  ventilation  and 
cleanliness;  and  his  duty  is  to  report  ou  any  occasion  to  the  Commissioners, 
when  he  thinks  the  exercise  of  their  power  is  necessary,  or  when  there  is  anv 
matter  of  serious  importance  which  ought  to  be  laid  before  them.”  Mr.  Power 
adds,  that  “the  Temporary  Inspector  has  no  power  to  interfere  with  the  list  of 
paupers  ; lie  has  no  power  to  put  “ any  one  on  the  register  for  out-door  relief 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  themselves  being  prohibited  from  ordering 
relief  m any  individual  case/’  As  an  additional  security,  District  Inspec- 
tors are  also  appointed,  being  officers  of  a superior  grade,  who  act  for  a 
greater  number  of  Unions,  and  to  whom,  on  the  appointment  of  Temporary 
Inspector,  orders  were  issued  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  “that  the 
general  responsibility  of  the  superintendence  of  the  Unions  in  their  districts 
rested  with  them.”  Mr.  Flanagan,  a District  Inspector,  acting  for  fourteen 
Unions,  states,  that  he  had  a perfect  cognizance  of  everything  that  was  goino- 
on,  and  that  “he  considered  the  Temporary  Inspector  to  be  in  some  degree 
under  his  supervision.”  Special  references  and  directions  for  report  are  occa- 
sionally sent  to  these  officers  ; but  it  appears  that  the  same  witness  (Flanao-an) 
considered  that,  “if  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  intended  that  he  should  have 
taken  the  slightest  notice  of  charges  against  a Temporary  Inspector,”  a copy 
of  which  charges  had  been  sent  to  him,  they  would  have  given  direct  instruc- 
tions to  that  effect,  but  “ that  he  never  held  an  inquiry  into  charges  affecting 
Uie  character  of  an  officer,  except  under  direct  instructions  from  the  Board  ” 
From  this  evidence,  it  is  clear  that  it  was  intended  to  provide  securities  against 
abuse  by  a carefully  devised,  though  complicated  system  of  check;  care  was 
also  taken,  by  the  regular  transmission  of  minutes,  that  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners should  possess  the  means  of  knowing  all  the  transactions  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  as  well  as  of  obtaining  information  by  directing  special  inquiries 
obtaining  reports  not  only  on  the  management  of  the  Unions,  but  on  the 
personal  conduct  of  the  Union  officers.  It  is  right,  however,  to  observe,  that  the 
relative  duties  of  District  and  Temporary  Inspectors  are  but  imperfectly  defined 
Mr. Power  considers  them  “to  be  the  same,”  and  Mr.  Flanagan  states  the  only 
distinction  to  consist  m the  different  size  of  the  districts  respectively  confided  to 
their  charge.  J 

. However  necessary  may  be  these  various  checks  and  securities,  (more  espe- 
cially when  it  is  remembered  that  a degree  of  authority  wholly  unknown  in 
Great  Britain,  and  almost  without  parallel  in  any  free  country,  is  confided  to 
Vice-Guardians),  it  is  yet  obvious,  that  without  a faithful  discharge  of  duty  by 
these  several  officers,  the  whole  must  fail,  and  the  Poor  Law  Commissionere  be 
left  without  means  of  performing  their  power  of  control.  It  is  to  the  Temporary 
Inspector  that  they  trust  principally  in  all  cases  of  exigency ; and  if  that  officer 
has  himself  introduced  or  sanctioned  serious  irregularities  in  the  Workhouse,  or 
m the  administration  of  out-door  relief,  the  decisions  of  the  Commissioners,’  so 
far  as  they  are  founded  on  his  correspondence  or  reports,  must  lose  all  weight 
and  authority.  If  there  is  any  concealment  or  suppression  of  evidence  touching 
the  management  of  the  Unions  affairs,  the  same  consequences  will  arise. 

From  the  discrepancies  between  many  of  the  public  documents  submitted 
to  the  Committee— discrepancies  to  be  found  even  in  reports  made  by  the  same 
Party— from  the  contradictory  nature  of  much  of  the  parole  evidence,  and  also 
from  the  suspicion  which  attaches  to  the  testimony  of  some  of  the  witnesses 
examined  ; the  Committee  have  experienced  great  difficulties  in  sifting  the  state- 
ments made  before  them,  and  in  the  distinguishing  those  portions  of  the  evi- 
dence which  can  be  justly  considered  as  trustworthy  and  entitled  to  credit. 

With  these  prefatory  observations,  the  Committee  proceed  to  report  on  the 
separate  allegations  contained  in  the  Petition. 

The  first  nine  paragraphs  in  the  Petition  refer  to  the  valuation  of  the  Union, 
the  dates  at  which  the  Vice-Guardians  assumed  and  relinquished  office,  the 
salaries  assigned  to  them  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Union,  the  liabilities  of  the 
(170.)  b Union, 


795. 

796. 

797. 


2705. 


2706. 

2707. 

2718. 
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Union,  the  amount  of  Government  advances,  the  various  rates  made  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  and  the  gross  sum  which  passed  through  their  hands  during  the 
S27.  period  of  their  administration.  Colonel  Clarke  and  other  witnesses  differ  in 
some  unimportant  instances  from  the  Petitioners  as  to  the  sums  contained  in 
these  paragraphs  ; but  the  amounts  correspond,  or,  where  they  do  not  correspond, 
approximate  so  nearly  to  the  Parliamentary  Returns,  that  they  may  be  considered 
as  substantially  correct.  In  the  observations  contained  in  a later  part  of  this 
Report,  on  the  financial  state  of  the  Union,  the  Committee  have  adopted  the 
NoPxxiv°’  Returns  made  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  as  the  official  document  on 
which  Parliament  may  be  disposed  to  rely. 

The  tenth  paragraph,  after  alluding  to  the  exhausted  state  of  the  Union, 
and  the  imperfections  of  the  law  in  respect  to  the  recovery  of  arrears  of  rate, 
complains  of  the  refusal  of  a permission  to  the  Local  Board  to  levy  the  rate  made 
on  their  resuming  office  by  instalments.  On  this  subject  Colonel  Clark e states, 
that  the  proposition  brought  before  him  was  not  to  raise  a rate  by  instalments, 
but  to  reduce  the  general  amount  of  the  estimate  bv  one-third,  a proposition 
to  which  he  objected,  unless  it  could  be  shown  that  two-thirds  of  the  estimate 
were  sufficient  to  meet  all  demands.  The  exhaustion  of  the  resources  of  the 
Umon  is  fully  proved  by  many  witnesses  : “We  are  levying  our  rates  on  the 
original^  valuation  ; if  it  were  levied  on  the  present  valuation,  it  would  be  nearly 
double,  (1438).  “There  are  not  now  many  cattle  on  which  we  can  levy  by 
distress;  a great  part  of  our  country  is  waste,”  (1440).  The  same  witness 
(Mr.  Peyton),  who,  as  Secretary  to  the  Grand  Jury,  could  not  fail  to  be  cognizant 
ot  the  tact,  adds,  “ Some  four  or  five  years  back  we  had  scarcely  any  arrear  of 
county  rate,’  (1443),  “ whilst  at  the  last  Assizes  we  were  unable  to  collect  within 
two-thirds  of  the  amount  of  the  levy,”  (1444).  The  collectors  report,  « that  they 
cannot  find  cattle  on  the  land ; the  lands  are  waste ; they  can  get  no  distress  of 
any  kind  upon  them,  ’ (1445).  “ The  country  had  been  exhausted,”  observes 
another  witness,  (3742).  “The  country  bore  an  aspect  of  poverty  and  destitu- 
tion quite  lamentable  to  look  at.  Many  industrious  men  have  asked  my  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  Grand  Jury  taxation,  and  whether  they  should  remain  or  emigrate, 
llie  feeling  of  despair  in  that  class  is  general.  I find  it  almost  impossible  to  get 
grazing  cattle,  a considerable  number  having  been  disposed  of  for  the  antecedent 
rates,  and  for  the  county  cess,”  (3742,  3743).  In  several  of  the  Reports  the 
See  App. p.  423.  increase  of  distress  is  attributed  to  the  numerous  ejectments  of  pauperized 
tenants,  and  it  is  worthy  of  observation  that  Colonel  Clarke  attributes  the  increase 
of  ejectments  to  the  exemption  from  rates  secured  by  law  to  the  occupiers  of  tene- 
ments below  the  value  of  4 /.  A landlord  of  such  tenements,  especially  one  in 
nece&sitous  circumstances,  whose  rents  are  withheld,  and  who  is  still  liable  to  rates 
for  the  land  so  unprofitable  to  him,  is  driven  in  many  cases  by  necessity  to  the 
process  of  ejectment. 


App.  p.  470, 
No.  XXIV. 


414. 


The  eleventh,  as  well  as  the  preceding  paragraph,  refers  to  the  general 
financial  administration  of  the  Vice-Guardians ; to  this  portion  of  the  inquiry 
tne  Committee  have  directed  their  special  attention ; inasmuch  as  wasteful  expen- 
diture on  the  part  of  paid  officers,  and  indifference  to  the  interests  of  tlie  rate- 
payers, would,  if  proved,  not  only  constitute  an  offence  in  itself,  but  in  a great 
degree  explain  the  hostility  shown  towards  them. 


The  Vice-Guardians,  in  the  course  of  the  21  months  during  which  the  Union 
oi  Carrick-on-Shannon  was  confided  to  their  care,  expended  39,048/.,  exclusive 
ot  the  contributions  towards  maintaining  the  school  children,  and  the  aid  received 
from  other  charitable  sources:  20,822 /.  were  collected  in  rates,  and  17,351/. 
received  from  the  Imperial  Treasury.  The  means,  therefore,  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Vice-Guaidians  were  much  greater  than  those  which  the  Local  Board  could  after- 
wardscommand;  and  the  Committeehavealready  shown,  that,  while  more  extended 
hi  Irf  ,S'Ven  r'  lncreased  expenditure,  the  resources  of  the  Union  and 
W lib  to£“PIo-y  laboar  w.ere  proportionally  diminished  by  the  drainage  on 
its  wealth  The  gross  valuation  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  was  originally  61,450/ 
but  was  reduced  on  subsequent  revisions  to  59,974  /.,  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  heheve,  that  even  the  last-mentioned  sum  gives  an  exaggerated  represen- 
tation of  the  present  resources  of  the  Union.  One  witness  estimates  the 
valuation,  now  m progress,  at  little  more  than  one-half  of  the  valuation  which 

preceded 
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preceded  it  According  to  the  Return  made  to  Parliament,  3 s.  <u  d in  the 
pound  was  the  highest  rate  struck  by  the  Vice-Guardians  in  Carrick-on-Shan 
non;  but,  considering  the  decreased  value  and  exhausted  state  of  property  in 
the  Union,  this  poundage  does  not  convey  a just  idea  of  the  real  pressure 
Tstn  The  r*,1”?®*6  t0  Provlde  rellef  for  six  months  ending  the  25tli 

mTilns  Vr™  and  9!'  ln  the  Pound’  in  certain  Electoral 

Divisions.  1 he  impossibility  of  levying  this  rate  was  so  apparent,-  that,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Captain  Haymes,  it  was  reduced  bv  one-third.  The  expense  of 
of  the  vL  r Wei?hed.  °PPressi™Jy some  electoral  divisions.  The  attention 
to  he  1 Guaidians  !n.tllese.  ™d  slmdar  instances  was  not  sufficiently  directed 
to  die  economica1  administration  of  the  Union;  in  their  anxiety  to  meet  the 
demands  of  increasing-  destitution,  they  seem  to  have  lost  sio-ht  of  the  interests 
of  the  rate-payers.  The  liabilities  of  tile  Union,  which  on  Ihk  entrap  into 
office  amounted  to  about  3 204/.,  had  risen  at  the  period  of  their  resignation 
’2,15f  ..Tlle  dabt  ,t0  the  Government  is  not  included  in  either  of  these 
sums  hut  it  amounted  to  11,000/.  at  the  latter  period.  They  found  10,023/. 

their  °“  5"  ofe,  “d  left  6,965  / uncollected  on 

their  quitting  office.  Their  administration,  while  it  thus  bore  heavilv  ou 

fosltiCT^/T1068!^  fc.Union-  faM  to  P^ace  it  in  that  financial 
position,  which,  from  the  previous  demands  upon  them,  the  rate-payers 

to  ffic  df'XPeCf  i,N°I-  Ca°  th,e  Co“mittee  attribute  this  failure  exclusively 

to  the  difficulties  of  the  times ; for  though  these  difficulties  were  great  all 

systematic  management  was  wanting  which  alone  could  afford  an  effective 
abUS6'  TlhC  boots,Tere  insularly  kept ; neither  the  ledger  nor 
clothing-books  were  made  up  weekly ; supplies  were  received  without  any  mitten 
contract,  and  warrants  were  delivered  to  the  Collectors  before  the  bonds  and 
Vino  p615  'iare  executed-  ^ or  ■"'as  this  all ; heavy  debts  were  incurred  under  the 
tw,rl  (4  d legal  ,ProceedillSs  commenced  for  their  recovery,  injuring 
the  credit  of  the  Union,  and  consequently  enhancing  the  price  of  supplies.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  interference  of  the  Commissioners,  the  Vice-Guardians  would 
I?!!™,  laVe  made  a ?,ew  ™te’  whiIe  10=000/.  arrears  remained  uncol- 
ri™,  , - l l *■  i ?“d  ,81™Iar  ”lstances  stated  by  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
in  comin“dtndriltted  * ;8  District  Inspector,  the  Committee  have  no  difficulty 
m coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Vice-Guardians  did  not  preserve  that 

the*1  duties n<of  Pp- tha‘  attenti™  * *•  interests  of  the  ratepayers,  whfch 
the  duties  of  their  office  imperatively  required.  It  is  to  the  abu=e  of 
the  system  of  out-door  relief,  including  the  difficulty  of  testing  the  claims 

0 the  applicants,  that  the  lavish  expenditure  and  consequent  exhaustion  of 
tile  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  must  be  principally  attributed.  When  the 
* me-Guardians  took  charge  of  the  Union,  the  number  of  in-door  paupers  was  389 

Pa“fra  2’20si  bat  tbey  had  not  been  long  in  office  before 
the  Litter  increased  to  such  an  amount  that,  if  it  liad  continued,  all  property 
“ Vnl0n  bav,e  been  totally  absorbed.  In  March  1848  the  nuibem 
on  out-door  relief  had  readied  to  nearly  15,000  persons;  and  it  is  clear 
from  the  evidence  that  a considerable  portion  of  that  number  had  no  claim 
either  m law  or  in  charity,  to  be  on  the  list.  Two  thousand  applicants  pressed 

The  Re3°?ib 16  rT' “ da^  A11  domination  became  impossible. 

1 he  Report  of  the  Relieving  Officer  was,  in  most  cases,  taken  as  a sufficient  certi- 

tlre  me!-id  f^t10? “.‘h61?’  .the  ^specter  undertook  to  investigate 

«ie  merits  of  the  claims;  but  it  is  evident  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  neither 
made,  nor  could  have  made,  anything  like  a satisfactory  inquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances  of  each  particular  case;  to  have  done  so  was  physically  impossible,  and 
little  doubt  can  exist  that  tins  wholesale  system  of  relief  extinguished  in  Carrick- 
on-Shannon,  as  elsewhere,  all  habits  of  frugality  or  industry.  The  full  order 
tor  relict  was  in  force  from  the  31st  December  1847  to  18th  March  1S48-  the 
irnited  order  (B.  ran  from  the  18th  March  to  1st  of  June  1848,  and  the  order 
fD.)  Rom  the  7th  of  December  1848  to  the  6th  March  1849,  extending  relief 
to  women  whose  husbands  are  in  gaol,  or  place  of  safe  custody.  Although  the 
object  of  this  order,  as  compared  with  the  full  order,  is  to  limit  relief  to  certain 
classes,  and  though  it  has  some  foundation  in  English  practice,  the  Committee 
consider  its  issue  m Ireland  as  an  injudicious  act,  on  the  part  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, inasmuch  as  by  specifying  certain  categories  of  paupers  as  entitled 
to  relief,  the  order  virtually  gave  to  them  a privilege  denied  to  more  deserving 
persons  m a state  of  equal  destitution.  & 
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The  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Vice-Guardians,  though  without  using 
due  discretion,  endeavoured  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  of  the  law ; hut, 
from  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  books  were  kept,  from  the  reliance  placed 
on  the  Relieving  Officers,  from  the  impossibility  of  examining  into  all  the  claims 
for  relief,  and  from  the  very  nature  of  the  law  itself  respecting  out-door  relief,  the 
Committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Vice-Guardians  were,  to  a great  extent,  wasted,  and  the  resources  of  the  dis- 
trict were  diminished,  by  the  enormous  expenditure  incurred,  and  the  increased 
debt  contracted,  during  their  administration. 

It  appears  that  the  Vice-Guardians,  misinterpreting  a circular  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  had  advertised  for  six  months’  contracts,  to  be  declared  on  the 
yery  day  of  their  leaving  office,  but  were  prohibited  from  executing  their 
intention  by  the  interference  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  by  whom  these 
contracts  were  declared  null  and  void.  Having  omitted  to  advertise  for  contracts 
to  be  entered  into  upon  the  29th  of  September,  they  endeavoured  to  repair  what 
they  considered  an  error,  violating  the  law,  and  attempting  to  bind  their 
successors  to  engagements  entered  into  by  themselves.  For  this  neglect  the  clerk 
was  in  some  degree  to  blame,  though  the  Commissioners  consider  the  responsi- 
bility to  rest  with  the  Vice-Guardians. 

In  the  12th  paragraph  the  Vice-Guardians  are  charged  with  having  made, 
during  their  whole  tenure  of  office,  contracts  of  a most  extravagant  nature;  but 
it  appears,  from  the  evidence  given  before  the  Committee,  that  the  prices  con- 
tracted for  were  not  higher  than  the  distressed  state  of  the  Union  and  the  geogra- 
phical position  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  accounted  for.  Out  of  131  Unions,  there 
were  at  one  period  94,  and  at  no  period  less  than  24,  in  which  the  cost  of 
paupers  per  head  was  higher  than  in  Carrick-on-Shannon ; nor  is  there  any 
evidence  to  show  that  the  average  weekly  cost  during  the  administration  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  exceeded  Is.  Ad.  per  head.  But  the  imperfect  manner  in  which 
the  books  were  kept,  and  the  excess  of  rations  issued  on  certain  occasions,  render 
this  calculation  of  very  doubtful  authority.  A comparison,  however,  between 
the  average  prices  for  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  the  average  prices  for  all  Ireland, 
as  well  as  between  the  contracts  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  those  by  the 
Local  Board,  does  not  produce  a result  which  would  justify  the  charge  of 
reckless  extravagance  in  this  respect. 

The  13th  paragraph  complains  of  the  embarrassed  circumstances  of  one  of  the 
Vice-Guardians ; and  might  seem  to  imply  that  his  private  dealings  with  the 
contractors  for  the  supply  of  the  Union  had  operated  injuriously  to  the  interests 
of  the  ratepayers. 

This  is  not  proved  to  have  been  the  case;  nor  does  it  appear  from  the  evidence 
that  any  serious  blame  is  attributable  to  the  Commissioners  for  their  original 
appointment  of  Mr.  Robinson.  The  number  of  Vice-Guardians  whom  they  were 
called  upon  to  select  on  the  sudden,  the  extreme  difficulty  of  finding  men 
duly  qualified  for  such  arduous  duties,  rendered  it  absolutely  impracticable 
in  all  cases  to  obtain  the  services  of  men  duly  qualified.  The  favourable 
opinion  of  Mr.  Robinson  expressed  by  gentlemen  of  high  consideration  in  the 
counties  of  Waterford  and  Kerry,  is  sufficient  to  free 'the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioner from  the  imputation  of  carelessness  in  making  his  first  appointment  to 
Carrick-on-Shannon.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  correctly  stated  that  he  was 
appointed  in  consequence  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Parsonstown  Board  of 
Guardians,  or  of  their  chairman  (1796).  Among  Mr.  Robinson’s  testimonials 
no  such  recommendation  appears;  but  the  Earl  of  Rosse  distinctly  states  (1799), 
that  he  “ does  not  consider  there  was  any  reason  to  blame  the  Commissioners 
for  making  the  appointment.”  Though  there  is  not  any  evidence  to  prove  that 
the  private  debts  contracted  by  Mr.  Robinson  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  have 
produced  actual  loss  to  the  Union,  the  Committee  feel  it  their  duty  to 
express  a strong  opinion,  that  not  only  the  personal  character,  but  the  pecu- 
niary independence  of  public  officers  administering  the  Poor  Laws,  should 
be  made  the  subject  of  careful  attention  both  on  their  appointment  and 
during  their  continuance  in  office.  Distressed  or  insolvent  parties  ought 
never  to  be  entrusted  with  the  wide  discretion  and  unlimited  power 
of  Vice-Guardians.  It  appears  not  only  that  Mr.  Robinson  was  indebted  to 

several 
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several  persons  at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  that  he  was  processed  before  the 
Quarter  Sessions  for  small  sums,  but  that  several  creditors  who  resorted  to 
these  adverse  proceedings  were  the  actual  contractors  for  the  supply  of  the  Work- 
house  confided  to  his  government.  _ Amongst  these  creditors  were  the  contractors 
for  milk,  flour,  Indian  corn,  groceries,  fuel,  straw,  &c.,  (274,  276,  281,  283,  285 
286,  287,  &c.)  This,  to  say  the  least,  must  have  been  destructive  to  his  credit 
and  to  his  authority.  The  Vice-Guardians  are  bound  to  exercise  the  utmost 
vigilance  over  contractors,  both  in  relation  to  the  quantity  and  the  quality  of  their 
supplies ; and  it  is  obvious,  without  attributing  any  fraudulent  or  corrupt  con- 
nexion between  a public  officer  and  the  contractor,  that  the  former  should  be  kept 
m a position  of  entire  independence,  and  not  exposed  to  the  temptations,  or  even 
to  the  suspicion,  arising  out  of  private  pecuniary  engagements  between  himself 
and  those  whose  obligations  to  the  public  it  is  his  duty  to  superintend  and  to 
enforce.  The  analogy  to  other  branches  of  the  public  service  should  here  be 
adopted.  Public  officers  employed  in  the  confidential  and  responsible  functions 
of  Vice-Guardians  and  Inspectors,  and  indeed  those  in  more  subordinate  stations, 
should  be  forewarned,  that  if  they  contract  debts  which  they  are  unable  to  pay 
within  the  Unions  for  which  they  act,  they  cannot  expect  to" retain  the  situation 
to  which  they  have  been  appointed,  but  for  which  their  local  embarrassments 
render  them  unfitted. 

The  Committee  allude  with  pain  to  the  allegation  contained  in  the  14th  para- 
graph, and  regret  that  the  moral  character  of  a public  officer  should  become  the 
subject  of  a Parliamentary  inquiry.  If  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  had  attended 
to  the  representations  made  to  them  by  a Magistrate  residing  in  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union,  their  previous  investigation  of  the  matter  might  have  precluded 
the  necessity  of  entering  into  the  details  of  the  subject  by  the  Committee.  Sufficient 
has  been  stated  in  evidence  before  the  Committee  to  justify  Mr.  Kirkwood  'the 
Magistrate  alluded  to)  in  making  his  demand  for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
Captam  Wynne,  the  Temporary  Inspector ; while  the  course  adopted  by  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  appears  to  have  been  neither  politic  nor  just;  for,  instead  of 
instructing  the  District  Inspector  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  com- 
plaints, which  the  Committee  consider  it  was  their  duty  to  have  done,  they  confided 
the  whole  question  to  Captain  Wynne  himself,  and  remained  satisfied  with  his 
denial,  unsupported  by  any  authority  but  the  written  certificates  of  the  Chaplains. 
Captain  VV  ynne  farther  stated  in  his  defence,  that  the  complainant  was  mad  • for 
which  assertion  there  has  not  appeared  to  be  the  slightest  foundation.  Blaming 
therefore,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  for  not  having  attended  to  the  representa- 
tions made  to  them,  the  Committee,  nevertheless,  do  not  consider  the  special  charge 
contained  in  the  14th  paragraph  of  the  Petition  as  proved.  Several  witnesses  state 
that  Captain  Wynne  behaved  in  a highly  reprehensible  manner  towards  female 
paupers ; but  that  he  used  his  authority  to  place  his  mistresses  on  the  relief 
list,  is  nowhere  established  in  evidence.  He  stands,  however,  accused,  in  certain 
instances,  of  other  acts  which  would  constitute  in  a Poor  Law  Officer  crave 
offences ; but  contradiction  in  dates  in  one  case,  the  circumstance  of  the  wit- 
nesses  not  being  confronted  with  the  accused  in  all,  and  the  inaptitude  of  such 
a tribunal  as  a select  committee  thoroughly  to  investigate  the  subject,  induce 
the  Committee  to  confine  their  remarks  on  this  special  charge  to  an  expression  of 
disapproval  of  the  Poor  law  Commissioners  for  not  having  forthwith  instituted 
a proper  inquiry  into  charges  preferred  against  one  of  their  officers,  and  which 
reflected  alike  on  his  moral  and  his  official  character. 

From  the  reasons  just  stated,  the  Committee  would  gladly  have  forborne 
jrom  further  remark  on  this  most  painful  part  of  the  case.  But  they  think 
it  their  duty  to  make  some  observations  on  the  nature  of  a defence  set  up  by 
Captain  Wynne  against  one  of  the  charges.  One  of  the  accusations  brought 
against  him  for  dissolute  conduct  by  the  witness  Bridget  Gibbons  was  fixed  in 
relation  to  the  1 7th  January  ] 849.  Captain  Wynne  meets  the  charge  not  only 
by  a general  denial,  but  by  a statement,  that  “ on  that  very  day,  and  for  three 
weeks  before  and  three  weeks  after  it,  he  had  not  visited  the  Workhouse,  and 
was  laid  up  in  fever  for  a considerable  time  after he  observes,  “ I was  unable 
to  attend  the  Workhouse;  and  when  I did  attend,  I attended  only  for  an  hour 
in  the  day,  and  was  obliged  to  come  in  a close  carriage”  (2427).  He  was  then 
asked,  “ At  the  period  referred  to,  and  both  before  and  after  you  were  lying  ill  in  a 
fever  at  Boyle,  eight  miles  from  Carrick?”  He  answers  in  the  affirmative,  and 
63  concludes 
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concludes  (2429),  “ I received  letters  of  inquiry,  week  by  week,  after  my  health  • X 

mss ‘“(04291  StaA  ‘hat  1 WaS  ‘°  atte,’d  t0  des™P‘‘°a  of  busi- 

r jt  ’'  , ,mfe.  u"«lu>™oal  declaration  cannot  well  be  conceived,  and 

ment - an/T  -‘° ‘tS/°-° j byj datm,S that  he  “ stand  or  fall  by  his  state- 
ments, and  will  submit  to  bejudged  by  their  truth  or  falsehood  ’’  (2425).  Now  at 
this  precise  period  Mr.  Spratt  was  acting  as  a temporary  Vice-guardian  for  Car- 
nek,  where  he  always  attended  on  the  Board-day,  once  a week,  and,  on  some 
arv  Sf”  ‘ ayS  ™ addlt.10?  (23d5)-  His  first  ™it  was  on  the  isth  of  Janu- 
frnm  Rovl!  • accomPamed  thera  ^ CaP‘ain  Wynne,  who  travelled  with  him 
™ a covered  carnage,  and  returned  in  the  evening.  Mr.  Spratt  states 
that  eaptatn  V ynne  was  very  unwell,  from  the  effects  of  a cold ; “ he  had  had  a 

SL  g rS-  T'  T*'  237?;)  witness  P™“cds  to  state,  that  he  again 
attended  at  Carrick  on  the  next  Board-day,  the  25th,  and  that  he  saw  Cantain 
Wynne  there  (2587)  ; that  Captain  Wynne’s  illness  did  not  occasion  any  ffiter 
STS*  “ : a“°Te  a‘  “le  Workhouse,  but  that  he  attended  over/w. 
day  (-003.  -608.)  I am  aware,  continues  tile  witness,  “ that  Captain 
^“  e ,the  Boar<i-days  previous  to  the  18th.  I knew  him  so  well  in 
o’  , that  he  yas  always  absent  from  Boyle  on  the  Board-day.”  Mr 

Spratt  did  not  previously  see  Captain  Wynne  at  Carrick,  not  having  been 
there  himself  (2615).  Mr.  Spratt  does  not  express  himself  with  quite  so  much 

tlmfi4thCandno-ri“bdq“ef  ™Uloa  t0  CaPtain  Wynne’s  ’attendance  on 

t ie-othand2rth,  though  he  does  state  (2767)  that  Captain  Wynne  went  on 

m end0To“h  da.b  be  25,‘h’  ”,  a?  outside  car-  AJ1  d™bt  is,  however,  put 
an  end  to  by  the  inspection  of  the  minute-book  of  Carrick,  from  which  it 

attended  the  CarnVk  R “ t!*  JaMary  (APP™dix,  p.  385)  Captain  Wynne 

not  been  mnSeefw  d'  Prec?d,nS  minutes  of  the  Carrick  Board  have 
not  been  produced  before  the  Committee  ; but  it  appears  from  the  Bovle 
minutes,  that  at  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  the  5th  December  1848  which  con- 
tinued adjourned  to  the  Ctli,  7th  and  8th,  as  well  as  on  the  12th  December 

attended  d,10?’  ^ f "4  3°‘r  °f  Janaai'>'  (APPendix  D„  p.  49G),  Captain  Wynne 
a ™de?  ‘be  Board  of  Guardians  at  Boyle  as  Temporary  Inspector.1  The  Com- 
mittee do  not  feel  it  necessary  to  observe  upon  the  statement  of  Captain  Wynne 
so  utterly  irreconcilable  with  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Spratt,  and  with  the  attend- 
ance recorded  on  the  minute  books  of  both  Boards  of  Guardians.  Nor  does  it 
appear  that  the  explanation  given  by  Captain  Wynne  on  the  26th  June  is  satis! 
factory,  or  removes  this  contradiction. 

The  15th  paragraph  is  to  the  following  effect : 

to  sucb  aa  extreme  of  disorganization  had  the  XVorkhonse 
arrived  on  vour  Petitioners’  resumption  of  office,  that,  early  in  January 
Colonel  Clarke  the  Inspector,  by  order,  attended  your  Petitioners’  Board’ 

c"lerk)CTmwnbed  th?  a f™i!ral  cIearance  of  all  the  Officers  (save  the’ 
Cleih)  should  be  made,  which  your  Petitioners  proceeded  to  effect  The 

(“"ifa  bj  ™ Such  coafllsion>  and  such  a system  of  fraud  was 
en  rafted  mto  all  the  departments  of  the  house,  that  the  names  of  upwards 
of  196  persons  were  found  to  have  been  on  the  register  who  were  not 
present  m it;  and  rations  were  regularly  drawn  for  them,  and  charged  to 
the  Union  up  to  the  26th  of  January— when  it  was  discovered— as  if  they 
4er  pre3ent.;  tbat.18’  for  ,S1X  months  previous  to  that  date;  and  there 
were  84  persons  m the  house  whose  names  were  not  on  the  register  at  all.” 

tb^WSteibmbeZr  em%Dt  and  collusi011  mu5t  have  existed  amongst  the  officers  of 
the  Workhouse,  for  the  accuracy  of  the  books  and  the  care  of  the  stores  is  pri 
manly  entrusted  to  the  master  and  to  the  clerk.  No  sufficient  checks  seem 
successors66**  eSer°  °“  thiS  5UbjeCt  dther  by  the  Vice-Guardians  or thTr 

‘I™*  ] u6  “aster>  before  his  departure,  admitted  to  me,  that  when  he  took 
f*™1 of  the  f!0DSe>  be  did  not  take  stock,  but  gave  his  predecessor  a receipt  for 
everything  as  it  appeared  on  the  books.  The  clerk  informs  mTthm  in  pur 
eitw%0f  dlrectI0“s  from  the  'Vice-Guardians,  tile  late  master  did  take  stock  in 
i“fU5t0r  BeP‘ember  last ; and  that  as  these  books,  though  faulty  'are 
those  that  appear  the  most  regularly  kept,  being  brought  up  to  the  sL  of 

January 
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January  last,  it  must  be  supposed  that  either  the  late  master  did  not  take  stock 
as  he  reported  he  had  done  or  that  a vast  amount  of  robbery  must  have  been 
committed  between  the  months  of  August  and  93d  February  Hip  rlntp  n u-  t, 
the  present  master  took  stock.  I JL  a 

sent  mas  er  and  matron,  whereby  it  will  be  seen  the  defidencv  amounts  to 
5 o01  articles,  of  which  there  appears  no  account,  with  the  exception  of  an' 
the  co“°"  °f  a 

denost  ‘ftrther  P°  The  S*™  Hay”es  CAppmdix,  p.  407) ; and  Colonel  Clarke 

'reekly'and  ,he  clothin=-b°oks 

^i‘n  office  ?°CUraCy  ^ *“  **  *•  Vice- 

ha7e  ,takf  Place  duriug  *e  time  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in 
office,  because  the  books  were  not  made  up  for  a considerable  period.” 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Guardians  to  see  that  the  officers  faithfully  perform  their 
functions,  and  to  examine  and  verify  the  books  according  to  law.  Mr.  Pevton 
observes,  that  the  Guardians  were  accustomed  to  receive  the  signature  of  the 
clerk  as  sufficient  evidence  of  correctness.  The  Committee  feel  it  their  duty 
to  object  to  so  loose  a practice;  it  must  necessarily  open  the  door  to  much 
ofcollusion  and  fraud;  due  vigilance  should  be  exercised  on  this  subject  by  a 
careful  Board  of  Guardians  as  the  only  security  against  the  misconduct  or  negli- 
” a of  them  officers.  Unless  the  list  of  paupers  is  called  over,  and  their  names 
and  numbers  compared  with  the  distribution  list,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  decep- 
Bpreruw  t lave  be-en  “eslected  abke  by  the  Vice-Guardians  and 
tWPrt?ftat  B°at;  here,  as  in  former  instances,  it  should  be  remembered, 
that  the  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  paid  officers  enabled  them  to  keep  a stricter 
watch  over  the  management  of  the  house,  than  the  latter  had  the  means  of  data- 
Thus  whilst  the  neglect  might  have  been  equal,  the  responsibility  of  the  pafd 
officeis  being  more  direct,  their  neglect  is  the  more  censurable.  J 1 

The  10th  paragraph  sets  forth  a practice  so  fraudulent  in  its  nature,  and  so 
open  to  detection  that  t,ie  Commissioners  have  difficulty  in  believing  that 
tins  palpable  fraud  could  have  been  perpetrated  to  the  extent  alleged ; but 
yet  Captain  Haymes  states,  “that  be  has  no  doubt  that  much  irregularity 
and  looseness  was  practised  by  the  late  staff  of  officers  with  respect  to  tht 
checking  ot  supplies.  I found  a pauper  in  charge  of  the  coal  and  turf  store,  who 
was  frequently  ra  the  habit  of  receiving  many  cart-loads  of  both  durino- the  dav 
and  noting  the  same  in  a pass-book.  I learned  it  was  the  custom  to  measure  one 
cart-load  of  turf,  and  take  the  rest  for  granted.  The  drivers  of  the  coal-carts 
brought  usually  with  them  the  weigh-tnaster’s  note  of  weight.  On  speakino-  to  the 
master  and  his  assistant  on  this  improper  practice,  they  stated  that  the  pauper  was 
a very  trustworthy  person,  and  had  been  long  in  this  employment.  I had  frequent 
occasion  to  insist  on  nothing  being  taken  into  the  house  without  an  invoice,  and 
that  verified  by  the  master’s  signature  as  to  weight,  quality,  &e.” 

The  frauds  incidental  to  the  delivery  of  coals,  respecting  which  there  seems  to 
be  no  doubt  though  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Mortimer  they  may  not  have  been 
carried  to  the  extent  stated  in  tile  Petition,  were  discovered  by  the  Guardians 
and  are  thus  described  by  Mr.  Charles  Peyton,  who  held  a responsible  office  in 
tiie  county  of  Roscommon : 

“I  was  informed  by  several  of  the  paupers,  and  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  that  we  were  paying  for  a large  quantity  of  coal  more  than  we  received, 
and  1 made  it  my  business  to  remain  in  the  Workhouse  until  I had  seen  four 
carts  of  coal  delivered,  men  the  coal  came  up,  I went  out  to  the  store  before  it 
was  taken  off  the  carts,  and  I asked  how  many  hundred-weights  of  coal  were 
there.  They  told  me ; and  I immediately  made  them  go  back  to  the  market- 
yard,  and  weigh  the  coal  ; and  I found,  with  respect  to  the  four  tons  of  coal  that 
came  up,  that  they  had  a docket  for  about,  I think,  eight  hundred-weights  more 
than  what  was  in  the  cart.  On  remonstrating  with  the  contractor,  he  told  me 
that  he  had  sent  in  his  tender  under  the  impression  that  he  would  have  that  sain 
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on  every  ton  of  coal ; that,  as  that  was  the  manner  in  which  the  coal  had  been 
taken  all  through  in  the  Workhouse,  and  that  he  had  contracted  under  the 
impression  that  it  would  be  taken  from  him  in  the  same  way,  and  felt  greatly 
disappointed.” 

Mr.  Peyton  reported  this  fact  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  the  presence  of 
Captain  Haymes,  the  local  Inspector.  The  witness  was  asked — 

(1273.)  “ Did  he  (Captain  Haymes)  make  any  inquiry  into  the  facts? 

“ I do  not  think  he  did,  because  I put  a stop  to  it  at  once;  for  I caused  the 
coal  to  be  brought  into  the  yard,  and  got  scales,  and  had  it  weighed  in  our  own 
yard.” 

There  appears  reason  to  fear  that  the  above  had  been  of  long  standing  : for 
Mr.  Peyton  adds  (1270)  : & 

“ 1 made  inquiry  from  the  very  officers  themselves  in  the  house,  and  they 
admitted  it,  and  told  me,  that  they  feared  it  was  the  case  all  through,  that  they 
were  not  getting  the  quantity  of  coal.”  1 

And  this  appears  perfectly  consistent  with  the  following  evidence  of  Captain 
Haymes : ^ 

(1852.)  “ Have  you  any  doubt  in  your  mind  that  among  the  officers  employed 
in  the  Workhouse  there  was  both  collusion  and  fraud? 

. “ If  I am  simply  asked  to  give  my  opinion  upon  the  subject,  from  my  observa- 
tions, I am  very  much  inclined  to  be  of  opinion  that  there  certainly  was  an 
amazing  deal  of  fraud  going  on.” 

(1853.)  “ And  collusion  on  the  part  of  the  master  and  the  various  officers? 

“ Yes.” 

1854.  “ From  what  period  should  you  date  that? 

“It  would  be  difficult  to  say,  because  I only  took  charge  a fortnight  before  the 
Vice-Guardians  went  out;  consequently  I am  more  pertinently  acquainted 
with  all  the  acts  of  the  present  Local  Board  than  I am  with  those  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians.” 

The  17th  and  18th  paragraphs  complain  that  the  greatest  laxity  was  found 
to  prevail  in  the  execution  of  the  bonds  of  the  rate-collector  and  Relieving 
Officers  and  their  securities.  This  charge  is  fully  substantiated  by  the  evidence 
taken  on  oath  by  Captain  Haymes,  November  1849  (Appendix,  p.  444),  as  well  as 
from  the  testimony  of  other  witnesses.  On  this  subject  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
the  mismanagement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union  under  the  Vice-Guardians. 
Captain  Haymes  reports, — 

“ There  cannot  be  a doubt  that  great  irregularity  and  neglect  of  duty  is  fully 
proved  to  have  existed  in  the  manner  in  which  all  the  business  of  the  Union  has 
hitherto  been  conducted,  but  particularly  as  regards  the  Collector’s  bonds.”— 
(Appendix,  p.  443.) 

The  law  required  that  previously  to  the  issue  of  warrants  to  the  Collectors, 
legal  security,  by  bond,  should  be  given  for  the  execution  of  their  duties.  This 
was  not  done ; the  reports  of  the  clerk,  remonstrating  against  this  illegality, 
were  omitted  from  the  Minutes,  on  the  authority  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  this 
act  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  clerk  was  misrepresented  by  the  Vice-Guardians 
as  a desire  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  collecting  the  rates.  Upon  this 
question  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  pronounced  the  most  distinct  censure 
18  December  1849.  (Appendix,  p.  447). 

“ The  Commissioners  are  much  dissatisfied  with  the  loose  and  negligent  way 
in  which  the  important  business  of  obtaining  proper  securities  from  the  officers 
of  the  Union  has  been  conducted  under  the  management  of  the  late  Vice- 
Guardians.” 

It  is  true  that  this  misconduct  may  not  have  produced  any  pecuniary  loss  ; 
but  the  Commissioners  concur  in  the  opinion  of  Captain  Haymes,  that 

“This 
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This  manner  of  doing  legal  business  is  highly  reprehensible  ; and  although 
no  positive  loss  to  the  Union  has  occurred,  still,  had  Mr.  Scott’s  bond  been  one 
of  these  so  imperfect,  the  Union  would  have  sustained  a loss  amounting  to 
near  400  l.  6 


Losses  have,  however,  been  sustained  in  consequence  of  defaulting  collectors 
appointed  by  the  Vice-Guardians.  Three  collectors  are  in  default;  one  for 
296  /.,  another  for  596  /. 


The  cost,  of  collection  has  been  as  grievous  a cause  of  complaint  as  the  want 
of  care  in  taking  security ; Is.  ed.  in  the  pound  was  paid  by  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians  where  the  duty  is  now  performed  at  8 d.  or  7 d.  In  another  case  2s.  Bd. 
m the  pound  was  paid  where  the  duty  is  now  performed  for  9 d.  Mr  Latouche 
a Magistrate  and  rate-payer,  estimates  the  loss  to  the  Union  from  these  extrava- 
gant payments  at  500  1 a year.  The  neglect  of  taking  bonds  was  not  confined 
to  collectors ; it  extended  to  contractors  likewise.  Mrs,  Sidley,  to  whom  as  a 
contractor  2,000  l.  has  been  paid  in  one  sum,  was  never  called  upon  to  enter  into 
any  security  whatever. 


This  proceeding  is  described  as  follows  by  Captain  Haymes,  March  19  1850 
and  the  excuse  tendered  for  such  disregard  of  tile  law  and  the  regulations 
Inspe’t  ° ^ untenaijle>  though  sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  the  Temporary 

“ ?erer  sig”ed  a tend  as  contractor,  although  regularly  declared 

such.  The  Clerk  states,  he  frequently  called  on  her  managing  man  to  do  so 
who  as  constantly  replied,  that  - he  had  supplied  goods  for  a'  loSg  time,  and  to 
a vast  amount,  to  Molnll  Union,  and  had  never  been  asked  to  sign  a bond.’” 

“The  Clerk  further  states,  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  tile 
subject  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Wynne,  when  they  replied,  ‘ As  the  Union 
was  indebted  to  Mrs.  Sidley  upwards  of  1,000  it  was  quite  security  enough.’  ” 

The  discovery  of  these  abuses  is  altogether  attributable  to  the  industry  and 
intelligence  of  the  local  Guardians.  This  is  admitted  by  Captain  Haymes  • 
Colonel  Clarke  states,  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  heard  nothing  of  the 
neglect  of  the  Vice-Guardians  till  those  officers  had  been  removed. 


• t]u  *9th  Paragraph  the  Petitioners  allege  that  the  milk  contractors  were 
m the  habit  of  supplying  a spurious  mixture  in  the  name  of  milk,  and  the 
evidence  given  before  the  Committee  confirms  the  allegation.  The  discovery 
was  made  by  the  elected  Board  in  January,  two  months  after  they  had  entered 
into  office  ; the  diaries  of  the  Vice-Guardians  show  that  they  were  in  the  habit 
ot  inspecting  the  supplies,  and  detecting  similar  practices.  It  however  appears 
that  m relation  to  the  examination  of  the  books,  these  diaries  are  not  trust- 
worthy. It  is  undeniable  that  frauds  of  this  nature  were  frequently  perpe- 
trated .Captain  Haymes  reports  (Appendix  p.  467),  “1  learned  from  the  Clerk 
that  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  frequent  complaints  were  made  of 
the  quality  of  the  milk.  The  Vice-Guardians  wrote  to  the  contractors  that  they 
would  be  criminally  prosecuted  if  they  continued  those  practices.  This  appearc  d 
to  have  a good  effect  for  a certain  time,  but  they  soon  fell  into  their  old  prac- 
tices. During  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  the  quality  of  the  food  is  stated 
to  have  been  indifferent;  “ the  stirabout  was  too  thin,  and  the  quantity  was  not 
given,  (1769) ; “the  milk  was  poor  enough,”  (1770);  “ the  food  was  not.  so  good 
underlie  Vice-Guardians  as  at  present”  (2045);  it  was  not  so  good  as  since 
Captain  Haymes  came  in  “ this  applies  to  the  bread  likewise  and  to  the  flour,” 
(2047,  2048)  ; “ the  milk  is  better  now,”  (2052).  But  that  which  is  most  im- 
portant,  as  bearing  on  the  responsibility  of  the  parties,  is  the  following  evidence 
ot  Captain  Haymes;  he  states  that  his  attention  was  frequently  drawn  to  the 
quality  of  the  milk  before  the  appointment  of  the  elected  Board  (1869,  1870). 
He  recommended  the  Vice-Guardians  to  proceed  against  the  contractors  at  law, 
but  they  did  not  do  so  : they  had  so  much  to  do  before  going  out.  “ The  milk 
was  frequently  so  had,  that  I was  obliged  to  insist  upon  the  master  not  taking 
such  milk  into  the  house”  (1871). 
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The  20th  paragraph  refers  to  the  straw  in  the  probationary  wards,  and  asserts, 
that  it  had  not  been  changed  for  seven  months.  Mr.  Phelan’s  Report  leaves  no 
doubt  as  to  the  filthy  state  of  these  wards  at  the  period  of  his  visit;  but  this 
gentleman’s  visit  took  place  after  the  Guardians  had  been  been  some  time  in 
office,  and  the  petition  itself  dates  the  discovery  of  this  disgustino-  scene  as 
late  as  the  24th  of  December.  It  appears  that  the  straw  required”  changing 
every  two  months,  and  that  it  had  been  changed  in  September,  six  weeks  pre- 
viously to  the  retirement  of  the  Vice-Guardians  from  office.  This  neglect,  therefore 
rests  with  the  elected  Board,  who  should  have  renewed  the  beddTno-  two  weeks 
after  their  duties  had  recommenced,  and  not  left  the  straw  they  found  on  the  1st  of 
November  to  rot  and  decay  till  the  24th  of  December. 

The  difficulty  of  keeping  the  probationary  wards  in  a proper  state  was,  how- 
ever, felt  by  the  Vice-Guardians.  In  Captain  Wynne’s  Report,  18th  March 
1848  (Appendix,  page  371),  “ our  probationary  wards  are  often  intolerable,  not- 
withstanding the  adoption  of  every  precaution  within  our  reach,  ventilation 
fumigation,  &c."  It  also  appears  that  he  visited  the  probationary  wards  a fort- 
night before  the  retirement  of  the  late  Vice-Guardians,  and  found  fault  with 
their  state  on  that  occasion,  (1869.)  It  is,  however,  to  be  noticed,  that  an  im- 
portant distinction  may  be  drawn  between  the  two  cases,  Captain  Wynne 
stating,  that  remedial  measures  had  been  used  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  whilst  no 
such  evidence  is  given  in  relation  to  the  latter  case. 


The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Workhouse  is  by  far  too  important  a matter  to 
be  overlooked.  On  the  3d  of  November,  Dr.  Munns,  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Union,  reports, — 

* ^ our  physician  takes  leave  to  state,  that  at  no  period  since  our  melan- 
choly visitation  in  1846  has  the  house  been  in  so  healthy  a condition  as 
during  the  last  three  months.  It  is  true,  however,  disease  has  latterly  much 
diminished  in  the  country ; still  I cannot  but  admit  that  the  untiring  exertions 
of  our  Inspectors  and  Vice- Guardians,  in  carrying  out  every  measure  to  benefit 
the  institution,  and  provide  all  things  necessary  for  the  sick  and  infirm,  together 
with  the  very  efficient  and  praiseworthy  manner  in  which  Mr.  Hagarty,  your 
apothecary,  has  discharged  his  duties  and  seconded  my  efforts  in  attending  the 
sick,  have  tended  in  no  small  degree  to  produce  so  favourable  a change.’* 

No  complaint  appears  to  have  been  made  of  the  progress  of  disease  either  by 
the  Medical  Officer  or  by  the  Temporary  Inspector,  till  after  Dr.  Phelan's  Report 
On  the  contrary,  so  late  as  the  13th  December,  the  following  favourable  report 
was  made  connected  with  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Workhouse 

“The  Medical  Officer  reports  that  fever  and  dysentery  are  on  the  increase 
but  not  more  so  than  usually  exhibits  itself  at  this  period  of  the  year  On 
the  whole,  the  inmates  of  the  Workhouse  and  its  auxiliaries  are  generally 


Dr..  Phelan  being  entrusted  specially  with  the  examination  of  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Workhouses,  visited  Carrick  on  the  16th  December,  and  thoup-h 
he  reported  most_  strongly  against  the  overcrowded  state  of  the  Workhouse 
^afterwards  remedied  by  the  establishment  of  the  Jamestown  Auxiliary  Work- 
house)  as  well  as  against  the  defective  supply  of  water  and  the  disgraceful  con- 
dition of  the  probationary  wards  (Appendix  p.  451),  expresses  no  alarm  or  appre- 
hension  at  the  state  of  the  hospitals.  His  observation  on  the  subject  is  as 
follows  : — j - 

“ The  infirmary  accommodation  is  now  very  considerable  ; and  as  the  fever 
wards  arc  in  operation,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  sanitary  state  of  the  house  will 
m future  be  satisfactory.  There  is  not  much  acute  disease  in  it,  but  there  is  a 
considerable  number  of  chronic  cases.” 

Dr.  Phelan’s  Report  having  been  referred  to  Captain  Haymes,  the  latter,  for 
the  first  time,  notices  “ a spread  of  dysentery  and  fever,  which  are  daily  manifest- 
ing themselves,”  and  which  he  attributes  to  the  disregard  to  his  advice  mani- 
fested by  the  local  Guardians,  December  24  (Appendix  p.  453).  After  the  receipt  of 
Dr.  Phelan’s  Report  in  December,  the  Medical  Officer,  on  the  2d  January,  states, — 

“ Our 
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“Our  sanitary  condition  still  continues  to  assume  a more  gloomy  character  ■ 
disease  is  considerab  y on  the  increase,  particularly  fever  aid  dysentery  and 
many  extreme  cases  of  the  former  complaints  are  admitted,  which  add  consitoaUv 
to  our  difficulties  ; pectoral  affections  are  likewise  prevalent."  “sla™Diy 

Colonel  Clarke  on  the  5th  January,  throws  great  doubts  on  these  medical 
reports.  _ After  observing  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  week  of  three 
patients  in  the  inhrmary,  and  two  in  the  fever  hospital,  and  that  there  had 
been  six  deaths,  he  adds,  “this  does  not  seem  to  corroborate  the  very  strono- 
report  of  the.  Medical  Officer and  on  the  13th  January,  Captain  'Haymel 
connects  any  increase  of  sickness  in  the  Workhouse,  not  4h  any  ne»lirt« 
misconduct  of  the  local  Guardians,  but  with  totally  different  causes:  “I  trust 
the  Commissmners  will  hear  in  mind  what  the  Medical  Officers  appear  to  have 
lost  sight  of,  that  at  this  period  last  year  there  were  many  thousands  receiving 
out-door  relief : hundreds  of  these  were  in  sickness;  they  died  without  coniine 

“|dV  wC|?KanCe™the  Medical  0fficer-  N<™'.  ail  such  cases  are  taken 
mto  the  V orkhouse.  Tins  will  account,  in  a great  measure,  for  the  augmenta- 
tion of  mortality.  From  experience  and  inquiry,  I am  of  opinion  there  is  not 

The'elZraTe  ^fnffiry  prevailing  at  present  than  usually  occurs  at  this  period. 
1 he  elaborate  medical  reports,  though  containing  nothing  but  the  truth,  were 
uncalled  for  at  the  time  when  a Committee  was  attending  daily,  nay  even  to 
a late  hour  at  night,  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of.  I desire  to  render 

Ste'd  to /f  f’J T?  helt?  tllinldnS  tbat  such  reP»rts  are  more  cal- 
culated  to  disgust  the  Guardians  from  giving  time  to  unremnnerated  duties 

rather  than  to  induce  them  to  continue  their  laudable  efforts  at  reformation.” 

But  that  which  IS  decisive  in  respect  to  any  supposed  neglect  of  the  Guar- 
d‘“S  as  a.xhlblted  b5’an  unfavourable  sanitary  state  of  the  Workhouse,  is  the 
return  of  the  comparative  rate  of  mortality  in  the  weekly  reports  for  the  month 

the  hwaTBoard848’  ^ Vlce_Guardians>  for  December  1849,  under 


Weekly  Returns 
in  the 

Weekly  Rate  of  Mortality  per  1,000. 

Month  of  December. 

1848:  Vice-Guardians. 

1849  : Local  Guardians. 

1 

9-2 

- 1-4 

2 

11* 

- 4- 

3 

8-7 

- 1-9 

4 

14- 



5 

13*7 

- 3-9 

I bus  it  will  appear  that,  under  the  management  of  the  local  Board,  the  mor- 
tality was  about  one-sixth  of  what  it  had  been  under  the  Vice-Guardians 

The  15th  paragraph  is  to  the  following  effect : 

“That,  to  such  an  extreme  of  disorganization  had  the  Workhouse  arrived  on 
your  Petitioners  resumption  of  office,  that,  early  in  January,  Colonel  Clake, 
the  Inspector,  by  order,  attended  your  Petitioners'  Board,  'and  recommended 
that  a general  clearance  of  all  the  Officers  (save  the  Clerk)  should  he  made 
which  your  Petitioners  proceeded  to  effect.  The  books  were  found  to  be  in  such 
confusion,  and  such  a system  of  fraud  was  engrafted  into  all  the  departments  of 
tile  house,  that  the  names  of  upwards  of  196  persons  were  found  to  have  been 
on  the  register  who  were  not  present  in  it;  and  rations  were  regularly  drawn 
for  them,  and  charged  to  the  Union  up  to  the  20th  of  January -vheix  it  was 
discovered  as  if  they  had  been  present;  that  is,  for  six  months  previous  to 
that  date  ; and  there  were  84  persons  in  the  house  whose  names  were  not  on  the 
register  at  all,  * 

a7a)  c2  This 
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This  statement  appears  to  be  based  on  the  following  important  Report  of  the 
Special  Committee,  made  on  the  9 th  of  January  : — 

Pursuant  to  the  Resolution  passed  by  the  Board  on  the  2d  instant,  the  under- 
signed have  met  daily  during  the  week  to  enable  them  to  obtain  the  information 
required,  and  they  have  now  the  painful  duty  to  report  the  Workhouse  to  be  in 
a most  unsatisfactory  state  in  every  point  of  view.  The  resident  officers  appear 
to  be  ignorant  of  their  respective  duties  ; as  the  General  Order  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  regulating  the  management  of  Workhouses,  and  the  duties  of  Work- 
house  officers,  have  not  in  any  one  instance  been  carried  out ; consequently 
classification,  order  and  cleanliness  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  department. 
Throughout  the  entire  establishment  the  greatest  possible  confusion  prevails* 
the  paupers  of  different  classes  intermingling  ; the  doors  of  communication  con- 
stantly left  unlocked  ; the  meals  of  the  paupers  served  at  such  irregular  hours  as 
must  tend  to  impair  their  health  ; breakfast  seldom  over  before  two  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  dinner  is,  generally  speaking,  not  served  until  long  after  the 
paupers  should  be  in  bed ; the  bread  rations  under  the  weight  allowed  bjr  the 
Board  and  charged  to  the  Union,  and  the  stirabout  rations  not  of  a sufficient 
consistency.  There  is  not  as  yet  a lactometer  to  test  the  milk.  Very  few  of  the 
paupers  have  had  a change  of  linen  for  several  weeks,  and  the  laundry  had  not 
until  the  present  week  been  made  use  of  from  the  1st  of  November  to  the  21st  of 
December.  As  regards  the  accounts,  the  registry,  the  admission  and  discharge 
book  are  not  authentic  records.  The  weekly  relief  list  represents  paupers  fed  in 
* e ^ °USe  i'1^  ^le  ul,,inl°  have  not  been  in  the  house  sitice  the  29th 
ot  September,  vet  discharged  from  the  registry  months  before.  The  provision 
receipt  and  consumption  account  does  not  represent  the  articles,  nor  the  quanti- 
ties received,  under  the  proper  heading  Bread,  though  made  in  the  house  is 
represented  as  having  been  bought  and  delivered,  and  the  Indian  meal,  rve  rice 
and  flour  are  under  the  care  of  the  baker.  The  porter  does  not  keep  his  book 
according  to  his  instructions,  and  the  gates  and  doors  under  his  care  are  con- 
stantly unlocked,  which  neglect  facilitates  the  escape  of  tile  paupers.  Several 
complaints  have  been  made  to  us  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  food  supplied  to  the 
paupers,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  such  complaints  are  well-founded  The 
assistant  schoolmaster,  a pauper,  lias  been  detected  selling  bread  rations  (through 
an  agent,  one  of  the  school-boys)  to  the  boys  ; he  at  first  stated  he  could  make 
an  affidavit  he  never  did  such,  but  when  confronted  by  his  agent,  acknowledged 
the  charge:  upon  search,  three  rations  were  found  in  his  book-press  and 
Os.  1 si.  m his  pocket.  ']  Ins  traffic  lias  been  carrying  on  for  months.  Had  the 
schoolmaster  used  due  vigilance,  such  could  not  have  been  done  unknown  to 
mm.  Having  stated  the  irregularities  that  have  come  under  our  notice  it  is 
but  justice  to  the  parties  concerned  to  give  the  explanations  offered  us.  A ’want 
oi  a sufficient  supply  of  water  has  been  assigned  for  not  having  the  women 
employed  in  the  laundry,  as  also  for  not  having  the  paupers’  meals  cooked  in 
time,  and  for  the  house,  being  m a filthy  state ; doors  without  locks  as  a reason 
for  classification  not  being  observed  ; the  illness  of  the  roaster  for  the  innaceu- 
racy  of  the  books,  and  that  of  the  matron  for  the  want  of  cleanliness  in  her 
department  Ihese  explanations  we  leave  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Board  who 
will  no  doubt  bear  in  mind  the  additional  duties  thrown  upon  the  assistants, 
ilie  female  side  of  the  house  has  been  crowded  to  excess  ; but  the  removal  of 
the  schoo  children,  307  of  whom  left  this  day  (Tuesday,  to  occupy  the  auxiliary 
house  at  Jamestown,  will,  we  trust,  make  ample  room  for  the  remainder,  and  lead 
to  then-  being  employed  in  a reproductive  manner  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union 
ihe  school  tables  and  forms  will  be  sent  to  Jamestown,  and  others  will  be 
required,  which  we  recommend  the  Hoard  to  supply  without  delay.  The  dining 
hall  is  not  supplied  mtli  the  number  of  tables  and  forms  it  is  calculated  to  con 
tain,  nor  is  there  a sufficient  number  of  plates,  porringers  and  spoons,  the  want 
oi  winch  extends  the  hours  of  meals  to  an  inconvenient  length  of  time.  We 
recommend  the  Board  to  order  these  indispensably  necessary  articles.  We  are 
prepared  with  notes  of  the  inaccuracies  in  the  accounts  referred  to  in  this  Report 
We  have  omitted  to  insert  them,  to  avoid  taking  up  the  time  of  the  Board,  that 
it  may  at  once  adopt  such  measures  as  are  best  calculated  to  regulate  the  Work 
house  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  Commissioners.  Carrick-on-Shannon 
9 January  1850.  Signed,  Owen  Lloyd,  Chairman.” 
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It  is  also  necessary  to  compare  this  document  with  the  Report  of  the  District 
Inspector,  Colonel  Clarke,  dated  3 January  1850,  on  the  same  subject;— 

‘ The  entire  subject  of  the  management  of  the  Workhouse  was  under  discussion 
yesterday,  and  such  a disclosure  of  gross  neglect,  and,  I fear,  worse  practices 
nev’er  came  under  my  observation.  It  appears  that  the  pauper  inmates  of  the 
W orkhouse  have  not  had  a change  of  linen  for  many  weeks,  while  an  abundant 
supply  is  lying  rotting  in  its  filth  unwashed.  It  was  admitted  by  the  Board  as 
a well-known  fact,  that  soap  and  other  property  of  the  Union  was  sold  in  lar°-e 
quantities  in  the  town  of  Garrick  ; that  the  dormitories  and  every  other  part 'of 
Uui,°m  fre  m a raost  fil%  and  disgusting  state,  the  matron  having  a family 
of  five  children  residing  with  her  in  the  Workhouse.  With  regard  to  the  master 
there  is  a total  want  of  discipline  and  classification  : the  clothing-books  are  not 
made  up  ; the  relief  lists  and  registers  do  not  correspond,  there  being  errors 
both  in  number  and  date.  No  regular  system  of  feeding  the  paupers  seems  to 
have  been  adopted  ; large  quantities  of  flour  are  given  to  the  baker  without 
c leek  on  the  quantity  of  bread  produced,  and  the  assistant-master  was  detected 
passing  loaves  as  three  pounds  weighing  only  two  and-a-half  pounds.  The 
g-ate  of  the  male  adult  yard  continually  open,  and  the  porter’s  office  useless.” 

No  doubt  whatever  was  thrown  on  these  facts  and  statements.  The  Report  was 
adopted  by  the  Board  with  the  sanction  of  Colonel  Clarke,  who,  on  the  faith  of 
ns  accuracy,  recommended  the  dismissal  of  the  officers  of  the  Board.  It  was 
received  as  correct  by  Captain  Hayraes  also. 

It  it  true  that  Colonel  Clarke  admits  that  his  report  was  founded  rather  upon 
the  facts  laid  before  him  by  others,  than  as  the  result  of  his  own  special  inquiry 
but  he  had  a perfect  conviction  of  the  truth  of  the  statements.  He  considered 

that  Mr.  Lloyd  and  his  colleagues  were  so  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  details 
of  the  matter,  two  of  them  having  acted  as  Temporary  Inspectors,  that  it  did 
not  admit  of  a doubt  that  the  imputed  inaccuracies  existed,”  (465).  “ It  was 
self-evident,  from  the  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee,”  (466).  No  doubt  was 
l:™^o“t;!;(^rCtneSS  0f  46  Rep0rt’*ither  * Captain  Haymes,  or  any 


Upon  the  receipt  of  Colonel  Clarke’s  report,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
addressed  to  Captain  Hay mes,  what  appears  to  the  Committee  a just  rebuke. 
After  noticmg  Colonel  Clarke’s  report  of  the  gross  irregularities  prevailing  in 
Hie  W orkhouse  of  Camck-on  shannon,  they  express  their  surprise  that  their 
temporary  Inspector  should  not  have  reported  to  them  upon  the  existence  of 
sp  discreditable  a state  of  affairs  as  that  which  has  continued  for  a considerable 
time— as  the  Commissioners  were  the  first  time  informed  by  Colonel  Clarke’s 
Report : “It  is  the  duty  of  the  Temporary  Inspector,”  they  observe  “if  his 
representations  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  should  not  lead  to  the  immediate 
correction  of  abuses,  to  bring  the  facts  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Commissioners, 
with  the  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  remedial  measures  as  may  be  effectual” 
(Appendix,,  p.  454).  J ’ 


It  is  remarkable  that  this  communication,  so  far  from  suggesting  any  mistrust 
ot  the  local  Guardians,  directs  the  Temporary  Inspector  to  give  them  every  assist- 
ance m his  power.  But  the  preceding  Reports  by  no  means  support  the  inference 
which  might  be  drawn  from  the  words  of  the  petition,  namely,  that  all  these  abuses 
existed  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians.  Such  a conclusion  would  not  be 
consistent  with  the  evidence.  It  is  clear  that  some  of  the  irregularities  complained 
or  m the  internal  economy  of  the  Workhouse  originated  during  the  administra- 
tion ot  the  present  Board ; some  were  permitted  by  them  to  remain  unc.orrected, 
and  others  were  considerably  aggravated.  In  all  these  instances,  it  is  far  from 
being  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the  Local  Board  should  be  relieved  from 
tneir  just  responsibility.  It  should,  however,  be  borne  in  mind,  that  incessant 
and  pressing  labour  was  cast  upon  them ; that  the  Union  was  in  a bankrupt 
state;  that  their  cash  balance  did  not  exceed  200 1 ; whilst  the  paupers  to  be 
supported  exceeded  1,400  ; that  executions  had  issued  against  them  ; that  Sheriff’s 
ottcere  were  in  possession  of  the  Workhouse  and  its  furniture,  and  ihat  they  had 
not  sufficient  credit  to  procure  the  steam  apparatus  required  for  their  kitchen. 
iills  ^oes  not>  however,  excuse  the  evident  neglect  of  many  obvious  but  im- 
*170-)  c 3 portant 
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P°'tant,  tiUtlei’  by  "’hich,  °.rde,r  a?d  disciPline  might  have  been  maintained,  and 
some  ot  the  abuses  complained  of  averted,  or  at  least  mitigated.  The  Committee 
entertain  no  doubt  that  the  internal  economy  of  t.he'house  was  better  on  the  1st 

mitteo’  inD“cembe“  ”*  *°  be  "*  48  date  °f  the  ReP°rt  of  the  hrase 

nffhlwTk’  tbe  h^dical  Officer,  gives  a favourable  report  of  the  sanitary  state 
of  the  Workhouse  at  the  period  when  the  Local  Board  resumed  office,  and  alludes 
m terms  of  praise  to  the  exertions  of  the  Vice-Guardians  and  Inspectors,  drain 
1-  days  previous  to  the  retirement  of  Messrs.  Mortimer  and  Robinson,  Captain 
Haymes  says,  that  lie  found  the  Workhouse  in  clean  and  decent  order.” 

Jhe  F'hC’Pal  causes  of  these  abuses  is  traceable,  first,  to  the  great  irregularity 

wrandlv  to  A*  b°?tS  “I**6  a".10nwer.e  keP‘>  checked  and  inspected;  and! 
secondly,  to  the  misconduct  and  incapacity  of  the  Union  officers.  The  Com- 
mittee proceed  to  observe  upon  these  two  branches  of  their  inquiry. 

?be  dlsso.Iutl™  of  tlle. drst  local  Board  it  appears  clear  that  great  irregulari- 
ties prevailed  in  the  mode  m winch  the  books  were  kept,  (45).  This  was  foflowed 

tt:heca,nIS-Salf°f  a®  ° SCe-r1  °f  *he  houf  • An  assistant-clerk  (Armstrong)  was 
thaftbe  I P v”  n spe?'al  p,S'p0Se  °f  correctinS  *0  books,  and  it  is  evident 
tl  the  dlf  ,c„e:®ua,;dlans  D“«oan  and  Reilly  applied  themselves  earnestly 
o the  discharge  of  this  duty.  ” Every  book,”  the  assistant-clerk  states,  “ whs 
in  arrear  and  incorrect,  (3892).  No  regular  register  was  kept  during  six  weeks 
before  betook  charge  (3892).  The  firsfeffort  made  to  correct  the  fofmer  Tn-om 

(Jsau  Ind  wf' 7 wa5,C0?mmCf  fiye  weeks  after  their  appointment 
the!  ’ ,d  completed  till  the  29th  April.  For  nearly  four  months 

he  accounts  were  not  kept,  (730).  Yet  there  call  be  no  doubt  that  a veTcon! 
siderable  improvement  was  effected  at  this  period;  but 'the  case  appeL  to 
theCWf  reryd— erent  Urde,r  Messrs-  R°binson  and  Mortimer.  Mr?  Power 
relief  Hsi  ‘ fee!s  n°  doubt”  that  the  inconsistencies  between  the 

9W  existed  in  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  (973.  976, 

11,  , he  further  expresses  a distinct  opinion,  that  “ the  Vice-Guardians 
p ™Jd  ,have,  dlsc“'ered  tliese  irregularities,  and  corrected  them,”  (973  ) Mr 
Power  has  also  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  regulations  made  to 

ffie  Vfc!  Guaerdln“  ‘.““V*  "“S™6'  (100T>  He  statra  ‘bat  it  was  the  duly  of 
e \icl -Guardians  to  enforce  these  regulations  (1008),  and  that  if  thev  had 

done  so,  the  fact  that  rations  had  been  drawn  for  paupers  not  on  the  list  would 
to  !Cwd  llhave  bee?,  dls,covered>  (100°)-  Captain  Haymes,  on  his  first  visit 
dLn!  f*  orkl,““ae  m Oc‘obcr.  and  during  the  management  of  the  Vice-Guar- 

Mv  fenlh-  alfriie  h bl°ll  Tere-n0t  prTrly  kept;  the  books  were  PMticu- 
larlj  faulty  , all  the  books  belonging  to  the  master  were  loosely  kept  • vet 

weekly  to  Ihe  P^riT1'?- m°”  ' Previ™slyltLe  Vice-Guardians  had  certified 

Clerk  s ^ccounri^^m^Iia^found^lm^^o^  be  c^rrecWlsl 61  ^On!?  b!asd31' ,aud 
rk  P!a“  »y  ‘be  Local  Board,  it  app^l!  SapS 
the  inconsistency  between  the  rations  and  the  registers  had  Gvictwl  1 

longer  period  than  the  government  of  the  Locaffi,  and seemed!  Se 
portion  of  the  time  when  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in  office  (1820  1821)  the 
discrepancy  having  certainly  continued  for  some  length  of  time  • he  thinks 

Cantyeralm“mh%?822)4  K°De  °f  3’ese  disotopracles  wer 
noti.eu  in  Captain  Haymess  earlier  and  more  favourable  account  of  th„ 
management  of  the  Union  by  the  Vice-Guardiins  “ 7,  a0l-0UIM  01  th« 

that  he  had  not  then  ascertained  them  (is4)  nor  did  he  do so & 
subsequently,  nor  till  the  frauds  and  Uglr44  lad ’been ’ tlZZTe 
Local  Guardians,  to  whom  the  merit  of  the  discovery  is  exclusively  due  3This 

torwvmedieventhy  CTam  Haymes  himse!f’  <1915>-  The  testimony  of  Cap, 

ters  were  employed,  that  irregularities  crept  in,  and  that  every  discharge  and 
admission  was  nqt  correctly  inserted,  (32Q5)!  1 uiscuaige  and 


Put 
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neglect  home  to  the  Guardians  themselves  The  Committee  We  T ■ j 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Vice-GuardLns , ftTSfsSS  jSSX S? 
to  the  1st  September,  (Appendix,  p.  386,  et  seq.).  According  to  forms  officially 
P™;:fed  by  the  ^°°,r  J'aw  C.ommissi°ners,  the  duties  imposed  on  the  Vicl- 
of  the I'h*S  u 5a? cuJSr  ? sPeclfied’  and  amongst  these  is  noticed  the  inspection 
of  tlm  books  of  the  Clerks  and  Masters;  the  result  of  tvhich  is  dire’ ted  to  be 

1849  to  the  anaATinSPe-0tloo  “ Jt  “Pt*”3  that  from  tIle  January 

1849  to  the  30th  June,  m 23  successive  weekly  returns,  the  Clerk’s  book*  wptp 

only  inspected  three  times,  and  that  till  the  month  of  July  no  punctual  ner 
formance  of  tins  duty  seems  to  have  been  attempted,  and  even  then  h apMam 
from  Captain  Haymes,  that  the  report  is  not  to  be  relied  on  Tffis  neS  of 

fl  tVCPtrdpoorS  raS  r 6 leS?  e.xcusable>  as  ™ *e  16th  February  and°on  thef 
21st  April  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  called  the  attention  of  the  Vice-Guar 
dians  to  this,  and  they  were  specially  instructed  to  inspect  all  the  books  and  if 
any  serious  defect  or  irregularity  is  found,  to  note  it  in  their  week  ’y  report 
(Appendix  pp.  386,  386).  This  duty  was  neglected  or  most  imperfecfly  per 
-Oimed.  and  the  inspection  of  the  medical  report  books,  included  in  the  order 
orlM°Jrtes  “ P™*6’  °Verl°°ied  30  a3  * be  inferred  from  tlic 


■ Tlle.re  is ( another  document  which  the  Committee  have  had  the  means  of 
inspecting  themselves,  and  which  illustrates  these  irregularities  still  more  forcibly. 
A register  of _ deaths  is  provided  and  required  to  be  correctlv  kept.  This  docu- 
ment  is  submitted  to  Auditors  half-yearly,  is  signed  by  them,  and  must  serve  as  a 
voucher.  No  difficulty  or  complication  could  exist  in  keeping  so  simple  a record  : 
y et  even  tills  record,  the  importance  of  which  is  obvious  both  for  establishing 
civil  rights  and  possibly  for  determining  questions  of  criminal  law,  was  so 
slovenly  and  incomplete  that  blanks  were  allowed  to  exist  in  it  for  weeks 

thfpoorl  J r lmPerPeCt  reP^r  bears  the  signature  of  the  Auditors  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  All  this  establishes  incontestably,  and  on  docu- 
m™tar?T  e.videnca’  * ne,glect  ‘he  Vice-Guardians  in  keeping  the  books 
of  the  Umon.  To  tills  conclusion  Colonel  Clarke  arrived:  “I  find  that  the 

the  Ti  ,hai  S:aied-  °n,  the  °f.tlle  minutes>  that  certain  books  were  produced  to 
the  Board  a their  day  of  meeting,  and  that  they  were  filled  up  to  that  date 
and  initialed  by  him  as  a voucher  for  their  general  accuracy.  I find  that  this 
was  contrary  to  the  fact,  that  those  books  had  not  been  produced  as  being 
Sade  up  •>  he  edgel’  WSS  n°‘  made  UP  WeeUy’  and  tlle  cf0‘hing  books  were  not 


(453.)  “ Did  that  inaccuracy  take  place  during  the  time  that  the  Vice  Guar- 
ciians  were  in  office  ? 

“ It  must  have  taken  place  during  the  time  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in 
office,  because  the  books  were  not  made  up  for  a considerable  period,” 

. Tlle  late  Vice-Guardian,  Mortimer,  when  his  attention  was  called  to  the 
megulanty  of  the  register  of  deaths,  made  the  extraordinary  statement,  that  he 
considered  it  as  “not  being  very  important.”  Mr.  Mortimer  added  further, 
that  the  Master  and  Clerk's  books  were  daily  brought  before  tile  Vice-Guardians, 
though  not  initialed  by  the  officers  in  proof  of  their  correctness  (4110).  He 
also  states  that  the  books  were  as  regularly  kept  as  could  be  expeeLed  in  such  a 
Union  (4096)  ; all  which  is  contradicted  by  the  evidence  already  referred  to. 
He  however  suggests  that  matters  had  improved  in  this  respect,  and  makes  the 
startling  assertion,  “ Before  the  appointment  of  Vice-Guardians,  no  accounts 
whatever  had  been  kept  during  a period  of  three  years.”  If  the  Witness  be  not 
under  some  great  mistake  in  this  respect,  a most  inexcusable  violation  of  all  law 
has  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  the  Auditors,  and 
the  Guardians  of  Carrick. 


,,.Tko^gh  the  incorrectness  in  the  books  has  thus  been  traced  to  the  time  of  the 
Vice-Guardians,  it  was  not  discovered  by  the  Local  Board  till  the  month  of 
December.  It  should,  however,  be  remembered,  that  a similar  delay  in  dis- 
covering similar  abuses  occurred  during  the  administration  of  the  first  Vice- 
(•^0.)  c 4 Guardians, 
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Guardians,  Duncan  and  O'Reilly,  and  that  no  imputation  has  thereby  been  east 
on  those  active  and  intelligent  public  officers.  It  has  also  been  shown  with  what 
difficulties  the  Local  Guardians  had  to  contend  on  their  re-appointment ; their 
attention  was  at  first  necessarily  directed  to  the  collection  of  the  rates,  and  to  the 
providing  funds  for  maintaining  the  poor  in  the  Workhouse.  They  appointed 
various  Committees  on  their  first  meeting  (1262),  which  sat  most  laboriously 
from  day  to  day,  and  to  protracted  hours  after  night-fall ; and  when  by  their 
own  energy  they  had  discovered  these  frauds,  they  did  not  lose  a day  in  acting 
on  Colonel  Clarke’s  recommendation. 

§ 2.  Not  secondary  to  the  difficulties  springing  from  the  incorrectness  of  the 
books  were  those  which  arose  from  the  misconduct  and  incompetency  of  the 
officers  of  the  house.  No  one  of  these  had,  however,  been  appointed  by  any 
local  authorities.  The  paid  Guardians  were  appointed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, and,  in  their  turn,  selected  the  subordinate  executive  officers.  Messrs. 
Duncan  and  O’Reilly  seem  to  have  been  zealous  and  efficient  public  servants,  to 
have  done  much  for  the  reformation  of  the  Carrick  Workhouse  ; but  the  adminis- 
tration of  Messrs.  Mortimer  and  Robinson  does  not  lead  to  the  same  satisfactory 
result.  They  commenced  their  functions  in  February  1849.  A case  of  complaint 
against  Mr.  Mortimer  (into  which  it  is  not  material  to  enter)  having  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in  March  (Appendix,  p.  417),  the  Tempo- 
rary Inspector,  Captain  Wynne,  was  directed  to  examine  into  the  facts,  and  to 
report.  His  judgment,  as  conveyed  in  his  letter  of  March  24  th  (Appendix,  p.  41 7), 
was,  lie  informed  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Mortimer, 
the  Vice-Guardian  in  this  case,  was  “ irregular  from  beginning  to  end”  (Appen- 
dix, p.  418).  The  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  on  the  5th  April,  inquire  from  their 
Inspector,  “ whether  he  considers  the  Vice-Guardians  competent  to  the  effectual 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office”  (Appendix,  p.  419).  The  Inspector’s  reply, 
written  on  the  8th  April,  is  to  the  following  effect : “ I do  not  consider  the  Vice- 
Guardians  competent  to  discharge  their  duties  efficiently  or  satisfactorily.  The 
duties  of  Vice-Guardians  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  present,  at  this  moment,  diffi- 
culties of  no  ordinary  magnitude,  with  which  the  gentlemen  referred  to  seem  quite 
incompetent  to  deal”  (Appendix,  p.  419).  More  specific  statements  of  misma- 
nagement are  contained  in  another  Report  from  the  same  officer  (Appendix, 
p.  419) : “ A reduction  of  1C1  out-door  poor  has  been  effected.  * * It  should 
have  been  at  least  four  times  that  number.  * * Nothing  has  been  collected 

during  the  week.  The  Collectors  appear  to  have  voted  the  collection  completed, 
and  the  Vice-Guardians  seem  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  their  views  ; I am  bv  no 
means  disposed  to  concur  in  their  opinion.  ‘ * I should  not  faithfully ‘'dis- 

charge my  duty  if  I did  not  express  my  dissatisfaction  at  the  manner  the  executive 
duties  of  the  Union  are  performed  at  present,  and  the  conviction  that  the 
gentlemen  to  whom  these  duties  are  entrusted  are  unable  to  contend  with  the 
difficulties  such  a Union  presents.”  Captain  Wynne  recommends  that  at  least 
one  new  Vice-Guardian  should  be  appointed,  capable,  by  judgment,  energy,  zeal 
and  industry,  to  perform  his  duties  ; aud  he  concludes  as  follows  : “ I make  this 
communication  with  great  reluctance.  The  gentlemen  may  be  found  equal  to 
the  management  of  a Union  in  ordinary  circumstances,  though  unequal  to 
contend  with  the  difficulties  this  Union  presents”  (Appendix,  p.  420).  The 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  reply  that  they  will  “ bear  this  recommendation  in  mind 
should  an  opportunity  occur  of  acting  upon  it”  (Appendix,  p.  420).  On  xhe 
1st  May  Captain  Wynne  reverts  to  the  same  subject.  The  officers,  he  states  to  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  “express  their  dissatisfaction  at  the  want  of  attention 
their  regulations  receive  from  the  Vice-Guardians.  A misunderstanding  and 
want  ol  confidence  exist  between  the  Vice-Guardians,  which  must  militate 
against  the  interests  of  the  Union.  * * Much  unnecessary  delay  has  taken 
place  in  striking  the  rate”  (Appendix,  p.  422). 

In  the  following  month  of  June,  a very  serious  complaint  against  the 
Vice-Guardians  was  addressed  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  representing 
their  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  recovery  of  rates  due  from  immediate  lessors 
Before  proceedings  for  this  purpose  are  taken  in  the  Superior  Courts,  the  consent 
of  the  Commissioners  is  required  to  be  obtained.  At  Carrick-on-Shannon  pro- 
ceedings were  taken  contrary  to  law  and  justice  in  that  respect,  as  being  com- 
menced without  the  consent  of  the  Commissioners.  For  these  preliminary  pro 
ceedings  costs  were  illegally  charged  by  the  solicitor  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

The 
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The  complaint  was  referred  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  their  District 
Inspector,  Mr.  Flanagan,  who,  after  a special  inquiry,  reported  upon  it  as  follows  ■ 
— 28th  June  1849.  After  censuring  other  parts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  the  Inspector  reports — 


“ I find  that  for  the  rate  struck  in  October  1848,  no  proceedings  hare  been  taken 
to  enforce  the  arrears  returned  but  the  following  : a list  (as  I was  informed  by  the 
Vice-Guardians)  was  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
their  consent  to  sue  certain  immediate  lessors  named.  This  consent  was  not 
obtained;  nevertheless,  the  solicitors  to  the  Onion  have  been  instructed  to  write 
letters  to  those  different  persons,  and  where  the  letters  have  been  written  it 
would  appear  that  certain  costs  have  been  charged  and  demanded.  ’ 


App.  p.  437. 


“ S“cl\  a steP  may  TCTy  well,  and  ought,  according  to  professional  usao-e  to 
precede  the  commencement  of  an  action,  after  the  consent  of  the  Commissioners 
had  been  had;  but  I consider  such  a letter  from  the  solicitors  a very  improper 
proceeding  before  the  consent  is  obtained.”  ^ 


He  adds, — 

“ If  will  be  perceived,  therefore,  that,  in  reference  to  those  two  classes  of 
arrears,  I am  by  no  means  satisfied  either  that  sufficient  steps  have  been  taken  to 
enforce  their  payment,  or  that  the  steps  taken  have  been  proper.” 

Such  was  the  report  of  the  District  Inspector.  The  judgment  pronounced  by 
the  Foor  Law  Commissioners  is  equally  strong  in  condemnation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Vice-Guardians;  it  is  as  follows,  and  is  addressed  to  the  Vice-Guardians 
bearing  date  20th  July  1849  (App.  p.  440) : 

“ TJle  Commissioners  are  much  dissatisfied  with  the  mode  of  conduction-  this 
branch  of  the  collection  of  tile  rates,  and  desire  to  receive  whatever  explanation  you 
can  afford  as  to  your  proceedings  on  the  several  points  reported  by  Mr.  Flanagan 
and  especially  with  regard  to  the  improper  practice  of  placing  the  collection  of 
rates  from  immediate  lessors  in  the  hands  of  your  solicitors,  before  you  have 
Fuperio  “DS™t,,° m the  Commissioners  to  proceedings  being  taken  in  the 

Another  serious  irregularity  is  to  be  found  in  the  improper  practice  adopted 
by  the  \ ice-Guardians,  of  omitting  to  enter  on  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  matters  of  which  it  was  most  essential  that  a permanent  record  should 
be  kept,  both  for  the  information  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  to  whom  such 
minutes  are  required  to  be  transmitted,  and  for  the  information  of  the  rate-payers 
who  very  justly  claim  to  know  how  the  discretionary  powers  of  the  Vice-Guardians 
are  administered.  The  communications  made  to  the  Board  by  the  Temporary 
and  District  Inspectors  are  more  especially  of  this  class.  It  is  only  by  preserving 
a record  of  such  communications,  and  of  the  mode  in  which  they  are  disposed  of 
that  due  responsibility  is  to  be  enforced  and  evidence  furnished  respecting  the 
discharge  or  the  neglect  of  duty  ; yet  it  appears  that  the  communications  from 
the  I emporary  Inspector  were  systematically  excluded  from  the  minutes  (130 
131).  When  Relieving  Officers  were  brought  up  and  admonished,  no  entry 
was  made  of  this  fact,  important  as  it  was  not  only  to  the  Board  and  to  the 
officer,  and  in  many  cases  important  to  the  Auditor  of  the  accounts  likewise 
(133).  An  example  still  more  flagrant  has  been  given,  p.  10,  where  important 
entries  have  been  actually  erased  from  the  minutes  by  order  of  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians. When  the  Chief  Poor  Law  Commissioner,  Mr.  Power,  was  questioned 
m relation  to  this  extraordinary  proceeding,  he  strongly  condemned  it;  in 
doing  so,  he  very  naturally  implied  a doubt  whether  a transaction  so  uniusti- 
habie  could  have  been  possible  (858).  But  the  fact  was  acknowledged  by 
Mr.  Mortimer  himself,  the  Vice-Guardian,  who  had  refused  to  allow  an  im- 
portant document  to  be  placed  on  the  minutes  (App.  p.  444).  This  was 
admitted  in  the  inquiry  instituted  at  Carrick,  and  also  in  examination  before  the 
Committee,  as  appears  from  the  following  extract : — 

(4163.)  “ Did  the  clerk  of  the  Union  ever  make  any  report  in  writing  on  his 
rough  minutes  ? ° 

He  made  a report,  which  should  have  gone  before  the  Commissioners,  on  his 
rough  minutes. 

(!70.)  d (4184.)  “ How 
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(4164.)  “ How  did  you  deal  with  that  ? 

“ I desired  him  to  scratch  it  out.” 

The  apology  suggested  for  this  most  illegal  mode  of  concealing  an  illegal  act  is 
so  futile  as  hardly  to  merit  consideration;  but  it  will  be  found  (p.  309)  in  the 
printed  Minutes.  The  Vice-Guardians,  it  'is  stated  by  their  clerk,  had  deter- 
mined absolutely  for  themselves  on  what  was,  or  on  what  was  not,  to  be  enterec 
ou  the  minutes  (142),  and  they  were  thus  enabled  to  keep  back  from  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  and  from  the  public  all  evidence  of  every  fact  or  order  which 
they  might  wish  to  conceal. 

The  Vice- Guardians  advertised  their  intention  to  strike  a new  rate  immediately 
previous  to  their  retirement  from  office.  A considerable  amount  of  uncollected 
arrear  being  still  due  and  outstanding.  The  effect  of  collecting  a new  rate 
under  such  circumstances  would  necessarily  have  been  to  impose  a double  burthen 
on  those  who  had  already  paid  their  taxes.  This  proceeding  was  arrested  by 
the  interposition  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  who  refused  to  sanction  a 
new  rate  till  more  of  the  outstanding  arrears  had  been  collected  (231,  232). 

“ The  Vice-Guardians  were  going  to  make  new  rates  when  they  had  10,000 1. 
in  arrear  uncollected,”  observes  the  Chief  Poor  Law  Commissioner  (845)  : “ we 
stopped  it.” 

It  is  difficult  to  reconcile  with  some  of  the  facts  adverted  to,  and  more  espe- 
cially with  the  Reports  of  Captain  Wynne  condemnatory  of  the  management  of 
the  Union,  the  very  favourable  Report  which  he  made  on  leaving  office  on  the 
30th  September  1849  : “ Order,  discipline  and  classification  prevail,”  he  observes ; 
“clothing,  bedding,  good  and  sufficient.  The  dietary  is  improved,  and  means 
of  industrial  employment  are  provided.  The  staff  is  efficient,  and  well  acquainted 
with  their  duties.” 

Captain  Wynne  was  succeeded  by  Captain  Haymes  on  the  1st  October  1849, 
and  it  somewhat  weakens  the  authority  of  the  favourable  Report  given  by  the 
former  Inspector  so  lately,  that  the  first  Report  addressed  to  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  by  his  successor  contains  the  following  statement  of  the  conduct 
of  the  inmates  of  the  Workhouse  and  of  the  officers  of  the  establishment : 

“ The  officers  of  the  Workhouse  appear  to  be  generally  efficient  in  their  several 
stations;  but  there  does  not  appear  that  unanimity  of  feeling  and  purpose 
among  them  so  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  good"  discipline  in  the  house ; 
and  the  result,  of  this  was  too  evident  on  Monday  last,  when  a large  number  of 
women  refused  to  eat  their  breakfast,  and  in  a most  tumultuous  manner  forced 
the  doors  and  quitted  the  house.  They  were  soon  brought  back  by  the  police, 
and  three  of  the  local  Magistrates  having  inquired  into  the  circumstances,  three 
of  the  ringleaders  who  had  excited  the  others  were  committed  to  prison  to  be 
tried  at  next  Petty  Sessions.  Being  present  at  the  examination,  enough  of  the 
hidden  truth  was  elicited  to  convince  me  that  the  chief  cause  of  tins  dis- 
order arose  from  this  want  of  unanimity  amongst  the  officers.  I,  therefore, 
suggested  to  the  Vice-Guardians  the  necessity  of  having  all  the  officers  of  the 
house  before  them  at  once,  to  point  out  the  result  of  their  conduct,  and  to 
admonish  them.  This  was  adopted,  and  I trust  will  have  a good  effect,  as,  since 
that  day,  there  is  an  evident  change  for  the  better.” 

It  is  deserving  of  animadversion,  that  when  these  three  Magistrates  of  the 
county  were  called  in  by  the  master  of  the  Workhouse  to  take  informations 
against  the  rioters,  and  when  one  of  them  proceeded  to  put  questions  to  the 
matron,  respecting  peculations  and  other  matters  which  had  occurred  in  the 
house,  Captain  Haymes,  the  Temporary  Inspector,  at  once  interposed  to  protest 
against  any  such  inquiries.  The  occurrence  is,  in  itself,  so  extraordinary  and  so 
reprehensible,  that  the  Committee  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  call  the  special  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  evidence  of  Air.  Kirkwood,  one  of  the  Magistrates  : 

“Air.  St.  George  and  his  agent,  Captain  Cox,  and  I,  three  Alagistrates,  returned 
to  the  Board-room  for  the  purpose  of  taking  those  informations-  Upon  our 
return,  I desired  that  Mrs.  Kelly,  who  held  some  situation  in  the  house,— 
I believe,  she  was  at  one  time  the  assistant-matron,  but  I am  not  quite  sure, 
— should  be  called ; and  on  my  putting  some  questions  to  her  relative  to  pecu- 
lations 
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lations  and  matters  that  had  occurred  in  the  house,  Captain  Haymes  stood  up 
and  he  said,  ‘Mr.  Kirkwood,  you  have  no  right  to  interfere  here,  except  as  a 
Magistrate ; you  have  no  right  to  put  any  questions  relative  to’  the  internal 
regulations  of  the  house  ; you  have  not  come  in  yet  as  Guardian,  and  you  have 
no  right  to  interfere.’  1 answered,  stating  that  I would  insist  upon  the  most 
‘ searching  investigation  from  the  abuses  which  I had  heard  had  taken  place  in 
£ the  house  ; that  Mr.  St.  George  and  I were  there  as  very  heavy  rate-payers,  and 
" Magistrates  also,  and  that  of  course  we  must  have  some  right  to  inquire  into  all 
those  abuses.” 

It  cannot  be  for  a moment  imagined  that  it  was  either  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature  or  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  in  constituting  and  appointing 
Vice-Guardians,  that  they  should  refuse  to  Magistrates,  being  rate-payers,  the 
power  of  inquiring  into  the  mode  in  which  Workhouses,  maintained  by  taxation 
levied  on  their  properly,  are  administered.  Such  a course  would  be  productive 
of  the  most,  obvious  injustice,  and  might  lead  to  the  most  unconstitutional 
results,  and  is  the  more  important,  when  we  find  the  Chief  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioner justifying  a refusal  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Vice-Guardians,  after 
their  removal  from  office,  on  the  ground  of  their  being  no  longer  in  the  public 
service.  If,  during  their  appointment,  Vice-Guardians  are  justified  in  withholding 
information  and  inquiry  from  Magistrates  and  rate-payers,  and  when  their  func- 
tions have  ceased  they  can  no  longer  be  questioned,  it  is  difficult  to  suggest  how- 
arbitrary  power  can  be  combined  more  fully  with  complete  irresponsibility. 

_ It  would  thus  appear  that  the  irregularities  of  the  books,  and  the  want  of 
discipline  of  the  officers  of  the  house,  have  existed  before  the  re-appointment 
of  the  Local  Board.  The  Committee  proceed  to  consider  the  mode  in  which 
the  Union  affairs  were  administered  subsequent  to  that  change,  on  the  1st 
November  1849. 

It  is  important  to  consider  in  what  state  the  Union  stood  on  the  re-appoint- 
ment of  the  elected  Board.  It  has  been  already  shown  that  the  Local  Guardians 
had  to  contend  with  accounts  and  records  most  imperfectly  kept ; and  they  were 
also  called  upon  to  exercise  their  functions  through  officers  without  discipline, 
and  unqualified  for  their  duty ; besides  which,  their  creditors  were  entitled  to 
executions  immediately  after  the  Local  Guardians  came  into  office.  “ One  of 
these  executions  has  been  laid  on,  and  there  have  been  Sheriffs  officers  in  our 
house  several  months”  (1417).  “ None  of  these  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken 
for  debts  incurred  by  the  Local  Guardians,  yet  the  Sheriff  has  been  in  possession 
of  our  property  for  a length  of  time  now”  (1425. 1419).  The  fees  to  the  Sheriff 
on  one  execution  amount  to  upwards  of  50  /.,  and  the  keeper’s  fees  are  2 s.  6 d. 
a day  for  each  man.  Captain  Haymes  reports  (Appendix,  p.  454),  “ That  he 
feared  the  law  must  take  its  course,  and  the  furniture  now  under  execution 
must  be  sold  on  the  11th  January.”  “The  Guardians  proposed  to  have  some  one 
to  buy  in  the  goods,  and  then  to  hire  them  from  the  buyer;  but  this  course  is 
subject  to  many  objections.” 

The  new  Guardians  met  for  the  first  time  on  the  8th  November,  and  applied 
themselves  with  diligence  to  the  performance  of  their  most  difficult  duties. 

The  Temporary  Inspector  reported,  “Adopting  my  suggestion,  the  Local 
Guardians  appointed  committees  of  inquiry  into  all  matters  concerning  the 
present  state  of  the  Union.  I could  perceive  there  was  a strong  disposition 
to  attend  seriously  to  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  and  to  carry  out  the  law  with  all 
possible  justice,  combined  with  the  greatest  economy”  (Appendix,  p.  447).  A 
Finance  Committee  was  at  once  named  for  the  necessary  duty  of  raising 
funds,  the  amount  on  hand  not  amounting  to  200/.  An  estimate  was  directed 
to  be  prepared  for  the  probable  requirements  of  the  ensuing  six  months.  No 
indisposition  was  shown  by  the  new  Guardians  to  take  the  most  vigorous 
measures  to  meet  their  engagements;  the  six  months’  estimate  amounted  to 
16,139  /.,  imposing  a rate  as  high  as  9 s.  6 d.  in  the  pound  in  certain  electoral 
divisions.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  Temporary  Inspector,  a rate  of  two-thirds  of 
this  amount  was  unanimously  agreed  to  ; Captain  Haymes  stating  that  the  Guar- 
dians appeared  anxious  to  make  new  rates  as  often  as  the  wants  of  the  Union 
might  require  (Appendix,  p.  449).  Till  the  month  of  December,  Captain  Haymes 

(170.)  e does 
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does  not  seem  to  have  complained  of  the  acts  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  with 
the  exception  of  his  disapproval  of  reductions  made  in  the  rations  of  officers  in 
the  soap  allowances,  ancl  in  some  of  the  salaries.  On  the  26th  December, 
the  Report  from  Dr.  Phelan,  already  referred  to,  was  received,  and  was 
referred  to  Captain  Haymes.  That  Report  was,  in  many  respects,  highly 
unfavourable;  it  dwelt  more  particularly  upon  the  overcrowded  state  of  the 
Workhouse,  the  disgusting  filth  of  the  probationary  wards,  the  want  of  straw, 
the  inadequate  supply  of  water,  and  the  irregular  hours  for  meals. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  Captain  Haymes,  in  a letter  to  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, acquiesces  in  the  justice  of  Dr.  Phelan’s  animadversions.  He  states 
that  he  had  never  known  a Workhouse  in  Ireland  so  dirty  and  so  ill-regulated  ; 
he  speaks  of  the  daily  spread  of  dysentery  and  fever,  a complaint  not  supported 
by  Dr.  Phelan’s  Report,  and  he  attributes  the  whole  of  these  irregularities  to 
the  neglect  of  his  representations  by  the  Local  Board  of  Guardians  (Appendix, 
p.  453). 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  no  trace  of  such  complaints  is  discoverable  in 
his  previous  reports. 

The  Special  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  followed,  exposing  the 
errors  of  the  financial  management  of  the  Union,  and  leading  to  their  correction. 
Colonel  Clarke’s  report  next  succeeded,  and.  all  the  delinquent  officers  were 
thereupon  dismissed.  Thus,  although  it  is  undeniable  that  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Local  Guardians  to  the  month  of  January,  the  internal  economy 
of  the  house  had  been  neglected,  and  various  abuses  had  continued  to  prevail ; 
as  soon  as  the  Board  were  in  full  possession  of  all  the  facts,  effectual  steps 
were  taken  to  provide  a remedy  for  the  two  great  sources  of  abuse,  irregular 
accounts,  and  the  reliance  upon  incompetent  or  unprincipled  officers.  The 
proceedings  of  the  Local  Guardians  have  subsequently  received  the  approval 
of  Captain  Haymes.  His  subsequent  reports  express  continued  and  increasing 
confidence  in  the  exertions  of  the  Local  Guardians.  On  the  2d  January  he 
states,  “ that  the  Board  are  alive  to  the  necessity  of  enforcing  energetic  measures 
to  restore  the  house  to  cleanliness  and  discipline.  A committee  of  three 
have  kindly  volunteered  their  services  to  work  daily  in  conjunction  with 
iny  suggestions.”  He  “ hopes  a speedy  return  to  order”  (Appendix,  p.  458). 
On  the  10  th  of  January,  he  states,  “That  the  House  Committee,  by  unceasing 
exertions,  have  produced  a sensible  amelioration  ; they  have  consented  to  continue 
their  valuable  services  for  another  week.”  On  the  13th  of  January  he  reports 
“ a gradual  improvement ;”  but  adds,  “ that  from  many  obstacles,  officers  in 
fever,  from  irregularities  of  books,  and,  above  all,  from  the  embarrassed  state  of 
the  finances,  a re-organisation  cannot  be  effected  at  once.  # * Much  has, 

however,  been  done  from  the  unceasing  efforts  of  the  Committee.”  “The 
Committee  of  Guardians  have  been  attending  daily,  nay,  even  to  a late  hour  at 
night,  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of.”  “ The  Committee  has  been  of  great 
service,”  he  observes  on  the  24th  of  January,  “ in  tracing  to  their  original  source 
the  many  great  irregularities  which  have ‘long  existed,  and  which  they  justly 
attribute  to  thq  gross  neglect  of  duty  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Union.” 

It  is  impossible  not  to  deduce  from  these  extracts  an  opinion  that  no  great 
amount  of  practical  blame  was  attributed  to  the  Local  Guardians  by  Captain 
Haymes,  either  in  his  communication  with  them  or  with  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners. It  is,  however,  true  that  after  the  Petition  from  the  Guardians  was 
presented  to  Parliament,  he  appears  to  have  expressed  a less  favourable  view 
of  their  proceedings  (Appendix,  p.  464).  But  it  is  evident  that  where  a 
discrepancy  exists  between  this  last  Report  and  those  which  were  written  at  the 
period  of  the  occurrences  which  he  describes,  the  authority  of  the  earlier  Reports 
is  to  be  preferred. 

The  attention  of  the  Chief  Poor  Law  Commissioner  having  been  specially 
drawn  to  Captain  Havmes's  Report  upon  the  Petition,  he  was  asked  (984),  “ Is 
Captain  Haymes’s  Report  satisfactory  as  it  stands?”  The  answer  is,  “I  cannot 
say  that.”  Prom  this  statement  the  House  may  draw  the  conclusion,  that 
although  the  Local  Guardians  may  be  blamed  for  not  applying  a speedier  and 
more  effectual  remedy  to  some  of  the  existing  abuses,  yet  it  would  be  most  unjust 
to  attribute  to  them  the  responsibility  for  tile  many  malversations  which  have 
been  shown  to  exist. 

The 
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The  21st  charge  alludes  to  thefts  of  clothes  discovered  when  stock  was  taken 
on  the  appointment  of  a new  master;  but  as  this  appointment  did  not  take  place 
till  February  or  March,  the  abstraction  or  loss  of  the  articles  might  have  occurred 
subsequent  to  the  1st  of  November,  that  is  to  say,  after  the  Vice-Guardians 
left  office,  and  during  the  time  the  elected  Board 'were  in  power,  the  evidence 
not  fixing  the  date  of  this  fraud.  There  is,  however,  reason  to  believe  that  similar 
practices  had  prevailed,  though  not  to  the  same  extent,  prior  to  the  return  of  the 
elected  Board;  and,  considering  the  number  of  the  Workhouse  inmates,  and 
character  and  conduct  of  the  Workhouse  officers,  it  is  not  possible  to  name-  any 
period  which  could  have  been  free  from  fraud  and  peculation. 

In  paragraph  22  the  Petitioners  bring  charges  of  neglect,  for  which,  on 
inquiry,  it  will  appear  that  they  themselves  are  responsible.  It  is  proved  that, 
in  January  1850,  some  of  the  linen  was  found  to  be  rotten,  and  unfit  for  use  ; but 
its  decayed  and  filthy  state  proceeded  from  its  having  been  left  by  the  elected 
Board  unwashed  for  eight  weeks.  It  appeal's  that  there  was  less  than  a week’s 
accumulation  of  foul  linen  in  the  yard  adjoining  the  washhouse  when  the  Vice- 
Guardians  retired  from  office ; but,  instead  of  transferring  it  to  the  washhouse 
regularly,  as  had  been  the  practice  under  the  former  Board,  the  elected  Guardians 
left  it  to  rot  in  its  own  filth,  till  eight  weeks’  neglect  had  rendered  it  unfit 
for  use.  It  must  also  be  observed,  that  the  allowance  of  soap  had  been  con- 
siderably diminished  by  the  elected  Guardians,  and  that  there  were  local  diffi- 
culties in  obtaining  water,  for  which  the  Board  were  in  no  way  responsible. 
Mr.  Mortimer  states,  that  he  inspected  every  part  of  the  Workhouse  on  the  28th 
of  October,  and  that  no  foul  linen  had  then  accumulated. 


1859,  I860. 
4213. 


1858. 


1908. 

415. 


This  is  the  last  specific  charge  put  forth  in  the  Petition  before  the  Committee  ; 
but  other  circumstances  have  been  incidentally  introduced  during  the  course  of 
the  inquiry  to  which  the  Committee  feel  it  their  duty  to  allude  in  their  Report. 

On  one  occasion  the  nurses  were  withdrawn  by  the  matron  for  a whole  night 
from  the  children’s  ward,  and  two  witnesses.  Gibbons  and  Gannon,  affirm  that 
two  deaths  occurred  during  their  absence. 

There  appear  to  have  been  four  hospital  or  infirmary  wards  in  the  Carrick 
Workhouse  at  the  male  side,  three  of  which  were  appropriated  to  sick  children, 
and  one  to  old  men  (1996)  ; there  was  a nurse  appointed  to  attend  each  ward,  and 
one  head  nurse,  named  Bridget  Gibbons.  At  the  date  of  the  occurrence  about  to  be 
described,  it  appears  that  there  were  56  sick  children  in  these  wards,  principally 
suffering  from  measles.  Mrs.  Kelly,  the  matron,  went  into  the  hospital  at  lb 
o’clock  at  night,  withdrew  the  four  nurses,  and  the  head  nurse,  from  the  care  of 
the  sick,  and  removed  them  to  the  female  side  of  the  house  (1991)  ; no  reason 
was  suggested  for  this  change,  which  the  matron  was  not  authorized  by  the 
Workhouse  regulations  to  make  without  the  sanction  of  higher  authority.  “ The 
interference  of  the  matron  with  the  nurses  would  have  been  irregular,'’’  observes 
Captain  Wynne  (2385).  He  had  never  heard  of  it  (2403),  nor  yet  had  it  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Vice-Guardians  (4268).  The  children  and  the  infirm  old 
men  were  left  the  entire  night  without  the  care  of  any  nurses  or  any  medical 
help.  A grown-up  pauper  boy  was  left  by  the  nurse,  as  she  says  (1998)  “to 
attend  on  the  poor  little  children  when  she  was  unable  to  attend  to  them  her- 
self.”. Another  boy  of  the  name  of  Gannon,  a pauper,  in  a state  of  weakness, 
suffering  from  severe  illness,  having  been  bled  and  blistered,  was  also  left  in 
charge  (3786);  neither  of  these  persons  had  been  previously  employed  in  attending 
on  the  sick  (2833.  3029).  Mary  Owens,  one  of  the  nurses,  states  that  she  thought 
it  very  hard  that  the  nurses  should  be  taken  away  from  the  children.  The  wards 
were  without  fire  or  candle  (3793);  the  children  were  crying,  the  witness 
Gannon  states  (3797) ; and  the  head  nurse  adds,  that  “ the  cries  of  the  children 
were  only  to  be  compared  to  the  cries  in  a vessel  wrecked  at  sea”  (1998).  In 
the  morning  the  nurses  were  re-admitted  to  the  wards,  the  head  nurse  coming 
in  early  with  medicine  (3804);  she  states  that  on  her  entrance  she  found  two 
children  dead  (2003),  the  one  lying  on  its  face,  the  other  on  its  side.  The  boy 
Gannon  also  states  that  he  saw  one  child  dead  in  the  lower  ward  (3804—5),  and 
that  another  died  soon  after  (3811);  he  says  the  bodies  were  removed  to  the 
dead-house  before  the  junior  nurses  returned  (3871).  In  the  morning  these 
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facts  were  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Dr.  Rutherford,  the  medical  atten- 
dant ; he  excused  the  five  nurses,  and  expressed  himself  greatly  displeased 
at  what  bad  occurred  (2870,  3033,  3157,  3159,  2875,  3038,  3160).  He  re- 
duced their  statements  to  writing  (2879),  and  told  them  to  “ take  care  what 
they  were  about,  as  it  might  be  within  seven  years  after  that  they  would  be 
called  on  to  give  an  account  of  the  transaction  on  oath”  (3035).  Dr.  Rutherford  is 
now  absent  from  Europe,  and  the  Committee  have  been  unable  to  obtain  an 
explanation  of  this  most  extraordinary  but  barbarous  transaction,  which  is  proved 
by  the  testimony  of  the  four  nurses,  and  of  the  boy  Gannon.  The  late  Vice- 
Guardian  Mortimer,  and  Captain  Wynne,  the  Inspector,  affirm  their  entire 
ignorance  of  this  transaction  (2403.  4268) ; and  if  Dr.  Rutherford,  as  seems 
probable,  made  any  written  report  on  the  subject,  it  has  not  been  produced.  The 
total  neglect  of  the  examination  of  the  medical  report  books,  and  the  utter  want 
of  regularity  in  the  registers  of  deaths,  have  made  it  impossible  to  obtain  any 
information  from  either  of  those  sources.  Dr.  Rutherford  was  subsequently 
called  on  to  resign  his  office,  in  consequence  of  serious  charges  brought  against 
him.  Cicely  Owen,  the  nurse  in  the  younger  children’s  ward,  has  been  selected, 
and  sent  out  to  Australia.  The  three  other  nurses  were  dismissed  during  the 
time  of  Captain  Wynne ; but  they  have  since  been  restored.  It  is  stated  on  the 
testimony  of  one  witness  (Bridget  Gibbons),  that,  in  connexion  with  this  transac- 
tion, Captain  Wynne  was  seen  passing  out  of  the  back  door  of  the  Workhouse  at 
an  unseasonable  hour;  but  this  rests  on  the  uncorroborated  testimony  of  one  wit- 
ness ; neither  is  it  shown  in  what  manner  the  removal  of  the  nurses  could  have 
facilitated  his  departure  or  his  admission.  There  is  a contradiction  in  respect 
to  the  date  at  which  the  removal  of  the  nurses  is  alleged  to  have  occurred ; but 
the  Committee  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  statement,  supported,  as 
it  is,  by  the  consistent  testimony  of  five  witnesses.  A stronger  proof  could  not 
well  be  given  of  the  imperfect  discipline  prevailing  under  the  control  of  Captain 
Wynne  and  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

No  explanation  has  been  given  of  this  extraordinary  proceeding,  and  the 
Committee  are  at  a loss  to  discover  the  motive  of  it. 

Another  case  appears  in  evidence  connected  with  the  interesting  subject  of 
the  emigration  of  orphan  girls  to  Australia.  The  House  is  aware  that  within  the 
last  few  years  this  system  has  been  introduced  with  a view  no  less  to  the  benefit 
of  the  colony  and  of  the  emigrant,  than  for  the  relief  of  the  Irish  Unions.  The 
strictest  rules  are  made  by  the  Government  to  guard  against  abuse.  The  In- 
spectors are  specially  instructed  to  select  female  orphans  of  good  character  from 
among  the  paupers,  and  to  recommend  them  for  the  approval  of  the  Emio-ration 
Agent  (936-1041).  Lists  prepared  by  tlie  Vice-Guardians  and  Inspector, 
accompanied  by  certificates  of  character,  are  required  to  be  laid  before  the 
Emigration  Agent  (1043).  A young  girl  of  the  name  of  Foley  had  been  a 
pauper  inmate  of  the  Carrick  Workhouse,  from  the  age  of  12  or  14  (1669)  ; she 
acted  as  servant  to  Mrs.  Kelly,  the  matron,  and,  if  evidence  taken  before  the 
Committee  is  to  be  trusted,  was  the  object  of  much  attention  from  Captain 
Wynne.  He  appears  to  have  taken  her  out  of  the  Carrick  Workhouse,  and  to 
have  sanctioned  her  removal  to  Boyle,  where  he  himself  resided,  placino-  her  in 
the  service  of  the  wife  of  his  clerk,  Mr.  Phayre  (l  690).  Captain  Wynne'explains 
this  transaction  by  stating  (2457)  that  his  clerk’s  wife  applied  to  him  to  get  her 
a servant  from  the  Workhouse,  and  that  in  consequence  the  matron  at  Carrick 
selected  Catherine  Foley.  No  explanation  is  given  to  show  why  this  application 
should  have  been  made  through  Captain  Wynne,  or  why  the  girl  should  have 
been  chosen  from  the  Union  of  Carrick,  when  there  was  a large  Workhouse  at 
Boyle,  where  Mrs.  Phayre  resided,  and  where  she  might  have  made  her  own  choice. 
Catherine  Foley  lived  six  or  seven  months  with  Mr.  Phayre  at  Boyle,  and  is 
stated  by  Captain  WTvnne  to  have  applied  to  the  Emigration  Agent  (Captain 
Henry),  who  visited  Boyle  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  emigrants.  The  same 
witness  adds  (2457)  that  Captain  Henry  informed  Foley,  that  if  she  returned  to 
Carrick  Workhouse,  he  would  take  her  name  and  recommend  her  for  emio-ration 
provided  she  procured  evidence  of  character  and  recommendations.  She  did  return 
to  Carrick  Workhouse  accordingly,  was  recommended  by  Captain  Henry,  and 
she  has  since  left  the  country.  Captain  Wynne  repeats  this  statement-  “ The 
case,”  he  observes,  “ came  fairly  before  Captain  Henry,  and  he  was  the  person 
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who  directed  she  should  return”  (2460).  He  adds  (2463),  “ I stated  the  facts 
fairly  to  Captain  Henry,  and  Captain  Henry  said  it  would  be  a hard  case  to 
prevent  her.”  He  repeats  for  the  third  time  (2472),  “ that  he  had  a communi- 
cation with  Captain  Henry,  at  Boyle,  respecting  the  selection  of  the  emigrants.” 
After  Catherine  Foley’s  return  to  Carrick,  it  is  proved  that  Captain  Wynne  gave 
her  some  money  (1705),  which  he  afterwards  explains,  whilst  admitting  of  the 
fact,  but  adding  a statement  that  a few  shillings  due  to  Catherine  Foley 
from  his  clerk’s  wife  were  transmitted  through  him,  and  that  he  never  paid  her 
any  money  from  himself  (2483,  2484).  Captain  Wynne  states  positively  that 
he  had  not  selected  Foley  for  emigration  (2461),  though  he  had  previously 
deposed  (2453),  that  she  had  been  recommended  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  the 
matron  and  by  himself ; the  Chief  Poor  Law  Commissioner  had  also  informed 
the  Committee  that  it  was  the  special  duty  of  the  Inspector  to  make  this 
selection  in  conjunction  with  the  Vice-Guardians.  When  these  facts  were 
brought  before  Mr.  Mortimer,  the  late  Vice-Guardian  (4274),  he  condemned 
the  whole  proceeding,  as  stated  by  Captain  Wynne,  as  in  the  highest  degree 
irregular  and  improper.  The  selection  of  Foley  whilst  in  service  at  Boyle  he 
censures  as  inconsistent  with  the  regulations,  and  with  his  ideas  of  propriety 
(4275),  and  adds,  that  he  would  not  have  recommended  her  had  he  known  these 
facts.  On  re-examination  at  a subsequent  day  (26  June),  Captain  Wynne  asked 
leave  to  correct  his  former  evidence,  as  not  “ critically  correct  ” (3749).  He  pro- 
ceeds to  contradict  his  former  statement ; denies  that  he  had  held  any  interview' 
with  Captain  Henry  respecting  Catherine  Foley;  he  alleges  that  be  had  not 
held  any  intercourse  with  him  directly  or  indirectly  on  the  subject.  He  further 
states  (3749),  that  so  far  was  it  from  being  true  that  the  first  application  of 
Catherine  Foley  had  taken  place  at  Boyle,  w'hilst  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Phayre, 
as  he  had  himself  circumstantially  and  repeatedly  deposed,  she  had  been,  on  the 
contrary,  many  months  previously  selected  as  an  emigrant  at  Carrick,  and  was 
only  sent  to  Boyle  till  she  could  be  transmitted  to  Australia.  The  Com- 
mittee need  not  point  out  the  irreconcilable  contradiction  between  these  two 
statements,  and  the  difficulty  of  believing  that  Captain  Wynne  could  have  been 
deceived  in  the  first  account  which  he  gave  of  this  illegal  and  unjustifiable 
transaction. 

Scenes  revolting  in  their  nature,  and,  if  true,  destructive  of  all  confidence  in 
the  superior  officers  of  the  Union,  have  been  described  by  some  of  the  witnesses  ; 
but  the  evidence  on  these  subjects  is  so  incomplete,  that  the  Committee  only 
refer  to  the  matter  for  the  ^purpose  of  stating  that,  without  further  corrobora- 
tion, they  must  report  these  additional  charges  as  not  at  present  established  in 
evidence. 

The  Committee,  in  conclusion,  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  state,  that  neither 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in  Dublin,  nor  the  officers  at  Carrick-on-Shannon, 
have,  in  the  instance  now  under  consideration,  displayed  that  activity  and  judg- 
ment in  the  performance  of  their  duties  which  the  public  have  a right  to  expect. 
Serious  charges  against  public  officers  were  brought  before  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners from  time  to  time,  and  allowed  either  to  drop  after  an  imperfect 
inquiry,  or  to  pass  by  entirely  unnoticed.  The  Vice-Guardians  kept  a most 
imperfect  record  of  their  proceedings,  and  in  some  instances  suppressed  evidence 
which  it  was  their  duty  to  have  forwarded  to  their  superior  officers.  They  also 
neglected  the  most  essential  check  to  extravagance  and  fraud,  namely,  the  exami- 
nation of  the  Union  books.  The  Inspectors  did  not  regularly  give  a faithful 
report  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  but  in  some  instances  expunged  just  com- 
plaints from  their  minutes,  and  in  others  contradicted  their  own  previous 
assertions.  The  clerk  and  the  master  were  either  incapable  or  unwilling  to  keep 
the  books  properly,  while  the  matron  does  not  appear  to  have  been  equal  to  her 
place,  or  properly  conducted  in  it. 

The  Committee  are  also  bound  to  add,  that  some  of  the  Local  Guardians 
examined  appear  to  have  formed  an  inadequate  idea  of  the  proper  mode  of 
performing  their  important  duties.  Unless  a strict  supervision  is  exercised 
over  the  conduct  .of  the  officers — unless  the  accounts  are  periodically  examined 
and  controlled — unless  the  house,  is  regularly  inspected,  and  the  performance 
of  the  contracts  duly  enforced,  the  relief  of  distress  will  be  inadequately  provided 
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for,  whilst  the  resources  of  the  Union  may  be  exhausted.  Successful  fraud  will 
lead  to  the  demoralization  of  the  people ; unprincipled  prodigality  will  dry  up  the 
sources  of  industry.  These  remarks,  true  in  all  countries,  apply  to  Ireland  with 
peculiar  force.  What  in  more  fortunate  countries  may  produce  danger,  cannot 
fail  to  lead  to  absolute  ruin  in  Ireland,  where  the  difficulties  of  administering  a 
Poor  Law  are  so  great,  and  the  consequences  of  failure  are  so  fatal. 

And  the  Committee  have  directed  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  them, 
together  with  an  Appendix,  to  be  laid  before  your  Lordships. 


PETITION. 


To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled; 

The  PETITION  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Sheweth, 

That  the  gross  valuation  of  the  Union  is  59,974  /. 

That,  in  the  month  of  January  1848  the  local  Board  of  Guardians  were  dissolved,  and 
two  paid  officers,  called  Vice-Guardians,  were  appointed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
in  their  places,  with  an  Inspector,  whose  duties  appear  to  have  been  undefined. 

That  these  Vice-Guardians  had  salaries  assigned  to  them  out  of  the  funds  .of  the  Union 
of  250/. a year  each,  and  travelling  expenses;  and,  being  strangers,  had  no  interest  in  the 
well-being  of  the  Union. 

That  the  amount  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Union,  at  the  time  of  their  appointment  was 
4,61 5 Z.  1 ’ 

That  these  Vice-Guardians  received  and  disbursed,  during  their  administration,  17  351 /. 
of  Government  advances,  and  in  various  descriptions  of  aid. 

That  a rate  was  made  in  November  1847,  which,  exclusive  of  arrears,  amounted  to 
8,018/. 

That  they  made  a rate  in  September  1848,  exclusive  of  arrears,  amounting  to  9,537/. 

That  they  made  another  rate  in  May  1849,  amounting  to  9,465/. 

That  the  aggregate  of  these  sums  which  passed  through  their  hands  (save  rate  arrears) 
during  the  21  months  of  their  administration,  was  45,27 1 /. 

That  such  has  been  the  state  of  exhaustion  of  the  Union,  from  all  this  inconsiderate 
drainage  of  its  capital,  that  5,283/.  remains  uncollected;  and  to  aggravate  this  mischief 
the  state  of  the  law  has  been  left  so  incomplete  that  it  is  almost  inoperative  against  persons 
who  are  unwilling  to  pay,  and  who  can  successfully  conceal  the  parties  who  have  the  leo-al 
title  to  their  estates  vested  in  them.  Notwithstanding  this,  and  that  multitudes  of  those 
persons  who  had  anything  left  in  the  Union  have  fled,  and  are  flying,  to  foreign  countries  to 
escape  from  their  own,  as  no  longer  fit  to  live  in,  your  petitioners  have  been  compelled  to 
go  through  the  ceremony  of  imposing  a new  rate,  amounting  to  15,000/.,  including  the 

arrears  outstanding ; and  although  they  have  more  than  once — as  it  was  their  duty informed 

the  Commissioners  that  it  could  not  be  collected,  and  have  asked  permission  to  levy  it  by 
two  instalments,  that  has  been  refused  them.  J y 

That  the  aforesaid  Vice-Guardians  were  displaced  by  the  local  Board  of  Guardians  on 
the  first  of  November  last,  after  having  wasted  the  funds  and  resources  of  the  Union  by 
gross  negligence,  as  will  appear  hereinafter,  up  to  the  last  hour  of  their  official  existence 
and  had  actually  advertised  to  enter  into  contracts  to  bind  the  local  Board  who  were  to* 
succeed  them  on  the  Slst  of  October,  the  very  day  that  their  authority  was  to  expire  • but 
were  prevented  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  was  informed  of  it  by  one  of 
your  petitioners.  J 

That  this  unseemly  course  was  the  less  excusable,  as,  throughout  their  tenure  of  office, 
contracts  of  a most  extravagant  description  were  made  by  them,  the  result  of  which  has 
been  a debt  of  6,500  /.  left  to  the  oppressed  rate-payers  to  defray,  and  for  part  of  which 
there  is  an  execution  in  the  Union  Workhouse ; and  for  other  sums,  such  are  threatened. 

. T^t  one  of  these  Vice-Guardians  wasa  person  who  should  never  have  been  appointed  to  any 
situation  of  trust,  as  he  had  adopted  the  practice  of  dealing,  for  his  own  wants,  with  several 
of  the  persons  who  were  contractors  for  the  supply  of  various  articles  for  the  Union  ; and 
when  he  was  on  the  point  of  retiring,  was  processed  and  decreed  against  by  five*  such 
parties,  and  was  processed  by  another,  for  money  lent,  which  was  paid  previous  to  the 
decree,  and  left  Carrick-on-Shannon,  not  even  paying  his  rent. 

That  the  appointment  of  one  individual  to  be  Inspector,  and  to  act  arbitrarily  over  us 
will  appear  to  be  equally  reprehensible;  he,  previous  to  his  removal,  compelled  one  of  the 
Relieving  Officers,  in  despite  of  remonstrance,  to  place  on  the  relief  list  a woman  of  bad 
character,  with  whom  he  was  cohabiting ; and,  on  the  Relieving  Officer  refusing  to  do  so 
and  informing  him  that  she  held  ground,  and  was  not  in  need  of  out-door  relief,  he  persisted 

in 
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in  bringing  the  case  before  the  Vice-Guardians,  who  ordered  her  relief ; and  this  was  done  on 
three  several  occasions.  That  an  investigation  was  demanded  of  the  Commissioners  upon 
this  immorality,  and  evaded  by  them. 

Your  Lordships  will  judge,  by  this  depraved  instance,  of  the  temper  of  this  officer’s 
administration  of  other  men’s  resources. 

That  to  such  an  extreme  of  disorganization  had  the  workhouse  arrived,  on  your  petitioners’ 
resumption  of  office,  that,  early  in  January,  Colonel  Clarke,  the  Inspector,  by  order,  attended 
your  petitioners’  Board,  and  recommended  that  a general  clearance  of  all  the  officers  (save 
the  Clerk)  should  be  made,  which  your  petitioners  proceeded  to  effect.  The  books  were 
found  to  be  in  such  confusion,  and  such  a system  of  fraud  was  engrafted  into  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  house,  that  the  names  of  upwards  of  196  persons  were  found  to  have  been  on  the 
register  who  were  not  present  in  it ; and  rations  were  regularly  drawn  for  them,  and  charged 
to  the  Union,  up  to  the  26th  of  January,  when  it  was  discovered,  as  if  they  had  been  present; 
that  is,  for  six  months  previous  to  that  date  ; and  there  were  84  persons  in  the  house  whose 
names  were  not  on  the  register  at  all. 

That,  on  the  26th  November,  it  was  discovered  that  the  fuel  brought  by  the  contractors 
to  the  house  was  deficient  12  cwt.  in  each  load  ; and,  on  inquiry,  your  petitioners  discovered 
that  this  custom  of  receiving  all  the  supplies  for  this  immense  establishment,  without  any 
check  on  delivery,  had  been  the  general  practice  of  the  Vice-Guardians.  One  coal  contractor 
stated,  that  when  he  proposed  for  the  contract,  he  counted  on  every  ton  of  coal  making  28 
cwt.,  in  the  way  contractors  heretofore  had  supplied  that  article. 

That  the  greatest  laxity  was  found  to  have  prevailed  in  the  execution  of  the  bonds  of  the 
Rate-collectors  and  Relieving  Officers,  and  their  securities. 

That  the  Commissioners  themselves  knew  there  had  been  gross  neglect  in  these  particu- 
lars, because,  in  their  letter  of  the  18th  December  last,  they  express  their  displeasure  at 
“ the  loose  and  negligent  manner  in  which  the  important  business  of  obtaining  proper  secu- 
rities from  the  officers  of  the  Union,  by  the  late  Vice-Guardians,  had  been  conducted.” 

That,  in  the  month  of  January,  it  was  discovered  that  the  milk  contractors  were  in  the 
habit  of  supplying  a spurious  mixture,  in  the  name  of  milk,  to  an  enormous  extent ; and, 
after  the  discovery,  it  appeared  they  had  scarcely  any  pure  milk  to  supply ; and  then  there 
suddenly  was  made  a report  to  the  Board,  that  there  was  not  milk  enough  even  for  the 
hospital,  in  which  there  were  222  sick,  and  the  aggregate  number  in  the  house  was  1,637, 
of  which  355  were  infants  and  children  ; and,  in  the  month  of  October,  your  petitioners 
find  there  were  4,000  quarts  of  sweet  milk  paid  for,  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  per  week. 

That,  on  the  26th  December,  and  while  the-  late  master  and  matron  w'ere  as  yet  undis- 
charged, it  was  also  discovered  that  the  straw  in  the  paupers’  beds  had  not  been  changed 
for  seven  months,  and  it  was  so  reported  to  the  Board  ; so  that  from  this  filth,  sickness  and 
disease  were  rapidly  increasing  : at  this  time  the  contract  was  in  full  force  with  the  Union 
for  a proper  supply  of  straw,  with  the  same  contractor  as  for  fuel. 

That  on  the  newly-appointed  master’s  proceeding  to  take  an  account  of  the  stock, 
clothing  and  furniture  left  in  the  house,  and  comparing  the  number  of  articles  found  with 
those  charged  lor  as  having  been  supplied,  4,372  articles  were  found  abstracted  or  wanting; 
but  which  he  was  not  able  to  say. 

That  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Board,  on  an  inspection  of  the  clothing  left,  found  it 
all  rotten,  and  mixed  with  the  clothing  of  the  paupers,  stored  on  their  entry ; that  it 
emitted  a smoke  and  foul  exhalation,  and  was  ordered  to  be  turned  out  and  burned,  to 
prevent  infection — to  the  value  of  60  l. 

That  your  petitioners  must  be  permitted  to  remind  your  Lordships,  that  the  expenditure 
of  the  country,  for  this  all-devouring  Poor  Law,  had  reached  nearly  two  millions  sterling  in 
the  year  1849,  although  the  amount  to  which  the  present  Prime  Minister  pledged  himself, 
in  the  year  1836,  when  he  introduced  the  measure,  was,  that  it  should  not  exceed  260,0001. 
per  annum  ; and  to  this  your  petitioners  considered  his  faith  was  pledged,  when,  upon  that 
representation,  he  induced  your  Lordships  to  adopt  the  measure. 

That  this  ruinous  course  has  been  persisted  in  against  the  known  opinions  of  the  entire 
collective  Representation  of  Ireland. 

That  your  petitioners  are  confident  they  have  only  been  able  to  bring  to  light  a small 
portion  of  the  fraud,  imposition  and  plunder  of  which  they  have  been  the  victims  ; but  they 
conceive  they  have  detailed  enough  to  convince  the  conscience  of  your  Lordships  that  they 
are,  and  have  been,  deplorably  oppressed;  and  as  they  are  not  only  willing,  but  anxious,  to 
prove  every  syllable  advanced  in  this  petition  before  your  Lordships,  they  trust  your 
Lordships  will  not,  in  future,  give  credence  to  general  assertions  of  improvement  or  pros- 
perity in  this  country,  which  are  only  supplied  by  persons  interested,  to  deceive  the  respon- 
sible Ministers  of  the  Crown,  one  of  whom,  your  petitioners  learned,  was  induced,  at  the  close 
of  last  Session,  to  state  to  Parliament,  that  the  Poor  Law  was  “ working  well  in  Ireland,” 
while,  in  fact,  in  the  west  and  south  it  has  been  working  its  ruin. 

That  your  petitioners  pray,  that  the  authors  of  these  calamities,  be  they  who  thev  may, 
shall  be  speedily  brought  to  account,  and  to  justice,  by  all  the  means  which  the  constitution 
will  allow. 

Your  petitioners  also  pray,  as  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  of  Her  Majesty,  that  they  may 
be  emancipated  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Poor  Law  Inquisition,  which  has  been  permitted  to 
coil  itself,  as  it  were,  around  their  existence.  A provision  for  the  aged,  sick  and  impotent  is 
indispensable  in  a Christian  country ; but  all  beyond  that  is  quite  unsuited  to  Ireland,  and 
has  been  forced  upon  her  by  the  ravings  of  English  theorists,  or  the  schemes  of  needy  specu- 
lators, anxious  to  fasten  themselves  upon  the  public  purse.  The  exalted  character  of 
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Christian  charity  has  been  poisoned  by  misplaced  expenditure,  and  the  morals  of  the 
population  deteriorated  for  half  a century  to  come. 

That  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  state,  that  from  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  in  the  mouth  of  January  1848,  up  to  the  time  of  their  removal  in  October  1849 
being  a period  of  21  months,  your  petitioners  had  no  power  of  interfering  in  their  own  affairs, 
or  of  correcting  any  of  the  ruinous  abuses  set  forth  in  this  their  petition ; and  that  your 
petitioners,  from  the  time  of  their  taking  office,  on  the  1st  November  last,  have,  by  constant 
and  assiduous  attention  to  the  business  of  the  Union,  been  able  to  discover,  at  the  dates 
above  set  forth,  those  abuses,  and  no  sooner. 

That  your  petitioners  beg  to  submit  to  your  Lordships  the  expediency  of  having  such 
changes  made  in  the  existing  Pocr  Law  for  Ireland,  as  to  your  Lordships  may  seem  accom- 
modated to  the  existing  circumstances  and  difficulties  of  the  country.  All  which  is 
submitted. 


Westmeath,  Chairman. 
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-Die  Lunce,  6°  Mali  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  JOHN  BOYCE  CLARKE  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows  : 


1.  YOU  are  clerk  of  tlie  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon? 

I am. 

2.  How  long  have  you  been  clerk  ? 

I have  been  about  eight  years  clerk  altogether. 

3.  What  was  the  date  of  your  first  entering  into  office  ? 

The  date  of  my  first  entering  into  office  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  was 
the  5th  of  June  1847  ; I was  five  years  clerk  previously  in  another  Union. 

4.  But  in  this  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  you  have  only  been  clerk  from 
the  5th  of  June  1847  ? 

Yes. 

5.  At  the  time  you  became  clerk  of  the  Union,  was  there  an  elected  Board  of 
Guardians  ? 

There  was. 

6.  IIow  long  did  that  elected  Board  of  Guardians  remain  after  you  became 
clerk  to  the  Union  ? 

Until  January  184S. 

7.  In  January  1848  they  were  dismissed  ? 

They  were  dissolved. 

8.  And  Vice-Guardians  appointed  ? 

Yes. 

9.  Who  were  the  Vice-Guardians  in  the  first  instance? 

James  M.  O’Reilly  and  Robert  Agnew  Duncan. 

10.  Have  you  all  the  books  with  you  ? 

I have  the  principal  books. 

11.  What  is  the  gross  valuation  of  the  Union? 

Fifty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy  nine  pounds  seven  shillings 
and  four-pence. 

12.  When  the  Vice-Guardians  came  into  office,  do  you  know  what  were  the 
liabilities  of  the  Union  ? 

They  were  about  4,615?. 

13.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  persons  that  were  then  receiving  relief? 

I do,  on  reference  to  the  minute-book ; there  were  889  paupers  receiving 
in-door  relief  on  the  22d  of  January  1848. 

14.  And  how  many  out-door  ? 

There  were  on  the  29th  of  January  1848,  2,268  receiving  out-door  relief. 

15.  When  the  Vice- Guardians  came  in,  did  they  revise  the  out-door  relief  list 
and  the  in-door  list  of  paupers  ? 

They  took  steps. 
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16.  Can  you  state  why  the  Board  was  dissolved,  and  why  the  Vice-Guardians 
were  appointed ; what  complaints  were  made  against  the  Board  ? 

I recollect  that  in  the  first  instance  the  Local  Board  made  application  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Poor  Law,  for  paid  officers  to  act  in  the  Union;  the  Commis- 
sioners did  not  accede  to  the  request  of  the  Board  at  the  time  ; and  some  time 
subsequently  the  Commissioners  thought  it  expedient  to  remove  the  Local 
Board  and  appoint  paid  officers. 

17.  Was  there  an  application  for  a Vice-Guardian  ? 

I swear  it  upon  oath  that  there  was— for  paid  officers ; I copied  the  application 
and  sent  it  off  myself ; I have  not  brought  the  copy  with  me. 

18.  Was  that  the  application  of  the  Board? 

Of  the  Local  Board. 

19.  The  Local  Board  itself  applied  for  the  appointment  of  paid  officers? 

Yes. 

20.  To  that  application  an  answer  was  returned,  of  course  ? 

Yes. 

21.  What  was  that  answer  in  the  first  case? 

It  was  negatived. 

22.  Was  there  any  thing  in  the  answer  stating  the  reason  why  it  was  refused  ? 

That  they  were  not  prepared  at  that  time,  as  well  as  I recollect,  to  appoint 

paid  officers  for  the  Union. 

23.  Have  you  a copy  of  that  letter  of  the  Commissioners  ? 

I have  not  with  me. 

24-  With  respect  to  that  letter,  is  there  no  minute  on  the  proceedings 
entered  ? 

I do  not  recollect  that  there  is ; it  was  the  Guardians  who  were  selected  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  that  by  itself  on  some  other  day  of  the  week  than  the 
ordinary  day  of  meeting. 

25.  It  was  not  a full  Board  ? 

It  was  not. 

26.  And  no  minute  was  entered  of  that  proceeding  ? 

I am  sure  the  letter  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in  reply  was  entered  on 
the  minutes. 

27.  Have  you  that  letter  ? 

I have  not. 

28.  Was  there  any  second  application  made  by  the  Local  Board  ? 

No. 

29.  There  was  only  that  application  made  by  them? 

Only  that  application. 

30.  How  long  after  the  letter  was  received  from  the  Commissioners  refusing 
to  appoint  the  Vice-Guardians,  were  the  Vice-Guardians  appointed  ? 

It  was  a long  time  afterwards. 

31.  How  long  do  you  call  a long  time  afterwards? 

I think  it  was  better  than  a half-year,  as  well  as  my  recollection  serves  me. 

32.  Have  you  the  letter  appointing  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

I have  not  got  the  sealed  order. 

33.  Was  there  any  other  communication  from  the  Commissioners  previously 
to  the  sealed  order  being  received,  with  regard  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Local 
Board  ? 

There  was  ; there  was  a letter  notifying  their  intention. 

34.  Merely  notifying  their  intention  ? 

As  far  as  I recollect.  

35.  Did 
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35.  Did  it  not  assign  any  reasons  for  that  dissolution  ? Mr  j s ciat-U 

No  ; the  sealed  order,  as  well  as  I recollect  now,  came  without  the  Guardians  

being  apprised  of  it,  or  aware  of  it.  6th  May  1850. 

36.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that,  from  the  time  of  the  negative  letter,  as  you 
have  called  it,  refusing  to  comply  with  the  application  of  the  Local  Board,  no 
communication  took  place  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  Local 
Board,  until  the  sealed  order  appointing  Vice-Guardians  ? 

There  was  a report  made  by  Captain  Wynne,  the  temporary  Poor  Law 
Inspector,  stating  certain  irregularities  of  the  Local  Board,  to  the  Commissioners, 
and  the  Commissioners  replied  to  that  communication,  and  dissolved  the  Board 
in  consequence. 

37.  But  was  there  any  letter  to  the  Board  from  the  Commissioners,  stating 
these  irregularities,  or  th^  reasons  which  had  been  assigned  by  Captain  Wynne, 
and  which  had  induced  them  to  dissolve  the  Local  Board  ? 

As  well  as  I can  recollect,  there  was. 

38.  Can  you  produce  that  letter  ? 

I will  send  for  it ; I have  not  it. 

39.  Ycu  believe  there  was  that  letter? 

I believe  there  was. 

40.  On  their  appointment  did  the  Vice- Guardians  proceed  to  examine  the 
lists  of  those  who  were  receiving  relief? 

They  did. 

41.  Did  they  then  strike  off  any  ? 

They  employed  a person  to  make  up  the  relief  lists  from  the  books  at  the  time 
to  be  had,  if  any  data  could  be  found  respecting  them. 

42.  In  what  state  were  those  books  when  the  Vice-Guardians  came  in  r 

They  were  in  a very  imperfect  state. 

43.  What  books  were  kept  ? 

The  register  was  kept  badly  at  the  time. 

44.  There  was  a register? 

There  was  a register. 

45.  And  there  was  a minute-book  ? 

There  was  a minute-book  ; all  the  books  in  the  clerk’s  office  were  kept,  with 
the  exception  of  those  books  that  belonged  to  the  master  of  the  workhouse,  and 
those  were  all  imperfectly  kept. 

46.  Did  the  Vice-Guardians  then  proceed  to  dismiss  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
house  ? 

They  did. 

47.  Whom  did  they  dismiss  ? 

They  called  upon  the  master  of  the  workhouse  to  resign. 

48.  You  were  clerk  at  that  time  ? 

I was. 

49.  And  you  were  continued  clerk  ? 

I was. 

50.  On  the  revision  of  the  out-door  relief  list,  what  was  the  alteration  which 
the  Vice- Guardians  proceeded  to  make  ? 

There  was  no  revision  of  the  out-door  relief  lists ; they  were  kept  up  very  well ; 
but  the  in-door  relief  lists  were  very  imperfectly  kept, , and  they  took  steps 
immediately  to  have  the  in-door  relief  lists  corrected. 

51.  Was  the  defect  in  the  in-door  relief  lists  that  there  was  a greater  number 
entered  than  was  actually  in  the  house,  or  what  was  the  defect  in  it  ? 

Similar  irregularities. 

52.  Can  you  state  some  of  those  irregularities  ? 

There  were  many  paupers  receiving  relief  in  the  house  that  were  not  duly 
registered,  and  many  on  the  register  who  were  not  in  the  house. 

(170. 1.)  a 3 53.  You 
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Mr.  53.  You  said  that  the  out-door  relief  list  was  well  kept  up  ? 

6th  May  1850.  - II  wa?  YejY  wel1  kept  UP  > there  was  no  fault  particularly  found  with  the  out- 

door  relief  list. 

54.  Did  the  Vice-Guardians  strike  any  of  the  names  off,  or  diminish  the 
number  ? 

They  increased  the  number  considerably. 

55.  Will  you  show  the  increase  which,  on  their  appointment,  they  made  to 
the  out-door  relief  list  ? 

There  were,  on  the  29th  of  January  1848, 2,268  persons  ; and  on  the  following 
1848  thGre  WCTe  3,396  persons  ; tlie  next  increase  was  on  the  5th  of  February. 

56.  What  was  the  next  increase  ? v 

The  next  increase  was  to  5,905. 

57.  When? 

That  was  on  the  12th  of  February  1848. 

58.  That  is  to  say,  in  the  first  month  the  increase  was  from  2,268  to  3 396 
and  in  the  second  month  the  number  increased  to  5,905  ? 

Yes. 

59.  That  was  the  out-door  relief  list  ? 

It  was. 

60.  Had  it  then  arrived  at  its  maximum  ? 

It  had  not.  In  the  next  week  there  were  11,207 ; that  was  on  the  19th  of 
r ebruary. 

61.  Had  it  then  arrived  at  its  maximum  ? 

, not‘  nex*-  week>  namely,  on  the  26th  of  February,  there  were 

13,654.  J 

62.  Was  there  any  increase  after  that  ? 

There  was.  The  next  week  the  number  was  14,821,  that  was  on  the  4th  of 
March  1848. 

63.  Will  you  proceed  ? 

In  the  next  week  there  was  a reduction ; on  the  11th  of  March  it  was  reduced 
to  12,716}  and  on  the  18th  of  March  1848,  it  was  reduced  to  11,857. 

64.  Did  it  continue  to  be  reduced? 

It  commenced  to  be  increased  again,  on  the  25th  of  March  1848,  to  12,063  • 
and  on  the  1 st  of  April  1 848,  it  was  reduced  to  10,788  ; on  the  8th  of  April  1848* 
there  were  10,780 ; on  the  15th  of  April,  there  were  10,812 ; on  the  22d  of  April' 
there  were  11,101 ; on  the  29th  of  April,  there  were  11,408;  on  the  6th  of  May' 
there  were  11,444;  on  the  13th  of  May,  11,261  ; on  the  20th  of  May,  11,737;  on 
the  2/th  of  May,  there  were  12,291  ; on  the  3d  of  June,  there  were  12,864  ; on 
the  10th  of  June,  there  were  13,762  ; on  the  17th  of  June,  there  were  13,927  • 
on  the  24th  of  June,  there  were  13,738  ; on  the  1st  of  July,  there  were  13,489. ' 

. D°you  remember  what  was  the  lowest  number  to  which  they  again  brought 
it  in  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

I find  that  on  the  18th  of  November  1848,  there  were  3,199  on  the  out-door 
relief  list. 

66.  Was  that  the  smallest? 

1 do  not  say  it  was  the  smallest, 

67.  Did  it  ever  come  down  again  to  2,268  V 

I think  it  did.  I can  refer  to  the  other  minnte-book,  the  latest  minute-book 
that  will  tell  it  immediately.  I see,  on  the  27th  of  October  1849,  the  number  was 
778. 

68.  Was  that  under  Vice-Guardians  or  Local  Guardians  ? 

This  is  under  the  Vice-Guardians.  The  next  meeting  of  the  Board  was  of  the 
present  Board  of  Guardians,  and  it  was  293  on  the  3d  of  November. 

69.  Were  the  Vice- Guardians  in  office  then? 

They  remained  in  office  no  longer  than  the  3 1st  of  October. 

70.  The 
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70.  The  week  after  the  Vice-Guardians  went  out  of  office,  what  was  the 
difference  in  the  out-door  relief  list ; 778  was  the  list  of  the  Tice-Guardians, 
was  it  not  ? 

It  was ; but  the  first  day  that  the  present  Board  attended  was  on  the  7th 
of  November. 

71.  What  was  the  amount  then? 

On  the  3d  of  November  previously,  there  were  293  on  the  out-door  relief  list. 

72.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  Vice-Guardians  had  reduced  the  number  to 
293? 

Yes. 

73.  Since  that,  has  it  increased  or  diminished  ? 

It  has  diminished  considerably. 

74.  It  has  continued  to  diminish  since  ? 

It  has. 

75.  Will  you  give  us  the  last  date  of  the  out-door  relief  list  under  the  elected 
Board  ? 

On  the  20th  of  April  1850,  there  were  only  25  on  the  out- door  relief  list. 

76.  Will  you  now  refer  to  the  numbers  on  the  in-door  relief  list  at  the  time 
the  Vice -Guardians  were  appointed? 

There  were  889  on  the  22d  of  January  1848  ; I may  take  the  29th  of  January, 
because  the  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  by  a sealed  order  on  the  26th  of 
January ; the  Local  Board  was  dissolved  by  an  order  of  the  21st  of  January. 

77.  Will  you  state  the  last  number  in  the  books  kept  by  the  Local  Board,  that 
you  say  -was  889  ? 

Yes. 

78.  You  have  stated  that  those  books  were  so  ill  kept,  that  the  number  in 
them  exceeded  the  number  of  persons  in  the  house  ? 

In  many  cases  it  had  done  so. 

79.  Previously? 

Yes. 

80.  The  first  week  that  the  \ ice-Guardians  acted,  what  was  the  alteration  ? 

The  first  week  that  the  Vice-Guardians  acted  was  the  29th  of  January ; that 

■was  the  date  of  their  first  meeting. 

81.  Look  to  the  next  week  ? 

The  next  week  was  the  5th  of  February  ; on  the  29th  of  January,  there  were 
830  on  the  in-door  relief  list ; there  appears  to  be  no  particular  change  made  in 
the  books  in  that  week. 

82.  Will  you  proceed  onwards  ? 

On  the  5th  of  February,  there  were  802  in  the  house  by  the  books. 

83.  This  is  in  1848  ? 

Yes  ; there  were  on  the  12th  of  February  1848,  768. 

84.  Was  there  ever,  during  the  time  of  the  Vice- Guardians,  a greater  number 
of  in-door  paupers  than  889  ? 

I think  there  was  ; the  books  will  show. 

85.  What  was  the  greatest  number  of  in-door  paupers  which  the  house  ever 
contained  during  the  Vice-Guardianship  ? 

I shall  have  to  search  through  the  book  to  find  out  that  number  ; there  were 
on  the  27th  of  May  following,  914  in  the  house. 

86.  Was  that  the  greatest  number  ? 

No;  on  the  16th  of  September  1848,  there  were  1,273. 

87.  Is  that  the  maximum  ? 

I cannot  say  that  it  is  the  maximum  ; there  were  1,296  on  the  following  week. 

88.  Was  there  any  additional  accommodation  during  that  time  ? 

There  wTere  additional  buildings  in  the  first  year  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ; there 
were  temporary  fever  sheds  erected  on  the  workhouse  premises. 

(170.1.)  a 4 89.  How 


Mr.  J.  B.  Clarke. 
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Mr.  J.  B.  Clarke. 
6th  May  1850. 


89.  How  many  was  the  workhouse  calculated  to  receive  ? 

Eight  hundred  was  the  original  number  which  it  was  calculated  to  accommo- 
date, and  it  was  afterwards  increased  by  sealed  order  to  1,000. 

90.  Relief  was  given  in  your  Union,  not  only  under  the  1 st  and  2d  sections, 
but  under  sealed  orders  ? 

It  was  all  given  under  sealed  orders,  I believe,  as  well  as  I can  recollect. 

91.  Must  there  not  have  been  relief  given  under  the  1st  and  2d  sections  of 
the  Extension  Act  as  well  as  under  the  sealed  orders  ? 

I think  there  was. 

92.  You  are  aware  of  the  provision  of  the  law  by  which  relief  is  given  to  the 
disabled  ? 

Yes  ; there  was  relief  under  both  sections. 

93.  Can  you  turn  to  the  date  of  the  issue  of  the  several  sealed  orders  ? 

I can  go  over  them,  showing  the  sealed  orders  authorizing  out-door  relief. 
This  is  the  first  order  I see  in  the  books. 

94.  What  class  of  paupers  are  comprehended  in  that  sealed  order  ? 

The  class  of  paupers  are  not  set  forth  here ; the  words  are,  “ An  order  under 
seal  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  dated  29th  February  1848,  respecting  the 
administration  of  out-door  relief  to  certain  classes  of  persons.” 

95.  What  are  the  classes  of  persons  ? 

It  is  not  stated  here. 

96.  Each  of  the  sealed  orders  specifies  in  terms  the  class  of  persons  which  it 
authorizes  to  be  relieved? 

Yes. 

97.  Will  you  turn  to  the  next  entry  of  a sealed  order  ? 

“Order  under  seal”  so  and  so,  “ 31st  March,  for  an  extension  of  out-door 
relief  to  destitute  poor  persons,  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled  from 
labour  by  reason  of  old  age,  infirmity,  bodily  or  mental  defect,  and  not  being 
persons  disabled  from  labour  by  reason  of  severe  sickness  or  serious  accident, 
and  not  being  poor  widows  having  more  than  two  legitimate  children  dependent 
on  them,  and  not  being  able-bodied  men,  who  are  not  married,  and  are  above 
1 8 years  of  age,  or,  being  married,  who  have  not  more  than  two  children  depen- 
dent on  them  respectively.” 

98.  What  is  the  date  of  that  ? 

That  was  the  31st  March  1848. 

99.  Will  you  turn  to  the  sealed  order  which  was  in  force  from  the  7th  of 
December  1848  to  the  6th  of  March  1849.  The  sealed  order  was  first  issued 
on  the  7th  of  December  1848 ; it  was  then  renewed  on  the  6th  of  January  1849, 
and  it  was  again  renewed  on  the  6th  of  February  1849  ; show  us  the  terms  of 
that  sealed  order  ? 

I can  refer  to  that : “ Order  under  seal  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  dated 
5th  February  1849,  rescinding  any  order  or  orders  heretofore  issued  and  now 
in  force,  containing  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management  of  workhouses 
and  the  duties  of  officers,  and  ordering,  with  respect  to  this  and  certain  other 
Unions,  new  rules  and  regulations  instead  of  same.” 

100.  That  is  not  the  order  in  question ; it  is  an  order  with  respect  to  out-door 
relief? 

I have  here  an  order,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  February  1849  : “Order  under 
seal  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  No.  |§f$,  6th  of  February  1849,  autho- 
rizing the  Guardians  to  administer  relief,  out  of  the  workhouse,  in  food  to  such 
destitute  persons,  being  widows,  or  being  women  who  have  not  been  married,  or 
being  women  whose  husbands  are  confined  in  any  gaol  or  place  of  safe  custody, 
or  being  children  whose  parents  are  both  dead,  until  the  6th  day  of  March 
next.” 

101.  That  order,  authorizing  specific  relief  to  be  given  to  women  whose 
husbands  were  confined  in  any  gaol  or  other  place  of  safe  custody,  was  repeated 
upon  other  occasions,  was  it  not  ? 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


OP  THE  BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS  OF  CARRICK-ON-SHANNON  UNION. 


9 


102.  It  appears  to  have  been  in  force  from  December  1848  to  March  1849 
fo  na  similar  order  to  have  been  in  force  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  from  November 
1848  to  July  1849,  with  some  additions  to  it.  Had  vou  any  demand  upon  vou 
from  persons  whose  husbands  were  in  gaol?  * 

I do  not  recollect  any  persons  applying  for  relief  whose  husbands  were  in  gaol. 

103.  But  they  were  entitled  under  that  order  to  relief  if  they  applied? 

They  were  entitled  under  that  order  if  they  applied. 

104.  Were  not  the  Relieving  Officers,  under  that  order,  it  being  for  out-door 
relief,  bound  to  attend  to  the  order  which  was  so  given? 

They  were  bound. 

105.  Supposing  they  had  given  relief  to  persons  whose  husbands  were  in  gaol, 
should  you  necessarily  have  known  that  fact  ? 

I do  not  think  I should. 

106.  Was  there  not  a sealed  order  issued  authorizing  relief  to  the  families  of 

persons  who  were  out  of  Ireland  ? 

I never  had  an  order  to  that  effect. 

107.  According  to  that  order  which  you  have  read,  any  woman  whose  husband 
was  m sate  custody  or  in  a gaol  was  entitled  to  relief  ? 

She  was  entitled  to  relief  by  that  order. 

108.  And  a person  in  equal  distress,  whose  husband  had  not  committed  any 

crime ^ would  not  have  been  entitled  to  relief,  all  other  circumstances  beine;  the 
same  ? ° 

I believe  that  it  was  discretionary  with  the  Relieving  Officer  to  afford  relief,  if 
the  party  appeared  to  him  really  destitute  previously. 

1 09-  The  question  refers  not  to  previously ; did  not  that  give  a claim  to  relief 
as  long  as  that  order  was  in  force  ? 

Jt  did. 

1 10.  It  gave  a claim,  consequently,  to  a woman  whose  husband  had  committed 
a crime;  did  it  give  a similar  claim  to  a woman  whose  husband  had  not  com- 
mitted a crime  r 

I think  it  did  not  give  that  power. 

111.  The  list  of  persons  claiming  in-door  relief  you  state  was  kept  incorrectly  ? 

It  was.  r - ' 

112.  It  often  happened  that  the  number  of  persons  in  the  list  did  not  correspond 
with  the  number  of  persons  in  the  house  ? 

It  did  occur  frequently  that  it  did  not  correspond. 

113.  It  often  happened  that  names  were  in  tkfe  list  of  persons  who  were  not 
in  the  house  ? 

Yes. 

1 14.  They  were  put  down  as  in-door  paupers,  whereas,  in  reality,  they  were 
out- door  paupers  ? 

They  might  not  have  been  out-door  paupers  either. 

115.  In  cases  where  they  were  not  paupers  at  all  ? 

Exactly. 

116.  Then,  in  the  same  way,  sometimes  persons  were  in-door  paupers  who 
were  not  in  the  list  ? 

They  were. 

117.  During  the  time  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in  office,  were  there  any 
of  the  relieving  officers  brought  to  account  for  misconduct  ? 

There  were  two. 

118.  Were  they  dismissed  ? 

Neither  of  them  was  dismissed. 

119.  What  correction  was  administered  to  them  ? 

They  were  ordered  to  be  admonished. 

(170.1.)  B 120.  Was 
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120.  Was  the  offence  brought  home  to  them? 

It  was  reported  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in  one  case. 

121.  What  was  the  charge  brought  against  these  Relieving  Officers  i 

I believe,  as  well  as  I can  recollect,  it  was  for  refusing  relief  to  a person  who 
afterwards  died. 

122.  Were  there  any  charges  of  giving  relief  to  persons  who  were  not  entitled 
to  it  ? 

Not  to  my  recollection. 

123.  What  was  the  result  of  the  investigation  into  that  charge  which  was 
made  1 

The  result  of  the  investigation  was,  that  it  was  submitted  to  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  and  a letter  came  down  to  the  Poor  Law  Inspector;  I do  not 
know  the  words  of  the  letter  ; I did  not  read  it. 

124.  At  what  time  did  that  letter  come  down  from  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners ? 

I do  not  recollect  the  time. 


125.  Is  that  letter  entered  upon  the  minutes  ? 

It  is  not,  because  it  was  directed  to  the  temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector, 
Captain  Wynne,  and  any  letters  addressed  to  him  never  were  entered  upon  the 
minutes. 

126.  Did  Captain  Wynne  bring  it  before  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

He  did. 

127.  Did  he  bring  it  before  them  on  a Board-day  ? 

He  did. 

128.  Was  not  it  entered  on  the  minutes  at  the  time  when  it  was  brought 
forward  by  Captain  Wynne,  though  not  when  it  was  addressed  by  the  Com- 
missioners ? 

I do  not  think  it  was. 

129.  Was  the  fact  of  his  bringing  the  communication  entered  on  the  minutes? 

I do  not  think  it  was. 


130.  "Were  none  of  the  communications  which  the  Inspector,  Captain  Wynne, 

made  to  the  Board  entered  upon  the  minutes  ? . , 

There  were  never  any  communications  addressed  to  Captain  Wynne  enteied 
on  the  minutes,  to  my  recollection. 

131  If  Captain  Wynne  brought  any  communication  addressed  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  him  before  the  Board,  was  any  notice  of  that  communication 
taken  in  the  minutes  ? 

It  was  not. 

132.  What  was  the  notice  taken  by  the  Board  of  Vice- Guardians  of  such 

commumcation^here  the  Relieving  Officer  was  directed  to  be  admonished,  the 
Vice-Guardians  called  in  the  Relieving  Officer,  and  admonished  him  accord- 
ingly. 

133.  Was  the  admonition,  or  the  circumstance  of  the  party  being  admonished, 
entered  on  the  minutes  ? 

It  was  not. 

134  Whose  business  was  it  to  enter  it  on  the  minutes  r 
It  was  my  business  as  clerk,  if  I was  directed  to  do  so. 

135.  Were  you  directed  not  to  enter  any  of  these  things  on  the  minutes  ? 

I was  not;  nor  was  I directed  to  do  so. 

136  Do  not  you  consider  it  your  business  as  clerk  to  make  an  accurate  entry 
Trasses  at  the  Board,  without  specific  directions  .'  ... 

GenemUy  the  Guardians  at  their  meetings  direct  me  to  record  cim tom  1 things 
andlriord  them;  at  the  same  time,  I am  sometimes  engaged  writing  other 
things,  and  doing  other  business.  ^ 
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137.  All  that  you  have  said  relates  to  one  case,  does  it  not  ? 

It  relates  to  one  case. 

• 138.  What  was  the  other  case? 

The  other  case  was  the  case  of  a Relieving  Officer  having  a balance  appearing 
unaccounted  for  to  the  amount  of  9 1.  odd,  on  his  receipt  and  expenditure  book  ; 

I reported  the  fact  to  the  Auditor  on  his  coming  to  audit  the  accounts  ; he 
swore  the  man,  and  the  evidence  which  was  given  on  that  occasion  appeared  to 
the  Auditor  to  be  satislactory,  and  he  made  his  note  accordingly ; he  gave  direc- 
tions to  me  to  correct  the  discrepancy  in  the  accounts  of  the  next  half  year. 

139.  Your  instructions  as  clerk  of  the  Union  were  to  keep  the  minutes  of 
what  took  place  on  the  Board-days  ? 

Exactly. 

140.  WThat  did  you  understand  you  were  to  keep  in  the  minute-hook;  according 
to  those  instructions  1 

I understood  by  that,  that  every  thing  of  importance  which  took  place  at  the 
meeting  was  to  be  entered. 

141.  "Who  was  to  be  the  judge  of  what  was  of  importance,  or  of  what  was  not 
of  importance  ? 

The  Vice- Guardians. 

142.  That  was  not  left  to  you  to  judge? 

Never. 

143.  Did  you  not  conceive  it  was  your  duty,  in  case  of  any  resolution  being 
put,  upon  which  a vote  was  taken,  that  there  should  be  an  entry  made  ? 

The  Guardians  always  made  it  a rule  to  frame  the  resolutions,  and  hand  them 
over  to  me  to  enter,  and  I always  entered  them  when  they  were  handed  over 
to  me. 

1 44.  Then  you  did  not  essentially  enter  every  subject  on  which  a vote  was 
taken ? 

Not  at  all ; I never  did,  and  I would  not  be  allowed  to  do  so. 

145.  You  entered  nothing  except  under  the  direction  of  the  Guardians  ? 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Guardians. 

146.  And  no  resolutions  but  those  which  were  handed  over  to  you  ? 

Except  sometimes,  in  frivolous  matters,  they  would  tell  me  to  make  an  entry 

to  such  an  effect,  and  I would  do  it  of  myself,  but  still  under  their  directions. 

147.  Were  there  any  resolutions  passed  during  the  time  of  the  acting  Vice- 
Guardians,  which  you  were  directed  specially  not  to  enter  ? 

There  were. 

148.  Can  you  recollect  what  they  were  ? 

I do  ; at  one  time  I brought  forward  a report,  reporting  the  fact  that  the 
Collectors  should  not  receive  their  warrants  until  they  had  first  perfected  their 
bonds,  and  I asked  the  Vice-Guardians  would  they  permit  me  to  place  the  report 
on  the  minutes,  and  they  told  me  not. 

149.  Was  those  the  first  or  the  second  Vice-Guardians  ? 

They  were  the  second. 

150.  Who  were  the  Vice-Guardians  at  that  time? 

Richard  Robinson  and  Rodolphus  Mortimer. 

151.  Do  you  recollect  any  occasion  upon  which  a resolution  of  the  Board  was 
passed,  which  the  Guardians  desired  you  not  to  enter  upon  the  minutes  ? 

No,  there  was  not ; because  they  were  the  Vice-Guardians’  own  resolu- 
tions, and  consequently  they  did  not  consult  me,  whether  I was  to  enter  them 
or  not. 

152.  Were  many  resolutions  adopted  of  which  you  took  no  note  ? 

There  was  never  a resolution  adopted,  to  my  recollection,  that  was  not 
entered ; because  when  it  was  adopted,  it  was  immediately  handed  to  me,  and 
ordered  to  be  recorded. 

(170.1.)  b 2 153.  That 
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153.  That  was  the  practice? 

That  was  the  practice. 

154.  Was  any  resolution  ever  passed,  to  your  knowledge,  which  you  were 
directed  not  to  enter  ? 

No,  I do  not  recoEect  that  there  was. 

155.  Will  you  explain  more  fully  the  matter  of  the  imperfection  of  the  bonds 
which  you  have  stated  ? 

I reported  the  fact  of  the  Collectors  getting  out  their  warrants  to  collect  the 
rates  without  having  perfected  their  bonds ; I remonstrated  with  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians, and  said  that  it  was  irregular,  and  requested  that  they  would  permit  me 
to  place  my  report  on  the  minutes,  but  they  desired  me  not. 

156.  You  say,  getting  the  warrants  out ; getting  them  out  from  whom? 

Getting  them  out  from  me ; getting  them  out  from  the  Board-room  after  being 

signed,  to  proceed  on  their  collection. 

157.  And  the  Vice- Guardians  desired  you,  that  they  should  be  issued  to  the 
Collectors,  without  the  bonds  being  perfected? 

They  did. 

158.  Was  your  report  a verbal  or  a written  report? 

It  was  a written  report ; I have  a letter  here  on  that  subject. 

159-  Will  you  state  that  letter  ? 

I will  produce  it. 

160.  Have  you  a copy  of  your  report  also  ? 

My  report  was  not  allowed*  to  be  recorded;  it  was  erased  off  the  rough  minute- 
book. 

161.  Have  you  not  a copy  of  it  ? 

1 have  not ; but  this  is  a letter  in  reply  to  my  report. 

162.  You  state  that  the  copy  of  your  report  was  erased  from  the  rough  minute- 
book? 

I first  entered  it  on  the  rough  minute-book,  and  then  when  it  came  before  the 
Vice-Guardians,  they  drew  the  pen  across  it. 

163.  Have  you  that  minute-book  ? 

It  was  the  rough  minute-book,  and  I have  only  brought  the  fair  minute-book 
with  me. 

164.  But  that  rough  minute-book  is  in  existence? 

It  is ; I cannot  exactly  say  that  it  was  immediately  on  that  subject,  but  it  was 
one  of  my  reports. 

165.  Will  you  read  that  letter  ? 

This  is  my  letter  to  the  Commissioners,  after  the  inquiry  held  by  Captain 
Haymes  : “ Gentlemen, — An  inquiry  was  held  here  on  Saturday  as  to  the  Rate 
Collectors  and  Relieving  Officers'  bonds.  In  some  instances  the  bonds  were  not 
perfected;  in  other  the  bonds  were  perfected;  but  the  warrants  of  attorney 
attached  were  not.  The  reason  I take  the  liberty  (gentlemen)  of  troubling  you 
on  the  subject  is,  lest  the  omission  might  seem  at  all  attributable  to  me.  I am 
now  aware  that  I should  see  the  bonds  perfected  before  the  Collectors  should 
receive  their  warrants,  although  I did  not  know  that  on  my  first  connexion  with 
the  office.  The  investigation  will  show  that  all  I could  do,  I have  done,  to  have 
the  bonds  perfected ; the  only  alternative  not  resorted  to  was,  open  resistance 
to  the  Vice-Guardians,  or  an  appeal  to  your  honourable  Board:  the  threat  that 
I would  delay  the  collection  of  the  rates  (so  much  needed)  prevented  the  former ; 
I thought  the  latter  not  quite  necessary ; the  testimony  given  on  the  inquiry  will 
show  how  far  I have  endeavoured  in  detail.  If  any  error  has  been  committed  in 
the  case,  I trust  my  standing  in  the  office  will  go  far  to  cover  it-  I promise 
respect  of  persons  will  not  for  the  future  warrant  me  from  keeping  literally  to 
my  instructions  on  every  occasion.  I have  the  honour  to  he,”  &c.  There  is 
the  Commissioners’ letter  also  on  the  subject:  “Sir,— The  Commissioners  for 
administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  have  had  before  them 
minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union,  on  the  14th  ultimo,  containing  a resolution  relating  to  the  manner  in 

which 
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which  the  bonds  of  the  Poor  Rate  Collectors  and  of  other  officers  in  the  Union 
were  executed  during  the  administration  of  the  late  Vice-Guardians,  and  I am 
directed  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  received  a report  from  Captain 
Haymes,  temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  of  an  inquiry  which  he  made  on  the 
24th  ultimo  on  the  subject.  The  Commissioners  are  much  dissatisfied  with  the 
loose  and  negligent  way  in  which  the  important  business  of  obtaining  proper 
securities  from  the  officers  of  the  Union  has  been  conducted  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  late  Vice-Guardians.  The  Commissioners  have  received  from  the 
clerk  of  the  Union  an  explanation  of  his  own  conduct  in  connexion  with  these 
proceedings,  a copy  of  which  they  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the 
Guardians ; and  although  the  Commissioners  by  no  means  acquit  him  from  blame, 
enough  has  appeared  in  evidence  before  Captain  Haymes  to  show  that  the  clerk 
did  on  several  occasions  express  his  anxiety  to  the  Vice-Guardians  that  the  sure- 
ties of  the  Collectors  lately  appointed  should  be  made  complete  before  their 
warrants  were  handed  to  them.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners 
think  that  the  clerk  should  be  reprimanded  for  his  counter-signature  of  the 
warrants  of  the  Collectors  before  the  bonds  were  perfected,  and  cautioned  to 
observe  the  exact  line  of  his  duty  in  this  respect  in  future.” 

. 166*  You  say,  with  regard  to  your  own  conduct  in  that  matter,  that  you  con- 
sidered that  you  could  not  have  carried  out  the  letter  of  the  law  on  that  subject 
without  flying  in  opposition  to  the  instructions  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

I did. 

167.  And  it  was  a fear  of  collision  with  the  Vice-Guardians  that  prevented 
you  from  adhering  to  the  letter  of  the  law  l 

It  was. 

168.  You,  moreover,  have  stated  that,  having  reported  upon  it,  you  were  in- 
structed to  erase  your  own  report  from  the  rough  minute-book  ? 

The  instruction  was  not  to  put  my  report  on  the  minutes.  Mr.  Robinson 
said,  that  it  would  bring  them  into  disrepute  with  the  Commissioners,  should  it 
appear  on  the  minutes. 

169.  And  in  consequence  of  that,  it  was  not  entered  ? 

It  was  not  entered. 

170.  After  that,  did  you  always  put  your  name  to  the  warrants  ? 

Yes,  strictly. 

1 71  - Do  you  recollect  the  bonds  of  how  many  persons  were  involved  in  this 
transaction  ? 

I recollect  that  there  were  three  or  four  of  the  Collectors’  bonds,  and  about  the 
same  number  of  the  Relieving  Officers’  bonds. 

172.  Have  any  of  those  Collectors  since  been  in  default  ? 

There  were  three  who  became  defaulters. 

173.  And  they  are  still  in  default? 

Yes. 

174.  Can  you  state  the  names  of  any  of  them  ? 

William  Hall  is  one,  a defaulter  to  the  amount  of  296/.  10 s.  3d.,  and  Mr. 
Scott,  in  round  numbers,  including  all  kinds  of  receipts,  memorandums,  and  so 
forth,  for  rates  received  by  him,  to  the  amount  of  596/.  odd,  I think,  as  well  as 
I can  recollect. 

175.  Any  other? 

Mr.  Purcell;  he  became  a defaulter  for  59/.  as  well  as  I can  recollect,  but 
there  was  42/.  coming  to  him  as  poundage  fees  out  of  that. 

176.  Do  you  recollect  any  others  ? 

Those  are  all  the  defaulting  Collectors. 

177.  Has  the  Board  got  tangible  security  from  Scott  ? 

They  have,  of  the  Guarantee  Society. 

178.  For  the  whole  sum? 

For  500/. 

(170.1.)  b3  179.  Has 
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179.  Has  the  Board  got  security  from  Hall  ? 

The  Guarantee  Society. 

180.  For  the  whole  amount? 

For  the  whole  amount,  and  more. 

1 81.  Have  those  bonds  been  adjudicated  to  be  good  valid  security  ? 

There  is  a doubt  at  present  existing  as  to  whether  they  are  good  security, 
because  they  are  putting  the  present  Board  to  a great  deal  of  trouble  in  recover- 
ing the  sum  for  which  they  have  become  defaulters. 

182.  Who  are  giving  that  trouble ; is  it  the  Guarantee  Society? 

The  Guarantee  Society. 

183.  Do  you  remember  any  other  reports,  or  any  other  documgits  which  were 
ordered  also  to  be  erased  from  the  rough  minute-book,  and  not  entered  in  the 
fair  minute  ? 

There  was  another  report. 

184.  "What  was  that  report? 

This  is  the  report  which  I alluded  to  before,  which  was  put  in  in  my  own  hand- 
writing, and  erased  by  one  of  the  Guardians. 

185.  With  regard  to  what? 

With  regard  to  the  neglect  of  a Collector,  with  respect  to  his  neglect  of  duty,, 
or  non-attendance,  or  not  paying  in  the  balances. 

1S6.  Do  you  remember  the  date  of  that  report,  with  regard  to  the  neglect  of 
this  Collector  ? 

There  are  several  reports  entered  on  the  minutes. 

187.  But  of  this,  which  was  not  placed  on  the  minutes  ? 

1 cannot  recollect  exactly  the  day. 

18.8.  Were  there  other  reports  on  the  minutes  ? 

Yes.  . 

189.  This  was  your  report? 

It  was  my  report  in  my  own  handwriting. 

190.  And  it  was  not  allowed  to  be  entered  ? 

It  was  not ; it  was  erased. 

191.  Were  any  proceedings  taken  on  it? 

There  were  no  proceedings  taken  on  it. 

1 92.  Was  any  reason  given  to. yon  by  the  Vice-Guardians  why  no  proceedings 

should  be  taken ? „ . 

No  ; the  only  expression  which  was  made  use  of  at  the  time  was,  that  snou 
that  report  appear  on  the  minutes,  it  would  bring  censure  on  the  Vice- 
Guardians. 

193.  Is  the  Guarantee  Society  established  in  Dublin? 

I believe  there  is  a branch  established  in  Dublin. 

194  What  was  the  largest  amount  of  rate  struck  at  any  time  during  the 
existence  of  the  elected  Guardians, prior  to  the  Vice- Guardians  being  appointed? 

Two  shillings  and  eleven-pence  in  the  pound. 

195.  What  was  the  largest  amount  during  the  time  of  the  Vice- Guardians  ? 

Three  shillings  and  sixpence,  as  well  as  I can  recollect ; not  exceeding 

3s.  G\d. 

196.  Is  that  the  largest  amount  in  the  pound  in  any  Electoral  Division  ? 

That  is  the  maximum  sum  in  the  pound  during  the  Vice- Guardians  time. 

197.  Was  that  rate  fixed  upon  any  particular  Electoral  Division,  or  was  it  a 
calculated  rate  over  the  whole  Union  r 

It  was  upon  a particular  Electoral  Division. 

198.  Do  you  remember  the  poundage  which  was  given  by  the  Vice-Guardians 
to  Hall  for  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  his  walk  ? 

There  was  Is.  Gd.  given  to  him  as  a poundage  fee  for  his  collection. 
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199.  In  one  Electoral  Division,  or  in  more  ? 

In  one  Electoral  Division  he  got  Is.  Gd.  in  the  pound  on  the  amount  of  his 
collection. 

200.  What  is  the  rate  in  that  Electoral  Division  collected  for  now  ? 

Something  a little  more  than  Gd. ; I can  state  it  on  reference  to  the  minute- 

hook  particularly ; I think  it  is  about  Gd.  or  7 d.  in  the  pound. 

201.  The  difference  is,  therefore,  between  per  cent,  and  7£  per  cent.  ? 

About  that. 

202.  The  1 s.  6 d.  poundage  was  allowed  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians ? 

It  was. 

203.  And  the  poundage  for  which  Hall  received  Is.  6 d.  is  now,  under  the 
Local  Board,  done  at  about  7 d.l 

Yes. 

204.  Was  the  rate  which  was  collected  when  he  was  allowed  Is.  Gd.  a larger 
or  a less  sum  than  the  rate  to  be  collected  for  which  he  is  allowed  7 d.  in  the 
pound  ? 

It  is  not  the  same  Collector  that  is  allowed  it  at  all ; the  present  Board  of 
Guardians  advertised  for  fresh  Collectors,  and  they  got  a Collector  to  collect  for 
this  poundage  subsequently  to  Mr.  Hall  being  in  office. 

205.  Are  the  rates  now  to  be  collected  less  or  more  in  the  gross  sum  than 
they  were  at  the  time  when  Is.  6 d.  was  allowed : 

I believe  them  to  be  more  now. 

206.  Do  you  recollect  what  Scott  received  as  poundage  in  the  Electoral 
Divisions  for  which  he  collected  ? 

He  was  allowed  2 s.  Gd.  in  the  pound  first. 

207.  At  what  poundage  are  the  rates  now  collected  in  the  Division  which 
Scott  had  ? 

They  are  collected  for  9 d.  in  the  pound  in  one  of  his  Divisions,  for  which  he 
was  before  paid  2s.  Gd.  in  the  pound  and  2s. ; there  were  different  rates  made 
during  Mr.  Scott’s  period  of  office;  the  first  poundage  was  2s.  Gd.,  another 
was  2 s. 

208.  Has  the  diminution  of  the  poundage  from  the  2s.  Gd.  or  2s.  to  the 
lesser  amount  taken  place  subsequently  to  the  removal  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

It  took  place  from  2s.  Gd.  to  2s.  by  the  Vice-Guardians. 

209.  Erom  2s.  to  the  lower  rate? 

That  has  taken  place  by  the  present  Board. 

210.  What  is  the  lower  rate  which  is  now  paid  for  that  collection  ? 

The  lowest  rate,  I believe,  at  present  allowed  for  the  collection  is  7 (l.  in  the 
pound  for  that  Division. 

211.  Do  you  remember  Lord  Westmeath  having  made  a remonstrance  to  the 
Commissioners  on  the  excess  of  poundage  given  to  those  Collectors? 

I recollect  that  his  Lordship  made  a complaint  to  the  Commissioners,  but  I 
do  not  recollect  the  strain  of  it. 

212.  Is  there  anything  on  the  minutes  to  show  that,  upon  the  representation 
of  Lord  Westmeath,  the  Commissioners  ordered  the  rate  of  poundage  to  be 
diminished  ? 

There  is  not ; it  was  not  recorded. 

213.  After  the  Vice-Guardians  were  dismissed,  the  Collectors  having  received 
2s.  Gd.  and  2s.  in  the  pound,  was  the  amount  immediately  reduced  to  9 d.  in  the 
pound  to  their  substitutes  ? 

Yes. 

214.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  Peyton,  the  Solicitor  of  the  Board,  stating  to  the 
Board  that  he  was  stopped  in  taking  proceedings  under  the  Civil  Bill  Act,  by 
the  impossibility  of  finding  out  who  the  owners  were  upon  whom  he  had  to  serve 
the  processes? 

(170-1.)  b 4 Ido 
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Mr.  J.  B.  Clarle.  I do  not  recollect  that ; I know  Mr.  Peyton  stated  something  similar  to  the 
Board,  but  I cannot  exactly  recollect  the  words. 

Oth  May  1850.  ' 

215.  Do  you  recollect  his  being  called  upon  to  account  for  any  law  proceedings 

that  were  then  going  on  against  persons  who  had  not  paid  their  rates  ? 

I do. 

216.  Do  you  remember  anything  that  he  said  with  respect  to  the  reason  why 
he  did  not  go  on  with  those  proceedings  ? 

As  well  as  I can  recollect,  he  stated  that  the  Vice-Guardians  prevented  him 
going  on. 

217.  Were  the  Vice-Guardians  present  at  that  time  ? 

They  were  not  present  then. 

218.  To  whom  did  he  make  that  statement? 

To  the  present  Board. 

219.  Do  you  remember  the  Vice-Guardians  having  advertised  for  contracts  for 
the  different  things  that  were  necessary  for  the  Union  immediately  preceding  the 
time  of  their  dismissal  ? 

I do ; I recollect  they  had  advertised  for  contracts  immediately  before. 

220.  Look  at  that  advertisement — {handing  a paper  to  the  Witness ] — is  that  a 
copy  of  the  advertisement  which  you  inserted  in  the  newspaper  ? 

Yes. 

221.  What  is  the  date  to  which,  by  that  advertisement,  the  persons  proposing 
were  to  put  in  their  tenders  ; up  to  what  period? 

It  is  three  or  six  months,  from  the  31st  of  October  1849. 

222.  On  what  day  did  the  Vice-Guardians  leave  office  ? 

They  left  office  on  the  31st  of  October. 

223.  Do  you  keep  a stock -book;  an  account  of  what  stock  is  on  hand  in  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  ? 

It  is  the  master  that  keeps  the  account  of  the  stock  on  hand. 

224.  Is  there  such  a hook  kept  ? 

There  is. 

225.  Are  you  enabled  to  inform  the  Committee  what  the  state  of  the  stock 
account  upon  the  principal  articles  of  supply  was  at  the  time  that  this  contract 
was  advertised  for  ? 

The  master’s  hooks  show  the  stock  on  hand ; I am  not  enabled  to  give  it. 

226.  Do  you  know  whether  the  state  of  the  supplies  in  the  Union  at  that 
period  was  so  low  as  to  render  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  out-going  Vice- 
Guardians  then  to  advertise  for  this  supply? 

I do ; I recollect  that  there  was  a circular  addressed  to  the  Vice-Guardians 
some  time  previously  to  their  leaving  office,  to  bear  in  mind  that  they  should 
leave  the  Union  in  such  a state  that  there  should  be  supplies  of  all  descriptions 
• to  be  had  for  the  Local  Board  on  their  resuming  office. 

227.  In  what  state  were  the  supplies  at  that  time  ? 

I cannot  answer  that ; I do  not  know  exactly  what  the  stock  on  hand  was. 

228.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  deficiency  was  very  great,  or  whether 
there  was  any  deficiency  at  all  ? 

As  regards  the  clothing,  I am  aware. 

229.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  whether  at  the  date  of  the  issue  of  this  adver- 
tisement there  was,  or  was  not,  any  considerable  and  what  supply,  we  will  say 
of  flour,  of  Indian  meal,  and  of  the  other  articles  of  the  first  necessity  ? 

It  is  the  master’s  provision  check  account  that  shows  the  quantity  of  pro- 
visions of  all  descriptions  remaining  on  hand  at  the  close  of  every  week,  and  I 
am  not  prepared  now  to  say. 

The  following  document  is  delivered  in : 


Carrick- 
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Mr.  J.  B.  Clarke,- 


The  Vice-Guardians  of  the  above  Union  are  prepared  to  receive  Tenders  from 
persons  for  supplying  the  Workhouse  with  the  under-mentioned  Articles  for  the 
Three  or  Six  Months,  from  the  31st  day  of  October  1S49 : 


competent 
period  of 


6tli  May  1 85c. 


First  Flour  - 

- 

- 

per  ton. 

II  Malt  - 

Second  ditto 

- 

- 

per  ton. 

i Sweeping  Brushes,  of 

Indian  Corn  Meal 

- 

per  ton. 

different  sizes 

_ 

Rice  - 

- 

- 

per  ton. 

Whitewash  Brushes 

Beef  (prime) 

- 

- 

per  lb. 

Iron  Spoons 

_ 

Ditto  (coarse) 

- 

- 

per  lb. 

Nails,  of  all  kinds  and 

Mutton 

- 

- 

per  lb. 

sizes 

_ 

Rye  Meal  - 

- 

- 

per  ton. 

Leather  (upper , 

sole  and 

Turf  - 

- 

- 

per  box. 

insole) 

_ 

Coals  - 

- 

- 

per  ton. 

Hemp 

_ 

Oat  Straw  - 

- 

- 

per  ton. 

Awls  - 

_ 

Wine  - 

- 

- 

per  dozen. 

Flax  - 

_ 

Whiskey  (old  Malt) 

- 

per  gallon. 

Wool  - 

. 

Brandy 

- 

- 

per  bottle. 

Blankets 

_ 

Tea  - 

- 

- 

per  lb. 

Worsted 

_ 

Loaf  Sugar 

- 

- 

per  lb. 

Pins  - 

_ 

Soft  Sugar  - 

- 

- 

per  lb. 

Thimbles 

_ 

Mould  Candles 

- 

- 

per  lb. 

Frieze 

_ 

Dipt  Candles 

- 

- 

per  lb. 

Corduroy  - 

_ 

Starch 

- 

- 

per  stone. 

Plain  'and 

Twilled 

White  Soap 

- 

- 

per  cwt. 

Calico 

Brown  Soap 

- 

- 

per  cwt. 

Linsey  Woolsey,  of  dif- 

Salt  - 

- 

- 

per  cwt. 

I ferent  breadth 

s 

Hops  - 

- 

- 

per  cwt. 

per  stone. 

per  dozen, 
per  dozen, 
per  gross. 

per  1,000. 

per  lb. 
per  lb. 
per  dozen, 
per  stone, 
per  stone, 
per  lb. 
per  lb. 
per  lb. 
per  dozen, 
per  yard, 
per  yard. 

per  yard. 

per  yard. 


Forms  of  Tender  may  be  had  at  my  office,  Union  Workhouse  (none  others  will  be  received) 
and  are  to  be  returned  to  me,  accompanied  with  samples,  where  practicable,  on  or  before 
Y\  ednesdav,  the  31st  day  of  October  1849,  when  the  Contractor  will  be  declared. 

Payments  to  be  made  monthly. 

Tenders  to  be  marked  on  the  outside, , as  the  case  may  be  ; 

and  it  not  strictly  in  conformity  with  the  advertisement,  will  be  rejected 

The  person  who  trill  be  deckled  the  Contractor  shall  not  receive  an'  order  for  simolies 
until  lie  enters  m the  necessary  security.  1 1 


By  order  of  the  Vice-Guardians, 


Board  Room,  Carrick-on-Shannon, 
day  of  1849. 


John  B.  Clarke, 

Clerk  of  Union. 


230.  Do  you  remember  whether,  immediately  previously  to  the  dismissal  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  they  struck  another  rate  ? 

I do  ; they  did  not  strike  it,  but  they  proposed  striking  a rate. 

231.  They  advertised  tlieir  intention  to  strike  it? 

They  did. 

232.  What  prevented  it? 

It  was  a communication  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  that  prevented  it, 
to  the  effect,  that  as  long  as  there  was  so  large  an  outstanding  arrear,  they  could 
not  sanction  the  striking  of  another  rate  until  some  more  had  been  .collected  in. 

233.  Were  any  of  those  contracts  entered  into  which  were  advertised  ? 

They  were  not. 

234.  Why  were  they  not ; were  tenders  made  ? 

There  was  a complaint  made,  I believe,  by  my  Lord  Westmeath. 

235.  How  were  they  prevented  from  entering  into  those  contracts? 

The  tenders  were  declared  null  and  void  in  consequence  of  not  having  given 
sufficient  notice  in  the  papers  for  the  tenders  being  received. 

236.  Do  you  recollect  whether  any  materials  for  the  use  of  the  Union  were 
agreed  for  between  other  parties  and  the  Vice- Guardians  without  advertise- 
ments ? 

I know  there  were  some  things  got  without  advertisements. 

(170. 1.)  C 237.  Do 
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Mr.  J.  B.  Clarice. 
6th  May  1850, 


237.  Do  you  remember  a large  sum  having  been  paid  to  a woman  of  the 
name  of  Sidley,  for  materials  supplied  to  the  Union  without  either  bond  or 
contract  ? 

Ido. 

238.  How  much  was  that  sum,  to  the  best  of  your  recollection  ? 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  exceeded  2,000 1. 

239.  What  were  the  articles? 

Clothing,  and  other  necessaries. 

240.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  was  no  public  advertisement,  and  no 
tender  by  competition  ? 

There  were  public  advertisements  and  tenders  received,  and  her  tenders  were 
accepted  and  entered  on  the  minutes. 

241.  What  was  deficient,  then? 

The  only  thing  that  was  deficient  was,  that  she  did  not  enter  into  the  usual 
form  of  bond  and  contract,  with  two  sureties. 

242.  Was  that  bond  and  contract  entered  into  in  all  other  cases? 

It  was  not  in  all  other  cases. 

243.  Was  there  any  rule  observed  as  to  the  cases  in  which  the  bond  and 
contract  was  entered  into,  or  in  which  it  was  dispensed  with  ? 

* There  was. 

244.  What  was  that  rule  ? 

That  all  contracts  must  be  entered  into  in  the  usual  form  of  bond  and  security; 
two  sureties  in  a certain  sum. 

245.  Then  the  rule  depended  upon  the  amount  ? 

It  depended  upon  the  amount ; the  amount  is  generally  set  forth  in  the 
contract. 

246.  Did  that  sum  not  come  within  the  amount  for  which  a bond  and  contract 
would  have  been  usual  ? 

It  did  not,  because  there  were  several  tenders  received  by  the  Guardians  that 
made  up  that  sum  ; it  was  not  at  one  time ; it  was  during  the  whole  period  of 
their  administration. 

247.  The  2,000/.  was  the  gross  amount  of  several  different  contracts? 

It  was. 

248.  And  each  of  those  contracts  was  so  low,  that  it  did  not  come  W'ithin  the 
rule  which  obliged  sureties  to  be  found  ? 

They  were  not  so  low. 

249.  Is  not  the  rule  general  ? 

It  is- 

250.  Without  exception  ? 

Without  exception. 

251.  That  is  a rule  which  is  introduced  by  the  regulations  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  ? 

Exactly. 

252.  And  those  regulations  are  binding  upon  the  Vice-Guardians,  as  part  of 
the  written  law  of  the  land? 

They  are. 

253.  That  is  to  say,  whatever  be  the  sum  or  amount,  it  must  be  done  in  that 
form,  a proper  contract  and  bond  with  two  sureties  ? 

Exactly. 

254.  It  ought  to  be  ? 

It  ought  to  be,  according  to  the  Commissioners5  regulations. 

255.  There  ought  to  be  a bond  and  contract  for  each  particular  engage- 
ment? 

For  each  particular  engagement. 

r 256.  Are 
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256.  Are  we  to  understand  that  this  2,000 /.  was  paid  to  this  woman  only? 

Only. 

257.  She  had  the  contracts,  and  she  received  the  2,000 1? 

She  sent  in  several  tenders. 

258.  But  the  money  was  paid  to  her  only? 

It  was. 

259.  Was  there  any  minute  entered  with  regard  to  this  2,000/.,  to  which 
amount  this  woman  was  allowed  to  supply  without  any  bond  ? 

The  only  minute  that  appears  on  the  books  is,  that  her  tender  is  accepted  for 
supplying  certain  articles,  and  that  tender  we  have. 

260.  That  is  all  that  appears  on  the  minutes  ? 

That  is  all,  and  the  payments  made  to  her. 

261.  Could  you,  from  the  minutes,  therefore,  be  aware  whether  she  had  com- 
plied with  the  rule  with  regard  to  the  bond  and  sureties  ? 

She  did  not  comply  with  it. 

262.  Do  the  minutes  show  on  the  face  of  them  the  peculiar  circumstances 
with  regard  to  this  woman  ? 

They  do  not. 

263.  Supposing  that  woman,  or  any  other  contractor,  had  been  directed  to 
enter  into  securities  by  bond  and  contract,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Poor  Law  Act,  must  there  not  have  been  a consideration  of  those  securities,  of 
their  solvency,  an  approval  of  them,  and  a direction  that  the  bond  was  to  be 
entered  into  ? 

Yes. 

264.  Was  there  any  such  consideration  had  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Sidley's  con- 
tract to  the  extent  of  2,000/.? 

The  Vice-Guardians  considered  that  they  owed  Mrs.  Sidley  upwards  of  500/. 
or  600  /.  at  each  time  her  tender  was  accepted ; it  was  sufficient  security. 

265.  At  the  commencement  of  all  this,  there  must  have  been  a period  when 
Mrs.  Sidley  was  not  so  much  a creditor  of  the  Union ; was  there  any  contract 
entered  into,  and  any  bond  given  for  the  security  of  that  contract  at  that  time? 

I never  saw  a bond  of  Mrs.  Sidley’s  at  all  for  any  period. 

266.  Did  the  debt  of  the  Union  to  her  occur  after  the  Vice- Guardians  were 
appointed,  or  before  ? 

There  was  very  nearly  400  /.  due  to  her  by  the  former  Board  on  the  Vice- 
Guardians  coming  into  office. 

267.  And  they  considered  that  sufficient  security? 

They  did. 

268.  How  long  was  this  account  running  on,  which  ended  in  the  payment  of 
2,000/.  and  upwards,  as  -well  as  you  recollect? 

It  was  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

269.  Did  Mrs.  Sidley  always  get  the  preference  upon  any  tender  when  other 
tenders  came  in? 

She  always  got  the  preference. 

270.  Was  she  always  the  lowest,  or  not? 

She  was  considered  to  be  the  cheapest  and  best  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  but 
she  always  got  a decided  preference. 

271.  Did  she  get  a decided  preference  because  her  tender  was  the  cheapest, 
or  from  any  other  considerations  ? 

I do  not  consider  it  was  because  her  tender  was  the  cheapest,  for  if  it  was  a 
little  higher  than  others,  she  got  a preference. 

272.  Where  did  Captain  Wynne  lodge  at  Carrick-on-Shannon? 

He  lodged  at  Mrs.  Sidley’s. 

(170. 1.)  c 2 273.  Do 
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Mr.  J.  B.  Clarke. 
6th  May  1850. 


273.  Do  you  remember  hearing  that  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians 
processed  for  sums  of  money  by  persons  living  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 
1 CIO ; 1 recollect  he  was  processed  and  decreed ; I was  in  court. 

I dt  Dt>  ytm  remember  Mr'  Clraro!l  processed  him  ? 


had 


been 


275.  Was  Mr.  Church  a contractor  of  the  Union  ? 
He  was. 


276.  For  what  ? 

For  sweeping  brushes  and  all  sorts  of  brushes  for  the  use  of  the  workhouse  ; 
candles  and  soap,  and  other  materials  ; groceries  and  hardware ; utensils  for  the 
use  of  the  officers  of  the  house,  and  every  other  thing  of  a similar  nature  that 
was  required.  It  was  Mr.  Robinson  who  was  processed. 

277.  Do  you  recollect  the  sums  for  which  he  was  processed  ? 

I do  not. 

278.  Do  you  remember  a man  of  the  name  of  Michael  Leard  having  pro- 
cessed him  ? 

I do  not  recollect  that  Michael  Leard  processed  him ; he  may  have  done  so, 
hut  I cannot  swear  it. 

279.  You  were  not  in  the  court? 

I was  not  then. 

280.  Do  you  know  whether  a man  of  the  name  of  Cunningham  processed  him  ? 

I recollect  that. 


281.  Was  Cunningham  the  purveyor  of  anything  to  the  Union  ? 

He  supplied  the  Union  with  coffins,  salt,  turf  and  coals,  and  many  other 
things;  straw. 

282.  Do  you  remember  a man  of  the  name  of  Owen  M'Cann  having  pro- 
cessed him  ? 

I do ; I was  by  when  he  took  out  the  decree. 

283.  What  was  he  the  purveyor  of? 

He  was  a milk  contractor. 

284.  Do  you  remember  a man  of  the  name  of  Bowers  having  processed  him  ? 
I do. 


285.  What  was  he  the  purveyor  of? 

He  was  a contractor  for  milk. 

28G.  Do  you  remember  a man  of  the  name  of  Barrett  having  processed  him? 
I do. 

287.  What  did  he  purvey  to  the  Union  ? 

He  was  supplying  flour,  Indian  meal,  rye-meal,  and  many  other  articles  of  that 
kind  ; groceries,  soap  and  starch  ; many  articles  in  that  way. 

288.  Were  these  processes  obtained  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  county  of 
Leitrim? 

They  were,  and  decrees  taken  out. 

289.  Decrees  were  taken  out  in  all  those  cases  ? 

They  were,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  I believe  ; it  is  only  that  I believe  it ; 
to  the  best  of  my  belief,  all  were  taken  out ; but  lest  there  should  be  one  or  two 
that  were  not,  1 make  that  reservation. 

290.  Where  did  Mr.  Robinson  lodge  ? 

In  a house  belonging  to  Captain  Cox,  one  of  the  present  Poor  Law  Guardians: 

291.  Did  you  ever  hear  Captain  Cox  say  that  he  had  not  paid  his  rent? 

I heard  it  said  in  the  Board-room  that  he  had  not  paid  his  rent. 

292.  You  know  that  he  left  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

Ido. 

293.  And 
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293.  And  he  was  supposed  to  have  left  much  in  debt  ? 

I know  he  did. 

294.  Did  he  distress  several  people  by  leaving  the  place  in  their  debt? 

I do  not  know  that  he  distressed  them,  because  they  were  all  pretty  indepen- 
dent people. 

295.  Do  you  remember  Colonel  Clarke  coming  down  in  the  month  of  January, 
after  the  resumption  of  the  management  of  the  affairs  by  the  Local  Board  ? 

I do. 

296.  State  what  Colonel  Clarke  said  in  your  presence,  as  well  as  you  recol- 
lect? 

He  stated,  in  my  presence,  that  he  found  the  workhouse  in  a most  disorderly 
state,  and  that  he  would  recommend  strongly  that  the  Board  should  get  rid  of 
the  then  present  staff  of  officers,  and  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  their  suc- 
cessors, and  that  he  would  recommend  the  same  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners ; 
and  the  Board  passed  a resolution  suspending  their  officers. 

297.  Which  was  carried  out  ? 

Which  Avas  carried  out. 

298.  Did  Colonel  Clarke  make  any  written  statement  or  communication,  to 
your  knowledge,  upon  the  subject,  or  was  it  merely  what  passed  in  conver- 
sation ? 

What  passed  at  a meeting  of  the  Board. 

299.  He  came  down  there  officially? 

He  did. 

300.  From  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? 

From  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

i 301.  Did  he  state  that  he  did? 

He  did. 

302.  Do  you  remember  the  state  of  confusion  in  which  the  workhouse  was 
at  that  time  ? 

I know  the  state  of  confusion  it  was  in. 

303.  The  state  of  confusion  was  very  great,  was  it  ? 

It  was  ; but  certainly  some  of  the  officers  were  lying  in  fever  at  the  time. 

304.  Do  you  remember  the  circumstance  of  the  overhauling  of  the  books 
and  the  registers  at  that  time  ? 

I do. 

305.  Do  you  remember  the  report  which  was  made  by  the  committee  of  the 

-Guardians  who  went  down  to  examine  the  house,  and  the  different  departments 
of  it  ? . 

I do. 

306.  Do  you  recollect  whether  it  was  stated,  and  entered  upon  the  minutes, 
.that  there  had  been  196  persons  on  the  register  who  Avere  not  present  in  the 
house  ? 

I do  recollect  it  being  stated  at  the  Board,  and  entered  on  the  minutes. 

307.  Do  you  remember  that  it  Avas  also  on  the  minutes  that  rations  had  been 
drawn  for  them  ? 

I do. 

308.  And  charged  to  the  Union  up  to  the  26th  of  January? 

And  charged  to  the  Union  up  to  that  date. 

309.  Does  that  now  appear  on  the  minutes  ? 

It  appears  on  the  books  here. 

310.  It  was  discovered  at  that  time  ? 

It  was. 

311.  Was  it  discovered  before  that  time  ? 

It  was  not  discovered  until  the  present  Board  came  into  office. 

(170. 1.)  c 3 312.  It 
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312.  It  was  discovered  on  the  Board  coming  into  office  ? 

A short  time  after  coming  into  office. 

313.  Do  you  remember  that  it  was  also  reported  that  there  were  84  persons  in 
the  house  whose  names  were  not  on  the  list  at  all  ? 

It  was  stated,  and  entered  on  the  minutes. 


314.  Do  you  remember,  on  the  question  of  the  measurement  of  the  fuel,  that 
it  was  stated  to  the  full  Board,  and  discovered  on  that  morning,  that  each  load 
was  deficient  12  cwt.  ? 

It  was  stated  to  the  Board  ; hut  I did  not  hear  the  contractor  state  so ; I heard 
it  reported. 

315.  Were  all  these  reports  made  by  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
into  it  ? 

By  the  inquiring  committee  appointed  by  the  Board. 

316.  That  inquiring  committee  was  appointed  by  the  newly-elected  Local 
Board  ? 

Yes. 

317.  Who  composed  that  committee  ? 

Mr.  Owen  Lloyd,  Mr.  Charles  R.  Peyton  and  Mr.  Thomas  Kirkwood. 

318.  Have  you  the  report  ? 

I have. 

319.  Is  the  report  long? 

It  is  a long  report. 

320.  You  have  the  report  entered  on  the  minutes? 

Yes  ; the  report  of  the  committee. 

321.  Will  you  read  that  report  ? 

“ Pursuant  to  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Board  on  the  2d  instant,  the  under- 
signed have  met  daily  during  the  week  to  enable  them  to  obtain  the  information 
required,  and  they  have  now  the  principal  duty  to  report  the  workhouse  to  be  in 
a most  unsatisfactory  state  in  every  point  of  view.  The  resident  officers  appear 
to  be  ignorant  of  their  respective  duties,  as  the  General  Order  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  regulating  the  management  of  Workhouses,  and  the  duties  of  Work- 
house  officers,  have  not  in  any  one  instance  been  carried  out;  consequently 
classification,  order  and  cleanliness  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  department. 
Throughout  the  entire  establishment  the  greatest  possible  confusion  prevails ; 
the  paupers  of  different  classes  intermingling  ; the  doors  of  communication  con- 
stantly left  unlocked ; the  meals  of  the  paupers  served  at  such  irregular  hours  as 
must  tend  to  impair  their  health.  Breakfast  seldom  over  before  two  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  dinner  is,  generally  speaking,  not  served  until  long  after  the 
paupers  should  be  in  bed  ; the  bread  rations  under  the  weight  allowed  by  the 
Board  and  charged  to  the  Union,  and  the  stirabout  rations  not  of  a sufficient 
consistency.  There  is  not  as  yet  a lactometer  to  test  the  milk.  Very  few  of  the 
paupers  have  had  a change  of  linen  for  several  weeks,  and  the  laundry  had  not 
until  the  present  week  been  made  use  of  from  the  1st  of  November  to  the  21  st  of 
December.  As  regards  the  accounts,  the  registry,  the  admission  and  discharge 
book  are  not  authentic  records.  The  weekly  relief  list  represents  paupers  fed  in 
the  house  up  to  the  29th  ultimo  that  have  not  been  in  the  house  since  the  29tli 
of  September,  yet  discharged  from  the  registry  months  before.  The  provision 
receipt  and  consumption  account  does  not  represent  the  articles,  nor  the  quanti- 
ties received,  under  the  proper  heading.  Bread,  though  made  in  the  house,  is 
represented  as  having  been  bought  and  delivered,  and  the  Indian  meal,  rye,  rice 
and  flour  are  under  the  care  of  the  baker.  The  porter  does  not  keep  his  book 
according  to  his  instructions,  and  the  gates  and  doors  under  his  care  are  con- 
stantly unlocked,  which  neglect  facilitates  the  escape  of  the  paupers.  Several 
complaints  have  been  made  to  us  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  food  supplied  to  the 
paupers,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  such  complaints  are  well-founded.  The 
assistant  schoolmaster,  a pauper,  has  been  detected  selling  bread  rations  (through 
an  agent,  one  of  the  school  boys)  to  the  boys  ; he  at  first  stated  he  could  make 
an  affidavit  he  never  did  such,  but  when  confronted  by  his  agent,  acknowledged 
the  charge : upon  search,  three  rations  were  found  in  his  book-press,  and 
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Gi.  IJif.  in  his  pocket.  This  traffic  has  been  carrying  on  for  months.  Had  the 
schoolmaster  used  due  vigilance,  such  could  not  have  been  done  unknown  to 
him.  Having  stated  the  irregularities  that  have  come  under  our  notice,  it  is 
but  justice  to  the  parties  concerned  to  give  the  explanations  offered  us.  A want 
of  a sufficient  supply  of  water  has  been  assigned  for  not  having  the  women 
employed  in  the  laundry,  as  also  for  not  having  the  paupers’  meals  cooked  in 
time,  and  for  the  house  being  in  a filthy  state.  Doors  without  locks  as  a reason 
for  classification  not  being  observed.  The  illness  of  the  master  for  the  inaccu- 
racy of  the  books,  and  that  of  the  matron  for  the  want  of  cleanliness  in  her 
department.  These  explanations  we  leave  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Board,  who 
will  no  doubt  bear  in  mind  the  additional  duties  thrown  upon  the  assistants. 
The  female  side  of  the  house  has  been  crowded  to  excess,  but  the  removal  of 
the  school  children,  307  of  whom  left  this  day  (Tuesday)  to  occupy  the  auxiliary 
house  at  Jamestown,  will,  we  trust,  make  ample  room  for  the  remainder,  and  iead 
to  their  being  employed  in  a reproductive  manner,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union. 
The  school  tables  and  forms  will  be  sent  to  Jamestown,  and  others  .will  be 
required,  which  we  recommend  the  Board  to  supply  without  delay.  The  dining 
hall  is  not  supplied  with  the  number  of  tables  and  forms  it  is  calculated  to  con- 
tain, nor  is  there  a sufficient  number  of  plates,  porringers  and  spoons,  the  want 
of  which  extends  the  hours  of  meals  to  an  inconvenient  length  of  time.  We 
recommend  the  Board  to  order  these  indispensably  necessary  articles.  We  are 
prepared  with  notes  of  the  inaccuracies  in  the  accounts  referred  to  in  this  report. 
y e have  omitted  to  insert  them,  to  avoid  taking  up  the  time  of  the  Board,  that 
it  may  at  once  adopt  such  measures  as  are  best  calculated  to  regulate  the  work- 
house  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  Commissioners.  Carrick-on-Shannon, 
9th  January  1850.  Signed,  Owen  Lloyd,  chairman,  Thomas  Kirkwood  C.  R 
.Peyton.  Adopted  ; signed,  W estmeath.  And  that  we  request  the  Committee 
to  continue  their  valuable  services  for  another  week.” 

322.  The  meaning  of  that  last  entry  we  presume  to  be,  that  the  report  was 
made  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  was  adopted  bv  them  ? 

Yes. 

323.  Was  the  Local  Board  acquainted  with  any  of  these  circumstances  until 
they  were  discovered  by  that  Committee  r 

They  were  not. 

. 324-  Was  there  any  record  upon  the  minutes  kept  by  the  Vice- Guardians  that 
indicated  that  state  of  confusion,  and  of  mismanagement  which  is  described  in 
that  report  ? 

Not  for  a long  time  previously  to  their  leaving  office ; there  were  some  obser- 
vations made  by  the  Vice-Guardians  a long  time  prior  to  their  leaving  office 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  Workhouse,  and  the  quality  of  the  provisions  that 
were  coming  into  the  workhouse. 

325.  That  report,  bearing  date  in  J anuary,  does  it,  in  your  judgment,  describe 
the  condition  in  which  the  Workhouse  was  left  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of 
the  Vice-Guardians  at  the  end  of  November? 

1 cannot  say  that  it  was  the  same  as  indicated  in  that  report  at  the  time 
of  their  leaving  office. 

326.  Was  it  better  at  the  time  of  their  leaving  office,  or  was  it  worse? 

I believe  it  to  have  been  better. 

327.  Then  there  was  a falling  off  in  the  mode  of  management  ? 

There  was. 

328.  Was  it  the  habit  of  the  Vice-Guardians  periodically  to  examine  the 
Workhouses  ? 

It  was. 

329.  They  visited  them  periodically  ? 

They  visited  them  on  their  turn  regularly. 

330.  So  that  they  must  have  been  aware  if  any  of  these  irregularities  existed 
during  the  time  of  their  management  ? 

They  were. 

(170.1.)  c 4 331.  And, 
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??  J 4nd’  t0  y°ar  knowledge,  did  any  of  these  irregularities  complained  of 
exist  during  the  time  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in  office  ? 

To  my  knowledge,  they  did  not  during  their  time. 

332.  According  to  your  knowledge,  these  irregularities  took  place  after  the 
Vice-Guardians  had  gone  out,  and  after  the  election  of  the  Local  Board? 

It  appeared  so. 

333.  That  was  your  opinion  ? 

Yes. 

334.  Do  you  attribute  these  irregularities  to  the  Local  Board  of  Guardians  ? 

I say  that  on  the  V ice- Guardians  leaving  office,  the  house  appeared  to  be  very 
satisfactory , and  they  made  their  reports  accordingly,  that  the  house  was  very 
clean  aud  very  satisfactory.  J 

335.  Who  made  the  reports  ? 

The  Vice-Guardians  used  to  make  their  observations. 

336.  On  leaving  office  did  they  make  such  a report  ? 

L ot  altogether  on  their  leaving  office,  but  previously  to  their  leaving  office  ; 
they  made  no  report  on  their  leaving  office,  to  my  knowledge. 

337.  Do  you  remember  the  state  of  the  kitchen  at  the  time  that  the  Vice- 
Guardians  left  office  r 

I do  not,  for  I was  not  in  it  at  the  time. 

^°.  y?u  reiPember  the  state  of  the  laundry ; it  appears  by  that  report 
1a  ere  had  not  been  any  use  made  of  the  laundry  for  a considerable  time 
anterior  to  the  report ; had  there  been  more  use  made  of  the  laundry  during  the 
time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

, J am  “ot  prepared  to  answer  those  questions  on  my  oath,  as  I am  not  in  the 
office  0t  V1SltmS  t le  laundr-v’  or  those  places ; I confine  myself  principally  to  my 

339.  Who  is  the  proper  person  to  speak  upon  the  subject  ? 

The  master  of  the  workhouse,  or  the  matron. 


^ 340.  Is  the  same  person  in  office  now  who  was  in  office  during  the  time  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  r 

No  ; the  present  Board  appointed  a master  and  a matron ; the  present  Board 
also  removed  the  officers  that  were  in  at  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

341.  Were  they  removed  at  the  suggestion  or  with  the  approval  of  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  in  Dublin? 

They  were  removed  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

342.  Since  the  Local  Board  of  Guardians  came  in,  have  you  attended  the  Board 
yourself  every  Board-day  ? 

I have. 

343.  Did  the  Local  Board  of  Guardians  sit,  during  the  last  winter,  regularly 

very  late  on  every  Board-day  P J 

They  did,  indeed,  sit  very  late. 

344.  Did  they  attend  diligently  to  the  duties  of  their  situation,  as  far  as  their 
knowledge  of  the  state  of  circumstances  would  permit  ? 

They  did,  most  diligently. 

345.  There  were  several  committees  appointed  ? 

There  were,  and  they  attended  regularly,  and  they  did  everything  in  their 
power  to  put  the  Union  in  a proper  state. 

346.  There  was  a good  deal  of  sickness  in  the  establishment  ? 

There  was,  at  the  time,  a great  deal  of  sickness. 

347.  Did  the  Guardians  go  continually,  careless  of  infection,  through  the 
workhouse,  to  endeavour  to  set  all  those  matters  right  ? 

They  did. 

348.  When 
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348.  When  was  the  former  master  changed ; at  what  date  ? M r . 

I think  it  was  ahont  the  23d  of  January;  he  left  the  workhouse  about  the  - 

23d  of  January.  gth  Ma, 

349.  Was  it  during  the  time  of  that  master’s  being  in  office  that  these  irregu- 

lari  ties  commenced;  or  was  it  subsequently  to  his  leaving,  and  the  new  master 
coming  in  ? & 

I believe  a great  many  irregularities  occurred  during  his  time,  but  those  irre- 
gulanties  -were  not  made  known. 

35a  But  did  those  irregularities  take  place  after  the  Local  Board  had  been 
elected,  or  durmg  the  time  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in  office ? 

? srlat  deal  of  irregularity  after  the  Vice-Guardians  left 
office  and  I beheve  also  there  were  irregularities  in  the  workhouse  during  the 
time  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  before  they  left  office. 

order^'  Y°U  ™’e  mi]erst°od  t0  say’  tiat  tie  ™rkhouse  was  in  very  good 
As  far  as  cleanliness. 

352.  That  was  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  1 
Yes. 


353.  What  was  the  nature,  then,  of  the  irregularities  which 
have  existed  anterior  to  the  removal  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 
The  books  not  being  kept  properly. 


you  consider  to 


354  With  regard  to  the  articles  of  stock  and  clothing,  furniture  and  so  forth 
were  there  any  irregularities  in  the  books  prior  to  the  Wee-Guardians  leaving  r ’ 
1 here  was  a great  deal  of  irregularity. 

355.  Various  articles  not  entered  that  were  got  ? 

I cannot  swear  that. 


ij)56.  With  respect  to  the  milk,  will  you  state  what  was  the  quality  of  the 
It  was  very  bad,  of  a very  spurious  nature. 

357.  To  your  knowledge  ? 

To  my  knowledge. 

358.  Was  that  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

It  was. 


359.  Are  you  a family  man  ? 

I am  a married  man. 

360.  Do  you  purchase  milk  for  your  family  ? 

I have  my  own  cows. 

361.  Is  there  a considerable  difference  in  value  between  the  milk  with  which 
you  are  supplied  yourself,  and  that  which  was  supplied  to  the  workhouse  ? 

A great  deal  of  difference,  for  I have  compared  it  with  the  milk  from  mv 
own  cow;  I brought  some  of  the  milk  from  my  own  cow  to  the  workhouse, 
and  tried  both  by  the  lactometer,  and  found  that  one  was  very  nearly  28  de- 
grees by  the  lactometer ; the  other  was  far  off  that ; there  was  a great  differ- 
ence. 


362.  Was  there  any  lactometer  at  all  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians?  * 
There  was,  but  not  made  use  of. 

_ 363.  Was  there  a lactometer  immediately  obtained  when  the  Local  Board 
discovered  these  abuses  ? 

There  was. 


364.  Did  you  say  that  there  had  been  one,  but  that  it  was  not  used? 
Exactly. 

365.  There  was  a lactometer? 

Yes ; hut  not  of  the  same  description. 

366.  But  which  would  have  afforded  some  means  for  checking  those  abuses? 
It  would  have  afforded  some  means. 

(170.1.)  D 367.  And 
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367.  And  it  was  not  used  ? 

It  was  not  used  ; some  of  tile  glasses  were  broken  at  the  time  ; it  was  not  in 
good  repair. 

368.  Do  you  remember,  one  morning,  a report  having  been  made  that  there 
was  not  milk  enough  even  for  the  hospital  ? 

Ido. 

369.  Do  you  remember  how  many  sick  there  were  at  that  time? 

About  222  at  that  time. 

370.  That  was  under  the  Local  Board  ? 

Yes. 

371 . Were  those  irregularities  at  all  in  existence  under  the  Vice-Guardians? 
They  were ; the  spurious  description  of  milk  was  given  in  to  the  workhouse. 

372.  The  spurious  description  of  milk  existed  under  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

It  did. 

373.  The  irregularity  with  regard  to  the  keeping  of  the  stock,  clothing  and 
furniture  existed  under  the  Vice- Guardians  ? 

It  did. 

374.  Was  the  irregularity  of  the  meals  under  the  Vice-Guardians:  you 
state  that  the  breakfast  did  not  take  place  until  two  o’clock  in  the  day,  and 
the  dinner  equally  out  of  season  ? 

It  was  partly  under  the  Vice-Guardians. 

375.  Will  you  look  at  that  return — [ handing  a paper  to  the  Witness] — what  is 
the  date  of  that  return  ? 

Thirty-first  October  1849. 

376.  Is  that  an  authentic  return  ? 

It  is. 

377.  Is  it  signed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

It  is  not. 

378.  By  whom  is  it  signed? 

It  is  merely  copied  from  the  minutes,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  informa- 
tion to  one  of  the  Guardians. 

379.  It  is  an  authentic  return  ? 

It  is. 

380.  What  quantity  of  milk  was  paid  for  during  that  week  ? 

There  were  4.000  quarts  of  sweet  milk  ordered. 

381.  And  of  course  debited  to  the  Union? 

Yes. 

382.  That  quantity  of  milk  was  ordered  ? 

It  was. 

383.  Is  there  any  evidence  of  that  quantity  of  milk  being  received? 

I believe  that  quantity  of  milk  was  not  received,  nor  anything  like  it. 

384.  Was  that  quantity  of  milk  paid  for? 

I cannot  swear  that  it  was  paid  for,  because  the  contractors  could  not  be  all 
paid,  from  the  low  state  of  the  funds. 

385.  Was  it  acknowledged  as  a debt  against  the  Union? 

It  could  not  be  entered  as  a debt  against  the  Union,  until  such  time  as  it 
appeared  to  have  been  received  and  entered  in  the  master’s  day-book. 

386.  Has  it  ever  been  received  and  entered  in  the  master’s  day-book  ? 

It  appears  to  me  that  that  quantity  of  milk  never  had  been  received  from  the 
time  of  being  ordered,  because  the  master  frequently  complained  of  not  getting 
enough  milk  in  the  house. 

387.  How  do  you  get  to  the  knowledge  of  these  facts  ? 

Ill  certifying  the  bills  of  the  contractors,  I frequently  refer  to  the  master’s 
v day- 
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day-book  to  see  whether  the  quantities  of  this  article,  appearing  to  have  been  Mr.  J.  B.  Clarke. 

received  by  him,  correspond  with  the  amount  of  the  bill.  

6th  May  1850. 

388.  Do  you  audit  the  master  s day-book  ? 

I do. 

389.  And  do  you  find  frequent  discrepancies? 

I do  not  mean  that  I find  frequent  discrepancies  ; I mean  that  the  quantity  of 
milk  which  appears  to  have  been  ordered  here,  was  not  at  all  received  at  the 
time,  as  appears  by  the  master’s  day-book. 

390.  The  claim  which  the  contractor  has  is  a claim  founded  upon  the  masters 
day-book,  and  not  upon  the  order  which  may  be  given  ? 

It  is  upon  the  order. 

391.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  explain  how  a claim  can  possibly  arise 
upon  the  order,  without  the  proof  of  delivery  ? 

The  contractor  enters  the  quantity  specified  in  the  orders  of  the  Board  to  a 
certain  extent  in  his  bill ; the  master  refers  to  the  deliveries  for  a certain  period 
that  have  not  been  paid  for  ; he  marks  off  the  last  item  in  his  account  that  is 
certified  by  him  in  a bill  which  is  furnished  to  the  Guardians.  When  another 
bill  is  submitted  to  the  master  to  be  certified,  he  commences  with  the  next  item, 
and  goes  as  far  with  the  receipts  of  this  article  as  the  contractor  has  orders  in 
this  book ; he  sees  whether  the  quantities  specified  in  those  orders  were  received 
up  to  a certain  period,  according  to  the  dates  in  the  bill ; and  if  he  finds  that 
one  of  the  orders  is  not  fully  completed,  say  the  last  order  in  the  bill,  he  rejects 
the  bill,  or  casts  it  out  until  it  is  delivered. 

392.  Then  does  not  it  follow,  as  a necessary  consequence,  that  the  charge  to 
be  established  on  the  part  of  the  contractor  against  the  Union  is  founded  upon 
the  proof  of  the  deliveries,  and  not  upon  the  proof  of  the  order  ? 

It  is  founded  upon  a proof  of  the  deliveries. 

393.  Then  that  paper  which  you  hold  in  your  hand,  which  is  only  an  account 
of  the  orders,  has  practically  nothing  to  say  to  the  question  of  the  deliveries  ? 

No,  it  has  not. 


394.  When,  in  auditing  the  master’s  accounts,  you  found  that  the  contractor’s 
bills  did  not  correspond  with  the  entries,  what  course  did  you  take  ? 

I rejected  the  bill,  and  gave  it  back  to  him  to  have  it  corrected. 

395.  In  that  case,  the  money  was  not  paid  to  the  contractor? 

Certainly  not ; it  was  never  paid  until  my  signature  was  attached  to  the 
bill. 

396.  What  do  you  mean  by  spurious  milk  ? 

I mean  mixed  nearly  with  half  water. 

397.  How  did  you  ascertain  that  ? 

We  tested  the  milk  in  different  ways  ; in  the  first  place,  we  tasted  the  milk  to 
see  whether  it  had  the  taste  of  water,  and  found  it  had ; and  in  the  next  place, 
we  tried  it  with  the  lactometer,  and  found,  when  compared  with  good  milk,  that 
it  was  not  at  all  the  thing ; that  it  was  very  far  deficient  of  the  quality  of  good 
milk ; and  there  appeared,  also,  a thick  substance,  as  if  it  had  been  mixed  with 
chalk,  or  a material  of  that  kind. 


398.  Some  sediment? 
Some  sediment 


399.  Is  there  chalk  in  that  district  ? 

There  is  plenty  of  chalk  to  be  had. 

400.  The  soil  is  not  a chalk  soil: 

I cannot  state  that,  from  my  own  knowledge. 


401.  Do  you  know  that  there  is  a variety  in  the  quality  of  milk,  according  to 
the  variety  of  the  cow  ? 

I know  there  is,  but  the  variety  is  very  trifling  ; you  will  scarcely  observe  the 
difference. 

(170.1.)  d2  402.  What 
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402.  What  description  of  cow  is  generally  prevalent  in  the  district  from  which 
these  contractors  send  their  milk  ? 

They  vary  in  their  description. 

403.  Are  they  what  are  called  short-horned  cows  ? 

There  are  a great  many ; my  own  was  a short -horned  cow. 


404.  Did  you  test  the  quality  of  the  milk  of  your  short-horned 
pared  with  the  cows  of  the  district  ? 

I did. 


cow,  as  corn- 


405.  And  what  did  you  find  to  be  the  result  ? 

I found  that  the  milk,  of  the  short-horned  cow  was  much  better. 

406.  Have  you  passed  by  the  house  of  the  milk  contractor  ? 

I have. 


407.  Tell  the  Committee,  as  well  as  you  can  recollect,  the  description  of 
his  cows  ? 

They  were,  apparently,  all  of  the  Irish  breed. 

408.  In  what  condition  ? 

A very  good  condition,  apparently. 

409-  Did  you  find  any  white  deposit  in  the  milk  ? 

A whitish  sediment. 

410.  And  you  have  no  doubt  that  that  was  from  adulteration? 

I believe  it  to  be  from  adulteration. 

411.  Was  that  reported  to  the  Board  ? 

The  present  Board  ascertained  those  things. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Colonel  WILLIAM  AUGUSTUS  CLARKE  is  called  in,  and  examined 
as  follows : 

412.  WERE  you  the  Inspector  sent  down  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  ? 

The  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  is  comprised  within  my  district ; I was  not 
sent  specially  to  Carrick-on-Shannon  ; it  merely  came  within  the  ordinary 
routine  of  my  duty. 

413.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state,  in  the  way  most  convenient  to  you, 
what  was  the  condition  in  which  you  found  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union 
under  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

The  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  was  not  under  my  charge  in  the  time  of  the 
Vice-Guardians ; I came  into  office  as  a permanent  Inspector  upon  the  18th  of 
September  last;  but  I did  not  commence  my  duties  until  the  end  of  October, 
and  having  1 6 Unions  under  my  charge,  I deferred  visiting  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  and  the  Mohill  Unions,  on  account  of  there  being  a temporary  Inspector 
there ; therefore  those  Unions  did  not  require  my  so  immediate  presence  as 
those  where  there  was  no  temporary  Inspector.  But  I find  by  notes  which  I 
have  taken  down,  that  the  first  meeting  of  the  elected- Board  of  Guardians  took 
place  on  the  8th  of  November.  Now,  I cannot  exactly  say  how  soon  it  might 
be  after  that  that  I paid  my  first  visit,  but  I know  that  I attended  several 
meetings  of  the  Board  between  that  day  and  the  21st  of  the  January  following. 
Upon  the  6th  of  December  I was  present  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 
I was  directed  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  certain  charges  which  had  been 
brought  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  who  was  the  Roman  Catholic  curate  acting  there  as 
the  Chaplain  of  the  workhouse.  Those  charges  were  not  of  an  important 
nature,  but  affected  principally  the  discipline  of  the  house ; they  were  brought 
against  the  matron.  I recollect  one  was,  that  he  accused  her  of  having  pawned 
some  property  of  the  Union.  Another  charge  was,  that  there  had  been  some 
disturbance  in  the  chapel  upon  a certain  occasion  ; but  those  were  not  important 

points, 
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points,  and  after  a very  careful  investigation  of  the  whole  of  the  circumstances, 
I found  that  there  were  no  grounds  to  substantiate  those  charges.  I should  also 
mention,  that  at  this  time,  when  Mr.  Fitzgerald  wrote  to  the  Commissioners,  he 
had  brought  a charge  against  the  Vice- Guardians,  or  one  of  them,  of  having  given 
an  undue  preference  in  the  signing  of  cheques ; that  he  had  favoured  particular 
parties  in  signing  those  cheques : but  the  Vice-Guardians  being  out  of  office  at  the 
time  that  I instituted  the  inquiry,  and  there  being  no  power  of  punishment  vested  in 
the  Commissioners  after  they  had  ceased  office,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  that 
I should  go  into  that  question but  an  explanation  was  given  by  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians upon  the  point,  totally  denying  the  charge.  Now  I find  that  I have  a note 
in  my  report  upon  that  point ; this  is  dated  on  the  6th  of  December ; the  extract 
from  my  report  says,  “ I am  by  no  means  prepared  to  say,  that  the  management 
of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Workhouse  has  been  perfect  in  all  its  details  ; at  the 
same  time,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  has  failed  to  prove  any  one  of  the  charges  he  brought 
forward.”  This  was  the  result  of  my  partial  inquiry  at  that  time.  I visited  the 
Board  of  Guardians  on  three  separate  occasions  afterwards ; my  Lord  Westmeath 
presided  upon  those  occasions,  and  there  was  no  report  made  to  me  upon  any 
one  of  them,  that  anything  had  gone  wrong  in  the  general  management  of  the 
house ; there  were  certainly  some  remarks  made,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  bad 
not  performed  their  duty  in  the  way  that  they  should  have  done ; but  there  was 
nothing  of  a specific  nature  brought  forward,  or  in  such  a shape  that  I should 
have  felt  myself  called  upon  to  take  it  up  as  the  Inspector  of  the  Union.  There 
is  nothing  further  to  state  until  the  month  of  January,  I think. 

414.  Can  you  state  all  the  dates  of  your  visits  ? 

I will  make  it  as  clear  as  I possibly  can.  Of  course,  having  so  many  Unions 
under  my  care,  I cannot  charge  my  memory  with  exact  dates,  but  1 observe  that 
on  the  3d  of  January  I addressed  to  the  Commissioners  a report  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  state  in  which  I have  found  the  UnioD.  I must  premise  by  observing 
to  your  Lordships  that  this  was  upon  the  report  of  the  visiting  commitee  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  not  upon  my  own  observation;  and  in  the  evidence  which 
I may  give  to  your  Lordships  to-day,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  I go  upon 
documents  that  were  brought  before  me  in  the  character  of  Inspector,  when  I had 
to  report  upon  those  documents,  and  reports  that  were  made  by  others  rather  than 
upon  my  own  observations.  Now  I observe  that  on  the  3d  of  January  1850,  I 
reported  as  follows  : “ The  entire  subject  of  the  management  of  the  workhouse 
was  under  discussion  yesterday” — this  was  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians upon  the  2d  of  January — “ and  such  a disclosure  of  gross  neglect,  and  1 fear 
worse  practices,  never  came  under  my  observation.  It  appears  that  the  pauper  in- 
mates of  the  workhouse  have  not  had  a change  of  linen  for  many  weeks,  while  an 
abundant  supply  is  lying  rotting  in  its  filth  unwashed.”  This  is  my  own  report, 
from  what  I heard.  “ It  was  admitted  by  tbe  Board  as  a well-known  fact,  that  soap 
and  other  property  of  the  Union  was  sold  in  large  quantities  in  the  town  of  Carrick ; 
that  the  dormitories  and  every  other  part  of  the  Union  are  in  a most  filthy  and 
disgusting  state,  the  matron  having  a family  of  five  children  residing  with  her  in 
the  workhouse.  With  regard  to  the  master,  there  is  a total  want  of  discipline 
and  classification : the  clothing-books  are  not  made  up ; the  relief  lists  and 
registers  do  not  correspond,  there  being  errors  both  in  number  and  date.  No 
regular  system  of  feeding  the  paupers  seems  to  have  been  adopted ; large  quan- 
tities of  flour  are  given  to  the  baker  without  check  on  the  quantity  of  bread 
produced,  and  the  assistant  master  was  detected  passing  loaves  as  three  pounds 
weighing  only  two  and  a-half  pounds.  The  gate  of  the  male  adult  yard  con- 
tinually open,  and  the  porter’s  office  useless.”  I then  recommended  the  removal 
of  the  whole  of  the  officers.  This  was  my  report  of  the  3d  of  January.  Now, 
I think  it  very  proper  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  your  Lordships,  that  when 
the  Board  of  Guardians  came  in  (their  first  meeting  was  on  the  8th  of  November, 
after  the  Vice-Guardians  were  displaced),  there  was  a report  of  Captain  Haymes, 
who  was  the  temporary  Inspector  at  that  time,  which  was  submitted  to  me, 
giving  a very  favourable  account  of  the  workhouse  being  in  a state  of  cleanliness 
and  good  order  prior  to  that  time.  The  very  first  act  of  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
or  one  of  the  very  first  acts  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  was  to  deprive  the  officers 
of  their  rations.  There  is  a rule  which  has  been  generally  observed  in  regard 
to  workhouse  officers,  and  I think  a very  wise  one,  to  give  them  a certain  scale 
of  rations  in  addition  to  salary ; in  the  first  place,  with  the  view  of  keeping  them 
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from  sending  messengers  continually  into  the  town  from  the  workhouse,  and, 
doubtless,  with  the  view  also  to  keep  them  from  embezzling  the  workhouse 
stores.  The  act  of  the  Guardians  was  to  deprive  these  officers  of  their  rations  ; 
another  act  was  to  reduce  the  quantity,  as  I am  informed,  of  the  soap  in  use  in 
the  house  ; another  was  to  reduce  the  “salaries  of  the  Relieving  Officers  to  such 
an  amount  as  was  not  commensurate  with  the  duties  required  from  persons  who 
could  follow  no  other  business;  for  example,  reducing  the  salary  to  15/.  per 
annum,  when  a man  was  not  allowed  to  hold  any  other  office,  or  to  carry  on  any 
business.  Now,  I do  believe  that  this  caused  a considerable  degree  of  dis- 
satisfaction among  the  workhouse  officers  (this  is  my  own  impression),  and  that 
they  did  not  work  so  readily  afterwards  as  they  might  have  done  before.  I took 
occasion,  upon  the  investigation  which  I have  before  mentioned,  to  speak  to  the 
master  and  matron,  and  to  the  assistant  master  and  assistant  matron,  and 
I told  them  at  that  time  that  I should  expect  the  most  rigorous  observance  of 
their  duties,  and  that  they  were  not  the  parties  to  judge  whether  the  continuance 
of  Vice-Guardians  or  an  elected  Board  was  right.  This  was  brought  very 
prominently  forward,  but  I do  believe  that  there  was  a strong  feeling  of  dissatis- 
faction on  the  part  of  the  officers.  Perhaps  I am  going  rather  too  much  into 
detail  upon  the  general  question.  Of  course  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  the 
Union  being  placed  under  my  charge,  I made  myself  acquainted,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, with  the  whole  # circumstances  connected  with  the  Union  from  the  time 
the  Vice-Guardians  came  into  office ; and  on  going  through  the  Petition,  if  it 
be  agreeable  to  your  Lordships,  I will  take  each  point  seriatim , and  give  such 
information  as  I may  have  acquired  on  the  different  points.  I find  under  the 
first  head,  that  the  gross  valuation  is  set  down  at  59,974/.,  but  at  the  time  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  it  was  61,450/.,  and  was  reduced  to  59,974/.  by  subsequent 
revisions.  The  second  head  is,  “ That  in  the  month  of  January  1848,  the  Local 
Board  of  Guardians  were  dissolved,  and  two  paid  officers,  called  Vice-Guardians, 
were  appointed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in  their  places,  with  an  Inspector^ 
whose  duties  appear  to  have  been  undefined.”  Now  that  word  “undefined,” 
it  may  be  necessary  to  have  some  information  upon,  and  on  reference  to  the 
circular  of  the  26th  of  October  1847,  it  will  be  found  that  the  duties  of  the 
temporary  Inspector  are  most  minutely  defined  in  every  particular ; he  could  not 
travel,  in  fact,  out  of  his  duties,  without  being  guilty  of  a dereliction.  The  third 
point  is,  as  to  the  salaries  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  their  travelling  expenses. 
The  travelling  expenses  are  properly  confined  to  such  cases  as  those  in  which 
the  Vice-Guardians  may  have  held  a revision  of  the  paupers  receiving  relief. 
The  next  point  is,  “ That  the  amount  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Union  at  the  time 
of  their  appointment  was  4,615/.”  That  is  perfectly  correct.  I find,  also, 
according  to  the  documents,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  received  and  disbursed 
during  their  administration  17,351  /. ; I believe  that  that  approximates  as  nearly 
as  possible.  With  respect  to  the  different  rates  that  -were  made,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  45,271/.,  saving  the  arrears,  I find  upon  a rough  calculation,  that 
as  nearly  as  possible  the  gross  expenditure  was  39,800/.  Under  the  10th  head 
there  is  one  point  which  will  materially  affect  myself,  most  probably,  and  that  is 
in  regard  to  the  collection  of  a rate  by  instalments.  I think  it  necessary  to 
explain  to  your  Lordships  that  all  these  questions  of  detail  -are  referred  by  the 
Commissioners  to  their  Inspectors,  and  this  question  of  a rate  which  had  been 
made  by  the  Garrick  Board  of  Guardians  (the  elected  Board)  was  brought 
before  me.  But  the  proposition  that  was  brought  before  me  was,  not  to  collect 
by  instalments,  which  we  generally  object  to,  there  being  a practical  difficulty 
attending  it,  but  related  to  a proposal  by  a resolution  of  the  15th  December,  to 
reduce  the  general  amount  of  the  estimate  by  one-third.  This  was  referred 
to  me  as  a general  question.  I found  that  one  rate  only  was  1*.  5 d.  in  the 
pound.  Some  were  very  high  undoubtedly,  but  the  note  which  I sent  back 
to  the  Commissioners  upon  this  was  as  follows:  “ If  it  be  shown  that 
two-thirds  of  the  estimate  on  each  Electoral  Division  is  sufficient  to  meet 
all  demands  to  the  25th  of  March,  I see  no  objection  to  the  general  reduc- 
tion proposed;  but  if  it  be  on  the  plea  of  excessive  rates  on  particular  Elec- 
toral Divisions,  the  course  should  be  to  limit  the  rate  to  a certain  poundage 
on  those  Divisions ; for  if  a per-centage  reduction  on  the  entire  Union  were 
admitted  on  that  plea,  it  would  be  giving  a bonus  to  the  rich  on  account  of 
the  poverty  of  the  poor.”  Therefore,  any  blame  which  may  attach  to  that 
entirely  rests  with  myself.  Now,  on  the  point  of  the  contracts,  which  is  the 
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1 1th  Article,  it  is  usual  for  Boards  of  Guardians,  which,  I believe,  the  greater 
part  of  your  Lordships  are  perfectly  aware  of,  to  enter  into  contracts  half-yearly ; 
and,  in  fact,  the  Guardians  were  bound  in  duty  to  have  advertised  for  contracts 
to  have  been  entered  into  upon  the  29th  of  September.  I have  not  the  corres- 
pondence which  was  put  before  me  upon  the  question.  I am  only  now  speaking 
from  memory ; but  I believe  that  the  explanation  which  was  given  was,  that 
they  were  apprehensive  that  they  would  be  blamed  for  not  having  entered  into 
contracts  which  they  did  at  the  very  last  moment,  and  they  got  immediately  a 
representation  from  my  Lord  Westmeath  that  those  contracts  were  not  valid. 
The  cause  assigned  was,  that  having  neglected  the  duty  upon  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember, they  were  anxious  that  when  they  went  out  of  office,  it  should  not  be 
said  that  they  had  neglected  this  duty,  and  left  the  people  without  food.  The 
13th  head  is  as  to  the  appointment  of  a gentleman  “ who  should  never  have 
been  appointed  to  any  situation  of  trust.”  This,  I believe,  alludes  to  Mr.  Robin- 
son. I had  no  acquaintance  whatever  with  either  of  the  gentlemen  appointed 
as  Vice-Guardians.  Mr.  Robinson  had  been  a clerk,  I believe,  either  in  the 
Roscrea  Union  or  in  the  Parsonstown  Union,  and,  I believe,  was  very  highly 
recommended  as  a very  trustworthy  person ; that  is  all  the  knowledge  I had  of 
the  appointment. 

415.  You  are  aware,  of  course,  that  he  left  in  debt? 

Merely  from  report.  The  14th  Article  I will  not  go  into,  because  I have  no 
knowledge  upon  the  point  whatever.  Respecting  the  disorganization  of  the 
workhouse,  the  report  which  I had  the  honour  of  reading  to  your  Lordships 
bears  upon  the  point.  In  the  17th  Article  it  is  stated,  that  “ it  'was  discovered 
that  the  fuel  brought  by  the  contractors  to  the  house  was  deficient  12  cwt.  in 
each  load.”  I think  there  are  very  many  points  in  the  administration  of  the 
law  which  devolve  upon  particular  officers;  and  although  it  was  the  duty, 
undoubtedly,  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  see  generally  that  things  were  correctly 
brought  forward,  yet  there  are  some  particular  things  which  they  could  not  look 
into.  Now  that  particular  duty  of  looking  after  the  workhouse  supplies  belongs 
exclusively  to  the  master ; and,  by  the  general  regulations,  it  is  laid  down  that 
the  master  of  the  workhouse  shall  examine  and  verify  all  quantities  of  food  and 
other  articles  brought  into  the  workhouse.  If  we  go  into  this  particular  point 
about  the  fuel,  if  it  be  the  fact  that  there  were  8 cwt.  deficient  on  every  ton,  it 
could  only  be  by  gross  collusion  with  the  master  himself ; because  we  know  very 
well  that  an  ordinary  cart-load  of  coal  which  is  brought  to  the  workhouse  is  a 
ton.  Now  if  this  were  passed  as  28  cwt.,  it  could  not  be  passed  as  28  cwt. 
without  the  master  being  perfectly  cognizant  of  it,  because  he  would  know 
perfectly  well  that  the  cart  would  not  contain  28  cwts.  If,  on  the  contrary,  an 
amount  of  between  12  and  13  cwt.  were  passed  to  him  as  a ton,  he  must  also 
have  known  perfectly  well  that  that  could  not  have  been  the  case,  because  the 
cart  would  not  have  been  more  than  half  full.  Therefore,  the  fault  must  lie 
entirely  with  the  master  regarding  that  point,  and  could  not  be  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  Vice-Guardians.  With  regard  to  the  bonds,  there  was  a great  laxity  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  clerk  of  the  Union.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  see  that  all 
bonds  and  contracts  are  duly  entered  into.  When  this  matter  was  brought  before 
me,  it  was  alleged  by  the  clerk  that  the  Vice-Guardians  had  ordered  him  to  give  the 
warrants  to  the  Collectors  without  those  bonds  being  perfected  ; but  even  sup- 
posing that  such  an  order  were  given,  the  clerk  stands  in  a very  peculiar  situation, 
different  from  any  other  officer  in  the  workhouse.  The  clerk  is  not  liable  to 
suspension  by  the  Guardians,  it  must  be  entirely  by  the  act  of  the  Commis- 
sioners themselves ; he  has  a certain  independent  position,  and  it  would  be  his 
bounden  duty,  in  case  of  the  Vice-Guardians  or  any  elected  Board  of  Guardians 
directing  him  to  do  that  which  was  contrary  to  law,  respectfully  to  remonstrate, 
and  to  refuse  his  assent,  and  he  would  be  borne  out  by  the  Commissioners  in  so 
doing ; therefore,  in  any  act  with  regard  to  the  bonds  not  being  perfected, 
I attribute  the  blame,  in  the  first  place,  entirely  to  the  clerk ; certainly  blame 
may  be  attached  to  the  Vice-Guardians  for  not  having  seen  that  those  bonds  were 
duly  executed  afterwards.  It  is  stated  in  the  1 9th  Article,  “That  the  Commissioners 
themselves  knew  there  had  been  gross  neglect  in  these  particulars,”  that  is,  as 
regards  the  bonds.  The  Commissioners  knew  of  it  after  it  was  represented  to 
them,  which  was  in  December ; they  had  no  power  over  the  Vice-Guardians 
at  that  time ; but  they  did  write  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  censured  them 
(170.1.)  d4  then 
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then  for  their  laxity  m not  having  seen  that  those  bonds  were  properly  executed 
Now  if  you  come  to  the  20th  Article,  it  is,  “ That  in  the  month  of  January  it 
was  discovered  that  the  milk  contractors  were  in  the  habit  of  supplying  a spurious 
mixture.  Although  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Guardians  to  see  that  the  milk  was 
ot  a good  quality  every  time  they  visited  the  house,  it  only  appears  that  in  the 
month  of  January  it  was  so  discovered  that  the  milk  was  of  a bad  quality.  It 
was  entirely  the  fault  even  then,  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  that  it  had  not  been 
discovered  between  the  1st  of  November,  when  they  were  elected,  and  that 
time;  but  it  does  not  at  all  show  that  this  spurious  quality  was  sent  to  the 
workhouse  m the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ; and  then  again,  althouo-h  there 
might  be  a short  quantity  of  milk  in  the  month  of  January,  yet  in  the  month  of 
October  the  milk  was  not  so  short  in  quantity  ; therefore,  I do  not  think  that  it 
is  a fair  inference  to  draw,  that  because  the -milk  was  bad  in  January,  the  same 
spurious  quality  was  supplied  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Vice-Guardians  in 
October ; there  might  be  a deficiency,  which  we  all  know  there  is,  in  the  month 
ot  January,  which  does  not  exist  in  October.  The  21st  Article  is,  “ While  the 
late  master  and  matron  were  as  yet  undischarged,  it  was  also  discovered  that 
the  straw  m the  paupers  beds  had  not  been  changed  for  seven  months.”  Now 
the  report  made  to  me  was  totally  to  the  contrary  of  that ; the  report  made  to 
me  was,  that  the  straw  in  the  probationary  wards,  which  I know  mvself  was 
very  much  broken  up  and  got  small,  had  not  been  changed  for  four  months 
from  itha  l,ro,bfonaIY  ,™rds  is  under  very  different  circumstances 

irom  that  in  the  body  of  the  workhouse,  because  these  probationary  wards 
should  only  be  occupied  by  persons  who  may  by  chance  be  detained  there  for 
one  night,  but  not  longer  than  that  ; namely,  until  a change  of  workhouse 
clothing  can  be  procured  for  them ; therefore  there  would  not  be  that  o-reat 
importance  in  changing  the  straw  in  the  probationary  wards  so  frequently 
as  in  the  body  of  the  house.  The  report  made  to  me  was,  that  the  last 
supply  of  change  of  straw  in  the  body  of  the  house  was  on  the  11th  of  Sen- 
tember.  As  to  these  deficiencies,  in  the  22d  paragraph,  of  4,372  articles 
that  1 cannot,  of  course,  offer  any  opinion  upon,  because  it  is  a matter  with 
which  I am  totally  unacquainted.  The  23d  Article  is,  ‘'That  the  Finance' 
Committee  of  the  Board,  on  an  inspection  of  the  clothing  left,  found  it  all 
rotten  I think  that  the  use  of  those  words  “ all  rotten  ” is  going  to  too  great 
an  extent ; it  did  appear  that  there  was  a considerable  quantity  of  linen  of  the 
workhouse  which  the  matron  had  not  had  washed,  and  it  was  mixed  up  with 
other  things,  and  in  the  state  as  here  mentioned ; there  were  some  excuses  made 
for  the  want  of  washing  those,  which  were,  a diminution  in  the  allowance  of 
soap,  m the  first  instance,  and  also  a lamentable  want  of  water,  which  has  always 
existed  in  the  workhouse ; that  was  the  excuse  offered ; how  far  it  might  be  the 
case  is  “other  matter.  Those  are  the  whole  points.  I have  gone  through  them 
to  show  the  Committee  how  far  I was  acquainted  with  them  myself  and  I shall 
be  most  happy  to  answer  any  questions  of  your  Lordships.  ’ 

416.  Is  there  any  report  of  Captain  Haymes'  special  inquirv  ? 

1 here  are  several  reports ; Captain  Haymes  reports  weekly. 

Zffitf  'I0Uld  si0"' his  last  report' prior  t0  the  Vice-Guar- 

I do  not  think  there  is  ; Captain  Haymes  reported  immediately  after  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  8th  of  November,  that  there  was  a 

mem  ofathe0fntand  f!"6  the,GuaJdla“s  of  tte  elected  Board  of  the  mismanage- 
ment  of  the  Board,  hut  immediately  subsequently  to  that,  Captain  Haymes  wrote 

e/!E0r?’  t0  -say  that  ?*e  workhouse  was  in  very  good  working  order  • 
that  he  found  the  interior  clean  in  every  respect.  ° ’ 

418.  Have  you  a copy  of  that  report? 

I have  not. 

419.  We  shall  get  it  from  the  Commissioners  ? 

Either  from  Captain  Haymes  or  from  Mr.  Power. 

420.  At  what  period  before  the  dismissal  of  the  Vice-Guardians  did  Captain 
Haymes  go  there  ? 

The  24th  of  October. 

421.  You 
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421.  You  mentioned  that  there  was  a dissatisfaction  among  the  officers  of  the  Colonel 

house,  because  they  had  been  deprived  of  their  rations  ? W,  A.  Clarke. 

As  reported  to  me  : not  from  my  own  knowledge.  „ 

° 6th  May  1850. 

422.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Yice-Guardians  were  accused  rather  of  profusion  

in  the  management  of  the  funds  of  the  Union  ? 

I have  heard  that  they  were  accused  of  it. 

423.  Then  you  would  not  have  thought  it  extraordinary  that  the  Local 
Guardians  endeavoured  to  economize  a little  ? 

On  the  contrary,  I have  always  advocated  measures  of  economy  most 
strongly: 

424.  You  mentioned  that  it  was  known  to  you,  or  reported  to  you  officially, 
that  a great  deal  of  soap  was  sold  in  the  town  out  of  the  workhouse  ? 

It  was  so  reported  at  the  Board  when  Lord  Westmeath  was  present. 

425.  You  would  not  think  it  extraordinary,  then,  that  the  Local  Board  of 
Guardians  should  economize  the  soap  ? 

Not  at  all. 

426.  Speaking  upon  the  subject  of  economy,  you  stated  that  there  was  a dis- 
satisfaction at  the  Relieving  Officers’  salaries,  which  were  for  out-of-door  work, 
being  reduced  ? 

No;  I mentioned  that  that  was  the  resolution  of  the  Board  among  other 
things,  but  I said  the  reduction  of  the  rations  in  the  house  caused  a dissatisfac- 
tion in  the  house. 

427.  You  were  understood  to  have  said  that  there  was  also  a dissatisfaction 
among  the  Relieving  Officers,  because  their  salaries  were  reduced? 

No  ; I did  not  mean  to  convey  that. 

428.  Are  you  aware  that  the  officers  all  petitioned  the  Board  to  be  retained  ? 

I am  not ; Avhat  I have  said  to  your  Lordships  was  merely  to  show  how  far 
my  inquiries  had  gone ; of  course  I entirely  depend  upon  reports  and  docu- 
ments ; there  being  a temporary  Inspector  there,  who  is  looked  upon  as  the 
person  who  has  the  more  immediate  charge  of  the  detail,  the  permanent  Inspector 
does  not  interfere. 

429.  Was  Mr.  Flanagan  one  of  the  special  Inspectors  ? 

He  was  ; but  Mr.  Flanagan  did  not  visit  the  Union,  I think,  for  some  months 
before  this  time. 

430.  Was  he  so  during  the  time  of  the  Yice-Guardians  r 

Certainly. 

431.  W ould  it  be  from  Mr.  Flanagan  that  we  should  get  any  information? 

1 do  not  know  that  Mr.  Flanagan  would  be  able  to  give  your  Lordships  anv 
information  beyond  the  documents  which  you  will  have  before  you. 

432.  Did  the  dismissal  of  the  workhouse  officers  take  place  with  vour 
approval  ? 

I strongly  recommended  it. 

433.  You  recommended  it  upon  the  faith  of  the  documentary  evidence  that 
was  submitted  to  you  ? 

On  the  faith  of  the  report  of  the  visiting  committee. 

434.  Then  we  need  hardly  ask  you  whether,  having  carried  it  into  effect  by 
the  recommendation  of  the  dismissal  of  those  officers,  you  gave  full  faith  to  that 
report  ? 

Most  undoubtedly. 

435.  You  have  acted  as  an  officer  of  Poor  Laws  in  other  parts  of  Ireland? 

I have. 

T 436.  Supposing  that  on  the  part  of  any  Board  of  Guardians,  whether  Vice- 
Guardians  or  elected  Guardians,  there  was  a neglect  in  considering  the  quality 
of  the  supplies  furnished,  the  quality  of  the  Indian  meal,  the  quality  of  the  milk, 
the  quality  of  the  meat ; should  you  not  think  that  that  was  a culpable  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians? 

(170.1.)  E If 
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thrmghSSleCted  d0ir'S  S° : 1 “ake  “ a P"nt  myBelf’  as  InsPectOT>  even  to  S° 

4-37.  When you  were  in  Kerry  you  regarded  it  as  part  of  your  duty  to  consider 
the  quality  of  the  supplies  ? J J 

I always  saw  that  the  supplies  were  of  good  average  quality : if  not  I of 
course  looked  to  the  proper  quarter  for  remedy.  1 

438.  Have  the  public  any  check  whatever  over  the  conduct  of  the  master 
whose  primary  duty  it  is  to  receive  these  supplies,  if  the  Guardians  themselves 
fcridshed?  hSt  hE  eXeCUteS  hlS  duty  by  constderiog  the  quality  of  the  supplies 

I think  your  Lordship’s  remark  is  perfectly  just,  as  far  as  the  quality  goes  ■ 
but  I think  it  would  he  impossible  for  the  Guardians,  either  an  elected  Board  or 
Vice-Guardians,  to  check  the  quantities. 

439.  Supposing  the  allegations  in  this  Petition  to  be  true;  assuming  that  it 

could  be  shown  that  the  quantity  of  fuel  furnished  bore  that  singular  contrast 
to  the  actual  weight  at  which  it  was  charged ; do  you  think  that  that  could  »0  on 
for  any  period  ot  time  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Guardians,  whether  they 
were  Vice-Guardians  or  elected  Guardians,  if  they  did  their  duty  properly  ? 3 

hay  am  tllat  in  tllat  I’articular  article  you  would  find  it  very  difficult  to 

440.  Do  you  not  think  that  Guardians  managing  a workhouse,  doinv  their 
duty  rightly  ought  to  he  able  to  form  some  fair  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  fuel 
which  would  he  required  for  the  consumption  of  that  workhouse » 

They  ought  to  be  able  to  do  so. 

441.  Then  if  there  was,  as  is  alleged  in  the  Petition,  a difference  in  the  pro- 
portion of  28  cwt.  paid  for,  whilst  there  was  only  20  cwt.  delivered,  if  such  a 
practice  prevailed  tor  any  very  considerable  time,  must  not  the  Guardians  if 
they  did  their  duty  with  vigilance,  have  seen  from  the  amount  charged  for  fuel 
that  there  was  a reduction  in  tile  quantity  of  fuel  actually  furnished  r 

I think  it  would  be  a very  difficult  point  to  ascertain.  The  particular  de- 
scription of  coal  that  is  used  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  might  mislead  many  parties  • 
we  know  that  the  anthracite  coal  burns  for  a much  longer  period  than  the 
Whitehaven  coal;  and  very  likely  gentlemen  not  being  accustomed  to  the  coal  of 
deceived"417’  * ™aller  Tuantity  will  bum  for  a longer  time,  might  be 

442  Still  assuming  the  possibility  of  the  fact  stated  here  being  true,  of 
-8  cwt.  and  20  cwt.  being  the  relative  amounts  at  which  deliveries  and  charges 
were  made,  do  you  not  think  that  a Board  of  Guardians  doing  its  duty  las 
bound  and  must  necessarily  have  detected,  so  great  a discrepancy  as  that’ 

,n L would  be  a very  difficult  point  to  establish  that  the  gentlemen 

could  be  judges  exactly  of  the  quantity  of  coal  used. 

j4,3/  Take  thl  of  bonds;  it  is  really  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  see 

that  the  proper  bonds  and  securities  are  entered  into  ? 

It  is. 

444.  Do  you  not  consider  it  to  be  also  the  duty  of  the  Viee-Guardians  or 
Guardians,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  see  that  that  security,  which  is  the  security 
the  law  requires,  is  given  ? ocuumy 

. „11  ™ undoubtedly  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  have  had  those  bonds 
brought  before  them  at  the  regular  periods;  there  are  periods  stated  when 
bonds  shall  be  brought  before  the  Guardians,  either  elected  or  Vice-Guar- 
d ans,  which  is  the  first  meeting  in  the  month  after  each  audit ; they  are  bound 
at  that  time  to  have  those  bonds,  and  it  certainly  was  the  duty  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  to  have  seen  that  those  bonds  were  perfected  at  the  time. 

Tihen’  altb°“Sli  there  might  have  been  ail  irregularity  on  the  part  of  the 
clerk  in  the  execution  of  the  bond,  if  the  Vice-Guardians  had  been  effectual  in 
doing  their  duty,  must  they  not  have  detected  that  irregularity? 

they  should  have  detected  it ; hut  there  is  a very  great  practical  difficulty  in 
getting  bonds  perfected  afterwards,  if  they  be  neglected  by  the  clerk  in  the  first 
instance.  It  is  not  once  or  twice,  but  every  week  that  I have  cases  brought 

before 
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before  me  of  elected  Boards  of  Guardians  giving  warrants  to  Collectors  for  the 
collection  of  the  rates  before  the  bonds  are  completed  ; and  the  consequence  is, 
that  you  never  can  get  those  bonds  completed  afterwards.  I have  cases  now 
which  have  gone  on  for  four  or  five  months,  threatening  to  suspend  the  officer. 

446.  Is  not  the  approval  of  the  securities  a matter  which  rests  with  the 
Guardians  and  V ice-Guardians  themselves,  although  the  execution  of  those 
securities  is  a matter  of  ministerial  function  belonging  to  the  clerk  ? 

The  security  of  the  bonds  entirely  belongs  to  the  Guardians. 

447.  Are  you  able  to  tell  us  whether,  in  these  cases  of  defective  securities  at 
Carrick-on-Shannon,  there  was  any  investigation  or  approval  of  the  securities 
on  the  part  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ?. 

I am  not  able  to  answer  your  Lordship  that  question ; but  I know  so  far  as 
this,  that  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  greatest  defaulters  there  of  late,  there  is  at 
this  present  moment  an  application  made  to  the  Commissioners  in  his  favour  by 
the  rate-payers  themselves. 

448.  If  there  has  been  that  deficiency  in  the  selection  and  approval  of  the 
sureties,  could  the  clerk  have  allowed  those  bonds  to  be  completed  unless  the 
sureties  had  been  first  approved  of  ? 

He  could  not. 

449.  Supposing  a case  in  which  the  clerk  had  reported  the  absence  of  the 
bond  to  the  Vice- Guardians  in  a written  report,  and  brought  that  specifically 
under  their  consideration,  declining  to  go  further,  or  to  give  the  warrant  from 
the  want  of  securities,  and  that  he  was  instructed  by  the  Vice- Guardians  to  give 
the  warrant  without  security,  would  not  the  responsibility  there  rest  with  the 
Vice- Guardians  ? 

The  responsibility  would  certainly  rest  with  the  Vice-Guardians;  but  I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  place  credence  in  such  an  assertion  without  a sufficient 
proof. 

45Ch  Do  you  happen  to  know  how  it  is  that  the  clerk  was  the  officer  re- 
tained ? 

Not  upon  my  recommendation  at  all;  I recommended  a general  clearance  of 
everybody. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  till  To-morrow, 
One  o’clock. 


(170.  L.) 
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Colonel 
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Die  Martis,  7 ° Mali  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 


Colonel  WILLIAM  AUGUSTUS  CLARKE  is  called  in,  and  further 
examined  as  follows : 

451.  IN  your  evidence  yesterday,  you  stated,  with  regard  to  the  contracts  and 
the  bonds  entered  into,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  see  that 
those  bonds  were  entered  into  ? 

I observe,  in  reading  over  my  evidence  of  yesterday,  that  I fell  into  some 
small  inaccuracy  as  to  the  periods  at  which  the  bonds  should  be  produced ; I 
stated,  that  the  bonds  should  be  produced  half-yearly ; it  should  have  been 
yearly,  at  the  audit  next  after  the  25th  day  of  March.  On  reference  to  the 
compendium  of  General  Regulations,  I find  it  stated,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Auditor  to  point  out  to  the  Guardians  any  errors  or  imperfections  in  the  bonds  ; 
and  with  your  Lordships’ permission,  I will  read  the  39th  Article  of  the  General 
Regulations  ; it  says,  that  “ The  Board  of  Guardians  shall  provide  for  the  safe 
custody  of  all  bonds  given  in  pursuance  of  the  Regulations  of  the  Poor  Law- 
Commissioners,  so  always  that  no  bond  given  by  any  person  shall  remain  in 
the  custody  of  such  person  himself ; and  the  Guardians  shall,  once  in  every  year, 
that  is  to  say,  at  the  audit  next  after  the  25th  day  of  March,  cause  every 
person  having  the  custody  of  bonds  given  by  any"  officer  of  the  Union,  to 
produce  such  bonds  to  the  Auditor  for  his  inspection ; and  the  fact  of  such 
inspection,  and  any  defects  apparent  in  the  said  bonds,  shall  be  reported  by  the 
Auditor  to  the  Board  of  Guardians.”  There  is  a particular  form  of  abstract, 
called  Form  5 a and  5 b of  the  Union  Accounts,  where  there  is  a column 
expressly  pointed  out  for  the  list  of  officers,  with  the  amount  of  security,  the 
bonds  they  have  entered  into,  and  the  sureties  of  the  Auditors  against  each ; 
and  this  states  whether  the  bond  has  been  produced,  or  whether  it  be  perfect. 

452.  When  you  went  down  to  inspect,  did  you  observe  anything  in  the 
minute-books  or  the  books  that  were  produced,  that  showed  that  any  irregularity 
had  taken  place  with  regard  to  those  regulations  respecting  the  bonds  ? 

I did  not,  because  the  minute-books  would  not,  in  fact,  be  inspected  by  me  on 
my  ordinary  inspection.  The  minutes  are  sent  to  me  from  the  Commissioners 
every  week,  and  upon  such  points  as  require  any  particular  observation,  the 
Commissioners  request  my  advice  and  opinion.  It  was  not  necessary  for  me  to 
refer  to  the  minutes ; but  so  far  as  the  general  books  kept  by  the  different 
officers  of  the  Union  were  concerned,  I did  make  it  a point  to  look  at  them.  I 
find  that  the  clerk  had  stated,  on  the  face  of  the  minutes,  that  certain  books 
were  produced  To  the  Board  at  their  day  of  meeting,  and  that  they  were  filled 
up  to  that  date,  and  initialed  by  him  as  a voucher  for  their  general  accuracy.  I 
find  that  that  was  contrary  to  the  fact,  that  those  books  had  not  been  produced 
as  being  made  up  ; the  ledger  was  not  made  up  weekly,  and  the  clothing-books 
were  not  made  up. 

453.  Did  that  inaccuracy  take  place  during  the  time  that  the  Vice- Guardians 
were  in  office  ? 

It  must  have  taken  place  during  the  time  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in 
office,  because  the  books  were  not  made  up  for  a considerable  period. 

454.  From  the  opportunity  of  making  a weekly  inspection  which  you  had 
when  the  minutes  were  sent  to  you,  could  you  from  that  inspection  discover  that 
those  inaccuracies  had  taken  place  at  the  time  ? 
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No  ; it  was  not  possible  to  discover  from  the  minutes  that  an  omission  of 
duty  had  taken  place ; it  was  stated  on  those  minutes  that  this  duty  had  been 
performed. 

455.  You  did  not  discover  that  till  your  visit  of  inspection  ? 

That  was  my  first  visit  to  the  Union. 

45C).  It  was  the  clerk  who  had  signed  the  minutes  as  to  the  books  having  been 
produced  ? 

Yes,  as  having  been  produced;  that  those  books  were  produced  and  initialed 
by  him. 

457.  By  the  clerk? 

Yes. 

458.  And  that  you  discovered  was  not  the  case  ? 

Yes. 

459.  Was  any  blame  attachable  to  the  Auditors  in  consequence  of  that? 

No;  it  would  not  affect  the  Auditor,  but  only  the  clerk.  With  respect  to  the 

contracts,  it  is  alleged  in  the  Petition  that  there  was  a reckless  expenditure  in 
the  contracts  ; I.  think  the  Committee  can  only  judge  of  that  by  the  average 
cost  of  paupers.  I find  upon  reference  to  some  notes  which  I made— and  I took 
the  average  cost  of  paupers  at  two  different  periods,  which  I cannot  now  imme- 
diately call  to  mind,  but  during  the  time  of  office  of  the  Vice-Guardians— and 
I find  that  on  one  occasion  there  were  94  Unions  out  of  131  where  the  average 
cost  was  higher  than  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  uuder  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  at  the 
very  highest  time  there  were  24  Unions  higher.  Now,  Carrick-on-Shannon  does 
not  possess  any  peculiar  advantages  of  transit  to  make  it  a cheap  market,  it 
being  an  inland  town ; and  of  course  Indian  meal,  which  is  the  great  staple  food 
at  the  present  time,  has  a higher  price  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  than  it  would  in 
Cork  or  Limerick ; therefore  I do  think  that  if  the  Committee  find  there  are  94 
Unious  out  of  131,  with  a higher  rate  of  average  than  in  Carrick-on-Shannon 
at  one  time,  and  24  Unions  at  a higher  rate  at  another  time,  that  that  does  not 
bear  out  the  allegation  that  there  was  that  reckless  extravagance  in  the  con- 
tracts; one  can  only  judge  of  the  contracts  by  the  general  results. 

460.  Was  it  not  ascertained  from  an  inspection  of  the  books  that  there  were 
a larger  number  down  in  the  book  than  the  actual  number  receiving  relief  ? 

It  was  reported  by  tbe  Finance  Committee  to  that  effect,  that  there  were  a 
considerable  number  actually  upon  the  books  who  had  been  dead  or  discharged 
for  a considerable  time ; and  also  that  there  were  a considerable  number,  but 
not  amounting  up  to  the  number  who  were  on  the  workhouse  books  improperly, 
never  having  been  registered  and  this  is  not  confined  to  one  Union  ; I am  sorry 
to  say  it  has  been  the  case  very  generally  in  a great  many  Unions.  I recollect 
one  particular  Union,  the  Kenmare  Union,  where  the  master  was  actually 
issuing  384  rations  daily — at  least,  had  been  charging  for  384  for  months  for 
persons  not  in  the  house ; they  were  borne  on  the  register  and  on  the  relief 
lists  just  the  same  as  if  they  had  been  in  existence ; and  of  course,  in  making  up 
his  accounts,  the  master  received  credit  from  the  Auditor  for  these  384  rations 
daily. 

461.  Were  those  diets  embezzled  by  him? 

It  was  a very  difficult  point  to  ascertain ; I think  they  had  never  been  brought 
into  the  house ; there  must  have  been  a collusion  between  him  and  the  carriers 
outside. 


462.  You  do  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  a similar  case  occurred  in 
the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union? 

Only  from  report. 

463.  On  receiving  that  report,  did  you  not  make  any  investigation  at  all 
into  it  ? 

I could  not  make  any  investigation  into  it,  because  the  report  was  not  referred 
to  me  at  the  time.  This  was  a report  that  merely  appeared  on  the  minutes,  and 
Captain  Haymes  being  temporary  Inspector  there,  1 could  only  give  a limited 
portion  of  my  time  to  Garrick  ; I left  it  entirely  to  Captain  Haymes. 

464.  Did 
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464.  Dicl  any  investigation  take  place  into  that? 

I do  not  think  there  did,  any  more  than  it  was  ascertained  to  be  the  fact,  that 
the  register  did  not  agree  with  the  relief  list. 

405.  When  this  very  extraordinary  report  was  made  by  the  Investigating 
Committee,  were  no  steps  taken  whatever  by  any  of  the  Inspectors  to  ascertain 
whether  those  charges  were  really  well-founded,  or  whether  they  were  exasgerated, 
or  whether  they  were  totally  unfounded? 

I he  first  that  I ever  saw,  to  the  best  of  m)r  recollection,  of  such  report,  was 
upon  the  2d  day  of  January.  That  was  the  first  I heard  of  it,  which  was  before 
the  committee ; but  at  that  time  Captain  Haymes  was  there  as  a temporary 
Inspector ; and  there  were  two  gentlemen  then  upon  that  committee,  1 think, 
who  had  been  temporary  Inspectors ; I believe  Mr.  Lloyd,  and  I think  Captain 
Henley.  Those  gentlemen  were  so  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  whole  details  of 
the  matter,  that  it  did  not  admit  of  a doubt  that  those  inaccuracies  existed.  This 
was  one  of  the  grounds  upon  which  I recommended  to  the  Board  of  Guardians 
to  get  rid  of  the  whole  of  their  officers.  This  discrepancy  between  the  register 
and  the  relief  list  is  as  much  the  act  of  the  clerk  as  the  master.  The  clerk 
is  bound  to  verify  those  books,  and  to  ascertain  that  they  are  correct,  and  if  the 
relief  list  and  the  register  do  agree,  he.  puts  his  signature  to  those  books 
weekly,  as  a voucher  to  the  Guardians  that  they  are  correct. 

466.  According  to  that,  it  would,  upon  this  report  being  made,  immediately 
have  become  the  duty  of  Captain  Haymes,  or  whoever  was  the  local  Inspector,  to 
investigate  the  charges  r 

I do  not  think  it  would,  be  necessary  to  go  further ; it  was  self-evident,  from 
the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

467.  Captain  Haymes  not  having  reported  that  this  report  of  the  Investigating 
Committee  was  incorrect,  would  be  taken  as  a confirmation  of  its  correctness, 
would  it  not  ? 

No  doubt ; there  was  no  doubt  thrown  upon  the  correctness  of  the  report, 

468.  But  it  could  not  be  ascertained  whether  that  incorrectness  had  existed, 
or  from  what  period  those  irregularities  had  existed  ? 

It  could  not  well  be  ascertained. 

469.  As  the  charges  that  were  brought  forward  by  this  Visiting  Committee 
extended  back  to  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  no  remark  having  been  made 
by  Captain  Haymes  to  the  contrary,  would  it  be  admitted  as  a matter  of  course, 
that  the  charges  that  were  directed  against  the  Vice-Guardians  were  equally 
directed  against  the  state  of  the  house  from  the  appointment  of  the  Local 
Board  r 

I think  the  report  of  the  Visiting  Committee  did  not  go  so  far  as  to  say,  that 
this  discrepancy  between  the  register  and  the  relief  list  existed  in  the  time  of 
the  Vice-Guardians.  It  would  be  impossible  to  substantiate  any  such  charge, 
because  the  master  might  state  that  a number  of  those  persons  absconded  from 
the  house  the  night  before  the  investigation  took  place ; that  they  were  actually 
in  the  house  up  to  the  time,  as  the  master  of  Kenmare  did ; he  placed  the 
Vice-Guardians  and  myself  at  defiance ; he  said,  “ It  is  true  they  are  not  there 
now  ; but  they  were  there  yesterday,”  as  the  master  might  naturally  say  in  the 
present  case.  It  would  be  impossible  to  say  what  time  they  absconded  from  the 
house,  since  in  reality  there  is  no  means  whatsoever  for  the  Inspectors  to  ascertain 
anything  as  to  the, truth  of  any  allegations,  except  as  to  the  very  day  of  their 
inspection  when  they  are  on  the  spot ; except  so  far  as  this,  that  a frequent 
muster  of  paupers  is  a very  advisable  thing ; I have  advised  Boards  of  Guardians 
to  do  that  frequently,  to  have  musters  of  the  paupers  in  the  presence  of  the 
Relieving  Officers,  to  see  that  the  register  and  the  relief  list  correspond.  It 
is  only  by  means  of  such  musters  of  the  paupers  that  it  can  be  ascertained. 

470.  Of  what  use  are  the  Inspectors,  if  they  are  not  able  to  control  or  to 
ascertain  the  state  of  the  workhouses  during  the  whole  current  time  ? 

The  Committee  are  aware  that  there  is  a great  feeling  of  jealousy  felt  by  some 
elected  Boards  of  Guardians  of  the  interference  of  Inspectors ; they  are  not 
always  the  most  welcome  guests  at  the  Board-room,  or  in  the  workhouses.  I 
have  no  cause  to  complain  myself;  1 have  been  most  fortunate  in  my  whole 
connexion  with  Ireland  in  that  particular,  but  I have  known  instances  where  it 
has  not  been  so. 
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471.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  an  Inspector  to  inspect  without  invitation? 

Undoubtedly;  that  is  his  duty  to  inspect. 

472.  Whether  he  he  welcome,  or  not  welcome,  it  still  becomes  his  duty  as  an 
Inspector  to  ascertain  the  current  state  of  the  Unions? 

Undoubtedly. 

473.  From  your  evidence,  I collect  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  their  ascer- 
taining that  ? 

Only  from  the  books  produced. 

474.  And  they,  you  state,  only  give  you  information  with  regard  to  the  actual 
day  of  the  inspection  ? 

You  may  go  back  from  day  to  day,  as  far  as  you  think  proper,  in  those  books, 
and  those  books  ought  to  show  the  expenditure  of  every  day  ; and  if  there  be  a 
falsification  in  those  books,  a wilful  falsification  in  those  books  by  the  neglect  of 
the  clerk,  or  by  the  neglect  of  the  master,  although  the  Inspector  may  detect 
this  wrong,  he  can  only  report  to  the  Commissioners  that  such  has  been  the  case. 

475.  Do  you  not  consider  that  in  cases  where  the  Government  have  made 
advances  to  Unions  in  distress,  the  very  circumstance  of  those  advances  having 
been  made  gives  an  authority  to  an  Inspector  to  require  information  as  to  every 
document,  and  every  facility  of  access  which  is  necessary  for  him  to  make  him- 
self thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  state  of  a workhouse  ? 

No  doubt,  and  without  the  Government  advances,  the  Inspectors  have  that  full 
power,  and  I should  think  they  have  exercised  it. 

476.  Supposing  any  collusion  to  have  taken  place,  like  the  one  you  have  sup- 
posed with  regard  to  the  rations,  between  the  contractor  and  the  master,  there 
would  be  no  possibility  of  an  Inspector  discovering  such  a collusion,  would 
there  ? 

There  would  be  no  power;  no  Inspector  could  discover  it ; he  might  do  as  I 
do  myself ; I would  see  the  quality  of  the  articles  produced ; I would  see  that  the 
milk  was  good,  and  that  the  bread  was  good,  and  have  it  weighed,  and  examine 
the  meal,  and  see  that  the  articles  of  clothing  were  of  a quality  according  to  the 
sample  sent  in  for  the  contract.  I could  have  no  check  upon  the  quantities  that 
had  been  sent. 

477.  In  the  same  way,  you  could  not  ascertain  whether  the  relief  list  and  the 
registered  relief  list  really  corresponded  with  the  persons  in  the  house,  excepting 
on  that  single  day  ? 

Only  by  the  muster  for  that  day. 

478.  Then  what  check  is  there  upon  the  master  or  upon  the  contractor,  unless 
it  be  the  clerk  ? 

There  is  a general  control  over  it ; if  we  take  either  Vice-Guardians  or  Boards 
of  Guardians,  there  is  a Visiting  Committee  ; they  only  meet  once  a week,  and 
examine  the  whole  of  the  transactions  of  the  week,  or  should  do  ; there  is  a regular 
form  of  report  b v the  Visiting  Committee,  which  embraces  every  point  of  workhouse 
discipline  ; there  is,  again,  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  when  the  books 
are  brought  before  them,  and  initialed  by  the  clerk  as  a confidential  and  respon- 
sible officer,  as  a voucher  for-their  accuracy  ; they  are  generally  taken  as  being 
correct ; but  if  these  discrepancies  be  discovered  from  time  to  time,  which  may 
be  done  by  means  of  a muster  of  the  house,  then  it  is  that  the  master  and  the  clerk 
are  open  to  punishment.  It  was  upon  the  report  of  the  Visiting  Committee 
that  those  irregularities  had  existed  that  they  were  discovered,  and  1 then  recom- 
mended the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Board  to  dismiss  the  whole  of  the  officers.  I 
could  take  no  other  course. 

470.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  how  many  times  altogether  you  were 
at  Carrick-on-Shannon  previously  to  the  visit  you  made  in  the  early  part  of 
January '? 

I think  three  times. 

480.  Altogether? 

Yes ; I attended  two  meetings  of  the  Board  before  that  time,  independently 
of  the  investigation  into  the  charges  by  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  when  the  Board  was 
not  present. 

481.  There 
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483.  With  respect  to  the  time  at  which  the  business  of  Boards  of  Guardians 
is  done  by  Local  Boards,  it  is  generally  once  a week,  is  it  not  ? 

Yes. 

484.  The  Vice-Guardians  were  paid  for  sitting  every  day  in  the  week,  were 
they  not? 

I do  not  know ; it  was  not  a defined  duty  that  they  should  sit  every  day  in  the 
week.  I know  that  all  those  gentlemen  under  my  charge  did  sit  every  day  in  the 
week  ; that  is,  -when  I had  a confined  district ; 1 cannot  answer  as  to  what  they 
did  when  I had  a large  district,  extending  over  20  Unions. 

485.  If  a Board  meet  but  once  a week,  is  it  their  duty  on  their  meeting,  the 
first  thing,  to  read  over  their  minutes  of  the  preceding  week  ? 

It  is  so  laid  down. 

486.  Is  it  their  duty  to  read  through  the  correspondence,”  and  to  confirm  the 
minutes  ? 

The  clerk  reads  over  the  minutes,  and  the  chairman  of  the  day  signs  them,  as 
being  confirmed. 

487.  And  next,  I believe,  they  read  all  the  correspondence? 

It  is  usual,  always ; at  least,  it  should  be. 

488.  They  read  the  correspondence  next  after  the  minutes,  do  not  thev  ? 

Yes. 

489.  And  then  thev  proceed  to  the  general  business  of  the  Board? 

Yes. 

490.  And  then,  last  of  all,  the  admission  of  the  paupers  ? 

This  routine  is  not  always  followed  ; in  different  Unions  they  follow  different 
routines.  In  some  Unions  they  prefer  admitting  the  paupers,  so  as  not  to  keep 
them  to  a very  late  hour. 

491-  These  are  the  aggregate  of  their  duties,  are  they  not? 

Yes. 

492.  Considering  that  this  Board  of  Guardians  began  their  duties  in  the  month 
of  November,  and  that  the  matters  were  discovered  in  the  month  of  January, 
how  many  hours  a day  had  the  Local  Board  of  Guardians  to  do  all  their  business 
in? 

1 cannot  answer  how  far  the  machinery  of  the  Poor  Law  is  adequate  to  working 
out  the  law.  It  is  usual  for  all  Boards  of  Guardians,  at  their  first  meeting,  to 
appoint  a Visiting  Committee  and  a Finance  Committee  ; and  this  Visiting  Com- 
mittee are  bound  to  visit  the  house  once  a week,  independently  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians ; and  there  is  a regular  formula  for  them  to  go 
through,  and  queries  which  they  are  bound  to  answer.  I would  refer  your 
Lordships  to  the  57th  article  of  the  rules  laid  down  : “ The  Board  of  Guardians 
shall  appoint  a Visiting  Committee  from  their  own  body,  who  shall  carefully  ’ 
examine  the  workhouse  of  the  Union  once  in  every  week  at  the  least;  shall 
inspect  the  last  reports  of  the  chaplains  and  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse ; 
shall  examine  the  stores  in  the  workhouse,  and  ascertain  the  truth  and  circum- 
stances of  any  complaints  that  may  be  made  to  them ; and  the  Visiting  Committee 
shall  from  time  to  time  write  such  answers  as  the  facts  may  warrant  to  the 
following  queries,  which  are  to  be  printed  in  a book,  entitled  the  * Report  Book 
of  the  Visiting  Committee,’  to  be  provided  by  the  Guardians,  and  kept  in  the 
workhouse  for  that  purpose,  and  to  be  submitted  regularly  to  the  Board  of 

(170.2-)  F Guardians 


481.  There  were  two  visits,  exclusively  of  the  investigation  called  for  by  Mr. 
Fitzpatrick  ? 

Yes. 

482.  You  have  alluded  to  the  duties  of  the  Inspectors;  do  you  believe,  or  did 
you  ever  hear  that  Captain  Haymes  was  at  all  obstructed  by  the  Local  Board 
from  pursuing  any  course  he  liked,  relating  to  any  thing  that  he  considered  his 
duty  ? 

Never ; on  the  contrary,  I have  heard  Captain  Haymes  often  say  that  he  was 
indebted  to  your  Lordships  and  the  Board  for  a great  deal  of  consideration  and 
kindness. 
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Guardians  at  tlieir  ordinary  meetings.”  The  1st  question  is,  “ Is  the  workhouse, 
with  its  wards,  offices,  yards  and  appurtenances,  clean  and  well  ventilated  in 
every  part?  if  not,  state  the  defector  omission.”  The  2d  is,  “Do  the  adult 
inmates  of  the  workhouse,  of  all  classes,  appear  clean  in  their  persons,  and 
decent  and  orderly  in  their  behaviour  ? if  not,  state  the  exceptions.”  The  3d 
is,  “ Are  the  able-bodied  inmates  of  each  sex  employed  and  kept  at  work  as 
directed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? if  not,  and  if  any  improvement  can  be 
suggested  in  tlieir  employment,  state  the  same.”  The  4th  is,  “ Are  the  infirm 
of  each  sex,  who  are  capable  of  work,  employed  and  kept  to  work  as  far  as 
their  circumstances  admit  of  it,  and  as  directed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians?  if 
not,  and  if  any  improvement  can  be  suggested,  state  the  same.”  The  5th  is, 

Are  the  persons  infirm  in  body  or  mind,  of  each  sex,  properly  attended  to 
according  to  their  several  conditions  r”  The  6th  is,  “ Are  the  boys  and  girls  in 
the  school  making  due  progress  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  do  the 
chaplains  regularly  attend  to  their  religious  instruction  V*  The  7th  is,  “ Is  the 
industrial  training  of  the  boys  and  girls  properly  attended  to,  and  are  they 
employed  as  the  Guardians  have  directed?”  The  8th  is,  “ Are  the  boys  and 
girls  clean  in  their  persons,  and  correct  in  then  behaviour?”  The  9th is,  “ Are 
the  young  children  properly  nursed  and  taken  care  of,  and  do  they  appear  in  a 
clean  and  healthy  state  r”  The  10th  is,  “Is  regular  attendance  given  by  the 
medical  officer  r”  The  11th  is,  “ Do  the  inmates  of  the  infirmary  appear  to  be 
in  as  satisfactory  a state  as  their  ailments  admit  of?  Is  there  any  infectious 
disease  in  the  workhouse  ? if  so,  state  the  particulars.  Is  there  any  child  not 
vaccinated  ?”  The  12th  is,  “ Is  Divine  service  regularly  performed  ? Are  prayers 
regularly  read  ?”  The  13th  is,  “ Is  the  established  dietary  duly  observed,  and 
are  the  hours  of  meals  regularly  adhered  to  ?”  The  14th  is,  “ Are  the  provisions 
and  other  supplies  of  the  qualities  contracted  for  ?”  The  15th  is,  “ Is  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  various  classes  strictly  enforced  according  to  Article  9 ?”  The 
16th  is,  “ Is  any  complaint  made  by  any  pauper  against  any  officer,  or  in  respect 
of  the  provisions  or  accommodations  ? if  so,  state  the  name  of  the  complainant, 
and  the  subject  of  the  complaint.”  Now,  these  embrace  eveiy  point  of  merely 
workhouse  discipline  which  the  Visiting  Committee  should  report  upon  weekly. 

493.  In  the  event  of  the  appointment  of  Vice-Guardians,  are  not  all  the 
powers,  obligations  and  duties  which  the  law  imposes  on  the  elected  Guardians 
transferred  by  force  of  law  to  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

Certainly. 

494.  Then,  all  those  regulations  which  you  have  read  were  enforced,  as  affect- 
ing the  Vice- Guardians  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  during  the  time  that  the  Union 
was  under  their'  government  ? 

No  doubt. 

495.  You  will  observe,  for  instance,  that  the  supplies  of  provisions,  and  the 
quality  of  them,  as  being  agreeable  to  the  samples,  are  thrown  upon  the  Visiting 
Committee,  and  consequently  devolve  upon  the  Vice- Guardians  as  part  of  their 
duty? 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  it. 

496.  Then,  adverting  to  the  evidence  that  was  given  yesterday,  should  you 
say,  that  it  was  a mere  question  as  to  the  master  considering  the  quality  and 
the  quantity  of  the  supplies,  or  whether  it  was  not  likewise  an  obligation  which 
could  not  be  omitted,  with  propriety,  by  the  Guardians  themselves  ? 

I think,  on  recollection  of  my  evidence  of  yesterday,  I stated,  that,  as  far  as 
the  quality  went,  I was  perfectly  of  your  Lordship’s  opinion  ; I do  not  think  it 
possible  that  either  the  elected  Board  or  the  Board  of  Vice- Guardians  could 
ascertain  the  quantities. 

497.  Is  it  not  also  their  duty  to  see  that  the  funds  of  the  Unions  are  duly 
administered  ? 

Certainly. 

498.  Then,  do  you  think  that  the  funds  of  the  Union  can  be  duly  adminis- 
tered if  the  quantities  of  the  supplies,  which  are  contracted  for,  are  not  regularly 
furnished  ? 

In  the  particular  article  of  fuel  there  is  a difference  from  any  other  workhouse 
supply ; but  if  you  come  to  articles  of  food,  there  is  a certain  regulated  dietary 

laid 
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laid  down  for  every  individual;  and  the  classification  of  the  workhouse  will 
show  the  exact  quantity  of  food  that  should  be  consumed  every  day.  An  order 
cheque  is  given  by  the  Guardians  upon  the  contractor ; those  bills  are  brought 
in,  and  the  _ master  of  the  workhouse  is  debited  with  the  whole  quantities  that 
he  has  received  upon  those  orders,  and  he  is  credited  with  the  number  of  diets  ; 
therefore,  it  would  be  difficult  to  establish  fraud  against  the  master  about  the 
quantity  of  food.  If  you  come  to  fuel,  and  where  two  different  sorts  of  fuel  are 
consumed  in  the  workhouse,  turf  and  coal,  coal  only  being  used  one  or  two 
days  for  a particular  purpose,  the  Committee  would  find  it,  I think,  a matter  of 
extreme  difficulty  to  throw  upon  any  Board  to  ascertain  whether  a due  proportion 
of  turf  and  coal  had  been  used. 

499.  Do  you  think  it  possible,  assuming  the  statement  in  this  Petition  to  be 
true,  namely,  that  there  was  a discrepancy  between  the  amount  supplied  and 
the  amount  contracted  for  of  coal,  which  was  in  so  large  a proportion  as  to  be 
represented  by  the  figure  8 cwt.  in  every  ton,  that  if  the  Guardians,  whether 
"V' ice- Guardians  or  elected  Guardians,  had  done  their  duty,  that  could  have 
prevailed  without  being  discovered  ? 

It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  such  a system  could  have  existed  ; and  it  appears 
to  me  that,  if  -a  man  would  cheat  to  the  extent  of  1 cwt.  in  a ton,  he  would  make 
no  scruple  whatever  in  stating,  that  he  had  cheated  to  the  extent  of  8 cwt.  in 
a ton. 

500.  Supposing  any  neglect  in  the  order,  in  the  cleanliness,  in  the  supplying 
of  proper  straw  for  bedding,  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  beds  themselves,  and  in  the 
cleanliness  of  the  linen,  were  to  take  place,  and  to  be  persevered  in,  assuming  it 
to  be  true,  could  it  take  place  without  a grievous  responsibility  upon,  or  neglect 
of,  the  Guardians,  whether  Vice-Guardians  or  elected  Guardians? 

Certainly  not;  they  are  responsible  so  far,  that  the  matron  of  the  house 
is  responsible  for  the  cleanliness  of  the  house.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  or  the  Board  of  Guardians,  to  inspect  that  house,  and  the  dutv  of 
the  \ isiting  Committee. 

501.  I think  you  stated  that  there  was  a peculiaritv  in  the  tenure  of  the 
office  of  the  clerk  as  distinguished  from  other  parties  ; that  he  was  practically 
independent  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? 

He  is. 

502.  Supposing  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  were  dissatisfied  with  the  clerk, 
that  they  thought  him  either  incompetent  to  discharge  his  duty,  or  negligent  in 
its  performance,  would  it  not  be  the  duty  of  the  Guardians  at  once  to  represent 
that  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  whom  the  clerk  is  responsible  ? 

No  doubt. 

503.  Have  you  any  doubt,  from  your  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  mode 
m which  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  act,  that  in  the  case  of  a remonstrance  of 
that  kind  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians,  whether  elected  Guardians  or  Yice-Guar- 
dians,  and  the  facts  being  proved,  that  that  clerk  would  be  dismissed  at  once? 

I have  no  doubt  of  it ; I have  myself  been  instrumental  in  having  some 
removed,  and  I never  found  any  difficulty  when  I found  that  they  were  incompe- 
tent or  negligent. 

504.  I observe  one  of  the  queries  is,  “Is  the  established  dietary  duly  observed, 
and  are  the  hours  of  meals  regularly  adhered  to  ? That  is  one  of  "the  duties 
which  ought  to  be  performed  by  the  Visiting  Committee,  is  it  not? 

Yes. 

which,  in  the  absence  of  elected  Guardians,  would  devolve  upon  the 
Vice-Guardians? 

Yes. 

506.  Therefore,  if  there  were,  as  is  stated  on  the  face  of  this  Petition,  neglect 
with  respect  to  the  hours  of  giving  out  the  provisions,  and  neglect  in  the  quantity 
and  the  quality  of  the  provisions  given  out ; if  those  were  overlooked  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  whether  paid  Guardians  or  elected  Guardians,  that  would  be  a neglect 
of  duty,  would  it  not  1 

No  doubt, 

O70-2-)  f 2 507.  You 


Colonel 
IV.  A;  Clarke. 

7th  May  1 850. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Colonel 
W.  A.  Clarke . 

jth  May  1850. 


44  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 

507.  You  are  not  aware  that  any  report  was  made  against  the  clerk  9 
I am  not. 

* ^8;/r°mfthu5  ^TldKnatural t0  include  that  the  Vice-Guardians  did 
not  find  any  fault  with  the  clerk? 

Yes. 


509.  From  what  you  have  previously  stated,  it  seems  that  there  must  have 
been  great  neglect  with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  books  on  your  inspection  on  the 
part  ot  the  clerk  ? r 


It  may  be  as  well  for  me  to  put  the  Committee  in  possession  of  a very  impor 
tant  fact  respecting  clerks  : that  out  of  16  Unions,  which  I took  charge  of  I did 
not  find  one  set  of  books  kept  up  to  the  proper  point ; and  that  has  been  one  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  of  my  office,  to  keep  the  clerks  in  any  sort  of  order  to  keep 
them  from  signing  to  circumstances  not  true.  I have  gone  round  and  taken  every 
book  m the  workhouse,  and  indorsed  in  the  margin  the  period  of  the  day  on 
which  I examined  it,  and  the  state  in  which  it  was.  J 


510.  With  the  books  in  that  state,  is  your  experience  such  as  to  enable  you 
to  say  whether  the  check  of  the  auditor  has  been  found  effectual  and  has  been 
largely  used  ? 

I think  the  check  of  the  Auditor  is  very  useful;  but  there  is  a great  deal  of 
difficulty  to  get  the  clerks  to  make  up  their  books  in  any  reasonable  time  for  audit ; 
I have  several  Unions  where  the  accounts  are  not  audited  up  to  the  29th  of 
September  last. 

511 . Is  not  one  of  the  peculiar  and  most  obvious  duties  of  the  Auditor,  when 
he  finds  that  the  books  are  not  kept  according  to  law,  to  make  an  immediate 
report  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  whose  officer  he  is,  of  that  clear  and  distinct 
neglect  or  duty  ? 

Fes ; I have  only  within  the  last  six  weeks  had  a report  of  that  sort 
before  me. 


512.  How  do  you  account  for  such  very  gross  neglect  as  that  which  you  have 
alluded  to  at  the  commencement  of  your  examination  to-day,  having  been 
completely  overlooked  by  the  Vice- Guardians,  the  books  being  so  improperly 
kept,  and  a thing  certified  that  was  not  true  ? 

I cannot  account  why  it  was  so,  but  I have  found  it  very  general  everywhere. 

513. _  That,  of  course,  you  do  consider  as  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  they  not  having  taken  notice  of  it  ? 

Yes ; which  they  should  have  done. 

514.  You  stated  yesterday,  that  there  was  a general  dissatisfaction  among  the 
officers  in  consequence  of  the  rations  having  been  taken  away  ? 

Yes ; so  it  was  reported  to  me. 


515.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  master,  the  matron  and  the  other  officers 
who  were  put  under  that  regulation  by  the  elected  Board  of  Guardians, 
petitioned  the  Board,  and  also  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  not  to  be  dis- 
missed, and  when  dismissed,  to  be  reinstated? 

I am  perfectly  aware  that  both  the  matron  and  master  petitioned,  after  their 
being  called  upon  to  resign,  that  the  Commissioners  would  permit  them  to 
retain  their  situations ; but  I never  understood  that  the  Commissioners  sanctioned 
the  rations  of  the  officers  being  discontinued. 


516.  Are  you  aware  whether  there  is  any  sum  of  money  at  which,  if  an 
Llectoral  Division  is  rated,  the  Commissioners  permit  that  rate  to  be  levied  bv 
instalments  ? J 

IN  o ; it  is  very  rare  that  that  has  been  done  ; in  very  few  instances  ; we  find 
it  produces  so  great  a practical  inconvenience,  that  the  Commissioners  generally 
object  to  it  in  tuto ; but  in  some  very  peculiar  instances  they  have  permitted 
•it  to  be  done.  1 


517.  Is  there  a regulation  assured  from  the  Commissioners,  declaring  that  if 
a rate  shall  amount  to  5 s.,  it  may  be  collected  by  instalments  ? 

No  such  regulation  as  that  has  been  permitted. 

518.  Amounting  to  5 s.  ? 

I am  not  aware  of  what  the  amount  was  ; I think,  in  one  particular  instance, 

there 
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there  was  a letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  say,  that  where  the  rate  exceeded 
5 s.,  they  would  not  object  to  its  being  collected  by  instalments. 

519.  Do  you  regard  that  as  a matter  that  was  generally  promulgated? 

I do  not  think  it  was  ; but  confined  to  one  particular  case  as  an  exceptional  case. 

520.  How  does  it  happen  that  it  was  known  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Board, 
when  it  was  not  addressed  to  them  ? 

I cannot  be  aware ; 1 am  aware  to  what  the  question  alludes.  It  was  to  the 
adjoining  Union  of  Mohill  where  it  was  permitted,  contrary  to  the  orders  of 
the  Commissioners,  and  their  express  directions;  the  Vice-Guardians  there 
placed  on  a rate  of  8 s.  Gd.  or  8 s.  11  d.  in  the  pound,  and  when,  this  rate  was 
made  and  duly  signed,  and  the  warrants  put  in  the  hands  of  the  collectors,  the 
Commissioners  had  no  power  of  quashing  that  rate ; it  could  be  only  done  by 
appeal  to  quarter  sessions,  and  then  they  agreed  to  these  rates  being  collected  bv 
instalments ; but  that  was  an  exceptional  case. 

521.  If  the  rate  bad  been  a fraction  less,  it  would  not  have  come  under  that 
regulation  ? 

I do  not  think  you  can  call  it  a regulation ; it  was  merely  a permissive  letter 
to  meet  a particular  emergency. 

522.  You  stated  yesterday  that  there  was  dissatisfaction  also  felt  in  conse- 
quence of  the  salaries  of  the  Relieving  Officers  having  been  reduced  ? 

There  was  some  expression  on  that  point.  My  answer  to  your  Lordship’s 
question  was  this  : I was  speaking  of  what  was  the  general  operation  of  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  ; it  was  to  reduce  the  rations,  and  do  away 
with  the  rations  of  the  workhouse  officers  ; to  reduce  the  salary  below  the 
minimum  scale,  and  to  do  away  with  the  soap ; I said  that  this  was  merely  as  a 
general  measure  ; I am  not  aware  whether  the  Relieving  Officers  were  dis- 
satisfied, as  no  remonstrance  was  made  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject,  to 
my  recollection. 

523.  Are  you  aware  whether,  on  the  advertisement  for  Relieving  Officers  at 

the  reduced  salary,  there  was  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  tenders  of  security  at 
that  reduced  salary  ? J 

No,  I was  not  there. 

524.  Did  you  not  state,  with  reference  to  an  allegation  in  the  Petition  as  to 
clothing,  that  it  was  only  linen  that  was  thrown  out  ? 

It  was  a report  made  by  the  Visiting  Committee  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  that  the  linen 
had  not  been  washed. 

525.  And  nothing  else? 

I did  not  hear  of  anything  else. 

526.  Y ou  know  nothing  of  the  fact  ? 

No  ; the  whole  I knew  of  it  was  from  documentary  evidence. 

527.  One  of  the  allegations  in  the  Petition  is,  that  the  liabilities  of  the  Union 
were  increased  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  being  in  office  : vou  would 
probably  be  aware  of  the  particulars  with  regard  to  that ; and  is  that  a fact 
according  to  your  knowledge  ? 

I observe,  “ That  the  total  amount  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Union,  at  the  time 
of  their  appointment,  was  4,615/.”  I observe  it  is  stated  also  here,  that  when 
the  Vice-Guardians  went  out  of  office,  they  left  a debt  of  6,500 1. ; there  is  cer- 
tainly an  inaccuracy  in  that,  because  on  the  12th  day  of  December,  six  weeks 
after  the  Vice-Guardians  went  out  of  office,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  there  was  a proposal  made  by  the  Guardians  to  the  creditors,  the 
Union  being  in  debt  at  the  time  ; I have  an  extract  from  it,  and  the  resolution 
of  the  Board  was,  “ By  documents  prepared  and  laid  before  us,  the  entire 
liabilities  of  the  Union,  up  to  1st  December  1849,  amount  to  5,000  On 
looking  at  the  accounts  of  the  Union,  the  accounts  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  I 
find  that  the  liabilities,  when  they  went  out  of  office,  were  4,605 1.  and  a few 
shillings. 

528.  Will  you  refer  to  the  official  Return  for  Carrick-on-Shannon  laid  by  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  before  Parliament,  and  state  what  the  liability  was  at 

(170.2.)  f 3 the 
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W.  L/l‘ Clarke . ^me  the  accession  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  office,  and  at  the  time  their 

administration  terminated  ? 

71I1  May  1850.  _ The  commencement  of  the  month  in  which  the  Board  of  Guardians  was 

dissolved  is  the  21st  of  January  1848,  and  the  amount  is  3,264  /.,  and  when 

their  administration  terminated,  5,215  l. ; your  Lordships’  experience  will  tell 
you  that  when  accounts  have  not  been  audited,  and  clerks  are  called  upon  to 
make  Returns,  that  the  discrepancies  in  the  accounts  are  enormous,  and  it  is 
seldom  that  you  get  them  to  agree. 

529.  You  will  observe  that  that  Return  is  a Return  made  to  the  Order  of  the 
House  of  Lords  ; the  Order  being  made  on  the  14th  of  February;  and  the  Com- 
missioners having  taken  till  the  5th  of  March  to  prepare  that  Return,  and  it 
being  returned  to  Parliament  without  any  expression  whatever  of  any  doubt  or 
uncertainty  as  to  the  facts  it  contains,  do  you  think  that  the  Committee  ought 
not  to  place  reliance  on  that  Return  ? 

What.  I have  read  is  an  extract  from  the  minutes  by  the  Guardians,  when  they 
had  had  a Finance  Committee  formed  to  look  into  the  Poor  accounts  of  the 
Union,  and  when*they  were  making  a proposition  to  their  creditors. 

530.  Which  of  the  two  is  the  Committee  to  rely  upon,  in  your  judgment ; the 
Return  to  which  you  refer  of  the  Guardians,  or  the  Return  made  by  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  ? 

That  Return  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  is  only  from  information  given 
them  by  the  clerk ; it  is  not  from  any  report  of  their  Inspector  or  from  "their 
' Auditor  that  such  appears  to  be  the  case. 

531.  You  have  stated,  that  in  a considerable  majority  of  the  Unions  under 
your  charge,  such  has  been  the  neglect  of  the  law,  that  the  accounts  are  in  many 
instances  kept  without  any  regard  to  the  form  of  books  which  the  law  requires 
to  be  kept? 

Not  without  any  regard  to  the  form.  I said,  that  the  accounts  had  not  been  made 
up  to  the  proper  periods. 

532.  In  other  respects  are  they  kept  correctly  ? 

It  is  no  part  of  my  duty  to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  the  accounts,  but  of  the 
Auditor. 

533.  What  reliance,  in  your  judgment,  is  to  be  placed  upon  the  accounts 
which  are  furnished  to  Parliament,  and  which  are  signed  by  the-  Secretary  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  if  ultimately  the  Committee  are  to  he  told  that  they 
rest  entirely  upon  the  Returns  made  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, who  certify  as  to  the  fact,  without  the  expression  of  a single  doubt  or 
mistrust ; are  not  they  responsible  for  the  truth  of  the  document  they  sign  ? 

I do  not  see  that  there  is  any  very  great  discrepancy  between  the  statement 
here  of  the  Guardians  themselves,  that  is,  the  5,000/.  and  the  5,215/.,  as  stated 
there ; the  difference  is  not  very  great ; the  Committee  will  recollect  that  this 
statement,  which  was  laid  before  the  Board  of  Guardians,  was  prepared  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Union  as  well  as  the  other. 

534.  Do  not  you  think  that  it  is  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Guardians  to  take 
stock  from  time  to  time,  and  to  see  that  the  property  which  has  been  purchased 
at  the  expense  of  the  Union  has  not  been  made  away  with  ? 

Certainly  ; it  is  part  of  their  duty. 

535.  If  there  has  been  any  neglect  of  that  kind,  whether  on  the  part  of  one 
class  of  Guardians  or  another,  has  it  been  a neglect  of  their  bounden  duty  to 
supervise  the  public  property? 

It  is  their  bounden  duty ; it  is  not  laid  down  in  the  regulations,  hut  it  is  so 
self-evident,  as  a general  principle,  that  they  should  look  after  those  things. 

536.  Are  you  aware  what  poundage  was  paid  to  the  Collectors  during  the 
period  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in  office  ? 

No,  I am  not. 

537.  Are  you  aware  of  the  rapid  increase  of  out-door  relief  after  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

The  Committee  must  bear  in  mind  a very  important  point  connected  with  the 
cut-door  relief  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union.  The  Vice-Guardians  were 

appointed 
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appointed  on  tlie  21st  of  January  1848,  but  in  tbe  summer  of  1847  I find  that 
on  the  4th  day  of  July  there  were  25,216  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  under 
the  Temporary  Relief  Act;  now,  those  did  not  come  within  the  Poor  Law';  and 
I consider  that  the  Committee  may  suppose  that  the  aggregate  number  of  persons 
receiving  out-door  relief  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act  was  30,000,  one-half 
of  the  entire  population.  If  we  refer  to  a corresponding  period  in  the  year  fol- 
lowing, we  find  that  the  aggregate  number  of  persons  receiving  out-door  relief 
was  21,024  ; and  so  far  from  there  being  an  increase  of  out-door  relief,  there  was 
a positive  decrease  of  5,200. 

538.  Was  the  relief  that  vear  on  the  Poor-rate  ? 

Yes. 

539.  Do  you  not,  in  your  present  official  capacity,  receive  from  time  to  time 
from  the  temporary  Inspectors  reports  which  convince  you  that  there  are 
persons  upon  the  list,  both  in-door  and  out-door  poor,  who  are  now  existing, 
and  that  rations  are  drawn  without  adequate  care? 

They  do  not  report  to  me  directly ; they  report  to  head  quarters,  but  they  are 
under  my  own  inspection  individually.  I took  a different  course  in  the  West 
part  of  Ireland  to  what  is  usual;  I held  a personal  revision  myself  in  each 
Electoral  Division  as  frequently  as  possible.  I held  either  one  or  two  revisions 
of  paupers  in  the  Electoral  Divisions  weekly,  and  I invited  the  clergy  and  the 
whole  of  the  rate-payers  to  be  present  on  those  occasions,  and  I have’had  every 
single  individual  pauper  receiving  relief  to  pass  in  review  before  me.  I said, 
“ Now,  who  can  give  me  any  particulars  as  to  these  persons?”  and  it  was 
astonishing  the  number  of  deaths  that  took  place  the  day  before  my  visit ; but  I 
found  this  the  most  effectual  check  upon  out-door  relief.' 

540.  Have  you  anything  further  to  add  with  regard  to  the  number  of  persons 
receiving  out- door  relief? 

To  show  the  difference  between  two  years,  in  the  year  ending  the  29th  of 
September  1847,  the  total  number  of  persons  receiving  relief  would  be  32,194; 
and  the  total  number  of  persons  receiving  relief  at  the  29th  of  September  1848 
was  25,762,  showing  a difference  of  4,000— actually  a reduction  of  4,000  in  a 
year  receiving  relief  in  the  first  year’s  administration  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

541.  The  decrease  has  been  very  rapid  since  the  time  that  the  Local  Board  has 
been  elected,  has  not  it  ? 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  persons  on  the  out-door  relief  (I  speak  now 
from  memory)  was  this : upon  the  day  the  Vice-Guardians  went  out,  I think 
the  number  was  708  persons,  and  they  have  now  been  reduced  to  a very  small 
fraction,  25. 

542.  Is  that  peculiar  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  or  has  the  same  con- 
siderable reduction,  either  in  degree  or  analogous  to  it,  taken  place  in  the  other 
Unions  under  your  supervision? 

It  was  a very  curious  fact,  connected  with  my  district,  and  I believe  my 
character  was  very  well  known  as  a most  decided  opponent  to  the  out-door  relief 
system ; I have  always  broken  it  down,  as  far  as  I could.  There  were  only  two 
Unions  when  I came  into  office  that  had  any  out-door  relief.  In  one  of  them  it 
was  owing  to  a chapter  of  accidents  ; they  had  not  taken  the  precaution  of 
having  sufficient  in-door  accommodation  to  meet  the  pressure.  In  the  other  it 
was  adopted  on  principle,  and  where  that  was  the  case,  exactly  the  results  that 
I anticipated,  and  pointed  out  to  the  Board,  happened.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Board  told  me  upon  an  occasion  that  he  was  going  to  put  200  persons  out  of 
the  workhouse  on  out-door  relief,  under  the  first  section  of  the  Act ; I said,  “ If 
you  do,  this  day  month  you  will  have  2,000  ; ” and  that  day  three  weeks  he  had 
2,500,  and  in  four  weeks,  4,300  ; and  the  consequence  was,  of  course,  that  there 
was  an  immense  mass  of  aspirants  for  out-door  relief ; and  they  flocked  to  the 
workhouse  ; 300  or  400  at  a time  came  in,  and  they  were  obliged  to  be  shovelled 
out  like  a swarm  of  bees.  I have  brought  now  a different  system  to  bear.  I 
have  brought  them  down  to  1,200  in  the  last  six  weeks  in  Longford. 

543.  Was  the  condition  of  the  poor  in  Longford,  from  its  physical  condition, 
worse  than  in  the  other  Unions,  or  better,  or  the  same? 

Very  far  better : it  was  better  than  the  adjoining  Unions. 

(170.2.)  f4  544,  Therefore, 
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• "if \ ^kereforc,  in  the  case  in  which  the  widest  extent  of  relief  was  so  given, 
with  the  mischievous  consequences  you  have  described,  the  condition  of  the  poor 
was  the  best  ? r 

Yes ; the  adjoining  Unions  of  Roscommon,  Castlerea  and  Carrick-on-Shannon 
are  far  poorer. 

545.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  you  to  say,  that  the  reduction  in  the- 
number  of  cases  m which  out-door  relief  was  given  was  peculiar  to  the  Union 
of  Garrick-on-Shannon  at  that  period  ? 

Iam  not  aware  that  there  was  any  out-door  relief  in  any  other  Unions  in  my 
district;  I think  there  were  very  few  persons,  probably  28  or  30  decrepit 
persons ; there  was  no  out-door  relief  given  as  a principle,  except  in  Longford. 

W6.  Can  you  state  how  much  was  required  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Carrick- 
on-Shannon  the  extraneous  funds  not  being  rates  collected  within  the  district, 
ior  tne  relief  of  the  poor  during  their  government  ? 

I can  only  do  that  for  the  first  year ; the  Poor  Law  Commissioners’  last 
™ not  yet  been  published  j the  amount  received  before  was  close  upon 

547.  Over  and  above  the  total  amount  of  rate  ? 

Yes,  in  that  year. 


nott?’?  That  ^ t0  be  taken  ^ addition  t0  the  amount  of  the  increased  debt,  is. 

That  is  irrespective  of  the  increased  debt ; I believe  in  the  two  years  that 
.his  amount  stated,  of  17,000/.  from  all  sources,  is  about  the  sum. 


549.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  how  much  was  levied  upon  the  Union 
of  Carnck- on- bhannon,  per  Rate-in-aid,  during  the  time  that  it  was  receiving 
those  sums  ah  extra  ? & 

I cannot;  I do  not  think  there  was  any  portion  of  the  Rate-in-aid  paid  by 
the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  until  the  last  rate.  I observe  that  the  last  rate 
made  by  the  Guardians  was  in  May  1849,  which  was  before  the  Rate-in-aid  came 
into  operation. 


550.  Is  there  any  other  additional  remark  that  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the 
Committee  r 

I would  observe,  with  respect  to  the  expenditure  of  the  Union,  that  we  can 
judge  more,  I think,  by  the  contracts,  as  to  whether  they  were  moderate  or  the 
T°«  ?le  S™era!  average  cost  of  paupers  taken  at  a particular  time  • and 

1 hnd  that  I have  a memorandum  here,  taking  a general  average.  There  was  a 

eturn  made  m the  summer  of  1848,  by  the  Commissioners,  of  the  cost  of 
provisions  of  the  workhouse,  which  we  must  look  upon  as  the  test  of  the  con- 
traets.  There  were  94  Unions  out  of  130,  where  the  weeklv  average  cost  was 
higher  than  that  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  ; and  at  another  period,  there  were  24 
Unions  where  the  weekly  average  cost  was  higher  than  in  Carrick-on-Shannon. 
I believe  it  is  evident,  that  Carrick-on-Shannon  being  an  inland  town,  where 
‘b“?  m"st  to*  a considerable  land  transit  for  the  Indian  meal,  which  is  the  great 
staple,  that  the  food  would  not  be  so  cheap  there  as  at  Cork,  Limerick,  or  anv  of 
the  great  sea-ports  ; therefore,  if  we  look  at  the  fact,  that  there  were  94  Unions 

Jlee™.,  \e-TeVyaTenaS:?na5  h^herthan  that  <>f  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  at 
the  very  highest  period  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  that  there  were  24,  the  inference 
must  be  drawn,  that  the  contracts  could  not  have  been  very  high  there. 

not  tbat  be.atiU  rathe.*'  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  supposition, 
something  like  collusion  between  the  contractor  and  the  master,, 
inasmuch  as  the  contractor,  under  these  circumstances,  would  have  had  consider- 
able  gains,  as  tbe  contracts  were  low  ? 

Theremi '?ht  havebeen  *at ; but  ‘bat  would  not  affect  the  Vice-Guardians  ■ 
that  would  be  a fraud  on  the  part  of  the  master. 

552  At  what  date  were  there  94  Unions,  in  which  the  cost  was  higher  than  in 
Garnck-on-Shannon  r 

It  was  some  time  in  the  summer  of  1848  ; and  the  second  period  was  in  1849  • 
I think  m March  1849-  ’ 


553.  Then,  there  were  different  Vice-Guardians  at  those  two  periods  ? 

Yes,. 
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Yes,  I think  so;  I am  not  quite  certain  as  to  the  time;  the  two  first  Vice- 
Guardians  went  out  of  office. 

554.  Can  you  state  the  average  weekly  cost  of  paupers  when  you  first  took 
charge  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union? 

I cannot ; it  did  not  attract  my  attention  ; I am  certain  it  was  not  higher  than 
the  ordinary  average,  or  it  would  have  attracted  my  attention. 

555.  How  often  were  the  Vice- Guardians  changed  ? 

There  is  no  fixed  time.  One  of  the  former  Vice-Guardians  is  now  a temporary 
Inspector  in  my  own  district. 

556.  When  did  you  first  take  charge  of  tbis  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

I was  put  in  nominal  charge  on  the  18th  of  September,  but  I did  not  visit  the 
Union  till  late  in  November,  or  beginning  of  December. 

557,.  Is  Captain  Haymes  now  in  charge  or  not  ? 

He  is  in  charge  as  temporary  Inspector.  In  certain  Unions  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  put  a temporary  Inspector  in  Unions  where  great  difficulties  have 
existed ; they  wanted  more  constant  attendance.  Having  20  Unions  under  my 
charge,  if  I take  them  all  in  succession,  I cannot  visit  more  than  three  Unions 
weekly. 

558-  Respecting  Carrick-on-Shannon  being  exclusively  an  inland  town,  how 
far  is  it  from  Sligo  ? 

I do  not  know  exactly. 

559.  About? 

I suppose  it  may  be  about  40  miles. 

560.  Sligo  is  a sea-port  ? 

Yes. 

561.  How  far  is  Longford  from  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

It  is  18  miles. 

562.  Is  Longford  one  of  the  largest  inland  corn-markets  in  Ireland  ? 

I know  that  it  is  a large  corn-market. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  LAIRD  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows  : 

563.  OF  what  Electoral  Division  are  you  the  Relievin'5-  Officer? 

Of  Carrick-on-Shannon  ; Killukin  Drumsnard,  at  present. 

564.  Are  you  acquainted  with  a woman  of  the  name  of  Mary  Connell,  other- 
wise Dillon  ? J ’ 

I am. 

565.  What  is  her  maiden  name,  Connell  or  Dillon  ? 

Dillon. 

566.  And  Connell  is  her  husband’s  name  ? 

Yes. 

relief"?  D°  Y°U  remember  at  an^  time  that  she  applied  to  you  for  out-door 
Ido. 

568.  When  was  that  ? 

She  applied  about  February  1848. 

569.  Did  you  give  her  that  relief? 

She  got  relief  at  first,  before  I understood  that  she  had  land,  and  then  as  soon 
as  1 understood  that,  I had  her  struck  off. 

570.  Then  you  refused  to  continue  it  to  her? 

Yes. 

(17a  2')  G 571.  Was 
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Mr.WUEam  Laird. 
7th  May  1850. 


571.  Was  slie  put  again  on  tlie  out-door  relief  list? 

She  was. 

572.  In  what  way,  and  by  whom  ? 

When  she  was  struck  off,  she  went  to  Captain  Wynne. 

573.  Who  was  he? 

He  was  the  Inspecting  Officer. 

574.  Did  Captain  Wynne  speak  to  you  about  it  ? 

He  did. 

575.  What  did  he  say  ? 

I told  him  the  reason  why  she  was  struck  off  was,  that  her  husband  held  more 
than  a rood  of  land,  and  he  asked  me  how  I knew  that ; she  had  said  that  the 
land  was  not  her  husband’s,  that  it  belonged  to  her  brother ; but  the  landlord, 
the  person  that  they  had  the  land  from,  told  me  that  he  was  the  person,  the 
tenant,  and  that  Connell  paid  him  the  rent  both  in  cash  and  work. 

576.  Connell,  the  husband  of  the  woman  ? 

Yes. 

577.  Was  she  put  on  the  relief  list  again  ? 

I told  Captain  Wynne  that  she  had  the  land,  and  he  asked  me  how  did  I know ; 
I told  him  that  both  the  rate-payers  and  the  person  that  the  husband  held  it  from 
told  me  so. 

578.  What  happened  then  ? 

She  was  placed  on  out-door  relief  again. 

579.  By  whose  order  ? 

The  Guardians’  order  in  the  book,  men  I stated  that  she  had  the  land,  he 
said,  I could  not  credit  the  rate-payers  ; they  only  wanted  to  starve  the  people. 

580.  Who  said  that  ? 

Captain  Wynne. 

581.  V as  this  said  in  the  Board  of  Guardians’  room? 

He  stated  that  in  the  porter’s  room  to  me. 

582.  Then,  were  you  compelled  to  put  her  on  the  out-door  relief  list  a°nin  » 

IPS  3 


583.  How  often  did  that  happen  ? 

She  was  three  or  four  times  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  and  struck  off. 


584.  Was  her  husband  on  the  out-door  relief  ? 

\es,  the  whole  of  the  family ; herself,  her  husband  and  two  children  : 
and  a half  of  meal  they  used  to  get  in  a week. 

585.  What  quantity  of  ground  did  her  husband  hold  ? 

About  a rood  and  a half. 


a stone 


- ®8B-  Was  Captain  Wynne  in  the  habit  of  interfering  with  you  with  regard  to 
giving  relief  to  other  paupers  besides  this  woman  r 
No. 


mr  relief  l5  ^ °”'y  instance  k ^ch  he  told  you  to  put  a woman  on  out- 
I do  not  recollect  any  other. 

5S8.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  order  to  put  her  on  the  list  a-ain  ? 
ihe  Guardians  made  an  order  in  the  books. 

589.  Were  they  the  Vice- Guardians  ? 

Yes. 


590.  Did  you  bring  the  case  before  the  Vice-Guardians,  or  did  the 
The  Inspector  used  to  go  with  me  before  the  Vice-Guardians. 


Inspector?  * 


591-  Did  you  state  the  case  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  or  did  Captain  Wynne? 

I did ; and  he  used  to  go  and  state  that  the  land  did  not  belong  to  her  husband 
out  it  belonged  to  her  brother. 


592.  Did 
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592.  Did  you  hear  him  state  that  ? 

I heard  him  state  that  j that  was  what  she  told  him  then,  and  he  credited  it. 

593.  Was  that  in  the  presence  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

He  did  interfere  in  that  way,  in  the  presence  of  the  Vice- Guardians. 

594.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  that  the  land  did  not  belon"  to 
her  brother  ? 

I believe  it  did  not.  I saw  her  husband  tilling  the  land  more  than  once ; I 
was  passing  one  day,  and  as  soon  as  he  saw  me— I saw  him  first — he  dropped 
the  shovel  that  he  had  been  shoveling  corn  with  in  the  garden. 

595.  Did  the  Vice-Guardians  give  her  the  out-door  relief  again,  on  the  su°-o-es- 
tion  of  Captain  Wynne? 

Yes. 

596;  How  do  you  know  it  was  upon  the  suggestion  of  Captain  Wynne  that 
they  gave  her  this  out-door  relief? 

I was  present  in  the  Board-room. 

597.  More  than  once  ? 

Yes. 

598.  You  were  present  and  heard  him  state  that  she  must  be  put  on,  and  tbs 
reason  why  he  stated  that  was,  that  the  land  belonged  to  her  brother,  and  not  to 
her  husband  ? 

Yes,  according  to  her  statement. 

599.  And  he  believed  that  statement  ? 

Yes. 

GOO.  When  you  struck  the  woman  off  the  out-door  relief  list  the  first  time, 
did  you  do  it  with  the  sanction  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

Yes;  that  was  the  ground  on  which  she  was  struck  off ; she  was  struck  off 
different  times  by  them  on  my  report,  and  refused  altogether,  and  then  she  was 
put  on  again. 

601.  When  application  was  made  to  have  her  put  on  to  the  list  again,  was  any 
inquiry  made  as  to  whether  it  was  the  husband’s  land  or  not  ? 

No,  not  for  a length  of  time  there  was  not ; and  then  she  said,  after  a long- 
time, that  they  would  give  up  the  land ; and  Captain  Wynne  and  the  Guardians 
told  me  to  go  down  to  the  place ; but  the  husband  was  in  the  hospital  at  the 
time  they  told  me  to  go  and  see  possession  given  up  ; and  when  I went  down 
the  owuer  of  the  land  would  not  take  her  possession,  not  being  legal ; I believe 
the  husband  was  in  the  hospital,  and  not  on  the  premises. 

G02.  After  a representation  had  been  made  by  you,  at  the  desire  of  Captain 
Wynne,  she  was  put  on  the  list  again  without  any  inquiry  into  that  question? 

Yes,  I believe  she  was. 

603.  How  long  did  she  continue  on  the  list  after  that  ? 

She  was  on,  I think,  up  to  last  summer,  off  and  on. 

604.  And  she  held  the  land  all  that  time,  did  she  not  ? 

She  did. 

605.  Was  she  taken  off  the  list  by  you,  or  by  the  order  of  the  Vice-Guardians? 

Finally,  by  the  order  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ; but  still  on  my  report. 

608.  With  the  knowledge  of  Captain  Wynne  ? 

Yes. 

607.  He  was  aware  that  she  was  struck  off  in  the  summer? 

Yes,  he  was  aware  of  it  then  ; he  ceased  being  Inspector  of  the  Carrick-oo- 
Shannon  Union  some  time  last  summer,  in  the  harvest. 

608.  Was  she  still  on  the  relief  list  when  Captain  Wynne  left  that  Union? 

No,  I think  she  was^ot. 

609.  She  had  been  struck  off  previously  ? 

I think  so. 

610.  A short  time  before  he  left  ? 

Yes. 

(170.2.)  g 2 • 611.  Were 
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Mr.  William  Laird.  611.  W ere  there  many  other  instances  in  which  people  holding  land  received 
~ — out-door  relief? 

,-t  ay  x go.  No,  not  when  I had  a knowledge  of  it. 

612.  Whenever  you  reported,  in  all  other  instances,  they  were  all  struck  off? 

Always. 

613.  You  said  she  was  struck  off  several  times  ; how  many  times  ? 

At  least  three  or  four  times. 

614.  How  long  did  you  act  as  Relieving  Officer? 

From  January  1848  to  the  present  time. 

615.  Are  you  still  in  office? 

Yes. 

616.  "What  salary  did  you  receive  as  Relieving  Officer  under  the  Vice- 
Guardians  ? 

Forty-fire  pounds  a year. 

617.  Was  that  reduced  when  the  elected  Guardians  came  into  office  ? 

Yes. 

618.  To  what  amount? 

Thirty-two  pounds,  and  I had  an  increase  of  a division  too. 

619.  You  did  not  resign? 

No,  I did  not. 

620.  In  the  larger  division  you  have  now,  or  even  in  the  smaller  division 
which  you  originally  administered,  were  you  exposed  to  imposition  on  the  part 
of  applicants  for  relief? 

Yes,  indeed  1 was. 

621.  Were  there  many  persons  applying  under  colour  of  being  widows,  that 
you  had  reason  to  doubt  were  widows,  and  whom  upon  investigation  you  refused 
as  such  r 

Yes ; there  were  several,  not  many,  that  applied  under  the  name  of  widows  ; 
1 found  several  that  applied  as  deserted  women,  and  in  a great  many  cases  I 
found  that  the  husbands  had  been  with  them  just  two  or  three  days  previously. 

622.  You  find  it  extremely  difficult,  do  what  you  will,  to  guard  against  this 
imposition  and  imposture  ? 

Yes,  it  was  very  difficult  then. 

623.  Have  you  met  with  cases  in  which  parties  have  b een  receiving  relief  in 
two  different  Electoral  Divisions  ? 

No,  I could  not  say  that;  such  was  stated,  that  parties  were  getting  relief  in 
Boyle,  and  I wrote  to  the  Relieving  Officers  two  or  three  different  times,  and 
I found  that  it  was  not  correct ; I never  detected  any  one  case  of  that  kind. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Mr.  J.  D.  Cfaifte. 


Mr.  JOHN  BOYCE  CLARKE  is  called  in,  and  further  examined, 
as  follows : 


624.  IT  has  been  staled,  that  the  Vice- Guardians  in  their  administration 
could  not  keep  any  check  over  the  measures  of  fuel  received  into  the  house  ; is 
there  anv  check  kept  now  upon  the  fuel  received  into  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
workhouse  ? 

There  is  now. 

625.  What  is  the  check  ? 

The  master  keeps  a store-book,  and  enters  the  receipts  of  every  article  that 
comes  in  daily. 

626.  Does 
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626.  Does  he  enter  the  weight  ? 

The  quantity. 

627.  Are  the  weights  so  taken  bond  fide  old-fashioned  20  hundred-weight  to 
the  ton,  or  28  hundred- weight? 

Twenty  hundred- weight  to  the  ton. 

628.  Was  not  that  done  during  the  time  of  the  Vice -Guardians  ? 

It  was  done. 

629.  That  same  check  was  observed  ? 

No,  not  the  same  check ; the  same  description  of  book  was  not  kept  then. 

630.  Does  the  keeping  of  this  check  still  depend  upon  the  master  of  the  work- 
house,  or  is  it  by  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? 

It  was  a book  that  I provided,  with  the  name  of  every  article  at  the  head 
of  it. 

631.  Is  not  the  store-book  one  of  the  books  which  the  parties  are  required  to 
keep  in  every  workhouse  ? 

It  was  never  known  to  us  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  till  we  saw  the  name  of  the 
book  in  Mr.  Thom’s  schedule  of  books  required  to  he  kept  in  workhouses. 

632.  During  the  whole  time  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in  power,  they  did 
not  introduce  that  book  ? 

They  did  not  introduce  that  book,  but  they  had  a similar  book,  a day-book,  in 
which  every  article  was  entered. 

633.  A day-book  will  show  the  deliveries  ; but  what  I mean  is,  a store-book  in 
which  is  entered  on  the  one  side,  as  a charge,  the  deliveries,  and  in  which  is 
entered  on  the  other  side,  as  a discharge,  the  consumption,  showing  the  amount 
that  ought  to  be  in  hand  ? 

No  ; there  was  a book  called  the  Provision  Check  Account,  in  which  the 
entire  quantity  of  provisions  received  during  the  week  was  entered,  and  also  the 
entire  quantity  of  provisions  consumed. 

634.  Suppose  articles  of  bedding,  so  many  pairs  of  blankets,  and  so  much 
ticking,  and  so  much  straw,  have  you  not  a store-book  that  will  describe  how 
much  you  take  in,  and  how  much  you  consume,  and  the  quantity  that  you  have 
in  hand? 

There  is  a clothing  materials  book— it  is  not  called  a Store-book— in  which  all 
articles  of  clothing  are  entered. 

635.  What  is  the  book  which  you  discovered  in  Mr.  Thom’s  list  for  the  first 
time  ? 

It  is  called  a Store-book. 

636.  You  never  had  it  introduced  till  when  ? 

Until  some  time  before  the  present  Board  came  into  office. 

637.  It  was  introduced  by  the  Vice- Guardians,  was  it  not  ? 

Yes. 

638.  Was  that  a short  time  before  they  left  office  ? 

Yes. 

639.  Did  that  book,  as  soon  as  it  was  introduced  by  them,  contain  an  account 
oi  the  fuel  that  was  brought  in  ? 

It  did  not. 

640.  Was  there  any  entry  made  of  it  ? 

I here  was  not ; the  book  was  not  kept.  I do  not  say  that  there  was  no  entrv 
kept  of  the  articles  that  came  into  the  workhouse. 

^ as  there  any  book  kept  in  which  an  entry  was  made  of  the  purchase 
of  fuel?  ' r 

There  was. 

(17°- 2-)  g 3 642.  Who 


Mr.J.B . Clarhe. 
7th  May  1850. 
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642.  Who  kept  that  hook  1 

The  master  of  the  workhouse. 

643.  Do  you  know  how  it  was  kept  with  respect  to  coal  ? 

I know  that  the  delivery  of  coal  each  day,  as  it  came  into  the  yard,  was  sup- 
posed to  he  entered ; I cannot  say  that  it  was  entered ; I was  not  present  at  the 
delivery  of  the  articles,  but  it  was  supposed  to  be  kept  up  daily  according  to  the 
deliveries. 

644.  Take  coal,  for  example,  was  it  entered  in  tons,  or  was  it  entered  in  hun- 
dred-weights ? 

I was  not  present  at  the  delivery ; sometimes  a certain  number  of  tons  of  coals 
was  ordered 

645.  My  question  did  not  refer  to  the  delivery  or  to  your  being  present,  but 
I asked  how  the  book  was  kept  ? 

It  was  generally  entered  in  hundreds. 

646.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  the  faithfulness,  the  truth,  and  the  accu- 
racy with  which  those  entries  were  made  in  the  Vice- Guardians’  time  ? 

I have  no  reason,  from  my  own  knowledge,  to  doubt  it.  I heard  it  reported 
that  there  was  more  coal  entered  in  the  books  than  was  actually  received. 

647.  You  do  not  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge  ? 

No. 

648.  "What  proportion  does  the  consumption  of  coal  bear  to  the  consumption 
of  turf? 

I do  not  know  exactly  the  proportion. 

649.  Which  was  the  greater  ? 

The  coal  was  at  that  time. 

650.  I presume  that  in  the  kitchen  and  the  larger  rooms  coal  was  used  ? 

Yes,  always ; and  also  in  the  Board- room  and  the  clerk’s  office. 

651.  .And  in  the  laundry,  was  it  not? 

Turf  and  coal  mixed  in  the  laundry,  occasionally. 

652.  It  has  been  stated,  that  the  non-execution  of  the  bonds  of  the  relieving 
officers  and  the  collectors  was  attributable  to  you  ; with  reference  to  this  point, 
have  you  any  explanation  to  offer  to  the  Committee  as  to  how  you  felt  yourself 
situated  towards  the  Vice-Guardians  upon  that  subject? 

I have  already  expressed  an  opinion,  in  a report,  as  to  the  consequence  of  the 
Collectors  receiving  their  warrants  without  their  having  entered  into  the  necessary 
bonds  ; and  I also  stated,  that  I proposed  to  make  a report  as  to  the  impropriety 
of  giving  out  the  Collectors’  books  without  their  entering  into  security  ; and  the 
reply  was,  that  I was  throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  to  impede  the  collection  of 
the  rates,  and  that  I should  not  do  so  ; I was  also  threatened  to  be  reported. 

653.  In  what  sense  did  they  report  you  to  the  Commissioners  ? 

For  dictating  to  them,  and  throwing  obstacles  in  their  way. 

654.  But  your  appointment  is  independent  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  is  it 
not  ? 

I believe  so,  but  I still  thought  it  not  my  duty  to  fly  in  the  face  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  they  being  superior  officers  to  me  ; if  I did,  I thought  I should  be 
getting  into  an  unpleasant  position  with  regard  to  them. 

655.  Did  you  object  to  fly  in  their  faces,  as  you  term  it,  when  you  knew  that 

your  duty  positively  pointed  out  to  you  the  course  you  were  to  take,  with  regard 
to  the  bonds  ? 3 

The  Vice-Guardians  stated  to  me  that  the  bonds  might  be  executed  afterwards ; 
then  of  course  I acceded  to  their  request. 

656-  You  state  that  they  threatened  to  report  you  ? 

Yes. 


657.  What 
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657.  What  proof  have  you  that  they  did  so  ; was  it  by  word  of  mouth  or  any- 
thing written  ? 

It  was  by  word  of  mouth. 

658.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  exactly  for  what  it  was  they  threatened 
to  report  you  ? 

I ashed  leave  to  place  my  report  on  the  minutes,  and  they  told  me  I should 
not  place  my  report  on  the  minutes ; my  report  at  that  time  was  as  to  the 
impropriety  of  issuing  Collectors’  warrants  previously  to  their  executing  the 
bonds  ; and  they  told  me  I was  always  throwing  obstacles  in  the  way,  and  I should 
not  be  allowed  to  do  so  ; that  it  would  impede  the  collection  of  the  rates,  and 
that  the  Collectors  might  afterwards  come  forward  and  enter  into  their  security. 
I then  accordingly  issued  the  warrants,  after  countersigning  them,  before  they 
entered  into  the  bonds. 

659.  If  your  desire  had  been  complied  with,  and  that  report  had  been  entered 
on  the  minutes,  must  not  it  have  been  brought  under  the  immediate  cognizance 
of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in  Dublin  ? ~ 

It  would. 

660.  Therefore,  the  effect  of  suppressing  that  report  withheld  from  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  in  Dublin,  under  whose  authority  the  Vice-Guardians  were 
acting,  all  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  warrants  were  issued  without  a security 
being  given  r 

It  did. 

661.  Do  you  remember  any  communication  being  made  to  the  Board,  that  if 
the  rate  exceeded  5 s.  in  an  Electoral  Division,  it  might  be  taken  by  instalments  ? 

I do  not  recollect  that. 

662.  It  has  been  stated,  that  there  was  great  dissatisfaction  amongst  the 
Relieving  Officers  when  their  salaries  wrere  reduced,  and  that  they  refused  the 
salaries  ; was  there  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  tenders  on  advertisement  for  officers 
to  supply  their  places  ? 

Not  the  slightest  difficulty. 

663.  Do  you  recollect  the  manner  in  which  the  elected  Board  of  Guardians 
carried  on  their  business  from  the  time  of  their  re-instatement  ? 

I do. 

664.  At  what  hour  did  they  generally  assemble? 

Sometimes  they  assembled  in  the  morning  about  10  o’clock ; half-past  9 or  10. 

665.  Did  they  generally  through  the  winter  sit  late? 

They  sat  up  till  nearly  10  o’clock  some  nights.  t 

666.  Did  the  Visiting  Committee  take  pains  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the 
house,  and  the  abuses  in  it  ? 

They  did. 

667.  Have  you  ever  seen  that  Return,  or  a copy  of  it — [a  Return  being  shown 
to  the  Witness ] ? 

I have  seen  a copy. 

668.  If  there  is  any  inaccuracy  in  it,  will  you  point  it  out? 

Yes. 


The  same  is  handed  in,  and  is  as  follows  : 


(170.2.) 
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BALANCE 


Mr.J.B.  Clarle. 
7th  May  1850. 
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BALANCE  SHEET  of  Clothing,  as  taken  - 


BEDDING. 

MEN’S 

CLOTHING. 

WOMEN’S 

— 

1 

5 

g> 

H 

« 

c3 

i 

£ 

E 

8 

St* 

■S 

1 

1 

O 

e 

0 

Petticoats. 

i 

Aprons. 

Stock,  as  appears  from  Clothing 
Receipt. 

779 

863 

718 

937 

211 

236 

219 

306 

146 

35 

208 

596 

1,723 

1,977 

Stock  ..... 

1,158 

822 

851 

822 

218 

212 

206 

961 

53 

196 

1,651 

2,328 

1,435 

1,181 

Deficiency  .... 

41 

115 

24 

13 

93 

35 

12 

- - 

106 

796 

Increase  - • - - - 

379 

133 

7 

655 

* ' 

1,055 

605 

JSlr.J.  B.  Clark e. 
7th  May  1850. 


669-  Is  the  deficiency  stated  there,  as  5,692  articles  deficient  between  the 
stock  received  and  the  stock  in  store  on  the  23d  of  February,  a true  return  ? 

I could  not  swear  to  that  being  correct ; there  was  a number  nearly  to  that 
amount  ascertained,  but  whether  these  numbers  are  exactly  correct,  I could  not 
swear. 


670.  Did  you  ever  see  these  Returns  ? — [Two  Returns  being  handed  to  the 
Witness .] 

I have  not. 


671.  Is  it  the  handwriting  of  the  assistant  master  on  those  papers  in  both 
instances  ? 

Yes. 


The  following  Returns  are  handed  in : 


Clothing  Material  on  Hand  and  in  Store,  as  appears  from  Clothing  Material  Book, 
on  1st  November  1849. 


961  Yards  Flannel.  2,347$  Yards  Grey  Calico. 

779i  Yards  Linsey  Woolsey.  100  Yards  White  Twilled  Calico. 

2,184$  Yards  Ticking.  158  Yards  Check. 


Clothing  in  Use  and  in  Store,  as  appears  from  Clothing  Receipt  Book, 
on  3d  November  1849. 


779  Sheets. 

577  Gowns. 

655  Shirts. 

863  Blankets. 

1,544  Petticoats. 

56  Fair  Shoes. 

718  Bugs. 
1,079  Ticks. 

1,410  Shifts. 

7 Pair  Stockings. 

1,940  Aprons. 

381  Caps. 

139  Coats. 

1,885  Handkerchiefs. 

644  Frocks. 

164  Vests. 

89  Pair  Shoes. 

666  Petticoats. 

131  Trousers.  . i 

11  Pair  Stockings. 

1,146  Shifts. 

191  Shirts. 

2,909  Caps. 

1,457  Aprons. 

84  Pair  Shoes. 

35  Pair  Stockings. 
195  Caps. 

334  Coats. 
318  Vests. 
471  Trousers. 

2 Pair  Shoes. 

James  M'Grath, 

for  J ohn  Thompson. 


Clothing 
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by  Master  on  23d  February  1S50. 


CLOTHING. 

BOVS’ 

CLOTHING. 

| GIRLS’ 

CLOTHING. 

— 

1 

i 

1 

i 

0 

1 

| 

1 

B 

j 

J 

J 

O 

| 

& 

| 

| 

< 

1,8S5 

121 

11 

209 

420 

358 

521 

- 

66 

7 

361 

644 

771 

1,300 

1,681 

..3 

21 

3S 

205 

284  j 

1S3 

328 

276 

57 

176 

503 

503 

503 

956 

- 

1,282 

100 

- - 

4 

136 

175 

193  | 

413 

9 

7 

205 

141 

26S 

797 

725 

5,692,  total  deficiency. 

27 

- ' 

‘ * 

' - 

2,861,  total  increase. 

John  Thompson,  Master. 


Clothing  in  Store  on  3d  November 


1849,  as  appears  from 


Bedding : 

30  Sheets. 

70  Blankets. 
100  Rugs. 

142  Bed  Ticks. 


Men’s  Clothing : 

34  Men’s  Coats. 

13  Pair  Trousers. 
45  Vests. 

4S  Shirts. 

13  Pair  Shoes. 

12  Pair  Stockings. 
8 Caps. 


Women’s  Clothing  : 

42  Women’s  Gowns. 
53  Petticoats. 

19  Shifts. 

752  Aprons. 

1G7  Handkerchiefs. 

29  Pair  Shoes. 

5 Pair  Stockings. 
442  Caps. 


Clothing  Receipt  Book. 
Boys’  Clothing : 

116  Boys’  Coats. 

4S  Vests. 

193  Pair  Trousers. 
61  Shirts. 

IS  Pair  Shoes. 

41  Caps. 

Girls’  Clothing  : 

233  Girls’  Frocks. 
65  Petticoats. 

11  Shifts. 

266  Aprons. 

3,07G 


Mr.  J.  B.  Clarlti 
7th  May  1S5O. 


James  M‘Grath, 

for  John  Thompson,  Master. 


672.  Is  it  the  handwriting  of  the  master  on  the  first  of  the  Returns  ? 

The  signature  is  the  master’s  signature. 

673.  Do  you  recollect  whether  there  were  legal  proceedings  taken  against  the 
Vice-Guardians  for  non-payment  for  the  different  supplies  made  to  the  Union  ? 

There  were  legal  proceedings  taken. 

G74.  Will  you  look  at  that  Return,  and  see  if  you  are  able  to  verify  it  ? — [another 
Return  being  shozvn  to  the  Witness .] 

I am  able  to  verify  it.  This  is  a copy  of  a Return  furnished  to  me  by  the 
solicitor. 


The  same  is  handed  in,  and  is  as  follows  : 


(170. 2.) 
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Re 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


58  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 


•Ur.  J.  E.  Clarice. 
7th  May  1850; 


Re  Carrick-on-Shannon,  for  the  Year  1849. 


RETURN  of  Proceedings  required  by  Mr.  Croker’ s Letter  of  15th  March  1850. 


Amount  sought 

CAUSE. 

COURT. 

Amount  for  which  Executions  issued. 

and  confessed  due. 

Lancelot  Lawder  w.-] 
Carrick-on-Shannon  !> 
Guardians  - -J 

Queen’s  Bench 

876  - - 

January  1849. 

James  Murray,  jun.  v. \ 
same  - ~J 

Exchequer  - 

51  11  11 

February  1849. 

J ames  Murray,  sen.  v.  1 
same  - - -/ 

Owen  M'Lamie  andi 
John  Costello  v.  }■ 

- ditto 

50  1 2 

February  1849. 

- ditto 

695  15  11 

November  1849.  With”. 

same  - - -J 

- ditto 

f 

November  1849  : 

v.  same  - -J 

f ,,,  . . f besides  Interest 

l 

‘ Land  Sheriff's  Fees. 

f 

November  1S49 : 

Moses  Monds  v.  same 

- ditto 

1,784  10  - < 

£.l,798.16.U.(bs^fs 

land  Sheriff’s  Fees. 

- ditto 

r 

November  1849 : 

same  - - -J 

1,770  19  4 < 

£.  1,800.T4."{  besides  Interest 
Costs  £.130/  and  Sheriff’s  Fees. 

- ditto 

same  - - -J 

51  14  7 

November  1849. 

675.  You  are  the  only  officer  in  this  Union  who  held  office  under  the  Vice- 
Guardians  ? 

I am  the  only  clerk  they  had. 

G76.  Is  there  no  other  officer  now  employed  in  the  Union  of  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  who  was  employed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  besides  yourself? 

My  brother  was  the  assistant  clerk ; he  is  still  in  office. 

677.  Is  there  any  other  ? 

I do  not  think  there  is  any  other  at  present. 

678.  Were  not  the  chaplains  in  office? 

I left  them  out ; I did  not  consider  them  as  officers  of  the  workhouse ; the 
medical  officer  is  the  only  person  that  remains,  and  the  apothecary. 

679.  Were  you  suspended? 

Never. 

680.  There  was  no  fresh  election  of  you  as  clerk  by  the  elected  Board  of 
Guardians  ? 

No. 

681.  Had  you  any  communication  from  Colonel  Clarke  with  reference  to  your 
office? 

Never. 

682.  When  did  you  discover  a discrepancy  in' the  books  1 

There  were  discrepancies  in  the  books,  I believe,  from  the  time  I was  first 
appointed  in  the  Union,  up  to  a very  late  period. 

683.  Did  you  report  your  discovery  of  those  discrepancies  to  anybody  ? 

I did,  frequently. 

684.  What  steps  did  you  take  to  have  them  corrected  ? 

X reported  them  to  the  Auditor  in  the  first  place,  and  I explained  to  him  the 
difficulty  I had  to  encounter  in  bringing  the  books  into  some  state  for  audit. 
I had  very  little  guide : the  record  of  deaths  had  not  been  kept ; the  deaths  that 
had  occurred  were  not  entered  in  the  record  of  deaths ; the  register  book  was 
imperfectly  kept,  the  entire  admissions  did  not  appear  on  it.  I also  stated  that 
the  admission  and  discharge  book  was  not  properly  kept ; the  discharges  from 

the 
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fte  workhouse  were  not  entered;  and  from  all  these  discrepancies  I found  -real 
difficulty  in  preparing  the  account  for  the  Auditor.  ° 

685.  Did  you  report  any  of  those  circumstances  to  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

They  were  fully  aware  of  it,  and  they  took  steps  to  have  those  hooks  put  into 
a state  of  order,  and  they  employed  a person  for  that  purpose.  I arranged  the 
books  to  bring  them  into  order,  and  gave  also  directions  from  time  to  time  to  take 
the  proper  classification  of  the  paupers  in  the  house,  and  to  bring  the  books  to 
some  sort  of  bearing.  D 

stances  y°U  *Ter  CaU  the  attelltio11  of  the  Inspectors  to  any  of  those  circum- 
I did. 

687 . Did  he  take  any  step  in  consequence  ? 

I merely  stated  to  him  without  making  it  a particular  business,  on  his  eomin» 
to  the  Board-room,  that  the  books  of  the  workhouse  were  in  a very  disorderly 
state,  and  said  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  make  any  band  of  them. 

68S.  You  found  them  so  when  you  went  there,  did  you  not? 

Yes. 


689.  What  Inspector  did  you  mention  that  to  ? 
To  Captain  Wynne. 


690.  Are  you  cognizant  of  the  deficiency  of  straw  that  is  mentioned  in  the 
Petition  ? 

The  only  thing  I am  cognizant  of  respecting  that  is,  that  on  Dr.  Phelan  comin^ 
to  visit  the  establishment,  he  made  some  inquiries ; I was  merely  told  this  by  the 
officers ; I cannot  state  it  from  my  own  knowledge ; he  asked  the  porter,  I believe 
“ u nen  was  the  straw  in  the  beds  renewed?”  and  from  what  the  porter  told  me’ 
he  stated  to  him,  about  four  months.  ’ 


691.  Did  that  have  reference  to  the  beds  in  the  whole  house,  or  those  in  the 
probationary  ward  ? 

I cannot  answer  that  strictly,  lest  I might  commit  a mistake. 

692.  Do  you  know  anything  at  all  about  the  deficiency  of  soap  and  water  = 

Yes,  I do. 


693.  Of  your  own  knowledge  ? 
Yes. 


G94.  Will  you  just  explain  that  to  the  Committee  ? 

I know  that  there  was  always  a want  of  a good  supply  of  water  in  the 
establishment,  in  consequence  of  the  pump  not  being  got  into  order.  The  Vice- 
Guardians  laid  out  an  immense  sum  of  money  to  put  it  in  order  and  save 
the  extra  expense  that  was  incurred  in  getting  water,  and  it  failed  them  still  • 
they  had  to  enter  into  a contract  to  supply  the  workhouse  with  water  Then' 
on  the  appointment  of  the  present  Board,  or,  at  least,  on  the  present  Board 
coming  into  office,  they  examined  into  all  those  things  very  minutely,  and 
they  discovered  that  the  expense  of  supplying  the  workhouse  with  water  was’  very 
heavy,  and  an  immense  sum  laid  on  the  Union. 


695.  What  means  did  they  take  to  remedy  that  state  of  things  ? 

They  gave  directions  to  the  officers  to  save  the  rain-water  that  came  down  the 
pipes,  and  to  order  a new  tank  to  be  erected  on  the  workhouse  grounds  • that 
there  could  he  a supply  of  water  got  by  these  means,  and  save  the  expense  of  a 
contractor  to  supply  the  workhouse  with  water. 

696.  Was  the  deficiency  in  the  machinery  employed,  or  in  the  sprint  ? 

A deficiency  in  the  spring. 

697.  Did  that  deficiency  arise  from  an  injudicious  choice  of  the  site  ? 

I believe  that  to  he  so  ; it  is  the  general  opinion. 

698.  It  is  very  high,  is  it  not  ? 

Very  high. 

699.  Will  you  just  explain  to  the  Committee  as  to  the  deficiency  of  the  soap  ? 

There  was  no  deficiency  of  soap  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

(170.2.)  h 2 700.  When 


Mr.J.B.  Clarke 
7th  May  1S50. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


GO  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 


Mr.  J.  £.  Clarke.  700.  When  did  it  first  happen  ? 

On  the  appointment  of  the  present  Board. 

May  1850. 

«- 701.  Have  the  present  Board  taken  any  step  which  caused  that  deficiency  ? 

It  is  not  any  step  taken  respecting  the  deficiency,  but  it  was  to  prevent  the 
heavy  consumption  of  soap,  as  it  appeared  to  them  to  be  at  the  time,  and  it 
deprived  them  of  the  quantity  of  soap  they  were  in  the  habit  of  getting. 

702.  Then,  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  was  there  a superabundance 
of  soap  ? 

No. 

703.  But  since  the  Vice-Guardians  have  been  superseded,  you  say  there  has 
been  a deficiency  of  soap  ? 

Yes. 

704.  By  what  has  it  been  caused? 

It  has  been  caused  by  the  present  Board  giving  directions  for  curtailing* the 
estimates  that  were  sent  in  for  supplying  soap  for  the  workhouse. 

705.  Bid  they  sell  the  soap  that  was  in  the  house? 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

706.  Did  you  hear  of  it  ? 

I heard  latterly  of  it. 

707-  It  was  supposed  to  have  been  made  away  with ; was  it  not  ? 

I was  told  latterly  that  the  soap  was  sold  out  of  the  workhouse. 

708.  But  by  whom  was  it  sold,  and  for  whose  benefit  ? 

By  the  paupers ; I was  told  that  they  were  in  the  habit  of  stealing  the  soap 
and  selling  it  out. 

709.  You  stated  just  now,  that  Dr.  Phelan  visited  the  workhouse ; at  what 
period  did  he  visit  the  workhouse  ? 

Some  time  previously  to  Colonel  Clarke  visiting  the  establishment ; it  was  early 
in  December,  I think,  or  November. 

710.  You  stated  that  Dr.  Phelan  was  the  first  person  that  objected  to  the  want 
of  straw,  and  to  the  filthy  straw  upon  which  the  paupers  were  lying  ? 

I did  not  say  that  he  was  the  first  person. 

711.  Had  the  attention  of  the  Board  been  drawn  to  that  subject  before 
Dr.  Phelan’s  report? 

As  well  as  I can  recollect,  there  was  a remark  made  by  the  master  of  the  work- 
house, that  the  contractor  was  not  giving  in  the  supply  of  straw. 

712.  You  are  aware  that  the  master  makes  a written  weekly  report  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians  ? 

Yes.  ■ 

713.  Bo  you  know  whether  in  that  weekly  report  it  was  ever  stated  that  there 
was  a deficiency  of  straw  for  the  paupers  ? 

I believe  there  was  a report  made  to  that  effect,  but  I cannot  state  when. 

714.  That  was  a report  by  the  master  ? 

I believe  so. 

715.  Do  you  know  what  was  done  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  consequence 
of  that  report 

I do  not  recollect  what  they  did. 

716.  The  straw  remained  the  same  until  Dr.  Phelan  visited  the  establishment? 

It  appears  that  it  did. 

717.  When  the  report  of  the  want  of  straw  was  made  to  the  Board,  did 
they  not  make  several  efforts  to  have  it  immediately  supplied  ? 

The  present  Board  did.  I was  speaking  before  as  to  the  Vice-Guardians ; I did 
not  speak  as  to  the  present  Board. 

718.  Did  you  not  state  yesterday,  that  you  recollected  a report  being  made  to 
the  Board,  and  entered  on  the  minutes,  that  the  straw  had  not  been  changed 
in  the  paupers’  beds  for  seven  months  ? 

It  was  stated  to  the  Board,  and  entered  on  the  minutes. 

719.  It 
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719.  It  was  reported  to  the  Board  ? 

Yes,  by  some  members  of  the  present  Board. 

720.  By  the  Visiting  Committee  ? 

Yes,  by  the  Inquiring  Committed. 

721.  Was  it  reported  that  the  straw  in  the  beds  of  the  whole  house,  or  in  the 
probationary  ward,  was  bad? 

It  was  stated  “ the  straw  of  the  beds  of  the  paupers,”  without  any  distinction ; 
I cannot  say  any  particular  department  of  the  establishment ; it  was  stated  that 
the  straw  of  the  beds  of  the  paupers  was  not  renewed  for  seven  months. 

722.  Was  it,  or  was  it  not,  do  you  believe,  the  impression  of  the  Board,  that 
it  was  so  throughout  the  whole  house  ? 

I believe  it  was  throughout  the  whole  house. 

723.  Will  you  refer  to  the  minute-book,  at  page  167  ? 

[The  Witness  refers  to  the  same.] 

724.  Do  you  perceive  an  entry  there  ? 

Yes,  dated  the  2d  of  January. 

725.  Is  that  a correct  copy? 

Yes,  it  is. 

726.  Of  a letter  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  ? 

I cannot  say  that  j I believe  it  is  a correct  copy  of  the  rough  minute-book. 
The  following  Entry  is  read  : 

i5ir;  2 January  1849. 

Referring  to  the  scale  of  rates  proposed  to  be  struck  on  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union, 
the  Board  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  a remarkable  fact  respecting 
some  lands,  lately  the  property  of  the  Crown,  called  Bally  Kilcline,  in  the  Electoral  Division 
of  Kilglass,  but  now  purchased  by  an  individual.  Strange  to  say,  those  lands  have  never 

Said  poor-rates;  they  have  been,  notwithstanding,  duly  valued  in  the  rate-book:  and  the 
ioard  of  Guardians  desire,  in  the  name  of  justice,  that  the  Commissioners  will  now,  on  the 
eve  of  an  excessive  rate  being  levied  on  this  Electoral  Division,  which  it  never  can  pay,  to 
compel  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  to  pay  up  the  arrears  of  rates;  and  they 
will  also  be  so  good  as  to  authorize  the  proposed  rate  of  4 s.  10  Id.  to  be  levied  in  such 
instalments  as  the  rate-payers  can  meet.  There  cannot  be  a doubt  that  the  proposed  rate  of 
4 s.  10  h d.  on  that  Electoral  Division  will  be  considerably  less  when  the  rateable  value  of 
those  lands  are  calculated  upon.  The  lands  of  Bally  Kilcline  contain  by  the  Ordnance 
valuation  about  700  statute  acres. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

To  W.  Hanly,  Esq.  (signed)  Westmeath. 

727.  This  Petition  states  that  “ Contracts  of  a most  extravagant  description” 
were  entered  into;  will  ycu  turn  to  the  minutes  when  the  Vice-Guardians  were 
appointed,  and  state  what  the  average  weekly  cost  of  the  paupers  was  ? 

[ The  Witness  refers  to  the  same.] 

The  first  week  the  books  of  the  master  were  not  kept. 

728.  When  were  the  Vice-Guardians  appointed  ? 

In  January  1848. 

729.  What  is  the  first  entry  that  you  find  in  the  book? 

The  29th  of  April  1848. 

730.  So  that  from  the  21st  of  January  up  to  the  29th  of  April,  the  books 
were  not  kept  ? 

No. 

731.  On  the  29th  of  April,  what  is  the  average  weekly  cost  per  bead  pf  the 
paupers? 

One  shilling  and  fourpence. 

(170.2.)  h3  732.  Now, 


Mr.  J.  B.  Clarkr. 
7 th  May  1850. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


62  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 


Mr.  J.  B.  Clarice. 
5th  May  1850. 


732.  Now,  turn  to  the  last  week,  when  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in  office? 
[The  Witness  refers  to  the  same.~\ 

It  is  dated  the  3 1st  of  October  1849  ; the  average  cost  of  the  paupers,  at 
that  time,  was  Is.  3 id. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  till  Friday  next, 
One  o’clock. 
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Die  Veneris , 10“  Mail  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  JOHN  BOYCE  CLARKE  is  called  in,  and  further  examined 
as  follows : 

733.  WILL  you  look  at  that  paper — [a  paper  is  handed  to  the  Witness ] — did  ioth  May  1850. 

you  take  that  out  of  the  rate-books  of  the  Union?  — 

I did. 

734.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  townland  of  Lagan  ? 

I am,  so  far  as  meeting  with  it  in  the  rate-hook. 

735.  Are  you  aware  whether  it  is  Crown  estate  or  not  ? 

I am. 

736.  Is  that  a correct  statement  of  the  last  rate  upon  that  townland — [the  same 
is  handed  to  the  Witness]  ? 

It  is. 

737.  And  of  the  arrears? 

Yes ; it  is  the  “ Amount  of  rates  on  the  townland  of  Lagan.” 


Evidence  on  the 
Petition  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Union  of 
Carrick-on- 
Shannon. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Clarke. 


The  same  is  handed  in,  and  is  as  follows : 
Amount  of  rate  on  the  townland  of  Lagan,  in  the  Kilglass  Electoral 


Division  - - - - - - - - - - - GO  19  5 

Amount  of  arrears  ----------  87  5 

Total  - - - £.  148  4 10£ 


738.  What  is  the  valuation  of  the  townland  ? 

I have  not  the  valuation  here. 

739.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  rate  upon  that  Electoral  Division  was 
4s.  10 \d.  in  the  pound? 

I am. 

740.  Do  you  know  how  many  rates  were  included  in  this  amount  of  arrears, 
namely,  87  Z.  5s.  5 \d. ; was  there  more  than  one  rate  ? 

I cannot  exactly  tell  your  Lordships. 

741.  Was  that  a part  of  the  property  that  the  Crown  has  recently  sold  ? 

It  is  a townland  in  the  Kilglass  Electoral  Division ; I cannot  say  that  it  is  a 
portion  of  the  property. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


(170. 3.) 
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ALFRED  POWER,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows  : 

742.  YOU  are  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  in  Ireland,  are 
you  not  ? 

I am. 

743.  Are  you  aware  of  the  date  of  the  first  application  on  the  part  of  the 
elected  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  to  be  dissolved? 

There  was  no  application  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  be  dissolved  that 
I remember.  In  a report  from  Captain  Wynne,  the  Inspector  of  the  Union,  it 
was  stated  that  the  Guardians  had  expressed  at  a meeting  their  desire  to  resign 
the  care  of  the  Union,  but  there  was  no  resolution  passed  on  the  subject.  I 
have  examined  the  minutes  of  the  meeting,  and  there  was  no  resolution  passed, 
nor  any  communication  made  by  the  Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  of  their 
desire  to  give  up  the  charge  of  the  Union. 

744.  Therefore  on  that  occasion  there  was  no  letter  addressed  to  the  Com- 
missioners in  Dublin,  and  of  course  there  could  have  been  no  answer  sent  ? 

I am  not  aware  of  any  official  application  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  be 
dissolved. 

745.  Then,  when  was  the  Board  of  Guardians  dissolved  ? 

It  was  dissolved  on  the  21st  of  January. 

746.  On  what  grounds  was  it  dissolved  ? 

The  grounds  of  the  dissolution  are  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners 
.which  accompanied  the  order.  That  letter  was  preceded  by  reports  from 
Captain  Wynne,  the  Inspector,  which  described  the  frightful  degree  of  distress 
existing  in  the  Union  for  sometime  previously  to  the  dissolution,  and  describing 
also  the  very  great  difficulty  under  which  the  Guardians  were  labouring  for  want 
of  funds,  and  tbeir  difficulty  of  procuring  Collectors.  Captain  Wynne  in  those 
reports  acknowledges  great  readiness  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to 
attend  to  his  suggestions,  and  to  co-operate  with  him.  On  the  1st  of  January 
they  passed  resolutions  to  meet  from  day  to  day,  in  order  to  attempt  to  cope  with 
the  difficulties  of  the  case ; and  they  did  so  meet  for  one  week,  but  after  that 
week  they  did  not.  They  met  on  the  usual  day  of  business,  when  there  was  far 
more  business  before  them  than  they  could  possibly  go  through,  and  Captain 
Wynne  reported  to  that  effect  on  the  15th  of  January,  and  again  on  the  10th, 
and  it  was  upon  the  ground  that  the  Guardians  were  not  prepared  to  devote 
their  time  to  the  difficult  business  of  the  Union,  and  that  they  had  not  taken 
and  were  not  taking  effectual  steps  to  relieve  the  destitution  then  existing,  that 
the  dissolution  took  place,  and  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed. 

747.  Have  you  those  reports  of  the  Inspector? 

Yes,  I have  a full  series  of  those  reports,  extending  from  November,  when  ' 
Captain  Wynne  took  charge  of  the  Union,  to  the  1st  of  January,  describing  the 
gradual  progress  of  the  destitution.  From  that  time  I have  Captain  Wynne’s 
further  reports,  and  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  which  accompanied  the 
order  of  dissolution. 

748.  Will  you  hand  in  the  reports  ? 

[The  Correspondence  between  Captain  Wynne  and  the  Commissioners  is 
handed  im.] 

749.  You  have  got  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  dissolving  the  Board  ? 

Yes. — [ The  same  is  handed  in.'] 

750.  The  contents  of  those  reports  are  what  you  have  just  stated? 

They  are  much  to  that  effect ; there  are  three  reports  on  the  whole. 

751.  Is  there  any  direct  complaint  against  the  elected  Board? 

Yes,  there  are  statements  that  they  did  not  meet  the  difficulties  of  the  Union., 

752.  That  they  were  not  able  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  the  Union;  is  there 
any  charge  more  specific  than  that  ? 

I will  read  a passage  : “ I can  no  longer  hope  to  get  on  with  the  present 
Board  of  Guardians,  who  appear  to  have  completely  deserted  their  post,  and  at 

time 
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a time  when  increased  exertions  and  energy  are  required  to  meet  the  increasing 
difficulties  consequent  on  the  commencement  and  daily  extension  of  out-door 
relief,  and  the  execution  of  movements  which  become  necessary  almost  daily  to 
enable  us  to  test  the  applicants.”  That  is  the  report  immediately  preceding 
the  dissolution. 

753.  On  that  report  the  Commissioners  determined  to  dissolve  the  Local 
Board,  did  they  not? 

On  that  report  and  the  two  preceding  reports. 

754.  Will  you  read  the  reasons  for  dissolving  the  Board? 

“ 21st  January  1848.  The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for 
Belief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  have  had  under  their  consideration  a report  from 
Captain  Wynne,  dated  the  15th  instant,  relating  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union,  in  which,  amongst  other  things,  he  states,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  adopted  at  their  meeting  of  the  1st  instant, 
to  the  effect  that  they  would  meet  daily,  so  long  as  the  necessity  for  so  doin''- 
should  continue,  no  meeting  took  place  during  the  week,  commencing  on  the  8th 
Instant,  until  Saturday,  the  ordinary  day  of  meeting.  Captain  Wynne  observes, 
that  it  was  the  more  necessary  to  hold  meetings  during  the  week  referred  to.  as 
he  had  been  prevented,  by  severe  indisposition,  from  attending  in  person  to  carry 
into  effect  the  measures  for  affording  out-door  relief,  on  the  prompt  execution 
of  which  the  lives  of  numbers  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Union  then  depended. 
It  appears  that  notices  had  been  posted  throughout  the  Union,  directing 
the  destitute  persons,  whose  names  had  been  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  lists, 
to  attend  on  the  Monday  previous  to  the  date  of  Captain  Wynne’s  report,  at 
certain  specified  places  in  each  relief  district,  where  their  weekly  rations  were 
to  be  issued  to  them  by  the  Relieving  Officers,  and  arrangements  had  been  made 
for  sending  out  bread  to  the  several  appointed  places  early  on  Monday  morn- 
ing. However,  upon  sending  on  Monday,  at  11  a.m.,  to  inquire  if  these 
arrangements  had  been  carried  out,  Captain  Wynne  was  informed  that  nothing 
had  been  done  up  to  that  hour,  and  that  nothing  was  likely  to  be  done,  no 
Guardians  being  in  attendance.  By  this  serious  failure  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians in  the  execution  of  tlier  duties,  the  Commissioners  are  deprived  of  all 
reliance  upon  the  Guardians  for  an  effectual  administration  of  relief  to  the  poor 
of  the  Union.  The  Commissioners  have  learned  that  in  this  painful  emer- 
gency, Captain  Wynne  with  considerable  difficulty,  and  through  the  exertions 
of  persons  unconnected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  succeeded 
in  preventing  any  more  serious  consequences  than  a fewr  hours'  delay.  This 
fortunate  escape  from  the  calamitous  consequences  which  would  otherwise  have 
followed  the  neglect  of  the  Guardians  does  not  alter  the  conclusion  which  it 
has  fixed  on  the  minds  of  the  Commissioners.  At  an  important  juncture 
the  Guardians  not  only  permitted  the  execution  of  their  functions  to  depend 
upon  the  personal  exertions  of  the  Inspector  of  the  Union,  and  of  persons 
officially  unconnected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  while  the 
Guardians  did  not  even  make  an  effort  to  discharge  their  duties  by  their 
presence  and  advice.  The  Commissioners  learn,  by  a further  report  from 
Captain  Wynne,  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  get  through  half  the  business 
before  the  Guardians  on  Saturday  the  15th  instant,  and  that  the  Guardians  then 
agreed  to  meet  on  Monday  and  the  following  days  to  transact  business  of  great 
importance  ; yet,  notwithstanding  this  agreement,  and  though  the  Guardians  had 
issued  a notice,  in  pursuance  of  which  a large  number  of  rate-payers  assembled 
at  Carrick-on-Shannon  on  Monday,  to  meet  the  Board,  no  meeting  was  held, 
nor  did  any  of  the  Guardians  attend  on  the  following  Tuesday  or  Wednesday, 
although  so  well  aware  that  business  of  an  urgent  nature  required  their  attention. 
The  Commissioners  find,  by  reference  to  the  returns  of  the  funds  of  the  Union, 
that  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  last  year,  no  more  than  1,493/.  1 6s.  7f  d. 
was  collected  in  the  Union,  and  only  1,533/.  2 s.  8 d.  during  the  last  six  months, 
although  the  net  annual  value  of  the  rateable  property  in  the  Union  is  no 
Jess  than  61,450/.  It  appears  further,  that  the  debts  of  the  Union  at  the  close 
of  the  year  amounted  to  upwards  of  4,000  /.,  and  that  several  of  the  contractors 
have  been  compelled  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  against  the  Guardians  to 
enforce  a payment  of  their  just  demands.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
Commissioners  are  unable  to  avoid  the  conclusion,  that  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
JBoard  of  Guardians  has  failed  to  discharge  its  duties  effectually,  according  to 
(170.3.)  I the 
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Aifrri  P<mer,  Esf.  the  intention  of  tbe  Irish  Poor  Relief  Acts;  the  Commissioners  have,  therefore, 

, ~ — issued  an  order  dissolving  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  they  will  proceed  forth- 
iotn  ay  i 50.  t0  app0int  paid  officers  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Union.” 

755.  Who  were  appointed  Vice-Guardians  on  the  dissolution  of  the  Local 
Board? 

The  Vice-Guardians  first  appointed  were  Mr.  Duncan  and  Mr-  O’Reilly,  who 
had  been  already  acting  as  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Mohill  Union  for  some  weeks 
previously. 

756.  Was  there  any  report  from  them  of  the  state  in  which  they  found  the 
workhouse  ? 

Yes,  there  was.  I have  a copy  of  their  first  report  and  their  second  report, 
made  up  together,  which  describes  the  state  in  which  they  found  the  Union 
with  great  particularity.  I can  read  a passage,  headed  “The  Workhouse.’* 
After  adverting,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  rates  and  the  collectors,  they  pass  to  the 
subject  of  the  workhouse  : “ A review  of  this  establishment  exhibited  to  us  many 
defects.  In  the  points  of  management  we  observed  that  the  majority  of  the 
inmates,  embracing  nearly  all  the  adults,  were  without  the  Union  clothing,  and 
remained  in  the  tattered  and  miserable  garments  which  form  the  dress,  or  rather 
absence  of  dress,  of  the  pauper  population.  The  supply  of  bedding  was  so  meagre, 
that  many  of  the  inmates  were  huddled  together  in  the  dormitories,  and,  with  the 
animal  heat  generated  by  close  contact,  tried  to  make  up  for  the  absence  of 
covering.  The  schools  appear  most  defective  in  the  requisites  for  educational 
or  industrial  training.  The  serving  of  the  meals  most  irregular,  accomplished 
without  system,  and  not  until  an  advanced  period  of  the  day,  calculated  sadly 
to  augment  the  progress  of  disease.  Classification  imperfect.  The  able-bodied 
men  and  the  women,  with  the  exception  of  a few  females  who  sew  a little,  totally 
unemployed.  Repairs  to  a considerable  extent  required:  the  pump  in  men’s 
yard  gone  altogether  to  destruction,  the  well  being  only  available  by  means  of 
a bucket ; and  everything  connected  with  the  plumbing  department  being  entirely 
out  of  order.  The  supply  of  water  dependent  on  its  conveyance  from  the  Shannon 
River,  half  a mile  distant ; thus  causing  (or  at  least  pleaded  as  an  excuse  for) 
the  absence  of  cleanliness  which  characterizes  the  establishment,  and  the  lateness 
in  having  the  meals  prepared.  The  glazing  of  the  windows  defective,  and  regu- 
lated ventilation,  the  medical  officer  states,  thereby  prevented,  thus  encouraging 
the  spread  of  disease  amongst  the  inmates.  Whitewashing  for  a long  time 
unused,  which,  independent  of  sanitary  consequences,  gives  an  unsightly  aspect 
to  the  wards.  The  earthen  floors,  from  inattention,  full  of  pits  and  inequalities. 
The  yards  irregular  and  unclean.  The  drains  allowed  to  become  completely  use- 
ess,  so  that  in  rainy  weather  some  of  the  wards  are  completely  inundated, 
though,  from  the  position  of  the  building,  sufficient  facilities  for  good  drainage 
exist.  The  locks  out  of  order,  and  every  facility  existing  for  the  intermixture  of 
the  classes  and  sexes.  Cesspools  requiring  cleaning.  Sickness  prevailing  amongst 
the  inmates,  beyond  those  in  infirmary,  and  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
diseases  in  dormitories  of  main  building,  amid  the  healthy.  The  mortality  high, 
and  appears  to  have  been  so  for  some  time  past.  A defective  supply  of  imple- 
ments and  utensils.  Dietary  of  an  imperfect,  but  by  no  means  of  a correspond- 
ingly economical  character.  The  infants  in  nursery  wearing  a miserable  appear- 
ance, and  the  paupers  generally  exhibiting  unhealthiness,  although  the  house  is 
not  inconveniently  crowded ; indeed,  we  think,  by  proper  management,  it  might 
be  made  to  contain  many  more  inmates,  as  some  wards  are  yet  quite  unoccupied. 
No  contracts  were  in  existence,  and  therefore  the  supplies  of  a most  defective 
description,  not  even  compensated  by  cheapness  in  price ; and  the  deliveries  of 
some  articles  irregular,  and  opposed  to  the  convenience  of  the  establishment* 
No  amount  of  stores,  either  as  regards  food  or  clothing,  such  as  should  be,  to 
provide  against  temporary  embarrassment  arising  any  hour,  causing  much  evil. 
Any  property  there  was,  such  as  fuel  or  straw,  unprotected  from  waste.” 

757.  That  was  the  first  report? 

Yes.  It  then  goes  on  to  the  state  of  the  finances,  and  then  to  the  out-door 
relief. 

758.  Will  you  just  read  the  passage  relating  to  the  state  of  the  accounts  ? 

« Nothing  can  be  more  miserable  or  hopeless  than  the  aspect  of  the  accounts.” 
One  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  I may  say,  had  acted  for  many  years  as  clerk  of  the 

Union 
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Union  of  Magherafelt,  a well-managed  Union  in  this  respect,  and  lie  was  there- 
fore a good  judge  of  the  state  of  the  accounts. 

759.  Does  it  state,  what  boolcs  were  kept  at  all? 

“ Nothing  can  be  more  miserable  or  hopeless  than  the  aspect  of  the  accounts ; 
they  are  in  the  extremity  of  confusion,  a state  which  has  been  in  existence  from 
a period  many  months  past : the  master’s  books,  during  the  employment  of  a 
former  officer,  fell  altogether  into  arrear,  and,  of  course,  all  the  accounts  depen- 
dent on  them  ceased  to  be  kept.  The  present  master’s  accounts,  from  his  late 
illness,  were,  for  some  weeks  preceding  our  taking  charge,  left  unattended  to : 
lie  and  his  assistant  have  been  employed  during  the  past  week  in  bringing  them 
up  ; but  of  their  correctness  we  must  have  doubts,  as  materials  did  not  exist  for 
preparing  them  (from  the  defective  system  of  recording  transactions),  even  for 
that  recent  time.  The  accounts,  when  a former  clerk  and  master  were  in  office, 
can  never  be  made  to  represent  the  actual  transactions  of  the  Union — an  unfor- 
tunate circumstance,  both  in  connexion  with  the  economy  of  the  expenditure 
and  statistics.  The  waste  and  loss  of  Union  property  appear  to  have  been 
great ; but  it  is  impossible  ever  to  determine  the  extent  of  this  loss,  or,  indeed, 
to  draw  a correct  conclusion  of  any  kind,  where  accounts  are  to  be  assumed  as 
the  basis.” 


Alfred  Power,  Etg. 
lOlh  May  1850. 


760.  Is  there  auy  account  given  of  what  stock  was  in  the  house  ? 

There  is  no  mention  made  of  the  stock. 

761.  In  reference  to  that,  do  you  consider  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  to  see  that  the  accounts  were  kept  according  to  law  ? 

Y es  ; it  is  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  see  that  the  accounts  of 
their  officers  are  kept  properly. 

762.  That  is  to  say,  it  does  not  depend  solely  upon  the  clerk  to  keep  the 
minute-books  ? 

No,  it  ought  not  solely  to  depend  upon  him. 

763.  And  the  same  with  regard  to  the  master’s  book ; ought  not  that  also  to 
be  shown  to  the  Guardians  ; and  are  not  the  Guardians,  on  its  being  shown  to 
them,  bound  to  see  that  it  is  correct  ? 

They  are  ; those  books  should  be  produced  always  ; the  usual  course  is  to 
have  them  brought  by  the  clerk,  after  he  has  done  his  duty  in  checking  them, 
before  the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

764.  A committee  of  the  Board  ? 

Y'es  ; who  would,  if  necessary,  report  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

765.  Therefore,  if  you  found  any  case  like  that,  that  the  accounts  had  been 
for  a considerable  length  of  time  left  in  confusion,  and  the  wise  and  salutary 
checks  of  the  law  entirely  neglected,  as  in  the  case  you  have  described,  you 
could  have  no  hesitation  in  thinking  that  there  had  been  an  improper  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  in  the  execution  of  their  functions  ? 

No. 

766.  With  respect  to  the  ministerial  functions  of  the  clerk,  he  is  appointed 
independently  of  the  Guardians,  is  he  not  ? 

The  clerk  is  appointed  by  the  Guardians. 

767.  Then  he  is  not  removable  by  them,  is  he  ? 

All  the  officers  whatever  are  removable  by  the  Commissioners.  The  Com- 
missioners have  in  their  orders  placed  the  power  of  removal  of  some  of  the 
inferior  officers  in  Boards  of  Guardians,  but  the  clerk  is  not  one  of  them  ; and 
several  other  superior  officers  are  not  removable  directly  by  the  Guardians. 

768.  Practically,  if  you  received  from  any  Board  of  Guardians  a complaint 
that  the  clerk  had  not  done  his  duty,  and  from  the  information,  and  the  evidence 
tendered  to  you,  you  found  that  that  was  the  case,  and  that  the  duty  had  been 
so  neglected,  would  you  not  at  once  act  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Guar- 
dians, and  remove  an  officer  who  had  so  misconducted  himself? 

Undoubtedly. 

769.  What  means  have  the  Guardians  of  testing  the  correctness  of  the 
master’s  hook  during  the  current  week  between  Board-day  and  Board-day^ 
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The  process  is  gone  through  by  the  clerk ; the  minute  process  of  checking 
the  hooks  is  done  by  him,  and  he  initials  them  as  having  been  checked.  You 
could  hardly  expect  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  go  through  that  minute  process  ; 
the  process  is  prescribed  as  part  of  the  duties  of  the  clerk  in  a regulation  of  the 
Commissioners. 

770.  Suppose  a case  of  collusion  between  a contractor  and  the  master,  in 
which  short  weight  had  been  delivered,  how  would  that  be  discovered,  or  could 
it  be  well  discovered,  either  by  the  clerk  when  auditing  the  books,  or  a committee 
of  the  Board  when  examining  the  accounts  ? 

There  would  be  found  a deficiency  in  the  amount  of  stock  whenever  stock  was  . 
taken. 

771.  At  once? 

Yes,  without  doubt,  if  the  books  had  been  correctly  kept  in  the  meantime  ; 
but  it  would  depend  upon  that.  The  books,  without  any  fraud,  may  be  allowed 
to  go  into  an  irregular  state ; that  is,  there  may  be  more  persons  charged  for 
than  there  are  in  the  house  ; or  the  reverse  may  happen.  There  may  be  fewer 
persons  charged  for  than  there  ought  to  be ; and  sometimes  it  occurs,  on  taking 
stock,  that  there  is  more  found,  and  sometimes  less  than  there  ought  to  be, 
according-  to  the  keeping  of  the  books. 

772.  Would  it  follow  as  a matter  of  course  that  such  incorrectness  would  be 
discovered  by  the  Guardians  were  they  to  do  their  duty  ? 

If  the  clerk  did  his  duty,  I apprehend  that  it  should  be  discovered. 

773.  But  do  not  you  consider  it  to  be  one  of  the  duties  of  a Board  of  Guar- 
dians like  that  which  was  superseded,  to  make  an  examination  of  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  the  regular  supplies  to  the  house  ? 

Undoubtedly. 

774.  They  are  bound,  if  they  perform  their  duties,  to  see  that  the  food  is 
of  good  quality,  and  that  the  deliveries  are  according  to  the  sample,  are  they 
not? 

That  is  the  particular  duty  of  the  Visiting  Committee. 

775.  Do  you  conceive  it  possible,  if  a Board  of  Guardians  does  its  duty,  as 
you  have  a right  in  your  office  to  expect  that  they  will,  according  to  law,  that 
for  a long  period  of  time  a supply  of  coal  should  be  delivered,  charging  every 
ton  at  28  cwt.,  without  the  discovery  of  a fraud  of  that  description  by  the  Board 
of  Guardians  ? 

It  seems  very  extraordinary  that  such  a fraud  as  that  should  pass  without 
discovery. 

776.  And  be  continued  ? 

Yes. 

777.  Of  course  all  the  duties  which  ought  to  be  performed  by  the  Visiting 
Committee,  or  the  committee  of  the  elected  Board,  devolved  necessarily  upon 
the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

They  do. 

778.  After  the  Vice-Guardians  came  into  office,  have  you  any  Returns  to 
show  the  amount  that  they  expended  in  putting  the  workhouse  in  order  ; or  what 
were  the  steps  they  first  took  on  coming  into  office  ? 

Yes;  I have  a series  of  papers,  commencing  from  the  31st  of  January  1848. 
— [The  same  is  handed  i».] 

779.  This  is  a report  of  the  state  in  which  they  found  the  workhouse  ? 

Yes. 

780.  Tire  documents  would  show  the  steps  they  took  with  regard  to  putting 
the  workhouse  into  order,  would  they  not  ? 

Yes,  they  would. 

781.  Have  you  any  documents  of  that  sort  ? 

Yes. 

782.  And  also  with  regard  to  the  expenditure  that  they  incurred  in  doing  it  ? 

Yes  ; providing  additional  accommodation  was  an  important  part  of  their 

•duty ; and  in  doing  this,  they  incurred  a considerable  amount  of  expense.  I 

have 
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have  extracts  relating  solely  to  that  subject,  showing  how  the  accommodation 
increased  from  time  to  time ; and  I see  that  in  the  audited  accounts  of  the  first 
half  year,  there  is  1,000/.  put  down  as  the  extent  of  expenditure  in  repairing 
and  fitting-up  additional  workhouses. — [Some  other  documents  arc  handed  in.] 

783.  Have  you  also  an  account  of  the  state  of  the  rates  struck,  and  the 
amounts  collected,  during  their  period  of  office  ? 

Yes,  I have.  These  printed  papers  carry  down  the  correspondence  of  the 
Union  to  February  1849.  I have  merely  put  together  what  has  been  already 
printed. — [The  same  are  handed  in.] 

784.  These  are  in  relation  to  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

Yes. 

785.  Are  there  any  reports  from  the  Inspector ; who  was  the  temporary 
Inspector  ? 

Captain  Wynne  continued  to  be  temporary  Inspector.  Those  reports  ar  given 
likewise. 

786.  Captain  Wynne’s  reports  are  included  ? 

Yes. 

787.  Who  was  the  permanent  Inspector  then,  in  the  place  of  Colonel  Clarke  ? 

Mr.  Flanagan  was  the  permanent  Inspector. 

788.  Are  there  any  reports  of  his  ? 

N one. 

789.  He  made  no  reports  ? 

He  may  have  made  occasional  reports ; he  did  so,  undoubtedly ; but  those 
were  not  printed,  and  therefore  I have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  include 
them. 

790.  Have  you  any  other  papers  showing  the  state  of  the  Union  during  the 
period  of  the  Vice -Guardians  being  in  office  ? 

The  printed  reports  come  down  to  February  1849,  and  then  stop ; but  there 
is  an  interval  from  that  time,  I find,  down  to  the  1st  of  September  (I  do  not 
know  why  the  series  stops  here),  which  is  made  up  with  the  weekly  reports  of 
the  Vice-Guardians,  showing  what  they  had  been  doing  every  day that  is  an 
important  series ; it  comprises  the  exact  period  during  which  the  two  last  Vice- 
Guardians,  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Mortimer,  were  in  office ; it  does  not  go 
beyond  the  1st  of  September,  but  there  are  diaries  up  to  that  date. — [The  same 
are  handed  in.] — I will  read  a passage  to  the  Committee  : “ The  Vice-Guardians 
inspected  the  supplies,  and  found  some  of  the  meal  issued  by  the  contractor  not 
-according  to  sample,  which  was  returned,  and  the  expense  charged  to  the  con- 
tractor.” Afterwards,  “ Examined  the  several  books  of  the  master  and  clerk, 
which  were  correct,  and  made  up  to  the  previous  Saturday.”  Here  is  one  entry 
which  struck  me  in  reference  to  some  statement  in  the  Petition  : tc  The  Vice- 
Guardians  inspected  the  supplies,  and  found  the  milk  bad  ; they  returned  it, 
and  purchased  good  milk  in  place  thereof,  which  was  charged  to  the  contractor;” 
and  the  next  day,  “ The  Vice-Guardians  inspected  the  supplies,  and  found  the 
milk  bad,  and  returned  it,  and  purchased  good  milk  in  place  thereof,  which  was 
charged  to  the  contractor’s  account.”  Again  they  say,  “ The  Guardians  in- 
■ spected  the  supplies,  which  were  correct ; afterwards  inspected  the  several  books 
of  the  clerk  and  master,  which  were  made  up  to  the  previous  Saturday,  and 
.found  correct.” 

791.  You  consider  all  that  supervision  of  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
supplies  to  have  been  part  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  Guardians,  and  which 
.they  could  not  have  intermitted  without  prejudice  to  the  public  service,  and 
without  a desertion  of  their  own  obvious  duties  ? 

Certainly,  it  is  part  ot  their  duty.  Another  class  of  entries  in  these  reports 
is,  “ Journeys  on  the  business  ot  the  Union;”  and  they  are  described  as  made 
for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  auxiliary  workhouses,  and  to  attend  at  the 
different  depots,  to  submit  the  list  of  the  recipients  of  relief  to  the  rate-payers.” 
Those  are  often  described  as  the  objects  of  the  journeys  given  in  that  report. — 
[The  same  are  handed  in.] 

(170.  3.)  i 3 792.  These 


Alfred  Pffuier,  Etq. 
loth  May  1850. 
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Alfred  Power,  Esq. 
10th  May  1850. 


792.  These  contain  an  exact  diary  of  their  proceedings  up  to  a certain  date? 

Up  to  the  1st  of  September. 

793.  When  did  Captain  Haymes  come  into  office? 

He  came  into  office  in  October  1849. 

794.  "What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  peculiar  duties  of  a temporary  In- 
spector ? 

Both  the  duties  and  the  power  of  a temporary  Inspector  are  the  same  as  those 
of  a permanent  Inspector ; he  is  expected,  having  the  charge  of  only  one  or  two 
Unions,  to  devote  his  attention  more  minutely  to  the  management  of  each 
Union ; he  should  see  that  the  several  officers  of  the  Union  are  doing  their  duty 
in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Commissioners,  and  the  orders  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians;  he  should  see  that  the  workhouse  is  kept  in  proper  order 
with  regard  to  classification,  ventilation  and  cleanliness;  and  his  duty  is  to 
report  on  any  occasion  to  the  Commissioners,  when  he  thinks  the  exercise  of 
their  powers  is  necessary,  or  when  there  is  any  difficulty  or  any  matter  of  serious 
importance  which  he  thinks  ought  to  be  laid  before  them. 

795.  Has  he  any  right  to  interfere  with  the  list  of  paupers  ? 

Certainly  not ; he  has  very  few  executive  powers.  Almost  the  only  one  is 
the  power  of  summoning  witnesses,  and  examining  them  upon  oath. 

796.  Has  he  no  right  to  require  that  a person  should  be  put  upon  the  register 
for  out-door  relief? 

Certainly  not ; he  has  no  such  power. 

797.  The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  themselves,  whose  officer  he  is,  possess 
no  such  power,  do  they? 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  themselves  possess  no  such  powers,  hut,  on 
the  contrary,  are  expressly  prohibited  from  interfering  to  order  relief  in  any 
individual  case. 

798.  He  is  appointed  by  you,  and  reports  to  you  ? 

Yes. 

799.  If  he  found  that  the  Vice-Guardians,  or  the  paid  Guardians,  of  any  one 
district  were  conducting  the  workhouse,  either  in  a manner  contrary  to  law  or 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  poor,  or  injurious  to  the  property  of  the 
district,  would  it  not  be  his  duty  to  report  that  to  you  ? 

It  would. 

800.  What  would  you  do  with  such  a report  when  you  received  it  ? 

We  should  deal  with  it  according  to  its  contents. 

801.  Would  the  course,  which  is  not  an  unusual  one,  and,  perhaps,  the 
common  one,  be,  to  send  it  down  for  the  observations  of  the  persons  locally 
concerned,  and  whose  conduct  was  impugned  ? 

Yes ; we  should  call  for  an  explanation. 

802.  Have  you  put  in  all  the  reports  of  Captain  Wynne  already  ? 

I have  put  in  some. 

803.  Have  you  put  in  the  last  report  before  he  went  out  of  office  ? 

N ot  yet. 

804.  Did  he  make  any  observations  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians? 

Yes;  Captain  Wynne,  in  April  1849  (I  think  it  was),  suggested  to  the 
Commissioners  the  expediency  of  changing  at  least  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians 
then  acting.  His  proposition  was,  that  one  at  least  of  the  Vice-Guardians 
should  be  removed  to  some  LTnion  of  less  difficulty  and  less  importance  than 
Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  that  he  should  be  replaced  by  some  Vice-Guardian  of 
more  energy  and  judgment  than  either  of  the  two  who  were  acting  there.  I think 
those  were  the  expressions,  and  it  was  under  contemplation  to  remove  Mr.  Mor- 
timer. 

805.  It  was  to  him  that  he  referred? 

We  rather  supposed  it  was  ; he  did  not  mention  which  Vice-Guardian  ; it  was 
under  consideration  to  remove  Mr.  Mortimer  but  it  resulted  finally  in  neither 

of 
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of  them  being  removed.  In  fact,  the  difficulty  of  finding  the  means  of  exchange 
were  very  great.  The  best  of  the  Vice- Guardians,  at  that  period,  were  engaged 
in  Unions  of  great  difficulty — to  say  the  least,  of  as  much  difficulty  and  im- 
portance as  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  the  appointment  of  new  persons  at  that 
period  was  a precarious  thing.  The  fact  is,  that  there  were  35  Unions  at  that 
time  under  Vice-Guardians,  and  70  officers  had  therefore  been  appointed,  and  it 
was  difficult  to  obtain  persons  in  whom  we  could  place  implicit  reliance ; we 
had  exhausted  the  list  of  very  eligible  candidates.  There  were  a great  mass  of 
candidates  for  the  office ; but  a line  had  been  made  of  this  nature,  to  select  only 
gentlemen  who  had  been  actively  concerned  in  the  administration  of  the  law, 
either  as  Guardians  or  Clerks  of  Unions,  or  who  had  served  in  the  Relief  Com- 
mission, under  Sir  John  Burgoyne  ; on  the  whole,  it  was  thought  better  to  keep 
at  Carrick-on-Shannon  those  Vice-Guardians  then  acting  there,  than  to  run  the 
risk  of  a change. 

806.  Was  not  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  qualified  persons  felt  by  you  to  be  so 
great  that  you  were  constrained,  and  constrained  at  times  reluctantly,  to  deprive 
many  Unions  of  their  valuable  Clerks  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  manage- 
ment of  Unions  under  Vice-Guardians  ? 

We  did  appoint  many  Clerks,  and  inconvenience  no  doubt  resulted  therefrom 
to  the  Unions  from  which  they  were  taken. 

807.  What  is  the  date  of  the  letter  recommending  the  removal  of  one  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  ? 

It  was  in  March  or  April  1849. 

808.  Will  you  produce  that  ? 

Yes — [producing  the  same.]— We  thought  from  subsequent  reports  of  Captain 
Wynne,  which  I will  now  put  in,  dated  May  and  June,  that  we  had  pursued, 
perhaps,  the  best  course  in  that  respect.  The  first  of  those  reports  in  May  is* 
unfavourable ; but  those  of  the  6th  of  June  and  13th  of  June  are  favourable 
reports  as  to  the  state  of  the  Union. — [The  same  are  handed  i«.] 

809.  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Mortimer  remaining  in  office  ? 

Yes. 

810.  The  Commissioners  did  not  write  to  Captain  Wynne  to  ascertain  to 
which  of  the  two  Vice-Guardians  he  particularly  referred  ? 

They  did  not ; from  his  report,  it  appeared  that  it  was  to  him  in  . fferent  which 
of  them  was  removed ; he  did  not  assign  any  thing  specific  against  either  of 
them. 

811.  Under  the  circumstances,  did  you  not  think  it  extraordinary  that  he 
should  recommend  the  removal  of  those  officers,  or  either  of  them  without 
assigning  any  motive  ? 

A/r^A/?^-358'511  r®asons>  Tbere  bad.  been  a previous  correspondence  regarding- 
Mr.  Mortimer,  and  some  proceeding  of  his  had  been  blamed  by  Captain  #vnne“ 
it  was  not  a very  important  case,  but  still  it  showed  some  want  of  judgment  • and 
on  receiving  the  subsequent  report  alluded  to,  though  it  did  not  specify  Mr  Mor 
timer,  we  took  into  consideration  the  removal  of  Mr.  Mortimer. 

812.  Was  there  any  complaint  made  against  the  clerk,  either  bvthe  Guardians 

or  by  the  inspector,  during  the  whole  of  the  period  of  the  Vice-Guardians  beimr 
in  officer  ° 

1 think  not,  during  the  time  the  Vice-Guardians  remained  in  office. 

813.  Neither  from  the  Inspector  nor  the  Vice-Guardians? 

I think  not. 

814.  Were  there  complaints  against  any  of  the  other  officers? 

I believe  that  there  were  from  time  to  time  as  to  some  of  the  officers:  some 
of  the  Relieving  Officers,  I think. 

815.  I mean  the  officers  of  the  workhouse:  was  the  master  complained 

against  ? r 

No,  I think  not. 

816.  Will  you  look  at  that  report—  [tie  same  being  handed  to  the  Witness}— 
and  say  whether  you  do  not  find  in  it  that  one  of  the  causes-indeed  the  maim 
*"?!;„  stfed  by  CaPtalu  Wynne  for  recommending  the  removal  of  the  Vice- 

(170a-'  >4  Guardians, 


Alfred  Porter,  Kb q. 
13th  M&y  1850. 
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■Alfred  Power,  Esj.  Guardians,  is  their  disagreement  with  the  officers  of  the  house,  and  the  want  o 
ioth  Ma~  18  concert  and  confidence  which  then  prevailed  ? 

ay  1 50.  Yes  ; but  there  was  more  than  that.  This  is  not  the  report  to  which  I referred  j 
there  was  a more  specific  report  previously. 


817.  Upon  the  face  of  this  report,  are  not  the  facts  as  I have  stated  ? 
Yes* 


818.  Were  there  any  specific  reports  with  regard  to  the  master,  or  any  of  the 
other  inferior  officers  of  the  house? 

I do  not  recollect  any. 

819.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  were  removed  ? 

No,  I am  not  aware. 


820.  To  what  extent  do  you  consider  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Vice- 
Guardians  extends  over  the  clerk  ? 

He  is  under  their  direction,  to  do  all  legal  acts  which  they  desire  him  to  do,, 
and  which  are  within  his  duty,  as  prescribed  by  the  orders  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

821.  The  Board  of  Guardians  have  the  power  of  suspension,  have  they  not,  in 
the  case  of  the  clerk? 

Yes. 

822.  And  they  have  an  unlimited  power  of  report  to  you  ? 

Y es ; these  are  the  next  reports  in  the  order  of  time — [/landing  in  the  same ] — 
after  those  of  Captain  Wynne’s,  which  are  important.  One  is  dated  the  30th  of 
September,  on  Captain  Wynne’s  leaving  the  Union,  and  the  other  is  the  report 
of  Captain  Haymes  on  taking  charge  of  the  Union,  dated  the  24th  of  October. 

823.  You  stated  that  Captain  Wynne’s  report  in  May  was  unfavourable ; 
and  in  June  that  they  were  favourable? 

Yes  , Captain  Wynne  made  two  reports  in  June  favourable. 

824.  The  first  of  these  reports  is  the  one  from  Captain  Wynne,  prior  to  his 
going  out  of  office,  is  it  not? 

There  is  a report  of  Captain  Wynne’s  just  before  leaving  office. 

825.  In  that  does  he  speak  favourably  of  the  state  of  the  'workhouse? 

He  says,  “ I have  felt  anxious,  at  the  close  of  my  official  connexion  with  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  and  Boyle  Unions,  to  ascertain  with  as  much  precision  as 
possible  their  present  state  and  future  prospects ; and  I have,  therefore,  for  the 
past  week  turned  my  attention  to  the  close  inspection  of  the  workhouses  and 
auxiliary  houses  of  both  Unions,  and  have  visited  the  district  as  generally  as 
time  would  permit.  As  regards  the  workhouses  and  auxiliaries,  the  result  has 
been  extremely  gratifying,  as  these  establishments  are  (in  my  opinion)  capable  of 
but  little  improvement,  without  incurring  an  expenditure  which  the  circum- 
stances of  the  Unions  would  not  justify.  Order,  discipline  and  classification  are 
strictly  observed.  Cleanliness  and  ventilation  are  equal  to  anything  I have  seen. 
The  clothing  and  bedding  are  remarkably  good  in  quality,  and  sufficient  in  quan- 
tity. The  dietary,  which  has  been  lately  improved  by  the  introduction  of  rye 
meal  bread,  is  good,  and  the  means  of  industrial  employment  have  been  abun- 
dantly provided,  of  a description  not  involving  a heavy  outlay,  which  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Unions  would  not  justify  the  Vice- Guardians  in  incurring.  Many 
of  the  inmates  have  made  considerable  proficiency  in  acquiring  trades,  and  in 
this  respect  I feel  assured  that  much  good  has  been  effected.  The  school 
department  has  undergone  considerable  improvement,  and  contains  at  present 
many  scholars,  male  and  female,  that  would  do  credit  to  any  establishment  in 
Ireland.” 

826.  That  was  Captain  Wynne’s  report  ? 

Yes. 

827.  What  time  elapses  between  Captain  Wynne’s  report  and  the  first 
report  of  Captain  Haymes  ? 

Captain  Wynne’s  report  was  dated  the  30th  of  September,  and  Captain 
Haymes’s  report  was  dated  the  24th  of  October. 

828.  How 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS  OF  CARRICK-ON-SHANNON  UNION.  73 

828.  How  does  Captain  Haymes’  report  with  regard  to  the  state  in  which  he  Alfred  Power,  Etq. 

found  the  workhouse  ? ’ 

“ The  workhouse  accommodation  in  this  Union  is  very  good,  though,  should  it  10th  May  lS5°* 
be  found  necessary,  it  might  be  extended.”  

829.  Does  he  state  anything  with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  house  ? 

Yes  ; he  says,  “I  am  pleased  to  be  enabled  to  state,  that  all  the  houses  are  in 
an  excellent  state  of  cleanliness  and  good  order,  well  ventilated,  and  every 
attention  paid  to  the  health  of  the  paupers.  The  officers  of  the  workhouse 
appear  to  be  generally  efficient  in  their  several  stations ; but  there  does  not 
appear  that  unanimity  of  feeling  and  purpose  among  them  so  essential  to  the 
maintenance  of  good  discipline  in  the  house ; and  the  result  of  this  was  too 
evident  on  Monday  last,  when  a large  number  of  women  refused  to  eat  then’ 
breakfast,  and  in  a most  tumultuous  manner  forced  the  doors,  and  quitted  the 
house : they  were  soon  brought  back  by  the  police,  and  three  of  the  local  magis- 
trates having  inquired  into  the  circumstances,  three  of  the  ringleaders  who  had 
excited  the  others  were  committed  to  prison,  to  be  tried  at  next  petty  sessions. 

Being  present  at  the  examination,  enough  of  the  hidden  truth  was  elicited  to 
convince  me  that  the  chief  cause  of  this  disorder  arose  from  this  want  of  unani- 
mity amongst  the  officers.  I,  therefore,  suggested  to  the  Vice-Guardians  the 
necessity  of  having  all  the  officers  of  the  house  before  them  at  once,  to  point  out 
the  result  of  their  conduct,  and  to  admonish  them  ; this  was  adopted,  and  I trust 
will  have  a good  effect,  as  since  that  day  there  is  an  evident  change  for  the 
better.” 

830.  Those  officers  were  appointed  by  the  Vice- Guardians,  were  they  not? 

They  were.  He  goes  on  to  say  : “ In  conclusion,  the  sanitary  condition  of 

the  house  is  a subject  for  congratulation,  there  being  very  few  sick,  and  the 
deaths  averaging  two  per  week  for  some  time  past.” 

831.  Is  that  the  only  report  from  Captain  Haymes  ? 

This  is  the  first  report,  just  after  he  had  taken  charge. 

832.  Are  there  any  other  reports  of  Captain  Haymes  before  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians were  removed  ? 

No ; they  were  removed  on  the  1st  of  November. 

833.  This  is  the  only  report  from  Captain  Haymes  with  regard  to  the  state  of 
the  house  under  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

That  is  the  only  report  from  Captain  Haymes  of  which  I am  aware. 

834.  Will  you  refer  to  the  next  report  in  succession  ? 

The  first  communication  that  we  had  from  Captain  Haymes,  after  the  resto- 
ration of  the  elected  Board,  was  a report  upon  certain  complaints  which^were 
made  by  Lord  Westmeath,  on  the  subject  of  the  contracts  for  supplies,  and 
Mr.  Robinson’s  debts.  The  two  complaints  were  included  in  the  same  commu- 
nication, and  were  inquired  into  at  the  same  time,  and  reported  upon  at  the 
same  time,  by  Captain  Haymes.  The  contracts  for  supplies  were  mentioned  in 
the  Petition — I mean,  as  to  the  Vice-Guardians  making  contracts,  or  endea- 
vouring to  make  them,  on  the  31st  October,  the  day  before  they  left  the  Union; 
but  the  contracts  which  they  did  make  were  annulled  for  want  of  due  notice. 

This  is  the  correspondence  on  those  points.-  - [The  same  is  handed  zw.] 

835.  In  that  respect  was  it  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  make  those 
contracts  the  day  before  they  went  out,  binding  the  Union? 

It  seems  to  have  been  a very  extraordinary  step ; it  was  competent  to  them 
to  do  it,  provided  they  had  given  sufficient  notice  ; but  it  seemed  very  strange. 

836.  Was  sufficient  notice  given? 

No ; due  notice  was  not  given,  and  we  annulled  the  contracts  on  that 
ground. 

837.  For  what  alleged  reason  could  they  have  made  those  contracts,  as  they 
were  only  to  be  binding  after  they  had  gone  out  of  office  ? 

They  had  one  of  the  circulars,  which  we  addressed  in  August  to  Vice-Guar- 
dians generally,  desiring  them  to  take  care  when  they  left,  office,  on  the  1st  of 
November,  that  they  left  a good  stock  of  bedding  and  clothing ; and  pointing  out 
that  that  was  a most  important  point  for  them  to  attend  to.  That  circular  they 
(170.3.)  K misinterpreted ; 
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Alfred  Power,  Esq.  misinterpreted ; I think  there  was  not  a word  in  it  about  making  new  contracts, 

and  there  was  no  necessity  to  make  new  contracts  just  before  they  left  office  in 

10th  May  1850.  order  to  do  that. 

838.  Was  there  any  statement  with  regard  to  the  amount  of  stock  in  the 
house  on  the  31st  of  October  ? 

No  ; the  usual  time  for  taking  stock  is  at  the  end  of  the  half  year. 

839.  The  Vice-Guardians  went  then  out  of  office,  did  they  not  ? 

Yes. 

840.  When  the  Vice-Guardians  went  out  of  office,  was  there  any  means  what- 
ever of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  stock  that  they  bad  left  on  hand  ? 

There  were  means  of  ascertaining  in  the  master's  books. 

841.  But  there  was  no  return  of  that  ? 

No ; the  Vice-Guardians  not  being  immediately  in  the  custody  of  the  stores 
stock,  would  not  naturally  be  taken  unless  the  Board  of  Guardians  had  chosen 
to  take  that  step.  When  a new  master  comes  in,  he  invariably  takes  stock  of 
what  is  committed  to  his  charge. — [A  Letter  is  handed  *».] — That  shows  the 
"round  on  which  the  contracts  were  annulled,  and  the  circular  on  which  I believe 
the  Vice-Guardians  were  disposed  to  defend  themselves ; they  said  that  it  was  by 
our  instruction  that  they  did  it. 

S42.  Will  you  state  whether,  before  the  Guardians,  either  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians or  elected  Guardians,  advertise  for  new  contracts,  the  first  step  is  not  to 
ascertain  what  supplies  they  have  on  hand,  in  order  to  see  to  what  extent  the 
new  contracts  ought  to  go  ? 

Yes. 

843.  Was  this  same  interpretation  or  misinterpretation  of  your  circular,  the 
policy  and  the  propriety  of  which  are  obviously  peculiar  to  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union,  or  was  the  same  mistaken  interpretation  not  put  upon  it  else- 
where? 

I did  not  hear  of  the  same  interpretation  elsewhere. 

844.  Was  not  an  interpretation  put  upon  the  duties  of  Vice-Guardians  in 
more  instances  than  one,  which  led  them  just  before  their  supersession  to  impose 
new  rates  ? 

Yes,  there  was,  and  I believe  founded  upon  the  same  circular. 

845.  For  instance,  in  the  case  of  Listowel,  where  a very  heavy  rate  was  imposed 
by  the  Vice- Guardians  just  prior  to  their  removal,  did  you  not  act  in  the  same 
wav  to  bring  that  rate  under  the  supervision  of  the  elected  Guardians,  when, 
they  came  into  office  ? 

1 cannot  call  to  mind  the  circumstances  of  the  Listowel  case,  but  the  same 
thing  took  place  at  Carrick-on-Shannon.  The  Vice- Guardians  were  going  to 
make  rates  at  the  time  they  had  10,000/.  in  arrears  uncollected;  the  Marquis 
of  Westmeath  wrote  to  us  about  it,  and  we  stopped  it. 

846.  Did  you  approve  of  the  suspension  of  the  rate,  when  there  was  that 
amount  uncollected  ? 

Certainly;  I have  here  the  correspondence  relating  to  that,  which  I will 
put  in. 

847.  With  regard  to  annulling  the  contracts  and  suspending  the  rates? 

Yes, — [ The  same  is  handed  in.] 

848.  Was  there  any  other  correspondence  with  regard  to  contracts  between 
the  Clerk  of  the  Union  and  the  Commissioners,  complaining  that  contracts  were 
issued  without  bonds  and  security  being  entered  into  ? 

Yes. 

849.  On  that  occasion  wTas  a complaint  brought  against  the  Vice-Guardians  by 
the  clerk  ? 

I think  a resolution  wTas  proposed  by  the  Marquis  of  Westmeath,  and  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  which  brought  that  subject  to  our  notice  first. 

850.  It 
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850.  It  was  not  till  after  the  Local  Board  had  come  in  that  you  were  aware  Alfred  Power,  Esq. 
that  such  had  been  the  case  ? 


No. 


loth  May  1850. 


851.  There  had  been  no  statement  made  to  you  at  all  by  the  clerk  of  the 
Union  prior  to  the  Local  Board  coming  in  ? 

Not  on  that  subject.  We  directed  an  inquiry  into  it  by  Captain  Haymes,  and 
addressed  a letter  to  the  Board  of  Vice- Guardians,  expressing  our  entire  dis- 
approval of  the  proceeding. 

852.  Did  you  address  the  clerk  at  all  with  regard  to  his  conduct  ? 

The  clerk's  conduct  was  in  question  on  that  occasion  ; and  we  expressed  this 
opinion  regarding  the  clerk,  that  he  should  be  reprimanded  for  having  counter- 
signed the  warrants  to  the  Collectors  before  the  bonds  had  been  executed ; but 
as  he  had  shown  in  his  evidence  that  he  had  many  times  brought  the  subject 
before  the  Vice-Guardians,  we  thought  that  was  sufficient  as  to  him. 

853.  In  your  opinion,  the  blame  rested  chiefly  with  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

Certainly ; and  to  show  the  difference  between  one  Vice-Guardian  and  another 

in  that  respect,  in  looking  over  the  early  correspondence  of  Messrs.  Duncan  and 
O’Reilly,  it  appears  that  they  complained  bitterly  of  the  delay  they  were  exposed 
to,  by  not  being  able  to  get  the  bonds  and  sureties  signed  ; and  they  waited  to 
have  the  bonds  signed  before  the  warrants  were  delivered,  although  they  were 
in  a very  embarrassed  state  for  want  of  funds.  It  is  certainly  an  essential  point 
to  have  the  bonds  signed  before  the  warrants  are  delivered. 

854.  Do  you  hold  the  clerk  free  from  blame  for  having  countersigned  those 
warrants  when  he  knew  the  bonds  ought  to  have  been  perfected  before  ? 

No,  we  thought  that  he  should  be  reprimanded  ; but  as  he  had  shown  satis- 
factorily by  his  own  evidence,  and  that  of  other  parties,  that  he  had  frequently 
urged  the  proper  course  upon  the  Vice-Guardians,  we  thought  that  the  reprimand 
was  sufficient. 


855.  In  point  of  fact,  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  that  particular  was  inde- 
pendent of  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? 

Yes  ; but  it  has  been  considered  that  he  is  an  officer  generally  under  the 
influence  and  direction  of  the  Guardians. 


856.  And  that  they  have  the  power  of  suspending  him  ? 

They  have  the  power  of  suspending  him. 

857.  Was  it  made  known  to  you  at  that  time  that  the  clerk  had  tendered  a 
written  report  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  remonstrating  upon  the  impropriety  of 
delivering  the  warrants  without  the  bonds  being  first  perfected  ? 

I do  not  recollect  a written  report ; but  in  the  evidence  that  was  given  in 
Captain  Haymes’s  inquiry  upon  the  subject,  there  are  verbal  depositions  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  done.  I do  not  recollect  a written  report. 

85S.  Supposing  the  fact  to  be,  that  the  clerk  made  a written  report  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  alleging  the  non-execution  of  the  bonds  and  securities,  and 
remonstrating  against  the  delivery  of  the  warrants  without  first  of  all  the  com- 
pletion and  execution  of  the  securities,  and  that  that  remonstrance  was  overruled 
by  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  the  report  itself  suppressed,  although  noted  upon  the 
rough  minutes  for  their  consideration  by  the  clerk ; should  you  consider  that 
those  Vice-Guardians  had  or  not  performed  their  duty  P 

It  would  be  a very  improper  course  of  proceeding  if  it  has  taken  place. 

859.  The  contracts  entered  into  by  the  Vice- Guardians  were  not  extravagant 
contracts,  were  they  ? 

I have  a statement  showing  what  those  contracts  were,  and  what  the  contracts 
were  which  were  actually  entered  into  subsequently  by  the  Board  of  Guardians ; 
and  I think  the  comparison  is  in  favour  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  I do  not 
know  whether  there  was  any  difference  of  prices ; there  is  no  very  remarkable 
difference  between  the  two  sets  of  contracts. 

860.  There  would  be  some  difference  from  the  difference  of  prices,  would 
there  not  ? 

There  may  have  been  ; the  periods  were  October  1849  and  February  1850 ; 
one  set  of  contracts  were  at  one  period,  and  the  other  at  the  other  period ; I am 
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Alfred  Power,  Esq.  not  aware  whether  there  was  much  decrease  in  prices  at  that  time.  There  is 
— — ■ another  paper  relating  to  the  contracts.  A statement  of  contracts  made  during 
loth  May  1850.  the  period  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in  office,  giving  also  the  averages 
throughout  Ireland  at  that  time,  showing  to  the  disadvantage  of  Carrick-on- 
Shannon,  as  compared  with  the  other  Unions  in  Ireland ; but  J think  not  beyond 
the  degree  that  might  fairly  be  expected,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  a 
distressed  Union,  and  in  want  of  credit. — [The  documents  referred  to  are 
handed  in.] 

861.  I observe  by  a Return  made  from  your  office  to  Parliament,  that  there 
have  been  a variety  of  legal  proceedings  taken  ; writs  issued  and  executions  sued 
out  against  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  ; would  not  those  proceedings  neces- 
sarily enhance  the  prices  at  which  all  supplies  were  to  be  obtained  ? 

Very  seriously.  A state  of  debt  even  without  those  proceedings  enhances 
the  prices  of  contracts. 

862.  But  when,  as  in  this  instance,  in  January  1849,  there  was  one  writ  of 
876 Z.,  another  in  February  for  51/.  lls.,  a second  in  February  for  50/.,  in  the 
month  of  November  one  for  695/.,  a second  for  99/.,  a third  for  1,784/.,  a fourth 
for  1,770/.,  and  a fifth  for  51/.  14j.  7 d.,  must  not  the  enhancement  of  the  prices 
have  been  considerable  indeed  consequent  upon  those  proceedings  ? 

I think  very  probably  so. 

863.  Were  not  contracts  sometimes  entered  into,  accompanied  with  penalties 
in  cases  of  the  non-performance  of  conditions,  which  added  very  greatly  to  the 
price  ? 

It  was  so  in  some  instances,  but  it  was  not  the  case  at  Carrick-on-Shannon. 

864.  Taking  those  cases  into  account,  has  there  not  been  an  increase  over 
and  above  the  market  value  of  the  articles  as  they  might  be  procured  for  ready 
money  in  some  instances  of  from  20  to  30  per  cent.  ? 

I have  no  doubt  that  there  has  been  a great  enhancement  of  the  prices. 

865.  Will  you  state  whether  this  Return  of  the  writs  and  executions  issued 
against  Carrick-on-Shannon  took  place  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians? 

There  are  some,  I think,  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians ; but  if  this 
Return  is  correct,  others  would  be  after  the  restoration  of  ihe  Local  Board. 

866.  Were  these  proceedings  for  debts  which  had  been  previously  contracted 
during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

Very  probably. 

867.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it  ? 

It  does  not  appear  certain  that  that  would  be  the  case.  When  the  Vice- 
Guardians  first  came  into  office,  there  were  debts  in  which  legal  process  had 
been  already  taken  against  the  former  Board  of  Guardians. 

868.  Will  you  state  what  the  debt  was  that  was  left  in  the  Union  by  the 
Vice-Guardians  when  they  went  out  of  office  ? 

According  to  the  Returns  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Union,  which  were  returned  to 
Parliament,  the  debt  when  the  Vice-Guardians  were  first  appointed  was  3,464/., 
and  when  the  Vice-Guardians  went  out  of  office,  5,215  /. 

869.  The  whole  of  these  legal  proceedings  having  taken  place  in  November, 
and  the  bulk  of  these  heavy  executions,  namely,  695/.,  99/.,  1,784/.,  1,770/.’ 
and  51/.  having  being  run  to  execution  in  the  month  of  November,  and  there 
having  been  a debt  left  of  5,215/.  at  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  going  out 
of  office,  have  you  any  doubt  that  those  proceedings  were  for  the  recoverv  of 
that  debt  ? 

Your  Lordship  says  that  they  were  run  to  execution,  but  I apprehend  the 
debts  were  not  satisfied  in  that  way.  I do  not  believe  one  of  them  was,  and 
therefore  there  may  have  been  a portion  of  the  old  debts  which  remained. 

870.  My  question  was,  were  those  executions  for  a debt  contracted  under  the 
Vice-Guardians’  administration,  who  had  gone  out  of  office  in  November,  or 
were  they  for  debts  contracted  by  the  elected  Guardians  who  came  into  office  ? 

I think  it  probable  that  the  old  debts  had  been  most  of  them  paid  off  by  the 
Vice-Guardians,  and  those  were  executions  for  new  debts  incurred  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians  ; I think  it  probable,  but  I do  not  know  that  the  fact  was  so. 

871,  And 
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871.  And  not  for  debts  contracted  by  the  present  Board  ? 

Certainly  not. 

872.  Were  there  any  complaints  made  with  regard  to  the  Collectors  bein» 
appointed  without  entering  into  bonds,  and  that  they  received  a very  high 
poundage  ? 

There  was  an  inquiry  into  the  complaints  preferred  by  the  Marquis  of  West- 
meath, and  I will  hand  in  this  correspondence. — [The  same  is  handed  in.] 


Alfred,  Pouer,  Esq . 
10th  May  1850. 


S73.  Do  you  recollect  reducing  the  poundage  upon  one  or  two  officers,  at  my 
suggestion  ? 

We  corresponded  with  the  Vice- Guardians  upon  that  subject,  and  I think  the 
poundage  was  reduced  in  some  cases. 


874.  Had  you  any  correspondence  with  Mr.  Kirkwood  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Inspector  ? 

Yes. 


875.  What  were  the  steps  taken  by  the  Commissioners  on  receiving  the 
report  of  Colonel  Clarke  with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse  ? 

The  Commissioners  addressed  Captain  Haymes  on  the  subject,  and  they  like- 
wise addressed  the  Board  of  Guardians.  There  are  two  letters  in  this  series  ; 
the  first  is  to  Captain  Haymes,  and  the  substance  of  it  is  a reflection  upon 
Captain  Haymes,  on  account  of  the  Commissioners  not  having  been  informed  of 
the  state  of  the  workhouse  during  the  time  he  had  been  in  office-  Captain 
Haymes  had,  I believe,  exerted  himself  very  much  to  remedy  the  abuses,  and 
had  used  all  his  influence,  as  he  states,  with  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  correct  what  was  going  on  wrong ; but  we  thought  he 
should  not  have  satisfied  himself  with  this,  unless  he  had  succeeded ; and  that 
in  any  case  where  such  abuses  as  those  brought  to  light  by  Mr.  Phelan  in  his 
report,  and  by  Colonel  Clarke’s  report,  existed,  the  Inspector  did  not  discharge 
his  duty  properly  without  bringing  them  under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners 
expressly,  and  a letter  to  that  effect  was  addressed  to  Captain  Haymes. 

870.  Then  Captain  Haymes  reported  after  that,  did  he  not? 

He  reported  then  from  time  to  time. 

877.  Is  there  any  special  report  of  Captain  Haymes,  with  regard  to  the  state 
of  the  workhouse,  as  set  out  in  this  Petition  ? 

Yes;  after  we  received  a copy  of  the  Petition,  we  wrote  to  Captain  Haymes, 
and  requested  him  to  make  a report  to  us  upon  several  of  the  allegations  in  the 
Petition,  and  he  did  so. 

878.  Have  you  got  that  report? 

Yes. 

879.  Will  you  hand  it  in? 

Yes. — [ The  same  is  handed  £«.] 

880.  Will  you  take  it  upon  you  to  say  that  Captain  Haymes  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  all  the  matters  which  he  has  stated  in  his 
report  to  you  at  the  several  dates' to  which  his  report  relates? 

I cannot  take  upon  myself  to  answer  that  in  the  affirmative ; but  Captain 
Haymes,  himself,  reports,  that  he  brought  the  existing  abuses  before  the  Board 
of  Guardians  from  time  to  time,  and  endeavoured  to  procure,  through  them,  a 
correction  of  them ; he  states  that  in  his  report,  which  is  now  before  me. 

881.  The  existing  Board  of  Guardians? 

Yes. 

882.  Was  that  after  or  before  you  censured  him? 

I think  he  stated  it  both  before  and  after  ; I know  he  did  afterwards. 

883.  You  are  not  quite  so  sure  about  his  doing  so  before  ? 

No. 

884.  When  Captain  Haymes  succeeded  Captain  Wynne,  what  was  the  cause 
of  Captain  Wynne’s  being  removed? 

We  had,  I think,  38  temporary  Inspectors  allowed  to  us  by  the  Treasury  till 
the  30th  of  September,  and  at  that  time  a reduction  took  place  to  the  extent  of 
.20  ; that  number  was  reduced,  and  amongst  that  number  was  Captain  Wynne. 
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Alfred  Power,  Esq. 
10th  May  1850. 


885.  It  was  not  in  consequence  of  a report  with  regard  to  Captain  Wynne's 
conduct  as  an  Inspector  ? 

There  is  no  particular  report. 

886.  Certain  persons  were  selected  to  be  removed,  were  they  not  ? 

Yes. 


887.  What  was  the  full  number  you  had  of  temporary  Inspectors  before  the 
reduction  ? 

Thirty-eight. 

888.  They  were  reduced  to  18  ? 

Yes. 


889.  Did  you  not  naturally  and  justly  make  a selection  of  the  best  officers  to 
retain,  and  of  the  least  competent  officers  to  dismiss  ? 

We  certainly  endeavoured  to  retain  the  best  and  most  effective  officers. 

890.  Was  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wynne,  as  temporary  Inspector  of  Carrick- 
on-Shannon  Union,  such  as  to  give  you  confidence  in  the  administration  of  his 

functions  ? , , T , , , 

I must  confess  that  I think  he  was  a very  able  Inspector;  and  we  had  no 
specific  ground  on  which  to  complain  of  his  conduct  in  his  communications  with 
the  office,  or  in  the  way  in  which  he  discharged  his  duty  as  Inspector  of  the 
Union. 


891.  But  were  any  specific  complaints  made  against  him? 

Yes,  I think  there  were. 

892.  Did  you  investigate  those  complaints? 

Yes,  we  communicated  with  him  upon  them.  I recollect  a complaint  from 
the  Marquis  of  Westmeath,  one  which  related  to  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wynne, 
in  reference  to  a Collector  distraining  cattle  : an  explanation  was  required,  and 
his  Lordship  expressed  himself  satisfied. 

893.  Was  that  the  only  complaint? 

I do  not  recollect.  I am  not,  of  course,  adverting  to  Mr.  Kirkwood  s com- 
plaint ; there  was  his  complaint,  but  I do  not  recollect  any  other. 

894.  Had  you  a complaint  direct  from  Mr.  Kirkwood  ? 

Yes. 


895.  He  is  acting  Magistrate,  is  he  not? 

Yes;  he  is  ex-officio  Guardian. 

896.  Did  you  investigate  the  complaint  contained  in  Mr.  Kirkwood’s  com- 
munication ? 

No. 


897.  No  investigation  was  made  ? 
No. 


898.  Were  no  proceedings  taken  upon  it  at  all  ? 

The  letter  was  referred  to  Captain  Wynne,  and  his  observations  returned  upon 
it ; and  he  accompanied  that  letter  with  two  letters  that  he  had  received  from 
the  Roman  Catholic  Chaplain  and  the  Protestant  Chaplain  of  the  workhouse, 
with  reference  to  the  state  of  the  house,  the  letter  complaining  that  the  house 
was  a den  of  infamy ; he  returned  it  with  those  papers,  and  he  denied  the  charge 
against  himself : there  was  a charge  of  private  immorality  contained  in  that 
letter,  but  no  specific  charge  implying  abuse  of  office. 

S99.  Have  you  got  that  correspondence  ? 

It  is  here.—  {The  same  is  handed  in."] 


900.  Is  there  not  an  officer  superior  in  rank  to  Captain  Wynne,  the  perma- 
nent Inspector  ? 

The  permanent  Inspector  of  the  district  is  not  a superior  officer,  but  he  is  an 
officer  who  might  be  employed  in  investigating  the  conduct  of  another. 


901.  But  he  was  not  so  employed? 

No  inquiry  was  instituted. 

902.  Further 
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902.  Further  than  a reference  to  Captain  Wynne  himself,  and  the  conside-  Alfred  Power,  Etq. 

ration  of  such  written  documents  as  he  chose  to  furnish  ? 

That  was  all  that  was  done.  10th  May  1850. 

903.  What  was  your  reason  for  abstaining  from  any  inquiry  into  the  charge ; 
was  it  that  you  considered  it  a mere  personal  charge,  and  not  an  official 
one ? 

I am  not  able  to  state  specifically  what  the  considerations  were  on  which  that 
decision  was  come  to,  hut  there  is  a memorandum  by  Captain  Wynne,  upon 
returning  the  papers,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Kirkwood’s  letter,  and  the  letters  of 
the  Chaplains,  which  were  taken  into  consideration  when  an  answer  was  returned 
to  Mr.  Kirkwood ; but  no  investigation  was  directed. 

904.  What  was  the  date  of  that  transaction  ? 

I think  in  1848. 

905.  In  what  month  ? 

I rather  think  in  May. 

906.  Was  the  letter  of  Mr.  Kirkwood  by  you  communicated  to  Captain 
Wynne  ? 

The  letter  was  referred  by  the  Commissioners  to  Captain  Wynne. 

907.  Are  you  aware  whether  that  was  communicated  by  Captain  Wynne  to 
Mr.  Kirkwood '? 

Captain  Wynne  states  in  his  memorandum,  that  he  did  call  upon  Mr.  Kirk- 
wood with  that  letter. 

908.  That  was  in  the  year  1848  ? 

Yes. 

909.  When  did  Captain  Wynne  cease  to  be  an  Inspector  ? 

On  the  30th  of  September  1849. 

910.  Was  not  Mr.  Twistleton  the  Chief  Commissioner  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Kirk- 
wood’s correspondence  ? 

He  was  so. 

911.  Were  you  in  the  Commission  at  the  same  time  ? 

I was  in  the  service  of  the  Commission  as  Assistant  Commissioner. 

912.  Were  you  cognizant  of  that  correspondence? 

I was  not. 

913.  Until  when  were  you  not  cognizant  of  it  ? 

Until  the  Petition  directed  my  attention  to  it.  I would  mention  a letter,  dated 
the  3d  of  May  1850,  from  Captain  Wynne,  which  I think  I should  not  be  right  in 
withholding.  He  adverts  to  that  case,  and  enters  into  an  explanation  of  some 
circumstances,  and  concludes  with  a statement,  that  he  is  fully  prepared  to  prove 
the  truth  and  correctness  of  the  foregoing  statements ; and  lie  says,  “ I pledge 
myself  to  disprove  effectually,  by  satisfactory  evidence,  the  foul  charge  preferred 
against  me,  provided  I be  afforded  an  opportunity  to  do  so,  which  I trust  most 
confidently  you  will  obtain  for  me.” 

914.  There  was  no  statement  made  to  you  by  Captain  Wynne,  of  a wish  to 
postpone  the  inquiry,  or  of  any  difficulty  in  coming  forward  himself  as  a 
witness  ? 

No  such  statement ; on  the  contrary,  I have  here  some  correspondence  of  an 
earlier  date  with  Captain  Wynne,  in  which  he  requests  inquiry  at  the  hands  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

915.  Is  there  any  mention  in  those  papers  of  any  intention  on  his  part  to 
bring  the  matter  before  a Court  of  Justice? 

There  is  in  this  correspondence. 

916.  What  does  he  say  with  regard  to  that  ? 

One  of  the  letters  is  dated  the  24th  of  March,  and  he  there  states  that,  as  to 
his  private  character,  he  intends  to  bring  an  action ; and  as  to  his  public  character, 
he  requests  inquiry  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. — [The  correspondence 
referred  to  is  handed  in.] 

(170.  8.)  k 4 817-  In- 
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917.  In  continuation  of  the  reports  with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  Union  and 
the  workhouse,  have  you  Captain  Haymes’s  report  with  regard  to  the  allegations 
contained  in  the  Petition  ? 

I have. 

918.  And  that  comes  next  in  succession,  does  it  not? 

It  does. 

919.  Was  that  report  of  Captain  Haymes  prepared  in  consequence  of  any 
communication  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? 

It  was. 

920.  Have  you  got  a copy  of  the  communication  that  was  so  made  to  him? 

It  is  recited  here  in  the  beginning.  We  wrote  to  him,  sending  those  passages 
in  the  Petition,  and  asking  him  to  report. — [The  report  is  handed  in.] 

921.  Supposing  it  came  to  your  knowledge  that  the  Vice-Guardians,  acting 
under  your  authority,  had  been  in  the  habit  of  obtaining  supplies  from  the  con- 
tractors to  the  Union,  and  that  they  had  contracted  debts  with  those  contractors, 
and  had  been  subject  to  proceedings  in  the  local  courts  before  the  Assistant 
Barrister,  and  had  been  decreed ; should  you  consider  such  persons  to  be  fit  to' 
continue  in  the  administration  of  the  law  in  that  district  ? 

Every  case  of  that  nature  would  depend  upon  the  peculiar  circumstances ; 
you  cannot  expect  in  small  country  towns,  I think,  the  Vice-Guardians  to  abstain 
from  dealing  with  the  tradesmen  who  may  happen  to  be  employed  in  contracts  ; 
but  being  under  obligations  to  a contractor  in  any  shape  would  certainly  diminish 
the  confidence  of  the  Commissioners  in  the  Vice-Guardians.  The  nature  of 
the  case  must  be  considered,  and  if  there  was  anything  in  the  shape  of  corrup- 
tion, that  would,  of  course,  lead  to  his  removal.  The  question  of  his  continuance 
in  office  would  depend  upon  the  complexion  of  the  particular  case. 

922.  As  a general  principle,  do  not  you  consider  that,  in  order  to  exercise  a 
due  control  over  a contractor,  both  with  respect  to  the  quantity  and  the  quality 
of  his  supplies,  it  is  of  the  first  necessity  that  the  Guardians,  whether  Vice- 
Guardians  or  elected  Guardians,  should  be  independent  of  their  contractors  ? 

Certainly. 

923.  Then  if  either  the  one  class  or  the  other,  or  the  clerk,  or  any  others  of 
the  Poor  Law  authorities,  brought  in  contact  with  the  contractors,  are  found  to 
be  indebted  to  those  contractors,  and  subject  to  proceedings  of  an  adverse  kind 
in  the  courts  of  law,  should  you  feel  any  confidence  in  the  independent  action 
of  such  a Vice-Guardian  as  a check  and  control  over  the  government  of  the 
Union  ? 

I should  feel  diminished  confidence,  undoubtedly. 

924.  When  you  speak  of  a small  country  town,  with  a view  of  implying  that 
a man  must  necessarily  deal  within  a limited  circle  of  tradesmen,  should  you 
call  a county  town  a small  country  town  ? 

The  question  was  asked  me  generally  regarding  the  Unions  in  Ireland ; I did 
not  refer  particularly  to  Carrick-on-Shannon. 

925.  In  the  document  you  have  put  in,  the  report  of  Captain  Wvnne,  I think,, 
which  led  to  the  supersession  of  the  first  elected  Board  of  Guardians,  amongst 
the  motives  for  the  removal  are  stated  the  increased  debt  which  had  been 
incurred,  the  obligations  due  to  contractors,  and  the  legal  proceedings  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  contractors  for  the  recovery  of  their  debts  ; will  you  state 
whether  the  debt  was  not  greater,  whether  the  increase  of  the  debt  was  not 
more,  and  whether  the  legal  proceedings  taken  by  the  contractors  were  not 
greater  under  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  whether,  in  your  judgment,  there  was 
sufficient  cause  for  removing  the  previously  elected  Board  ? 

The  liabilities  were  greater,  and  I think  that  the  cause  of  embarrassment  had 
increased  in  some  degree.  There  is  this  difference  to  be  observed  between  any 
comparison  that  is  instituted,  that  the  first  set  of  debts  was  incurred  during  a 
period  of  comparatively  little  difficulty,  before  the  passing  of  the  Extension  Act, 
and  at  a time  when  provision  only  had  been  made  for  a whole  year  preceding, 
to  the  extent  of  3,000 1.  in  the  collection  of  rates  ; and  I should  say  that  those 
debts  and  those  legal  proceedings  were  unnecessarily  incurred,  if  due  exertion 
had  been  made  by  the  Board  of  Guardians ; but  as  regards  the  case  of  the  Vice- 

Guardians, 
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Guardians,  any  debts  which  had  been  incurred  had  been  incurred  during  a period  Alfred Pcmer,  Esj. 
of  unexampled  difficulty  and  embarrassment,  and  notwithstanding  the  great  — - 

exertions  which  had  been  made,  and  the  great  amount  of  taxation  which  had  Iolb  May  l85rt‘ 
been  put  upon  the  Union. 

926.  Was  not  there,  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  a great  amount 
of  assistance  given  from  extraneous  sources  to  relieve  the  condition  of  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  which  had  not  been  afforded  during  the  time  of 
the  first-elected  Guardians  ? 

It  was  so ; great  assistance  was  afforded  during  the  period  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians.  The  amount  was  1 7,000 1.  afforded  by  external  aid;  and  the 
amount  of  the  poor-rates  collected  during  that  time  was,  I think,  about 
20,000/. 

927.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  an  account  of  the  advances  made  for  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  under  the  12th  & 13th  of  Victoria,  from  the 
1st  of  May  1849  to  the  21st  of  May  of  the  same  year — [a  Return  being  shown 
to  the  Witness]  ? 

Yes;  I believe  that  paper  to  be  correctly  taken  from  the  Parliamentary 
Return.  I have  no  doubt  that  the  items  relating  to  Carrick-on- Shannon  are 
correct. 

928.  Does  that  Return  show  a total  of  6,333/.  advanced  between  May  and 
September  of  the  year  1849  ? 

Yes  ; I believe  it  to  be  correct. 


The  same  is  handed  in,  and  is  as  follows : 


Carrick-on-Shannon  - - - - 6,333  - - 


1849  : May  - - 1 
8 
10 
12 
16 
18 
23 
26 
31 

June  - - 7 


22 

30 

6 

13 

18 

July  - - 26 

August  - 3 

11 
17 
24 

September  10 


£.  s.  d. 
196  - - 
104  - - 
54  - - 
140  - - 
110  - - 
170  - - 
170  - - 
150  - - 
330  - - 
370  - - 
365  - - 
338  - - 
372  - - 
370  - - 
370  - - 
368  - - 
368  - - 
350  - - 
330  - - 
243  - - 
290  - - 
132  - - 


929.  In  addition  to  that,  there  was  an  increase  of  debt  which  you  have  already 
adverted  to,  of  a sum  of  about  5,000/.,  was  there  not? 

An  increase  of  something  under  2,000  Z. 

930.  That  debt  does  not  comprehend  the  amount  of  debt  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment, does  it? 

No. 

(170-30  L 931.  Are 
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931.  Are  there  any  other  papers  that  you  wish  to  put  in  ? 

I have  here  the  report  of  Captain  Haymes  ; the  last  report. 

932.  What  is  that  report  ? 

This  is  a report  hy  Captain  Haymes  upon  particular  passages  in  the  Petition. 

933.  Will  you  hand  it  in? 

[The  same  is  handed  in.'] 

934.  Were  there  any  emigrants  sent  from  Carrick-on-Shannon? 

Some  were  sent  to  Australia ; female  emigrants. 

935.  Orphans? 

Yes. 

936.  What  were  your  directions  generally  as  to  the  selection  of  those  ? 

The  selection  is  made  hy  the  Government  Emigration  Agent  mainly.  We 
sent  a letter  of  instruction  previously  to  the  Inspector  to  single  out  parties  for 
his  approval,  a copy  of  which,  I think,  is  before  Parliament  in  the  last  Annual 
Report. 

937.  Is  not  one  of  your  instructions  to  select  young  girls  of  good  character? 

Yes. 

938.  And  you  attach  importance  to  that  recommendation? 

No  doubt. 

939.  And  if  you  found  that  a person  was  selected  hy  one  of  your  officers  of  bad 
character,  and  known  to  be  such  to  that  officer,  should  you  think  that  a perver- 
sion of  official  power,  and  an  act  of  irregularity  ? 

Yes,  highly  improper. 

940.  You  consider,  no  doubt,  that  an  adequate  supply  of  water  is  essential 
and  indispensable  in  a poor-house  ? 

Undoubtedly. 

941.  In  one  of  the  earlier  reports  that  you  have  put  in,  there  is  particular 
stress  laid  upon  the  condition  of  the  well,  imputing  neglect  to  the  first  elected 
Board  of  Guardians  ; are  you  aware  whether  the  state  of  the  well  in  the  work- 
house  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  is  the  same  now  as  it  was  when  that  report  was 
made? 

I think  the  passage  in  the  Vice-Guardians’  report,  to  which  the  question 
refers,  relates  not  only  to  a defect  of  the  water,  but  the  bad  state  of  the  pump — 
the  neglected  state  of  the  pump.  I am  aware  that  there  has  always  been  a 
defect  of  water  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  workhouse  ; and  so  far,  apart 
from  any  neglect  of  the  machinery  connected  with  the  well,  there  can  be  no 
blame  imputed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

942.  You  are  aware  that  the  water  is  procured  from  the  River  Shannon,  in 
carts,  to  a great  extent  ? 

Yes. 

943.  And  that  that  is  the  state  of  things  still  ? 

Yes. 

944.  And  has  been  the  state  of  things  lately  ? 

Yes,  and  at  a great  expense.  Steps  are  now  taken,  which,  I hope,  will  remedy 
that  deficiency. 

945.  Have  you  not  had  similar  deficiencies,  with  respect  to  the  water  com- 
plained of,  in  other  workhouses  besides  Carrick-on-Shannon  P 

In  the  summer  there  is  sometimes  a defect  of  water ; they  complain  that  the 
arterial  drainage  has  rather  affected  it. 

946.  For  that,  the  Local  Guardians,  whether  Vice-Guardians  or  elected 
Guardians,  are  in  no  shape  responsible  ? 

No ; except  where  the  want  of  water  arises  from  a defect  of  the  machinery 
connected  with  raising  it. 

947.  In 
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947.  In  many  cases  has  not  the  deficiency  of  water  arisen  from  rao  t 
forethought,  or  foresight,  or  care  in  selecting  the  site  of  the  workhouses  * Alfred. Pmer,^. 

There  have  been  some  complaints  of  that  nature,  but  I should  say,  considerinsr  'oa>  May  >85°. 

the  immensely  increased  number  of  the  inmates  that  have  come  into X wo™®  — 

houses  and  the  great  demand  for  water  that  has  arisen  recently,  a good  dial  of 
the  defect  is  owing  to  change  of  circumstances  in  that  respect. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  to  To-morrow, 
One  o’clock. 


(170.S.) 
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Die  Sahbati,  11°  Mali  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 


ALFRED  POWER,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  further  examined  as  follows 

948.  IN  one  of  the  papers  which  you  put  in  yesterday,  namely,  the  Report  of  A'  P°JLi  ? 
Captain  Haymes,  with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  nth  May  1850. 

there  occurs  this  passage : “ It  appears  that  the  Vice-Guardians  had  much.  

difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies  of  various  kinds,  particularly  those  of  clothing 
and  necessaries  ; this  for  want  of  funds : that  Mrs.  Sidley,  a shopkeeper  of  this 
town,  was  the  only  person  found  to  supply  such  articles  on  credit : that  when 
advertisements  were  published,  and  tenders  sent  in,  Mrs.  Sidley  always  obtained 
the  preference,  in  consequence  of  the  Union  being  deeply  in  debt  to  her,  and  that 
her  prices,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  goods  delivered,  were  as  moderate  as 
any  other  tenders  sent  in  at  the  same  time.  Mrs.  Sidley  never  signed  a bond  as 
contractor,  although  regularly  declared  such.  The  clerk  states,  he  frequently 
called  on  her  managing  man  to  do  so,  who  as  constantly  replied,  that  ‘ he  had 
supplied  goods  for  a long  time,  and  to  a vast  amount,  to  Monill  Union,  and  had 
never  been  asked  to  sign  a bond.’  The  clerk  further  states,  he  called  the 
attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  subject  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Wynne, 
when  they  replied,  £ as  the  Union  was  indebted  to  Mrs.  Sidley  upwards  of  1,000/., 
it  was  quite  security  enough.’  I find  no  record  of  any  contracts  that,  under  the 
then  circumstances  of  the  Union,  could  be  considered  extravagant.”  On  receiv- 
ing this  Report,  did  you  take  any  other  steps  to  investigate  the  circumstances 
contained  in  that  portion  of  the  Report  which  I have  read,  regarding  the 
difficulties  of  obtaining  supplies,  and  the  reasons  alleged  for  the  preference 
given  to  Mrs.  Sidley  ? 

No,  we  took  no  such  step. 

949.  You  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  explanation  that  was  given? 

I am  not  prepared  to  say  that,  but  I do  not  see  the  purpose  of  our  prosecuting 
such  an  inquiry. 

950.  Did  the  local  Board  then  continue  the  same  practices,  such  as  per- 
mitting contracts  without  any  bonds  being  entered  into? 

We  had  no  reason  to  think  so  at  all. 

951.  Do  you  consider  that  it  was  according  to  law  that  they  should  do  so  ? 

It  was  not  right,  without  entering  into  written  contracts,  to  contract  for  large 
supplies ; there  is  an  express  regulation  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  upon 
the  subject ; those  contracts  ought  to  be  made  in  writing. 

952.  Even  supposing  the  excuse  to  be  received,  that  when  a debt  of  1,000/. 
had  been  contracted,  the  debt  of  1,000/.  might  be  considered  as  a substitute  for 
a bond,  would  that  apply  at  all  at  the  commencement  of  the  transaction,  and 
before  the  1,000/.  debt  had  been  contracted  ? 

No,  it  would  not  apply. 

953.  Then  the  excuse  is  a fallacious  one  itself,  as  well  as  an  unsatisfactory 
one,  as  bearing  on  the  law  of  the  case  ? 

I do  not  think  that  it  is  at  all  a valid  excuse,  because  the  contracts  usually 
adopted  supply  many  advantages  in  regard  to  the  contractors,  besides  the  security ; 
for  example,  there  is  a proviso  that  if  the  articles  supplied  are  bad,  they  shall  be 
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returned  to  the  contractor;  that  other  articles  being  procured,  he  shall  be 
charged  with  the  loss  in  procuring  them  in  the  market ; and  that  proviso,  as 
I gather  from  the  diaries  put  in  yesterday,  has  been  acted  upon  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians  in  some  cases. 

954.  In  point  of  fact,  supposing  far  beyond  the  engagement  of  the  contract, 
or  a debt  of  1,000 1.  outstanding,  if  he  proceeded  for  bis  debt,  is  it  not  a very 
questionable  thing,  no  security  having  been  taken  for  the  contract,  whether  it 
would  be  competent  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  set  off  their  obligations  as 
against  his  debt  ? 

There  might  be  a doubt,  which  would  not  arise  if  a written  contract  were 
entered  into ; but  the  form  of  contract  to  which  I allude  is  not  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  make  a valid  engagement  between  the  parties  ; the  contract  is  usually 
made  before  the  written  forms  of  contract  are  signed,  and  in  this  way : there  is 
an  advertisement,  and  a person  sends  in  a tender  in  writing,  signed  by  himself ; 
that  tender  is  accepted,  and  the  acceptance  communicated  to  him  in  writing, 
and  that  makes  a good  contract,  under  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  as  against  him  ; 
but  our  forms  of  contract  ensure  further  advantages  ; they  are  well  known  to  the 
contractors,  and  when  they  send  in  their  tenders,  they  expect  generally  to  sign 
the  usual  form. 

955.  The  object  of  my  question  was  this,  as  testing  the  defence  of  a party  to  a 
contract : in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Sidley,  would  the  parties  have  had  a facile  and 
easy  remedy  by  setting  off  any  claim  they  might  have  against  her  against  any 
claim  which  Mrs.  Sidley  might  have  against  them ; or  would  it  not  be  a difficult 
and  critical  legal  remedy,  in  place  of  a simple  one  for  a breach  of  contract  ? 

It  would  probably  be  not  altogether  impracticable,  but  more  difficult  than  if 
they  had  entered  into  the  usual  forms. 

956.  Are  you  aware  that  other  shopkeepers  put  in  tenders  as  well  as  Mrs. 
Sidley,  notwithstanding  the  imputed  debt,  as  an  excuse  for  dealing  exclusively 
with  her  ? 

I am  not  aware. 

957.  In  the  same  Report  of  Captain  Haymes,  it  is  stated,  in  reply  to  an 
allegation  in  the  petition,  “ That  to  such  an  extreme  of  disorganization  had  the 
workhouse  arrived  on  your  petitioner’s  resumption  of  office,”  &c.  &c.  The 
answer  to  that  is,  “ This  was  by  no  means  the  fact  at  the  time  specified that 
alludes,  I suppose,  to  the  time  when  the  Vice- Guardians  went  out  of  office,  “ for 
although  1 had  occasion  to  find  fault  with  the  condition  of  the  house,  and  soon 
perceived  it  was  occasioned  by  the  want  of  unanimity  amongst  the  officers,  yet, 
had  the  Guardians  paid  the  least  attention  to  my  repeated  remonstrances  every 
board-day,  after  their  return  to  office,  the  complete  diorganization  which  it 
afterwards  fell  into,  might  have  been' easily  avoided.  It  was  not  until  the  26th 
of  December,  that  from  my  reports,  and  that  of  the  medical  officer,  that  a com- 
mittee was  formed  to  inquire  into  and  report  forthwith  to  the  Board,  on  the  state  of 
the  house.”  Did  you  take  any  steps  to  ascertain  whether  the  report  of  Captain 
Haymes  was  correct  with  regard  to  the  time  at  -which  the  disorder  in  the  work- 
house  commenced  ? 

No  ; we  took  no  further  steps. 

958.  You  were  satisfied  from  his  Report,  without  any  further  investigation, 
that  the  disorder  commenced  after  the  return  of  the  local  Board  ? 

I am  not  prepared  to  say  that ; but  there  was  no  direct  object  to  be  attained 
by  instituting  that  inquiry ; the  officers  whose  conduct  was  impugned  were  gone, 
and  we  could  hardly  institute  a minute  inquiry  into  those  matters,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  vindicating  the  characters  of  officers  who  were  no  longer  in  any 
relation  to  us  than  that  of  private  parties. 

959.  Will  you  state  whether  you  conceive  that  it  was  possible  that  the  house 
could  have  been  in  a satisfactory  state  if  Captain  Haymes,  on  his  second  visit, 
found  it  necessary  to  recommend  that  all  the  officers  who  had  been  previously  em- 
ployed, selected  and  chosen  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  should  be  at  once  dismissed  ? 

He  refers,  I think,  to  the  master  and  matron ; I do  not  know  what  others ; 
I think  the  schoolmistress  also. 

960.  He  says,  “ All  the  officers  that  he  found  the  house  disorganized  upon 
his  first  visit ; and  on  his  second  visit,  he  found  it  necessary  to  recommend  that 

all 
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all  the  officers  of  the  workhouse  should  be  discharged  ; those  being  the  officers  A.  Prmer,  Esq. 

who  had  been  previously  appointed  by  the  Vice- Guardians,  and  who  had  been  

entrusted  with  the  administration  of  affairs.  Do  you  feel  any  confidence,  unless  llth  May  1®50' 
the  dismissal  of  those  officers  was  unjust,  that  the  house  could  have  been,  under  * 
their  care  rightly  administered  ? 

I have  no  right  to  suppose  the  contrary ; in  a previous  Report  of  Captain 
Haymes  he  speaks  of  things  not  being  in  a satisfactory  state  through  the  dis- 
union of  the  officers,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  that  cause  of  evil  was  in  existence 
at  that  time.  There  is  one  observation  that  I will  add  to  that : the  Vice-Guardians, 
when  they  are  approaching  the  term  of  office,  necessarily  lose  (I  do  not  know  that 
they  have  in  all  cases,  but  it  is  natural  that  they  should  lose  in  some  degree) 
their  control  and  authority  over  the  officers  ; it  is  one  of  the  evils  incidental  to 
the  appointment  of  Vice-Guardians. 

961.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  services  of  com- 
petent persons  to  conduct  Irish  workhouses,  do  you  think  it  is  so  easy  a matter 
for  any  Board  of  Guardians,  whether  Vice-Guardians  or  elected  Guardians,  at  once 
to  dismiss  all  the  officers,  and  to  replace  them  by  officers  newly  chosen  ? 

It  is  a very  serious  risk  and  responsibility  to  replace  a considerable  number  of 
principal  officers  by  new  parties ; you  always  incur-  considerable  risk,  and  it  is 
only  in  very  serious  cases  that  I have  known  it  to  have  been  done. 

962.  Is  it  possible  to  appoint  new  officers  without  taking  means  first  to 
announce  to  the  public  by  advertisement  that  new  officers  will  he  appointed,  and 
to  receive  the  proposals  from  those  officers,  to  investigate  their  qualifications,  and 
deliberately, upon  examination,  to  select  those  you  think  you  can  confide  in? 

Certainly,  those  steps  should  be  taken. 

963.  Even  after  taking  those  steps,  is  it  not  extremely  difficult,  within  your 
own  knowledge,  in  Ireland,  for  a vast  number  of  the  most  sincerely  disposed 
Guardians  to  obtain  the  services  of  proper  persons  ? 

It  is  very  difficult. 

964.  Have  you  not  been  aware  of  at  least  one  instance  in  which  the  Board  of 
Guardians  at  Rathkeel  found  it  so  extremely  difficult  to  get  competent  persons  to 
act  as  master  and  matron,  that  after  three  successive  adjournments  they 
appealed  to  the  public  in  Dublin  and  in  Cork,  and  appealed  finally  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  themselves,  to  assist  them  by  recommending  proper  persons 
to  be  appointed  ? 

Yes ; we  have  frequently  been  appealed  to  by  Boards  of  Guardians  to  that 
effect,  and  were  so,  I do  not  doubt,  in  that  case. 

965.  Then,  if  this  recommendation  of  the  total  and  absolute  dismissal  of  all 
the  officers  was  made  by  Captain  Haymes  on  his  second  meeting,  do  you  think 
it  augurs  necessarily  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  elected  Guardians  that  they 
were  not  able  at  once,  and  upon  the  spot,  to  carry  it  into  effect? 

I do  not  think  it  does ; the  Board  of  Guardians  would  not  be  able  themselves  to 
dismiss  the  master  of  the  workhouse ; it  is  exclusively  in  the  power  of  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  to  do  that ; and  w?e  did  not  think  it  right,  on  the  part  of  the 
Inspector,  to  suggest  to  the  Guardians  the  removal  of  an  officer  of  such  import- 
ance as  the  master,  without  making  a direct  communication  to  us  on  the  subject. 

966.  Supposing,  upon  a report  brought  before  you,  you  had  felt  it  necessary 
to  use  your  higher  authority,  and  to  dismiss  all  those  officers  qmm  celerrime, 
should  you  not  have  found  it  absolutely  necessary,  in  common  prudence,  to  delay 
such  dismissal  until  you  had  taken  steps  to  replace  them  ? 

Yes;  the  ordinary  course  would  then  be  pursued,  which  is  to  permit  the 
existing  master,  after  requiring  his  resignation,  if  the  case  is  not  of  a very  bad 
character,  to  continue  till  his  successor  is  appointed.  In  very  gross  cases  an 
order  of  removal  under  seal  issues,  and  he  is  not  permitted  to  continue  in  the 
house.  I allude  to  cases  of  fraud,  embezzlement,  or  the  like. 

967.  In  ordinary  cases  you  continue  him  until  you  have  advertised? 

Yes ; and  until  tenders  be  obtained  from  candidates. 

968.  And  that  necessarily  leads  to  delay,  does  it  not  ? 

Yes,  to  some  delay. 

(170.  4.)  jj  4 969.  It 
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969.  It  seems  that  those  officers  whom  Captain  Haymes  recommended  to  be 
dismissed,  on  his  second  visit  after  the  appointment  of  a local  Board,  were  the 
officers  appointed  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  or  who  had  acted,  at  any  rate,  durum- 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  the  Vice- Guardians  were  in  office  ? a 

Yes ; I am  not  sure  whether  all  of  them  had  been  appointed  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians;  I think  the  master  and  matron  certainly  had;  but  whether  the 
schoolmistress  had,  I cannot  say. 

97°.  If  on  the  second  visit,  he  discovered  this  disorder  and  want  of  unanimity 
?or  him  t0  infer’ that  ;t  Iiad  existed 

I should  conceive,  from  all  I have  seen  and  read,  that  it  had  existed,  to  some 
considerable  extent,  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

971.  And  that  the  evils  which  arose  in  consequence  of  the  spirit  prevailing 
amongst  the  officers  must,  as  a matter  of  course,  have  existed  equally  under  the 
Vice-Guardians  as  under  the  local  Board  ? 

In  some  degree,  I think  there  was  some  great  neglect,  probably,  about  the 
books ; I mean  the  master’s  books,  as  existing  at  that  time  j but  I cannot  speak 
with  certainty  upon  that  point.  r 

972.  Captain  Haymes  says,  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  were  the  cause  of  all 
the  mischief,  by  not  dismissing  all  the  officers.  Did  the  Board  hesitate  or  delav 
one  moment  dismissing  them  after  Colonel  Clarke  appeared,  and  recommended 
them  to  dismiss  them  ? 

The  Board  of  Guardians  took  very  prompt  steps  after  his  visit,  and  at  once 
required  the  resignation  of  the  officers. 

9-3  1 will  read  an  extract  from  Captain  Haymes’s  Report  ; the  relation  in 
the  petition  being  “ The  books  were  found  in  such  disorder  and  confusion  and 
such  a system  of  fraud  was  engrafted  into  all  the  departments  of  the  house  ” 
i ’ a?d  Captain  Haymes’s  Report  says,  “ There  is  no  doubt  that  the  books 
kept  by  the  late  master  were  found  most  irregular,  and  I perfectly  recollect 
being  present  on  one  occasion,  when  the  register  and  relief  lists  were  compared 
by  the  (then)  house  committee,  when  a great  number  of  names  appeared  as  dis- 
charged  from  the  register  months  before,  and  whose  names  still  appeared  on  the 
iehef  list  as  receiving  rations;  I cannot  say  bow  many  names,  or  for  what  period 
they  had  all  been  returned  as  rationed ; but  I have  now  before  me  a report  from 
the  present  master,  stating  that  it  took  him  at  least  three  weeks  to  examine  these 
books,  and  to  correct  them.”  Now  that  being  the  relation  of  Captain  Haymes 
with  respect  to  the  way  in  which  the  books  were  kept,  showing  that  many  persons 
appeared  to  have  been  discharged,  who  on  the  register  still  appeared  as  recipients 
of  rations,  do  you  conceive  that  the  duties  of  the  Vice-Guardians  coXTv e 
™I,P  pe? iy  performed  ai [lowing  such  a state  of  things  in  the  primary  account 
weekly,  and  the  papers  themselves  to  remain  uncorrected? 

correcteii'tlmm116  yice'Guardiails  should  haTe  ^covered  those  irregularities,  and 

974.  I-Ie  also  states  that  he  had  found  84  persons  in  the  house  whose  names 
appear  upon  the  register,  but  not  on  the  relief  list  ? 

Yes. 

975.  Is  it  possible  to  conceive  that  the  affairs  of  a Union  can  be  carried  on 

with  any  older,  or  with  any  check,  or  any  adequate  audit  for  the  accounts  if 
tbe  books  are  kept  in  such  a state  ? 11 

They  were  in  a very  bad  state,  I do  not  doubt. 

9/6.  From  that  report  you  conclude  that  they  were  in  a bad  state  Inno- 
viously  to  the  elected  Board  coming  in  ? ° Pre" 

Yes,  it  was  from  that  report  that  I gained  that  imDression  *1,.  v i 

during  the  tatter  part  of  the' ^Vice-Gualans' ZagSt.  ’ ^ b°°kS’ 

977.  It  is  not  a matter  of  doubt  in  your  mind,  when  it  is  ststed  r,„ 
present  on  one  occasion  when  the  register  and  relief  lists  were  comparedWbv 
the  (then)  house  committee,  when  a great  number  of  names  appeared  a?  dri 

bef0re>  Wh°Se  MmeS  BtiU  a®-d  » t 

No. 


978.  If 
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1)78.  If  there  were  errors  of  this  description  upon  the  hooks  in  relation  to  the 
in-door  relief,  have  you  any  doubt  whatever  that  the  out-door  relief  lists  must 
have  been  exposed  to  still  greater  irregularity  ? 

I do  not  necessarily  infer  that.  The  imperfections  in  the  master’s  accounts 
would  be  owing  to  the  master ; the  state  of  the  Relieving  Officer’s  books  would 
depend  on  the  Relieving  Officer,  for  they  are  kept  quite  separately  from  the 
workhouse  accounts  ; the  state  of  those  books  would  depend  upon  the  parties 
who  kept  them. 

979.  Which  of  the  two  is  the  most  exposed  to  the  possibility  of  error  and 
deceit,  the  in-door  or  the  out-door  relief? 

I think  that  the  accounts  of  the  Relieving  Officer  are  much  more  simple  than 
the  workhouse  accounts,  and  more  easily  kept  m order. 

980.  Have  you  any  reliance  on  those  accounts,  unless  they  are  efficiently 
inspected  and  checked  by  the  Guardians  ? 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  clerk  in  the  first  instance  to  check  those  accounts,  and  it 
is  a special  part  of  his  duty,  as  prescribed  by  the  regulations,  to  initial  as  correct 
all  the  columns  in  those  accounts. 

981.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Guardians  to  see  that  that  is  done? 

They  should  see  that  that  duty  is  done. 

982.  If  we  find  on  the  part  of  the  clerk  and  the  Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union  such  a neglect,  in  relation  to  keeping  the  books  of  their  own 
workhouse,  with  which  they  were  immediately  charged,  is  there  any  reason  to 
assume  that  there  would  have  been  any  greater  degree  of  precision  and  of  accu- 
racy shown  by  them  in  relation  to  the  out-door  relief? 

I think  it  easier  to  keep  the  out-door  relief  accounts  in  order,  but  it  is  very 
likely  if  they  neglect  one  set  of  accounts,  they  would  also  neglect  the  other. 

9S3.  Have  you  read  over  the  Report  of  Captain  Haymes  with  attention  ? 

I have. 

984.  Is  it  satisfactory  to  you  as  it  stands  ? 

I cannot  say  that. 

985.  Was  your  attention  arrested  by  one  statement  in  it  which  is  directly  con- 
trary to  facts  within  your  knowledge? 

Yes,  there  is  one  statement  particularly  about  the  financial  state  of  the  Union, 
the  difference  between  the  debts  at  the  commencement  of  the  period  and  at  the 
end;  but  I confess  I do  not  know  how  the  fact  is  as  to  that.  I have  given  in  my 
evidence  (and  I think  that  the  right  one  to  hold  by)  the  clerk’s  figures,  as  given  in 
the  Return  to  the  Order  of  the  House. 

986.  Does  not  Captain  Haymes’s  Report  state  that  the  debt,  as  left  by  the 
first  local  Guardians,  was  4,615  /.,  and  that,  as  it  was  left  by  the  Vice-Guardians 
on  their  resignation,  it  was  4,605 1,  lessening  the  debt  attributable  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians  by  the  sum  bf  10/.;  and  will  you  state  from  that  paper  what  the 
debt  appears  to  have  been  as  left  by  the  local  Guardians,  which  is  stated  by 
Captain  Haymes  at  4,615 1.  ? — ( A Paper  being  handed  to  the  Witness.) 

At  the  commencement  of  the  month  in  which  the  Board  of  Guardians  was 
dissolved,  the  debt  is  stated  here  to  be  3,264  l. 

987.  In  place  of  4,615 1. 1 

Yes. 

988.  And  what  is  the  debt  as  left  by  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

At  the  commencement  of  the  month  on  which  the  administration  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians  terminated,  the  debt  is  stated  here  to  be  5,215 1. 

989.  In  place  of  4,605/.  ? 

Yes. 

990.  Have  you  any  means  of  reconciling  that  discrepancy,  or  accounting 
for  it  ? 

I should  expect  some  variance  in  this  statement  from  this  circumstance,  that 
we  have  given  in  the  Return  ordered,  not  exactly  the  debts,  but  the  net  liabilities 
over  the  balance  in  the  bank,  in  order  to  make  the  comparison  exact  in  both 
cases ; it  is  possible  that  Captain  Haymes  may  be  dealing  with  the  debt  simply 
at  the  two  periods. 

(170.4.)  M 991.  Which 
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991.  Which  is  the  fair  way  of  answering  tile  question? 

I think  this  is  the  fairest  way  that  we  have  used— (referring  to  the  Paper.) 

Another  variance  may  arise  from  the  period  being  different.  We  have  here  the 
commencement  of  the  month,  which  is,  I think,  a different  period  from  that  which 
Captain  Haymes  expresses  in  his  Report.  Still,  it  does  not  account  to  my  mind 
satisfactorily  for  the  great  variance  between  his  statement  and  that  derived  from 
the  Clerk  of  the  Union.  Captain  Haymes  would  be  able  to  say  himself  from  what 
materials  he  drew  that  information. 

992.  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  care  and  safety  of  the  public  property  of  the 
Union  depends  very  much  upon  the  mode  in  which  the  store  account  is  kept? 

ies,  certainly.  1 

993.  And  the  periodical  taking  of  stock? 

Yes,  certainly. 

994.  Is  it  not  essential  to  the  correctness  of  the  store  account,  that  when  a 
new  othcer  is  appointed,  he  should  take  up  the  vouchers  of  the  amount  of  stores 
which  are  remaining  on  hand,  and  charged  to  him  in  the  store  account  ? 

It  is. 


995.  And  that  he  should  continue  that  store  account  according  as  supplies  are 
returned,  or  according  as  consumption  proceeds,  so  as  to  represent  an  accurate 
balance  at  all  times  ? 

Certainly. 

9S6.  If  it  should  appear  that,  that  was  not  done  in  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians  would  not  that  account  for  a great  deal  of  the  confusion  when  the  present 
Hoard  were  re-appointed  ? 1 

\ es  1 those  defects,  when  they  continue  without  discovery  for  a considerable 
period,  cause  an  accumulation  of  difficulty,  whereby  they  are  finally  brought  to 

997.  With  respect  to  checking  the  supplies,  Captain  Haymes  states,  that  a 
pauper  had  been  left  in  charge  of  the  coal  and  turf  store,  who  was  frequently  in 
the  habit  of  receiving  cart-ioads  during  the  day,  and  noting  it  in  a pass-book 
and  that  the  usage  was  merely  to  measure  one  load,  and  take  the  rest  for  aranted  • 
was  that  a proper  mode  of  doing  business  ? 

No.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  master,  as  prescribed  by  the  regulations,  to  receive 
all  stores,  to  weigh  them,  and  to  see  that  they  correspond  with  the  invoices. 

Very  wrong  ^ C0Urse’  itwas  very™S  to  delegate  that  power  to  a pauper? 

999.  If  the  statement  with  regard  to  the  number  of  names  appearing  in  the 
2 ^ a Peraons  ™ho  had  been  discharged  several  months  previously 
is  true,  must  not  there  have  been  embezzlement  of  the  rations  ? 

1 should  not  necessarily  infer  that. 

u hat’  the“’  W0.uld  become  of  the  ™tions  which  would  be  dealt  out  to 
persons  who  were  non-existent? 

mivht' C™e  bf -taken’  tbe  account  would  be  shown  to  be  wrong  ■ it 
might  be  either  way.  In  this  very  case  there  were  errors  both  ways,  and  I rather 

^not  fraud  The  “ 7“  “ “S™1®8  and  imPr0PCT  m°d<=  of  keeping  the  books, 
™ ™ RePort  says,  there  were  a considerable  number  of  names  who 

were  on  the  register,  but  who  were  not  brought  into  the  relief  lists,  who  were 
m fact,  remaining  m the  bouse,  and  whose  names  were  not  in  the  relief  lists  and 
whose  rations,  therefore,  would  not  be  credited  to  the  master. 

faCt’  y°U  "mPne  tbat,tbe  number  of  rations  they  dealt  out  tallied 
ana  tnat  the  names  were  incorrect  ? 

rfbef  bsts’  according  to  which  the  quantity  of  food  for  rations  is 
given  out  by  the  master,  I take  it,  by  that  account,  were  wrong ; that  they  did  not 
correspond  with  the  actual  numbers  in  the  house.  B y 9 

excess'?*  ^ theie  °f  IatioIls  S™11  out'  what  became  °f  that 

, “ “ ™s  really  given  out,  it  might  be  distributed  in  over-rations  to  the 
inmates  in  the  house.  That  is  one  improper  way  in  which  it  might  be  disposed 
of,  or  it  might  be  left  in  the  coppers ; I mean  the  stirabout ; m that  case,  it 

would 
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would  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  course  that  the  master  might  pursue ; if  he 
was  fraudulent,  he  might  make  away  with  it  and  sell  it  for  offal  for  pigs  ; that  is 
one  course ; another  is,  that  possibly  it  might  he  used  up  again  for  the  rations 
of  the  inmates. 

1003.  Of  course,  if  it  were  used  up  again,  and  the  same  difference  between 
the  number  on  the  relief  lists  and  the  number  of  rations  continued  on,  there 
would  still  be  an  accumulation  of  a surplus  ? 

You  would  get  an  accumulated  surplus.  This  would  appear  when  stock  was 
taken. 

1004.  Is  there  anything  to  show  that  that  accumulation  was  not  either  wasted 
or  disposed  of,  but  was  reserved  and  taken  into  account  when  stock  was  again 
taken? 

There  would  be  a deficiency  of  stock  if  there  was  an  excess  of  supply  over 
the  number  in  the  house,  an  accumulated  deficiency ; in  the  other  way,  when 
stock  was  taken,  there  would  be  an  accumulated  surplus. 

1005.  Practically,  would  any  check  be  derived  from  the  stock  account  at  all, 
supposing  on  the  books,  as  kept,  it  appeared  that  there  were  150  paupers  charged 
for  rations,  and  1 50  rations  issued,  and  that  subsequently  it  was  discovered  that 
there  were  only  100  paupers  to  be  supplied,  and  that  there  had  been  50  rations 
issued  without  any  justification  in  law  ? 

A discovery  would  take  place  by  finding  that  there  were  people  put  on  the 
relief  lists  not  on  the  register  and  not  in  the  house. 

1006.  In  the  case  that  I put,  which  was  that  of  a fraudulent  issue  of  more 
rations  than  there  were  paupers  qualified  or  justified  in  receiving  them,  the  stock 
account  would  be  no  check  at  all ; the  balance  of  stock  would  just  correspond 
with  the  balance  inferred  from  the  consumption  ? 

The  true  check  is  a roll-call  of  the  inmates,  which  is  prescribed  by  the  order 
of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  as  a preliminary  to  the  serving  out  of  rations. 

1007.  And  which  is  the  practice  in  every  workhouse  in  England? 

Yes  ; I will  read  the  Order.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  master  “ to  keep  a book 
in  the  form  (B.)  to  this  Order  annexed,  to  be  entitled  * The  Diet  Class  Book,’  in 
which  he  shall,  every  evening,  enter  the  numbers  of  the  several  classes  of  healthy 
and  sick  inmates,  as  ascertained  by  the  daily  roll-call  in  each  department  of  the 
workhouse,  as  directed  in  Article  15  ; to  keep  a daily  diet  book  in  the  form  (C.) 
to  this  Order  annexed ; and  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  issues  of  provisions 
from  store,  to  ascertain  and  enter  in  the  said  book,  before  each  meal,  the  numbers 
of  each  of  the  several  classes  who  are  to  partake  thereof,  and  the  quantities  of 
each  article  of  diet,  which,  according  to  the  existing  dietary,  shall  be  required 
for  each  class ; and  likewise  to  enter  the  quantities  of  each  article  to  be  taken 
from  store  for  consumption  at  such  meal  by  the  healthy  inmates  of  the  work- 
house.”  Again,  “ in  like  manner,  to  keep  and  daily  enter  up  a daily  diet  book  in 
the  form  (D.)  to  this  Order  annexed  for  the  sick  inmates.” 

1008.  Such  being  the  prudent  regulations  which  have  been  devised,  and  which 
are  directed  to  be  enforced,  do  you  consider  it  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Guardians 
to  see  that  those  regulations  are  from  time  to  time  enforced  according  to  law  ? 

Certainly  it  is. 

1009.  If  they  were  enforced,  the  fact  of  there  being  a number  of  persons  for 
whom  rations  were  drawn,  who  either  did  not  exist  or  were  not  in  the  list,  would 
be  discovered,  would  it  ? 

It  would,  undoubtedly. 

1010.  Captain  Haymes  states,  in  relation  to  the  store  accounts,  that  he  had 
been  informed  by  the  clerk,  “that  in  pursuance  of  directions  from  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  the  late  master  did  take  stock  in  either  August  or  September  last, 
and  that  as  these  books,  though  faulty,  are  those  that  appear  the  most  regularly 
kept,  being  brought  up  to  the  31st  of  January  last,  it  must  be  supposed  that 
either  the  late  master  did  not  take  stock  as  he  reported  he  had  done,  or  that  a 
vast  amount  of  robbery  must  have  been  committed  between  the  months  of 
August  and  the  23d  of  February,  the  date  on  which  the  present  master  took 
stock.”  Now,  if  that  stock  account  had  been  carefully  looked  after,  and  the 
obligations  of  the  law  had  been  enforced,  could  such  neglect  as  that,  leading  to 
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a deficiency  of  5,501  articles,  as  reported  by  Captain  Haymes,  have  taken 
place  ? 

It  could  not. 


1011.  Captain  Havmes  states,  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  existing 
Board  of  Guardians,  that  he  “ considers  at  the  outset  the  time  of  the  House 
Committee  was  expended  on  finding  out  pre-existing  abuses,  rather  than  recom- 
mending immediate  remedies  for  the  evils  which  were  present  of  the  most 
crying  nature.”  If  you  were  to  send  down  officers  of  your  own,  of  the  most  con- 
fidential character,  to  undertake  a reform,  or  to  undertake  the  management  of  a 
workhouse  which  had  been  previously  in  other  hands,  do  you  think  they  could, 
by  possibility,  apply  themselves  to  the  improvement  of  that  workhouse,  without  first 
ascertaining  what  had  been  the  pre-existing  errors  incident  to  its  management  ? 

N 0 doubt  the  existing  abuses  which  came  to  them  would  first  attract  their 
attention. 


1012.  And  when  the  abuses  were  of  a character  to  lead,  in  the  judgment  of 
Captain  Haymes.  and  in  the  judgment  of  Colonel  Clarke,  to  the  necessity  of 
removing  every  one  of  the  practical  officers  charged  with  that  workhouse,  as  a 
necessary  condition  for  its  future  management,  would  it  have  been  possible  to 
reform  that  workhouse  until  you  had  ascertained  the  previously  existing  abuses 
in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  its  officers  ? 

It  would  be  necessary  to  ascertain  them. 


1013.  Captain  Haymes  accuses  the  elected  Board  with  an  unreasonable 
degree  of  parsimony,  and  he  says,  “ When  the  new  master  came  in,  he  threatened 
them  to  resign  if  they  did  not  enlarge  their  disbursements ; ” do  you  think  it 
natural,  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  should  extend  their  disbursements  towards 
many  of  the  officers  who  had  their  confidence,  and  rigidly  economise  with 
officers  in  whom  they  had  no  confidence  ? 

They  would  naturally  be  disposed  to  be  less  liberal  in  their  arrangements  "with 
a master  in  whom  they  had  no  confidence  than  with  one  in  whom  they  had. 

1014.  Was  not  more  economy  required  on  the  part  of  the  newly  appointed 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  was  it  not  necessarily  enforced  upon  them  more  than 
upon  the  previously  existing  Vice- Guardians,  by  their  financial  condition? 

Their  financial  condition  was,  no  doubt,  very  bad  at  the  time  they  took 
office. 

1015.  Under  the  Vice- Guardians,  the  sum  of  17,351 1.  ab  extra  seems  to  have 
been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Vice-Guardians  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  (a  Return  being  shown  to  the  Witness );  was  there 
one  single  penny-piece,  ab  extra,  that  stood  at  the  command  of  the  Local 
Guardians  ? 

No,  the  Guardians  could  not  calculate  with  certainty  upon  any  external 
assistance ; nor  have  they,  in  fact,  up  to  this  time  received  any. 

1016.  Then,  necessarily  and  inevitably,  as  a matter  not  only  of  prudence,  but 
of  obligation,  was  there  not  a stricter  course  of  economy  required  by  those  who 
had  the  smaller  funds  at  their  command,  than  might  have  been  imposed  as  an 
obligation  upon  those  who  had  the  larger  1 

A stricter  economy,  I think,  would  have  been  justifiable  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  under  those  circumstances. 

1017.  From  all  these  circumstances,  with  regal'd  to  the  irregularities  in  the 
books,  and  so  forth,  would  it  not  necessarily  be  implied  that  there  must  have  been 
a reckless  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

I do  not  know  of  any  sufficient  grounds  for  stating  there  has  been  any  reckless 
or  extravagant  expenditure. 

1018.  Allowing,  as  you  have  done,  that  they  did  not  preserve  the  necessary 
checks  (and  there  is  nothing  in  the  books  to  show  that  they  checked  the  accounts), 
would  it  not  necessarily  be  implied  that  they  must  have  allowed  the  expenditure 
to  have  gone  on.  almost  at  the  will  and  wish  of  the  master? 

It  appears  on  the  diaries  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  which  I have  already  put  in, 
that  they  frequently  reported  themselves  as  inspecting  the  master’s  accounts.  I 
think  they  could  not  have  done  so  very  effectually,  if  the  statements  in  Captain 
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Haymes’s  Report,  are  correct,  and  their  not  doing  it  effectually  might  have  involved 
an  expenditure  which  otherwise  would  have  been  avoided. 

iQan19VIta9’eaJrS  frT  Ca?tain  Haymes’s  first  Report,  of  the  8th  of  November 
1849  where  he  describes  the  proceedings  of  the  elected  Board  of  Guardians, 
that  he  was  ‘ to  meet  the  Finance  Committee  on  Saturday,”  and  he  hoped  to  bring 
them  to  a proper  sense  of  justice  on  this  subject,  having  reference  to  “the  scale 
of  rations  for  the  officers and  then  he  adds,  “ Lord  Westmeath  was  not  present 
butt  could  perceive  there  was  a strong  disposition  amongst  the  rest  to  attend 
seriously  to  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  and  carry  out  the  law  with  all  possible 
justice,  combined  with  the  greatest  economy.  From  the  numerous  offers  of  sup- 
port in  my  duties,  made  to  me  by  the  majority  of  the  Board,  I have  reason  to 
anticipate  that  the  first  ebullition  against  the  ‘ extravagance  of  Vice- Guardians, 
flu 0IlT7  evaP°rate^  the  Board  will  fall  into  good  working  order,  and  the  affairs 
ot  the  Umon  be  earned  on  with  exactitude  and  propriety.”  Was  not  that  first 
ebullition,  with  respect  to  the  necessity  of  economy,  precisely  what  you  would 
expect,  and  precisely  what  occurred  in  almost  innumerable  other  cases  where 
Vice-b-uardians  were  superseded  by  local  Guardians? 

It  has  been  so.  A disposition  to  retrench,  particularly  the  establishment 
charges,  has  been  evinced  in  many  instances  ; sometimes  very  properly,  but  in 
other  cases  it  has  gone  beyond  prudent  limits. 

1020.  When  was  the  last  rate  that  has  been  collected  at  Carrick-on-Shannon 
struck  ( 

rlhe  last  rate  was  made  by  the  Guardians  in  February  1850.  I will  hand  in  a 
statement  of  all  the  rates  made. 


[The  same  are  handed  in.'] 

1021  Has  there  been  any  other  rate  struck  except  that  of  February,  upon 
which  the  Rate-m-aid  payment  could  attach  by  law  ? 

No  ; the  previous  rate  was  made  in  May  1849,  before  the  date  of  the  Rate-iu- 

. aud  tbls  last  rate  made  in  -February  is  the  one  from  which  the  Rate- 

m-aidwill  be  reserved. 

1022.  Will  you  state  what  is  the  amount  of  Rate-in-aid  chargeable  upon  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union?  r 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds,  two  shillings  and  four- 
pence.  ° 


1023.  That  became  chargeable  upon  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union ; if  there 
had  been  any  rates  levied,  it  is  chargeable  now  ? 

It  is  reserved  from  the  rates  as  they  are  collected  and  lodged. 

1024.  During  this  last  year  how  much  of  extra  assistance  has  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union  required  ? 

Seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds  during  the  vear  ended  on 
the  29th  of  September  1849.  J 

1025.  What  are  the  advances  which  have  been  made  under  the  Rate-in-aid 
Act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  ? 

In  1848  the  amount  of  assistance  given  was  10,284?.;  in  the  year  1849 
7,218  /. ; making- a total  of  17,502/. 

1026.  It  would  he  desirable  that  the  Committee  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  comparing  the  amount  which  has  been  received  by  Carrick-on-Shannon  under 
the  advances  made  by  the  Rate-in-aid  Act,  and  the  amount  which  is  payable  by 
the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  for  the  amount  of  rate  which  will  be  stopped 
under  that  Act  ? 

The  amount  charged  as  advanced  to  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  under  the 
Rate-in-aid  Act,  according  to  the  Parliamentary  Return  ordered  on  the  14th 
February  1850,  was  6,332/.  The  amount  leviable  from  that  Union  under  the 
Rate-in-aid  Act  is  1,495/.  2s.  4 d. 

1027.  Did  the  Commissioners  make  any  promise  to  Mr.  Mortimer,  that  in 
case  an  Assistant  Guardian  was  appointed  to  the  Board,  that  he  should  be  the 
man? 

Certainly  not. 
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1028.  Iii  these  Reports  the  increase  of  pauperism  in  this  Union  is  described 
by  some  of  the  authorities  reporting  to  he  attributable  to  the  numerous  evictions 
that  have  taken  place  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? 

It  is  so  stated  in  several  Reports. 

1029.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  which  is  produced  upon  these 
evictions,  either  in  diminishing  or  increasing  their  number,  by  the  exemptions 
under  the  4 1.  tenant  clause  ; does  it  increase  the  evictions,  or  diminish  them  ? 

I have  not  any  doubt  that  it  generally  tends  to  increase  them,  because  the 
rates  are  payable  by  the  immediate  lessors,  whether  they  receive  the  rents  or 
not,  and  naturally  that  would  urge  them  to  turn  out  the  insolvent  tenants. 

1030.  In  the  case  of  necessitous  lessors,  who  have  no  extraneous  funds  to  have 
recourse  to,  and  who  find  that  they  cannot  recover  the  rents  from  those  small 
lessees,  but  who  are  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  payment  of  rates  on  their 
behalf,  is  there  any  course  left  to  them  except  that  of  evictions  ? 

It  seems  a very  natural  course. 

1031.  Is  it  not  an  inevitable  one;  are  they  not  compelled  to  resume  the  pos- 
session of  those  small  tenements,  or  to  expose  themselves  to  personal  liability, 
to  the  sale  of  their  property  and  to  personal  arrest  under  Civil  Bill  Decree,  if  they 
have  not  the  means  of  paying  the  local  rate  ? 

Certainly. 

1032.  Have  those  evictions  led  to  very  great  distress  ? 

They  have,  no  doubt ; the  parties  evicted  have  undergone  much  suffering, 
particularly  when  the  workhouses  have  been  full,  and  when  the  only  relief  that 
could  be  given  to  them,  beyond  a month  under  the  Evictions  Act,  was  in 
food. 

1033.  Have  accounts  of  very  distressing  cases  of  that  kind,  arising  out  of 
those  evictions,  accumulated  in  the  evidence  before  you  from  various  quarters  of 
Ireland  V 

Yes,  to  a great  extent. 

1034.  And,  without  assuming  that  all  those  evictions  were  attributable  to  one 
cause,  have  you  any  doubt  that  that  4 l.  Exemption  Clause,  which  was  benevo- 
lently framed  with  a view  to,  the  benefit  of  the  smaller  occupier,  practically 
operates  greatly  to  his  injury  ? 

It  certainly  tends  to  the  practice  of  evicting  from  the  small  tenements,  with  a 
view  to  consolidate  them. 

1035.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  many  evictions  in  this  Union  of  Carrick- 
on-Shannon  ? 

I observe  in  the  reports,  particularly  the  printed  papers,  several  allusions  to 
the  great  number  of  evictions.  Whenever  actual  numbers  are  mentioned,  they 
are  not  so  great  as  in  some  parts  of  the  country. 

1036.  With  the  number  of  evictions,  does  the  number  of  destitute  persons 
increase  ? 

The  persons  evicted  are  particularized  in  some  of  the  reports  dated  soon  after 
the  Extension  Act,  as  forming  a body  of  houseless  destitute  persons,  for  whom 
there  was  no  room  whatever  in  the  workhouse. 

1037.  To  your  knowledge,  have  any  persons  been  emigrated  from  the  Union, 
during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  under  their  recommendation? 

1 am  not  aware  of  any,  excepting  the  orphan  females ; I think  a party  was 
sent  from  that  workhouse. 

1038.  Will  you  state  the  number  and  the  date? 

Forty  orphan  females  were  sent  from  Carrick-on-Shannon  to  Australia. 

1039.  At  what  date? 

I anj  afraid  I cannot  supply  the  date  of  their  transmission  ; it  would  be  some 
time  during  the  period  of  the  administration  of  the  Vice-Guardians;  it  must 
have  been  so. 

1040.  Would  it  be  their  duty  to  select  them? 

In  the  first  instance,  we  instructed  the  Inspector  of  the  district,  or  the  Union, 
to  have  lists  made  out,  and,  I believe,  we  addressed  the  Guardians  at  the  same 
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time,  and  they  might  very  properly,  and  I should  think  they  would,  take  a part 
in  the  selection. 

1041.  Would  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Inspector,  at  any  rate,  to  examine  into  the 
characters  of  the  persons  to  know  that  they  were  fit  persons  ? 

It  would.  We  requested  the  Inspectors  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
selection  of  the  parties,  and  to  have  lists  prepared  for  final  examination  and  selec- 
tion by  the  Agent  of  the  Emigration  Commissioners,  whose  decision  upon  the 
subject  was  final  and  authoritative. 

1042.  The  Emigration  Agent  could  only  consider  the  physical  qualifications 
and  appearance  of  the  emigrants,  taking  for  granted  the  report  with  respect  to 
whether  they  were  orphans  or  not,  or  persons  of  good  characters  or  not,  from  the 
local  authorities  ? 

He  likewise  obtained  certificates  of  the  character  of  the  parties,  with  great 
care,  from  the  clergyman  sometimes. 

1043.  It  was  only  in  certain  cases  that  he  would  take,  as  the  first  evidence, 
the  recommendation  of  the  Inspector  ? 

He  would  take  the  lists  prepared  by  him,  by  the  Vice-Guardians  and  the 
Inspector. 

1044.  Through  what  channel  would  he  apply  to  the  clergyman  for  those 
certificates  ? 

I am  not  sure  whether  it  was  the  case  with  regard  to  all  the  girls  that  he 
obtained  written  certificates ; but  I think  it  was  the  case  with  regard  to  all  of 
them.  It  might  not  be  so  if  a girl  had  come  very  young  into  the  workhouse,  and 
remained  there  several  years ; but,  if  they  were  parties  who  had  come  recently  into 
the  workhouse,  they  would  not  be  selected  for  emigration  without  due  inquiry  into 
their  character,  and  a written  certificate  would  be  obtained  from  a clergyman,  or 
some  person  knowing  them. 

1045.  You  mean  the  chaplains  of  the  Union,  do  you  not? 

No  ; the  clergymen  of  the  parishes  where  they  were  born,  or  had  resided  before 
they  came  into  the  workhouse,  and  in  certain  cases  also  from  the  chaplains. 

1046.  In  the  restored  Boards  of  Guardians,  the  constitution  is  the  old  con- 
stitution of  the  Poor  Law,  partly  ex-officio  Guardians,  and  partly  elected 
Guardians  ? 

Yes. 

1047.  In  the  event  of  the  restoration  of  those  Boards  subsequent  to  the 
month  of  September  last,  have  any  doubts  been  felt  and  entertained  by  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  as  to  the  powers  and  authorities  of  ex-officio  Guardians  ? 

No,  not  in  reference  to  the  restoration  of  the  Local  Boards,  but  a doubt  has 
arisen  with  regard  to  new  Unions. 

1048.  What  is  that  doubt  ? 

It  arises  under  the  provisions  of  the  recent  Act  of  Parliament,  which  gave  in 
certain  circumstances  non-resident  Justices  the  power  of  acting  as  ex-officio 
Guardians.  I will  read  the  words,  “ From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  in 
any  Union  in  which  the  number  of  qualified  Justices  shall,  on  the  29th  day  of 
September  in  any  year,  not  be  equal  to  the  number  of  elected  Guardians,  every 
Justice  of  the  Peace .”  Then  it  enacts,  “ That  a Justice  of  the  Peace  non- 

resident shall  under  certain  circumstances  be  empowered  to  act.”  The  question 
put  to  us  by  a legal  gentleman,  himself  a member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
was,  whether  the  words  could  be  taken  to  apply  to  any  Union  which  did  not 
exist  at  the  29th  of  September  last.  We  took  the  Attorney-general  s opinion 
upon  that,  and  he  advised  us  that  the  words  did  not  apply  to  a new  Union  formed 
since  29th  September  last. 

1049.  Therefore,  in  the  case  of  those  new  Unions,  although  a person  may 
possess  a large  property  within  it,  and  be  a Justice  of  the  Peace  qualified  under 
the  terms  of  that  clause  to  take  part,  he  would  still  be  excluded  from  it,  if  the 
Union  had  been  formed  after  the  29th  of  September? 

I am  afraid  that  is  so,  and  will  continue  to  be  so  till  the  29th  of  September 
next.  » 
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A-  Power,  Esq. 
11  tli  May  1850. 


1050.  Unless  the  law  he  changed  ? 

Yes,  till  the  29th  of  September  next ; he  will  be  then  competent  to  act. 

1051.  With  regard  to  the  sealed  orders  which  you  issued  in  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union,  did  you  ever  issue  the  full  order  ? 

Yes,  that  was  the  first  order  issued  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


1052.  From  the  31st  of  May  to  the  1st  of  August  ? 

From  the  31st  of  December  1847  to  the  29th  of  February  1848. 

1053.  And  which  was  continued  afterwards  ? 

Yes,  from  the  29th  of  February  to  the  31st  of  March  ; but  before  the  31st  of 
March,  that  is  on  the  18th,  the  full  order  was  withdrawn,  and  a modified  order 
substituted. 


1054.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  import  of  the  full  order  ? 

It  was  an  order  authorizing  the  Guardians  to  give  relief  out  of  the  workhouse 
to  all  persons  not  relievable  out  of  the  workhouse  under  Section  1. 

1055.  That  gave  an  entirely  unlimited  power? 

Yes. 

1056.  When  was  it  that  you  issued  Order  (B.)  ; and  describe  to  the  Committee 
what  Order  (B.)  was  ? 

That  order  was  first  issued  on"  the  18th  of  March,  being  substituted  for  the 
full  order  at  that  date,  and  it  went  on  to  the  1 st  of  x\pril.  It  was  then  renewed 
on  the  1st  of  April  to  the  1st  of  May,  and  again  from  the  1st  of  May  to  the 
1st  of  June  1848. 

1057.  Will  you  state  what  that  order  was,  which  was  more  limited  than  the 
full  order  ? 

It  gave  authority  to  the  Guardians  to  relieve,  out  of  the  workhouse,  all  persons 
not  relievable  out  of  the  workhouse  under  Section  1,  “ except  able-bodied  men 
who  are  not  married  and  are  above  18  years  of  age,  or,  being  married,  have  not 
more  than  two  children  dependent  upon  them  respectively.” 

] 058.  You  were  conversant  with  the  administration  of  the  English  Poor  Law 
before  you  undertook  your  duties  in  Ireland ; is  not  the  principle  involved  in  that 
sealed  order,  making  it  proportionate  to  the  number  of  children,  similar  to  the 
principle  involved  in  the  allowance  system,  upon  which  so  much  observation  has 
been  made  at  different  times  in  England  ? 

Yes;  it  extends  the  privilege  of  out-door  relief  to  the  larger  families,  and 
does  not  extend  it  to  the  smaller. 


1059.  It  extends,  in  certain  cases,  to  married  persons,  where  in  other  cases  it 
would  be  refused  to  the  unmarried  1 

It  does  so.  I would  add,  that  those  limited  orders  arose  from  a desire  to 
obtain,  where  it  was  possible,  some  additional  room  in  the  workhouse.  They 
wore  issued  during  the  period  that  the  struggle  was  going  on,  to  apply,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  workhouse  test,  and  when  there  was  little  room  available  for  the 
purpose,  and  when  the  unlimited  order  had  been  leading  to  much  abuse,  these 
modified  orders,  which  are  by  no  means  free  from  objection,  were  substituted  as 
a lesser  evil  than  the  full  order.  There  is  no  doubt  that  principles  are  sacrificed 
in  doing  it,  but  it  was  thought,  at  that  time,  under  the  circumstances,  and  until 
more  workhouse  accommodation  could  be  obtained,  a proper  course. 

10G0.  In  reference  to  that  explanation,  will  you  turn  to  the  limited  Order  (D.), 
at  page  40,  which  was  first  from  the  7th  of  December  1848  to  the  6th  of  March 
1849? 

From  the  7th  of  December  to  the  6th  of  January  1849.  It  runs,  “Being 
widows,  or  being  women  who  have  not  been  married,  or  being  women  whose 
husbands  are  confined  in  any  gaol  or  place  of  safe  custody,  or  being  children 
whose  parents  are  both  dead.” 

1061.  Will  you  explain  on  what  grounds  women  whose  husbands  had  been 
guilty  of  crime  were  allowed  a greater  latitude  of  relief  than  women  whose 
husbands  had  been  uncontaminated  by  crime  ? 

That  is  one  of  the  limitations  arising  from  the  same  cause  which  I have 
already  mentioned  in  the  other  cases.  . There  were,  in  many  new  Unions,  a 
numerous  class  of  those  persons  either  already  in  the  workhouse  or  pressing  for 
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relief  out  of  the  workhouse,  and  in  circumstances  of  destitution.  All  these  Po^er,  Esq. 
orders  are  permissive  merely,  they  do  not  require  out-door  relief  to  he  given;  m)j  0 

they  only  permit  it  to  be  given,  and  they  cannot  take  effect  except  the  parties  1 11  '•  ^ ll5°~ 
are  destitute,  and  they  cannot  take  effect  except  there  is  no  room  in  the  work- 
house.  I do  not  see  much  reason  why,  and  indeed,  as  regards  the  destitute 
parties  themselves,  I see  no  moral  reason  why  the  wives  and  children  of  persons 
who  are  in  gaol,  or  in  a place  of  safe  custody,  should  not  have  the  same  privi- 
lege as  widows  and  children.  As  regards  the  moral  effect  of  such  an  order  in 
reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  heads  of  families,  I should  say,  that  if  there 
were  a system  of  permanent  relief  fixed  on  such  a principle,  it  might  he  a 
question  whether  it  might  not,  in  course  of  time,  have  an  improper  tendency ; 
hut  I do  not  think  that  applies  to  circumstances  of  the  description  then  existing 
in  Ireland. 

1062.  Observing  that  this  order  is  not  confined  to  Carrick-on-Shannon,  but 
that  it  is  repeated  in  a vast  variety  of  cases  in  all  parts  of  Ireland,  do  not  you 
conceive  that  a moral  or  an  immoral  effect  could  hardly  fail  to  be  produced  upon 
the  minds  both  of  the  Guardians  who  administered  the  law,  and  the  Relieving 
Officers  who  carried  your  instructions  into  effect,  and  the  community  at  large, 
when,  upon  the  authority  of  a public  department  of  the  Crown,  a preference  in 
the  shape  of  relief  was  given  to  persons  w'ho  were  connected  with  criminal  acts, 
which  was  not  given  to  persons  who  were  free  from  such  criminal  acts  ? 

I think  it  possible  that  there  may  be  some  tendency  of  that  kind  ; but  in  a 
system  so  transitory,  occasional  and  extraordinary  as  the  system  of  relief  under 
those  orders,  I do  not  think  that  consideration  to  be  of  paramount  weight. 

It  might  have  more  weight  where  it  is  a permanent  arrangement,  and  in  the 
English  Poor  Law,  which  is  a permanent  arrangement,  that  very  principle  exists. 

1063.  Is  there  any  case  under  the  English  Poor  Law  in  which  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  at  Somerset  House,  or  the  Legislature  itself,  has  declared  autho- 
ritatively that  the  wives  and  families  of  persons  in  gaol  for  crime  shall  have 
any  advantage,  being  destitute,  over  persons  who  are  not  confined  ? 

Certainly  there  is. 

1004.  Will  you  point  that  out  to  the  Committee? 

In  the  General  Order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  for  England,  dated  the 
7th  of  March  1845,  and  entitled  “ An  Order  prohibiting  Out-door  Relief,” 
which  Order  is  now  in  force  all  over  England,  there  is  this  provision : “ Every 
able-bodied  person,  &c.,  shall  be  relieved  wholly  in  the  workhouse,  save  and 
except  in  the  following  cases : No.  1,  relates  to  cases  of  sadden  and  urgent 
necessity ; No.  2,  to  cases  of  sickness ; No.  3,  to  expenses  of  burial ; No.  4,  to 
a widow  the  first  six  months  of  widowhood ; No.  6,  is  the  exception  to  which  I 
alluded,  as  authorizing  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  the  wives  and  children  of 
the  able-bodied,”  “ where  such  persons  shall  be  confined  in  any  gaol  or  place  of 
safe  custody,”  (these  are  the  very  words  of  the  Irish  Order),  “ subject  always 
to  the  regulation  contained  in  Article  4 ; ” that  article  relates  to  non-residence 
within  the  Union. 

1065.  What  relation  is  there  between  that  and  the  case  of  a widow7  ? 

What  I have  read  is  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  wives  and  families  of 
persons  in  gaol,  giving  them  the  same  privilege  of  out-door  relief  that  is  ex- 
tended to  widows.  I was  asked  in  the  same  question,  whether  there  was  any 
thing  of  the  kind  in  any  English  Act  of  Parliament,  and  I wish  to  point  out, 
that  on  the  9th  of  August  1844  a statute,  entitled  the  7th  & 8th  Victoria, 
chapter  101,  was  passed  ; in  sections  25  and  26  of  which  statute  it  is  provided, 
that  women  whose  husbands  are  beyond  the  seas,  or  in  custody  of  the  law,  or 
in  a lunatic  asylum,  shall  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as  widows  in  matters 
of  relief. 

106G.  What  is  the  statute  ? 

The  statute  is  one  for  the  amendment  of  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law 
in  England ; it  therefore  seems  that  the  Legislature  has  fully  recognized  the 
principle  by  Act  of  Parliament,  of  dealing  with  persons  in  the  situation  referred 
to,  exactly  as  widows  are  dealt  with. 

1067.  These  are  the  precedents  on  which  you  rely  for  this  order  ? 

Yes  ; those  are  analogous  cases,  precisely,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  Order  of 
(170. 4.)  N the 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


9S  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 

A.  Power,  Esq.  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in  Ireland,  with  this  exception,  that  the  Orders  i 
- — Ireland  do  not  .issue  in  favour  of  destitute  persons  except  when  the  workhouse 
nth  May  1850.  Jgfallj  whereas  in  England  there  is  no  such  condition;  hut  a person  whose 
husband  is  in  the  custody  of  the  law  may  be  relieved  out  of  the  workhouse,  by  a 
special  provision  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  in  the  same  way  as  a widow,  whether 
the  workhouse  is  full  or  not. 

1068.  Have  you  found  any  inconvenience  or  any  complaints  resulting  from 
this  provision,  as  to  the  sealed  order  to  which  you  have  adverled  ? 

We  certainly  have  ; our  experience  has  led  us,  or  at  least  has  led  me  to  think, 
that  those  limitations  of  classes  are  objectionable. 

1069.  Take  the  case  of  persons  in  confinement ; have  you  found  any  inconve- 
nience arising  out  of  the  extension  of  relief  to  the  families  of  men  confined  in 
gaols,  as  described  in  the  sealed  order  to  which  I have  adverted  s' 

That  is  not  a limitation  that  is  so  much  open  to  abuse  as  some  others. 

1070.  Is  it  not  a matter  of  notoriety  that  in  the  distress  that  has  existed  in 
Ireland,  the  cases  are  not  unfrequent  in  which  parties  have  committed  small 
offences  for  the  purpose  of  getting  committed  to  prison  ? 

Yes,  I have  known  that ; in  the  worst  times  of  the  famine  we  heard  of  a great 
many  instances  of  it. 

1071.  Is  it  not  within  your  cognizance  that  that  is  reported  in  the  Inspector- 
General’s  Prisons  Report  ? 

I was  not  aware  of  that,  but  we  have  heard  of  it  not  unfrequently  in  our  own 
department. 

1072.  With  the  sealed  order  in  force,  which  will  insure  out-door  relief  to  the 
families  of  such  persons,  if  they  are  in  confinement,  is  not  there  an  imme- 
diate combination  of  motive  and  a means  of  action  that  will  bring  such  families 
within  the  scope  of  your  sealed  order  ? 

There  is  so. 

1073.  There  is  another  sealed  order,  which  I observe  at  page  37,  where  the 
class  relieved  are  persons  whose  husbands  are  confined  in  any  place  of  safe- 
custody,  or  are  known  to  be  absent  from  Ireland.  Would  not  that  involve  the 
families  of  all  those  who  come  over  to  this  country  for  the  harvest  ? 

Yes,  that  is  liable  to  a very  serious  objection. 

1074.  Does  not  it  practically  afford  a bounty  upon  those  individuals  who  may 
be  hard-working  and  able-bodied  men,  and  who  may  speculate  with  their  labour 
in  the  higher  labour  market  in  England,  and  leave  their  families  to  he  supported 
on  out-door  relief  in  Ireland  ? 

That  certainly  is  objectionable ; but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  question 
lay  between  that  and  a full  order.  If  there  is  no  room  in  the  workhouse,  it  is 
merely  a choice  of  evils,  and  the  question  is,  which  is  the  greater  evil  of  the 
two,  to  include  a larger  class  within  the  limits  of  the  sealed  order,  or  to  give  the 
privilege  to  particular  specified  classes,  excluding  the  rest  ? 

1075.  It  is  only  permissive  in  all  cases,  so  that  the  parties  thus  described 
could  not  positively  claim  the  privilege  of  out-door  relief? 

Certainly  not ; it  is  a permission  to  relieve  such  parties  out  of  the  workhouse, 
granted  when  the  workhouse  is  full. 

1076.  Have  you  not  frequent  cases  brought  before  you,  in  which  desertions  of 
families  have  taken  place  under  the  operation,  or  at  least  concurrent  with  the 
Poor  Law  Administration  ?• 

Yes,  desertions  do  take  place. 

1077.  Will  you  refer  to  page  42,  where  not  only  is  relief  permitted  to  be  given 
to  the  families  of  persons  in  gaol,  but  to  the  families  of  persons  who  have  deserted 
them  in  terms  “ prior  to  the  8th  of  June  1847.”  Is  not  that  a preference  given 
to  the  families  of  persons  who  have  deserted  their  wives  and  children,  over 
persons  who  have  remained  at  home  to  discharge  their  duty  ? 

I think  it  unfortunate  that  that  expression  should  have  been  used  in  the  order, 
and  I think  that  a larger  class  should  be  embraced  in  preference  to  using  it ; 
but  much  depends  upon  the  circumstances  of  the  Union.  I think,  however,  that 
there  was  no  necessity  to  specify  that  particular  class  in  those  terms. 

1078.  Is 
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1078.  Is  there  anything  analogous  in  any  English  Act  of  Parliament,  or  A.  Potter,  Esq. 

orders  of  the  Poc-r  Law  Commissioners,  that  points  out  the  families  of  men  who  

have  deserted  those  families  as  special  objects  of  favour  and  bounty  ? nth  May  1850. 

They  are  relievable,  but  there  is  no  expression  used  analogous  to  that. 

1079.  Is  there  anything  analogous  in  Ireland  to  the  proceedings  that  are 
generally  taken  in  England  against  a husband  for  desertion  ? 

There  is  the  Vagrant  Law  in  Ireland  as  in  England,  which  reaches  parties  who 
desert. 

1080.  In  Ireland  it  would  do  the  same,  would  it  not? 

Yes. 

1081.  As  many  of  these  desertions  take  place,  perhaps  most  of  them,  by 
persons  coming  over  to  England  for  work,  or  many  persons  emigrating  and 
leaving  their  families  behind,  is  there  in  those  cases  any  remedy  whatever  as 
against  the  husband  or  parent  who  so  deserts  them  ? 

When  they  return,  they  can  be  apprehended  and  brought  to  justice. 

1082.  But  if  they  do  not  return,  is  there  any  remedy? 

No.  I wish  to  observe,  that  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  I quoted,  parties 
“ beyond  seas”  are  expressly  mentioned  as  parties  whose  wives  may,  in  their 
absence,  be  relieved  in  the  same  manner  as  widows. 

1083.  Do  not  you  draw  a distinction  between  persons  beyond  seas  and  persons 
who  are  stated  in  terms  to  have  deserted  their  wives  and  children  r 

Certainly. 

1 084-  Will  you  turn  to  page  45,  where  there  appears,  in  Table  24,  a sealed 
order,  which  includes  amongst  the  persons  qualified  to  apply  for  relief,  and  quali- 
tied  to  receive  it,  at  the  discretion  of  the  parochial  authorities,  not  only  women 
upwards  of  50  years  of  age,  but  with  a child  or  children,  being  illegitimate,  depen- 
dent upon  them  respectively  ? 

There  was  no  such  order  issued  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  nor  in  any 
Union  in  Ireland,  excepting  Milford  Union.  It  was  in  the  year  1848  that  that 
order  was  issued,  and  1 think  the  terms  of  the  order  very  objectionable.  I may 
add,  that  there  is  no  order  whatever  under  the  second  section  now  in  force  in 
Ireland,  nor  has  any  been  issued  since  September  last. 

1085.  Practically  speaking,  the  object  of  these  sealed  orders  was  to  extend 
relief,  in  a limited  manner,  escaping  the  inconvenience  and  abuse  incident  to  the 
full  order,  and  limiting  it  by  reference  to  some  particular  class  ? 

Yes,  it  was  so. 

1086.  Is  it  not  found  both  practically  under  the  sealed  orders,  and  likewise 
under  the  first  section,  in  which  particular  classes  are  described,  the  greatest 
possible  difficulty  in  administering  the  law  with  effect? 

There  is  a great  deal  of  abuse  and  a great  deal  of  attempt  to  deceive  incidental 
to  those  distinctions  and  limitations. 

10S7.  As  a general  habit,  have  you  found  it  better  to  leave  a larger  latitude 
and  a larger  discretion  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  rather  than,  by  specifying  cer- 
tain classes,  attempting  to  direct  them  ? 

I would  rather  do  that ; if  there  were  no  want  of  workhouse  accommodation, 

I would  rather  leave  a latitude  than  specify  particular  classes. 

1088.  You  think  that  the  discretion  of  the  Board  would  be  a better  security 
against  imposition  ? 

In  the  present  state  of  opinion  in  Ireland  as  to  out-door  relief  and  workhouse 
relief,  I think  a latitude  may  very  safely  be  entrusted  where  there  is  plenty  of 
workhouse  accommodation.  There  is  every  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the 
Boards  of  Guardians,  at  present,  to  work  the  law  in  that  safe  and  prudent  manner. 

10S9.  In  those  efforts  you  agree,  do  not  you  ? 

Entirely. 

1090.  Take  the  case  of  the  1st  section,  as  to  sickness,  are  you  not  aware  that, 
on  the  part  of  Relieving  Officers,  cases  are  returned  as  of  sickness,  appearing 
delicate,  pain  in  the  head,  or  pain  in  the  stomach,  and  where  there  has  been  an 
inconsiderate  administration  of  the  law,  that  those  have  been  admitted  as  claims 
for  relief? 

Yes ; there  might  have  been  great  practical  difficulty  in  connexion  with  the 
specified  classes. 

(170.4.)  n 2 1091.  Can 
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1091.  Can  you  state  the  cost  at  which  the  rate  was  collected  in  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  the  cost  at  which  it  is  collected  by  the 
present  elected  Board? 

I believe  the  Collectors  that  were  first  appointed  under  the  Vice-Guardians 
were  appointed  at  2s.  Gd.  in  the  pound,  which  is  a very  high  rate  of  poundage ; 
it  is  three  times  the  amount  of  usual  poundage,  even  in  difficult  Unions.  I think 
there  was  no  instance  of  such  poundage  anywhere  in  Ireland,  except  in  the 
Westport  Union,  at  one  particular  time,  when  there  was  a difficulty  in  collecting 
the  rates.  The  circumstances  which  preceded  that  arrangement  were  very  peculiar 
in  Carrick-on-Shannon ; there  was  a great  deal  of  fear  on  the  part  of  the  persons 
who  were  tendering  for  the  collection  of  the  rate ; it  was  found  that  parties, 
after  having  tendered  and  been  accepted,  were  afraid  to  venture  their  lives  upon 
the  service.  There  had  been  a murder,  that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lloyd,  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, which  had  caused  great  apprehension  ; and  that  event  is  alluded  to  in  the 
Reports  as  having  inspired  this  feeling  of  fear  and  insecurity  in  the  then  Col- 
lectors ; two  were  selected,  and  they  resigned  the  office,  and  there  was  a repre- 
sentation on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  entered  on  the  minutes, 
requesting  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  or  requesting  Captain  Wynne,  to  pro- 
cure for  them  the  services  of  strangers  ; I think  it  was  stated  at  any  price,  as 
local  parties  could  not  be  found  to  collect  the  rates ; and  it  was  under  those 
circumstances  that  entire  strangers,  I believe  four  of  them,  were  first  appointed  ; 
and  I think  at  that  same  rate  of  poundage ; I am  not  sure  that  they  all  had 
2 s.  6 d.  in  the  pound,  but  I know  that  some  of  them  had. 

1092.  At  what  poundage  were  the  rates  collected,  down  to  the  last  rate  that 
was  collected  under  the  authority  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

There  were  various  rates  ; I think  the  highest  was  Is.  Gd.,  and  the  lowest  was 
about  8 d.  or  9 d. 

1093.  Do  you  know  whether  the  lowest  tender  was  accepted  ? 

Not  in  all  cases. 

1094.  Is  there  not  a difficulty,  arising  from  the  state  of  the  law,  sometimes, 
which  precludes  the  lowest  tender  from  being  accepted  in  Ireland  ? 

There  is  no  obligation  on  Boards  of  Guardians  t.o  accept  the  lowest  tender  of 
poundage,  and  I think  it  is  very  undesirable  that  there  should  be. 

1095.  Does  not  the  law  provide  that  if  the  Collector  of  the  county-rate  is 
willing  to  undertake  the  function  of  collecting  the  poor’s  rate,  that  he  shall  have 
the  preference  1 

Yes,  in  any  Electoral  Divisions  situate  in  his  barony. 

1096.  By  the  law  he  is  entitled,  is  he  not,  to  9 d.  in  the  pound ; if  he  is 
appointed,  he  becomes  entitled  to  the  same  payment  for  collecting  the  poor’s  rate 
that  be  is  entitled  to  for  collecting  the  county  rate  ? 

No,  that  is  not  the  state  of  the  law ; the  payment  may  be  different ; the 
words  are,  “Any  Collector  for  the  time  authorized  to  collect  the  county  cess  on 
any  part  of  such  Electoral  Division,  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  Commissioners, 
and  shall  give  security  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners,  and  shall  accept 
such  salary  or  allowance  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Commissioners  for  his 
trouble  in  this  behalf,  be  levied  by  such  Collector,  who  shall,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  collection  of  such  rate,  be  deemed  a paid  officer  of  the  Union  within  which 
such  Electoral  Division  shall  be  situated  ; and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Guardians 
of  any  Union  to  issue  warrants  under  their  seal  to  each  such  Collector,  speci- 
fying the  amount  of  money  to  be  levied  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  on  each 
Electoral  Division  respectively  within  the  collection  of  such  Collector.” 

1097.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  at  what  rate  the  elected  Guardians  are 
now  collecting:  the  poor’s  rate  ? 

No. 

1098.  What  is  the  inference  you  would  draw  from  that,  as  to  the  financial 
administration  of  the  two  Boards,  if  you  find  that  the  rate  has  been  collected  on 
so  much  cheaper  terms  by  the  elected  Board  than  by  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

The  high  rate  of  poundage  given  at  the  beginning  by  the  Vice-Guardians  was, 
I think,  quite  sufficiently  accounted  for.  As  to  the  subsequent  period,  in  one- 
case  Is.  Gd.  was  given  to  Mr.  Shaw,  who  was  one  of  the  original  Collectors,  at 
2s.  Gd. ; he  was  an  excellent  Collector,  and  I believe  a good  officer,  and  collected- 

well  ; . 
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•well ; they  did  not  want  to  part  with  him,  but  he  would  not  otherwise  remain ; a.  Ptacei,  £>{• 

and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  that  Union,  as  in  others  so  situated,  to  

have  efficient  persons  to  collect  the  rate  closely.  There  is  much  lost  by  having  1Ith  Wa)'  l85°- 
inefficient  Collectors  at  low  amounts  of  poundage.  " 

1099-  You  do  not  think  that  6 d.  or  7 d.  in  the  pound  is  too  low? 

I do  not ; frequently,  in  the  country,  where  the  collection  is  not  peculiarly 
difficult,  6 d.  is  considered  a fair  rate  of  poundage. 

1100.  For  the  Relieving  Officers,  what  do  you  consider  a proper  remu- 
neration ? 

It  was  considered  originally,  when  the  Extension  Act  was  passed,  that  a range 
from  30/.  to  50 1.  was  about  the  rate  for  the  Relieving  Officers  in  Ireland;  since 
the  discontinuance  of  out-door  relief,  the  scale  of  salaries  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  has  been  considerably  reduced.  I think  we  are  reducing  the  salaries  in 
some  parts  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  where  there  is  no  out-door  relief,  as  low  as 
20/.,  and  there  is  a very  urgent  pressure  on  the  part  of  the  Board  to  reduce  that 
part  of  the  expenditure ; and  sometimes  that  has  resulted  in  a smaller  number 
being  approved  with  salaries  of  from  30  /.  to  40  /.  In  certain  other  cases  it  has 
resulted  in  the  reduction  of  the  salary,  and  the  number  too. 

1101.  Of  all  the  sources  of  economy  which  can  be  resorted  to  without  under- 
valuing any  of  them,  is  not  a diminution  of  the  salaries  of  Relieving  Officers 
that  which  ought  to  be  approached  with  the  greatest  caution  and  prudence  ? 

With  the  greatest  possible  caution,  in  cases  where  there  is  out-door  relief 
existing  to  any  considerable  extent,  or  in  which  during  the  course  of  a year  it  is 
likely  to  arise. 

1102.  In  the  administration  of  out-door  relief,  are  you  not  to  a considerable 
extent  in  the  hands  of  the  Relieving  Officer  ? 

To  a very  considerable  extent. 

1103.  Will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  what  the  rule  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  is  with  respect  to  the  answers  to  applications  to  levy  rates  in 
distressed  districts  by  instalments  ? 

We  are  opposed  very  much  to  the  collection  of  rates  by  instalments,  and  we 
always  say  that  it  is  better  to  make  such  a rate  as  may  be  collected  at  once,  a 
rate  that  may  be  fairly  and  equally  collected  over  the  district  at  once,  than  to 
make  the  rates  so  large  as  to  require  being  divided  into  two  to  collect  at  different 
seasons.  The  nature  of  our  objections  is  this : the  Collector  of  poor  rates  in 
Ireland  has  powers  by  statute  for  the  levying  of  rates  ; and  those  powers  apply 
to  the  rate  as  it  was  signed  by  the  Guardians ; and  it  seems  to  be  not  a proper 
thing  that  after  making  a rate  you  should  interfere  with  the  statutory  powers 
of  the  Collector  of  the  poor  rate,  by  directing  him  only  to  collect  half  of  it  at 
once.  No  case  has  actually  arisen  as  yet  in  which  the  question  has  been  tried ; but 
we  fear  such  a direction  of  the  Guardians  would  interfere  with  the  security  given 
by  the  bond  of  the  Collector  if  he  could  say,  “ I gave  security  for  the  collection 
of  this  rate,  but  I have  failed  in  the  collection,  because  I was  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  collect  more  than  only  half  of  it  at  once, 
and  I have  lost  much  through  the  delay.”  Another  thing  is,  that  the  incidence 
of  the  rate  may  be  changed ; that  is,  a person  properly  liable  under  the  rate,  as 
it  was  signed,  may  escape  the  payment  of  more  than  half  of  it ; and  the  person 
succeeding  him  in  the  occupation  of  a rated  hereditament  would  be  liable  to  pay 
the  remaining  half.  There  would  be  then  a claim  against  the  landlord  on  his 
part,  as  having  paid  the  rate  as  subsequent  occupier ; therefore  it  is  not  fair  to 
postpone  the  collection  of  the  rate  by  such  an  arrangement,  whereby  the  legal 
liability  to  pay  it  devolves  upon  others.  These  are  some  of  the  reasons.  Again, 
there  is  a difficulty  in  procuring  a strict  account  on  the  part  of  the  Collectors  ; 
but  that  difficulty  may  be  overcome,  to  some  extent,  by  making  a different 
arrangement  as  to  the  rate  receipts.  Still  we  knowr  that  it  has  led  to  abuse  of 
this  kind  in  some  instances.  It  is  on  these  grounds  that  we  object;  and  we 
prefer  that  the  rates  should  not  be  made  so  large  as  to  make  it  necessary  to 
collect  them  by  instalments.  In  the  particular  case  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union,  when  the  Marquis  of  Westmeath  applied  to  us,  and,  as  I think,  the  Board 
of  Guardians  too,  to  have  the  rate  collected  by  instalments,  we  discouraged  it; 
the  highest  rate  being,  I believe,  4 5.  10 Now,  in  several  of  the  most  dis- 
tressed parts  of  Ireland  a rate  of  5 s.  m many  Unions,  and  in  some  as  much  as 
5 s.  6 d.  in  the  pound,  is  now  collecting  all  at  once. 

170.4.)  k3  1104.  The 
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A Power,  Esq.  1104.  The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  the  power,  have  they  not? 

- — No ; I think  there  is  a misapprehension  on  that  point ; I do  not  think  they 

nth  May  1850.  have  authority  to  interfere  with  the  statutory  powers  given  to  the  Collectors  to 
collect  the  whole  rate  at  once. 

1105.  Have  they  never  done  it? 

They  have  never,  I believe,  directed  it  to  be  done.  There  have  been  instances 
where  Boards  of  Guardians  have  made  excessively  high  rates,  and  where  the 
impolicy  of  attempting  to  collect  those  rates,  and  the  impossibility  of  collecting 
them  equally  and  fairly  upon  a district,  has  been  so  obvious  to  the  Commission- 
ers, that  they  have  gone  so  far  as  not  to  interfere  by  the  exercise  of  any  powers 
of  their  own  to  prevent  its  being  done. 

1106.  Then  it  has  been  done  ? 

Yes ; hut  on  such  occasions  we  have  expressed  the  objections  that  we  felt  to 
that  course  being  pursued. 

1107.  Were  the  objections,  do  you  recollect,  which  were  made  to  the  amount 
of  the  rate  put  upon  the  Electoral  Division  of  Killglass,  the  total  impossibility, 
or  want  of  expectation,  that  the  rate  would  be  collected  ? 

I think  that  was  one  of  the  arguments  urged. 

1108.  Do  you  recognize  this  statement  of  Captain  Haymes,  in  his  Report  of  the 
13th  of  December  1849  : “ I beg  to  recommend  this  course  the  more  strongly, 
as  the  Guardians  appear  desirous  of  making  new  rates  as  often  as  the  wants  and 
necessities  of  the  Union  may  require,  and  as  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Union 
appear  to  me  in  a solvent  and  wholesome  state,  notwithstanding  this  temporary 
embarrassment  ?” 

The  question  relates  to  a proposition  of  the  Guardians,  after  having  made  a 
full  estimate  of  the  requirements  of  all  the  Electoral  Divisions  of  the  Union,  to 
make  a rate  only  to  the  amount  of  two-thirds  (that,  I think,  was  the  proposition) 
of  the  whole.  It  turned  out,  however,  that  that  estimate  was  wrong  in  this 
respect.  We  had  to  apportion  to  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  the  grants 
that  had  been  made,  and  that  step  had  not  been  taken;  and  the  clerk  had 
included  in  the  liabilities  of  the  Electoral  Divisions  all  balances  as  due  from  the 
Electoral  Divisions  in  respect  of  the  expenditure  which  had  been  carried  on  by 
means  of  the  grants.  After  the  apportionments  were  made  of  those  advances,  the 
balances  were  very  considerably  reduced,  and  a new  estimate,  upon  which  the 
present  rate  is  made,  was  formed  on  the  reduced  balances.  According  to  the  first 
estimate,  I believe,  in  the  Killglass  Electoral  Division,  there  would  have  been  a 
rate  wanted  of  nearly  9 s.  in  the  pound  ; I think  that  was  the  first  estimate ; the 
rate  that  was  made  upon  the  amended  estimate  was  4 s.  10  d. 

1109.  Did  not  Captain  Haymes  report  favourably  of  the  elected  Board  of 
Guardians  in  several  reports  made  subsequently  to  their  election  ? 

Yes ; I think  he  spoke  favourably  of  their  exertions,  and  I believe  he  spoke 
of  their  disposition  to  administer  the  law  properly,  and  to  co-operate  with  him. 

1110.  Did  not  that  favourable  report  of  his,  or  those  favourable  reports  of 
his,  form  rather  a contrast  with  his  subsequent  report,  after  his  attention  had 
been  drawn  by  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  or  by  the  petition  founded  upon 
the  report  of  that  Committee,  to  the  abuses  existing  in  the  workhouse  ? 

He  certainly,  in  a subsequent  Report,  complained  that  the  Board  of  Guardians 
did  not  attend  to  all  his  suggestions,  and  did  not  remedy  certain  abuses. 

1111.  Did  Captain  Haymes,  in  his  Report  of  the  27th  of  December,  attribute 
the  disgraceful  state  into  which  the  workhouse  had  fallen,  and  the  disorgani- 
zations which  existed,  to  the  constant  disagreements  amongst  the  officers  of  the 
house,  and  not  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? 

There  is  a statement  to  that  effect,  1 know. 

1112.  Although  you  have  felt,  upon  the  grounds  that  you  have  stated,  a dis- 
inclination to  sanction  the  collection  of  rates  by  instalments,  yet  it  appears 
that,  as  in  the  case  of  Killglass,  you  felt  it  your  duty  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
rate  which  the  Guardians  have  wished  to  impose  ? 

In  the  case  of  Killglass,  the  estimate  had  been  too  high  ; it  was  made  on 
wrong  materials.  I believe  the  rate  which  was  actually  made  after  our  inter- 
ference, was  made  upon  the  amount  of  the  liabilities,  as  far  as  I know. 

1118.  Have 
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1113.  Have  there  not  been  other  cases  in  which,  without  the  slio-htest  around 
of  suspecting  that  the  estimate  was  otherwise  than  a correct  and  just  one  in 
reference  to  the  anticipated  liabilities,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  from  the 
excess  of  that  rate,  have  found  it  necessary  to  diminish  its  amount  ’ ' 

They  have  not  power  to  interfere  effectually  in  it,  but  they  have  expressed 
themselves  strongly,  in  some  such  cases,  as  to  the  inexpediency  of  maltin'*  rates  so 
large,  although  formed  upon  a true  estimate  of  the  liabilities,  as  to  render  their 
collection  impossible  with  any  reasonable  degree  of  equality  through  the  district. 

1114.  Has  not  that  been  the  case  specifically  with  respect  to  some  of  the 

Electoral  Divisions  in  the  Union  of  Listowel,  where  the  amount  of  the  rate 
appeared  so  excessive  as  to  deprive  the  Commissioners  of  any  reasonable  hope 
of  its  being  collected  ? 1 

It  was  so  in  the  case  of  Listowel,  with  this  additional  fact,  that  rates  had  been 
made  on  the  same  divisions  only  a very  short  period  before  ; as  short  as  two 
months  or  six  weeks  before. 

. H15.  I observe  in  the  rates  struck  in  this  Parliamentary  Paper,  which  I hold 
m my  hand,  that  in  the  Union  of  Rathkeale,  at  the  close  of  the  last  year,  the  rates 
varied  from  the  minimum  sum  of  2s.  3d.  in  the  pound  for  six  months,  in  the 
Electoral  Division  of  Loughill,  up  to  the  sum  of  9*.  8d.  for  three  months,  in  the 
immediately  adjacent  Electoral  Division  of  Killmoylagh;  was  not  that  case 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  did  not 
they  give  a direction  thereon  ? 

Yes,  we  recommended  that  the  full  amount  of  the  liabilities  should  not  he 
attempted  to  be  raised  by  an  immediate  rate. 

1116.  In  those  cases,  will  not  the  same  inconveniences  arise,  necessarily,  that 
you  have  already  so  clearly  described  in  respect  to  taking  the  rates  by  instalments, 
namely,  that  the  persons  subject  to  the  liabilities  may  vary? 

That  is  so. 

1117.  Was  not  the  course  taken  in  respect  to  those  Electoral  Divisions  so 
varying,  that  an  additional  amount  was  placed  for  the  repayment  of  the  G overn- 
ment  advances  upon  those  Electoral  Divisions  where  the  management  of  the 
poor  had  been  the  best,  and  a reduction  made  in  the  rates  of  those  where  there 
had  been  a great  enhancement  of  pauperism  ? 

In  w ell- cii cumstanced  Electoral  Divisions,  perhaps,  not  owing  altogether  to 
the  management,  hut  in  well-circumstanced  Electoral  Divisions  where  litjht  rates 
were  required  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury 
thought  it  right  to  insist  upon  the  payment  of  that  money  which  had  been 
advanced  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  and  this  to  an  extent  of  3 s.  in  the 
pound.  They  required  that  rates  should  he  made  for  the  repayment  of  those 
advances;  but  not  beyond  that  extent. 

1118.  But  in  relation  to  those  that  were  9s.  4 d.  in  the  pound,  and  9s.  8 d. 
in  the  pound,  a reduction  of  the  rate  has  been  made  practically  ? 

1 he  Guardians  were  recommended  not  to  attempt  the  collection  of  such  lar°-e 
rates  at  once.  ° 

1119.  And  the  warrants  were  reduced  accordingly  ? 

They  made  lower  rates  frequently,  I think,  on  that  suggestion. 

1120.  Are  there  any  other  papers  that  you  wish  to  put  in? 

I think  I have  referred  to  these  papers  in  my  previous  evidence.  They  con- 
tain the  testimonials  of  the  two  gentlemen  who  were  last  in  office  as  Vice- 
Guardians  at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  the  correspondence  preceding  their 
appointments ; I allude  to  Air.  Mortimer  and  Mr.  Robinson ; they  were  as 
highly  recommended,  1 think,  as  any  persons  appointed  to  the  office  of  Vice- 
Guardians. 

[The  same  are  handed  in .]4 
The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next, 

One  o’clock. 


(170.4.) 


n 4 


A.  Power,  Esq. 
nth  May  1850. 
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Evidence  on  the 
Petition  of  the 

THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair.  Board  of  Guardians 

of  the  Union  of 

Carrick-on- 

Shannon. 

JAMES  KIRKWOOD,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows : J.  Kirkwood,  Esq. 

14th  May  1850. 

1121.  YOU  are  a Justice  of  the  Peace?  

I am. 

1122.  Acting  for  what  county? 

For  the  county  of  Roscommon. 

1 123.  You  are  not  at  present  a member  of  the  Local  Board  ? 

No,  not  of  Carrick-on-Shannon ; I was  there,  but  I have  been  removed  to 
Boyle;  part  of  my  land  has  been  added  by  a new  regulation  to  the  Boyle 
Union. 

1124.  Were  you  a member  of  the  former  Local  Board  previously  to  the 
dissolution  ? 

I was. 

1125.  Your  attendance  has  been  pretty  constant  upon  the  Board  since  the 
restoration  of  it? 

Yes,  it  has,  up  to  the  time  I was  removed  to  Boyle ; latterly,  of  course,  I could 
not  attend  there. 

1126.  But  from  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  Vice-Guardians  and  the 
sitting  of  the  elected  Board  your  attendance  was  pretty  constant  ? 

It  was ; I cannot  say  very  constant,  because  I have  much  private  business  to 
attend  to ; but  I was  there  pretty  often. 

1127.  Sufficiently  often  to  be  cognizant  of  what  was  passing  in  the  work- 
house  ? 

No ; I did  not  go  much  through  the  house  after  what  we  call  the  old  Board 
came  in. 

1128.  You  visited  the  house  some  time  previously  to  the  removal  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  ? 

I did ; and  if  your  Lordships  will  allow  me  to  state  simply  what  I know,  and 
what  I recollect,  perhaps  I shall  be  shorter. 

1 129.  What  was  the  date  of  that  visit  ? 

I cannot  say  the  exact  time. 

1130.  In  what  month  or  year  was  it? 

It  was  in  the  month,  I think,  of  October  last,  but  I am  not  quite  positive  of 
the  exact  time. 

1131.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  you  saw,  and  what  passed  on  the 
occasion  when  you  made  that  visit  to  the  workhouse  ? 

It  was  some  short  time  previously  to  the  removal  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  and 
I wished  to  ask  some  questions  of  the  clerk  relative  to  the  coming  in  of  what 
we  call  the  old  Board,  that  is,  the  Local  Board,  which  had  been  in  before.  After 
I had  put  some  question,  which  I think  was  for  that  purpose,  I left  the  house, 
and  in  proceeding  towards  the  town  of  Carrick,  which  is  a considerable  distance 
from  the  workhouse,  when  I had  got  a short  distance  away  from  the  workhouse, 

(170. 5.)  O I heard 
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1 heard  a noise  behind  me,  a sort  of  confused  noise  of  voices  and  tramplino-  • 
I turned  round,  and  I saw  a very  large  crowd  of  women  following  me  from  the 
workhouse.  I suppose  they  had  heard  I was  there,  and  they  broke  out  of  the 
•workhouse,  and  followed  me  down  the  street.  I turned  round  rather  alarmed  at 
seeing  such  a concourse  of  persons ; they  were  armed  with  different  sorts  of 
sticks  and  things  ; they  came  up  to  me,  and  some  of  them  begged  that  I would 
return  to  the  workhouse  to  see  the  sort  of  food  that  those  poor  women  were 
getting  ; to  the  best  of  my  opinion  there  were  about  300  altogether  ; about  half 
of  those  women  separated  from  the  rest,  and  they  went  off  in  another  direction 
to  the  branch  workhouse,  which  had  been  closed  at  Jamestown;  it  had  been 
closed,  and  they  wanted  to  get  back  again  ; the  other  part  followed  me  hack  to 
the  workhouse.  I proceeded  to  their  eating  room.  This,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection, happened  between  two  and  three  o’clock  in  the  day,  and  their  breakfast 
was  on  the  table. 

1132.  At  two  or  three  o’clock  in  the  day  their  breakfast  was  on  the  table  ? 

Yes,  and  a very  wretched  breakfast,  very  wretched  indeed.  The  Assistant 

Apothecary  came  down  with  me,  and  he  directed  my  attention  to  the  food,  as 
also  to  the  milk,  which  could  not  be  called  milk  ; it  appeared  to  me  to  be  half 
water. 

1 133.  Worse  than  London  milk  ? 

It  was  very  bad.  The  gruel,  or  sort  of  thing  they  were  getting,  was  wretchedly 
had,  and  not  halt  sufficient  in  quantity  or  quality.  After  I had  looked  over 
that,  I proceeded  to  the  kitchens,  and  really  I regretted  having  gone,  for  the 
stench  was  very  bad  in  them,  the  smell  from  the  boilers  ; they  did  not  appear  to 
me  to  have  been  cleansed  for  a considerable  length  of  time,  and  there  was  some 
of  this  wretched  porridge  at  the  bottom  of  one  of  the  boilers  which  I recollect, 
and  really  it  was  offensive  to  go  near  it,  it  was  in  such  a state.  After  looking 
over  that  part  of  the  house,  I proceeded  to  the  Board-room,  and  in  the  Board- 
room  I met  Captain  Haymes,  the  Inspecting  Officer,  and  one  of  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians, a Mr.  Mortimer.  I was  a little  excited,  certainly.  I was  a little  annoyed 
at  finding  the  state  that  the  parts  of  the  house  which  I visited  were  in,  after  such 
a quantity  of  money  being  abstracted  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  and  put, 
as  I thought  to  such  a very  bad  purpose.  I really  felt  very  much  annoyed,  and 
1 might,  perhaps,  have  said  more  than  was  altogether  right;  however,  I forget 
now  exactly  what  I said,  I was  so  much  annoyed.  I cannot  state  it  nor  is  it 
necessary,  I believe.  I then  left  the  Board-room,  and  I proceeded  down  to  the 
town. 


nationt  ^ Captaic  Haymes  or  Mr-  Mortimer,  in  reply,  give  you  any  expla- 
withTn<>t  reC°Ue0t  anythinS  tllat  occ™red  there  ; I cannot  charge  my  memory 


1135.  You  do  not  recollect  what  passed  in  that  conversation  ? 
r No,„.Tfa,ea  3.Proceeded  dmTO  t°  the  town,  and  about  the  centre  of  the  town 
I met  Mr.  St  George,  who  was  the  proprietor  of  the  town  of  Carrick-on-Shannon 
and  the  neighbourhood  round  it.  We  were  speaking  together,  and  up  came  the 
master  of  the  workhouse,  with  three  of  those  unfortunate  panper  women  to- 
request  that  we  would  take  informations  against  them  for  a riot.  If  I recollect 
rightly,  I myself  thought  that  this  might  be  a good  opportunity  to  go  back  and 
inqume  into  the  abuses  which  I heard  had  been  practised  in  the  house  : and 
Mr  St.  George  and  his  agent,  Captain  Cox,  and  I,  three  magistrates,  returned 
to  the  Board-room  for  the  purpose  of  taking  those  informations.  Upon  our 
return,  I desired  that  Mrs.  Kelly,  who  held  some  situation  in  the  house  — 
am  v T at  0I\e  tlme  the  ass>stant  matron,  but  I am  not  quite  sure, 
—should  he  caUed ; and  on  my  putting  some  questions  to  her  relative  to  pecu- 
lations and  matters  that  had  occurred  in  the  house,  Captain  Haymes  stood  up,  and 
he  said,  Mr.  Kirkwood,  you  have  no  right  to  interfere  here,  except  as  a magis- 
trate ; you  have  no  right  to  put  any  questions  relative  to  the  internal  regulations 
of  the  house  ; you  have  not  come  in  yet  as  Guardian,  and  you  have  no  right  to 
interfere.  _ I answered,  stating  that  I would  insist  upon  the  most  searching 
investigation  from  the  abuses  which  I had  heard  had  taken  place  in  the  house“ 
that  Mr.  ht.  George  and  I were  there  as  very  heavy  rate-payers  and  magistrates 
also,  and  that  of  course  we  must  have  some  right  to  inquire  into  all  those 

abuses. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS  OF  CARRICK-ON-SnANNON  UNION.  107 

abuses.  I then  commenced  putting  questions  to  Mrs.  Kelly,  and  I asked  her  if  j.  Kirhoood,  Esq. 

she  did  not  know  of  several  things  being  sold  out  of  the  house,  such  as  the  

stirabout,  after  it  was  made  in  the  boilers  ; that  the  best  parts  of  it  had  been  14th  Ma7  l8s°* 
removed,  and  water  put  to  it,  and  then  sold  to  the  people  in  the  town  for  feeding 
their  pigs ; she  said,  she  had  often  heard  that  such  was  the  case. 

1 136.  That  she  had  often  heard  that  it  had  been  sold  ? 

Yes;  I asked  her  if  she  knew  of  soap  being  sold;  she  said  she  had  heard  of 
the  soap  being  sold,  and  paupers’  clothes;  and,  in  fact,  almost  everything  in  the 
workhouse,  she  said,  she  had  heard  at  different  times  had  been  sold ; she  did  not 
swear  positively. 

1137.  Did  she  say  this  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Haymes? 

She  said  this  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Haymes,  I think  (this  is  one  link 
which  is  out  of  my  evidence) ; there  was,  I think,  another  witness  examined,  but 
I cannot  recollect  whom,  or  whether  there  was  ; but  I rather  think  there  was  a 
witness  examined,  who  proved  that  he  knew  of  those  things  being  sold. 

1138.  A pauper? 

No,  it  was  not;  I think  it  was  one  of  the  inferior  officers  of  the  house. 

1139.  But  you  have  no  recollection  about  it  ? 

I cannot  remember. 

1 140.  Did  you  make  any  minute  in  writing  of  these  statements? 

No  ; unfortunately  I took  no  minute. 

1141.  Were  these  statements  made  upon  oath,  or  were  they  in  conver- 
sation ? 

They  were  made  upon  oath  by  Mrs.  Kelly.  If  another  witness  was  examined, 
which  I have  some  faint  recollection  of,  but  I am  not  quite  sure,  Captain  Haymes 
must  have  taken  notes,  of  course ; it  was  his  duty  to  do  it ; and,  if  I recollect 
rightly,  but  I cannot  charge  my  memory  with  the  exact  words,  I remarked,  I 
think,  to  Captain  Haymes,  that  he  ought  to  take  notes  ; but  this  I cannot  be 
positive  in  swearing  to ; I know  he  was  writing ; he  had  some  paper  and  pen 
and  ink  before  him. 

1142.  Was  Mr.  Mortimer  or  Mr.  Robinson  there? 

Mr.  Mortimer  was  there;  Mr.  Robinson  came  in;  he  had  followed  those 
paupers  whoJiad  escaped  to  the  Jamestown  Workhouse,  and  brought  them  back ; 
we  were  getting  on  with  those  investigations. 

1 1 43.  Was  the  master  present  at  that  time  ? 

He  was  present  at  a part  of  it. 

1144.  Was  he  not  in  fever  at  that  time? 

No,  he  was  not  in  fever,  but  he  got  in  fever,  I believe,  immediately  after  the 
Local  Board  had  been  appointed,  and  he  was  then  dismissed ; there  is  not  now 
the  same  master. 

1145.  But  he  was  not  in  fever  during  the  time  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were 
in  office  ? 

Not  that  I heard  of;  I did  not  hear  that  he  was  ; but  I know  he  was  not  in 
fever  at  the  time  to  which  I am  referring,  for  he  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  perfect 
health ; that  is  all  that  I can  charge  my  memory  with  at  present. 

1146.  Is  there  a book  kept  in  which  visitors  enter  their  observations  respect- 
ing the  state  oi  the  house  ? 

I believe  there  is  ; lam  not  quite  sure  of  that. 

1147.  Having  described  the  state  of  the  house  in  the  mouth  of  October  1849, 
did  you  make  any  entry  in  the  visitors’  book  of  your  observations  of  the  state  of 
the  house  ? 

I did  not ; I made  no  entry ; there  is  a minute  kept,  but  I was  a good  deal 
employed  upon  private  matters  of  my  own ; I went  as  often  as  I could,  but  I 
took  no  very  active  part. 

1148.  You  did  not  enter  it  in  the  visitors’  book  ? 

I did  not.  • 

(170.5.)  o 2 1149.  Did 
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cumstances,  its  condition  as  left  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  the  alterations 
made  by  the  Local  Board  when  they  came  into  office  ? 

I think  I have  stated  that  already,  when  I said  that  the  day  I visited  it,  those 
parts  of  the  house  which  I visited,  with  the  exception  of  the  Board-room,  were 
all  in  confusion  and  filth. 

1 1 78.  Under  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

Under  the  Vice-Guardians. 

1179.  When  the  Local  Board  was  restored,  had  you  any  opportunity  of  know- 
ing whether  there  was  an  improved  system  of  management  ? 

I had  only  one  opportunity  of  knowing,  and  that  was  the  day  I visited  and 
saw  those  new  improvements  which  had  been  made  by  the  Local  Board  in  the 
kitchens  and  in  the  drying-rooms. 

1180.  Was  there  a Visiting  Committee  appointed  by  the  Local  Board? 

I am  not  aware ; I have  not  been  on  any  of  the  committees ; the  day  that  Lord 
Westmeath  was  appointed  Chairman,  and  the  different  regulations  were  made, 
I was  from  home  ; 1 was  not  able  to  attend,  nor  did  I attend  for  either  one  or  two 
meetings  after  that. 

1181.  Then  you  were  not  on  any  of  the  committees,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
visit  the  interior  of  the  house  after  that  time  ? 

No  ; I have  not  been  on  a committee  at  all. 

1182.  Should  you  have  conceived  that  it  was  your  duty  to  go  and  visit  the 
interior  of  the  house,  when  there  was  a committee  to  do  it,  and  report  upon  it  ? 

I did  not  think  it  was  my  duty  to  do  so. 

1183.  Was  the  whole  time  of  you  and  the  other  Guardians  occupied  in  the 
Board-room  during  those  periods'? 

Upon  my  word,  it  was  principally  occupied  in  the  Board-room.  I often  came 
at  a very  early  hour. 

1184.  What  were  the  duties  which,  in  your  renewed  possession  of  powers, 
you  exercised  as  a member  of  the  present  Board  ? 

The  only  duties  which  I exercised,  not  being  upon  any  of  the  committees, 
were  to  attend  in  the  Board-room  and  to  vote,  as  L thought  best,  for  the  different 
regulations  and  officers  and  things  connected  with  the  house. 

1185.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  considering  in  what  state  the  books  of  the 
house  were  kept  at  the  time  that  the  Vice-Guardians  left  office  ? 

I cannot  at  all  touch  upon  that ; I never  inquired  into  that ; I do  not  know 
at  all. 

1186.  You  stated  in  a former  part  of  your  evidence  that  you  knew  that 
certain  evils  existed  at  the  time  the  Vice- Guardians  were  in  office  ? 

I heard  of  abuses ; I did  not  know  them. 

1187.  Did  you  not  see  them  ? 

No,  I did  not  see  them.  I found  what  I have  stated  when  I visited  the 
house.  I acknowledge  that,  but  I did  not  know  of  abuses.  I heard  of  pecu- 
lations being  committed. 

1 188.  When  you  saw  the  workhouse  at  your  visit,  during  the  time  of  the 
Vice-Guardians,  did  you  not  speak  just  now  of  stenches  and  various  nuisances? 

Yes,  I acknowledge  that ; but  I thought  your  Lordship  alluded  to  those 
peculations  which  I examined  Mrs.  Kelly  upon. 

1189.  You  found  these  evils  in  the  house? 

I did,  filth  and  stenches. 

1190.  Did  you  take  any  part,  as  a member  of  the  Board,  when  you  became  a 
member  of  the  Board,  in  devising  any  remedy  for  any  of  those  abuses  which  you 
yourself  knew  existed '? 

The  only  part  I took  was  to  vote  for  those  changes  which  have  been  made  in 
the  kitchens  and  those  places.  I thought  that,  as  we  had  an  inspecting  officer, 
it  was  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  into  any  particulars  with  regard  to  the 
state  of  the  house. 

1191.  Had 
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1191.  Had  there  not  been  an  Inspecting  Officer  at  the  time  that  those  abuses  J. 
prevailed  ; was  not  Captain  Haymes  an  Inspecting  Officer? 

In  justice  to  Captain  Haymes,  I must  say  that  he  had  been  only  a short  time 
there  at  the  time  1 visited  the  house  ; when  this  investigation  was  held,  he  had 
been  only  a few  days  in  office  ; I do  not  think  he  had  had  quite  time  to  rectify 
any  of  those  things. 

1192.  At  what  time  did  you  take  any  steps  to  satisfy  yourself,  as  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  that  the  evils  which  had  existed  had  been  remedied  ? 

None,  until  I visited  those  kitchens  where  those  new  improvements  had  been 
put  in ; that  was  the  only  step  which  I took,  because  committees  had  been 
appointed  to  look  through  the  house  ; I was  not  on  those  committees,  and  did 
not  think  myself  justified  in  going  round. 

1193.  Do  you  know  who  composed  the  Visiting  Committee? 

I forget  now. 

1194.  Was  Mr.  Peyton  one? 

I believe  Mr.  Peyton  was  one;  there  was  Mr.  Lloyd;  there  were  Visiting 
Committees,  I believe,  appointed  either  every  week  or  every  month ; three  or 
four  of  the  Guardians  were  appointed  to  relieve  each  other  every  week  or 
month. 

1195.  Should  you  have  thought  it  your  business,  as  an  individual  Guardian, 
to  get  up  and  go  off  into  the  House,  and  scrutinize  it,  at  the  time  when  you 
knew  that  there  were  committees  appointed  specially  by  the  Board  for  that 
purpose? 

Certainly  not. 

1 196.  Should  you  have  considered  your  time  wasted  if  you  had  done  that  ? 

I do  not  think  I should  have  considered  my  time  wasted,  but  I think 
I should  have  been  acting  as  a sort  of  Paul  Pry,  as  there  were  others  there  to 
do  the  work. 

1197.  However,  the  fact  was  that  you  did  not  consider  it  your  duty,  and  did 
not  do  it,  and  therefore  you  cannot  speak  as  to  those  points  ? 

No,  I cannot. 

1198.  You  are  aware  that  a Committee  of  Inquiry  was  appointed  from  the 
Local  Board  itself,  shortly  after  the  appointment  of  the  Local  Board,  to  inquire 
into  the  general  state  of  the  workhouse  ? 

There  was  a Finance  Committee  appointed. 

1199.  There  was  a committee  appointed  after  the  Local  Board  was  re- 
appointed ? 

I believe  the  Finance  Committee  answered  both  purposes ; I was  not  aware 
that  there  was  any  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

1200.  Was  there  any  general  report  made  respecting  the  conduct  of  any  of 
the  officers  from  that  Finance  Committee  ? 

Yes  ; if  1 recollect  rightly,  the  master  was  recommended  to  be  removed. 

1201.  Was  there  any  other  officer  recommended  to  be  removed? 

I do  not  know  that  there  was ; the  matron,  I know,  was  changed. 

1202.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee. whether  there  was  any  report  made 
regarding  the  conduct  of  any  of  the  officers  concerned  in  the  Union,  whether 
Inspectors  or  any  other  person  whatsoever  ? 

No,  I cannot  charge  my  memory  now  ; I know  the  master  had  beenremoved, 
and  the  matron  was  removed  ; there  are  a new  master  and  a new  matron  now, 
but  I do  not  know  of  any  other. 

1203.  At  the  time  that  you  went  over  the  house,  was  Captain  Haymes  or 
Captain  Wynne  the  Inspecting  Officer? 

Captain  Haymes. 

1204.  What  were  your  days  of  attendance  since  you  resumed  your  functions 
as  an  e.r-afficio  Guardian  ? 

The  days,  I think,  were  Wednesdays. 

(170.5.)  o 4 1205.  That 
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cum  stances,  its  condition  as  left  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  the  alterations 
made  by  the  Local  Board  when  they  came  into  office  ? 

I think  I have  stated  that  already,  when  I said  that  the  day  I visited  it,  those 
parts  of  the  house  which  I visited,  with  the  exception  of  the  Board-room,  were 
all  in  confusion  and  filth. 

1178.  Under  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

Under  the  Vice-Guardians. 

1179.  When  the  Local  Board  was  restored,  had  you  any  opportunity  of  know- 
ing whether  there  was  an  improved  system  of  management  ? 

I had  only  one  opportunity  of  knowing,  and  that  was  the  day  I visited  and 
saw  those  new  improvements  which  had  been  made  by  the  Local  Board  in  the 
kitchens  and  in  the  drying-rooms. 

1180.  Was  there  a Visiting  Committee  appointed  by  the  Local  Board? 

I am  not  aware ; I have  not  been  on  any  of  the  committees ; the  day  that  Lord 
Westmeath  was  appointed  Chairman,  and  the  different  regulations  were  made, 
1 was  from  home  ; 1 was  not  able  to  attend,  nor  did  I attend  for  either  one  or  two 
meetings  after  that. 

1181.  Then  you  were  not  on  any  of  the  committees,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
visit  the  interior  of  the  house  after  that  time  ? 

No  ; I have  not  been  on  a committee  at  all. 

1182.  Should  you  have  conceived  that  it  was  your  duty  to  go  and  visit  the 
interior  of  the  house,  when  there  was  a committee  to  do  it,  and  report  upon  it  ? 

I did  not  think  it  was  my  duty  to  do  so. 

1183.  Was  the  whole  time  of  you  and  the  other  Guardians  occupied  in  the 
Board-room  during  those  periods  ? 

Upon  my  word,  it  was  principally  occupied  in  the  Board-room.  I often  came 
at  a very  early  hour. 

1184.  What  were  the  duties  which,  in  your  renewed  possession  of  powers, 
you  exercised  as  a member  of  the  present  Board  r 

The  only  duties  which  I exercised,  not  being  upon  any  of  the  committees, 
were  to  attend  in  the  Board-room  and  to  vote,  as  L thought  best,  for  the  different 
regulations  and  officers  and  things  connected  with  the  house. 

1185.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  considering  in  what  state  the  books  of  the 
house  were  kept  at  the  time  that  the  Vice-Guardians  left  office  ? 

I cannot  at  all  touch  upon  that ; I never  inquired  into  that ; I do  not  know 
at  all. 

1186.  You  stated  in  a former  part  of  your  evidence  that  you  knew  that 
certain  evils  existed  at  the  time  the  Vice- Guardians  were  in  office? 

I heard  of  abuses ; I did  not  know  them. 

1 187.  Did  you  not  see  them  ? 

No,  1 did  not  see  them.  I found  what  I have  stated  when  I visited  the 
house.  I acknowledge  that,  but  I did  not  know  of  abuses.  1 heard  of  pecu- 
lations being  committed . 

1188.  When  you  saw  the  workhouse  at  your  visit,  during  the  time  of  the 
Vice-Guardians,  did  you  not  speak  just  now  of  stenches  and  various  nuisances  ? 

Yes,  I acknowledge  that;  but  I thought  your  Lordship  alluded  to  those 
peculations  which  I examiued  Mrs.  Kelly  upon. 

1189.  You  found  these  evils  in  the  house  ? 

I did,  filth  and  stenches. 

1190.  Did  you  take  any  part,  as  a member  of  the  Board,  when  you  became  a 
member  of  the  Board,  in  devising  any  remedy  for  any  of  those  abuses  which  you 
yourself  knew  existed  ? 

The  only  part  I took  was  to  vote  for  those  changes  which  have  been  made  in 
the  kitchens  and  those  places.  I thought  that,  as  we  had  an  inspecting  officer, 
it  was  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  into  any  particulars  with  regard  to  the 
state  of  the  house. 

1191.  Had 
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1191.  Had  there  not  been  an  Inspecting  Officer  at  the  time  that  those  abuses  J.  Kid-mod,  Esq. 

prevailed  ; was  not  Captain  Haymes  an  Inspecting  Officer?  _ utb  Ma7i8«o 

In  justice  to  Captain  Haymes,  I must  say  that  he  had  been  only  a short  time  4 y 
there  at  the  time  I visited  the  house  ; when  this  investigation  was  held,  he  had 
been  only  a few  dajs  in  office  ; I do  not  think  he  had  had  quite  time  to  rectify 
any  of  those  things. 

1192.  At  what  time  did  you  take  any  steps  to  satisfy  yourself,  as  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  that  the  evils  which  had  existed  had  been  remedied  ? 

None,  until  I visited  those  kitchens  where  those  new  improvements  had  been 
put  in ; that  was  the  only  step  which  I took,  because  committees  had  been 
appointed  to  look  through  the  house  ; I was  not  on  those  committees,  and  did 
not  think  myself  justified  in  going  round. 

1193.  Do  you  know  who  composed  the  Visiting  Committee? 

I forget  now. 

1194.  Was  Mr.  Peyton  one? 

I believe  Mr.  Peyton  was  one;  there  was  Mr.  Lloyd;  there  were  Visiting 
Committees,  I believe,  appointed  either  every  week  or  every  month ; three  or 
four  of  the  Guardians  were  appointed  to  relieve  each  other  every  week  or 
month. 

1195.  Should  you  have  thought  it  your  business,  as  an  individual  Guardian, 
to  get  up  and  go  off  into  the  House,  and  scrutinize  it,  at  the  time  when  you 
knew  that  there  were  committees  appointed  specially  by  the  Board  for  that 
purpose  ? 

Certainly  not. 

1196.  Should  you  have  considered  your  time  wasted  if  you  had  done  that? 

I do  not  think  I should  have  considered  my  time  wasted,  but  I think 
I should  have  been  acting  as  a sort  of  Paul  Pry,  as  there  were  others  there  to 
do  the  work. 

1 197.  However,  the  fact  was  that  you  did  not  consider  it  your  duty,  and  did 
not  do  it,  and  therefore  you  cannot  speak  as  to  those  points  ? 

No,  I cannot. 

1198.  You  are  aware  that  a Committee  of  Inquiry  was  appointed  from  the 
Local  Board  itself,  shortly  after  the  appointment  of  the  Local  Board,  to  inquire 
into  the  general  state  of  the  workhouse  ? 

There  was  a Finance  Committee  appointed. 

1199.  There  was  a committee  appointed  after  the  Local  Board  was  re- 
appointed ? 

I believe  the  Finance  Committee  answered  both  purposes ; I was  not  aware 
that  there  was  any  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

1200.  "Was  there  any  general  report  made  respecting  the  conduct  of  any  of 
the  officers  from  that  Finance  Committee  ? 

Yes  ; if  l recollect  rightly,  the  master  was  recommended  to  be  removed. 

1201.  Was  there  any  other  officer  recommended  to  be  removed  ? 

I do  not  know  that  there  was ; the  matron,  I know,  was  changed. 

1202.  "Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  whether  there  was  any  report  made 
regarding  the  conduct  of  any  of  the  officers  concerned  in  the  Union,  whether 
Inspectors  or  any  other  person  whatsoever  ? 

No,  I cannot  charge  my  memory  now  ; I know  the  master  had  been  removed, 
and  the  matron  was  removed  ; there  are  a new  master  and  a new  matron  now, 
but  I do  not  know  of  any  other. 

1 203.  At  the  time  that  you  went  over  the  house,  was  Captain  Haymes  or  , 

Captain  Wynne  the  Inspecting  Officer  ? 

Captain  Haymes. 

1204.  What  were  your  days  of  attendance  since  you  resumed  your  functions 
as  an  e.v-qfficio  Guardian  ? 

The  days,  I think,  were  Wednesdays. 

(170.5.)  o 4 1205.  That 
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J.  Kirkwood,  Esq. 
14th  May  1850. 


1205.  That  was  the  regular  weekly  day  of  attendance ; was  it  found  necessary 
to  attend  on  any  other  day,  either  as  the  whole  of  the  Board  or  as  committees  ? 

The  committees  attended,  I believe,  almost  every  day ; there  were  so  many 
different  things  to  be  regulated,  that  I believe  they  were  obliged  to  attend,  at  all 
events,  three  or  four  times  a week  ; I know  my  brother  is  on  the.  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  he  was  obliged  to  attend  almost  every  day  for  the  first  month. 

1206.  What  hours  were  the  members  of  the  Board  obliged  to  attend  ? 

The  hour  was  generally  12  o’clock,  and  they  have  sometimes  remained  until 
5 or  6 in  the  evening,  sometimes  longer. 

1207.  Have  any  of  the  Guardians  considerable  distances  to  travel  in  order  to 
attend  the  Board  ? 

From  my  house  to  Car  rick  is,  I should  think,  about  two  miles  and  a half. 
1 have  now  five  miles  to  go  to  the  Boyle  Union  workhouse,  for  a part  of  my 
lands  are  now  added  to  that  Union ; that  portion  where  1 live  is  added  to  the 
Boyle  Union;  therefore,  though  the  principal  part  of  my  property  is  in  the 
Carrick  Union,  still  I am  a member  of  the  Boyle  Board. 


rrhe  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


C.  R.  Peyton,  Esq.  CHARLES  ROBERT  PEYTON,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  examined 
— — as  follows : 

1208.  WHERE  do  you  reside? 

I reside  in  Castle  Gamma. 

1209.  Have  you  been  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  in 
that  Union  ? 

I have. 

1210.  Is  that  in  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon ? 

It  is. 

1211.  Were  you  connected  with  the  former  Board  of  Guardians,  which  was 
superseded  by  the  appointment  of  Vice-Guardians  ? 

I was. 

1212.  Were  you  an  elected  or  an  ex-officio  Guardian? 

I was  an  elected  Guardian. 

1213.  Do  you  hold  any  other  official  situation  in  the  county? 

I do  ; lam  Secretary  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

1214.  Have  you  been  for  many  years  such? 

I have,  for  the  last  seven  or  eight  years. 

1215.  You  became  one  of  the  new  Board  ? 

I did. 

1216.  How  soon  after  the  supersession  of  the  Vice-Guardians  did  you  com- 
mence your  attendance  as  a Guardian  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

Immediately. 

1217.  Did  you  attend  the  first  meeting  ? 

I think  I did. 

1218.  Was  that  a full  meeting  ? 

Very  full,  I think. 

1219.  Ix)rd  Westmeath  was  appointed  chairman  at  that  meeting? 

He  was ; he  was  not  there,  I think,  that  day ; we  appointed  him  in  his 
absence. 

1220.  Did  the  Guardians,  or  any  portion  of  them,  on  their  first  meeting, 
inspect  the  condition  of  the  house  ; did  they  go  round  it? 

I cannot  say  that  they  did  on  that  day,  because  I think  it  was  a very  busy 
day,  and  we  had  a great  deal  to  do  ; some  of  them  might  have  done  so. 

1221.  You 
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1221.  You  did  not? 

No,  I did  not. 

of  K S00n  after  ae!r  first  aPP°““““  did  they  consider  the  condition 
There  was  a committee  appointed. 

1223.  A visiting  committee  ? 

A visiting  committee ; and  they  went,  I think,  constantly  through  the  house. 

1224.  Were  you  one  of  that  committee  ? 

bnf  ? “’fh  «ia7,ntteildTed’  “ ¥?s  Deputy  Vi“-Chairman,  if  I had  wished ; 

thelmuse * ttendthat;  1 attended  to  the  other  duties  more  than  to  visiting 

instance  ?Dl<1  5°U  S°  °TW  1101186  yourself;  did  5'0U  visit  tlle  kitchens,  for 
Repeatedly. 

1226.  In  what  condition  did  you  find  the  kitchens  upon  your  appointment  ? 
In  a very  bad  state  when  we  were  appointed. 

1227.  In  what  respect  ? 

The  boilers  appeared  to  be  in  a filthy  state  ; some  of  them  were  broken  one 
all  hTcm^boiler^611  >l  ^ tlm6’  a“d  " 6 Were  oblised  to  make  ,he  rations  almost 

_ Jif28,  Waa  ventilation  of  the  house  good  ; were  there  bad  smells,  or  any 
appeal ance  of  deficient  ventilation?  ^ 

in  aI1veerleS1ilPartiSttIiere  JT  The  clothinS  of  the  Papers  was  very  bad  and 

“oil  Safi ^enft^"re  ™ “ UnpleaSant  Smdl  “ aife“‘  P-‘s  »f  «>a 

stateff  theltores  ?nSPeCt  8t°reS’  °r  dld  My  °f  the  officers  rePort  t0  you  t],e 

r„wlin  January' ab0,ut  the  2d  January,  I think,  there  was  an  Inspecting 
Committee  appointed;  there  were  three  members  appointed;  I happened  to  be 
one  of  them  and  then  I went  all  through  the  house,  and  examined  the  stores 
more  particularly  than  I had  done  before. 

1230.  What  was  the  result  of  that  examination  ? 

ct!e(Wfnt  int0  laundrj'-yard  • there  was  a store  there,  and  we  caused  the 
Silrfuf'1  we  got  a portion  of  the  paupers  to  take  out  an  immense 
rotten ^ f theS’  and  they  "ere  m a most  awful  state;  they  were  nearly  all 

1231.  Was  that  clothing  provided  by  the  Union  for  the  paupers,  or  was  it 
their  own  old  clothing  ? 

It  was  the  Union  clothing  that  was  put  in  there,  I should  suppose,  for  the  nur- 
pose  of  being  washed  The  clothes  were  left  in  this  store,  it  was  told  us,  until 
they  should  be  washed. 

1232.  Describe  the  condition  in  which  you  found  that  clothin»? 

They  were  perfectly  rotten,  and  when  thev  were  carried  out  they  were  in  a 
smoking  condition,  as  if  the  most  of  them  would  take  fire  in  a short  time. 

1233.  Was  there  any  appearance  of  lime  having  been  thrown  over  them1 
1 here  was ; there  was  some  lime  thrown  over  them. 

1234.  Do  you  know  by  whom  that  lime  was  thrown,  or  by  what  authority' 

1 am  not  certain  whether  it  was  by  the  authority  of  the  master  or  the  matron ; 
some  of  the  officers,  I believe. 

1235.  Was  it  done  subsequently  to  the  appointment  of  the  present  Board,  or 
prior,  and  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

I cannot  say  positively ; but  if  I were  to  form  au  opinion,  I should  say  they 
must  have  been  there  long  before  we  were  appointed. 

(lro-50  P 1236.  In 


-■  R.  Pa/ /on.  Esq. 
14th  May  1850. 
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C.  R.  Peyton,  Esq.  1236.  In  what  condition  did  you  find  the  beds  and  dormitories  ? 

The  beds  in  the  dormitories,  some  of  them,  were  in  a dreadful  state,  from  the 

14th  May  1850.  want  0f  straw;  they  were  a long  time  without  having  fresh  straw  put  into 
them. 

1237.  Were  those  beds  which  were  in  that  defective  state  in  the  probationary 
wards  only,  or  were  they  in  any  other  part  ? 

Principally  in  the  probationary  wards  ; there  were  some  in  the  dormitories 
that  were  not  so  bad,  but  were  for  some  length  of  time  without  having  any  fresh 
straw ; but  the  probationary  wards  were  in  a dreadful  state. 

1238.  Had  you  occasion  to  consider  the  quality  of  the  supplies  which  were 
on  hand  ? 

At  the  time  that  I went  through  the  house,  which  was  early  (I  think  about 
the  2d  of  January  we  commenced  our  inspection),  I do  not  know  that  there  were 
any  supplies  previously  on  hand  ; I am  not  sure  whether  there  were  or  not. 

1239.  Are  you  not  able  to  give  the  Committee  any  information  with  respect 
to  the  condition  of  the  house  before  January,  considering  that  you  had  come  into 
office  at  the  close  of  November  ? 

No ; I was  scarcely  in  any  part  of  the  house,  except  the  kitchen  and  the 
yards,  and  places  of  that  kind  ; I was  not  through  the  dormitories  previously  to 
that. 

1240.  Did  you  receive  any  complaints  of  the  mode  in  which  the  house  had 
been  previously  managed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

From  the  paupers  we  did ; there  was  scarcely  a pauper  we  met  that  was  not 
complaining  of  the  kind  of  diet  they  got,  and  the  way  in  which  they  were 
treated;  some  of  them  stated  that  they  were  starved,  and  that  others  of  the 
paupers  were  fed  well. 

1241.  Were  any  of  those  complaints  made  in  the  presence  of  the  Inspecting 
Officer,  Captain  Haymes? 

I should  think  there  were. 

1242.  Are  you  sure? 

I would  not  say  positively,  but  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  he  was  present 
on  several  instances  when  they  were  complaining  of  it. 

1243.  What  observation  did  Captain  Haymes  make  upon  that,  if  it  was  stated 
in  his  presence  ? 

I really  do  not  know ; I do  not  know  what  observation  he  could  make. 

1244.  Did  he  make  none  ? 

I do  not  think  he  made  any. 

1245.  Do  you  mean  that  he  heard  this  statement  made  in  his  presence,  and 
took  no  notice  whatever  of  it  ? 

He  might  have  done  so  afterwards  ; it  is  likely  Captain  Haymes  might  say  that 
he  would  make  inquiry  into  it ; I dare  say  he  might  have  said  so. 

1246.  But  you  do  not  remember  that  he  did  say  so  ? 

No,  I do  not  remember  that  he  said  so. 

1247.  It  is  stated  to  have  been  ascertained  that  some  of  the  wards  had  not 
had  a supply  of  straw  for  a period  of  seven  months  ? 

I think  it  was  not  Captain  Haymes  who  discovered  that. 

1248.  Was  it  discovered  in  the  house  at  the  sitting  of  the  Board  ? 

It  was  discovered  by  the  Inspecting  Committee,  and  reported  to  the  Board. 

1249.  And  Captain  Haymes  was  present  then? 

Captain  Haymes  was  present  when  that  was  done. 

1250.  Captain  Haymes  then  did  not  discover  it  at  all  ? 

Decidedly  not,  that  I recollect. 

1251.  Were  Captain  Cox,  Mr.  Backhouse  and  Mr.  M'Dermott  the  Inspecting 
Committee? 

No ; but  they  were  three  of  the  members  of  the  Visiting  Committee. 

1252.  They 
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1252.  They  it  was  who  discovered  it  ? 

They  discovered  it,  as  well  as  the  Inspecting  Committee. 

1253.  Were  any  complaints  made  with  respect  to  any  improper  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  the  property  of  the  Union,  whether  soap  or  any  other  article  ? 

Several  complaints  were  made  to  us,  that  in  the  Vice-Guardians’  time  there 
was  an  immense  quantity  of  soap  disposed  of,  and  other  articles  belonging  to  the 
Union. 

1254.  When  you  say  “ disposed  of,”  what  do  you  mean  by  that  expression? 
Carried  out  of  the  workhouse,  and  sold. 

1255.  Did  the  Board  of  Guardians  investigate  into  that  further? 

I am  not  sure  that  there  was  any  investigation ; I think  there  was  some  talk 
about  an  investigation,  but  I think  we  could  not  come  at  the  facts ; it  was  so 
managed  that  we  could  not  well  come  at  the  facts. 

1256.  Were  you  present  at  the  time  that  the  resolution  was  come  to,  which 
was  approved  of  by  Colonel  Clarke,  that  all  the  then  existing  officers  should  be 

/discharged? 

I was. 

1257.  Was  it  a resolution  formed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  themselves  ? 

It  was  Colonel  Clarke  that  had  recommended  it  to  be  done ; and  then  the 
Board  of  Guardians  took  his  advice,  and  formed  a resolution  to  that  effect. 

1258.  Did  they  concur  in  that  opinion  ? 

They  did. 

1259.  On  what  grounds  ? 

On  the  grounds  of  the  different  reports  that  were  made  to  the  Board  of  the 
state  of  the  workhouse. 

1260.  By  their  committees  ? 

By  their  committee. 

1261.  Do  you  remember  when  the  first  committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
the  workhouse  was  appointed  by  the  Local  Board  ? 

I do  ; the  2d  of  January,  I think. 

1262.  They  had  been  two  months  in  office,  then,  without  appointing  it  ? 

They  were  from  November,  I think,  until  January,  before  they  appointed  a 

committee  of  inspection.  Immediately  on  the  formation  of  the  Board  they 
appointed  a visiting  committee. 

1263.  That  is  to  say,  in  November? 

In  November,  I should  think  the  very  first  meeting  day  ; but  they  conceived 
that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a committee  formed  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
the  house  and  the  books,  and  that  that  committee  should  sit  from  day  to  day. 

1264.  That  was  a special  committee? 

It  was  a special  committee,  one  of  which  I happened  to  be ; and  we  met  there 
at  1 1 o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  scarcely  left,  for  upwards  of  a fortnight,  until 
sometimes  eight  or  nine  o'clock  at  night. 

1265.  Was  that  special  committee  appointed  in  consequence  of  the  report  of 
the  medical  officer  ? 

It  was  in  consequence  of  different  reports  which  we  had  from  the  visiting 
committees. 

1266.  And  the  medical  officer  ? 

And  the  complaints  which  we  had  from  the  several  paupers  of  the  way  they 
were  treated. 

1267.  Had  you  any  occasion  to  consider  the  mode  in  which  the  supplies  for 
the  workhouse  had  been  furnished  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

There  was  one  particular  thing  supplied  in  which  I myself  discovered  that 
there  were  great  frauds  committed,  and  that  was  the  coal. 

1268.  Wiil  you  detail  to  the  Committee  the  discovery  which  you  made  ? 

I was  informed  by  several  of  the  paupers,  and  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  that  we  were  paying  for  a large  quantity  of  coal  more  than  we 
(170.5.)  p 2 received, 


C.  R.  Peyton,  Esq. 
14th  May  1850. 
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C.  R.  Peyton , Esq.  received,  and  I made  it  my  business  to  remain  in  the  workhouse  until  I had 

seen  four  carts  of  coal  delivered.  When  the  coal  came  up,  I went  out  to  the  store 

I4th  May  1850.  |)efore  it  was  ta]cen  off  the  carts,  and  I asked  how  many  hundred- weights  of  coal 
were  there.  They  told  me ; and  I immediately  made  them  go  back  to  the  market- 
yard,  and  weigh  the  coal ; and  I found,  with  respect  to  the  four  tons  of  coal  that 
came  up,  that  they  had  a docket  for  about,  I think,  eight  hundred-weights  more 
than  what  was  in  the  cart.  On  remonstrating  with  the  contractor,  he  told  me 
that  he  had  sent  in  his  tender  under  the  impression  that  he  would  have  that  gain 
on  every  ton  of  coal ; that,  as  that  was  the  manner  in  which  the  coal  had  been 
taken  all  through  in  the  workhouse,  and  that  he  had  contracted  under  the 
impression  that  it  would  be  taken  from  him  in  the  same  way,  and  felt  greatly 
disappointed, 

1269.  At  what  period  had  that  contract,  to  which  he  adverted,  been  entered 
into,  and  between  whom  ? 

Between  him  and  the  Vice-Guardians,  previously  to  our  coming  in,  as  I 
believe. 

1270.  Did  you  take  any  steps  to  ascertain  whether  that  statement  of  the  con- 
tractor was  true  or  false  ? 

I made  inquiry  from  the  very  officers  themselves  in  the  house,  and  they 
admitted  it,  and  told  me,  that  they  feared  it  was  the  case  all  through,  that  they 
were  not  getting  the  quantity  of  coal. 

1271.  Did  you  report  that  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? 

Immediately. 

1272.  Was  it  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Inspector  ? 

He  was  present  when  I reported  the  circumstance. 

1273.  Did  he  make  any  inquiry  into  the  facts  ? 

I do  not  think  he  did,  because  I put  a stop  to  it  at  once  ; for  I caused  the 
coal  to  be  brought  into  the  yard,  and  got  scales,  and  had  it  weighed  in  our  own 
yard. 

1274.  You  mean  that  you  put  a stop  to  the  practice  ? 

Exactly. 

1275.  You  do  not  mean  that  you  put  a stop  to  any  further  inquiry? 

No,  to  the  fraud  being  committed. 

1276.  Do  you  know  when  this  fraud  first  commenced? 

I believe  it  had  been  going  on  for  years ; for  a length  of  time. 

1277.  Were  you  a member  of  the  Board  which  was  dissolved  ? 

I was. 

1278.  Had  you  any  suspicions  that  it  was  going  on  during  the  time  that 
Board  was  in  office  ? 

I do  not  think  it  was ; I am  pretty  sure  it  was  not. 

1279.  Therefore  you  imagine  that  it  arose  during  the  period  between  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Local  Board  in  1848  and  the  appointment  of  the  Local  Board 
again  in  1849  ? 

That  is  my  impression. 

1280.  You  stated  that  it  had  been  going  on  for  years? 

What  I mean  by  “years”  is,  that  it  was  going  on  from  the  period  at  which 
the  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed,  1 think,  up  to  the  time  of  our  elected 
Board  commencing  the  business ; it  was  not  years,  certainly ; it  was  only  a 
year  and  a half. 

1281.  In  point  of  fact,  during  the  time  that  you  were  out  of  office,  this  pro- 
ceeding entered  in  r 

Exactly  so  ; that  is  the  impression  on  my  mind  ; of  course,  I cannot  say  it  is 
the  fact. 

1282.  Had  you  occasion,  on  resuming  your  functions  as  Guardian,  to  consider 
the  state  of  the  books  ? 

It  was  one  of  the  principal  businesses  of  the  Inspection  Committee. 

1283.  "We 
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1283.  We  suppose,  from  the  office  which  you  hold,  that  you  are  cognizant  of  C.  R.  Peyton , Esq. 

the  mode  in  which  books  ought  to  be  kept  ? 

Yes,  I understand  it  pretty  well,  but  not  nearly  so  well  as  another  member  1+th  ilay  j8s°- 
who  was  on  the  Board,  who  is  a Poor  Law  Inspector ; he  was  one  of  the  mem-  ~~ 

hers,  and  took  a great  deal  of  pains  in  showing  me  the  way  in  which  the  books 
were  kept,  and  the  improper  manner  in  which  they  were  kept. 

1284.  Will  you  describe  in  what  respect  those  books  were  improperly  kept  1 

In  the  case  of  the  weekly  relief  list  and  the  register,  there  was  a great  difference 

in  both. 

1285.  Will  you  describe  what  the  difference  was  ? 

There  were,  in  the  first  instance,  on  the  weekly  relief  list  1 96  persons  receiving 
relief  that  were  not  in  the  house  at  all. 

1286.  And  said  to  be  receiving  relief  in  the  house  ? 

Said  to  be  receiving  relief  in  the  house. 

1287.  Were  you  able  to  investigate  how  far  back  that  evident  fraud  had  pre- 
vailed ? 

I could  not  exactly  state  the  period,  but  I believe  some  of  them  were  for 
a year,  and  some  of  them  less;  it  was  I myself  that  had  the  paupers  called  into 
the  hall,  and  I then  -went  over  the  weekly  relief  list  of  the  several  Electoral 
Divisions ; I called  out  the  paupers’  names,  and,  according  as  they  answered, 
put  them  out  into  the  yard ; and  then  we  detected  that  there  were  196  per- 
sons appearing  to  be  receiving  rations  every  day  that  were  not  at  all  in  the 
house. 

1288.  Do  you  remember  the  total  number  of  paupers  in  the  house  at  that 
period  ? 

I should  suppose  about  1,100  or  1,200. 

1289.  Out  of  that  number,  how  many  fraudulent  cases  were  there? 

There  were  196  that  were  not  at  all  in  the  house. 

1290.  About  one-sixth  ? 

Yes,  some  of  the  paupers,  on  calling  over  the  names,  would  cry  out,  “ Oh, 
that  person  has  been  out  of  the  house  for  the  last  twelve  months;”  another 
would  say.  “ That  person  has  been  out  of  the  house  for  the  last  six  months.” 

1291.  Did  you  call  upon  the  master  of  the  house,  whose  duty  it  was  to  keep 
that  return,  to  give  any  explanation  of  the  fact? 

The  master  of  the  house  was  then,  I think,  recovering  from  fever ; both  he 
and  the  matron  were  in  fever ; at  that  period,  I think,  they  were  recovering  from 
fever. 

1292.  At  any  subsequent  time,  when  he  had  recovered,  did  you  require  from 
him  any  explanation  of  this  discrepancy  ? 

I think  he  gave  his  explanation ; what  it  is,  I really  at  present  forget ; but  it 
was  not  a satisfactory  one,  I know. 

1293.  He  was  called  on  to  send  in  his  resignation,  which  he  did,  otherwise 
he  would  be  dismissed  ? 

Previously  to  that  we  had  determined  to  dismiss  all  the  officers  of  the  house. 

1294.  Did  you  compare  the  stock  accounts  of  the  house  ? 

No ; I was  not  at  taking  of  the  stock  account. 

1295.  Were  the  stock  accounts  compared? 

They  were. 

1296.  What  was  the  result  of  that  comparison? 

A very  great  deficiency ; a great  quantity  appearing  on  hand  that  was  not  on 
hand. 

1297.  They  were  as  irregularly  kept  as  the  account  of  the  paupers? 

Very  bad. 

1298.  Did  you  look  into  the  more  complicated  accounts  of  the  Union,  appor- 
tioning the  charge  of  pauperism  between  the  Electoral  Divisions  ? 

No,  I did  not. 
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1299.  With  respect  to  those  books,  which  you  say  you  looked  into,  did  you 
look  into  them  so  far  back  as  to  take  it  to  the  period  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  or 
only  since  the  re-appointment  of  the  Local  Board  ? 

We  went  into  the  books  from  the  period  when  the  Vice-Guardians  were 
appointed ; we  were  obliged  to  refer  to  the  register  in  the  examination  of  the 
paupers,  and  in  calling  out  the  weekly  relief  list ; consequently  we  were  obliged 
to  go  back  to  the  period  at  which  the  pauper’s  name  was  registered. 

1300.  And  you  did  not,  on  those  occasions,  find  the  books  tally  ? 

No ; in  some  instances  they  were  neither  on  the  register  nor  on  the  weekly 
relief  list ; they  were  not  on  the  register  at  all. 

1301.  Then  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  it  was  not  the  mere  dif- 
ference of  name  of  the  pauper,  but  that  there  were  an  actual  number  of  paupers 
upou  the  register  in  excess  over  the  number  of  paupers  contained  in  the 
house? 

No ; there  was  not  exactly  the  entire  number  of  196  there  receiving  relief 
more  than  the  actual  number  in  the  house ; because  it  appeared  also  that  there 
were  70  or  80,  I think,  in  the  house,  who  were  not  on  either  the  relief  list  or 
the  register;  consequently  there  were  not  the  whole  number  of  196  more  than 
the  number  in  the  house. 


1302.  But  still  there  was  an  excess  ? 

Still  there  was  an  excess. 

1303.  Deducting  the  number  who  were  not  down,  there  still  was  an  excess  ? 

There  was  still  an  excess,  I should  think,  of  upwards  of  1 00. 

1304.  It  never  happened  to  be  the  other  way,  that  there  were  more  persons 
on  the  register  than  there  were  on  the  relief  list  ? 

No. 

1305.  Under  those  circumstances,  so  far  as  your  investigation  goes,  are  the 
Committee  to  conclude  that  rations  must  have  been  drawn  to  a considerable 
extent  for  non-existing  paupers  ? 

Certainly ; no  doubt  of  it. 

1306.  Did  you  make  any  investigation  of  what  became  of  those  rations  so 
improperly  drawn  ? 

We  could  not  find  out ; we  could  get  no  satisfaction  ; nay,  more,  it  appeared 
on  the  weekly  relief  list  that  there  was  a certain  quantity  of  materials,  flour  and 
meal,  and  different  things  of  that  kind  on  hand,  and  on  going  to  the  store  we  did 
not  find  it  so ; they  were  not  on  hand  at  all. 

1307.  Therefore,  there  was  an  inaccuracy  in  the  stock  account,  as  shown  by 
the  stock  on  hand ? 

Just  so. 

1308.  Do  you  believe  that  the  stock  came  in  or  not ; that  the  articles  were 
ever  brought  in? 

I believe  they  were  paid  for. 

1309.  Did  they  come  in,  and  were  they  embezzled  afterwards;  or  do  you 
believe  that  they  were  never  brought  in  ? 

Decidedly ; I believe  they  came  in,  and  were  afterwards  embezzled. 


1310.  In  other  words,  that  it  was  not  the  contractors  who  pocketed  the  gains, 
but  the  officers  in  the  house  ? 

I am  convinced  that  it  was  not  the  contractors,  for  they  appear  to  be  some  of 
them  very  honest  people,  and  I do  not  think  they  would  act  a part  of  the  kind. 

1311.  Not  like  the  coal  contractor? 

No  ; the  coal  contractor  admitted  what  be  had  done ; he  stated  his  reasons. 


1312.  Whose  duty  was  it  to  make  out  the  list  which  called  for  the  rations 
from  day  to  day  r 

The  duty  of  the  master,  I should  think. 

1313.  Acting  as  a Guardian  yourself,  do  not  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  see  that 
the  master  does  his  duty,  and  that  the  relief  lists  are  accurate  ? 

It 
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It  is  impossible  that  a Guardian,  unless  he  is  there  every  day  in  the  week,  can  c 
give  up  his  time  to  that ; that  is  the  duty  of  the  clerk  ; the  clerk  is  bound  to 
bring  the  books  to  us  certified. 

1314.  But  are  you  not  bound  also  to  take  steps  to  ascertain  that  those  hooks 
are  correct,  from  time  to  time  r 

If  we  suspect  that  they  are  not  correct,  then,  of  course,  we  do  that ; but  the 
clerk  is  our  officer,  and  he  brings  to  us  these  books ; he  brings  them  every 
Board-day  to  the  Chairman ; he  goes  through  them,  and  certifies  at  the  bottom 
that  he  has  examined  those  books,  and  that  they  are  correct.  It  always  occurred 
to  me  that  the  duty  of  the  Guardians  was  to  take  the  books  as  certified  by  the 
clerk  ; we  also  considered  that  having  an  Inspector  it  was  his  duty  to  see  and  to 
examine  those  books  himself,  and  that  if  there  was  any  mistake  in  them,  he 
should  detect  that  mistake. 

1315.  But  when  you  were  originally  a Guardian,  you  had  no  Inspector  1 
We  had. 

1316.  From  the  first  ? 

We  had  always  an  Inspector  ; he  was  not  a resident  Inspector. 

1317.  But  was  he  a temporary  Inspector  ? 

Mr.  Wynne  was  there  some  weeks,  I think ; I do  not  know  whether  he  was 
there  a month  or  six  weeks,  or  what  period,  but  some  short  time  before  the 
dissolution  of  our  Board. 

1318.  At  the  present  moment,  have  you  any  security,  or  have  the  rate-payers 
of  Carrick-on-Shannon  any  security,  beyond  the  performance  of  the  duty  by  the 
clerk  and  by  the  master,  that  there  may  not  be  a repetition  of  exactly  the  same 
frauds  which  you  have  described  to  have  existed  in  the  Vice-Guardians’  time  ; is 
there  any  security  whatever,  according  to  your  own  view  and  your  own  doctrine, 
beyond  the  character  of  the  master  and  the  clerk  ? 

None,  except  the  Inspector ; we  always  imagined  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Inspector  to  see  that  the  accounts  were  correct. 

1319.  Is  not  this  the  way  in  which  it  is  done,  the  clerk  puts  his  initials  to 
the  books  ? 

He,  in  some  cases,  writes  his  name  in  full,  in  others,  his  initials. 

1320.  And  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  take  that  as 
security  that  the  books  are  correct  ? 

Certainly. 

1321.  That  is  the  practice  ? 

That  is  the  practice  ; I believe  it  is  the  case  in  every  Board  I ever  heard  of. 

1322.  Under  those  circumstances,  if  there  is  any  collusion  between  the  clerk 
and  the  master,  the  same  frauds  may  now  take  place  that  have  taken  place  ? 

Decidedly,  unless  the  Inspector  finds  it  out,  which  I think  is  the  duty  of  a 
resident  Inspector,  as  his  whole  time  is  there. 

1323.  You  do  not,  then,  consider  it ' to  be  your  duty,  as  a Guardian,  to  look 
after  it? 

Certainly  not,  unless  the  thing  is  brought  under  my  notice. 

1324.  Then  the  duties  of  the  Guardians  and  the  duties  of  the  Vice-Guardians 
are  precisely  the  same ; if  there  is  no  neglect  on  your  part  to  look  after  this 
duty,  would  it  be  a just  conclusion  that  there  was  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  ? 

Yes,  l think  they  are  very  differently  situated;  a Vice-Guardian  is  ap- 
pointed, and  he  is  there  every  day  in  the  week ; we  only  meet  weekly,  and  it  is 
impossible  that  we  can  give  up  our  time. 

1325.  Is  there  not  the  attendance  of  a visitor  occasionally  between  the  weekly 
meetings  of  the  Guardians  ? 

Yes,  there  is  now  on  our  Board  ; we  meet  twice  a week ; we  have  a Finance 
Committee  that  meet  to  regulate  the  accounts,  and  they  are  very  particular  in 
examining  the  books  on  those  occasions ; they  now  examine  the  books  in  conse- 
quence of  those  frauds  which  have  been  committed ; they  are  very  particular 
everv  week  now  in  examining  them. 

(170. 5.)  p 4 1326.  But 


'.  It.  Peyton,  Esq. 
14th  May  1850. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


120  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 

R.  Peyton,  Esq.  1326.  But  is  not  the  only  way  in  which  these  frauds  can  be  discovered  by 

daily  calling  over  the  roll,  that  is  to  say,  the  list  of  names  of  the  persons  in  the 

14th  May  1850.  house,  and  comparing  it  with  the  number  of  rations  delivered  ? 

That  is  the  only  means  by  which  you  could  be  most  exact ; but  it  would  take 
you  more  than  two  days  to  call  over  the  roll  of  the  paupers  ; it  took  us  nearly 
two  days  to  examine  the  books,  to  go  from  book  to  book,  and  call  them  over. 

1327.  You  do  not,  then,  imagine  that  the  clerk  every  day  does  call  over  the 
roll,  and  compare  the  roll  with  the  number  of  rations  delivered  ? 

No,  I do  not  think  the  clerk  does  any  such  thing. 

1328.  Then,  under  those  circumstances,  it  depends  upon  the  master? 

I believe  the  matron  calls  over  the  roll  of  the  females,  and  she  makes  a return 
to  the  master,  and  the  master  calls  over  the  roll  of  the  males,  and  he  then 
makes  a return  of  both  to  the  clerk,  and  the  clerk  examines  the  books,  and 
comes  forward  and  certifies  to  us  the  facts. 

1329.  Then  the  clerk  depends  upon  the  master,  and  the  Guardians  depend 
upon  the  clerk  ? 

I think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  compare  the  weekly  relief  lists  and  the 
register  ; I think  he  should  not  depend  on  the  master. 

1330.  You  told  us  that  he  could  not  go  through  the  books ; that  it  would 
take  two  days? 

It  would  take  a long  time  ; he  could  not  go  through  them  every  day. 

1331.  You  told  us  that  he,  therefore,  was  satisfied  with  the  report  of  the 
master  that  he  had  gone  through  the  roll  of  the  paupers  ? 

I did  not  say  that  he  wras  satisfied  with  the  report  of  the  master,  for  I do  not 
know\ 

1332.  In  practice,  he  takes  the  report  of  the  master  ? 

I suppose  so  ; I do  not  know  whether  he  does  or  not. 

1333.  You  say  it  would  take  two  days? 

It  took  us  two  days  to  go  over  it. 

1334.  You  mean,  to  have  a nominal  inspection? 

To  have  a personal  inspection. 

1335.  A personal  and  a nominal  inspection  ; but  a numerical  inspection  w'ould. 
not  take  two  days  ? 

No  ; you  could  go  over  the  books. 

1336.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  it  would  take  any  great  length  of  time  to 
call  over  the  names  of  all  the  parties  on  the  list,  and  to  see  that  they  were 
present  ? 

I think  it  would  take  a long  time. 

1337.  Are  you  not  awrare  that  that  is  done  in  the  largest  establishments,  in  all 
Her  Majesty’s  dockyards,  twice  every  day  ? 

That  is  a very  different  case ; there  is  a great  difference  between  the  dock- 
yards and  a poor-house. 

1338.  In  wrhat  respect  ? 

In  the  first  instance,  you  have  the  hospitals  to  go  to ; you  have  the  infirm 
yards  to  go  to,  you  have  wards  to  go  to,  you  have  the  auxiliary  houses  to  go  to, 
and  you  must  go  to  all  those  different  places  ; you  cannot  get  them  altogether  ; 
it  is  quite  a different  case  to  having  a parcel  of  men  who  will  answer  to  their 
names,  and  will  come  out  as  soon  as  you  call  them ; you  cannot  do  that  in 
a workhouse. 

1339.  Do  you  consider  yourself  bound  to  give  up  your  time  entirely  to  the 
affairs  of  the  w’orkhouse,  and  to  neglect  your  own  affairs  ? 

Certainly  not. 

1340.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  at  what  periods  of  the  evening  gene- 
rally, after  the  restoration  of  the  elected  Board,  you  left  off  the  labours  that  you 
had  undertaken  ? 

We  seldom  left  that  house  on  a Board-day,  for  upwards  of  three  months  after 
we  were  appointed,  before  nine  or  ten  o’clock  at  night. 

1341.  That 
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1341.  That  was  during  the -winter  ? , 

During  the  winter. 

1342.  You  had  to  go  home  afterwards  ? 

I had. 

1343.  And  you  did  not  have  your  meals  ? 

Certainly  not. 

1344.  It  is  not  the  case  that  they  furnish  you  with  refreshments  in  the  poor- 
house  ? 

No. 

1345.  Did  your  clerk  certify  the  books  ? 

Yes. 

1346.  Were  those  books  found  correct? 

Not  correct ; they  could  not  have  been  correct. 

1347.  Do  you  keep  the  same  clerk? 

He  is  kept. 

1348.  Is  there  any  security  that  the  same  thing  may  not  happen  again ; you 
trust  the  clerk ; the  clerk  trusts  the  master  ? 

I believe  we  have  no  power  to  dismiss  the  clerk -,  I believe  the  clerk  appears 
to  be  an  officer,  of  the  Commissioners ; we  have  almost  no  control  over  him! 

1349.  You  have  the  power  to  report  his  behaviour  to  the  Commissioners 
have  not  you  ? 

No  doubt  about  it;  we  have  made  many  reports  that  the  Commissioners  think 
very  little  about. 

1350.  Not  about  him? 

No  ; we  did  not  report  about  him. 

1351.  He  is  the  only  officer  of  the  old  system  that  you  have  kept? 

He  is  the  only  officer  that  has  been  kept. 

1352.  In  your  opinion,  are  there  a great  many  people  of  the  same  name? 

There  are  a good  many,  but  not  to  say  that  it  is  very  common. 

1353.  It  is  not  a district  of  country  where  they  are  very  much  under  one 
name? 

No. 

1354.  Are  you  aware  that  you  have  the  power  of  suspending  the  clerk, 
although  you  have  not  the  power  of  dismissing  him  ? 

I believe  we  have. 

1355.  Have  you  ever  exercised  that  power  ? 

No,  we  have  not. 

1356.  Do  you  believe  that  it  was  from  any  feeling  of  favour  towards  the 
clerk  that  he  was  not  dismissed  when  Colonel  Clarke  came  down,  or  that  it 
would  have  been  inconvenient  to  the  Board  to  have  changed  all  their  officers, 
including  the  clerk,  at  that  time  ? 

I think  there  was  a feeling  in  the  Board  that  they  could  not  well  dispense 
with  the  clerk’s  services,  but  I think  there  were  several  members  on  the  hoard 
who  would  have  been  very  glad  to  have  had  him  dismissed. 

1357.  Colonel  Clarke  recommended  the  dismissal  of  those  officers  whom 
vou  have  removed  ? 

He  did. 

135S.  Did  Colonel  Clarke  recommend  the  dismissal  of  the  clerk  ? 

I think  he  made  a general  sweeping  of  it.  I do  not  know  that  he  exactly 
exempted  the  clerk  ; I am  not  certain  whether  he  did  or  not. 

1359.  Assuming  either  of  the  facts,  if  Colonel  Clarke  did  not  recommend  the 
dismissal  of  the  clerk,  you  had  his  authority  for  his  retention ; if  he  did,  would 
not  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  had  the  power  of  removing  him  ? 

I suppose  they  would. 

(170.5.)  Q 1360.  Have 


R.  Peyton, 

J 4th  May  18 
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•.  R.  Peyton,  Esq.  1360.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it  ? 

— — ’ I suppose  they  would,  on  the  recommendation  of  their  officer,  Colonel  Clarice ; 

14th  May  1850.  x suppose  they  would  act  on  that. 

1361.  Do  you  remember  the  amount  of  poundage  that  was  given  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians  for  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  any  instances  ? 

Yes;  I recollect  it  in  two  instances,  where  the  Collectors  became  defaulters ; 
that  is  in  the  cases  of  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Hall. 

1362.  What  was  the  poundage  that  was  paid  to  them? 

They  gave  Mr.  Hall  for  the  Electoral  Division  of  Aughrim,  1.?.  6d.  in  the 
pound,  and  he  became  a very  large  defaulter.  We  dismissed  him,  and  we 
appointed  another  man,  at  7 d.  in  the  pound. 

13C3.  Had  you  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  services  of  your  present  Col- 
lector, at  7 d.  in  the  pound  ? 

None  at  all. 

1364.  Have  you  security  from  him  ? 

I consider  far  better  security  than  from  the  other ; I am  afraid  we  shall  be 
sufferers  by  the  other  ; that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  get  the  money . 

1365.  In  relation  to  the  other  insolvent  Collector,  at  what  rate  was  he  paid  ? 

He  was  paid  Is.  in  the  pound,  and  I thinlc  we  are  getting  it  done  for  6d. 

in  the  Electoral  Division  of  Elphin;  either  7 d.  or  Gd.,  I am  not  sure  which. 

1366.  On  your  coming  into  office,  did  you  not  make  some  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  rations  which  were  given  to  your  officers  ? 

Yes : I do  not  know  whether  we  reduced  them.  We  changed  the  rations, 
but  I do  not  know  whether  it  was  a reduction  in  the  main  point  or  not.  W e 
changed  the  rations  a good  deal. 

1367.  The  question  does  not  refer  to  the  rations  of  the  house  generally, 
but  the  rations  which  were  allowed  to  the  officers  'l 

Yes. 

1368.  Did  you  reduce  the  amount  of  rations  which  they  had  previously 
received  ? 

I think  we  did  partially  reduce  them,  but  I do  not  think  we  reduced  them 
much. 

1369.  You  have  since  appointed  two  officers  ? 

We  have. 

1370.  Have  you  appointed  them  at  the  altered  rations,  or  at  the  previously 
existing  rations  ? 

At  the  altered  rations. 

1371.  Had  you  any  difficulty  in  procuring  the  services  of  the  new  officers  ? 

None  in  the  world. 

1372.  On  the  contrary,  had  you  competition  for  the  offices  ? 

We  had  numbers. 

1373.  Have  you  made  any  alteration  in  respect  of  the  soap  allowances  ? 

We  have. 

1374.  What  alteration  have  you  made  ? 

In  the  Vice-Guardians’  time  they  gave,  I think,  280  lbs.  of  soap  in  a week, 
and  we  reduced  it  at  one  time  to  about  80  lbs. ; we  increased  it  subsequently, 
and  I think  it  is  now  about  120  lbs.  that  we  give. 

1375.  Have  you  had  any  remonstrances  from  the  officers  of  the  house  on  the 
inadequacy  of  the  present  soap  allowance  ? 

We  had  when  we  lessened  it  to  about  80  lbs.,  but  none  since  the  present 
allowance,  because  this  is  the  scale  that  they  themselves  fixed. 

1376.  Are  the  present  numbers  in  the  house  as  great  as  when  the  larger 
allowance  of  soap  was  given  by  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

I should  think  they  are  ; I should  think  there  is  very  little  difference. 

1377.  Then  there  has  been  a considerable  diminution  in  the  cost  of  soap  ? 

Very  much  so. 

1378.  Are 
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1378.  Are  there  any  facts  which  have  come  within  your  knowledge  that 
would  enable  you  to  account  for  the  excess  in  the  expenditure  of  soan  under 
the  Vice-Guardians  1 

None,  except  merely  report ; the  report  was  that  the  soap  was  disposed  of  bv 
both  paupers  and  officers  in  the  house. 


C.  R.  Peyton,  Esc 
14th  May  1850. 


1379.  What  do  you  mean  by  “ disposed  of’3? 
Sold. 


1380.  Were  there,  in  the  architectural  arrangements  of  the  house,  facilities 
for  getting  into  the  house  and  quitting  the  house,  that  would  have  enabled  either 
paupers  or  officers,  with  facility,  to  dispose  of  the  property  committed  to 
them  ? 

The  yard  walls  are  low,  and  there  are  gates  to  each  yard,  and  they  can  go  in 
and  out  j they  have  the  keys  of  those  gates. 

1381.  The  officers  have  ? 

Yes. 


1382.  Was  there  any  gate  in  the  exterior  wall  that  would  have  enabled  the 
paupers  to  do  so  ? 

Yes  ; there  are  gates  in  every  one  of  the  yards  which  communicate  with  the 
outer  ground. 

1383.  Was  there  any  gate  that  was  in  such  a state  of  dilapidation  as  would 
have  enabled  parties  to  communicate  ? 

N ot  in  dilapidation  ,*  the  walls  are  not  more  than  about  six  or  seven  feet  hi  °h 
I think.  0 ’ 


1384.  Was  there  any  gate  reported  to  you  as  being  in  such  a state  of  dilapi- 
dation as  to  be  off  its  hinges,  and  to  admit  of  easy  egress  by  it! 

There  was  a gate  m the  female  pauper  yard  ; the  paupers  were  in  the  habit  of 
climbing  up  on  the  rails  of  the  gate,  and  throwing  anything  they  chose  over  it  ■ 
and  this  we  got  sheeted  as  soon  as  we  could,  to  prevent  them  from  having  the 
facility  of  climbing  up.  ° 


1385.  Do  you  remember  a deficiency  of  water  in  the  establishment  3 
i es,  we  had  a deficiency. 


1386.  Do  yon  remember  Captain  Haymes  requiring  the  Board  to  fix  an 
ceased?Ve  nery  t0  a tank  that  "'as  a!"'^  dry  the  moment  the  wet  season 

■ TuS  ’ CaPtalIi  Haymes  obliged  us  to  get  a force-pump  into  a tank,  in  which 
m the  dry  weather  there  was  no  supply  of  water ; and,  I believe,  before  the 
machinery  was  fixed  there  was  not  a drop  of  water  in  the  tank. 

1387.  Did  you  state  to  Captain  Haymes  in  the  Board-room  that  there  would 
be  no  water,  and  conld  he  no  water  there  in  the  summer  season’ 

Repeatedly,  for  I had  opposed  the  thing  as  far  as  I could. 

1388.  Was  the  tank  deficient  in  itself’ 

No;  there  was  a deficiency  in  the  supply  of  water;  the  tank  that  the  water 
came  into  would  hold  it. 


1389.  Do  you  remember  the  visit  of  the  Inspector,  Dr.  Denis  Phelan  ? 
1 beard  he  was  there ; I did  not  see  him. 

1390.  You  were  not  present  at  that  time  ? 

No,  I did  not  see  Dr.  Phelan. 


1391.  After  Dr.  Phelan’s  inspection,  were  there  any  steps  taken  to  improve 
the  probationary  wards  and  the  other  parts  of  the  house,  to  the  dirty  state  of 
which  he  drew  particular  attention  ? 

I think  we  took  steps  before  his  visit. 

1392.  Did  he  not  state  that  the  probationary  ward  was  in  such  a condition 
that  he  could  scarcely  go  into  it  ? 

I do  not  know  what  his  report  was. 

He  reported,  that  “ The  male  probationary  ward  was  in  the  most  dis- 
creditable state,  the  room  and  stairs  being  so  filthy  from  fceces,  urine,  &c.,  that 

(170*5*)  o.  2 the 
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C.  R-  Peyton,  Esq.  the  matron  and  the  porter  cautioned  him  against  going  into  the  ward.”  His 

. visit  was  on  the  16th  of  December  1849  ; the  elected  Board  had  been  in  from 

I4th  May  1850.  the  1st  of  November? 

Yes. 

1394.  Had  no  means  been  taken  between  the  1st  of  November  and  the  16th 
of  December  to  remove  the  filth  to  which  he  attracted  attention  ? 

I should  think  that  that  filth  might  have  occurred  in  one  day. 

1395.  Then  you  cannot  fairly  attribute  it  to  any  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the 
Vice-Guardians,  who  had  been  six  weeks  out  of  office? 

What  Dr.  Phelan  states  are  nuisances  which  might  be  just  committed. 

1396.  “ The  porter  stated  that  no  fresh  straw  was  put  there  for  four  months”? 

Yes. 

1397.  To  your  knowledge  was  that  the  case,  that  no  fresh  straw  had  been 
put  there  from  the  coming-in  of  the  Board  ? 

I cannot  say. 

1398.  Were  not  the  master  and  matron  and  the  officers  on  terms  of  disagree- 
ment ever  since  the  retirement  of  the  Vice- Guardians  ? 

They  were ; at  least  it  was  so  reported. 

1399.  Inasmuch  as  the  elected  Board  of  Guardians  came  in  as  a strange  body 
to  the  workhouse,  did  the  elected  Board  of  Guardians  become  satisfied  of  that, 

, or  could  they  humanely  have  ascertained  it  for  a certainty  until  some  time  had 

elapsed  ? 

Certainly  not ; we  could  not  until  we  had  made  our  inquiries. 

1400.  Considering  the  weight  of  trouble  and  of  responsibility  that  fell  upon 
the  elected  Board  of  Guardians,  do  you  conscientiously  think  that  it  was  possible 
to  bring  about  an  improvement  until  the  period  when  it  was  done  by  the  change 
of  officers  P 

I think  the  elected  Board  did  everything  in  their  power,  consistently  with 
the  state  in  which  they  found  the  house,  to  bring  the  house  into  a state  of  order. 

1401.  Do  you  remember  the  state  of  poverty  in  which  your  treasury  was 
left  ? 

I believe  we  had  not  a shilling  in  it ; I am  not  certain  whether  there  was  any 
money  at  all  or  not. 

1402.  During  the  time  that  you  were  in  office,  did  any  of  the  females  sleep  in 
the  probationary  ward  of  the  males  ? 

I cannot  give  any  information  upon  that  subject. 

1403.  There  was  no  report  of  that  sort  made  to  you  ? 

• Not  to  my  knowledge ; there  might  have  been,  but  I did  not  hear  that  there 
was  any. 

1404.  Was  not  Dr.  Phelan’s  report  brought  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? 

I am  not  certain;  it  might  have  been. 

1405.  You  have  what  is  called  a Workhouse  Committee,  have  not  you  ? 

We  have  a Finance  Committee  and  a Visiting  Committee. 

1406.  The  Visiting  Committee  examines  the  house  ? 

The  Visiting  Committee,  it  is  presumed,  examines  the  state  of  the  house  every 
week. 

1407.  How  soon  after  the  appointment  of  the  elected  Guardians  was  a com- 
mittee of  that  sort  appointed  ? 

I should  think  immediately. 

1408.  Were  you  one  of  that  committee? 

No,  I was  not  one  of  the  members  named,  but  I might  have  acted  upon  that 
committee  if  I had  pleased,  as  being  the  Deputy  Vice-Chairman ; 1 did  not 
mind  acting  on  it. 

1 409.  Is  it  the  duty  of  that  committee  to  visit  the  poor-house  frequently  ? 

It  is. 

1410.  You 
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1410.  You  think  that  this  filth  could  have  been  accumulated  in  one  day  ? 

I think  it  might  have  occurred  in  a day,  because  it  is  impossible  it  could  have 
been  left  longer  than  a day  in  that  state. 


C.  R.  Peyton,  F.sq. 
14th  May  1850. 


1411.  Do  you  imagine  that  this  same  committee  would  examine  the  proba- 
tionary ward,  and  see  the  state  of  the  straw  ? 

I do  not  know  whether  they  are  in  the  habit  of  doing  that ; it  was  the  proba- 
tionary ward  that  that  was  in;  I do  not  think  that  a tiling  of  that  kind  could 
possibly  take  place  in  the  house. 


1412.  You  are  not  clear  whether,  as  a matter  of  duty,  thev  would  examine 
that  probationary  ward  ? 

I do  not  know  whether  they  do  examine  that  probationary  ward  or  not. 


1413.  If  they  do  not,  who  would  ? 

I should  think  the  doctor,  wrho  is  obliged  to  attend  there  to  examine  the 
patients  when  sent  in  there ; they  are  sent  in  there,  where  the  doctor  examines 
them. 


1414.  V ould  the  doctor  be  likely  to  examine  the  beds  as  well  as  the  patients? 
I suppose  he  would ; you  merely  put  them  into  the  probationary  wards  until 
they  are  examined  by  the  doctor,  until  they  get  their  house  clothing,  and  are 
received. 


1415.  You  stated  that  upon  your  coming  into  office,  you  found  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Union  extremely  bad?  . 

Yes,  certainly. 

1416.  Do  you  know  what  balance  you  had? 

I do  not  know  exactly  what  the  balance  was ; but  I should  think  it  must  have 
been  very  small,  if  any. 

1417.  At  that  time  were  you  subject  to  any  legal  proceedings  taken  against 
you  on  the  part  of  contractors  ? 

1'es  ; there  were  three  persons  who  took  legal  proceedings  that  were  entitled 
to  executions  immediately  after  we  got  into  office,  one  of  which  has  been  laid  on 
us,  and  there  have  been  keepers  in  our  house  for  several  months. 

1418.  On  whose  part  were  those  legal  proceedings? 

On  the  part  of  contractors  who  supplied  materials  to  the  Vice-Guardians  for 
the  support  of  the  house. 

1419.  None  of  those  legal  proceedings  were  for  debts  incurred  by  yourselves? 

Certainly  not. 

1420.  Did  you  proceed  shortly  after  your  appointment  to  the  imposition  of  a 
new  rate  ? 

We  did. 


w^l-  And  did  you  endeavour  to  proceed  with  vigour  in  the  collection  of  it? 

W e did  everything  in  our  power. 

1422.  Do  you  know  how  much  you  have  been  able  to  collect  since  you  have 
been  in  office  ? 

I cannot  say  what  the  amount  of  it  is ; we  are  getting  the  rates  in  as  fast  as 
possible  now. 

1423.  Are  the  rates  which  you  are  receiving  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  amount 
of  executions  and  debts  ? 

Certainly  not. 

1424.  Therefore,  practically,  you  have  been  left,  as  elected  Guardians,  without 
anv  funds ‘to  discharge  your  current  expenses,  unless  by  misapplying  the  funds 
which  are  already  pledged  to  your  creditors  ? 

We  are  left  without  any  funds,  until  we  collect  so  much  of  the  rates  as  will 
•keep  the  house  going  and  pay  those  debts,  which  will  be,  I fear,  a long  time. 

1425.  And  in  the  meanwhile  you  have  keepers  under  the  legal  process  in  pos- 
session  of  your  propertv  ? 

e have;  the  sheriff’s  men  have  been  in  possession  of  our  property  for  a 
length  of  time  now.  err 

(170-50  Q 3 1426.  Does 
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1426.  Does  that  accumulate  costs  and  expenses  against  you  ? 

Certainly. 

1427.  To  a very  considerable  amount  ? 

To  a considerable  amount.  I think  the  fees  to  the  Sheriff  upon  one  execution 
which  is  laid  on,  amount  to  upwards  of  50/. ; and  the  keepers’  fees  are  2 s.  6d. 
a day  for  each  man,  I think. 

1428.  And  the  whole  of  that  is  incurred  in  consequence  of  obligations  con- 
tracted by  the  late  Board  ? 

Certainly, 

1429.  There  is  upwards  of  1,500/.  which  is  payable  as  rate-in- aid  from  the 
Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

Yes. 

1430.  Will  not  that  constitute  the  first  charge  upon  the  money  which  is  col- 
lected now  ? 

According  as  the  different  Collectors  are  paying  in  the  amount  of  their  weekly 
collections  to  the  bank,  or  to  the  Treasurer,  the  first  thing  the  Treasurer  does 
is  to  deduct  one-half  of  the  amount  of  the  weekly  collection  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  the  rate-in-aid.  1 J 


1431  men,  assuming  the  payment  of  the  rate-in-aid,  and  assuming  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  which  the  Vice-Guardians  have  incurred,  what  are  vour 
Union  ?tl0nS  aT“S  “y  fUndS  Whatever  t0  “PP1?  necessities  of  your 

X am  afraid  that  after  supplying  the  necessary  weekly  expenses  of  our  Union 
we  shall  have  nothing  to  pay  the  debts.  ’ 

1432.  Assuming  the  reserve  of  the  rate-in-aid,  which  is  stopped  bv  law  and 

assuming  the  payment  of  your  debts  which,  there  being  an  execution  Lon ’your 
house,  you  are  bound  to  pay,  under  the  threat  of  selling  up  the  public  pronertv 
in  that  house ; will  there  be  any  funds  remaining  for  the  support  of  the  Carrie/ 
on-Shannon  Union  ? u 

Not  a penny ; if  we  were  obliged  first  to  pay  all  those  debts,  we  should  not 
have  a shilling  to  go  on  with  the  working  of  the  house. 

1433.  How  much  in  the  pound  are  your  rates  1 

We  have  different  rates  on  the  different  Electoral  Divisions  : 3 s.  is  the  rreneml 
rate  ; 3s.  U.  and  3 s.6d.;  I think  4s.  lOi d.  &eneial 

1434.  Do  you  remember  what  it  is  on  Ivilglass  ? 

I think  it  is  4 s.  6d.  on  Kilglass. 

1435.  Is  it  4s.  10 Id.  ? 

Or  4s.  l(Hd. 

1436.  Is  that  the  heaviest  amount? 

Yes ; Kilglass  and  Elphin. 

Elects ‘°  ^ What  “ ‘ha  *■  that 

revisSVduSronT  °*  ““  °f  the  “ is  * » the  present 

It  is  on  the  original  valuation  that  we  are  levvinu  it  ■ if  it  „„  *1 
revised  valuation,  1 should  say  it  would  he  nearly  double  f present 

resources  of  the  rate-payers^n  the^Union  conmtoiiig  the 

much  facihty  in  obtaining  5,  in  the  pound 

I do  not  know;  I think  it  is  very  difficult  to  levy  it. 

1440.  Are  there  as  many  cattle  upon  which  you  could  levy  by  distress  » 

Not  at  all ; a great  part  of  our  country  is  waste.  ^ 7 


1441.  You 
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1441.  You  are  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Grand  Jury  Law?  c R peyt0,h  Esq 

1442.  And,  as  such,  you  are  cognizant  of  the  levy  of  the  county  rate?  14th  May  1850- 

Yes. 


1443.  Is  it  as  easy  to  collect  the  county  rate  now  as  it  was  previously? 
Certainly  not ; some  four  or  five  years  ago  we  had  scarcely  any  arrear. 

1444.  What  have  you  now  ? 

At  the  last  assizes  f think  we  were  unable  to  get  in  within  one-third  of  the 
amount  of  the  levy. 

1445.  Do  your  Collectors  report  to  you  that  they  have  as  much  cattle  to  dis- 
train upon  ? 

The  reverse ; they  say  they  have  not  cattle  on  the  land ; the  excuses  which 
they  make  to  the  Grand  Jury  are,  that  the  lands  are  waste  ; that  they  can  get 
no  distress  of  any  kind  upon  them. 

1446.  What  you  mean  by  waste,  is  uncultivated? 

Uncultivated,  and  no  cattle  on  some. 

1447.  When  was  the  revised  valuation  made  ? 

• It  is  not  made  yet ; they  are  only  commencing  the  revision  of  it. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


JOHN  M'GREAVY  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows : John  &PGnacy. 

1448.  WERE  you  porter  of  the  workhouse  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  at  any 
time  ? 

I was. 

1449.  About  when  ? 

The  15th  of  January  I was  appointed. 

1450.  In  what  year? 

Eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight,  I think,  or  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
seven. 

1451.  By  whom,  as  you  know? 

By  Mr.  Faris  and  Mr.  Peyton. 

1452.  Are  you  acquainted  with  a person  named  Mary  Dillon,  otherwise 
‘Connell  ? 

I am. 

1453.  How  long  were  you  porter  ? 

Nine  months. 

1454.  While  you  were  porter,  did  you  sometimes  or  frequently  see  that 
■woman  at  the  workhouse  ? 

I did. 

1455.  Was  she  a pauper  in  the  workhouse  ? 

No. 

1456.  About  the  month  of  May  in  that  year,  as  well  as  you  recollect,  did  you 
see  her  there  ? 

I did. 

1457.  She  was  not  a pauper,  and  she  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  workhouse, 
had  she  ? 

No. 

1458.  What  brought  her  there  ? 

Looking  for  relief. 

1459.  The  out-door  relief? 

The  out-door  relief. 

(170.5.)  q4  1460.  Did 
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14G0.  Did  you  ever  see  Captain  Wynne  bring  that  woman  into  the  porter’s 
lodge  r 
1 did. 


1461.  From  what  gate  ? 

From  the  outside  gate. 

1462.  Did  Captain  Wynne  ever  bring  Mary  Dillon  into  your  sleeping-room  ? 
He  did. 


1463.  Did  he  desire  you  to  leave  the  room  ? 
He  did. 


1464.  What  passed? 

I do  not  know  what  p assea  between  them. 

1465.  What  did  Captain  Wynne  say  to  you? 

He  told  me  to  leave  the  room. 

1466.  And  did  you  leave  the  room  ? 

I did. 

1467.  Did  you  hear  the  door  fastened  on  the  other  side,  or  did  you  know  it  to 
be  fastened  on  the  other  side  ? 

Yes;  the  door  was  latched. 

1468.  It  was  not  locked  ? 

No ; not  locked. 

1469.  It  was  merely  shut,  you  mean? 

Latched ; there  is  a strong  latch  to  the  door ; there  is  a lock  and  a latch. 

1470.  Could  it  be  opened  on  the  outside,  when  it  was  so  latched? 

It  could. 

1471.  Could  you  have  opened  it  and  got  in  again  ? 

I could. 

1472.  Is  there  a lock  upon  the  door  ? 

Yes. 

1473.  How  long  did  they  remain  in  that  room  ? 

Better  than  half-an-hour. 

1474.  Was  there  anybody  else  in  the  room? 

No,  there  was  not. 

1475.  Where  were  you  during  this  half-hour? 

In  the  lodge. 

1476.  In  your  own  lodge? 

Yes.  „ 

1477.  Did  you  hear  Mary  Dillon  make  any  complaint  to  Captain  Wynne? 

I did  ; I heard  her  making  a complaint  of  Mr.  Laird. 

1478.  About  what? 

About  the  relief ; not  getting  the  relief. 

1479.  Was  Mr.  Laird  the  Relieving  Officer  ? 

He  was. 

1480.  What  did  she  complain  of  Mr.  Laird  ? 

I heard  her  saying  that  he  would  not  give  her  the  relief;  she  said  she  would' 
make  him  give  it  her ; I heard  her  say  it. 

1481.  Did  M ary  Dillon  invite  you  to  go  into  the  town  for  any  purpose  ? 

She  did. 

1482.  For  what  purpose  r 

It 
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It  was  after  coining  out  of  the  room  that  she  asked  me  would  I go  down  and 
take  a glass ; I told  her  I would  be  down  after  her,  and  I did  not  go. 

1483.  Did  Captain  Wynne  come  out  of  the  room  at  the  same  time  with  her? 
She  came  out  first,  and  he  came  out  in  a short  time  after. 


John  M‘  Groovy. 
14th  May  .iSso. 


1484.  And  there  was  nobody  else  in  the  room? 

No,  not  one,  but  them  both. 

1485.  Before  they  went  into  the  room,  did  you  hear  this  woman  applying  to 
Captain  "Wynne  to  get  her  put  on  the  relief  list  ? 

No,  I did  not. 

1486.  Where  did  you  first  see  them  before  they  went  into  the  room  ? 

At  the  outside  gate ; they  were  all  standing ; I was  not  to  let  any  of  them  in 
past  the  outside  gate. 

1487.  Who  were  the  “ all various  women  applying  for  relief? 

Certainly ; poor  people  looking  for  the  relief. 

1488.  And  Captain  Wynne  was  among  them? 

No. 


1489.  Then  how  did  she  meet  with  Captain  Wynne? 

Captain  Wynne  came  up  from  his  lodgings,  and  he  came  first  inside  the  gate, 
and  came  into  the  lodge,  and  he  stood  on  the  steps  of  the  lodge,  and  looked  out 
at  the  poor  people  round  him  handing  their  petitions,  showing  them  to  him, 
and  he  saw  her,  and  he  went  out  and  brought  her  in. 

1490.  W'as  he  in  the  habit  of  receiving  these  sort  of  petitions  ? 

Yes  ; there  used  to  be  a great  number  after  him. 

1491.  Did  you  ever  know  him  take  any  other  petitioners,  who  applied  in  this 
way  to  him,  into  conversation  with  him,  and  talk  to  them  about  it  in  the  lodge  ? 

No  ; I never  saw  him  bringing  any  one  into  that  room  hut  her. 

1492.  But  into  the  lodge ; into  the  house,  to  talk  to  them ; to  examine  into 
their  petitions  ? 

No. 


1493.  Did  he  never  bring  any  other  woman  to  talk  to  into  the  lodge  but  that 
woman  ? 

No ; I never  saw  him  bringing  any  other  woman. 

1494.  You  have  said  that  you  never  saw  him  bring  any  other  ? 

No,  I never  did. 

1495.  And  you  have  said  that  that  woman  was  the  only  woman  that  ever  was 
with  Captain  Wynne,  to  your  knowledge,  within  the  lodge  ? 

Yes. 


1496.  I am  not  speaking  about  the  room  ? 

I know. 

1497.  Within  the  building? 

I do  not  know  whether  within  the  building. 

1498.  To  your  knowledge,  did  you  ever  see  them  talking  with  him  in  that 
part  of  the  building  ? 

No,  I never  did. 

1499.  Anybody  else? 

Never,  to  my  knowledge;  in  my  absence  he  might;  suppose  I was  sent 
messages  by  the  Clerk  of  file  Union  to  town. 

1500.  Did  he  always  answer  these  people  who  petitioned  him  at  the  gate? 
Some  of  them. 

(170.5.)  R 1501.  What 
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1501.  What  did  he  do  with  the  others? 

1 never  saw  him  answer  none,  except  a young  girl ; he  was  very  apt  to 
answer  them  then. 

1 502.  Did  he  ask  your  leave  when  he  brought  this  woman  into  your  room  ? 

No,  he  did  not,  of  course. 

1503.  Did  he  say  nothing  to  you  at  all  when  he  walked  into  your  bed- 
room ? 

No. 

1 504.  Did  he  tell  you  to  get  out  ? 

He  did. 

1505.  Had  he  ever,  at  any  time,  been  there  before  with  her? 

Several  times  he  brought  her  in  there  ; it  was  not  my  business  to  be  watching 
him. 

1506.  Is  that  bed-room  opening  out  of  your  sitting-room  ? 

It  is  all  one  room ; it  is  bed-room,  and  sitting-room  and  all. 

1507.  Are  there  windows  looking  into  the  street,  or  into  the  courtyard  of  the 
building  from  your  bed-room  ? 

There  is  a window  looking  into  a small  probationary  yard  ; one  back  window. 

1508.  Is  there  only  one  window  in  your  room  ? 

That  is  all ; one  back  window. 

1509.  Are  there  any  shutters  or  blinds  to  that  window  ? 

No,  there  is  not  one. 

1510.  Are  people  often  in  the  probationary  yard  ? 

Yes ; very  often  people  went  in  it. 

1511.  Can  they  see  from  the  probationary  yard  into  your  room? 

Yes,  they  can. 

1512.  Were  there  people  in  the  probationary  yard  at  the  time  that  you 
speak  of  ? 

I do  not  know. 

1513.  Was  not  the  probationary  yard  under  your  charge  ? 

No,  it  was  not  under  my  charge. 

1514.  Did  not  you  know  who  was  in  it  ? 

No. 

1 515.  Where  did  you  go  to  when  Captain  Wynne  turned  you  out  ? 

I stood  outside  in  the  hall. 

1516.  You  said  just  now  that  he  often  brought  in  this  same  woman;  do  you 
mean  that  he  often  brought  this  same  woman  into  the  hall,  or  often  brought  her 
into  your  sleeping- room? 

h'ly  room. 

1517.  Into  your  sleeping-room  ? 

Yes. 

1518.  And  did  he,  on  all  those  occasions,  tell  you  to  go  out? 

He  never  told  me  to  go  out  but  once. 

1519.  All  the  other  times  you  stayed  in  while  he  was  with  her  ? 

No ; I would  walk  out  when  he  came  in. 

1520.  Of  your  own  accord? 

Yes. 

1521.  You  never  stayed  in  the  room  when  he  brought  that  woman  in? 

Never. 

1522.  How  often  was  she  in  it? 

1 did  not  keep  an  account. 

1523.  You 
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1523.  You  remember  one  particular  day  that  he  came  in  with  that  woman 
which  you  are  speaking  of? 

Yes. 

1524.  Was  that  the  first  day  that  he  brought  her  into  your  room,  or  not  ? 

It  was  not ; he  brought  her  in  before  that. 

1525.  On  some  day  when  he  had  been  in  your  room,  did  you  take  notice  of 
your  room,  after  he  had  gone  out  ? 

I did. 

1526.  And  did  you  observe  anything  there? 

No  ; there  was  only  a table,  a press  and  a bed  in  it,  and  a form. 

1 527.  And  what  was  the  state  of  the  form  ? 

The  form  I used  to  have  by  the  grate,  and  I got  it  lengthways  one  time  when 
I went  in  after  they  came  out. 

1 528.  Did  you  ever  examine  your  bed  at  all  after  he  had  been  there  ? 

No. 

1529.  The  bed  was  a shut-up  bed,  was  not  it  ? 

It  was. 

1530.  And  it  was  shut  up  when  you  came  in  again  ? 

It  was. 

1531.  And  you  never  turned  it  down  to  look  at  it? 

No,  I never  did. 

1532.  And  when  you  got  into  bed  at  night,  you  noticed  nothing  in  your  bed 
which  led  you  to  suspect  that  on  their  future  visits  there  they  were  likely  to  use 
your  bed  ? 

No,  I did  not 

1533.  When  you  were  porter  in  the  poor-house,  were  you  a pauper  yourself? 
No. 

1534.  How  came  you  to  leave  the  place  of  porter  ? 

I went  to  America. 

1 535.  Were  you  dismissed  from  the  place  ? 

No ; ‘I  resigned. 

1 536.  Of  your  own  accord  ? 

Yes. 

1537.  The  first  time  that  Captain  Wynne  took  this  woman  into  your  room, 
was  she  amongst  a crowd  of  paupers  ? 

She  was  ; they  were  all  standing  outside. 

1538.  The  first  time  ? 

I do  not  know  the  first  time. 

1539.  The  first  time  she  went  into  your  room? 

I do  not  know- 

1540.  The  first  time  that  you  allowed  Captain  Wynne  to  go  into  your 
room  with  this  woman,  she  was  amongst  a great  many  other  paupers,  was  she  not  ? 

Yes. 

1541.  You  say  that  she  repeatedly  went  into  vour  room  ? 

She  did. 

1542.  At  what  hour  in  the  day  was  she  in  the  habit  of  going  there? 

To  the  best  of  my  opinion,  it  used  to  be  about  one  o’clock  or  so,  at  the 
time  the  Guardians  used  to  come  there. 

1543.  She  never  came  there  by  herself  to  meet  Captain  Wynne  there? 

No ; I never  saw  her  there  except  on  the  Board-day. 

1544.  In  short,  she  never  came  to  the  house  except  with  a great  many 
other  persons  ? 

No  ; I never  saw  her  come  alone  to  the  house. 
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1545.  Except  with  a great  many  other  persons  ? 

Except  when  they  all  looked  for  relief. 

1546.  She  never  attempted  to  come  after  dark  in  the  evening? 

No;  I never  saw  her. 

1547.  And  when  Captain  Wynne  took  this  woman  into  your  room,  he,  on 
every  occasion,  took  her  away  from  a crowd  of  people,  did  he  not? 

Yes  ; he  brought  her  in  from  the  gate. 

1548.  He  did  it  as  publicly  as  possible? 

No ; I do  not  know  for  that. 

1549.  Every  body  might  have  seen  him  do  it? 

Of  course  they  might  have  seen. 

1550.  Did  any  people  talk  about  his  doing  it;  did  you  ever  hear  any  of 
them  saying  anything  about  it  ? 

Yes,  there  used  to  be  great  talk  through  the  town  and  the  country  about  the 
transactions. 

1551.  Did  the  paupers  make  any  remark  when  he  took  her  away  from  the 
midst  of  the  paupers  ? 

Yes. 

1552.  Do  you  remember  anything  of  it  ? 

Yes;  I used  to  hear  them  complaining  of  it,  that  they  would  not  get  what 
she  got. 

1553.  Had  you  ever  any  talk  with  Captain  Wynne  about  what  you  had  seen? 
Never,  nor  with  any  other  man. 

1554.  Had  you  ever  any  talk  with  the  woman  about  it  ? 

No,  I never  had;  she  used  to  be  often  one  to  treat  me,  that  was  all;  but 
I never  took  anything  from  her. 

1555.  Did  you  make  any  remark  to  her  about  her  being  such  good  friends 
with  Captain  Wynne? 

No. 

1556.  When  she  offered  to  treat  you,  was  she  then  receiving  relief? 

I do  not  know. 

1557-  Did  you  ever  mention,  before  you  went  to  America,  this  story  which 
you  have  told  of  Captain  Wynne  taking  this  woman  so  often  into  your  room  ? 
Never. 

1558.  Never  to  any  body? 

Never  to  any  one. 

1559.  When  did  you  first  mention  it  ? 

About  a fortnight  since. 

1560.  On  what  occasion  ? 

On  the  occasion  of  my  being  porter  there. 

1561.  Have  you  been  restored  to  be  porter  there  ? 

No. 

1562.  The  question  to  you  is,  upon  what  occasion  did  you  mention  it; 
what  made  you  mention  it  a fortnight  ago  ? 

I was  asked,  was  I porter  there,  and  I said  I was,  and  the  gentleman  asked 
me,  did  I know  anything,  and  I told  him  just  what  I am  telling  you. 

1563.  Who  was  it  asked  you  ? 

Mr.  Peyton. 

1564.  You  say,  that  this  woman  went  often  to  the  workhouse  ? 

Yes. 

1565.  What  took  her  to  the  workhouse  so  often ? 

She  was  saying  her  husband  was  sick,  1 believe,  or  something  of  that  way ; 
and  she  used  to  be  going,  and  looking  for  the  relief;  that  is  all  I know  about  it. 

1566.  Was 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS  OF  CARRICK-ON-SHANNON  UNION. 


133 


1566.  Was  she  put  on  relief  the  first  time  that  she  went  to  the  workhouse? 

I do  not  know. 

1567.  Take  care  what  you  are  about  ? 

Very  well. 

1568.  Can  you  not  tell  this  Committee,  whether  the  first  time  that  you  saw 
her  at  the  workhouse,  and  when  she  went  into  your  room  with  Captain  Wynne, 
she  was  on  the  relief  or  not  ? 

I .cannot  tell  you. 

1 569.  Would  you,  on  your  oath,  swear  that  she  did  not  get  relief  that  day  ? 
On  my  oath,  I would  not  swear  any  such  thing. 

1570.  Then  if  she  did  get  relief  on  that  day,  what  could  be  the  woman’s 
Object  in  returning  with  the  paupers  a few  days  afterwards  ? 

I do  not  know ; I never  asked  her  the  question. 


John  M'Greavy. 
14th  May  1850. 


1571.  Are  paupers  in  the  habit  of  returning  to  the  workhouse  when  they 
are  on  the  relief  list,  except  on  revisions  ? 

I do  not  know,  except  they  have  some  friends  to  come  to  see. 


1572.  Then  she  did  not  come  with  a petition  as  a pauper? 
1 do  not  know  ; I do  not  understand. 


1573.  You  do  not  understand  me? 

I ■understand  the  question,  but  I do  not  know. 

1574.  Had  you  any  means  of  knowing  what  persons  were  upon  the  relief 
list,  and  what  persons  were  not  ? 

I had  not. 


1575.  Could  it  be  your  business,  as  porter,  to  inquire  into  that? 

No. 

1576.  Would  you  have  dared,  considering  that  you  were  an  officer  of  the 
house,  and  Captain  Wynne  the  Inspector,  to  remonstrate  with  him  upon  bring- 
ing a woman  into  your  room  ; would  you  have  dared  to  find  fault  with  Captain 
Wynne,  considering  that  he  was  the  Inspector  of  the  house,  for  bringing  a 
woman  into  your  room ; would  you  not  have  been  afraid  to  find  fault  with  him  ? 

I would  be  afraid,  of  course. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


CHARLES  ROBERT  PEYTON,  Esq.,  is  again  called  in,  and  further  C.  R.  Peyton,  Esq. 

examined  as  follows : 

1577.  ARE  you  acquainted  with  the  last  witness,  M'Greavy  ? 

I am  ; 1 have  known  him  many  years. 

1578.  Is  he  a native  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

Efe  is. 

1579.  Do  you  consider  him  a man  of  good  character? 

I never  heard  anything  against  him. 

1580.  Did  you  hear  from  him  at  any  time  any  relation  of  facts  of  an  immoral 
tendency  occurring  between  Captain  Wynne  and  a woman  of  the  name  of 
Dillon  ? 

Yes,  I did. 

1581.  When  did  you  first  hear  those  facts  ? 

I think  he  told  me  about  a week  ago. 

1582.  WThat  led  to  the  communication  between  you  and  him? 

I think  what  led  to  the  communication  was  his  having  heard  that  law  pro- 
ceedings were  going  to  be  taken  against  the  Guardians  ; he  mentioned  to  a 
gentleman  in  Carrick  that  he  was  aware  of  certain  facts,  and  this  gentleman  told 
me  ; and  I sent  for  M'Greavy,  and  he  then  acknowledged  it  to  me,  and  told  me 
that  it  was  the  fact. 
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C.  R.  Peyton f Etq, 
I4tb  May  1850. 


y°u  h,ave  the  kindness  to  tell  us,  to  the  best  of  your  recollection 
what  statement  he  then  made  to  you  ? ^ on> 

- S,6  t0li  me  *'e  ™s  P°rter : that  during  his  time  of  being  porter  a woman 

gate6  tWMrf  W ’ ' “f?’  Z™  th®  constant  habit  of  befng  at  the  outer 
gate , that  Mr.  Wynne  used  to  bring  her  into  the  porter's  lodge,  and  that  on 
more  than  one  occasion  he  brought  her  into  his  bed-room;  that  he  desired 

for  soTelXf“ime  ^ ^ d°°r'  “*  that  thep  remained  ‘here. 

1584.  As  far  as  your  recollection  admits  of  clearness,  will  you  state  whether 

he  told  you  that  she  had  had  more  than  one  opportu^o/i^tercouSetift 
Captain  Wynne  or  that  he  had  more  than  once  taken  her  into  the  room  and 
remained  there  with  her  alone?  ’ ana 

T .{•*£“£  ‘he  he,“ade  use  of  were  ‘kat  he  had  repeatedly  done  so  ■ 
I think  those  are  the  words,  as  well  as  I can  recollect.  1 7 S ’ 

1585.  Was  M-Greavy  at  that  time  a candidate  for  being  restored  to  his  office 
of  porter  ; was  he  soliciting  the  Guardians  for  any  favour  ? 

he  Ien5tb  °f  time  before  that  he  was  a candidate  for  the  portership  and 
he  did  not  get  it ; it  was  subsequently  to  that  that  he  told  me  this  rircumstance. 

1586.  Was  the  office  of  porter  vacant  at  that  time  ? 

.No,  it  is  filled  up,  and  was  then  filled  up. 

1587.  Was  it  filled  up  before  he  applied? 

Before  he  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  me. 

candidate Y3S  a“y  °ther  °®Ce  vacant  at  that  time  for  which  he  was  a 

No  office  that  I know  of. 

at  ‘ba‘  which 

l do  not  think  he  had  the  slightest. 

1590.  Was  that  the  first  occasion  of  your  hearing  of  it  ? 
ihe  first  occasion  that  I heard  of  his  knowing  anything  about  it. 

I have  ?ave/?u  h!Td  anythinS  of  the  same  woman  from  other  quarters  ? 
have  heard  it  as  the  common  report  of  the  country  only. 

1592.  But  not  particularly  ? 

Not  particularly. 

1593.  Do  you  know  a man  of  the  name  of  Laird « 

1 do  ; he  is  a Relieving  Officer. 

1594.  What  is  his  character  ? 

lifeEXCe"ent  j there  is  no  better  character,  I think,  in  any  country  in  his  line  of 
I5d9o\o?tWnVUTaIly  com“™icat;<m  ™th  him  upon  this  subject? 

y°u  have  alIuded’ 

-52*.  • ••■■ 

memknied  theYrc^mstance'toyouT6  understood  to  say,  it  was  that  M-Greavy 
serlingwits.  “ “h™*  3 a® ° ; 1 kaow  St  was  ^sequent  to  Mr.  Wynne’s 

I™  no?aymaristraiiny  PTr0ceediaSs’  a?  a mutate,  upon  the  matter? 
myname  6 ’ Ia“  “ maSlstrate  i ‘hat  is  another  gentleman  of 

1599.  You  are  a petitioner  ? 

I am. 

1600.  That 
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1600.  That  petition  states  very  broadly  the  fact  of  Captain  Wynne’s  cohabiting  c.  it.  Peyton,  E:q. 

with  this  woman  ; what  is  the  evidence  upon  which  that  statement  proceeds  ? 

1 think  that  the  evidence  which  the  petitioners  had  in  signing  that  part  of  14th  JIay  l85°* 
the  petition,  or  agreeing  to  that  part  of  the  petition,  was  a statement  made  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Kirkwood. 

1601.  Had  you  evidence  before  you  which  warranted  you  in  your  judgment 
in  making  that  allegation  ? 

Decidedly ; we  would  not  have  signed  any  such  petition  if  it  had  not  been 
that  we  were  fully  impressed  with  the  belief,  from  the  statement  made  to  us, 
that  the  facts  could  be  proved. 

1602.  You  were  quite  aware  of  the  serious  responsibility  which  you  incurred 
by  stating  that,  if  you  could  not  prove  it? 

No  doubt  of  it ; we  were  quite  aware  of  that,  that  we  were  incurring  a 
responsibility. 

1603.  Why  did  that  man  come  home  from  America? 

I think  he  was  in  hopes  of  taking  out  his  wife  and  child,  and  was  disap- 
pointed. 

1604.  He  seems  to  have  been  there  a very  short  time  ? 

He  was  a very  short  time  away. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


JOHN  M'GREAVY  is  again  called  in,  and  further  examined  as  follows  : John  M‘Greavy. 


1605.  YOU  know  that  gentleman,  Mr.  Peyton,  who  is  outside  ? 

Ido. 

1606.  Is  that  the  Mr.  Peyton  to  -whom  you  made  the  communication? 

It  is. 

1607.  And  is  he  the  first  person  you  ever  spoke  to  about  it  ? 

No,  he  is  not. 

1608.  Who  is  the  first  person  you  spoke  to  about  it? 

Mr.  Paris. 

1609.  Anybody  else  did  you  speak  to  about  it  ? 

No. 

1610.  Did  you  make  no  statement  to  anybody  about  it  besides  those  two? 

No. 

1611.  Did  anybody  come  to  you  and  take  on  paper  what  you  stated? 

No,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

1612.  You  swore  nothing  about  it  ? 

N o,  I did  not. 

1613.  Before  no  Magistrate  ? 

No. 

1614.  You  made  no  declaration  or  affidavit? 

No. 

1615.  Do  you  know  Mr.  George  Peyton  ? 

I do. 

1616.  Will  you  take  that  in  your  hand;  is  not  that  your  name  and  hand- 
writing?— [handing  u paper  to  the  Witness.'] 

It  is. 

1617.  When  did  you  put  that  to  it — the  3d  day  of  May? 

Yes. 

1618.  You  just  now  seemed  to  state  that  you  had  never  made  any  declaration 
to  this  effect  before  a Magistrate  ? 

(170.5.)  r 4 I thought 
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I thought  it  was  a question  about  the  first  commencement ; I did  not  think  it 
was  the  examination  at  all ; I thought  it  was  about  Mr.  Faris. 

1619.  On  what  occasion  did  you  make  this  declaration? 

I was  asked,  did  I know  anything  in  my  time  about  Captain  Wynne,  and  I told 
them  what  is  in  the  examination. 

1620.  Was  that  before  or  after  you  had  communicated  with  Mr.  Peyton,  who 
has  just  left  the  room  ? 

It  was  afterwards. 

1621.  It  was  in  consequence  of  your  communication  with  him  that  they 
reduced  your  evidence  to  this  written  shape  ? 

1622.  Did  they  read  it  over  to  you  after  they  had  written  it  ? 

They  did,  and  I read  it  myself  too. 

1623.  And  the  contents. of  this  are  true  ? 

Yes. 

1624.  On  what  occasion  did  you  first  say  anything  about  it  ? 

I was  asked  if  I knew  anything. 

1625.  Were  you  asked  first ; you  did  not  say  it  of  your  own  accord? 

No ; I was  asked  if  I knew  anything  during  my  time  of  being  there. 

1626.  How  long  is  it  since  you  came  home  from  America? 

It  is  about  three  or  four  months  since  I came  home  from  America. 

1627.  When  was  it  you  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Faris  ? 

About  three  days  before  I spoke  about  it  to  Mr.  Peyton. 

1628.  What  was  the  occasion  of  your  mentioning  it  to  Mr.  Faris? 

I was  at  work  about  two  o’clock  in  the  day  ; Mr.  Faris  met  me  in  the  street, 
and  “ M'Greavy,”  he  says,  “ come  here so  I went  over,  and  he  told  me  to 
come  up  to  his  house,  that  he  wanted  me  in  the  evening ; and  I went  up,  and 
says  Mr.  Faris  to  me,  “ M'Greavy,”  says  he,  “ were  not  you  porter  in  the  poor- 
house  during  Captain  Wynne’s  time  ?”  “ I was  nine  months  of  it,  sir.” 

“ Well,”  says  he,  “ if  you  know  anything  concerning  such  and  such  thing,  you 
would  like  to  tell  it?”  “ Well,  all  that  I know  I will  tell.”  That  is  all  there 
was  about  it. 

1629.  Did  he  hold  out  to  you  any  particular  reason  for  your  saying  this  ? 

No,  he  did  not,  indeed. 

1630.  Did  he  make  you  any  promise  of  any  kind  ? 

No,  indeed  he  did  not. 

1631.  Were  you  aware,  when  he  communicated  with  you,  that  Captain 
Wynne  was  taking  proceedings  against  the  gentlemen  ? 

It  was  reported  a day  or  two  before  that. 

1632.  Had  you  said  anything  to  your  fellow-workmen ; had  you  talked  to 
them  about  it  at  any  time  that  you  were  at  work  ? 

No,  I had  not. 

1633.  Had  Captain  Wynne,  when  you  were  in  office,  ever  found  fault  with 
you? 

He  had  not  much  fault ; the  probationary  doors  used  to  be  open  when  he 
came  in,  and  he  would  order  me  to  keep  them  shut,  or  he  would  get  me  dis- 
charged ; the  like  of  that. 

1634.  He  threatened  to  get  you  discharged  ? 

Slightly. 

1635.  And  did  he  threaten  to  get  you  discharged  a short  time  before  you 
resigned  ? 

He  did. 

1636.  Why  did  you  leave  your  place  as  porter  ? 

I went  to  America. 

1637.  It 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS  OF  CARRICK-ON-SHANNON  UNION.  137 

1 637.  It  was  not  in  consequence  of  the  threat  of  being  discharged  ? 

It  was  that,  along  with  everything  else;  the  lodge  was  in  a disorderly  state  ; 
•there  was  no  place  for  the  paupers’  old  clothes,  to  keep  them  clean,  where  I could 
keep  them  up.  The  porter  was  obliged  to  keep  labels  upon  the  clothes, 
according  as  he  took  them  in  from  the  people,  and  I labelled  the  clothes.  It 
was  a small  house,  about  10  or  12  feet  long,  and  about  6 or  7 feet  high,  and 
I used  to  pack  them  up  on  the  top  of  others ; on  looking  over  those  old  clothes, 
I had  to  throw  out  every  bundle  of  them,  looking  for  the  inside  one,  which  was 
the  one  I would  want,  and  the  tickets  would  fall  o£F,  it  may  be,  of  some  of  them ; 
then  I took  them,  and  put  them  up  in  the  two  probationaries,  the  male  and 
female  ; when  that  little  house  was  full,  1 got  nails,  and  put  them  up  in  the 
probationaries,  and  they  had  a smell ; the  like  of  that.  Some  things  were  coming 
upon  them  which  I did  not  like,  and  I took  fever  then,  and  got  free  from  the 
Guardians,  and  went  home,  and  I spent  a long  time  at  home ; then  I came  back, 
and  I saw  the  way  the  place  was  in ; I stopped  a few  weeks  after  I came  back’ 
and  then  I resigned. 

1638.  You  did  not  like  the  filth? 

I did  not  like  the  filth  very  well. 

1639.  Did  not  you  do  well  in  America? 

1 did. 

1640.  Why  did  you  come  back  ? 

I was  near  losing  two  of  my  fingers ; an  engine  went  across  me,  and  I could 
not  stand  it. 

1641.  You  were  not  sent  for,  for  anything  about  this  business  ? 

No,  indeed,  I never  was. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Mrs.  FRANCES  ALICIA  CREAMER  is  called  in,  and  examined 
as  follows : 


1642.  WERE  you  employed  in  the  workhouse  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

Yes. 

1643.  By  whom  were  you  employed  ? 

By  the  Vice-Guardians  ; I was  obliged  to  go  in  as  inmate  with  my  family,  after 
the  death  of  my  husband. 

1644.  Were  you  employed  as  one  of  the  officers  of  the  workhouse? 

I was  granted  rations  by  Captain  Wynne  ; but  Mrs.  Kelly  would  not  let  me 
accept  them,  as  I was  useful  to  her. 

1645.  What  were  your  duties  ? 

Assistant  matron;  there  was  none  then. 

1646.  Who  was  the  matron  ? 

Mrs.  Kelly. 

1647.  Did  you  act  under  her  authority  ? 

Yes. 

1648.  As  assistant  matron? 

Yes. 

1649-  How  long? 

Fifteen  months. 

1650.  What  were  your  duties  ? 

My  duties  were  to  see  the  house  cleaned  up  ; to  see  the  women  get  their  diet, 
and  also  to  lock  them  up  at  night,  to  see  them  in  order. 

1651.  Were  you  entrusted  with  the  keys  ? 

I was. 

(170.5.)  ' S 1652.  What 
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1652.  What  were  the  hours  at  which,  by  the  regulations,  you  locked  them  up 
at  night  ? 

By  the  regulations,  half  after  six  o’clock  at  night,  and  at  six  in  the  morning 
I unlocked  them. 

. 1853.  During  that  time,  according  to  the  regulations,  would  it  have  been 
right  and  consistent  with  the  rules  that  any  of  the  male  inmates  should  have 
passed  into  the  female  department  ? 

No ; we  could  not  allow  any  of  the  male  inmates  to  pass  into  the  female 
dormitories. 

1654.  Did  you  ever  see  any  man  after  those  hours  in  the  female  apartments  * 

I did. 

1655.  Who  was  that? 

Captain  "Wynne. 

1656.  About  what  hour  at  night? 

Between  10  and  11  o’clock  at  night. 

1657.  Did  you  see  him  at"  that  hour,  or  about  that  hour,  after  the  hour  of 
locking  up,  more  than  once? 

Two  or  three  times. 

1658.  Where  was  he  passing? 

He  was  passing  through  the  long  lobby,  which  is  what  we  call  the  place 
between  the  men  and  women’s  dormitories.  ^ 

1659.  Does  that  long  lobby  belong  to  the  female  side  of  the  house  or  the 
male  side,  or  is  it  common  to  both  ? 

It  belongs  to  both. 

1660.  Is  it  cut  off  from  the  female  apartments  by  any  doors  which  are 
locked  ? 

Yes,  one. 

1061 . Did  you  ever  see  him  passing  that  door,  and  entering  the  female  apart- 
ments  r r 

I did. 

1662.  Did  you  more  than  once  ? 

Two  or  three  times. 

1663.  Was  he  alone,  or  was  he  in  company  with  any  body? 

There  was  no  person  then  with  him,  when  he  went  into  the  female  dor- 
mitones. 

1664.  But  did  you  see  him  at  any  time,  whilst  he  was  in  the  female  dormi- 
tories out  of  the  regulated  hours,  in  company  with  any  female  ? 

I did. 

1665.  Who  was  that  person  ? 

Catharine  Foley. 

1666.  Who  was  Catharine  Foley? 

An  inmate  of  the  house. 

1667.  A pauper? 

Yes. 

1668.  A young  woman? 

1669.  Had  she  been  long  in  the  house? 

I dare  say  from  the  time  she  was  about  12  or  14  years  of  age. 

1670.  Did  you  see  him  more  than  once  in  her  company? 

I did. 

1671 . Where  did  you  see  him  in  her  company? 

I met  him  twice  in  the  long  lobby  going  to  the  dormitories. 

1672.  That 
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1672.  That  is  not  in  the  female  apartments;  did 
company  in  the  female  apartments  ? 

Never  in  the  female  apartments. 


you  ever  see  him  in  her 


1673. 
I did. 


Did  you  ever  see  him  in  her  company  in  any  other  place  ? 


Mrs. 

F.  A.  Creamer. 
14th  May  1850. 


1674.  Where? 

In  the  matron’s  kitchen ; what  we  call  her  sitting-room,  rather. 

1675.  That  is  the  room  of  Mrs.  Kelly? 

Yes. 


1676.  Is  that  part  of  the  female  apartments  ? 
It  is. 


1677.  About  what  time  of  day  or  night  ? 

Between  10  and  11  o’clock,  when  he  came  to  see  the  house;  he  walked  in 
there,  and  I walked  out  when  he  came  in. 

1678.  Ten  or  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning  ? 

Yes. 


1679.  Did  you  ever  see  them  together  at  any  period  in  the  evening? 


1 680.  Then  it  was  10  or  1 1 o’clock  in  the  day  that  you  saw  them  together  in 
the  matron  s house  ? ° 

Several  times  at  that  time. 


1681.  Was  there  anybody  else  present? 

- N?  I iwasT“,the  room>  1 alwa}’s  talked  out  when  Captain  Wynne  came 
m ; 1 left  Mrs.  Kelly  s servant  there ; this  girl  was  Mrs.  Kelly’s  servant. 


1682.  This  girl,  Catharine  Foley,  was  not  one  of  the 
ment,  but  was  a servant  to  the  matron  ? 

Yes. 


paupers  in  the  establish- 


1683.  And  you  left  them  in  the  house  together  ? 
Yes,  in  the  matron’s  room. 

1684.  Was  Mrs.  Kelly  present? 

No. 


1685.  How  frequently  may  you  have  seen  them  together? 

I did  several  times. 

Have  you  seen  him  there  with  any  other  paupers,  or  any  other  inmates 


1687.  Never- 
Never. 


1688.  None  of  the  others  had  access  to  that  room,  excepting  the  servant  of 
Mrs.  Kelly  ? 

Mrs.  Kelly  had  three  servants. 

1689.  Did  you  ever  see  either  of  the  other  two  servants  with  Captain  Wynne  ? 

No  ; we  always  walked  out  when  he  walked  in.  J 

1 690.  Did  Catharine  Foley  remain  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  workhouse  after 
you  had  seen  her  and  Captain  Wynne  together  ? 

No ; he  took  her  out  of  it ; he  recommended  her  as  a servant  to  his  clerk  in 
Boyle. 

1691-  How  do  you  know  that  fact  ? 

Because  he  desired  Mrs.  Kelly  to  prepare  her,  and  had  her  discharged,  and 
sent  her  as  a servant  to  Mr.  Faris,  his  clerk. 

1692.  Why  did  you  always  walk  out ; did  he  ever  tell  you  to  walk  out  J 

Never. 

1693.  Why  did  you  go  out,  then? 

(170. 5.)  s 2 Because 
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Because  I did  not  think  it  my  duty  to  stay  there,  and  the  Inspector  in. 

1694.  Therefore  you  would  have  gone  out  under  any  circumstances  ? 

Yes,  when  a gentleman  walked  in. 

1695.  You  did  not  go  out  because  there  was  the  servant-maid  with  him? 

No. 

1696.  You  went  out,  out  of  respect  to  Captain  Wynne  ? 

Yes,  and  any  other  gentleman  that  would  have  gone  in,  I would  have  walked 
out. 

1697.  You  would  have  done  the  same  to  any  other  gentleman  ? 

Yes. 

1698.  Were  you  present  at  any  time  when  any  intercourse  or  conversation 
took  place  between  Captain  Wynne  and  Catharine  Foley,  or  any  gift  by  him  to 
her? 

I was  there  when  he  gave  her  some  money,  but  there  was  no  conversation  in. 
my  presence. 

1699.  Was  she  at  that  time  a pauper  on  the  establishment  ? 

He  sent  her  back  after  she  had  been  three  or  four  months  with  this  gentleman 
as  a servant ; he  sent  her  back,  and  had  her  prepared  for  Australia  ; I pre- 
pared her,  as  I was  the  appointed  person  to  do  so. 

1700.  Who  selected  the  young  girls  for  Australia  ? 

Captain  Wynne  and  the  two  Vice-Guardians. 

1701.  Was  she  selected  by  them  ? 

She  was. 

1702.  The  preparing  her  was  purchasing  the  proper  dress  ? 

Just  as  the  girl  went  out  as  an  emigrant. 

1703.  Who  gave  her  money  to  prepare,  or  did  any  one  give  any  money  to 
Catharine  Foley  to  prepare  her  dress  ? 

Not  to  prepare  her,  but  he  gave  her  some  money  ; she  gave  me  some  of  it,  and 
I bought  some  ribbon,  and  a cap,  and  aprons,  and  handkerchiefs  for  her. 

1704.  Were  you  present  when  Captain  Wynne  gave  her  that  money  ? 

I was. 

1705.  Did  he  make  any  observation,  or  did  she  make  any  observation  ? 

Nothing  in  the  world  at  that  time  ; but  afterwards  I asked  her  what  was  the 

reason  that  Captain  Wynne  gave  her  money,  and  she  told  me  that  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  giving  her  some  money. 

1706.  She  gave  you  some  of  this  money  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  effects 
with  it? 

She  did. 

1707.  Did  you  do  so? 

I did. 

1708.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  her  with  respect  to  her  emigration  to 
Australia  ? 

Yes,  I had. 

. 1709.  What  was  it? 

I asked  her  what  was  the  reason  that  she  wished  to  go  to  Australia ; she  told 
me  before  that  Captain  Wynne  promised  to  send  her  to  America,  and  I thought 
it  was  better  for  her  to  go,  being  a stout  girl,  to  America ; sbe  said,  in  conse- 
quence of  her  sister  being  young,  she  could  get  her  along  with  her  to  Australia, 
but  not  to  America,  and,  having  no  mother,  she  would  go  to  Australia. 

1710.  Did  you  suspect  anything  wrong  in  the  conduct  of  this  girl  ? 

I did,  and  often  advised  her ; she  told  me  she  was  seduced  by  Captain  Wynne. 

1711.  You  did  warn  her  ? 

1 did ; she  told  me  she  was  seduced  by  him. 

1712.  When  did  she  tell  you  that  ? 

I went  to  speak  to  her  what  was  the  reason  that  she  took  money  from  Captain 

Wynne, 
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Wynne,  and  she  then  told  me  she  was  seduced  by  him,  and  that  he  promised  to 
send  her  to  America. 

1713.  Can  you  say  when  it  was  that  she  told  you  that? 

When  I spoke  to  her,  and  advised  her. 

1714.  How  long  ago  ? 

It  is  going  on  two  years  now  that  she  has  been  away ; last  Christmas  twelve- 
month. 

1715.  How  long  was  it  before  she  went  away  r 

Not  more  than  three  weeks. 

1716.  During  that  time  was  she  supported  as  a pauper  on  the  books  of  the 
•establishment  ? 

From  the  time  she  came  in. 

1 717.  But  from  the  time  when  she  returned  from  Mr.  Faris  ? 

Yes,  she  was  on  the  books  as  a pauper. 

1718.  And  was  she  on  the  books  as  a pauper  at  the  time  when  she  received, 
'in  your  presence,  the  money  from  Captain  Wynne  ? 

She  was,  and  for  a fortnight  before. 

1719.  Had  you  reason  to  think  that  she  was  a well-behaved  girl  before  she 
told  you  that  she  had  been  seduced  by  Captain  Wynne  ? 

She  was,  I am  sure,  a well-behaved  girl. 

1720.  Did  she  give  you  all  the  money  that  Captain  Wynne  gave  her  for  the 
outfit  ? 

She  did  not ; it  was  not  for  the  outfit  that  he  gave  it. 

1721.  But  did  she  give  it  to  you  for  the  outfit  ? 

No  ; it  was  not  for  the  outfit  that  he  gave  her  money  at  all ; he  only  gave  her 
a few  shillings  to  buy  little  articles  that  she  wanted  while  she  remained  at  the 
house,  or  any  little  thing  that  she  wished  to  get  while  she  remained  there  as  a 
pauper  ; he  also  wrote  to  Mrs.  Kelly  when  she  left  Boyle,  saying  he  would  feel 
much  obliged  if  she  would  lake  her  back  again  as  a servant,  which  Mrs.  Kelly 
did. 

1722.  Then  you  have  no  knowledge  of  Captain  Wynne  having  given  her 
money  for  the  purposes  of  her  outfit  ? 

No,  it  was  by  the  Union. 

1723.  The  outfit  was  paid  for  by  the  Union  ? 

Yes ; this  was  only  little  things  that  were  wanted. 

1724.  Did  you  ever  warn  Mrs.  Kelly  of  what  was  going  on? 

No,  I did  not. 

1725.  Why  not  ? 

Because  I did  not  wish  to  say  anything  about  it ; Mrs.  Kelly  was  very  well 
aware  of  it  herself. 

1726.  How  do  you  know  that? 

I am  sure  of  it,  because  everybody  in  the  house  of  consequence  knew  it ; I 
did  not  interfere  with  it. 

1727.  Do  you  know  why  this  girl  went  to  live  at  Mr.  Faris’s  ? 

She  went  as  a servant. 

1728.  Was  there  any  particular  reason  why  she  left  the  house ; was  she  in 
the  family  way  ? 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

1729.  Do  you  know  whether  she  had  been  long  in  the  house  before  she  told 
you  what  you  have  stated  with  respect  to  Captain  Wynne  ? 

It  was  after  she  returned. 

1 730.  Do  you  know  what  her  age  is  ? 

I dare  say  between  18  and  19  years  of  age. 

(170.  5.)  s 3 1731.  Now 
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1731.  Now? 

At  that  time. 

1732.  And  she  has  been  away  two  years  ? 

Going  on  for  two  years. 

1733.  Was  she  an  orphan  girl? 

She  was  without  father  and  mother  ; she  has  one  little  brother,  who  remains 
still  in  the  workhouse  of  Carrick-on-Shannon. 

1734.  Were  you  still  holding  office  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  at  the 
time  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  dismissed? 

I was. 

1735.  Were  you  one  of  the  persons  holding  office  that  were  discharged  at  that 
time,  or  do  you  continue  holding  office  now  ? 

No  ; I was  sent  to  Jamestown  to  the  auxiliary  to  take  care  of  it,  when  there 
was  no  officer  in  it ; I am  one  of  the  inmates  in  the  house. 

1736.  You  were  sent  there  in  a situation  of  trust? 

Yes,  in  a situation  of  trust  I have  been  sent  there ; not  under  salary,  for  I have 
a family. 

1737.  Are  you  continued  in  that  position  now? 

Not  at  present ; I am  with  the  master  at  present,  after  preparing  another  lot 
of  girls  for  Australia,  and  sending  them  off;  I am  like  housekeeper  at  present. 

1738.  Before  this  girl  told  you  that  she  had  been  seduced,  did  you  ever  give, 
her  any  warning  about  her  way  of  going  on  ? 

I did ; I was  sorry,  because  she  was  a good  girl,  and  ail  orphan. 

1739.  When  did  you  first  communicate  this  to  anybody? 

I first  spoke  to  Mr.  Thompson  about  it ; I said  it  was  very  well  at  present 
that  it  was  local  Guardians  we  had  in,  and  not  such  as  we  had  before  ; he  is  our 
master  at  present. 

1740.  How  long  ago  is  it  that  you  first  mentioned  it  ? 

Indeed,  I dare  say  it  is  going  on  for  eight  weeks  ago  ; it  was  at  the  time  I was 
packing  up  for  the  Australian  girls  ; the  matron  and  assistant  matron  were  both 
in  fever  at  the  time ; I superintended  the  house  and  their  clothes. 

1741.  And  at  that  time  you  mentioned  this  with  regard  to  her  ? 

I did ; I said  it  was  very  good  that  it  was  not  at  present  as  it  had  been 
before. 

1742.  What  induced  you  to  mention  it  to  Mr.  Thompson? 

I just  thought  it  was  right  of  me  to  do  so ; I thought  that  the  'girls  who  were 
going  out  were  under  a better  character  than  some  of  them  who  went  before, 
and  that  they  should  get  good  characters. 

1743.  You  thought  it  right  to  keep  the  matter  secret  before,  did  not  you? 

No  ; I had  no  person  to  mention  it  to  before. 

1744.  You  stated  that  you  did  not  mention  it  to  Mrs.  Kelly  ? 

No. 

1745.  Because  it  was  well  known  to  Mrs.  Kelly,  and  to  everybody  else  ? 

I just  thought  so. 

1746.  How  long  do  you  believe  that  this  connexion  between  Captain  Wynne 
and  Catharine  Foley  was  known  to  be  going  on  ? 

As  far  as  I can  believe,  I dare  say  about  three  or  four  months  before  she  left 
the  house. 

1747.  Then  if  it  was  so  well  known  to  you,  and  so  well  known  to  others,  why 
was  it  a subject  of  such  astonishment  to  you  that  Captain  Wynne  gave  this 
woman  money  ? 

It  was  that  I did  not  ask  her  any  questions  about  it  until  then,  when  she 
gave  me  the  money ; and  then  I thought  it  my  dutv  to  ask  her  how  did  she 
get  it. 

1748.  You 
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1748.  You  made  a declaration  before  a magistrate,  did  not  you,  upon  this 
matter  ? 

I wish  to  get  a clearer  explanation  of  the  question. 

1749.  Do  you  remember  putting  your  mark  to  a paper  ? — [showing  a Paper 
to  the  Witness.] 

Yes. 

1750.  Before  Mr.  Peyton,  was  it  not  ? 

Yes,  before  Captain  Peyton,  I think. 

1751 . When  did  you  first  communicate  with  Captain  Peyton  upon  the  subject ; 
how  did  he  come  to  know  that  you  were  aware  of  these  facts  ? 

It  was  Mr.  Thompson  revealed  the  story  to  him,  for  I did  not  ; indeed,  I would 
much  rather  not  do  it  to  gentlemen. 

1752.  Mr.  Thompson  is  the  present  master? 

Yes. 

1753.  And  you  place  more  confidence  in  Mr.  Thompson  than  you  did  in  the 
master  that  went  before  him  ? 

I do  ; 1 had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  master  that  went  before  him ; I was 
in  the  house,  and  was  sent  from  one  auxiliary  to  the  other  to  take  charge,  and 
then  returned  to  the  house  again,  when  there  was  any  particular  -work  to  be 
done.. 

1754.  When  you  were  sent  first  to  the  Jamestown  auxiliary  house,  were 
you  selected  by  the  late  Vice- Guardians  for  that  purpose,  or  by  the  present 
Board  ? 

It  was  the  late  local  Guardians  that  were  there  ; Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr.  Kirk- 
wood, and  those  gentlemen. 

1755.  That  sent  you  to  Jamestown? 

Yes ; before  that,  until  the  mistress  came  up  out  of  the  infant  school,  I was 
an  assistant  matron  in  the  house  on  officer’s  rations,  but  no  salary. 

1756.  Under  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

And  under  the  Vice-Guardians  for  15  months. 

1757.  Had  you  any  disagreement  with  those  Vice-Guardians  at  any  time? 

Never. 

1758.  Had  you  any  disagreement  with  Captain  Wynne  at  any  time  ? 

No  ; but  with  the  greatest  respect  I treated  him. 

1759.  But  did  he  treat  you  with  great  respect? 

The  very  same,  indeed ; he  always  treated  me  very  kindly. 

1760.  You  had  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  him  in  any  way  ? 

No  reason. 

1761.  He  never  was  rude  to  you  at  all? 

Never  rude  to  me. 

1762.  Do  you  ever  remember  seeing  one  of  the  persons  in  authority  in  the 
house  take  personal  liberties  with  the  pauper  girls  ? 

I did  with  one. 

1763.  Will  you  state  what  that  was  ? 

I went  in  unguarded  one  morning  into  the  master’s  office ; I did  not  expect  a 
gentleman  to  be  before  me,  and  I walked  in  without  knocking ; I unturned  the 
bolt,  and  went  in ; at  that  time  I found  him  with  his  arm  round  this  girl's 
neck. 

1764.  Which  girl? 

The  master’s  servant. 

1765.  What  was  her  name,  if  you  remember  it  ? 

Catherine  Conlan. 

1766.  State  exactly  what  you  saw  him  do  ? 

I saw  his  arm  round  her  neck,  and  him  kiss  her, 

(170.5.)  s 4 1767.  A 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Mrs. 

F.  A.  Creamer. 
i+th  Alay  1850. 


144  MINUTES  OP  'EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 


Mrs. 

F.  A.  Creamer. 
14th  May  1850. 


1767.  At  about -what  o’clock  in  the  morning? 

As  well  as  I can  recollect,  it  was  about  eight  or  nine  o’clock ; he  lived  in  the- 
town,  and  he  was  there  at  all  hours. 

1768.  Was  the  food,  during  the  time  of  the  Vice- Guardians,  of  a quality 
and  a quantity  that  you  considered  satisfactory,  and  according  to  the  rule  ? 

Sometimes  it  was,  and  sometimes  it  was  not. 

1769.  Was  it  frequently  objectionable;  either  deficient  in  quality  or  quan- 
tity ? 

It  was  at  that  time ; the  stirabout  was  much  too  thin,  and  the  quantity  was 
not  given  altogether ; at  present  they  are  getting  their  full  allowance. 

1770.  What  was  the  quality  of  the  milk? 

It  was  poor  enough,  indeed. 

1771.  Was  the  supply  of  fuel  sufficient? 

Yes,  plenty  of  fuel. 

1772.  How  was  it  in  relation  to  the  clothing  ? 

The  clothing  was  pretty  tidy ; such  as  flannels  and  such-like ; all  that  was 
pretty  tidy. 

1773.  Was  the  supply  of  straw  for  the  bedding  sufficient? 

The  bedding  was  sometimes  very  poor,  and  sometimes  comfortable  enough  ;■ 
just  according  as  the  order  went  in. 

1774.  Were  you  in  the  workhouse  before  the  Vice-Guardians  were  placed  in 

the  management  of  it  ? ...  . . 

I went  in  just  at  that  time  ; I did  not  go  in  just  immediately  at  the  time  the- 
Vice-Guardians  were  in  it ; I have  been  there  going  on  two  years ; the  next 
month  it  will  be  two  years. 

1775.  Are  the  supplies  of  food  and  of  clothing  better  or  worse  now  than  they 
were  under  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

The  food  is  much  better,  but  there  was  a very  great  want  of  clothing  at  the 
time.  The  master  and  matron  were  in  fever,  so  that  the  clothing  was  let  to  rot. 
There  is  a new  stock  now  preparing. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  to  Thursday  next. 
Two  o’clock. 
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Die  Jovis , 16°  Mali  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 


JAMES  KIRKWOOD,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  further  examined 
as  follows  : 


Evidence  on  the 
Petition  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Union  of 
Carrick-on- 
Shannon. 

J.  KirJauood,  Esq. 
l6th  May  1850. 


1776.  DO  you  wish  to  correct  anything  in  your  former  evidence? 

I have  looked  over  it,  and  I should  like  just  to  look  over  it  again  for  a 
moment. 

1777.  A question  was  put  to  you  to  this  effect : “During  the  time  that  the 
Vice-Guardians  were  in  office,  and  Captain  Wynne  was  Inspector,  did  you  visit 
the  workhouse  ?”  to  which  you  answered,  “ No,  I do  not  think  I did”  ? 

I did  not  at  the  time  recollect  whether  I had  done  so  or  not. 

1778.  Since  that,  have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  refreshing  your  memory,  so 
that  you  would  wish  to  give  another  answer  to  that  question  ? 

1 have. 

1779.  What  is  the  answer  which  you  would  wish  to  give  now  ? • 

The  answer  is,  that  since  I had  the  honour  of  being  before  your  Lordships,  a 
circumstance  occurred  to  me  which  brought  it  to  my  recollection  that  I had 
visited  the  workhouse  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  in  1848. 

1780.  Was  there  anything  particular  when  you  visited  it  which  struck  your 
observation  which  you  can  now  state  ? 

Nothing  particular,  except  that  I was  brought  through  parts  of  the  house  at 
the  time  when  I visited  it. 

1781.  What  was  the  occasion  of  your  visiting  it  then '! 

I really  cannot  recollect. 

1782.  Did  you  observe  the  house  to  be  in  order  at  that  period,  or  out  of 
order,  during  the  time  you  went  through  it  ? 

I will  just  state  some  circumstances  to  your  Lordships.  On  going  there, 

I entered  the  Board-room,  and  one  of  the  Guardians,  Mr.  Robinson,  was  in  the 
room  ; after  speaking  to  him  for  some  short  time,  he  left  the  room  for  a con- 
siderable length  of  time,  and  then  returned  to  the  Board-room  door,  and  asked 
me  if  I would  wish  to  see  the  house  ; I consented  to  it,  and  I walked  with  him, 
and  we  went  into  some  of  the  dormitories,  and  also  into  the  kitchens  ; they  had 
at  that  time  made  some  improvements  in  the  kitchens,  and  the  dormitories  that 
I went  to  at  the  time  appeared  to  be  in  very  good  order ; the  beds  were  all 
folded  up ; but  I did  not  go  through  all  the  dormitories,  I only  went  through 
a few. 

1783.  But  as  far  as  you  went,  you  saw  nothing  that  was  so  bad  or  so  out  of 
order  as  particularly  to  strike  your  attention  ? 

No,  I did  not. 

1784.  Nor  did  you  see  anything  that  induced  you  to  make  any  observations 
to  Mr.  Robinson  on  the  state  of  the  house  ? 

No,  I really  did  not. 

1785.  To  the  best  of  your  recollection,  then,  on  that  occasion  of  your  first 
visit,  the  house  was  in  good  order  ? 
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J.  Kirkwood,  Esq. 
l6th  May  1850. 


The  parts  of  it  that  I went  into,  "but  I did  not  go  through  it  all ; they  appeared 
to  me  to  be  tolerably  well. 

1786.  In  the  parts  that  you  did  go  into  were  you  accompanied  all  the  while 
by  a Vice-Guardian? 

Yes. 

1787.  And  you  went  into  those  parts  to  which  he  took  you? 

Yes,  Mr.  Robinson. 

1788.  Is  there  any  other  portion  of  your  evidence  in  which  you  wish  to  make 
any  correction? 

Nothing  more.  This  occurred  in  the  year  1848.  I cannot  exactly  say  at 
what  time  in  that  year.  The  evidence  which  I gave  on  the  former  day  was  sub- 
sequent to  that. 

1789.  The  description  of  the  workhouse  which  you  gave  then  applied  to  a 
subsequent  period  ? 

Exactly ; a short  time  before  the  Vice-Guardians  were  removed,  and  after 
Captain  Wynne  had  been  removed. 

1790.  And  during  the  time  of  Captain  Haymes  ? 

Yes;  just  immediately  after  Captain  Haymes  was  appointed. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  the  28th  instant, 
One  o’clock. 
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Die  Mortis,  28°  Mali  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 


The  Right  Honourable  the  EARL  OF  ROSSE,  a Member  of  the  Committee, 
examined. 

1791.  \ OUR  Lordship  is  acquainted  with  Mr.  Robinson,  who  was  recently 
Vice-Guardian  of  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  previously  clerk  to  the 
Board  at  Parsonstown  ? 

Yes ; he  was  clerk  to  the  Parsonstown  Board,  I think,  from  the  time  that  the 
Board  was  first  formed. 

1/92.  During  that  time,  had  you  many  opportunities  of  observing  the  manner 
in  which  he  conducted  the  business,  and  fulfilled  the  duties  imposed  upon  him? 

He  was  certainly  an  excellent  clerk,  and  I believe  the  accounts  were  kept 
with  great  regularity  : his  family  was  connected  with  a large  distilling  concern, 
and  I believe  he  was  educated  with  a view  to  his  being  employed  as  a man  of 
business  ; he  was  a very  good  clerk  and  accountant. 

1793.  What  was  the  occasion  of  his  resigning  and  leaving  the  office  of  clerk 
to  the  Parsonstown  Union  ? 

At  the  time  that  he  received  the  appointment,  the  accounts  of  our  Board  were 
only  made  up  till  the  last  quarter,  and  the  clerk  who  succeeded  him  found  some 
difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  system ; he  had  had  no  experience  of  the  kind,  and 
he  applied  to  the  Commissioners  to  ask  them  to  direct  Mr.  Robinson  to  make  up 
the  accounts  up  to  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  the  new  clerk,  and  the  Com- 
missioners desired  Mr.  Robinson  to  do  so,  and  in  consequence  he  had  to  leave 
the  Union  in  the  south  of  Ireland  (I  forget  what  Union  it  was),  of  which  he  was  in 
charge ; and  then  the  work  being  finished,  he  found  his  place  was  filled  up. 
This  was  in  substance  the  way  the  matter  was  explained  to  me  by  the  Guardians 
who  assisted  in  auditing  the  accounts. 

1794.  He  had  by  the  Commissioners  been  removed  from  Parsonstown  Union  to 
a Union  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  to  act  as  Vice-Guardian  in  that  Union? 

Yes,  of  course,  when  he  was  obliged  to  leave  that  Union  for  the  purpose  of 
coming  back  to  make  up  those  accounts,  it  was  necessary  that  his  place  should  be 
filled  up. 

1795.  When  he  had  made  up  the  accounts,  on  his  return  was  every  thing 
found  to  he  perfectly  correct  ? 

Every  thing  was  found  to  be  perfectly  correct. 

1796.  Was  it  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Board,  or  at  the  recommendation 
of  your  Lordship,  that  he  was  appointed  Vice-Guardian  to  Carrick-on-Shannon? 

My  impression  is,  that  he  was  not  appointed  Vice-Guardian  in  consequence 
of  any  recommendation  from  our  Board  or  from  me,  but  that  in  some  way  or 
other  Mrs.  Robinson,  through  some  friends,  procured  the  appointment,  at  least 
so  I have  heard : he  applied  to  our  Board  for  a certificate  of  recommendation, 
without  which  the  appointment,  I believe,  could  not  have  been  made ; but  I should 
be  glad  to  see  the  recommendation,  because  I may  not  perhaps  have  a distinct 
recollection  of  it. 

1797.  Are  you  aware  that  he  was  engaged  in  a mercantile  speculation,  or  other 
adventure  of  a similar  nature? 

I think  that  he  was  connected  with  a large  mill  establishment,  an  extensive 
flour  mill,  but  I am  not  quite  positive  about  that ; but  his  family  were;  and  his 
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nepliew  was  engaged  in  a large  distillery,  and  failed  to  the  amount  of  between. 
30,000  l.  and  40,000  and  1 heard  that  he  lost  money  by  his  connexion  with 
him ; but  I am  not  quite  positive  of  that ; I am  merely  speaking  from  hearsay ; 
he  had  freehold  property  to  the  amount  of  about  400  l.  a year,  and  I believe  he 
still  has  that,  probably  much  encumbered. 

1798.  Is  it  not  customary  for  Clerks  of  Unions  to  give  some  kind  of  security 
when  they  are  so  employed  ? 

1 think  so,  but  I cannot  speak  positively  ; in  point  of  fact,  I am  not  very  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  actual  details  of  the  Poor  Law  management,  because 
our  Board  of  Guardians  I have  always  considered  to  be  an  exceedingly  good  one ; 
and  as  my  agent  is  usually  present  at  the  Board,  and  my  time  is  very  much 
occupied,  I only  attend  occasionally. 

1799.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that,  on  the  whole,  to  the  best  of 
your  Lordship’s  knowledge,  there  was  no  reason  whatever  to  suspect,  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment,  that  Mr.  Robinson  was  not  a proper  person  for  Vice- 
Guardian  ? 

I should  say,  certainly  not ; I do  not  think  there  was  any  reason  to  blame  the 
Commissioners  for  making  that  appointment ; I think,  myself,  that  in  many 
cases  the  Commissioners  dissolved  Boards  unnecessarily  (but  that  of  course  is 
matter  of  opinion),  and  that  there  was  great  difficulty  in  procuring  persons 
properly  qualified  to  act  as  Vice-Guardians,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  generally,  the 
Vice- Guardians  appointed  were  broken-down  gentlemen  who  had  been  unable  to 
manage  their  own  affairs,  and  therefore  were  not  very  likely  to  he  able  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  a Union  ; but  I believe  that  Mr.  Robiuson  was  quite  competent  to 
conduct  the  business  as  well,  or  I should  say  better,  than  the  great  majority  of 
the  Vice-Guardians,  and  he  was  in  a higher  station  of  life,  no  doubt,  and  perhaps 
better  circumstanced,  in  point  of  property,  than  Clerks  of  Unions  usually  are. 
1 wish  to  add  to  my  last  answer,  that  I have  since  seen  the  recommendations  of 
Mr.  Robinson,  and  perceive  he  was  originally  recommended  by  the  two  Poor 
Law  Inspectors,  Messrs.  Flanagan  and  Burke.  The  recommendation,  or  rather 
perhaps  remonstrance,  of  the  Parsonstown  Board  was  on  the  occasion  of  Mr. 
Robinson’s  application  to  be  re-instated  as  Vice-Guardian,  he  having  made  up 
his  accounts  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the  Board.  The  office  of  Clerk  had,  at 
that  time,  been  filled  up,  and  Mr.  Robinson  consequently  was  without  employ- 
ment ; the  Board  were  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Robinson  had  been  hardly  used,  and 
so  was  I.  Not  having  been  present  at  the  Board,  I signified  my  opinion  by  a 
note  on  Mr.  Robinson’s  memorial. 


Captain  PHILIP  GEORGE  HAYMES,  R.N.,  is  called  in,  and  examined 
as  follows : 

1800.  YOU  are  temporary  Inspector  of  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon? 
Yes. 

1801.  When  were  you  appointed  to  that  Union  ? 

On  the  1st  of  October. 

1802.  When  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  you  visited  the  workhouse  of 
that  Union? 

I should  say  about  the  17th  or  18th  of  October.  I had  a distance  of  300 
miles  to  come,  and  it  took  me  some  time  before  I got  there  ; I arrived,  I think, 
on  the  16th  of  October. 

1803.  The  Vice-Guardians  were  then  in  office  ? 

They  were. 

1804.  Mr.  Mortimer  and  Mr.  Robinson  were  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

They  were. 

1805.  Did 
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1805.  Did  you  inspect  the  workhouse  on  that  visit? 

I did. 

1806.  In  what  condition  did  you  find  the  workhouse? 

I found  it  clean  and  in  decent  order.  At  the  same  time  I perceived  evidently 
that  there  was  a want  of  unanimity  amongst  the  officers. 

1807.  Was  that  the  only  defect  that  you  then  observed  ? 

It  was. 

1808.  Did  you  visit  the  kitchen  ? 

I did. 

1809.  Did  you  find  the  kitchen  cleanly,  and  the  boilers,  &c.  in  proper  order? 

The  boilers  had  been  recently  broken  from  too  much  fire,  but  the  kitchen  was 

in  decent  order. 

1810.  Did  you  visit  the  dormitories  ? 

I did. 

1811.  Did  you  find  the  dormitories  cleanly,  and  the  beds  properly  kept? 

Yes. 

1812.  Did  you  visit  the  probationary  wards  ? 

I did. 

1813.  Did  you  find  them  also  in  proper  condition? 

They  were  not  so  clean  as  I could  have  desired ; and  I made  the  remark  at 
the  time  to  the  porter,  that  they  were  not  as  clean  as  could  be  wished. 

1814.  Did  you  examine  the  stores? 

I did. 

1815.  In  what  condition  were  the  stores  ? 

The  stores  appeared  in  very  fair  condition ; every  good  and  proper  arrange- 
ment I found  that  is  usually  made  in  those  houses. 

1816.  With  reference  to  the  books,  did  you  ascertain  whether  the  books  and 
accounts  were  properly  kept  ? 

I found  that  they  were  not.  I found  that  the  books  were  particularly  faulty, 
and  that  all  the  books  belonging  to  the  master  had  been  loosely  kept. 

1817.  Did  you  find  that  the  register  did  not  correspond  with  the  number  of 
rations  furnished? 

Not  at  that  lime. 

1818.  Did  you  at  some  subsequent  period  find  that  ? 

At  a subsequent  period,  after  the  Local  Board  had  resumed  their  duties;  it 
was  upon  that  occasion  that  I was  present  at  the  time  of  the  investigation  taking 
place  by  the  house  committee. 

1819.  Not  by  yourself  ? 

Not  by  myself. 

1820.  Did  the  result  of  that  investigation,  with  regard  to  the  discrepancy 
between  the  register  and  the  number  of  rations  given  out,  extend  over  a period 
sufficient  to  include  any  portion  of  the  time  when  the  Vice-Guardians  were 
in  office  ? 

Yes ; certainly  it  appeared  so. 

1821.  You  imagine  that  that  discrepancy  did  not  date  entirely  from  the 
appointment  of  the  elected  Board,  but  that  it  commenced  at  a previous  period? 

It  certainly  appeared  to  me  that  it  was  a much  longer  period  than  that  during 
which  the  Board  had  resumed  office ; certainly  this  discrepancy  had  continued 
for  some  length  of  time ; I cannot  say  exactly  the  time.  I will  refer  to  my 
report,  if  your  Lordships  will  permit  me.  Upon  one  occasion,  when  I was 
present,  I saw  that  there  were  a great  number  of  names  on  the  relief  list  which.- 
were  not  upon  the  register,  and  that  there  were  a great  number  of  persons  in 
the  house  whose  names  did  not  appear  upon  the  register  at  all. 

1822.  And  you  imagined  that  that  had  existed  for  several  months? 

I think  so.  With  your  Lordships’  permission,  I will  read  an  extract  from  my 
(170.7.)  t3  report: 
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report : “ There  is  no  doubt  that  the  hooks  kept  by  the  late  master  were  found 
most  irregular ; and  I perfectly  recollect  being  present  on  one  occasion  when  the 
register  and  relief  list  were  compared  by  the  (then)  house  committee,  when  a 
great  number  of  names  appeared  as  discharged  from  the  register  months  before, 
and  whose  names  still  appeared  on  the  relief  list  as  receiving  rations ; I cannot 
say  how  many  names,  or  for  what  period,  they  had  all  been  returned  as  rationed, 
but  I have  now  before  me  a report  from  the  present  master,  stating,  that  it  took 
him  at  least  three  weeks  to  examine  these  books  and  to  correct  them.”  That  is 
the  fact. 

1823.  Did  you  make  any  report  previously  to  the  Vice-Guardians  going  out  ? 

Yes. 

1,824.  In  that  report  did  you  allude  to  any  of  those  discrepancies  in  the 
books  ? 

I think  not,  because  I had  not  then  ascertained  them.  The  period  was  so 
short,  after  I took  charge  of  the  Union,  till  they  went  out  of  office,  that  I really 
had  not  time,  having  two  Unions  to  attend  to.  I simply  inspected  the  work- 
houses,  looked  into  every  portion  of  them,  and  suggested  many  changes,  which 
they  adopted  immediately. 

1825.  With  regard  to  this  discrepancy  between  the  relief  list  and  the  register, 
which  you  discovered  subsequently,  and  which  you  believe  to  have  existed  during 
the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  do  you  imagine  that  a greater  number  of  rations 
were  invariably  delivered  out  than  there  were  persons  in  the  workhouse  who  were 
entitled  to  rations  ? 

It  would  be  very  difficult  to  answer  that  positively,  but  I should  think  not. 
It  has  been  frequently  the  case,  unless  the  house  is  counted  every  three  months, 
that  many  people  are  found  in  the  house  whose  names  are  not  upon  the  register, 
and,  consequently,  the  one  generally  makes  up  for  the  other.  The  rations  given 
extra  for  those  discharged  would,  as  nearly  as  possible,  make  up  for  the  number 
of  those  in  the  house  without  being  on  the  books. 

1826.  You  mean  to  say,  that  the  number  of  persons  receiving  rations  who 
are  not  on  the  register  is  about  equal  to  the  number  of  persons  receiving  rations, 
or  being  on  the  relief  list,  who  are  discharged  and  not  in  the  house  ? 

It  is  generally  so. 

1827.  But,  of  your  own  knowledge,  are  you  aware  that  that  was  the  sole 
irregularity,  namely,  that  the  numbers  did  not  tally,  that  the  names  did  not 
correspond  with  the  individuals  ? 

I could  not  take  upon  myself  to  say  that  the  numbers  were  exact ; on  the 
contrary,  I find  that  1 reported  myself  that  there  were  196  names  of  persons  so 
receiving  rations ; whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  only  84  persons  in  the 
house  whose  names  were  not  registered. 

1828.  That  state  of  things  would  imply  that  a certain  number  of  extra  rations 
were  delivered  ? 

Clearly  ; but  how  long  or  for  what  period,  it  is  impossible  to  say. 

1829.  But  during  the  time  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in  office,  was  it  the 
habit  to  call  over  -the  muster-roll  ? 

As  far  as  my  acquaintance  went,  it  was.  Of  course  that  would  naturally  be 
done  morning  and  evening  ; but  still  that  would  not  suffice  to  rectify  the  register 
unless  the  house  be  counted,  by  which  means  you  ascertain  the  persons  in  the 
house  from  every  Electoral  Division,  and  from  every  Townland  ; but  the  simple 
system  of  calling  the  roll  in  the  morning  and  in  the  evening,  as  a matter  of 
course,  is  done  by  wards,  when  they  retire  to  their  wards,  and  when  they 
get  up. 

1830.  Would  not  that  be  a check  as  to  the  number? 

It  would,  as  to  the  total  number,  but  not  beyond  that ; not  as  to  the  names 
aud  the  places  from  whence  they  come,  and  so  on. 

1831.  But  it  would  be  a check  as  to  the  total  number  ? 

It  would. 

1832.  And  that  was  the  habit  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

It  was ; it  is  customary  in  all  workhouses. 

1833.  Therefore, 
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1834.  But  still  it  is  your  impression  that,  during  that  period  at  any  rate,  there 
were  no  extra  rations  delivered  beyond  the  number  of  persons  actually  in  the 
workhouse  ? 

That  is  my  impression. 

1835.  But  you  do  not  know  it  for  certain? 

I do  not  know  it  for  certain. 

1836.  Is  it  usual  with  Irish  Boards  of  Guardians  to  make  a weekly  return  of 
the  number  of  people  within  the  Union-house? 

Yes,  in  the  minutes  of  proceedings  the  number  actually  receiving  rations  is 
regularly  sent  up  to  the  Commissioners  every  week. 

1 837.  And  also  the  days  on  which  parties  leave  the  house,  and  the  days  on 
which  they  enter  the  house  ? 

Those  appear  upon  the  register,  both  the  discharges  and  the  entries ; the 
number  discharged  in  the  week  ; the  number  entered,  the  number  dead ; the 
number  sick,  and  so  forth. 

1838.  Are  you  aw'are  of  a report  made  by  Denis  Phelan? 

Yes,  I have  it  here. 

1839.  His  visit  was  made  subsequently  to  the  elected  Board  entering  into 
office  ? 

It  was. 

1840.  Do  you  remember  the  description  given  in  that  report  of  the  disgust- 
ing state  of  some  of  the  probationary  wards  ? 

I do. 

1841.  When  you  visited  the  workhouse  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians, 
did  their  state  in  any  way  correspond  with  that  description  ? 

By  no  meaus. 

1842.  Had  you  ever  occasion  to  see  them  in  that  state? 

No  doubt. 

1843.  At  what  period  did  you  see  them  in  that  state  ? 

I should  say  about  five  weeks,  or  some  period  of  that  description,  after  the 
Local  Board  resumed  office.  I stated  in  my  report  that  the  house,  during  the 
time  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  was  by  no  means  in  a bad  state.  I had  observed 
that  there  was  a want  of  unanimity  amongst  the  officers,  and  I took  upon  me  to 
admonish  them  very  severely,  showing  them  the  result,  and  I believe  one  of  my 
reports  to  the  Commissioners  goes  to  that  effect,  stating  that  I had  done  so.  It 
was  subsequently  to  this  that  the  whole,  I may  say,  of  the  disgraceful  state  into 
which  the  house  fell  took  place. 

1 844.  Subsequent  to  the  Vice-Guardians  leaving  office  ? 

Yes. 

1845.  Were  any  observations  made  to  you  at  any  time  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  the  contractor  for  coals  ? 

With  your  Lordships’  permission  I will  read  an  extract  from  a report  I made 
upon  the  occasion.  It  is*  stated  in  the  Petition,  that  it  was  discovered  that  the 
fuel  brought  by  the  contractor  to  the  house  was  deficient  12  cwt.  in  each  load. 
My  reply  to  this  is,  that  I never  heard  of  this  discovery  myself,  nor  can  I now 
upon  inquiry  trace  it  to  any  source.  I should  consider  it  barely  possible  that  it 
could  have  occurred  without  my  knowledge,  or  that  any  contractor  would  subject 
himself  to  a penalty  for  such  a bare-faced  robbery  as  the  abstraction  of  12  cwt. 
from  20  cwt.,  the  usual  cart-load,  leaving  only  8 cwt. ; the  thing  must  have  been 
seen  immediately. 

1846.  Did  you  ever  take  the  trouble  of  inquiring  about  it? 

I did,  most  undoubtedly ; it  was  my  duty. 

(170.7.)  t 4 1847.  Did 


1833.  Therefore,  supposing  that  to  have  been  the  custom,  no  extra  rations 
could  possibly  have  been  delivered  ? 

Not  well,  because  the  number  would  tally  with  the  number  apparent  on  the 
register ; although  the  names  might  be  different,  still  it  was  very  possible  that 
rations  might  be  given  to  parties  whose  names  were  not  upon  the  register. 
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1 847.  Did  you  ever  take  the  trouble  of  inquiring  yourself  as  to  the  weight  and 
quantity  of  supplies  that  came  into  the  house  ? 

I did  ; there  is  no  doubt  that  much  irregularity  and  looseness  was  practised 
by  the  late  staff  of  officers  with  respect  to  checking  the  supplies.  I found  a 
pauper  in  charge  of  the  coal  and  turf  store  when  I first  took  charge  of  the  Union, 
and  that  he  was  frequently  in  the  habit  of  receiving  many  cart-loads  of  both 
during  the  day,  and  noting  the  same  in  a pass-book.  I learned,  also,  that  it  was 
the  custom  to  measure  one  cart-load  of  turf,  and  to  take  the  rest  for  granted. 
The  drivers  of  the  coal-carts  (which,  I should  state,  convinced  me  that  it  was 
scarcely  possible  to  abstract  a great  portion  of  coal  from  a cart-load)  brought 
with  them  usually  the  weigh-master  s note  of  the  weight. 

1848.  The  weigh-master  is  not  a person  belonging  to  the  Union-house? 

No ; the  weigh-master  of  the  town.  It  was  customary,  I learnt,  to  take  the 
cart  to  the  shambles,  there  to  be  weighed,  the  weigh-master  signing  his  name  to 
a note,  stating  the  weight,  which  was  brought  to  the  Union-house.  On  speaking 
to  the  master  and  his  assistant  on  this  improper  practice,  in  receiving  the  coal 
and  the  turf  into  the  stores,  they  stated  that  the  pauper  was  a very  trustworthy 
person,  and  had  been  long  in  this  employment.  1 had  frequent  occasion  to  insist 
that  nothing  should  be  taken  into  the  house  without  an  invoice,  and  that  the 
invoice  should  be  verified  by  the  master’s  signature  as  to  weight,  qualitv,  &c. 

1849.  Your  report  was  dated  after  the  Petition  in  this  matter  was  for- 
warded 1 

Yes. 

1850.  Could  it  have  been  possible  for  a ton  weight  of  coal  to  be  deficient 
even  2 cwt.  without  its  being  discovered  ? 

It  is  just  possible,  only  that  it  must  have  been  taken  then  from  the  carts  after 
they  had  been  weighed  by  the  weigh-master,  and  brought  up  to  the  Union- 
house. 

1851.  Could  it  have  been  done  unless  there  had  been  collusion  between  the 
weigh-master  and  the  master  of  the  house  ? 

That  is  possible. 

1852.  Have  you  any  doubt  in  your  mind  that  among  the  officers  employed  in 
the  workhouse  there  was  both  collusion  and  fraud  ? 

If  I am  simply  asked  to  give  my  opinion  upon  the  subject,  from  my  observa- 
tions, I am  very  much  inclined  to  be  of  opinion  that  there  certainly  was  an 
amazing  deal  of  fraud  going  on. 

1853.  And  collusion  on  the  part  of  the  master  and  the  various  officers ? 

Yes. 

1 854.  • From  what  period  should  you  date  that  ? 

It  would  be  difficult  to  say,  because  I only  took  charge  a fortnight  before  the 
Vice-Guardians  went  out ; consequently  I am  more  pertinently  acquainted  with 
all  the  acts  of  the  present  Local  Board  than  I am  with  those  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians.  But  what  I saw  I stated  in  my  report,  if  your  Lordships  will 
permit  me  to  read  it. 

1855.  Mr.  Peyton,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  states,  that  the 
boilers  appeared  in  a filthy  state,  and  were  broken ; and  he  moreover  states,  that 
they  were  in  that  condition  when  the  workhouse  was  handed  over  by  the 
Vice-Guardians  to  the  elected  Board ; can  you  either  confirm  or  contradict  that 
statement? 

I should  be  more  inclined  to  contradict  it.  He  might  have  seen  the  boilers 
in  the  kitchen-yard,  which  had  been  taken  out  of  the  kitchen,  having  been 
rendered  useless  by  being  cracked ; but  certainly  not  the  boilers  in  which  the 
food  was  cooked  for  the  people. 

1856.  He  further  states,  that  on  going  to  the  laundry  they  found  a great 
quantity  of  clothes  in  a most  awful  state,  nearly  all  rotten  ? 

That  is  perfectly  correct,  as  far  as  that  goes  in  the  laundry-yard.  I believe 
in  my  report  I reported  that  to  the  Commissioners  also. 

1857.  That 
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1857.  That  was  perfectly  true  at  the  period  when  the  Committee  of  Inves- 
tigation visited  the  laundry  ? 

Yes ; I was  present. 

1 858.  That  was  in  January  ? 

Yes. 

1859.  How  long  do  you  imagine  the  clothes  had  been  in  that  neglected 
state  ? 

I think  it  had  been  an  accumulation  of  about  eight  weeks,  eight  to  nine 
weeks  ; it  might  have  been  the  week  before  the  Vice-Guardians  went  out,  for  the 
Local  Board  had  been  there  two  months. 

1860.  Therefore,  you  imagine  that  when  the  Vice-Guardians  went  out  of 
office  they  were  not  in  that  state  ? 

Assuredly  not ; the  foul  linen  of  the  house  was  placed  in  this  store  in  the 
yard  close  to  the  wash-house  door  for  the  purpose  of  being  transferred  to  the 
wash-house,  and  consequently,  when  the  Local  Board  took  charge,  I should 
presume  that  there  might  have  been  a week  or  ten  days  of  linen  and  clothes  in 
that  state,  but  nothing  beyond  that. 

1861.  Mr.  Peyton  says,  that  there  was  lime  thrown  upon  the  clothes;  was 
that  the  case  ? 

That  was  the  case,  by  direction  of  the  house  committee. 

1862.  It  is  also  stated  that  in  the  probationary  wards  the  straw  had  not  been 
changed  for  a very  long  time ; was  that  so  ? 

As  far  as  Dr.  Phelan’s  report  goes,  it  was  so.  He  states  that  it  was  four 
months.  It  is  to  be  taken  into  account  that  the  Local  Board  had  been  in  for 
two  months  or  six  weeks  when  he  made  his  report. 

1863.  Does  Dr.  Phelan  state  that  for  four  months  the  straw  had  been 
neglected  ? 

He  states  that  it  had  not  been  changed  for  four  months. 

1864.  How  often  ought  it  to  have  been  changed? 

Every  two  months.  It  frequently  occurs  that  the  straw  in  the  probationary 
wards  is  not  made  use  of  once  a week,  or  something  of  that  sort,  and  therefore 
it  lasts  generally  longer  than  in  the  house. 

1865.  If  it  is  usually  changed  every  two  months,  it  ought  to  have  been 
changed  on  the  elected  Board  coming  in? 

It  should. 

1866.  Two  out  of  the  four  months  to  which  Dr.  Phelan’s  report  refers 
having  been  the  two  last  months  of  the  administration  of  the  Vice-Guardians, 
and  the  other  two  the  two  first  months  of  the  elected  Board  ? 

Precisely.  I learnt  from  the  Vice-Guardians  that  every  bit  of  straw  in  the 
house  had  been  changed  in  the  month  of  September ; therefore  that  wTould  make 
it  about  six  weeks  previously  to  their  quitting  the  house. 

1867.  You  visited  the  probationary  wards  a fortnight  previously  to  their 
going  out? 

I did. 

1868.  Did  it  then  strike  you  at  all  that  there  was  anything  resembling  the 
description  given  by  Dr.  Phelan  ? 

By  no  means  at  that  time.  I did  not  find  the  wards  so  clean  as  the  rest  of 
the  house,  and  I found  fault  with  their  state  upon  that  occasion. 

1869.  Was  your  attention  drawn  to  the  quality  of  the  milk? 

Frequently. 

1870.  Was  that  subsequently  to  the  appointment  of  the  elected  Board,  or 
before  ? 

Before. 

1871.  What  was  the  result  of  your  inquiries  into  that? 

I recommended  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  the  first  place,  immediately  to  proceed 
against  the  contractors  for  the  milk;  they  replied,  that  they  had  frequently 
written  to  the  parties.  I recommended  strongly  that  they  should  be  proceeded 

(170.  7.)  U against 
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Captain  against  at  law,  tut  they  did  not  do  so,  they  had  so  much  to  do  before  going  out 
G.Haymes,  an(j  the  coming  in  of  the  new  Local  Board.  I also  recommended  that  the 
Board  should  give  directions  that  the  master  should  purchase  milk  at  any  price, 
28th  May  1850.  charging  the  contractors  with  the  extra  price  that  he  might  give  for  it.  The 

. milk  was  so  had  frequently  that  I was  obliged  to  insist  upon  the  master  not 

taking  such  milk  into  the  house. 

1872.  Did  the  contractors  make  any  excuse  for  sending  bad  milk? 

None. 

1873.  Did  the  Board  of  Guardians  refuse  to  give  you  any  assistance  in  that 
respect  ? 

No  ; but  unfortunately  things  were  put  off  from  day  to  day  in  such  a manner 
that,  although  I made  these  suggestions  to  the  Board,  they  were  not  paid  that 
attention  to  which  was  required  to  remedy  the  evil  at  once.  I beg  permis- 
sion to  read  the  following  report  made  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  24th 
December  1849 : — 

(No.  80,429/49.) 

Sir,  ' Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  24  December  1849. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter.  No.  79,142,  transmitting-  a 
copy  of  Dr.  Phelan’s  Report  to  the  Commissioners  on  his  inspection  of  the  workhouse  in 
this  Union ; and,  in  reference  thereto,  I beg  to  state  that,  long  before  Dr.  Phelan’s  visit, 
I had  made  it  my  duty  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  nearly  all  the 
points  on  which  Dr.  Phelan  so  justly  animadverts.  I am  sorry  to  add,  I did  so  with  but 
little  success,  the  Board  not  giving  that  due  consideration  to  my  representations  which  I 
considered  the  gravity  of  the  subject  demanded ; and  the  result  was  that  no  steps  were  taken 
to  prevent  a recurrence  or  at  once  put  an  end  to  the  state  of  disorder  into  which  the  house 
has  fallen,  and  the  natural  consequences  of  which  are  daily  manifesting  themselves  by  the 
spread  of  dysentery  and  fever. 

I have  had  occasion,  in  my  former  reports,  to  mention  the  great  want  of  unanimity 
amongst  the  officers  of  the  house,  more  particularly  between  the  master  and  matron  ; and 
also  that  I had  taken  occasion  to  admonish  them  in  strong  terms  for  this  want  of  cordiality, 
showing  clearly  that  the  discipline  of  the  house  must  suffer  if  it  continued.  I am  sorry  to 
add,  my  exhortation  was  of  little  effect,  as  we  have  gone  from  bad  to  worse;  so  at  the  present 
moment  I can  safely  affirm  1 have  never  witnessed  so  dirty  or  ill-regulated  a workhouse  in 
Ireland. 

All  this  was  reported  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  by  myself  on  Wednesday  last,  but  with 
no  visible  effect.  The  fact  is,  that  when  the  Board  do  meet,  much  valuable  time  is  expended 
by  useless  and  irrelevant  discussion,  so  that  little  is  left  for  the  real  business  of  the  day  ; and 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  entire  wants  of  the  forthcoming  week  are  to  be  provided  for  as 
well  as  the  routine  business  of  the  day,  it  is  quite  clear  that  much  is  imperfectly  done,  or 
altogether  neglected. 

It  is  my  intention  to  bring  the  matter  once  more  before  the  Board  on  Wednesday  next, 
when,  I trust,  they  will  no  longer  defer  taking  the  necessary  steps  for  getting  the  house  into 
good  order. 

I am  sorry  to  report  that  the  master  and  matron  are  both  confined  to  their  beds  in 
fever,  as  also  the  assistant  schoolmistress.  Tne  schoolmistress  left  the  house  yesterday, 
without  leave,  and  has  not  since  returned.  Of  course,  all  this  but  adds  to  the  disorder  of 
the  house. 

I hope  to  induce  the  Guardians  to  open  the  James  Town  auxiliary  house,  on  Wednesday 
next,  which  will  relieve  the  main  house  considerably,  by  sending  thereto  the  entire  establish- 
ment of  the  girls’  school. 

I have,  &c. 

(signed)  P.  G.  Havmes, 

To  William  Stanley,  Esq.  T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 

Secretary,  &c. 


1874.  How  long  would  it  take  to  bring  the  contractor  to  book  upon  his  bond? 
Not  a very  long  time.  The  proper  way  to  proceed  is,  what  I suggested,  to 

desire  the  master  to  purchase  milk  at  any  price,  and  to  set  the  difference  down 
to  the  contractor,  which  he  would  be  obliged  to  pay. 

1875.  Do  you  believe  that,  at  that  period  of  the  year,  milk  to  the  extent  and 
quantity  that  was  necessary  for  the  poor-house  could  have  been  had  from  any- 
body, except  under  the  preparation  of  a contract  ? 

Yes ; in  November  sufficient  milk  might  have  been  obtained — I do  not  say 
from  one  person  or  two,  but  certainly  in  the  country  it  might  have  been  obtained. 

1876.  Was 
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1876.  Was  your  attention  at  any  period  drawn  to  the  conduct  or  the  position 
of  Mr.  Robinson,  one  of  the  Vice- Guardians  ? 

It  was. 

1877.  Did  you  make  inquiries  thereon? 

I did. 

1878.  What  was  the  result  of  those  inquiries  ? 

I made  a report  to  the  Commissioners  upon  the  subject,  which,  with  your  Lord- 
ships’  permission,  I will  read : “ Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  requesting  me  to 
inform  the  Commissioners  of  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  statement  of 
Lord  Westmeath  with  reference  to  Mr.  Robinson,  I beg  to  state  that  I con- 
ceived it  best  to  call  on  Mr.  Robinson  by  letter  to  give  me  such  information  as 
lay  in  his  power  on  the  subject,  and  I now  beg  leave  to  transmit  his  letter  of 
explanation.  I do  not  deem  it  my  duty  to  notice  to  the  Commissioners  the 
■various  idle  rumours  current  in  the  town,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Robinson’s  being 
in  debt  there ; these,  if  true,  are  of  a private  nature,  and  beyond  the  scope  of  my 
duties  to  inquire  into ; but  I have  heard  of  nothing  of  a public  nature  that  could 
be  made  a substantial  charge  against  Mr.  Robinson  in  his  quality  as  Vice- 
Guardian.  If  there  exist  grounds  for  any  such  charges,  I can  only  say  they  have 
not  been  made  to  me,  or  I should  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  have  immediately 
inquired  into  them.”  This  is  Mr.  Robinson’s  letter  to  me — [ •producing  the  same ] ; — 
it  simply  states  that  there  were  two  little  bills  which  he  owed,  and  he  supposes 
that  his  Lordship  had  made  that  statement  respecting  him  in  consequence  of  his 
having  been  in  debt  to  those  parties,  but  that  he  only  waited  for  Mr.  Robinson’s 
return  to  pay  them. 

1879.  In  fact,  it  is  an  explanation  with  regard  to  his  private  bills? 

Yes. 

1880.  The  Union  did  not  suffer  in  any  way  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  his 
private  affairs  ? 

Nothing  that  I am  at  all  aware  of. 

1881 . Are  the  Committee  justified  in  collecting,  generally,  from  your  evidence, 
that  the  Vice-Guardians  fulfilled  their  duty  to  the  hour  of  their  leaving  office* 
and  that  the  workhouse  was  in  a proper  state  when  it  was  handed  over  to  the 
elected  Board  ? 

I would  wish  to  be  particular  in  stating  that  the  house  probably  was  not  in  so 
perfect  a state  as  I had  been  accustomed  to  see  houses,  or  as  I could  have  wished 
it ; still  it  was  in  a very  fair  state,  as  I reported  upon  in  my  first  visitation  of  the 
house ; in  short,  there  appeared  a want  of  business-like  manner  of  doing  the  duty 
that  I did  not  like  very  much  ; still  the  duty  was  done. 

1882.  The  books  you  said  were  not  so  correctly  kept  ? 

They  were  not. 

1883.  That  was  the  chief  defect  you  discovered? 

That  was  the  chief  thing,  and  I spoke  to  the  clerk  particularly  about  it ; 
there  were  many  books  that  had  not  been  initialed  by  him,  which  he  ought  to 
have  done ; he  ought  to  have  seen  that  those  books  were  brought  up  and 
initialed,  aud  brought  before  the  Board  every  week ; this  was  not  done ; there 
were  several  books  not  initialed. 

1884.  Did  you  imagine  that,  in  consequence  of  the  books  being  so  ill  kept, 
there  was  a more  lavish  expenditure  than  otherwise  would  have  taken  place  ? 

I cannot  say  that ; it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  there  was.  any  thing  outre  in 
the  expenditure  at  all. 

1885.  Proper  economy  seemed  to  be  observed  ? 

Particularly  so,  I thought. 

1886.  As  far  as  you  could  judge,  they  attended  to  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers as  well  as  to  the  relief  of  the  poor? 

Undoubtedly,  as  far  as  I saw  the  house  then.  I attended  the  Board  twice 
whilst  they  were  in  office,  and  on  other  days  also.  When  I inspected  the  house, 
* went  UP  1°  the  Board-room  to  see  what  was  going  forward,  and  it 

(170'70  u 2 always 
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Captain  always  struck  me  that  they  were  paying  as  strict  attention  as  they  could  do  to 
F R $mes>  the  management  of  the  house. 

8th  Ma"  18  o 1887.  Therefore  all  the  allegations  contained  in  the  Petition  to  this  House 
3 1 ay  5 ' which  you  have  read,  as  well  as  the  observations  made  in  your  report  to  the 
Commissioners,  dated  the  26th  of  December,  and  the  report  of  Colonel  Clarke, 
which  has  also  been  brought  under  your  notice,  refer  entirely  to  the  state  of  the 
house,  and  the  circumstances  which  took  place  in  the  Union  subsequently  to  the 
appointment  of  the  elected  Board  ? 

No  doubt  of  it. 

1888.  And  which  were  not  in  the  least  owing  to  the  previous  administration 
of  the  Vice-Guardians  P 

I could  not  possibly  take  upon  me  to  say  that. 

1889.  As  you  are  positive  as  to  the  one,  why  can  you  not  be  positive  as  to  the 
other  ? 

Because  I should  inform  the  Committee  that  the  officers  were  indisposed  in 
various  ways,  even  had  they  been  inclined  to  do  their  duty,  by  the  injudicious 
conduct  of  the  Local  Board  of  Guardians  when  they  came  in. 

1890.  Will  you  state  what  that  injudicious  conduct  was? 

The  curtailing  the  soap,  and  taking  away  their  rations,  and  giving  them  pauper 
rations. 

1891.  What  is  the  difference  between  pauper  rations  and  other  rations  ? 

The  officers  of  the  house  generally  have  certain  rations  ; those  rations  were 
immediately  done  away  with,  and  they  were  to  be  allowed  nothing  but  the 
pauper  rations ; and  the  allowance  of  soap  was  cut  down  to  so  ridiculous  a 
minimum,  that  it  was  impossible  to  wash  ; and  there  was  a most  inefficient  supply 
of  water,  and  no  means  were  taken  to  provide  water,  and  there  were  various 
other  reasons.  Long  before  the  Vice-Guardians  went  out,  the  officers  had  been 
given  to  understand  that  they  would  be  turned  out,  and  that  their  salaries  would 
be  reduced,  and  so  on ; so  that  when  the  Local  Board  took  possession,  they  were 
already  indisposed  to  do  their  duty — first,  from  want  of  union  amongst  them- 
selves ; secondly,  from  the  threats  which  had  been  held  out. 

1892.  By  whom? 

I should  say  by  the  parties  who  became  afterwards  the  Local  Board. 

1893.  Were  the  parties  who  formed  the  Local  Board  in  the  habit  of  going  into 
the  house  till  they  were  again  appointed? 

Certainly  ; the  very  first  day  that  I made  my  appearance  at  the  Board,  I found 
two  of  those  gentlemen  who  became  afterwards  members  of  the  Local  Board 
seated  in  the  Board-room  ; I immediately  asked  the  Vice-Guardians  whether  it 
■was  their  habit  to  admit  strangers  to  the  Board  on  the  Board-day  ; and  they  said, 
no,  it  was  not  in  general,  but  they  were  willing  to  show  what  they  were  doing  j 
that  was  their  reply. 

1894.  Do  you  mean  Mr.  Kirkwood  ? 

No,  I mean  Mr.  Peyton  and  Captain  Peyton. 

1895.  You  were  not  present  when  they  threatened  the  officers  ? 

No. 

18y6‘.  Can  you  state  to  what  extent  those  threats  went  ? 

I am  only  stating  to  the  Committee  what  the  officers  stated  to  me  ; one  of 
them  came  to  me  and  i quired  whether  they  could  be  turned  out  or  not,  for  they 
were  threatened  to  be  turned  out  by  the  Local  Board  of  Guardians  when 
they  came  in. 

1897.  You  have  stated  that  you  believe  there  was  a great  extent  of  fraud 
carried  on  respecting  the  property  of  the  workhouse  ? 

I think  so. 

1898.  If  the  new  Board  of  Guardians  thought  the  property  was  made  away 
with,  especially  the  soap  amongst  other  articles,  should  you  be  surprised  if 
they  shortened  the  issue  ? 

It  would  have  been,  perhaps,  judicious  to  shorten  a certain  portion  of  the  issue, 

but 
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but  going  to  the  opposite  extreme  defeated  the  object  in  view  completely,  Caplin 
because  it  prevented  the  possibility  of  the  clothing  being  washed.  ’ P.  G.  Ham, 

1899.  Will  you  explain  what  was  the  cause  of  want  of  water  in  the  house? 

The  truth  is,  the  house  has  always  been  deficientin  water.  The  Vice-Guardians  38til  May  l85°- 
certamly  made  a very  handsome  and  very  large  tank,  which  would  in  rainy 
weather  be  very  useful  indeed,  containing  about  7,000  gallons  of  water ; and  this 
together  with  what  was  produced  from  the  well,  might  have  been  sufficient  for 
the  general  uses  of  the  house  ; but  the  Vice- Guardians  still  further  desired  to 
bore  on  the  artesian  plan  in  the  well  that  existed  at  the  workhouse,  and  they 
did  bore  to  a certain  extent.  When  the  Local  Board  came  in,  they  put  a stop 
to  the  whole  of  this  directly.  ' 1 

1900.  Had  the  water  begun  to  come  into  the  artesian  well? 

No,  the  situation  of  the  workhouse  is  such,  I think,  as  to  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  water  being  obtained  in  that  manner. 

1901.  You  do  not  charge  the  Board  of  Guardians  with  being  the  cause  of  the 
deficiency  of  water  ? 

Only  so  far  as  this,  that  water  was  to  be  obtained  from  the  Shannon  by  carts, 
which  has  been  done  since,  and  which  is  now  the  means  of  supplying  the  work- 
house  ; therefore  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Local  Board  to  have  directed  those 
carts  to  continue  bringing  up  water  rather  than  permit  all  the  clothing  to  be  lost 
in  the  manner  described. 

1902.  You  spoke  of  a tank  having  been  formed  which  was  sufficient  during 
rainy  weather  to  supply  a large  quantity  of  water;  when  the  rainy  season 
stopped,  was  there  one  drop  to  be  extracted  from  that  tank  ? 

A few  days  after  drought  I do  not  think  there  was  ; the  house  was  principally 
supplied  during  rainy  weather  from  the  tank  ; but  when  the  dry  weather  set  in 
then  of  course  the  tank  failed. 

1903.  Did  you  strenuously  recommend  to  the  Board  that  they  should  put  up 

an  apparatus  so  as  to  supply  the  house  from  the  tank,  as  long  as  it  would  give  a 
supply  ? ° 6 

Strongly. 

im  Did  not  the  Board  consent  to  carry  out  that  experiment ; was  not  the 
work  done  by  your  recommendation  ? 

It  was. 

1905.  Was  any  water  taken  out  of  it  afterwards  ? 

The  tank  has  been  supplying  the  greater  part  of  the  house  for  the  last  three 
weeks  or  month. 

1 906.  There  has  been  rain  ? 

There  has  ; when  I left  the  workhouse  it  was  still  supplying  the  house,  inso- 
much that  I took  upon  me  to  direct  the  master  to  discontinue  a certain  portion 
of  the  carts,  so  as  to  save  expense. 

1907.  Has  there  been  a communication  latterly  with  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, respecting  the  ceasing  to  attempt  to  draw  water  from  the  well  altogether, 

^nd  to  substitute  some  other  means  ? 

There  has. 

1908.  You  would  not  charge  upon  the  Board  of  Guardians  \that  they  were 
answerable  for  the  deficiency  of  water  in  the  well  or  in  the  tank  ? 

I would  only  charge  them  with  not  having  continued  bringing  up  water  from 
the  Shannon  by  carts,  so  as  to  have  supplied  the  house  with  any  quantity  of 
water  that  might  be  required.  Upon  the  occasion  of  the  laundry-yard  being 
opened,  and  the  linen  being  taken  from  it,  I immediately  inquired  why  it  was 
not  in  steep,  and  why  other  linen  was  not  taken  charge  of,  and  I was  informed 
by  the  assistant  matron,  as  well  as  the  person  in  charge  of  the  wash-house,  that 
there  was  neither  water  nor  soap  to  be  had. 

1909.  The  Committee  of  Investigation  reported  to  the  Board,  and  the  report 
was  shown  to  you  by  the  Board  ? 

It  was ; I was  present  on  that  occasion. 

(170.7.)  u 3 1910.  Do 
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Captain  1910.  Do  you  remember  the  date  of  that  report? 

F I think  it  must  have  been  about  January. 

1911.  Was  there  any  report  brought  before  the  Local  Board,  with  regard  to 

28th  May  1850.  the  deplorable  state  of  the  workhouse  prior  to  that  report  in  January  ? 

By  myself  there  was ; I remonstrated  and  told  the  Board  what  would  be  the 

result;  and  I believe  Lord  Westmeath  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say,  that  I said 
that  there  was  but  one  way  of  putting  an  end  to  that  state  of  things. 

1912.  That  was  your  remonstrance  to  the  Board? 

Yes. 

1913.  Was  any  report  made  to  the  Board  from  the  Visiting  Committee  and 
the  Committee  of  Investigation  prior  to  January  ? 

No,  I believe  not ; it  was  at  my  instigation  at  length  that  the  Board  formed  a 
committee  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  state  of  the  house  thoroughly,  and 
to  report  to  the  Board. 

1914.  It  was  about  the  2d  of  January  that  the  committee  was  appointed  ? 

Yes. 

1915.  Then  the  Board  was  indebted  to  the  committee,  and  not  to  you,  for  the 
discovery,  as  to  the  number  of  people  in  the  house  who  were  not  on  the 
register  ? 

Yes,  as  to  that  point. 

1916..  Do  you  recollect  that  upon  one  occasion,  when  a complaint  had  been 
made  against  the  officers  of  the  Board,  you  yourself  recommended  that  they 
should  be  admonished  ? 

On  the  first  occasion,  I think  it  was  at  the  very  first  meeting  of  the  Board, 
that  I recommended  that  they  should  be  called  before  the  Board,  and  I had 
occasion  myself  to  admonish  them,  that  if  they  should  be  again  called  before  the 
Local  Board  and  admonished,  the  consequences  would  be  very  onerous  against 
themselves. 

1917.  They  were  admonished? 

They  were. 

1918.  They  were  admonished  together? 

Yes. 

1919.  Were  they  not  afterwards  admonished  on  your  recommendation 
separately  ? 

I do  not  know,  but  as  far  as  my  memory  will  assist  me,  it  was  on  the  second 
or  third  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Board  that  I recommended  that  they  should 
at  once  be  suspended ; that  there  was  no  possibility  of  going  on  with  them.  I 
saw  at  once  the  want  of  unanimity,  and  that  the  result  must  be  a most  disgraceful 
state  of  the  house. 

1920.  Do  you  think  there  was  any  partiality  in  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  any 
individuals  amongst  them  ? 

I imagine  there  must  have  been,  for  this  very  reason,  that  after  the  Board  had 
decided  that  they  should  be  dismissed,  it  is  a well-known  fact  that  the  Board 
wrote  to  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  whether  they  might  not  re-appoint  those 
very  persons. 

1921.  By  whom  had  they  been  appointed  ? 

They  were  appointed  by  the  Vice-Guardians. 

1922.  Independently  of  the  Local  Board? 

Yes,  because  the  Local  Board  found  them  there. 

1923.  Is  not  it  the  custom,  when  officers  are  found  fault  with,  that  they  them- 
selves apply  to  be  re-instated. 

No  doubt  of  it. 

1924.  Do  you  know  whether  they  did  apply  to  be  re-instated? 

I have  no  doubt  they  did. 

1925.  Could  the  Board  very  well  have  refused  to  forward  those  applications' 

to 
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1928.  You  heard  it  read  at  the  Board? 

I did. 

1929.  Is  it  not  the  custom,  when  tenders  are  asked  for,  with  respect  to  those 
appointments,  that  the  parties  themselves  who  have  been  dismissed,  of  their  own 
mere  motion  frequently  put  in  tenders  to  be  re-instated  in  those  appointments? 

I think  it  is  very  rarely  indeed  that  they  do  that,  unless  they  have  some  friends 
who  recommend  them  to  do  so,  or  who  will  propose  them. 

1930.  Will  you  take  upon  yourself  to  say  that  they  did  not  do  so  upon  this 
occasion  ? 

Certainly  not. 

1931.  At  all  events  no  attention  was  paid  to  any  such  application  if  it  were 
made  ? 

Applications,  I believe,  were  made  to  various  of  the  members,  but  of  course 
they  always  said  that  the  Commissioners  would  not  hear  of  anything  of  the  kind 
after  the  receipt  of  this  letter  from  the  Commissioners. 

1 932.  You  had  made  reports  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  state  of  the  work- 
house  previously  to  your  notice  being  drawn  to  it  by  the  Committee  of  Investi- 
gation ? 

Yes. 


to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  if  they  did  not  attach  to  them  a recommends- 
tion  that  they  should  be  attended  to  ? 

I think  so  ; I think  that  after  having  put  upon  their  minutes  that  they  were  so 
displeased  with  those  officers,  that  they  had  taken  the  recommendation  of  Colonel 
Clarke,  in  consequence  of  the  impropriety  of  their  conduct,  that  they  should  be 
suspended  and  eventually  dismissed ; there  seemed  an  inconsistency,  in  the  course 
of  another  week  or  ten  days,  in  writing  to  the  Commissioners  to  know  whether 
they  should  not  re-appoint  those  very  persons. 

1926.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  that  such  an  application  was 
made  by  the  Local  Board,  to  know  whether  they  could  re-appoint  those  officers? 

Whether  they  were  eligible  or  not  for  re-appointment  in  the  event  of  coming 
forward.  A letter  was  written  from  the  Commissioners,  stating  to  the  Board  that 
so  far  from  doing  anything  of  the  kind,  they  were  prepared  to  dismiss  them  by  a 
sealed  order,  unless  they  were  removed. 

1927.  You  have  not  copies  of  the  correspondence  ? 

No,  but  I saw  the  letter. 


1933.  Did  any  one  of  those  reports  refer  to  any  one  of  those  irregularities 
having  commenced  prior  to  the  appointment  of  the  Local  Board  ? 

Yes  ; here  is  my  report  when  I first  took  charge  of  the  Union ; I did  not  find 
the  house  then  in  the  state  I could  have  wished,  but  still  it  was  in  a fair  state ; 
and  certainly  I am  bound  to  say  that  the  house  would  never  have  fallen  into  that 
disgraceful  state  which  it  did  fall  into,  had  the  Local  Board  taken  my  advice  or 
paid  any  attention  to  my  remonstrances. 

1 934.  In  fact,  it  was  under  the  Local  Board,  and  not  under  the  Vice-Guardians 
that  you  imagined  this  deplorable  state  of  things  commenced  ? 

That  is  my  impression ; I will  not  say  absolutely  commenced,  because  I have 
already  stated  I found  the  officers  pulling  against  each  other,  and  I found  them 
apprehensive  of  being  dismissed,  so  that  by  possibility  they  were  not  acting  so 
correctly  as  they  should  have  done  when  the  Local  Board  took  charge.  I°am 
fully  borne  out  in  my  statement  by  the  Commissioners,  and  by  the  report  of  the 
medical  officer,  which  I have  here,  and  which,  if  your  Lordships  will  permit  me, 
I wiU  read  to  you,  because  it  shows  what  he  then  thought  of  the  state  of  the 
house  when  the  Vice-Guardians  left  it.  He  speaks  of  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
house,  and  attributes  it  to  the  judicious  conduct  of  the  Guardians  and  the 
Inspector. 

1935.  Will  you  put  in  that  paper  ? 

The  same  is  delivered  in,  and  read,  as  follows : 
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Medical  Report  for  Week  ending  3 November  1849. 

As  the  Local  Board  of  Guardians,  on  again  resuming  office,  may  deem  it  necessary  that 
the  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse  should  lay  before  them  a general  statement  of  its 
present  sanitarv  state,  together  with  any  suggestion  he  may  have  to  offer  calculated  to 
maintain  its  comparatively  healthy  condition  : 

Your  physician,  therefore,  takes  leave  to  state,  that  at  no  period  since  our  melancholy 
visitation  in  1S46  has  the  house  been  in  so  healthy  a condition  as  during  the  last  three 
months.  It  is  true,  however,  disease  has  latterly  much  diminished  in  the  country;  still  L 
cannot  but  admit  that  the  untiring  exertions  of  our  Inspectors  and  Vice-Guardians,  in 
carrying  out  every  measure  to  benefit  the  institution,  and  provide  all  things  necessary  for  the 
sick  and  infirm,  together  with  the  very  efficient  and  praiseworthy  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Hagarty,  your  apothecary,  has  discharged  his  duties  and  seconded  my  efforts  in  attending 
the  sick,  have  tended  in  no  small  degree  to  produce  so  favourable  a change. 

The  following  I conceive  to  be  amongst  the  means  which  have  tended  materially  to  our 
improvement : — Increased  attention  to  cleanliness,  keeping  up  a proper  temperature,  free 
ventilation,  regular  whitewashing,  useful  employment  of  the  inmates,  attention  to  personal 
comforts,  improved  dietary,  and  increased  hospital  accommodation. 

Cleanliness,  I must  say,  is  of  paramount  importance;  and  though  in  this  respect  much 
has  been  accomplished,  particularly  in  supplying  clean  linen  and  daily  cleansing  of  the 
entire  building,  still  much  remains  to  accomplish  in  the  different  yards  and  privies,  especially 
in  the  female  division. 

In  every  instance,  when  requisite,  a proper  supply  of  fuel  has  been  furnished  to  keep  up 
the  necessary  temperature,  and  ventilators  have  been  introduced  throughout,  which  furnish  a 
free  current  of  fresh  and  wholesome  air. 

Though  the  personal  comfort  of  the  inmates  has  been  in  a degree  attended  to,  still 
I conceive  the  clothing  of  the  children,  particularly  the  schoolboys,  requires  improvement  to 
meet  the  approaching  winter. 

The  dietary,  which  has  been  framed  according  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Commissioners, 
I consider  suitable. 

As  the  wards  of  our  infirmary  were  generally  crowded,  we  had  four  additional  ones 
appropriated,  which  has  much  improved  that  department.  Together  with  this,  we  have 
occupied  the  new  Fever  Hospital,  which  is  in  every  respect  suited  for  the  purpose  intended, 
and  no  doubt  will  tend  considerably  to  benefit  our  sanitary  state. 

Hitherto  the  imperfect  supply  and  very  objectionable  description  of  water  supplied 
to  the  workhouse  has,  I believe,  in  many  instances  proved  injurious.  This,  however,  is 
now  in  progress  of  being  remedied,  as  a large  supply  of  good  drainage  water  can  now  be 
furnished  by  the  newly-erected  tank  on  the  premises,  and  the  old  well  is  in  progress  of 
boring.  Both,  when  completed,  will,  I trust,  furnish  a supply  of  good  water  for  at  least 
nine  months  in  the  year.  I would,  therefore,  strongly  urge  the  necessity  of  having  all 
completed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  likewise  the  carrying  out  of  every  measure 
calculated  to  preserve  the  general  healthy  condition  of  the  inmates.  In  furtherance  of 
which  object,  I take  leave  to  state,  I not  only  consider  it  my  imperative  duty,  but  it  will 
always  atford  me  the  greatest  pleasure,  to  offer  any  advice  I may  be  capable  of  affording, 
and  likewise  to  co-operate  in  every  particular  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  that  desirable 
object. 

With  regard  to  the  diseases  at  present  prevailing  amongst  the  inmates,  I feel  happy  in 
stating  that  fever  has  much  decreased,  and  several  of  the  cases  under  treatment  were 
labouring  under  it  on  admission.  Measles  and  ophthalmia,  however,  are  epidemic;  and 
dysentery,  the  most  fatal  disease  we  had  to  encounter,  continues  its  progress.  The  number 
of  deaths  during  the  last  11  weeks  amount  to  26,  making  an  average  of  2-^  per  week,  and 
some  of  them  died  shortly  after  admission.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  present  state 
of  both  hospitals  : — 


Workhouse  Infirmary. 

Remaining  at  close  of  last  week  - 65 

Admitted  since  - - - - - - - -30 


Total  treated  during  the  week  96 
Discharged,  12;  died,  2 -----  14 

Remaining  under  treatment  -------81 

Fever  Hospital. 

Remaining  at  close  of  last  week  -----  12 
Admitted  since  - --  --  --  - — 

Discharged,  none ; died,  none  -----  — 

Still  under  treatment  - - - - - - 12 

Aggregate  number  in  both  hospitals  - - - 93 

(signed)  Geo.  Munns,  m.d. 

1936.  Is- 
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1936.  Is  there  any  other  observation  that  you  wish  to  make,  in  addition  to 
the  evidence  which  you  have  already  given  ? 

No,  my  reports  are  before  the  Committee,  and  I think  I have  said  everything 
there. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


BRIDGET  GIBBONS  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows : 

1937.  WHERE  do  you  reside  ? 

In  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon. 

1938.  Were  you  ever  employed  in  the  workhouse  there  ? 

I have  been  nurse  these  seven  years. 

1939.  You  were  appointed,  then,  by  the  elected  Guardians  ? 

I was. 

1940.  You  were  continued  by  the  Vice-Guardians? 

I was. 

1941.  You  are  continued  by  the  present  Board  ? 

Yes,  I am ; I was  matron  at  the  time  of  the  sickness,  and  I resigned. 

1942.  Who  was  the  matron  during  your  residence  there,  in  the  elected 
Guardians’  time? 

Mrs.  Kelly  was  matron  ; Mrs.  Dolan  came  in  after  I resigned. 

1943.  When  did  you  resign? 

At  the  time  of  the  sickness,  when  there  was  no  officer  there  but  myself ; when 
there  was  fever,  and  they  were  dying. 

1944.  When  was  that  ? 

Three  years  ago. 

1945.  Are  you  acquainted  with  a man  of  the  name  of  Rutherford  ? 

Yes ; Dr.  Rutherford  was  the  medical  man  there. 

1 946.  How  long  was  he  medical  man  there  ? 

I believe  nearly  12  months. 

1947.  Was  he  in  attendance  upon  the  matron  at  any  time  ? 

He  was. 

1948.  What  was  the  matter  with  her  ? 

She  was  not  well. 

1949.  Do  you  know  of  any  direction  that  he  gave  in  relation  to  her  case  ? 

Yes  ; he  was  there  one  night,  and  he  told  me  to  lay  on  a blister  all  over  the 

stomach ; I took  the  blister,  but  I did  not  do  it. 

1950.  What  time  of  the  day  or  evening  did  you  go  to  her? 

Between  11  and  12  o’clock. 

1951 . Do  you  mean  in  the  forenoon  or  at  night  ? 

At  night. 

1952.  Where  did  you  find  her  ? 

In  her  own  bedchamber. 

1953.  When  you  went  in  there,  who  was  in  the  room? 

Captain  Wynne. 

1954.  Anybody  else? 

Mary  Baker. 

1955.  Who  was  Mary  Baker? 

She  was  a Welsh  woman ; I believe  she  was  living  with  a soldier,  a married 
woman : the  soldiers  left  Carrick,  and  she  came  into  the  poor-house. 
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1956.  Was  she  a pauper  in  the  house  ? 

Yes. 

1957.  Was  she  employed  as  one  of  the  attendants  in  the  house? 

She  was  attending  the  matron. 

1958.  You  say  Captain  Wynne  and  this  Mary  Baker  were  in  the  room;  was 
anybody  else  in  the  room  ? 

Mrs.  Kelly. 

1959.  Where  was  she  when  you  entered  the  room? 

Mary  Baker  was  lying  at  the  fire  as  soon  as  I went  in. 

1960.  How  do  you  mean  lying  at  the  fire  ? 

Lying  at  the  grate  ; lying  beside  the  fender,  not  able  to  rise. 

1961.  Where  was  Mrs.  Kelly? 

She  was  lying  in  her  bed. 

1962.  Where  was  Captain  Wynne? 

He  threw  himself  on  the  bed. 

1963.  On  what  bed? 

On  Mrs.  Kelly’s  bed ; he  was  lying  on  it. 

1964.  You  stated  that  Mary  Baker  was  lying  by  the  fire,  unable  to  rise ; had 
you  any  conversation  with  her  ? 

No ; she  was  not  able  to  speak  to  me  ; but  she  was  a heavy  girl ; I turned  her 
over  from  the  fire,  and  I left  her  at  the  warm  side,  and  I secured  the  light. 

1965.  Did  not  she  speak  to  you  ? 

Mary  Baker  did  not  speak  to  me. 

1966.  Was  she  asleep? 

She  was  in  liquor. 

1967.  Are  you  sure  of  that,  from  your  observation? 

I am. 

1968.  In  what  condition  did  you  find  Captain  Wynne  ? 

Lying  in  bed. 

1969.  In  the  same  bed  where  the  matron  was  ? 

No ; on  the  bed  where  the  matron  was,  outside  the  clothes. 

1970.  He  was  dressed? 

He  was. 

1971 . Lying  on  the  outside  of  the  bed  ? 

Yes. 

1972.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  him? 

No,  I never  spoke  a word  to  him,  only  Mrs.  Kelly  asked  me  the  reason  I did 
not  go  over  to  blister  her  stomach ; and  I said,  “ No,  I will  not  attend  to  you  now, 
for  your  conduct  is  so  bad and  so  1 went  down  the  room  and  secured  the  light. 

1973.  Was  there  anything  in  the  room  on  the  table,  or  anything  else  that 
gave  rise  to  observations  in  your  mind  ? 

Liquor  and  tumblers. 

1974.  What  liquor? 

I saw  a bottle  of  wine  on  the  chest  of  drawers  beside  the  bed. 


1975.  And  tumblers  on  the  table  ? 
Yes. 


1976.  Were  there  spirits? 

I cannot  say  ; I think  it  was  rum. 

1977.  Did  you  say  nothing  at  all  to  Captain  Wynne  when  you  entered  the 

room?  . 

I never  spoke  to  him ; when  I secured  the  light  and  secured  Mary  Baker,  I 
went  to  the  door,  and  left  the  room. 

1978.  Was 
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1978.  Was  Captain  Wynne  present  at  the  time  you  made  the  observation  you 
have  stated  just  now  to  the  matron,  namely,  that  her  conduct  was  so  bad,  you 
would  not  put  the  blister  on  or  attend  to  her  ? 

I do  not  think  he  knew  that  I was  there  at  all. 

1979.  Why  do  you  think  that  you  were  in  the  room  without  his  knowing  it  ? 

I think  he  was  in  liquor- 

1980.  He  was  lying  outside  of  the  bed  ? 

He  was. 

1981.  And  he  made  no  observation  to  you  ? 

No,  not  one  word. 

1982.  Did  you  see  him  throw  himself  on  the  bed  ? 

I went  in  and  saw  him  lying  on  the  bed. 

1983.  Have  you  any  other  reason  for  knowing  that  he  was  in  liquor,  except 
that  he  was  lying  on  the  bed  ? 

He  made  an  offer  to  rise,  but  he  laid  down  back  again ; he  did 

1 984.  Did  you  make  the  observation  you  have  mentioned  to 
loud  voice,  so  that  he  might  have  heard  you? 

I did. 

1985.  And  he  was  close  to  her  at  the  time  on  the  bed  ? 

He  was. 

1986.  You  did  not  whisper  it  to  her? 

No,  I did  not. 

1987.  You  spoke  in  a loud  voice  ? 

I did. 

1988.  And  he  made  no  observation  upon  it? 

No,  not  one  word. 

1989.  Were  you  accustomed  to  pass  about  the  wards  of  the  workhouse  at 
different  times  of  the  night  ? 

Yes,  at  any  hoar  of  the  night,  attending  the  sick  ; the  medical  man  slept  out- 
side, and  1 went  to  him. 

1990.  Was  it  the  duty  of  the  nurses  to  stay  in  attendance  on  the  sick  during 
the  night-time? 

Yes. 

1991 . Did  you  ever  know  them  taken  away  from  that  duty  ? 

I know  that  Mrs.  Kelly,  on  the  7th  of  August,  came  into  the  hospital,  into  the 
infirmary,  and  took  the  four  nurses  on  the  male  side  of  the  hospital,  and  took  and 
locked  them  up  on  the  female  side. 

1992.  At  what  time  of  night  was  that  ? 

Ten  o’clock  exactly. 

1993.  Was  that  a peculiar  thing  done  that  night,  or  was  it  the  usage  to 
withdraw  them  from  the  male  side  of  the  hospital  ? 

Never  before. 

1994.  Where  did  she  put  them  ? 

In  the  female  side ; and  she  threatened  to  lock  up  me ; I said  she  would  not; 
and  then  she  said  she  would  lock  me  up  because  I was  a pauper ; and  I said, 
“ Mrs.  Kelly,  take  care  what  you  are  about.” 

1995.  What  was  the  duty  of  those  nurses  that  were  so  withdrawn  from  the 
male  side,  and  that  were  locked  up,  as  you  state  ? 

There  was  a nurse  in  every  ward,  to  attend  to  the  poor  little  sick  children. 

1996.  Were  there  many  children  sick  at  that  time? 

There  were  three  wards  for  sick  children,  and  one  ward  for  old  men. 

1997.  Were  there  many  children  in  the  three  wards  at  that  time? 

I had  three  wards ; I had  18  in  one,  and  15  and  23  in  the  others. 

(170.7.)  x 2 1998.  Were 
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1998.  Were  those  nurses  -withdrawn  for  the  whole  of  the  night  ? 

All  night ; the  cries  of  the  little  children  all  night  were  only  to  be  compared 
to  the  cries  in  a vessel  at  sea  wrecked.  I got  one  grown-up  boy  of  the  name 
of  Griffin  to  attend  to  the  poor  little  children  when  I was  unable  to  attend  to 
them  myself. 

1999.  Were  the  nurses  ever  withdrawn  except  that  night? 

No. 

2000.  Did  Mrs.  Kelly  give  you  any  reason  why  they  were  withdrawn  ? 

Not  a bit,  only  at  the  night  parting  I found  the  male  side  of  the  hospital 
unlocked,  and  when  I ran  up  stairs  to  the  sitting-room,  I saw  her  letting  out 
Captain  Wynne  at  the  back  gate. 

2001.  At  what  time  of  the  night  was  that  ? 

At  day  and  night  parting. 

2002.  Towards  the  dawn  of  day? 

Yes. 

2003.  Did  you  go  into  those  sick  wards  on  the  following  day? 

In  the  morning  1 went  in,  and  I found  two  children  dead,  one  lying  on  its  face 
and  the  other  on  its  side ; and  I can  bring  you  the  boy,  James  Cannon,  that  was 
along  with  me  when  I looked  at  the  children. 

2004.  Did  you  report  the  circumstance  ? 

I did,  to  Dr.  Rutherford. 

2005.  Did  you  report  it  to  him  by  word  of  mouth,  or  did  you  make  anv 

written  report  ? J 

i reported  by  word  of  mouth ; I met  him  in  the  lodge,  and  told  him  what  had 
happened  ; and  then  he  called  the  four  nurses  into  the  ward,  and  asked  them  what 
was  the  reason  of  their  being  taken  out  of  the  wards ; they  said  they  could  assign 
no  reason  in  the  world  for  it.  ° 

2000.  Did  Dr.  Rutherford,  to  your  knowledge,  put  any  questions  to  the  matron 
at  that  timer 

He  did,  but  she  did  not  give  him  any  satisfaction;  and  he  called  all  the  nurses 
and  said,  “Now  tell  me  nothing  but  the  truth,  as  if  you  had  a book  in  your  hand  • 
may  be,  inside  of  these  seven  years  this  thing  may  be  tried.” 

2007.  Were  you  ever  asked  any  questions  on  this  subject  bv  the  Vice- 

Guardians  ? J 

Never ; when  I made  a report  to  Mr.  Rutherford  and  Mr.  Rohinson  before 
Mr.  Robinson  ordered  me  to  be  punished.  * 

2008.  Had  you  made  reports  previously  to  this,  to  Dr.  Rutherford  or  to  Mr 
Robinson  ? 

To  Dr.  Rutherford. 

2009.  What  were  those  reports  ? 

The  same  reports  which  I am  telling  now. 

2010.  With  regard  to  the  very  same  circumstance  ? 

Yes. 

2011. -  To  that  particular  circumstance? 

Yes. 

2012.  And  Mr.  Robinson  ordered  you  to  be  punished? 

Yes,  upon  that  report. 

2013.  At  what  time  was  it  that  Mr.  Robinson  ordered  you  to  be  punished  ? 

At  the  time  when  the  matron  made  all  the  paupers  go  out  of  the  Union- 

house,  and  two  of  them  were  carrying  away  some  of  the  Union  clothes,  and  I 
tried  to  stop  them,  and  they  beat  me  at  the  dead-house. 

2014.  It  was  not  in  consequence  of  your  making  a report  to  Mr.  Rutherford 
with  reference  to  the  circumstance  that  you  have  been  relating  with  regard  to 
children  being  left  by  the  nurses  ? 

No. 


2015.  When 
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ticute'JwriSng 1 t0°k  PlaCe’  did  y°U  ^ Mr-  Rutherf0rd  taie  d°™  “T  Par- 

He  did,  and  he  called  in  all  the  nurses : ivlien  I had  made  the  complaint  he 
went  out,  and  he  called  m the  nurses  after  me.  ^ ’ 


. 201G-  When  you  tfere  in  the  room  with  him,  did 
m writing  upon  paper  ? 

He  did. 


you  see  him  take  any  notes 


2017.  Do  you  know  the  names  of  those  nurses  ? 
I do. 


2018.  Will  you  give  their  names  ? 

Mary  Owens  Mary  Carmon,  Ann  Glancy,  and  Cecilia  Owens;  she  is  cone 
out  to  New  South  Wales.  6 

2019.  Are  the  other  three  there  ? 

About  a fortnight  after.  Captain  Wynne  dismissed  them;  but  when  Captain 
Haymes  came  m,  I took  them  back  again,  because  they  were  good  nurses  and 
kind  to  the  children.  * ° ’ 


2020.  Are  they  employed  now  ? 
They  are  under  me  yet. 


202 1 .  Of  course  they  are  capable  of  telling  the  truth  if  they  are  called  here  ’ 
they  will,  and  they  will  tell  your  Lordships  what  Mr.  Rutherford  asked  them. 


2022.  1 ou  say  that  Mr.  Rutherford  wrote  something  down;  did  he  tell  you 
what  he  was  writing  it  for  ? J 

He  wrote  a report  to  send  to  the  Board. 


2023.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  from  the  Board  about  it? 
Not  one  word. 


2024.  You  said  that  on  a former  occasion  Mr.  Robinson  punished  you  for 
something  you  said  about  the  paupers  running  out  of  the  house;  what  was  that* 
I t was  as  to  those  women  who  went  away  with  some  of  the  Union  clothes  and 
1 stopped  them.  ’ 


2025.  Were  they  pauper  women  ? 
They  were. 


2026.  They  were  carrying  off  the  clothes  ? 

They  were ; the  paupers  all  broke  out  of  the  Union,  and 
I could  not  stop  them,  for  one  of  them  beat  me. 


were  going  away ; 


2027.  Were  you  punished  for  having  tried  to  stop  them  ? 

, R?binS0J  ordered  me  to  be  punished  for  going  to  annoy  him ; I ran  round 
to  the  lodge  and  reported  to  the  matron  j 20  of  them  went  out  together. 


2028.  Carrying  off  the  clothes  of  the  Union  with  them? 
I saw  but  two  women  carrying  off  clothes. 


2029.  What  was  the  reason  for  punishing  you  ? 
I could  not  tell. 


2030.  What  punishment  was  given  to  you  ? 
The  matron  did  not  give  it. 

203 1 . What  punishment  was  ordered  ? 

I could  not  say. 


2032.  How  do  you  know  that  any  punishment  was  ordered  ? 

He  told  the  matron  to  punish  me. 

2033.  Did  not  he  say  for  what  ? 

For  going  to  annoy  him.  There  was  a great  deal  of  gentlemen  that  day  at  the 
o ge.  i said  that  I was  punished  enough  when  I was  night  and  day  going 

through  116  or  117  children  patients.  J 6 5 

(17°-  7-)  x 3 2034.  He 
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2034.  He  did  not  punish  you  for  having  tried  to  prevent  the  paupers  taking 

away  the  clothes  ? 6 

I made  a report. 

2035.  When  you  went  to  make  the  report,  you  found  Mr.  Robinson  busy  with 
a great  many  gentlemen  ? 

I did. 


2036.  Then  he  said  you  were  not  to  trouble  him  ? 
Yes. 


2037.  And  then  he  told  Mrs.  Kelly  to  punish  you  for  troubling  him  ■ 
that  it  ? 0 

Yes. 


2038.  Did  he  refuse  to  listen  to  you  when  you  first  went  to  him  ? 
He  did. 


2039.  So  that  he  never  got  from  you  the  story  about  the  clothes  being  taken 

out  r 0 

I told  it  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Kelly. 

2040.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Robinson  ? 

He  was  present. 

2041.  But  you  did  not  address  yourself  to  kirn  ? 

No,  I did  not,  but  be  was  present.  Many  a one  wished  to  be  before  the  House 
of  Lords. 

2042.  Why  did  they  wish  to  be  before  the  House  of  Lords? 

The  creatures  that  used  to  be  punished. 

2043.  Did  they  wish  to  give  an  account  of  their  punishment ? 

Yes. 


2044.  During  the  time  of  the  Vice- Guardians,  what  was  the  quality  of  the  food 
that  was  given  ? 

The  same  food  as  usual. 

2045.  Neither  better  nor  worse  ? 

It  was  not  so  good  as  it  is  now ; it  was  not  so  good  as  since  Captain  Havmes 
came  in.  1 J 


2046.  Do  you  mean  the  stir-about? 
Yes  ; and  bread,  some  days. 


2047.  With  respect  to  the  bread  and  the  stir-about  given  at  that  time,  were 
HaJmeasS?g°°d  “ ^ “d  fte  Btir'about  SiTen  *°  them  under  Captain 
The  food  was  not  so  good. 


2048.  Is  not  the  flour  generally  better  this  last  year  than  it  was  then? 
lhe  bread  was  not  so  good  as  it  is  now. 


2049.  Was  the  stir-about  as  good? 

No,  it  was  not  so  good  as  it  is  now,  not  near. 


2050.  In  what  respect  was  it  worse,  was  it  worse  in  the  quality 
Yes,  it  was  worse  in  the  boiling  of  it,  it  was  thinner. 


of  the  meal  ? 


205 1 . There  was  more  water  in  it  ? 
Yes. 


2052.  Was  the  quality  of  the  milk  looked  after  at  the  time  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  r 

The  milk  is  better  now. 


2053.  During  the  time  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  there,  did  you  ever 
know  any  complaints  of  the  sick  having  to  go  without  food  or  milk  till  a late 
hour  in  the  day  ? 

Yes,  I did. 


2054.  Did 
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2054.  Did  that  happen  more  than  once? 

It  did,  more  than  four  times. 


2055  Up  to  what  hour  of  the  day  were  the  sick  left  without  food  or  milk 
On  a few  nights  they  got  their  dinner  at  10  o’clock  at  night.  k ‘ 

region  V”  ^ °f  dhu"  if  “ **  «*ved  according  to 

Two  o’clock. 


harmentioaned7threatenedtOPUDiShy0U  “ore  the  time  yon 

No,  I never  was  punished. 

2058.  They  never  threatened  to  punish  you  ? 

Never,  only  that  time. 


t?069-  *e  y°n  cer‘ain  aU  tta‘  you  have  said  is  correct,  and  that  there  is 
nothing  that  you  want  to  alter  in  it  ? s 

No,  there  is  nothing  at  all ; I have  a witness  for  every  word  1 have  told  you. 
Mary  Baker*  “ *h6  Qame  °f  y0U  foUnd  'W  before  ^ ? 


2061.  Do  you  know  where  she  is  now? 

No,  I have  never  seen  her  since  Captain  Wynne  brought  her. 

2062.  How  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  Captain  Wynne  brought  her  ? 

He  brought  her  to  send  her  home ; he  took  her  out  of  the  poor-house  entirely. 

2063.  Do  you  know  what  part  of  the  country  she  came  from  ? 

bhe  is  Welsh ; I always  had  a great  leaning  to  her,  on  account  of  my  rearing 
■my  family  in  England;  and  my  children  had  a great  leaning  to  her.  1 S 

2064.  How  long  had  she  been  in  the  workhouse? 

She  was  in  it  twice ; when  the  regiment  came  into  Carrick,  she  went  into  the 
hospital , she  took  fever,  and  she  went  out  and  came  in  again. 

I°had  Had  y™  6Ter  ^ hBI  dUlnk  bef°re  fte  tiWe  y0U  haTe  motioned  ? 


,nhLlLnryBake''’S  tlW  0nlycase  0f  ^kenness  in  the  workhouse  that 
I have  often  seen  the  matron  drunk. 

2067.  Mrs.  Kelly? 

Yes. 


2068.  Have  you  seen  any  other  officer  ; have  you  seen  the  master  drunk"? 
I never  did. 

2069.  Did  you  ever  see  Captain  Wynne  drunk  besides  that  one  time? 


2070.  Only  that  time  ? 

Only  that  time ; but  he  used  to  be  mostly  every  night  there. 

2071.  He  used  to  be  mostly  every  night  in  the  workhouse? 

He  used. 

2072.  Did  you  ever  see  him  there  on  any  body’s  bed  besides  Mrs.  Kelly’s  ? 

Never.  J 

2073.  At  what  hour  used  he  to  leave  the  workhouse  at  night  ? 

I could  not  tell,  for  I had  no  clock  in  the  hospital. 

2074.  Was  it  after  12  o’clock  at  night  that  you  often  saw  him  ? 

Yes,  after  one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  going  out  of  the  back  gates;  I have, 
seen  him  at  day-light  in  the  morning  going  out. 

2075.  Did  you  ever  see  him  taking  improper  liberties  with  any  of  the  women  ? 
No;  I know  that  he  took  a young  girl  at  one  time,  Catherine  Foley,  and  he 

promised  to  send  her  out  to  America. 

(170.7.)  . . x 4,  2076.  When 
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F.  Lalotiche,  Esq. 


2076.  When  did  this  take  place,  about  Captain  Wynne  being  on  the  bed  of 
the  matron ; in  what  month  was  it  ? 

In  January,  on  the  17th. 

2077.  In  what  year  ? 

The  year  before  this. 

2078.  Do  you  know  where'  Dr.  Rutherford  is  now  ? 

No,  I do  not. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


FRANCIS  LATOUCHE,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows  : 

2079.  WHERE  do  you  reside? 

Near  Carrick-on-Shannon. 

2080.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  ? 

About  eight  years. 

2081.  Have  you  been  connected  with  the  Poor  I.aw  administration  there  ? 

I have  acted  as  Guardian. 

2082.  You  are  now  one  of  the  present  Board? 

I am. 

2083.  Do  you  remember  having  had  a correspondence  with  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  in  the  year  1848,  respecting  any  affairs  of  the  Union  of  Carrick? 

I do ; in  October  1848. 

2084.  Will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  what  that  was  ? 

I wrote  to  the  Commissioners,  objecting  to  the  appointments  of  the  Rate 
Collectors  made  in  September  1848  ; my  objection  was  on  account  of  their  giving 
them  an  excessive  salary,  as  I considered,  and  appointing  them  without  due 
advertisement.  The  advertisements  were  posted  two  days  before  the  election ; 
I objected  on  those  grounds. 

2085.  What  course  did  that  complaint  take? 

I wrote  on  the  22d  of  October  to  object,  and  I received  an  acknowledgment 
in  a few  days,  and  nothing  further  occurred  till  I wrote  a second  time  in 
November.  I then  afterwards  called  at  the  office  in  Dublin,  and  saw  Mr.  Stanley ; 
I asked  him  whether  the  correspondence  had  been  before  the  Commissioners, 
and  he  said  it  had,  but  that  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  was  sent  before 
my  letter  was  received ; on  which  I showed  him  that  the  sanction  of  the  Com- 
missioners was  seven  days  after  my  letter  was  written ; Mr.  Stanley  said  there 
was  no  help  for  it,  then.  He  admitted  that  they  were  objectionable,"  but  he  said 
that  the  appointments  halving  been . sanctioned,  they  could  not  take  back  the 
bonds  and  cancel  the  appointments. 

2086. .What  was  your  complaint ? 

The  complaint  was,  in  the  first  place,  the  want  of  notice ; in  the  second  place, 
the  excessive  payment,  in  consequence  of  which  the  Union,  as  I showed,  was 
put  to  an  expense  of  500  /.  unnecessarily. 

2087.  On  what  ground  did  you  consider  that  the  payment  was  excessive ; had 
you  the  means  of  comparing  the  amount  of  payment  given  to  your  Collectors 
with  the  amount  of  payment  given  to  other  parties  charged  with  analogous 
duties  ? 

I made  a comparison  with  the  payment  in  the  adjoining  Unions.  I took  the 
two  adjoining  Unions;  in  Mohill  the  average  was  Is.  0\d. ; in  Manorhamilton 
the  average  was  8 d.  In  one  Union  they  gave  2s.  The  county  cess  I also 
mentioned  was  collected  at  9rf.  in  the  pound  throughout  the  county,  and  as  I 
said,  it  was  a far  more  difficult  collection. 

2088.  You  are  at  the  present  moment  one  of  the  ex-officio  Guardians  ? 

I am. 

2089.  The 
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2089.  The  new  Board  have  appointed  persons  to  collect  the  rates  ? 
Yes. 

2090.  At  what  rates  have  they  appointed  them  ? 

I think  the  average  is  1 s. 


F.  Latoucke,  Esq. 
28lh  May  1850. 


2091.  Still  that  is  a very  great  reduction  upon  the  amount  paid  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians  ? 

Very  considerable. 


2092.  At  the  time  you  wrote,  were  there  any  circumstances  connected  with 
the  state  of  the  country  that  made  it  more  difficult  to  collect  the  rates  than  at 
the  present  time,  and,  therefore,  might  have  justified  the  excess  of  charge  ? 

I think  the  Union  was  in  much  the  same  state,  rather  in  a better  condition 
than  the  Mohill  Union,  where  the  rate  was  collected  at  Is.  Q\d.  at  the  same 
time. 


2093.  Had  there  been  some  disturbances  and  acts  of  outrage  committed  with 
respect  to  the  rate-payers  in  Carrick  ? 

Not  at  that  time,  that  I ever  heard  of. 


2094.  So  that  there  was  nothing,  in  your  judgment,  in  the  local  circumstances 
of  Carrick-on-Shannon  that  would  have  made  it,  as  far  as  you  could  form  an 
opinion,  impossible  to  have  got  the  services  of  Collectors  at  the  same  rate  at 
which  they  were  got  in  Manorhamilton  and  Mohill  ? 

Certainly  not. 

2095.  Were  the  persons  so  appointed  at  a lower  rate  of  payment  as  respect- 
able in  their  station,  and  as  responsible  to  the  Union,  as  those  that  were  appointed 
receiving  a higher  rate  of  salary  ? 

I think  they  have  given  far  better  security,  and  are  fully  as  competent. 

2096.  Were  there  any  other  causes  of  complaint  against  the  management  of 
the  Vice-Guardians  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  which  came  within  your  observation, 
besides  that  with  respect  to  the  appointment  of  the  Collectors? 

The  appointment  of  a Valuator,  I think,  was  not  fairly  carried  out. 

2097.  Was  there  occasion  to  appoint  Valuators  for  revisions  of  valuations 
during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

They  appointed  a Revisor. 

2098.  Is  not,  practically,  the  duty  of  revising  the  valuation  one  of  the  most 
delicate  duties  that  can  be  executed,  and  one  which  requires  the  greatest  com- 
bination of  knowledge  and  perfect  integrity  ? 

I think  so ; I think  it  is  a most  important  office. 

2099.  What  class  of  persons  were  appointed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  to  revise 
the  valuation  ? 

They  appointed  one  person  who  was  a stranger  in  the  Union,  who  had  been, 
as  I was  informed,  employed  over  the  relief  works  in  the  county  of  Clare  as 
Check  Clerk. 


2100.  Do  you  remember  his  name? 
Brown. 


2101.  Is  not  it  sometimes  expedient  and  useful  to  appoint,  as  a Revisor,  a 
man  that  is  disconnected  from  the  county  in  which  he  acts,  and  who  has  no  local 
prejudice? 

I think  it  is  very  desirable  in  some  cases. 


2102.  With  respect  to  that  gentleman,  did  he  discharge  his  duties  in  a way  to 
give  public  confidence  and  satisfaction?  . 

I think  not ; I think  there  has  been  more  confusion  in  the  books  of  the  Union, 
the  valuation  books,  than  there  was  before  he  was  appointed. 


2103.  "Was  there  anybody  else  appointed 
Clare  man  ? 

Nobody  else. 


(170.7.) 


Y 


as  Revisor  except  that  county  of 


2104.  Have 
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2104.  Have  tliose  persons  been  continued  in  their  office  by  the  existing  Board 
of  Guardians,  of  which  you  are  one? 

No ; the  appointments  ended  some  months  before. 

2105.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  appoint  a Revisor  yourselves? 

We  have  advertised,  but  we  have  not  yet  appointed  one. 

2106.  Did  you  yourself  enter  upon  your  duties  as  Guardian  very  soon  after 
the  supersession  of  the  Vice-Guardians  in  November? 

No,  I did  not;  I was  from  home  at  the  time. 

2107.  When  did  you  first  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  state  of  the  workhouse? 

I think  about  three  weeks  after. 

2108.  In  what  condition  did  you  find  the  house  at  that  time? 

In  a very  bad  state. 

2109.  That  was  before  the  visit  of  Colonel  Clarke,  and  the  supersession  of 
the  Board  ? 

It  was. 

2110.  Had  you  seen  the  house  during  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians? 

I cannot  recollect  that  I had. 

2111.  In  what  respect  was  it  bad  at  the  time  you  saw  it,  three  weeks  after  the 
appointment  of  the  Local  Board  ? 

The  house  appeared  to  be  in  confusion,  and  in  a very  dirty  state;  there  was 
no  milk  supplied,  and  the  hours  for  the  meals  seemed  to  be  neglected ; they  were 
not  observed. 

2112.  Was  not  all  that  the  fault  of  the  Local  Board? 

It  was,  if  I am  to  give  an  opinion,  the  fault  of  the  officers. 

2113.  But  the  officers  were  under  the  direction  of  the  Local  Board? 

Certainly. 

2114.  Supposing  you  had  at  once  dismissed  the  officers  of  the  house  upon 
entering  into  your  functions  in  the  month  of  November,  is  it  a very  easy  matter 
in  Ireland  to  replace,  at  once,  the  officers  of  an  Union  workhouse? 

We  could  not  dismiss  them  immediately,  I think,  with  the  prospect  of 
replacing  them  at  once. 

2115.  Have  you  an  account  of  the  comparative  tenders  of  different  persons 
proposing  to  value  the  Union  at  the  time  the  Vice-Guardians  appointed  a 
Valuator? 

I have. 

2116.  Will  you  state  what  the  conditions  of  the  tenders  received  were,  and  the 
terms  of  the  one  which  was  preferred  ? 

There  were  nine  tenders  varying  from  50 1.  to  120 1.  for  the  whole  valuation. 

2117.  Out  of  those  nine,  how  many  competent  persons  do  you  think  there 
were,  speaking  from  your  own  personal  opinion  of  them  ? 

I think  there  were  two,  certainly. 

21 18.  Will  you  state  what  those  two  were,  and  what  the  terms  of  each  were? 

John  Evans  Cullen,  whose  tender  was  at  1 \d.  per  acre,  and  Id.  per  pound. 

2119.  What  would  that  have  amounted  to  ? 

I cannot  say. 

2120.  What  was  the  name  ofthe  other  that  was  chosen? 

Valentine  Brown. 

2121.  What  were  his  terms  for  the  whole  work  r 

There  were  no  terms  mentioned  in  his  tender. 

2122.  What  did  he  get  from  the  Vice-Guardians  for  doing  the  work? 

He  received  250/. 

2123.  In  relation  to  the  duty  of  revision,  would  you  think  it  expedient  always 
to  take  the  lowest  tender  for  duties  of  that  description  r 

I think  not ; but  I think  that  you  should  expect  duties  to  be  performed  in 
proportion  to  the  payment ; I think  it  is  a high  payment. 

2124.  Will 
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2124.  Will  you  describe  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Brown  executed  his  work,  F.  Latouckc,  Esrj. 

as  far  as  you  know  ? • 

There  was  notice  given  that  before  such  a day,  an  early  day  after  his  appoint-  28tl1  l85°" 

ment,  he  would  receive  objections  to  the  old  valuation ; he  received  those,  and 
was  supposed  to  go  to  the  land  if  required,  but  not  to  go  to  the  other  parts  of 
the  Union  ; he  was  merely  to  go  where  he  was  required  by  the  rate-payer.  It 
was  not  a general  revision. 

2125.  What  was  the  general  opinion  in  the  Union  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
he  executed  his  work  ? 

I think  there  was  very  great  dissatisfaction ; I do  not  know  one  that  was 
satisfied. 

2126.  Was  any  remonstrance  made  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject  ? 

I am  not  aware. 

2127.  Or  to  the  Vice- Guardians  ? 

No. 

2128.  Or  to  Captain  Wynne  ? 

I think  there  have  been  remonstrances  by  the  rate-payers  in  separate  cases ; 
but  I am  not  aware  of  any  complaint  having  been  made  formally. 

2129.  What  -was  the  answer  that  was  sent  to  you  as  the  reply  of  Captain 
Wynne  to  your  complaint  respecting  the  short  notice  upon  the  advertisement  for 
Collectors  ? 

The  answer  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Stanley,  the  Secretary,  was  that  the  advertise- 
ment had  been  duly  posted  a week  before  the  election. 

2130.  Was  that  given  to  you  as  the  answer  of  the  Inspector,  Captain  Wynne  ? 

It  was. 

2131.  What  was  the  fact  as  to  that  ? 

The  fact  was,  that  the  printed  form  was  sent  to  the  workhouse  only  two  days 
before  the  election,  so  that  it  could  not  have  been  advertised  a week  before- 

2132.  It  could  not  have  been  as  Captain  Wynne  had  stated  it  ? 

No. 

2133.  What  proof  have  you  of  that? 

I have  the  original  document  from  the  printers — [ producing  the  samel.  This  is 
dated  “ Board  Room,  Carrick-on-Shannon,  September  23d,  1848,”  and  endorsed 
by  the  printer  as  having  been  sent  to  the  workhouse  on  the  27th. 

2134.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  highest  tender  of  the  nine 
was  120/..  and  that  250 1.  was  given  to  the  person  who  did  the  work  ? 

The  highest  tender,  as  stated  in  a bulk  sum,  is  120 1. 

2135.  And  250 1.  was  given  to  the  person  who  did  the  work  ? 

Yes, 

2136.  Was  Mr.  Brown  brought  by  Captain  Wynne  from  the  county  of 
Clare  ? 

I believe  so  ; I have  been  informed  so. 

2137.  Captain  Wynne  had  been  charged  with  the  administration  of  relief 
duties  in  the  county  of  Clare  ? 

He  had. 

2138.  It  was  understood  in  the  Union  that  Mr.  Brown  came  at  his  selection  ? 

Yes. 

2139.  And  you  consider,  conscientious^,  that  the  loss  to  the  Union  by  those 
appointments,  at  those  rates,  amounted  to  500  Z.? 

1 am  quite  clear  in  that,  that  it  was  a certain  loss  of  500  /.  to  the  Union,  and 
it  was  not  contradicted  by  the  Commissioners. 

2140.  Have  you  got  the  visiting  book  of  the  workhouse? 

I ‘have — [ producing  the  same]. 

2141.  Have  you  looked  at  this  book? 

I have.  • '' 

sm  1(170.7.)  y 2 ' ’ 2142.  Do 
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.2142,  Do  you  find  entered  in  that  book,  in  the  month  of  December  last,  a 
report  made  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  priest  ? 

In  November. 

2143.  Will  you  read  the  report  ? 

“ I found  the  paupers  at  breakfast  at  a quarter  past  three  o’clock  ; 1 reported 
this  also  to  have  frequently  occurred,  and  the  Commissioners  referred  my  state- 
ment to  the  former  Guardians ; their  answer  was,  that  the  boiler  was  substituted 
for  a cracked  one.  On  inquiry,  I found  this  statement  to  be  quite  unfounded  j 
and  consequently  the  paupers  are  without  breakfast  up  to  the  hour  above  stated. 
— Signed  Thomas  Fitzgerald.” 

2144.  That  is  the  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  visiting  the  establishment? 

Yes. 

2145.  You  attended  the  Board  from  about  three  weeks  after  the  Local  Board 
were  reinstated.  If  it  were  said  that  the  confusion  and  the  disorder  in  the  state 
of  the  Union  workhouse  were  chargeable  to  those  who  had  recently  taken  charge 
of  it,  and  that  the  Vice- Guardians  who  had  had  it  for  21  months  before  were  to 
be  exonerated  from  any  blame,  is  it  your  opinion  that  that  could  be  true  ? 

I decidedly  think  that  the  fault  was  with  the  previous  management. 

2146.  You  stated  that  you  considered  the  blame  very  much  attributable  to  the 
officers  of  the  house  ; by  whom  had  those  officers  been  mostly  appointed  ? 

They  had  been  all  appointed  by  the  Vice-Quardians. 

2147.  What  reason  have  you  for  believing  that  all  those  irregularities  and 

disorders  that  were  ascertained  to  exist  in  December  had  existed  previously  to 
the  1st  of  November  ? J 

I had  it  from  common  report  that  the  house  was  in  that  disorder,  and  I have 
it  from  reports  in  the  visiting  book  that  the  house  was  in  disorder. 

2148.  Do  you  find  any  entries  to  that  effect  in  that  book,  dating  previously  to 
the  1st  of  November  ? 

There  were  some  reports  before  that,  and  the  report  which  I have  read  refers 
back  to  the  management  of  the  Vice- Guardians. 

2149-  That  report  is  a report  made  during  the  time  of  the  Local  Board? 

It  is. 

2150.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  workhouse  during 
the  time  of  the  Yice-Guardians  ? 0 

I never  was  in  the  house  that  I can  remember. 


21ol.  Subsequently  to  the  appointment  of  the  Local  Board,  did  not  Captain 
Haymes  frequently  suggest  to  the  Board,  that  they  should  take  some  steps  to 
remedy  the  disorder  into  which  he  alleged  the  house  had  fallen  since  the  Vice- 
Guardians  left  office  ? 


•b  I -do  not  remember  his  stating  that  it  had  fallen  into  disorder  since  the  resig- 
nation of  the  Vice-Guardians  ; but  I remember  that  I called  the  attention  of  the 
Board  to  the  state  of  the  house  frequently. 


2152.  W hen  was  th  at  ? 

I think  in  the  month  of  December. 


, . 2153.  Was  that  the  first  knowledge  that  you  had  of  the  disordered  state  of  the 
house? 

No,  I was  aware  of  it  from  the  first  time  that  I went  there,  in  the  end  of 
November.  . 


■ .2154:  Were  any  steps  then  taken  in  the  end  of  November,  with  regard  to  the 
clothes  which  were  subsequently  found  in  such  a bad  state  in  January? 

I cannot  say. 

2155.  Can  you  take  upon  yourself  to  say,  from  the  knowledge  you  obtained 
in  the  end  of  November  and  in  December,  that  the  disorder  of  the  house  was 
attributable  to  a period  before  the  beginning  of  November,  and  that  it  might  not 
have  been  the  consequence  of  proceedings  since  that  period  ? 

■'•T.vM ijl  can 
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I can  only  give  my  opinion  that  I think  that  it  was  caused  by  the  house  bein'* 
in  the  hands  of  incompetent  officers,  and  that  those  officers  had  been  in  charge 
of  the  house  before. 

2156.  Were  you  a member  of  the  Board  at  the  time  when  those  officers  were 
dismissed  ? 

I was. 

2157.  They  were  dismissed  by  the  elected  Guardians  ? 

They  were. 

2158.  Are  you  aware  of  an  application  made  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
to  know  whether  the  same  parties  might  not  be  re-elected  ? 

I heard  that  they  had  applied  themselves. 

2159.  Are  you  aware  of  any  application  on  the  part  of  the  Board? 

I am  not. 

2160.  Are  you  aware  whether  those  applications  were  forwarded  by  the  Board 
to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? 

I heard  nothing  of  it. 

2161.  Are  you  able  to  say  that  no  such  application  took  place  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  ? 

I cannot  say  one  way  or  the  other. 

2162.  Do  you  remember  having  seen  Mr.  Stanley,  the  Secretary  of  the  Poor- 
Law  Commissioners,  upon  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Robinson  to  be 
Vice-Guardian  ? 

I do. 

2163.  Will  you  state  what  passed  upon  that  occasion,  as  well  as  you  remem- 
ber it  ? 

In  December  1 848  I called  by  appointment  which  Mr.  Stanley  made  with  me, 
to  see  the  Commissionei-s  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  the  Collectors  ; I 
called  there,  and  saw  Mr.  Stanley  on  the  second  day,  and  he  said  that  I could 
not  see  the  Commissioners ; but  he  talked  to  me  about  the  state  of  the  Union.  I 
complained  of  Mr.  Robinson  as  being  an  incompetent  person ; he  agreed  with  me 
in  that,  but  he  said  that  he  thought  at  first  they  had  got  a good  officer  in  Mr. 
Robinson,  because  he  was  highly  recommended  by  Lord  Rosse,  and  he  gave  me 
no  hope  of  his  being  removed  from  the  Union ; I pressed  upon  him  that  he 
should  be  removed. 

2164.  He  did  not  give  you  any  exDectation  that  he  would  be  removed? 

No. 

2165.  But  he  seemed  to  admit  that  his  second  opinion  of  Mr.  Robinson  was 
not  what  his  first  had  been  ? 

He  admitted  his  being  an  incompetent  person. 

2166.  Were  you  a party  to  those  orders  which  were  made  by  the  Board  soon 
after  their  assumption  of  office  with  respect  to  the  reduction  of  the  allowances  of 
soap,  and  the  rations  of  the  officers  ? 

I do  not  remember  any  order  of  the  kind ; I was  not  a constant  attendant. 

2167.  Are  you  aware  that  on  the  Local  Board  coming  in,  the  officers  were  put 
upon  pauper  rations  ? 

There  was  a suggestion  to  that  effect,  that  the  rations  should  be  reduced. 

2168.  Are  you  aware  whether  that  suggestion  was  carried  into  effect  ? 

I think  not. 

2169.  You  are  not  cognizant  of  any  order  with  respect  to  the  soap  ? 

No. 

2170.  The  Union  was  greatly  in  debt  and  difficulty  at  the  time  of  the  resump- 
tion of  the  Local  Board? 

It  was. 

(170.7.)  y 3 2171.  Did 


F.  Latouche , Esq. 
28th  May  1850. 
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F.  Lit/oticle,  Esq. 
28th  May  1 850. 


2171.  Did  you  perceive  any  indisposition  to  do  justice  to  tlie  officers,  or  any 
determination  to  economize  further  than  the  necessity  of  the  case  required  ? 

I cannot  say  that  I saw  any  determination  of  the  kind. 

2172.  Were  not  there  legal  proceedings  pending  against  the  Guardians? 

Yes. 

2173.  There  was  an  execution  in  the  house  at  one  time,  was  not  there? 

There  is  a keeper  in  the  house  still. 

2174.  Are  you  aware  of  any  complaints  made  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the 
workhouse,  or  any  other  parties,  respecting  the  reduction  of  the  allowances  ? 

No,  I am  not  aware  of  any.  I would  beg  leave  to  state,  with  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  the  Collectors,  that  subsequently  those  same  persons  were  re-ap- 
pointed by  the  Vice-Guardians  at  the  same  rate. 

2175.  All  of  them,  or  several  of  them? 

I think  all  of  them ; in  May  1849  they  were  all  re-appointed  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians  at  2 s.  in  the  pound,  and  tenders  were  rejected  at  8 d.  or  9 d.  in  the 
pound. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  till  Monday  next, 
at  One  o’clock. 
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Die  Mart  is,  4°  Junii  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 


Captain  EDMUND  WYNNE  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows  : 


Evidence  on  the 
Petition  of  Lbe 
Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Union  of 
Carrick-on- 
Channoii 


2176.  YOU  were  temporary  Inspector  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union, 
were  you  not  ? 

I was. 


Captain  E.  Wynne. 
4th  June  1850. 


2177.  When  did  you  enter  into  office? 
About  the  end  of  November  1847. 


2178.  At  that  time  the  Local  Board  of  Guardians  were  in  office? 
Yes. 


2179.  Did  you  report  to  the  Commissioners  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Local  Boards  of  Guardians,  and  the  state  of  the  workhouse  under  their 
administration  ? 

1 did. 


2180.  Those  reports  were  not  favourable  to  the  Local  Boards,  were  they? 

They  were  not  favourable. 

2181.  Did  you  recommend  that  they  should  be  dissolved,  and  that  Vice- 
Guardians  should  be  appointed  ? 

I did,  a considerable  time  afterwards  ; I had  worked  on  with  them  from  time 
to  time,  when  I considered  that  they  gave  me  the  assistance  to  which  I was 
entitled,  and  I reported  accordingly ; and  it  was  only  when  I found  that  they 
had  completely  deserted  their  posts,  and  when  1 was  ill,  and  unable  to  carry  out 
measures  myself,  which  it  was  their  duty  to  carry  out, — it  was  then,  and  then 
only,  that  I reported  to  the  Commissioners  that  I could  no  longer  work  on  with 
them. 


2182.  In  what  month  was  that  ? 

I think  it  was  the  end  of  January  1848. 

2183.  You  desired  the  Local  Board  to  sit  from  day  to  day,  in  consequence  of 
the  pressing  distress  in  the  Union,  did  you  not  ? 

Yes. 

2184.  And  at  first  they  did  so  ? 

They  did  for  the  first  few  days,  I think. 

2185.  And  they  seemed  at  first  to  be  willing  to  follow  all  your  instructions  ? 

They  did. 

2186.  Subsequently,  according  to  your  statement,  you  found  that  they  gave 
up  all  efforts  to  struggle  with  the  increasing  distress  ? 

They  relaxed  in  their  efforts  for  a few  days,  and  then  gave  up  altogether ; 
and,  on  a day  when  it  was  most  material  that  they  should  be  present,  namely, 
a day  when  rations  had  been  issued  from  the  workhouse,  aud  sent  to  the  various 
depots  in  the  Union,  and  when  the  paupers  had  been  directed  to  attend  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  those  rations,  and  when  I was  myself  in  bed  ill  with  a feverish 
attack,  there  was  not  a single  individual  at  the  workhouse  to  see  those  rations 
sent  forward. 

2187.  And  you  reported  that  case  to  the  Commissioners,  did  you  not? 

Yes  ; I wrote  the  report  from  my  bed. 

(170.8.)  y 4 2188.  Did 
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Captain  E.  Wynne.  2188.  Did  any  of  the  Local  Board  themselves  express  a wish  that  Vice- 
4th  June  1850.  Guardians  should  be  appointed  ? 

— Frequently. 

f89'  0n  the  Vice-Guardians  being  appointed  towards  the  close  of  January 
1848  did  you  again  report  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  state  of  the  workhouse  ? 

I did,  weekly. 

2190.  You  reported  weekly,  after  the  appointment  of  the  Vice-Guardians? 

Both  before  and  after. 

2191.  Did  you  then  find  a very  great  alteration  in  the  condition  of  the  work, 
house  and  in  the  administration  of  relief  ? 

I found  a gradual  improvement ; I cannot  say  that  it  was  very  rapid,  hut  I 
think  it  was  as  rapid  as  the  exertions  of  two  very  clever  men  could  make  it. 

2192.  Mr.  Duncan  and  Mr.  O’Reilly  were  the  two  first  appointed,  were  they 

Yes. 

2193.  And  you  had  every  reason  to  he  satisfied  with  their  exertions  ? 

Nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  than  their  exertions;  they  worked  till  10 

and  1 1 o’clock  at  night. 

2194.  During  their  administration  did  you  observe  any  irregularities  in  the 
conduct  of  the  workhouse  1 

I did.  In  the  commencement  I found  some  ; it  was  not  at  once  that  matters 
were  brought  into  a satisfactory  state.  They  were  extremely  bad  before  their 
appointment,  and  it  was  only  by  degrees  that  they  came  into  any  thing  like  a 
satisfactory  state,  and  that  the  sanitary  state  of  the  house  became  improved. 

2195.  Were  the  books  regularly  kept,  or  had  you  an  opportunity  during  the 
time  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  inspecting  them  ? 

I think  they  were  extremely  well  kept ; Mr.  Duncan  undertook  that  peculiar 
duty.  Having  been  a clerk  of  a Union,  and  distinguished  as  an  accountant  and 
a book-keeper,  he  undertook  that  portion  of  the  duties  ; and,  in  my  opinion, 
discharged  them  as  well  as  any  man  could  possibly  do. 

2196.  And  during  that  time  you  do  not  recollect  .any  instance  in  which  the 
register  of  the  number  of  in-door  paupers,  and  the  distribution  of  rations,  did 
not  tally  one  with  another  ? 

I do  not  think  there  was  any  occasion  on  which  the  register  and  the  number 
of  rations  did  not  agree  j at  least  the  number  of  rations  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  register.  There  may  be  a great  number  on  the  register  that  are  not  in 
the  house,  and  vice  versa,  without  affecting  in  the  slightest  degree  the  rations 
issued. 

2197.  Then  on  what  data  are  the  rations  issued  ? 

They  are  issued  on  the  daily  dietary,  in  which  are  stated  the  number  in  each 
class,  and  upon  that  daily  dietary  the  master  frames  his  accounts. 

2198.  How  is  that  daily  dietary  made  up? 

It  is  carried  on  from  week  to  week.  It  is,  in  fact,  that  book,  and  the  provision 
check  account,  which  are  the  books  principally  referred  to,  and  forming  the  basis 
upon  which  rations  are  drawn  and  issued. 

2199.  But  is  there  no  muster-roll  every  day  of  the  inmates  of  the  house  to 
ascertain  the  number,  previously  to  issuing  the  rations  for  that  day  ? 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  call  a roll  in  the  workhouse  ; it  requires  a length 
of  time  that  I think  could  not  be  devoted  to  that  particular  duty : after  the  Vice- 
Guardians  had  got  the  house  into  tolerably  good  order,  they  occasionally,  not 
every  day,  called  over  the  roll  in  the  different  wards  ; but  it  was  not  for  some 
time  after  their  appointment  that  they  were  able  to  get  the  house  into  such  a 
state  of  discipline  and  order  as  would  enable  them  to  do  so. 

2200.  If  there  was  no  roll  called  every  day,  might  it  not  happen,  and  would  it 
not  almost  inevitably  happen,  that  very  often  the  number  of  rations  issued  might 
be  more  than  the  number  of  persons  in  the  house  ? 

It  might,  no  doubt,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  if  the  master  of  the  house  was 
dishonest,  he  would  be  able,  notwithstanding  the  supervision  of  the  Vice- 

Guardians, 
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Guardians,  tlie  Inspectors,  and  everybody  else  connected  with  the  house,  for  a 
certain  time  to  practise  fraud,  and  draw  more  rations  or  more  provisions  than 
were  consumed. 


Captain  E.  Wynne. - 
4th  June  1 ®. 50. 


2201.  Is  there  no  regulation  in  the  house  for  placing  on  the  book  the  number 
of  paupers  who  leave  the  house  on  any  day,  and  the  number  of  paupers  who 
come  into  the  house  on  any  particular  day  ? 

There  is. 


2202.  What  is  that  book  called? 

. There  is  an  admission  and  discharge  book,  and  there  is  a register ; the  register, 
if  properly  kept,  should  show  the  discharge  of  each  pauper  from  the  house,  and 
the  date  of  admission  of  each  pauper  ; and  the  admission  and  discharge  book 
also  would  show  the  same. 


2203.  Who  keeps  the  register  ? 

The  clerk. 

2204.  Who  keeps  the  admission  and  discharge  book  ? 

The  master. 

2205.  If  the  total  number  were  once  known,  would  not  that  book  show  pre- 
cisely the  number  of  paupers  in  the  house  on  every  day  ? 

It  would,  if  correctly  kept ; but  it  so  happened  that  at  that  particular  time 
every  one  of  our  masters  (and  we  had  three  masters  within  a very  short  time) 
took  fever,  of  the  most  malignant  description,  almost  immediately  on  their 
appointment ; and  we  were  obliged,  or,  rather,  the  Vice-Guardians  were  obliged, 
to  appoint  temporary  masters  of  the  best  descriptions  they  could  obtain ; and 
irregularities,  I believe,  crept  in  in  that  way ; and  I have  no  doubt  that  every 
discharge  and  every  admission  during  that  time  was  not  correctly  inserted  in 
those  books. 

2206.  Was  it  equally  easy  to  register  the  admissions  and  the  discharges  r 

Equally  easy,  I believe. 

2207.  Were  there  not  many  cases  in  which  the  inmates  left  the  workhouse 
without  a regular  discharge  ? 

Yes,  absconding ; it  is  quite  necessary  to  mark  them  off  too. 

2208.  There  were  frequent  cases  of  that  kind,  were  there  not  ? 

Yes. 

2209.  Where  the  absconding  took  place,  and  there  was  no  regular  discharge, 
there  was  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  absence  of  any  individual,  except  by 
calling  the  roll,  was  there  ? 

It  was  immediately  known  that  such  person  had  absconded,  and  it  was 
reported  to  the  Guardians. 

2210.  Do  you  conceive  that  every  case  of  that  sort  must  have  been  known  ? 

I believe  there  was  no  case  that  was  not  known. 


2211.  How  many  inmates  were  there  in  the  workhouse? 

When  I went  to  the  Union  there  were  not  more  than  350  ; and  we,  by  the 
permission  of  the  Commissioners,  raised  the  number  in  the  house,  I think,  to 
900 ; we  then  got  additional  temporary  accommodation,  and  we  got  up  to  1,200 ; 
we  then  got  further  additional  accommodation,  and  got  up,  I believe,  to  1,900. 

2212.  At  what  period  was  it  that  you  had  1,900  ? 

I think,  in  the  commencement  of  the  year  1849,  or  the  end  of  1848. 

2213.  That  -was  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  was  not  it  ? 

No ; the  Vice-Guardians  were  not  withdrawn  till  the  autumn  of  1849. 

2214.  During  the  time  that  the  "Vice-Guardians  were  in  office,  the  books  were 
not  kept  in  such  a manner  as  positively  to  enable  you  to  ascertain  the  exact 
number  of  paupers  in  the  house  on  any  particular  day  ? 

Yes,  they  were  ; but  it  would  be  difficult,  if  sworn  as  to  a fact,  to  state  posi- 
tively from  the  evidence  of  those  books  ; I should  not  be  able  to  say  that  the 
figures  were  correct ; they  might  have  been  correct,  or  they  might  have  been  in 
a slight  degree  incorrect.  There  might  have  been  one  or  two  or  three  more  at 
several  periods  than  appeared  in  the  book. 

(170.8.)  Z 2215.  Are 
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2215.  Are  you  able  to  state  whether  the  clerk  who  had  the  care  of  the 
register,  or  the  master  who  had  the  care  of  the  admission  and  discharge  book, 
examined  them  daily  so  accurately,  by  checking  them  with  the  number  of 
persons  in  the  workhouse,  as  to  be  positive  that  those  books  correctly  repre- 
sented the  number  of  paupers  in  the  workhouse  ? 

I believe  they  did  when  they  were  able,  or  not  disabled  by  sickness. 

2216.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  admitting  paupers  at  that  time  any  day  of  the 
week,  or  were  there  only  periodical  admissions  once  in  the  week  ? 

At  one  period,  when  there  was  a very  great  pressure  in  the  house,  we  admitted 
every  day  in  the  time  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  both  before  the  Vice-Guardians 
were  appointed  and  afterwards;  we  admitted  parties  provisionally  to  the 
workhouse  every  day. 

2217.  At  the  time  when  there  were  as  many  as  from  1,200  to  1,900  in  the 
house,  do  you  conceive  that  the  register  and  the  admission  and  discharge  books 
would  have  given  a correct  representation  of  the  number  in  the  workhouse  ? 

I think  they  would  at  that  time  have  given  a more  correct  representation  than 
when  they  were  fewer  in  number  in  the  workhouse,  because  the  system  had  been 
better  organized.  The  Vice-Guardians  had  been  longer  in  office,  and,  I believe, 
the  system  was  much  more  correct. 

2218.  At  what  period  did  either  Mr.  O’Reilly  or  Mr.  Duncan  resign  or  leave  ? 

Mr.  Duncan,  I think,  left  Carrick  about  the  end  of  May  1848. 

2219.  Who  succeeded  Mr.  Duncan? 

Mr.  Robinson.  Mr.  O’Reilly  left  about  January  1849,  or  December  1848- 
I am  not  quite  certain. 

2220.  Was  he  succeeded  bv  Mr.  Mortimer  ? 

Yes. 

2221.  Was  there  any  change  in  the  conduct  of  the  workhouse  or  in  the 
administration  of  relief  after  this  change  P 

• None  perceptible.  I was  of  opinion  that  for  a certain  time  the  management 
of  the  Union  proceeded  tolerably  well.  I was  just  at  that  time  ill  from  the  effects 
of  fever,  for  about  six  or  seven  weeks,  commencing  in  December  1848,  and 
running  through  the  months  of  December  1848  and  January  1849 ; I was 
confined  to  my  room  in  bed  part  of  the  time. 

2222.  Therefore  the  same  observations  which  you  apply  to  the  two  previous 
Vice-Guardians  you  apply  to  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Mortimer  ? 

Not  quite ; I do  not  go  so  far  ; I think  that  Mr.  Robinson  was  not  so  zealous 
as  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Duncan,  nor  was  he  so  clever,  nor  at  all  to  be  compared 
with  him ; and  I think  Mr.  Mortimer  was  not,  perhaps,  a man  of  as  sound  a 
judgment  as  Mr.  O’Reilly ; but  he  was  a man  of  very  great  zeal  and  very  great 
energy,  and  after  he  had  worked  a little,  and  become  acquainted  with  his  business 
I considered  that  he  was  a remarkably  good  officer. 

,®!ny.ele  there  anJ'  irregularities  at  all  which  you  observed  during  the  time 
ot  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Mortimer  while  you  were  Inspector  ? 

There  were ; I cannot  say  that  they  were  irregularities ; but  I had  reason  to 
be  dissatisfied,  during  a portion  of  the  time  that  they  served  as  Vice-Guardians 
with  the  management  of  the  Union,  particularly  while  I had  been  called  awav 
trom  the  Union  to  attend  the  sick  bed  of  a child. 

2224.  Did  you  ever  report  unsatisfactorily  respecting  the  two  last  Vice- 
Uruardians  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? 

T ^es’  ^ respecting  one  of  them ; and  I can  explain  the  nature  of  that  report, 
it  might  appear  that  I had  found  fault  of  a different  description  with  those 
gent  emen  to  what  was  really  the  fact.  I waited  upon  the  Commissioners  in 
Dublin  and  requested  Mr.  Power  to  send  me  another  Vice-Guardian  in  the 
place  of  one  of  these  gentlemen,  Mr.  Robinson.  I stated  my  reasons,  that  I con- 
sidered he  was  not  suited  to  the  difficult  circumstances  of  the  Carrick-on- 
bhannon  Union,  where  great  opposition  appeared  to  exist  to  the  payment  of  rates, 
while  the  financial  condition  of  the  Union  was  exceedingly  bad  and  unsatis- 
factory, and  where  there  were  really  duties  to  be  performed  which  it  required  no 
ordinary  man  to  discharge.  I stated  that  I would  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  one 
traardian  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Robinson ; at  the  same  time  I stated  that  I had  no 

reason 
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reason  whatsoever  to  find  fault  with  Mr.  Robinson  beyond  the  want  of  zeal,  Captain  E.  Wynne 

which  I thought  was  absolutely  essential  and  indispensable  to  the  proper  

management  of  that  Union.  I was  called  upon  by  Mr.  Power  to  report  officially  4*  June  185°- 

on  the  subject ; I made  some  objection  to  that ; however,  upon  its  being  stated  

to  me.  that  it  was  my  duty,  I did  report  officially. 

2225.  Your  Inspectorship  ceased  before  the  Vice- Guardians  went  out  of 
office,  did  it  not  ? 

Yes,  a month  previously  to  that. 

2226.  Were  your  official  duties  limited  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union? 

No  ; I had  from  June  1848  also  the  Boyle  Union  under  my  inspection. 

2227.  Was  that  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood? 

It  was  eight  miles  from  Carrick-on-Shannon  ; the  two  towns  were  eight  miles 
from  each  other,  but  the  duties  of  the  Unions  extended  perhaps  35  or  36  miles. 

2228.  The  Unions  were  contiguous,  were  they  not? 

Yes. 

2229.  When  was  it  that  you  took  the  Boyle  Union? 

About  the  commencement  of  June  1848. 

2230.  Up  to  that  time  you  had  no  other  Union  but  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union  to  inspect  ? 

No. 

2231.  You  described  the  state  of  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  as  being 
bad  and  unsatisfactory ; will  you  explain  what  you  meant  by  that  ? 

To  what  period  does  your  Lordship’s  question  refer? 

2232.  To  the  period  when  you  referred  to  your  complaint  respecting  one  of 
the  Guardians  ? 

I think  it  was  unsatisfactory  and  bad  in  every  respect. 

2233.  Do  you  refer  now  to  the  time  when  the  Local  Board  were  in  office, 
prior  to  the  Vice-Guardians  coming  in,  or  subsequently  ? 

Prior  to  the  time  of  the  Vice- Guardians  coming  in.  When  I went  to  the 
Union  in  November,  I subsequently  said  that  the  financial  condition  of  the  Union 
was  complicated  and  difficult  of  management,  and  that  the  rates  were  exceedingly 
difficult  of  collection,  and  that  other  matters  connected  with  the  Union  presented 
difficulties  in  the  management  of  that  Union,  -which  I did  not  conceive  Mr. 

Robinson,  from  what  I considered  want  of  zeal,  was  suited  to  contend  with. 

2234.  By  “ bad  and  unsatisfactory,”  do  you  mean  that  the  Union  was  dis- 
tressed in  its  financial  circumstances  ? 

Extremely  so. 

2235.  Was  there  ever  any  violent  opposition  offered  to  the  collection  of  the 
rates  ? 

There  was,  as  reported  to  me. 

2236.  How  was  the  out-door  relief  list  made  up  ? 

It  was  made  up  from  the  Relieving  Officers’  relief  list,  the  application  and  the 
report  books. 

2237-  That  is  to  say,  the  report  of  the  Relieving  Officer  was  laid  before  the 
Vice-Guardians  ? 

It  was. 

2238.  And  the  Vice-Guardians  allowed  the  application,  or  disallowed  it 
accordingly  ? 

No  ; I am  now  alluding  to  the  mode  in  which  the  out-door  relief  list  was  made 
up,  the  data  from  which  it  was  constructed.  The  routine  was  this : the  Relieving 
Officers  took  all  applications,  and  reported  upon  each  case  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances within  their  knowledge  ; the  Vice-Guardians  then,  acting  upon  that 
information,  ruled  one  way  or  the  other,  either  for  or  against  relief ; and  thus 
books  became  the  groundwork  of  the  out-door  relief  list  and  in-door  relief 
list. 

(170.8.)  z 2 2239.  Did 
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2239.  Did  it  fall  within  yonr  duties  in  any  way  to  interfere  with  that  list  ? 

No,  in  no  way. 

2240.  It  was  not  at  your  recommendation,  was  it,  that  parties  were  ordinarily 
put  on  or  were  put  off  the  relief  list,  or  that  they  were  struck  off  ? 

Never. 

2241 . Do  you  remember  a woman  of  the  name  of  Dillon,  otherwise  Connell, 
being  on  the  relief  list  ? 

I do. 

2242.  Was  she  put  on,  on  the  report  of  the  Relieving  Officer? 

She  was  put  on  after  a discussion  of  the  case  before  the  Vice-Guardians. 

2243.  Was  her  case  reported  by  the  Relieving  Officer  in  the  first  instance  ? 

I am  not  aware  that  it  was  ; I have  not  seen  the  Relieving  Officer's  books ; 
I should  like  greatly  to  see  them ; and  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  for  iny 
case  that  those  books  should  be  produced,  in  consequence  of  the  evidence  that 
he  has  given. 

2244.  Were  you  present  at  the  discussion  which  took  place  P 

I was. 


Captain  E.  Wynne. 
4th  June  1850. 


2245.  That  discussion  was,  of  course,  at  the  Board  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

It  was  on  one  occasion  at  the  Board  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  on  another 
occasion  it  was  in  the  porter’s  room,  by  Mr.  O’Reilly  and  me ; I attended  part 
of  the  investigation ; I was  called  away  on  other  business,  and  Mr.  O’Reilly 
decided  the  case  and  gave  her  relief.  ’ J 

2246.  He  was  a Vice-Guardian,  was  he  not  ? 

Yes,  he  was. 

2247.  Were  you  called  upon  by  Mr.  O’Reilly  to  give  your  opinion  as  to  the 
case? 

No,  I was  not. 

2248.  How  did  you  enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  case  ; did  you  volun- 
teer any  remarks  upon  it  ? 

I had  received  a petition  from  her,  with  a great  many  others  that  I was  in  the 
habit  of  receiving  at  that  time ; in  which  petition  it  was  alleged  that  injustice 
had  been  done  her  in  consequence  of  a quarrel  between  her  and  the  Relieving 
Officer,  whose  servant  she  had  been,  and  that  on  that  account  he  refused  to  take 
her  application,  and  bring  it  before  the  Vice-Guardians. 

2249.  Had  she  been  on  the  relief  list  prior  to  that  occasion  ? 

I am  not  certain  ; I knew  nothing  of  her  till  then. 

2250.  With  regard  to  ' those  numerous  petitions  that  you  received,  did  you 
invariably  present  them  to  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

I investigated  every  case ; I do  not  think  that  I ever  omitted  any  single  case 
of  complaint  made  to  me  in  that  or  in  the  Boyle  Union.  If  I found  grounds 
for  complaint,  I invariably  brought  them  before  the  Vice- Guardians  • and  if  r 
found  none,  I disposed  of  the  petitions  otherwise. 

2251 . Were  there  any  other  petitions  that  you  brought  before  the  Vice- 
Guardians  besides  that  of  Dillon,  alias  Connell  ? 

Yes,  I suppose  5,000. 

2252.  Was  it  usual,  on  such  occasions,  that  a discussion  should  take  place  at 
which  you  were  present  ? 

We  called  the  parties,  and  sometimes  examined  them  on  oath.  In  this  case 
we  examined  on  oath ; and  not  only  that,  but  the  woman  herself  brought  a 
declaration  that  she  had  made  before  a Magistrate,  to  the  effect,  that  she  had 
given  up  her  land ; and  she  also’ brought  forward  the  man  to  whom  she  had  given 
it,  and  who  acknowledged  that  he  had  received  it,  and  undertook  to  pay  to  the 
cess  collector,  who  happened  to  be  present,  the  rates  due  upon  it. 

2253.  Did  this  discussion  take  place  in  a public  room,  or  in  the  private  room 

of  the  porter  ? r 

I believe  this  took  place  in  the  porter’s  room. 

2254.  That 
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2254.  That  room  opens  out  from  the  entrance-hall,  does  it  not?  Captain  E.  iVmae- 

Yes,  it  is  a very  small  room,  about  10  feet  by  8,  immediately  out  of  the  

entrance-hall.  ' 4^  J»-e  ,85o. 

2255.  And  in  that  room  Mr.  O’Reilly,  yourself  and  the  applicant  were 
present  ? 

And  the  Relieving  Officer. 

2256.  All  four? 

Yes,  during  part  of  the  investigation.  I was  called  away  before  the  investi- 
gation was  finished,  and  I did  not  hear  of  the  result  for  a considerable  time. 

2257.  Did  that  occur  on  more  than  one  occasion  ? 

On  many  more.  We  did  not  go  through  the  same  investigation  exactly;  but 
there  were  constant  squabbles  between  this  woman  and  the  Relieving  Officer. 

2258.  And  the  discussions  were  ordinarily  carried  on  in  the  porter’s  lodge? 

They  were,  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  particularly,  for  Mr.  Duncan 

generally  undertook  the  accounts  and  the  books,  and  Mr.  O’Reilly  and  I came 
down  to  the  hall,  and  we  there  heard  the  complaints  of  the  parties  where  the 
Relieving  Officers  were  all  assembled  on  Board-day,  and  where  we  decided  any 
cases  in  dispute. 

2259.  Was  it  usual  for  you  to  retire  into  the  porter’s  room  ? 

It  was  ; it  was  the  only  means  by  which  I could  hear  one  case  at  a time  ; for 
on  Board-days  all  the  collectors  were  assembled  in  the  hall,  and  the  contractors 
and  other  parties  having  business  with  me  or  with  the  Guardians,  and  generally, 
unless  I or  somebody  else  turned  them  out,  in  the  porter’s  room,  at  the  fire. 

2260.  And  on  the  occasion  that  you  were  investigating  the  claims  of  Mary 
Dillon  to  relief,  Mr.  O’Reilly  was  present  all  the  time  ? 

Yes,  he  was,  and  I left  him,  her  and  the  Relieving  Officer  together. 

2261.  In  other  words,  you  were  never  alone  with  her  in  the  porter’s  lodge? 

I cannot  say  that  I was  never  alone  with  her;  she  has  made  several  com- 
plaints ; I cannot  undertake  to  say  how  numerous  those  complaints  were,  for 
she  was  a constant  source  of  annoyance  to  me ; and  her  squabbles  with  the 
Relieving  Officer  were  a constant  source  of  annoyance  to  me  and  the  Vice- 
Guardians. 

2262.  Did  you  always  turn  out  the  porter  when  you  went  to  those  discussions  ? 

Never ; he,  as  a matter  of  course,  walked  out,  and  so  did  all  the  other  parties. 

There  was  a fire  there,  and  the  Relieving  Officers  and  the  contractors,  and  any 
•other  parties  who  came  upon  business  to  the  Board-room — and  they  were  very 
numerous— crowded  round  that  fire.  There  was  a table  and  a form  there,  and  I 
generally  sent  for  a pen  and  ink ; and,  of  course,  they  went  out  when  I went  in, 
for  the  purpose  of  writing  down,  if  a party  was  not  able  to  get  a petition  or  a 
complaint  written.  I got  a pen  and  ink  in  that  porter’s  lodge,  and  wrote  down 
the  complaint  myself. 

2263.  Did  you  at  last,  after  this  examination,  ascertain  whether  she  was  a fit 
persoD  for  relief  or  not  ? 

We  had  decided  on  several  occasions,  or  the  Vice-Guardian,  Mr.  O’Reilly, 
had  decided  on  several  occasions,  in  favour  of  giving  her  relief ; and  my  con- 
scientious belief  is,  that  at  that  time  she  had  given  up  her  land. 

2264.  Subsequently,  did  you  discover  that  she  was  not  a fit  person,  and  cause 
her  to  be  struck  off,  or  report  that  she  ought  to  be  struck  off,  the  relief  list  ? 

I did ; I was  the  very  person  who  found  her  in  her  garden  in  the  harvest  of 
1848  ; and  I called  her  out  of  her  garden,  and  accused  her  of  having  deceived 
us,  Mr.  O’Reilly  and  me ; and  she  then  staled,  that  she  was  merely  working  for 
her  brother,  in  whose  possession  the  land  was.  I mentioned  the  subject  to 
Mr.  O’Reilly,  I believe ; and  it  is  my  conscientious  belief,  that  from  that  day 
(being  somewhere  about  the  end  of  August  1848)  to  this,  that  that  woman  never 
received  relief  of  any  sort  or  description ; but  if  she  did,  it  was  without  any 
application  on  my  part,  or  my  knowledge  of  the  circumstances ; and  I believe 
that,  by  the  Relieving  Officer’s  book,  it  will  be  shown  that  that  woman  never 
received  relief  for  13  months  before  I left  the  Union. 

(170. 8.)  z 3 2265.  Have 
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2265-  Have  you  read  the  evidence  of  the  porter,  John  M'Greavy,  in  the 
short-hand  writer’s  notes  ? 

Yes. 


2266.  In  that  evidence  he  states,  on  his  oath,  that  he  never  saw  you,  to  his 
recollection ; and  that  you  never  were,  to  his  knowledge,  with  any  other  woman, 
except  Connell,  in  that  room  ? 

He  does. 


2267.  Can  you  state  now  that  you  are  certain  that  he  must  have  been  present 
frequently  when  you  were  hearing  the  complaints  of  other  parties  ? 

I can;  he  must  have  been  present  constantly;  for  I,  myself,  have  no 
hesitation  in  stating  that  I have  frequently  sent  him  to  the  Board-room  for  pen, 
ink  and  paper,  to  take  down  the  complaints  of  parties  in  that  very  room. 

2268.  And  he  states,  that  you  told  him  to  get  out — “ Did  he  tell  you  to  get 
out  ? He  did.”  Was  not  that  the  case  when  you  heard  the  case  of  Connell  ? 

Never. 

2269-  He  further  states,  that  you  were  alone  in  the  room  with  her ; and  you 
have  stated  that  you  never  were  alone  in  the  room  with  her,  and  that  Mr.  O’Reilly 
was  always  present  ? 

No,  I did  not  state  that  exactly. 

2270.  Will  you  state,  to  the  best  of  your  recollection,  whether  you  were  or 
were  not  alone  with  her  in  that  room  ? 

I think  it  is  very  probable  that  I may  have  been  alone  in  that  room  with  her  ; 
but  never  with  the  door  shut,  nor  even  close,  with  my  knowledge.  I should  not 
have  allowed  that ; and  I also  state,  that  I have  been  precisely  in  the  same  way 
in  that  room,  with,  I suppose,  500  parties,  women  as  well  as  men,  and  under 
precisely  the  same  circumstances. 

2271.  In  the  Union  workhouse,  where  is  the  Board-room;  is  it  situate  on 
the  ground-floor  ? 

No,  it  is  above-stairs,  over  the  probationary  wards. 

2272.  What  is  the  size  of  that  room  ? 

About  30  feet  by  20. 

2273.  You  have  known  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  when  it  was  under 
the  administration  of  the  ordinary  Guardians,  have  you  not  ? 

Yes. 

2274.  How  many  were  accustomed  to  attend,  generally,  speaking,  at  the  Board 
of  ordinary  Guardians  1 

I think  the  number  varied  from  three  or  four  to  perhaps  seven  or  eight. 

2275.  They  were  more  in  number  than  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

Yes. 

2276.  Is  it  the  habit  of  the  elected  Guardians  to  do  their  business  by  exa- 
mining paupers  in  the  small  porter’s  lodge,  which  you  have  described  as  being 
about  10  feet  by  8,  or  to  sit  in  their  Board-room  to  conduct  their  business  by 
examining  the  paupers  in  the  Board-room  ? 

I have  had  little  opportunities  of  judging  of  the  proceedings  of  the  elected 
Guardians.  I have  never  dealt  with  a Board  of  elected  Guardians,  except  with 
the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Board,  previously  to  the  appointment  of  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians ; and  on  that  occasion  extremely  little  was  done  in  any  way  by  the  Board. 

2277.  But  as  far  as  they  did  anything,  were  they  accustomed  to  conduct  so 
important  a branch  of  their  business  as  the  examination  of  the  paupers,  and  the 
consideration  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Relieving  Officers  in  their  Board- 
room,  or  were  they  accustomed  to  carry  it  on  in  the  porter’s  lodge  below  stairs  ? 

They  were  accustomed  to  carry  on  all  their  business  in  the  Board-room.  But 
I think  your  Lordship  must  mistake  my  evidence.  I did  not  state  that  the 
consideration  of  the  Relieving  Officers’  reports  took  place  in  the  porter’s  lodge ; 
it  invariably  took  place  in  the  Board-room,  before  the  Vice-Guardians.  I merely 
stated  that  cases  were  investigated  in  that  room  to  save  the  inconvenience  of 
bringing  up  hordes  of  paupers,  having  complaints,  into  the  Board-room,  where 
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the  business  was  being  transacted,  the  examination  of  the  hooks,  &c.,  and  that  Captain  E.  Wynne. 

we  occasionally,  Mr.  O’Reilly  and  myself,  investigated  cases  on  Board-days,  and  

at  other  times,  in  the  porter’s  lodge.  4th  June  1850. 

2278.  Will  you  state  whether  you  can  investigate  the  case  of  a pauper  applying 
for  relief  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  without  reference  to  the  Relieving  Officer’s 
report,  and  the  opinion  expressed  upon  the  case  ? 

We  generally  had  the  Relieving  Officer  present. 

2279.  In  the  porter’s  lodge? 

Yes. 

2280.  Had  you  other  Unions  under  your  inspection  and  control  besides  that 
of  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

Yes,  I had. 

2281.  Is  it  the  usual  course  to  do  such  business  in  the  Board-room;  to  see 
the  parties,  and  determine  upon  the  case,  or  to  determine  upon  it  in  the  porter’s 
lodge,  or  anywhere  else  than  the  Board-room  ? 

It  was  the  case  at  Boyle  where  I was.  I constantly  heard  the  complaints,  not 
-only  in  the  house,  but  out  of  the  house,  in  the  presence  of  the  complainant  and 
the  Relieving  Officer,  and  in  the  hall. 

2282.  Was  it  usual  in  Boyle  Union  that  you,  as  Inspector,  and  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  and  the  Relieving  Officers,  should  determine  upon  the  question  of 
giving  or  refusing  relief  to  a pauper  except  in  the  Board-room  ? 

It  was  ; precisely  the  same  system  was  pursued  in  the  Boyle  Union ; the  same 
investigation  of  complaints  of  parties  against  the  Relieving  Officers  were  carried 
on  by  me  in  the  very  same  way,  and  in  the  very  same  place,  namely,  the  porter's 
lodge,  and  the  hall  of  the  workhouse. 

2283.  Supposing  an  investigation  to  take  place,  as  you  have  described  it,  in 
the  porter’s  lodge,  was  that  case  and  the  party  afterwards  brought  up  to  the 
Board-room,  in  order  that  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians,  with  whom,  by  law, 
rested  the  responsibility  of  giving  or  refusing  relief,  should  have  an  opportunity, 
in  their  capacity  as  a Board,  of  deciding  and  disposing  of  that  case  ? 

I believe  it  was. 

2284.  Were  any  of  those  cases  in  which  there  had  been  this  investigation  into 
the  application,  as  in  the  case  of  Dillon,  at  which  Mr.  Laird,  the  Relieving  Officer, 
was  present,  at  which  Mr.  O’Reilly,  the  Vice-Guardian,  was  present,  and  at 
which  you  were  present  as  Inspector,  to  your  knowledge,  afterwards  discussed  in 
the  Board-room? 

I do  not  believe  they  were. 

2285.  Do  you  think,  as  an  Inspector,  and  being  conversant  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Law,  that  that  is  a regular  and  legal  mode  of  doing  business  ? 

I cannot  give  an  opinion  upon  that  subject ; I only  state  what  was  the  fact ; 

I can  see  no  objection  to  it ; the  object  of  the  investigation  wras  merely  to 
ascertain  whether  the  grounds  of  complaint  existed,  and,  having  ascertained  that, 
the  Vice-Guardians  had  only  to  rule  accordingly  in  the  book  when  presented 
with  that  party’s  case ; the  book  was  not  present  at  the  investigation. 

2286.  Bat  that  being  an  act  of  the  Board,  for  which  the  Board  of  Guardians 
are  responsible,  do  you  think  that  an  act  so  done  could  be  done  except  by  the 
authority  of  the  Board,  sitting  at  the  Board,  disposing  of  it,  and  making  an  order 
upon  the  subject,  in  their  capacity  of  Guardians  ? 

I would  be  glad  to  distinguish  between  the  investigation  of  the  grounds  of 
complaint  of  an  applicant  for  relief  against  a Relieving  Officer,  and  the  ruling 
of  the  books ; I think  the  investigation  of  the  grounds  of  complaint  against  a 
Relieving  Officer  might,  in  my  opinion,  be  carried  on  anywhere ; but  I think 
that  the  ruling  of  the  books  by  the  Vice-Guardians  could  not  properly  be  carried 
on  except  in  the  Board-room,  nor  have  I ever  known  an  instance  of  is  being 
done. 

2287.  In  the  case  you  have  alluded  to,  there  was  an  investigation  by  you  as 
Inspector,  aided  by  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  the  other  two  parties  present  being 
only  the  Relieving  Officer  and  the  pauper ; now,  how  was  any  decision  of  that 
kind  an  act  of  the  Board,  unless  it  was  discussed  by  the  Board  as  such,  adopted 
by  them,  and  recorded  by  them  ? 

(170.8.)  z4  Ido 
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I do  not  conceive  that  that  was  a decision  of  the  Board ; the  ruling  of  the 
Guardians  afterwards  was  the  decision,  and  that  ruling  took  place  in  the  Board- 
room. 

2288.  In  the  case  in  which  there  was  a preliminary  inquiry  such  as  you  have 
described,  and  it  was  found  that  the  complaint  had  a foundation  which  required 
that  it  should  go  before  the  Board,  was  there  a subsequent  and  more  detailed 
inquiry  into  that  case  ? 

No,  I do  not  think  there  was. 

2289.  Then  an  inquiry  conducted  by  you  in  this  preliminary  form  was  all  the 
inquiry  that  would  take  place  in  such  a case  ? 

That  was  all  that  did  take  place ; I myself  consider  that  it  would  have  been 
physically  impossible  to  go  into  all  the  details,  and  go  through  the  list,  as  your 
Lordship  appears  to  think  ought  to  have  been  done,  where  constantly  the  Board- 
day  presented  perhaps  2,000  applications;  it  would  have  been  utterly  im- 
possible ; for  the  Vice-Guardians  attended  three  days  in  a week  (at  that  time 
their  duties  were  divided  between  Mohill  and  Carrick-on-Shannon ; they  attended 
three  days  at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  three  days  at  Mohill)  ; and  I would  defy 
them,  or  any  other  individuals,  to  have  gone  through  the  number  of  applicants 
that  presented  themselves  for  relief,  provided  even  that  they  had  no  other  duties 
to  perform,  in  the  way  which  your  Lordship  appears  to  think  ought  to  have  been 
done,  within  the  space  of  time  that  they  had  at  their  disposal. 

2290.  You  have  stated  that,  in  the  inquiries  you  have  described,  one  of  the 
Vice-Guardiaus  was  present? 

Yes. 

2291.  Were  there  any  such  inquiries  at  any  time  conducted  by  you,  not  in  the 
presence  of  either  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

Yes,  there  were. 

2292.  Were  they  frequent? 

They  were  very  frequent. 

2293.  And  in  such  cases  what  were  the  subsequent  proceedings ; were  they 
brought  before  the  Board,  and  entered  into  by  the  Board  officially  at  the  proper 
time  ? 

They  were. 

2294.  And  not  disposed  of  entirely  on  your  report  after  that  preliminary 
inquiry? 

The  Board  would,  I have  no  doubt,  and  they  have  done  so.  They  asked  mv 
opinion,  “ Do  you  know  anything  of  this  case  ; have  you  inquired  into  it  ?”  and 
they  would  rule  at  once  as  I directed. 

2295.  But  as  a matter  of  course,  in  cases  of  that  kind,  where  the  previous 
inquiry  had  been  conducted  by  you  alone,  without  the  presence  of  one  of  the 
Vice-Guardians,  such  cases  would  come  regularly  and  officially  before  the 
Board  ? 

Yes,  my  opinion  would  have  been  asked. 

2296.  As  I understand  you,  the  preliminary  inquiry,  whether  made  by  you 
alone,  or  by  you  with  the  assistance  of  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  did  not 
finally  dispose  of  the  case  ? 

No. 

2297.  But  in  that  inquiry  information  was  obtained  upon  which  the  Board 
finally  disposed  of  the  case  ? 

Yes. 

2298.  The  Board  being  influenced  by  the  confidence  they  felt  in  the  previous 
inquiry,  made  either  by  you  and  the  Vice- Guardians,  or  by  you  alone? 

That  is  correct. 

2299.  In  a case  where  this  previous  inquiry  was  conducted  by  yourself,  with 
the  assistance  of  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  did  such  case  come  for  examination 
before  the  Board  afterwards? 

Sometimes  it  did,  and  sometimes  it  did  not. 

2300.  The 
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2300.  The  conclusion  that  you  came  to  in  this  preliminary  investigation  of  a Captain  E.  Wynne. 

case  did  not  entitle  a person  to  relief,  did  it  ? 

No.  4th  June  1850. 

2301.  Subsequently  that  person  was  either  put  on  the  relief  list  or  taken  off 
the  relief  list  by  the  Board  of  Guardians? 

Yes. 

2302.  But  on  that  second  occasion,  if  they  were  aware  that  a preliminary  exa- 
mination had  been  gone  into  by  yourself  singly,  or  by  yourself  and  one  of  the 
Yice-Guardians,  they  were  satisfied  with  your  evidence  alone  in  the  first  case, 
and  with  your  joint  evidence  in  the  second  case,  that  the  person  was  entitled  or 
not  entitled  to  relief? 

Yes. 

2303.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Board,  in  such  cases  as  you  have  described 
as  having  been  preliminarily  investigated  by  yourself  singly,  took  them  afterwards 
as  a subject  for  inquiry,  not  as  a subject  for  confirmation,  but  for  inquiry,  not- 
withstanding that  preliminary  investigation? 

I do  not  think  they  did  take  them  up.  I am  quite  certain  that  at  any  time 
my  opinion  would  have  been  quite  sufficient  for  the  Vice-Guardians. 

2304.  Are  you  aware  whether,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Act, 
throwing  out  of  consideration  altogether  the  question  of  the  number  of  the 
people,  and  the  impossibility  of  investigating  each  case,  but  having  reference 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Act,  and  the  directions  of  the  Commissioners, 
the  recommendations  of  the  Relieving  Officers  are  not  bound  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? 

Undoubtedly. 

2305.  And  the  claims  of  the  respective  parties  ? 

Yes. 

2306.  That  being  the  state  of  the  law,  and  there  having  been  those  2,000 
applications  which  you  have  described,  in  your  judgment  was  it  practicable  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  by  that  special  examination  into  the 
recommendations  of  the  Relieving  Officers,  and  the  special  case  of  each  person? 

In  my  judgment,  if  each  applicant  had  been  a complainant  at  the  same  time, 
it  would  have  been  utterly  impracticable. 

2307.  Independently  of  a special  complaint,  were  not  the  Guardians  called 
upon  where  an  individual  recommendation  was  made  by  the  Relieving  Officer  to 
consider  whether  it  was  a recommendation  that  they  ought  to  attend  to  or  not  ? 

The  opinion  of  the  Relieving  Officer  appeared  on  his  book. 

2308.  Was  that  conclusive  on  the  Board,  or  were  they  not  bound  to  exercise 
a discretion,  and  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  well-founded  or  not  ? 

They  were. 

2309.  Taking  into  account  the  number  of  applications  that  you  have  described 
during  the  pressure  of  distress  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  was  it  practi- 
cable, in  your  judgment,  to  make  that  specific  inquiry  that  would  enable  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  determine  whether  the  recommendation  of  the  Relieving 
Officer  was  well-founded  or  not  r 

I think  in  times  of  pressure  that  it  was  exceedingly  difficult,  and  in  some  cases 
impracticable. 

2310.  You  have  spoken  of  2,000  people  applying  at  once;  is  that  number 
correct  ? 

I believe  I am  under  the  mark  when  I say  2,000 ; I have  known,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  out-door  relief,  the  number  to  exceed  2,000. 

2311.  Taking  into  account  such  a state  of  things,  would  it  have  been  practi- 
cable to  have  complied  with  the  provision  of  the  law  that  vests  in  the  Guardians 
the  obligation  of  considering  the  recommendations  or  the  opinions  expressed  by 
Relieving  Officers? 

I do  not  think  it  would,  within  a specific  time. 

2312.  Within  the  period  necessary  for  the  application? 

It  is  necessary  to  avoid  delay,  which  perhaps  might  cause  the  death  of  some 
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Captain  E^Wynne.  0f  tlie  parties  ; but  the  routine  could  have  been  gone  through  very  rapidly  where 
4th  June  1850.  Relieving  Officer  was  to  be  depended  upon.  But  there  is  no  question  that 

lce-Guardians  were  greatly  dependent  on  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  the 

Relieving  Officer ; they  at  one  glance  saw  the  report  of  the  Relieving  Officer 
under  the  various  heads,  and  if  they,  had  reason  to  believe  that  that  report  was 
correct  and  honest,  they  had  only  to  rule  accordingly,  and  go  on  to  the  next 
case,  and  so  on.  But  if  there  were  many  complaints  against  those  reports  of  the 
Relieving  Officers,  then  I think  it  would  have  been  utterly  impracticable. 

2318.  But,  independently  of  any  complaint  at  all,  with  whom  does  the  respon- 
sibility, not  for  giving  temporary  and  casual  relief,  but  of  placing  on  the  out- 
door relief  list  for  permanent  relief,  or  admitting  to  the  workhouse,  rest ; is  it 
with  the  Relieving  Officer  who  makes  the  recommendation,  or  with  the  Guardians 
who  are  called  upon  to  exercise  their  discretion  upon  the  recommendation  so 
made  ? 

I think  that  the  responsibility  rests  upon  both. 

2314.  Has  the  Relieving  Officer  the  slightest  possible  power  of  taking  anyone 
permanently  into  the  house,  or  putting  any  one  permanently  upon  the  out-door 
relief  list,  or  is  his  power  confined  solely  to  giving  temporary  relief  in  a case  of 
exigency,  and  in  other  cases  not  of  exigency,  to  recommending  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Board  of  Guardians  the  objects  whom  he  thinks  entitled  to 
relief? 

It  is  the  latter. 

. 2315.  Then,  I ask  you,  with  whom  does  the  practical  legal  responsibility  for 
the  more  permanent  relief  rest ; with  the  Relieving  Officer  in  merely  giving  a 
recommendation,  or  with  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who  are  called  upon  to  exer- 
cise their  discretion  whether  that  recommendation  is  just  or  not  ? 

It  remains  with  the  Guardians ; but  they  are  in  a great  measure  dependent 
upon  the  report  of  the  Relieving  Officer. 

2316.  Do  not  you  consider  that  the  two  Vice-Guardians  had  investigated  the 
case  perfectly  satisfactorily,  when  they  had  the  report  of  the  Inspector,  who  had 
undertaken  previously  to  investigate  the  case  ? 

I should  hope  so. 

2317.  If  they  had  any  reason  to  consider  that  they  had  not  fulfilled  their  duty 
of  investigation,  it  could  only  have  been  on  the  ground  of  their  doubting  the 
word  of  the  Inspector  ? 

Exactly. 

2318.  If  they  believed  the  Inspector,  they  would  only  have  been  wasting  their 
time  at  the  Board  if  they  further  examined  into  the  case  ? 

I think  so. 

2319.  At  the  time  when  there  were  these  large  numbers  in  the  house,  from 
1,200  to  1,900,  can  you  say  what  the  average  number  upon  the  lists  of  applica- 
tions for  admission  and  out-door  relief  was  P 

I think,  when  the  numbers  amounted  to  1,900  on  the  in-door  relief,  that  the 
applications  for  relief  generally  were  not  so  numerous  as  at  the  time  that  those 
numbers  were  smaller. 

2320.  Can  you  state  at  either  of  those  periods  the  average  number  of  appli- 
cations that  would  have  to  be  investigated  by  the  Board  at  their  usual  meetings, 
including  those  that  had  undergone  preliminary  investigation? 

There  was  no  investigation,  except  where  there  was  reason  to  doubt  the  report 
of  the  Relieving  Officer  ; and  when  there  was  reason  to  doubt  the  report  of  the 
Relieving  Officer,  I was  called  upon  to  investigate  that  case,  and,  if  necessary, 
tp  investigate  it  on  oath  ; and  I was  constantly  in  the  habit  of  swearing  the  Re- 
lieving Officers,  and  swearing  the  various  parties,  and  taking  notes  of  their  evi- 
dence sometimes,  and  if  the  Vice- Guardians  were  not  very  busy,  they  were 
present ; in  most  cases  they  -were  present  in  the  Board-room  ,■  but  if  they  were 
occupied  with  their  books  or  other  business,  and  could  not  attend,  they  left  the 
investigation  entirely  to  me,  and  upon  my  notes  and  my  statement  to  them 
they  ruled  one  way  or  the  other. 

2321.  Then,  setting  aside  for  a moment  all  these  distinctions,  will  you  give 

to 
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posed  of  in  any  day  on  the  usual  days  of  meeting  of  the  Board  ? 

I have  already  stated  that  there  were  occasionally  2,000  applications,  and  over  4lh  June  l85°‘ 
that  number ; and  the  average  number,  perhaps,  of  those  was  greater  at  the 
construction  of  the  out-door  relief  list,  than  it  was  after  the  destitution  had 
been  tolerably  provided  for. 

2322.  Can  you  give  an  idea  of  the  different  averages  at  those  two  different 
periods  ? 

I cannot  speak  with  accuracy  upon  the  subject. 

2323.  Not  within  40  or  50  ? 

From  my  reports,  I could  give  the  exact  numbers ; it  was  necessary  that  the 
Relieving  Officers  should  bring  forward  every  case  for  relief,  as  well  as  every  case 
for  the  discontinuance  of  relief,  and  my  report  would  give  the  exact  numbers. 

2324.  A great  deal  of  that  pauperism  was  relieved  at  the  depots  away  from 
the  workhouse,  was  it  not  ? 

Yes. 

2325.  You  have  been  asked  whether  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Guardians  to 
investigate  every  case  in  which  any  doubt  could  arise,  or  any  case  which  came 
before  them  for  decision ; will  you  state  whether  it  would  be  possible  for  the 
Guardians  to  investigate  those  cases  in  any  other  manner  than  by  the  assistance 
of  persons  in  whom  they  had  confidence,  and  on  whose  reports  they  might  pro- 
ceed, either  of  the  Relieving  Officers,  or  where  there  was  ground  for  suspecting 
the  fairness  of  the  Relieving  Officers,  upon  the  report  of  some  other  person 
charged  to  conduct  the  investigation,  and  in  whose  judgment  they  might  have 
confidence  ? 

I believe  it  would  be  utterly  and  physically  impossible. 

2326.  Is  it  not  usual,  that  where  a Relieving  Officer  recommends,  say  on  the 
ground  of  sickness,  on  the  ground  of  widowhood,  or  on  the  ground  of  coming 
within  any  of  the  classes  to  which  a special  sealed  order  may  be  made  appli- 
cable, to  examine  that  Relieving  Officer  himself,  and  for  the  Guardians  to  make 
themselves  sure  that  the  illness  is  not  a simulated  illness,  that  the  widow  is  in 
reality  a widow,  or  that  the  number  of  children  are  really  existing,  and  really 
the  children  of  the  person  described  ? 

Undoubtedly. 

2327.  Is  not  that  their  duty  ? 

Decidedly. 

2328.  Do  you  conceive,  if  they  took  merely  for  granted  the  reports  made  to 
them  by  the  Relieving  Officers,  that  there  would  be  any  possible  protection  in  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  without  the  power  of  investigating  into  those 
facts  ? 

I do  not ; I think  that  the  power  of  investigating  is  absolutely  essential.  But 
I would  wish  to  state  that,  in  every  case,  that  course  which  your  Lordship  con- 
ceives necessary  was  taken.  The  Relieving  Officer  was  present,  beside  one  of  the 
Vice-Guardians,  and  his  book  was  regularly  gone  through ; and  he  was  asked 
questions  upon  every  case  before  the  rule  of  the  Vice-Guardians  was  made ; and 
if  there  was  any  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  any  part  of  the  report  that 
appeared  on  his  application  report  book,  he  was  examined  upon  it,  and  some- 
times on  oath  by  me  when  present. 

2329.  Was  it  not  the  practice  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  investigating 
those  cases,  to  admit  the  paupers,  and  to  examine  them  ? 

Sometimes ; it  was  not  always  done. 

2330.  Was  that  the  usual  practice,  or  merely  the  exception  ? 

It  was  only  when  there  was  a doubt. 

233 1 . The  ordinary  practice  was  to  dispose  of  those  cases  without  the  presence 
of  the  paupers  ? 

Yes. 

2332.  Take  the  case  of  sickness,  for  instance,  or  occasional  relief,  where  the 
power  of  giving  occasional  relief  depends  entirely  upon  the  fact,  that  it  might 
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. endanger  health  or  life  if  that  relief  was  postponed  to  the  next  Board-day,  were 
there  no  means  taken  of  ascertaining,  by  the  production  of  the  pauper  himself, 
that  that  relief  was  given  under  circumstances  of  exigency,  and  requiring  the 
immediate  act  of  the  Relieving  Officer? 

No;  I think  the  report  of  the  Relieving  Officer  in  that  case  was  acted  upon, 
and  I think  it  would  have  been  utterly  impossible,  under  the  circumstances, 
to  have  acted  upon  any  other  evidence. 

2333.  Was  that  owing  to  the  number  of  parties  ? 

Yes,  and  the  distance  of  the  residence  of  the  sick  and  other  parties  from  the 
workhouse. 

2334.  You  have  referred  several  times,  as  an  explanation  of  these  proceedings, 
to  the  extreme  pressure  arising  from  the  number  of  applications  ; can  you  give 
the  Committee  no  idea  of  the  numbers  that  were  actually  investigated  and 
disposed  of  by  the  Board  on  those  occasions  ? 

I have  already  stated  that  the  number  very  often  exceeded  2,000  in  one  dav. 

2335.  Was  that  the  usual  number? 

No;  perhaps  I might  say  that  the  average  number  of  cases  to  be  decided  on 
each  Board-day  amounted  to  from  800  to  1,000,  taking  the  period  of  six  months 
in  the  year  1848. 

2336.  Was  not  it  usual  to  require  the  presence  of  the  pauper  whenever  there 
was  a doubt  ? 

Yes. 

2337.  The  pauper  was  always  required  to  appear  personally,  whenever  there 
was  any  reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  circumstances  ? 

Yes. 

2338.  How  was  that  reason  to  arise,  and  upon  what  grounds  were  vou  to 
suspect,,  unless  you  went  into  an  examination  of  the  case  ? 

We  had  only  the  Relieving  Officer’s  report,  and  he  was  well  aware  that  in  any 
case  where  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  not  given  a fair  and  honest  report,  the 
loss  of  his  office  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence. 

2339.  How  many  Relieving  Officers  had  you  at  Carrick-on-Shannon? 

I think  nine  at  that  time. 

2340.  Had  you  many  cases  of  removals  of  the  Relieving  Officers  during  that 
time  ? 

We  had,  I think,  two  or  three. 

2341.  And  at  the  time  that  the  investigations  were  going  on,  at  the  rate 
and  to  the  extent  you  have  described,  those  were  the  only  cases  of  removals 
of  Relieving  Officers  ? 

I think  those  were  the  only  cases, 

2342.  Had  you  occasion  to  revise  the  lists  at  any  time  yourself,  in  order  to 
discover  whether  or  not,  in  your  judgment,  there  were  improper  persons  put 
upon  the  list,  either  for  in-door  or  out-door  relief? 

We  had. 

2343.  By  you,  individually  ? 

Not  individually. 

2344.  But  by  you,  in  conjunction  with  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

Yes. 

2345.  Did  you  find  those  cases  numerous  ? 

I cannot  say  that  we  found  those  cases  numerous  ; there  certainly  were  cases 
that  had  crept  in,  in  the  pressure  upon  the  Yice-Guardians,  that  were  afterwards 
removed. 

2346.  Was  that  pressure  occasioned  by  the  great  number  of  applicants 
rendering  a special  investigation  impossible  ? 

I think  it  was  in  a great  measure. 

2347.  That  investigation  you  reckoned  to  be  important  for  the  due  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Law  ? 

I think,  decidedly,  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance. 

2348.  Had 
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described?^  “ beC°me  imPracfcible’  circumstances  you  have  C^KW)mc. 

1 have  no  hesitation  in  stating  what  the  facts  are,  that  a considerable  number  4th  J""">  lS5°. 
ol  abuses  had  crept  in,  m consequence  of  the  great  pressure ; and  that  upon  _ 

to  bXthate: revision’  ^ whea  circumstances  came 
to  light  that  enabled  the  Vice-Guardians  to  correct  those  abuses,  those  abuses 
wore  corrected. 

2349.  How  soon  after  they  had  occurred  did  you  find,  for  instance,  when 
you  stiuck  out  persons  as  being  improperly  put  on  the  list,  that  in  any  cases 
of  reliefT°nS  be6n  ^ * CODS,derable  Period  of  time  antecedently  in  receipt 
I think  we  did  find  such  cases  for  a considerable  period,  perhaps  a month 


2350  In  fact,  you  do  not  deny  that  a great  deal  of  the  pauperism  which  it 
might  be  supposed,  from  a slight  knowledge  of  the  way  of  doing  business,  was 
investigated  at  the  workhouse,  was,  in  fact,  determined  at  the  depots,  after  the 
commencement  of  the  out- door  relief  system  ? 

depot°  n°^  t^ie  c^ms  °*'  the  parties  were  ever  determined  at  the 

2351  You  have  stated  that  in  the  porter’s  lodge,  on  certain  occasions,  you 

took  notes  of  evidence  ? y 

Yes. 

2352.  There  was  no  pen  and  ink  regularly  kept  there  ? 

No ; I was  accustomed  to  send  for  them. 

2353.  And  paper  too  ? 

Yes. 

2354.  You  were  obliged  to  send  for  them  all  ? 

Yes. 


2355.  Are  the  Commissioners  aware  that  the  porter’s  lodge  has  been  used  for 
the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  Union  ? 

I really  do  not  know  whether  they  are  or  not,  hut  I have  never  concealed 
anything  from  the  Commissioners.  I have  always  given  them  a fair,  candid  and 
honest  account  of  everything  I have  ever  done. 


2356.  Have  you  ever  reported  to  them  that  you  used  the  porter’s  lod»e  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  any  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union  ? 

Never,  officially ; but  I have  stated  it  to  them. 

2357.  Do  you  believe  that,  in  any  part  of  Ireland,  the  porter’s  lodge  has  been 
allotted  by  the  architect  or  by  the  administration  for  the  conduct  of  the  business 
of  the  Union  ? 

I think  it  is  intended  for  the  use  of  the  Union,  but  certainly  not  for  that 
specific  purpose. 


2358.  Why  is  it  called  the  porter’s  lodge  ? 

Because  the  porter  resides  there  generally. 

2359.  Was  it  intended  for  the  residence  of  the  porter? 
•Yes,  it  was. 


2360.  Was  there  ever  anything  in  any  instruction  from  which  you  could  infer 
that  it  was  designed  as  a room  for  business  ? 

No  ; but  there  was  never  anything  to  lead  me  to  suppose  that  I might  not  if 
I pleased,  appropriate  it  to  that  purpose. 

J361-  Can  you  state  how  often  this  woman,  Dillon,  was  put  on  and  off  the 
I cannot. 

2362.  To  your  knowledge,  was  she  put  on  and  off  more  than  oncer 
, 1 reaUy  c^not  tell  how  many  times  she  was  put  on  and  off;  but  I can  state 
that  she  frequently  made  complaints  ; and  whenever  she  was  not  on  relief,  she 
gave  peace  neither  to  me  nor  to  the  Vice-Guardians  ; she  was  extremely  trouble- 
sora,e  anc*  very  violent,  and  alleged  on  all  occasions  that  a private  feeling 
O'0<8.)  a a 3 influenced 
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~ ‘^363.  It  is  clear  that  she  made  many  complaints  to  you  ; of  course  she  com- 

plained when  she  was  off  the  list ; in  consequence  of  those  complaints,  was  she 
put  on  again  ? 

I really  cannot  state  that.  I never,  except  either  twice  or  three  times,  interfered 
m any  way  whatsoever,  or  was  present  at  any  investigation  into  her  case  ; I think 
1 was  only  present  twice.  On  one  occasion  1 took  the  complaint  myself  in  writing, 
which,  1 believe,  was  the  first  complaint  she  made ; and  she  afterwards  brought 
me  a statement,  written,  I believe,  by  her  parish  priest,  Mr.  Barrett. 

2364.  Was  that  at  another  time  ? 

No;  I first  took  her  statement  myself ; she  then  brought  forward  a state- 
ment, written,  as  I understood,  by  Mr.  Barrett;  and  she  also  brought  forward, 
as  I stated  before  in  my  evidence,  a declaration  before  a magistrate  ; and  she  also 
brought  forward  a party  to  whom  she  had  sold  the  land  ; and  those  were  the 
grounds  on  which  it  was  decided  that  she  had  not  possession  of  the  land,  which 
was  the  only  case  set  up  against  her  receiving  relief,  as  it  was  generally  acknow- 
ledged that  she  was  a person  in  very  great  destitution. 

2365.  That  case  was  set  up  by  Mr.  Laird,  the  Relieving  Officer,  was  it  not? 

2366.  And  that  was  investigated  in  the  porter’s  lodge? 

Yes,  once  in  the  porter’s  lodge,  and,  I believe,  once,  as  I stated  before,  in  the 
Board-room. 

2367.  Those  are  the  only  two  instances  as  to  which  you  are  confident’ 

Yes. 

2368.  In. those  two  cases,  did  you  concur  in  the  objection,  or  concur  in  the 
recommendation  for  relief  ? 

I concurred  in  the  opinion  that  she  had  not  the  land,  and  that  she  therefore 
was  entitled,  if  in  a state  of  destitution,  to  be  relieved. 

2369.  Was  any  fault  found  with  Mr.  Laird  at  any  time  ? 

Yes ; there  were  two  or  three  complaints  which  I investigated ; complaints 
preferred  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barrett  against  Mr.  Laird  to  the  Commissioners,  in 
consequence  of  the  death  of  an  individual  or  individuals  alleged  to  have 
occurred  from  neglect  of  duty  on  his  part. 

2370.  On  that  investigation,  had  you  any  reason  to  reprimand  him  ? 

. 1 do  not  think  I reprimanded  him ; on  the  contrary,  I stated  to  the  Commis- 
sioners that,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  although  he  appeared  to 
have  shown  a want  of  judgment  in  supposing  and  stating  that  an  individual  was 
m good  health,  and  in  no  danger  of  dying,  who  turned  out  to  have  died  a few 
hours  afterwards,  yet  my  conscientious  opinion  -was  that  it  was  an  error  in 
judgment,  and  not  through  any  intention  on  his  part  to  do  injustice  to  this 
individual. 


2371.  He  was  not  removed  by  the  Vice- Guardians  ? 
Never. 

2372.  Has  he  been  continued  by  the  present  Board  ? 
I understand  he  has. 


2373.  At  the  time  these  applications  were  made,  into  some  of  which  you  say 
you  instituted  an  inquiry  in  the  lodge,  where  were  the  great  bulk  of  the  appli- 
cants  waiting  ? 

A number  were  waiting  outside  the  gate,  some  inside  the  gate,  and  some  in 
the  lodge ; in  the  hall,  I mean. 


2374.  This  lodge  was  close  to  the  gates,  I suppose  r 
It  was  about  15  yards  from  the  gates. 


2375.  Was  the  greater  number  of  these  applicants  within  the  gates  or  without 
the  gates  ? 

The  greater  number  was  without  the  gates. 


2376.  Was 
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2376.  Was  it  their  habit  to  wait  close  to  the  gates  ? Captain  E.  Wynne. 

Yes.  , 

2377.  What  number  of  persons  would  there  be  at  one  time  waiting  about 
within  and  without  the  gates  ? 

I have  seen  as  many  as  400. 

2378.  Who  was  matron  during  the  time  that  you  were  Inspector  ? 

Mrs.  Kelly. 

2379.  Had  the  matron  the  entire  control  over  the  female  wards,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  female  paupers  ? 

She  had. 

2380.  To  whom  was  she  responsible  ? 

She  was  responsible  to  the  Yice-Guardians. 

2381.  Had  any  other  person  a right  to  interfere  with  her,  excepting  the  Vice- 
Guardians? 

Nobody.  The  Inspector  may  be  supposed  to  have  a right,  as  it  is  his  duty  to 
inspect  and  find  fault  with  anything  that  is  really  not  as  it  should  be ; but  it  is 
his  duty,  upon  discovering  anything  objectionable,  to  report  that  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians  ; but  he  has  no  control  over  her. 

2382.  He  is  in  no  way  entitled  to  give  her  orders  or  instructions? 

I think  he  is  ; I think  he  is  entitled  to  make  his  suggestions  as  to  improve- 
ments, and  as  to  the  correction  of  anything  that  he  may  see  objectionable  in 
the  house. 

2383.  Were  the  nurses  under  the  control  of  Mrs.  Kelly  ? 

I do  not  conceive  that  they  were. 

2384.  Under  whose  control  were  the  nurses  ? 

Under  the  control  of  the  medical  officer  and  the  Vice-Guardians. 

2385.  W ould  any  interference  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Kelly  with  the  nurses  have 
been  contrary  to  the  proper  system  of  the  workhouse  ? 

I think  it  would  not  have  been  regular. 

2386.  At  what  hour,  under  Mrs.  Kelly’s  arrangements,  were  the  female  wards 
closed  at  night  ? 

I think  at  eight  o’clock. 

2387.  And  at  eight  o’clock  were  all  the  doors  of  the  female  wards  supposed  to 
have  been  shut  ? 

They  were. 

2388.  After  eight  o’clock,  it  would  have  been  an  irregularity  for  any  person, 
except,  of  course,  the  proper  officers  and  paupers  there,  to  have  entered  into  the 
female  wards,  would  it  not  ? 

Yes,  I think  it  would,  unless  there  was  some  reason  to  suppose  that  matters 
were  not  going  on  regularly ; and  in  that  case  the  Vice-Guardians,  of  course 
accompanied  by  some  of  the  officers  of  the  house  or  the  Inspector,  might  have 
gone  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  if  that  irregularity  really  existed. 

2389.  Do  you  recollect  any  irregularity  existing  which  caused  such  a visit 
from  either  the  Vice-Guardians  or  the  Inspector  ? 

I remember  a report  having  been  current,  when  I went  to  that  Union,  that 
parties  from  the  town  were  in  the  habit  of  going  and  sleeping  in  that  workhouse 
at  night ; this  report  was  made  to  me  by  some  of  the  officers  in  the  house ; and 
I went  myself,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Clarke,  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  at  11  o’clock 
at  night ; I went  round  the  house  into  the  grave-yard,  and  round  the  entire  of 
the  house ; I then  went  into  the  house,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Clarke,  and  I went 
through  the  house  (with  the  exception  of  the  female  dormitories),  to  ascertain 
whether  anything  was  wrong  ; I went  to  the  doors  of  some  of  the  male  dormi- 
tories ; I did  not  go  near  the  female  dormitories  ; and  that  was  the  only  occasion 
on  which  such  a visit  took  place. 

2390.  At  what  time  was  that  ? 

I think  about  a week  after  I came  to  the  Union  first ; I found  no  grounds, 
and  I reported  the  circumstance  to  the  Commissioners. 

(170.8.)  a a 4 2391.  Was 
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Captain. E.  Wynne.  2391.  Was  that  prior  to  the  appointment  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

. th  w . a, n r,  Tt  T-aS  Prior  to  tlie  appointment  of  the  Vice-Guardians— in  the  time  of  the  elected 
Guardians ; and,  as  well  as  I can  recollect,  one  week  after  I came  to  the  Union. 

2392.  On  that  occasion  did  you  visit  the  hospital  ? 

I did  not ; I wefct  round  the  back  of  the  hospital. 

2393.  But  among  the  rooms  inside  of  the  house  that  you  went  into,  did  vou 
not  go  into  the  dormitories  ? 

. N°’>  1 went  to  the  doors  of  some  of  the  male  dormitories,  and  I retreated 
immediately. 

2394.  Did  you  go  into  any  of  the  sleeping-rooms  of  the  female  officers  ? 

1 did  not. 

2395.  Did  you  see  Mrs.  Kelly  on  that  occasion? 

Yes,  I did  ; she  went  round  the  house  with  me,  with  the  clerk  and  the  master  I 
believe ; I never  was  inside  her  room  in  my  lifetime  but  once,  and  that  was  in 
the  daytime,  when  it  was  reported  that  Mr.  Kelly,  the  then  master  of  the  house, 
was  in  a fit,  dying.  I am  before  your  Lordships’  Committee,  and  I solemnly  de- 
clare that  I never  was  inside  that  room  in  my  life  but  on  that  one  occasion  when 
it  was  reported  to  me  that  Mr.  Kelly  was  dead  ; in  fact,  he  had  a fit,  and  I went 
to  see  what  grounds  there  were  for  the  report,  and  that  was  the  only  time  that  I 
was  ever  inside  that  door. 


2396.  Was  that  about  the  time  of  the  visit  ? 

No ; it  was,  1 think,  in  the  month  of  February,  immediately  after  all  the 
officers  of  the  house  had  taken  fever,  and  Mrs.  Kelly  was  recovering  from  typhus 
fever  at  the  time ; I think  it  was  in  February  ; it  was  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 


orders  ?'  °“  ^ °CCasio11  of  your  “S’11  visit’  did  y°u  give  any  particular 

I did  not;  I found  everything  right,  and  I reported  the  circumstance  to  the 
Commissioners ; I found  everything  right,  with  tlie  exception  of  one  of  the 
sitting-rooms,  which  was  not  as  clean  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  I accordingly 
ordered  steps  to  be  taken,  sending  round  a squad  to  cleanse  and  ventilate  this 
room  after  the  paupers  had  retired  ; but  I saw  nothing  that  was  objectionable 
and  no  grounds  for  the  report  that  I had  heard.  ' 


2398.  You  say  that  you  reported  the  circumstance  to  the  Commissioners  ’ 
l did. 


2399.  Was  that  report  in  writing  ? 
Yes. 


2400.  Will  that  appear  among  the  papers  ? 

It  is  in  the  Blue  Book. 

2401.  Do  you  recollect  any  visit  in  the  month  of  August,  at  night  ? 


2402.  Do  you  recollect  visiting  the  hospital  at  night,  in  the  month  of  August 
and  giving  any  directions  with  regard  to  the  nurses  ? ° ' 

I was  never  in  the  hospital  after  night.fall  in  my  life. 

, 24.03,  rDld  I0U  eTer  •five  any  directi°ns  with  regard  to  the  nurses  with- 
in™5 from  the  male  side,  where  the  children  and  old  men  were,  to  the  female 

Decidedly  not ; nor  did  I ever  hear  of  it  till  I read  it  itf  the  evidence  Tester- 
day ; I never  heard  of  the  circumstance.  yesier 


2404  Did  it  ever  come  to  your  ears,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  matron  having 
interfered  with  the  nurses,  the  children  had  been  neglected  1 S 

it  never  reached  me. 

2405.  Did  you  know  a girl  in  the  house  called  Marv  Baker’ 

I did. 


2406.  Did  you  ever  see  Mary  Baker  in  liquor2 
Never  the  slightest  symptom. 

2407.  Did 
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2407.  Did  you  ever  see  her  in  Mrs.  Kelly’s  room  ? 

In  Mrs.  Kelly’s  bed-room  ? 

2408.  Yes? 

Never,  except  the  day  I was  in  that  room,  as  before  stated  by  me ; I was  never 
in  it  except  that  day  ; and  she  was  there  that  day ; there  was  a crowd  of  people 
there,  administering  to  this  poor  man,  who  was  supposed  to  have  been  dead. 

2409.  Was  Mrs.  Kelly  herself  in  the  fever  at  that  time?  . 

She  was  just  recovering  from  fever,  and  was  in  the  room. 

2410.  Was  she  on  the  bed  ? 

No. 

2411.  Was  she  dressed  and  up  ? 

Yes;  it  was  the  middle  of  the  day;  she  had  resumed  her  duties,  and  then, 
upon  the  alarm  being  given,  had  gone  up-stairs  to  this  room.  I was  going  round 
the  house.  I was  in  the  dining-hall  at  the  time,  and  I went  up  to  ascertain  what 
•was  the  fact ; I sent  my  horse  for  the  doctor  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  I went 
up  myself  to  see  what  was  the  matter ; that  was  the  only  time  I was  ever  inside 
that  room. 

2412.  Again  do  you  assert  that,  except  that  single  visit,  you  never  were  within 
the  female  wards  after  night-fall  ? 

I do  re-assert  it,  that  I never  was  within  the  female  wards,  nor  never  was  in 
the  house  after  night-fall  but  three  times,  and  that  "was  the  first  occasion.  The 
second  occasion  was  immediately  after,  when  a statement  was  made : a ghost 
story  was  got  up  for  the  purpose,  as  I conceive,  of  fraud.  I went  with  a few 
others  one  night  to  ascertain  what  grounds  there  were  for  it,  and  all  the  officers 
of  the  house  accompanied  me  upon  that  occasion,  and  remained  with  me  in  a 
room  up-stairs,  to  hear  the  noise,  and  ascertain  its  cause,  if  possible. 

2413.  Was  that  a room  on  the  female  side  ? 

I am  not  certain ; it  was  on  one  of  the  lobbies,  and  the  noise  was  supposed  to 
take  place  iD  the  school-room ; I had  reason  to  suppose  that  some  trick  was 
played  to  carry  on  fraud,  and  I had  reason  to  suspect  a sort  of  assistant  porter 
who  was  then  in  the  house,  and  who  turned  out  afterwards  to  be  anything  but 
what  he  ought  to  be,  and  was  dismissed.  The  third  time  was  one  night  when  it 
was  reported  to  me  that  a poor  family  were  in  a very  bad  way  in  the  street  of 
Carrick-on-Shannon,  at  the  time  of  the  elected  Board,  and  I went  out  and  found 
a group,  four  of  whom  were  dead,  and  four  dying ; I sent  for  the  doctor  at  once, 
got  in  those  that  were  still  alive,  and  I brought  those  that  were  dead  in  a cart 
to  the  workhouse.  We  conveyed  those  that  were  alive,  after  some  little  time, 
to  the  workhouse,  and  I remained  there  some  time  assisting  in  recovering  those 
parties ; and  that  was  the  third  and  last  time  I ever  was  in  that  workhouse 
after  night -fall.  I may  have  remained  a little  late  in  winter  after  dark  with  the 
Guardians,  but  I never  visited  that  house  at  night  after  that  occasion. 

2414.  That  refers  to  the  year  1848  ? 

This  was  either  in  the  year  1847,  or  the  commencement  of  the  year  1848 

2415.  Your  assertion  refers  to  the  whole  time  you  were  Inspector  ? 

It  extends  over  the  whole  time  that  I was  Inspector;  from  the  time  that  I 
came  to  the  Union  till  the  time  that  I went  away. 

241 G.  The  last  occasion  you  have  referred  to  was  the  last  time  you  ever  were 
in  the  house  after  night-fall  ? 

The  last  time  I was  ever  in  the  house  after  night-fall. 

2417-  And  you  say,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  occurred  at  the  period  that  the 
elected  Guardians  were  in  office  ? 

Before  the  dissolution  of  the  Board  of  elected  Guardians. 

2418.  After  the  Vice-Guardians  came  in,  you  never  were  in  the  house  after 
night-fall  ? 

No,  never.  I have  considered  the  point,  and  I have  refreshed  my  memory  as 
much  as  possible ; and  I distinctly  declare  to  this  Committee,  that  I never  was 
in  that  workhouse  after  night -fall  since  the  occasion  I have  stated  to  the  Com- 
mittee. I also  state,  that  I may  have  remained  after  it  was  dark,  perhaps,  till 

(170.8.)  BB  „ five 


Captain  E.  Wynne. 
4th  June  1850. 
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Captain  E.  Wynne. 
4th  Juue  1850. 


five  or  six  o’clock,  with  the  Vice-Guardians,  on  a winter’s  day,  but  I have 
never  been  later  than  that  in  the  workhouse. 

2419.  Any  allegation  as  to  that  fact  is  false  ? 

Any  allegation  as  to  that  fact  is  perfectly  false,  and  without  the  slightest 
foundation. 

2420.  Do  you  know  Bridget  Gibbons  ? 

Id  o. 

2421.  Have  you  read  her  evidence? 

I have. 

2422.  Do  you  recollect  a statement  in  it,  to  the  effect  that  she  went  to  apply 
a blister  to  the  stomach  of  Mrs.  Kelly  ; that  it  was  between  1 1 and  12  o’clock 
at  night  when  she  entered  the  bed-room  of  Mrs.  Kelly,  and  she  found  Captain 
Wynne  on  the  bed,  and  Mary  Baker,  a Welsh  woman,  lying  on  the  floor? 

I have  read  it  all ; I am  aware  of  it  all. 

2423.  And  that  there  was  a bottle  of  wine  on  a chest  of  drawers  beside  the 
bed,  and  tumblers  on  the  table  ? 

I read  it  all. 

2424.  Do  you  state  that  that  is  entirely  false  ? 

• I state  that  there  is  not  a shadow  of  foundation  for  that  statement. 

2425.  And  that  not  one  of  these  allegations,  of  your  being  in  the  room,  or 
being  on  the  bed,  is  true  ? 

I solemnly  state  before  this  Committee,  that  there  is  not  a shadow  of  founda- 
tion or  basis  for  auy  part  of  this  statement,  and  that  can  easily  be  proved.  She 
states  that  it  occurred  on  the  17th  of  January  1849,  the  year  before  this.  Now 
I can  show  this  Committee,  that  on  that  very  day,  and  for  three  weeks  before, 
and  three  weeks  after,  I had  not  visited  the  workhouse,  and  that  I was  laid  up 
in  fever ; and  I can  also  show,  that  the  Mary  Baker  alluded  to  had  left  the 
Union  six  months  before ; and  any  statement  I make  here,  I will  confine  myself 
to  facts  ; I can  bring  credible  witnesses  to  prove  them  ; and  I will  stand  or  fall  by 
the  truth  or  falsehood  of  these  statements,  and  I will  submit  to  be  judged  by  the 
truth  or  falsehood  of  these  statements. 

2426.  When  you  were  ill  with  that  fever,  where  "were  you  residing  ? 

I was  residing  at  Boyle. 

2427.  What  is  the  distance  between  the  two  towns  ? 

Eight  miles  ; and  for  a considerable  time  afterwards  I was  unable  to  attend  the 
workhouse ; when  I did  attend,  I only  attended  for  an  hour  in  the  day,  and  was 
obliged  to  come  in  my  close  carriage. 

2428.  At  the  period  referred  to,  and  both  before  and  after  it,  you  were  lying 
ill  of  fever  at  Boyle,  eight  miles  distant  from  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

Yes. 

2429.  Did  you  report  to  the  Commissioners  at  that  time  the  circumstances 
of  your  illness,  and  your  being  unable  to  attend  to  your  duty? 

Yes,  and  I received  letters  of  inquiry  from  week  to  week  after  my  health.  I was 
in  such  a state  that  I was  totally  unable  to  attend  to  any  description  pi  business. 

2430.  Did  Dr.  Rutherford  ever  speak  to  you  with  regard  to  any  of  those 
allegations  made  by  Bridget  Gibbons  ? 

Never. 

2431.  Did  he  ever  make  to  you  any  report  on  the  subject  ? 

Never. 

2432.  None  in  writing? 

None  whatsoever. 

2433.  Do  you  recollect  any  occasion  when  Bridget  Gibbons  was  ordered  to 
be  punished  by  the  Board  ? 

Never  ; I recollect,  I think,  that  she  was  discontinued  as  nurse  in  the  hospital 
for  some  time,  in  consequence  of  some  irregularity  with  which  I cannot  now  tax 
my  memory.  I recollect  her  complaining  to  me  as  I went  through  the  hospital, 

that 
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that  she  had  been  unfairly  treated,  and  that  she  was  sent  to  the  hall,  which  was  Captain  E.  Wyi nr. 

in  point  of  fact,  a dismissal  from  her  office  as  nurse.  Mr.  Rutherford  is  the  party  

who  sent  her,  and  he  was  not  employed  in  January  1848 ; therefore  it  must  have  4th  J““e  l8s°’ 
been  in  January  1849.  

2434.  Where  is  Dr.  Rutherford  now  ? 

I have  no  idea.  We  caused  him  to  resign  in  consequence  of  what  I consi- 
dered improper  conduct.  After  patient  investigation,  in  which  I took  evidence 
to  a very  considerable  extent,  we  considered  that  he  was  unfit  for  his  office,  and 
we  caused  him  to  resign. 

2435.  Do  you  know  Mary  Owens  ? 

No. 

2436.  Nor  Ann  Clancey? 

No.  I believe  they  gave  evidence  in  that  case.  I think  they  did  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Rutherford.  1 have  the  minutes  taken  on  that  occasion. 

2437.  Mr.  Rutherford  was  the  medical  man,  was  he  not  ? 

He  was  the  apothecary. 

2438.  Were  they  employed  in  the  hospital  treatment  then  ? 

I cannot  say. 

2439.  Did  it  ever  come  to  your  knowledge  that  there  was  any  irregularity  in 
the  way  of  drunkenness  among  the  servants  of  the  house  ? 

No,  that  was  never  alleged. 

2440.  Did  you  ever  see  Mrs.  Kelly  drunk? 

I never  saw  the  slightest  symptom  of  the  sort. 

2441.  You  do  not  recollect  anything  as  to  misconduct  on  the  part  of  Bridget 
Gibbons  that  subjected  her  to  punishment  ? 

No.  I recollect  that  she  was  suspended  for  some  little  time  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians  ; I cannot  say  for  what.  I had  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  her,  except 
this : her  facts  could  not  be  depended  upon ; she  was  notorious  as  a person 
upon  whose  statements  nobody  could  rely  ; and  she  was  looked  upon  as  a person 
whose  head  was  not  quite  right  either. 

2442.  A little  insane? 

Yes;  I believe  a good  deai  insane.  I had  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  her. 

I thought  she  was  a kind,  good-natured  woman,  which  is  a considerable  qualifi- 
cation in  a nurse. 

2443-  You  have  stated  that  you  could  disprove  these  statements  ? 

I have  evidence  to  prove  everything  I state. 

2444.  And  to  disprove  the  allegations  which  have  been  made  against  you, 
as  to  misconduct  in  the  workhouse,  by  Bridget  Gibbons  and  other  witnesses  ? 

^ es  ; I should  be  glad  if  the  Committee  would  examine  witnesses  with  regard 
to  my  general  conduct.  There  is  a charge  against  me,  which  certainly  surprised 
me  a great  deal,  for  it  can  be  shown  that  for  20  years  I have  never  indulged  to 
any  considerable  extent  in  intoxicating  liquors. 

2445.  You  wish  to  produce  witnesses  with  regard  to  the  special  allegations  ; 
what  description  of  evidence  would  you  wish  to  be  summoned  ? 

I would  be  anxious  to  summon  a witness  who  had  an  opportunity  of  being 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  Union  before  I went  there,  and  who 
had  also  an  opportunity  of  j edging  of  the  exertions  made  by  me,  and  the  result 
of  those  exertions  during  the  time  I acted  as  Inspector,  that  the  Committee 
might  have  his  opinion,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  success  or 
failure  of  those  exertions.  Mr.  Flanagan  is  the  gentleman  whom  I would  propose 
to  prove  that.  I consider  it  a hard  case,  after  working  for  22  months,  and 
which  really  nothing  could  compensate  me  for,  exposed  almost  every  hour  of 
my  life  to  infection  and  contagion,  that  by  the  Petition  that  has  been  presented 
all  these  exertions  should  have  been  cancelled.  I consider  it  extremely  hard ; 
and  I ask  the  Committee,  as  a matter  of  justice,  to  give  me  an  opportunity 
of  showing  that  the  reverse  of  the  allegations  is  the  fact. 
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2446.  Do  you  know  Frances  Alicia  Creamer,  and  have  you  read  her  evidence? 

Yes. 

2447.  Do  you  recollect  that  she  states  you  visited  the  female  dormitories  two 
or  three  times  ? 

Yes,  I do. 

2448.  And  that  you  were  alone  at  the  time  you  went  in  ? 

Yes,  I do. 

2449.  You  have  already  stated  that  you  never  did  go  into  the  female  dormito- 
ries at  all  ? 

Yes,  I have,  except  in  the  daytime ; I went  every  day  ; three  times  a week 
I inspected  the  entire  house  on  an  average. 

2450.  Do  you  know  Catherine  Foley? 

Yes,  I do. 

2451.  Was  she  a pauper  ? 

She  was. 

2452.  Was  she  one  of  those  that  were  recommended  for  emigration  ? 

She  was. 

2453.  Who  recommended  her  ? 

The  Vice-Guardians,  the  matron  and  myself. 

2454.  Was  she  the  matron’s  servant  ? 

She  was  not  at  the  time  ; she  was  the  servant  of  the  schoolmistress. 

2455.  She  was  in  the  house  ? 

Yes,  as  servant  of  the  schoolmistress,  whgn  I went  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union. 

2456.  And  you  knew  nothing  against  her  character  when  you  recommended 
her? 

Nothing  in  the  world,  nor  ever  knew  anything  against  her. 

2457.  Had  you  ever  reason  to  believe  that  she  was  not  a proper  person  to  be 
sent  out  to  a young  colony  ?. 

Never  any  reason  to  believe  that  she  was  not  a proper  person.  On  the  occa- 
sion of  my  clerk’s  wife,  Mrs.  Phayre,  asking  me  to  get  her  a servant  from  the 
workhouse  —a  course  that ‘I  was  always  anxious  to  pursue ; and  I thought  it  a 
matter  of  importance  to  get  as  many  of  the  paupers  into  service  as  possible — I 
applied  to  Mrs.  Kelly  to  recommend  me  an  honest,  cleanly  and  industrious 
person,  and  this  was  the  party  selected  by  Mrs.  Kelly,  and  I believe  she  lived 
six  or  seven  months  with  Mrs.  Phayre  at  Boyle ; and  on  the  occasion  of  Captain 
Henry  coming  to  Boyle  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  emigrants,  this  girl  applied 
herself  to  Captain  Henry,  and  he  stated  to  her  that  he  could  not  send  her  from 
that  Union,  as  she  did  not  belong  to  it ; but  if  she  returned  to  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  workhouse,  when  he  called  round  at  Carrick  he  would,  provided  she 
procured  a character  and  recommendations,  take  her  name,  and  recommend  it 
for  emigration.  Accordingly,  she  did  return  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union, 
and  when  Captain  Henry  came  round,  he  did  take  her  name,  and  send  her  to 
Australia. 

2458.  Was  she  a servant  of  Mrs.  Phayre’s  at  the  time  that  she  made  that  first 
application  to  Captain  Henry? 

Yes,  she  was  at  Boyle,  but  she  had  been  taken  on  certain  conditions.  An 
application  was  made  by  Mrs.  Phayre,'  stating  that  as  soon  as  her  husband 
was  out  of  my  employment,  she  would  not  be  able  to  retain  this  girl,  and  she  did 
not  wish  to  stand  between  her  and  what  might  be  for  her  advantage. 

2459.  At  the  time  that  she  made  that  application,  she  was  not  a pauper  at 
Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

No. 

2460.  What  were  the  directions  given  with  respect  to  that  emigration ; was  it 
to  take  persons  not  paupers,  or  to  select  out  of  the  paupers  of  the  workhouse 
such  orphan  girls  as  seemed  suited  for  emigration  ? 

I really 
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2461.  But  you  being  Inspector  of  the  Union  at  the  time,  and  it  being  your 
duty  to  see  that  the  emigrants  were  rightly  selected,  do  you  consider  it  consistent 
with  a proper  selection  of  those  emigrants,  to  select  a person  who  applies,  at  the 
time  being  a servant  in  another  family,  and  who  is  told  to  go  into  the  workhouse 
for  the  purpose  of  becoming  qualified  to  be  an  emigrant  to  Australia  ? 

The  fact  is  not  that  I selected  her. 

chosen^?  ^ y°U  exercise  110  discretioQ  with  respect  to  the  persons  who  were 

Yes,  with  the  Vice- Guardians  ; but  we  investigated  solely  as  to  their  charac- 
ter ; that  was  the  only  circumstance  as  to  which  we  were  called  upon  to  make  a 
statement. 


I really  do  not  know  what  the  directions  were.  The  case  came  fairly  before 
Captain  Henry,  and  he  was  the  person  who  directed  that  she  should  return  ■ that 
he  could  not  take  her  with  the  Boyle  emigrants  ; but  that  if  he  found  her  i’n  the 
workhouse,  and  that  she  had  been  for  a certain  time  in  the  workhouse  and  was  a 
person  of  good  character,  he  would  take  her. 


_j463.  Did  you  know  at  the  time  that  that  person,  when  she  made  her  appli- 
cation to  Captain  Henry,  was  a person  who  had  been  in  the  service  of  your  clerk, 
and  that  she  went  into  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  for  the  purpose  of 
becoming  qualified,  obtaining  thereby  a qualification,  and  being  selected  and  sent 
out  to  Australia? 

t ^ ^ j ’ I did  not  consider  that  it  was  any  breach  of  duty  on  my  part. 

I stated  the  facts  fairly  to  Captain  Henry,  and  Captain  Henry  said  that  it  would 
be  a hard  case  to  prevent  her,  being  a person  of  remarkablv  good  character,  and 
a very  suitable  person  for  emigration,  having  only  gone  “to  Mrs.  Phayre  for  a 
specified  time,  during  which  her  husband  was  in  my  service. 

2464.  Did  you  never  see  the  instructions  which  were  given  with  respect  to 
the  selection  of  those  emigrants;  was  there  not  a circular  sent  round  which 
marked  the  conditions  under  which  that  emigration  should  take  place  ? 

X es ; and  I had  a correspondence  with  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject  too. 

2465.  Did  you  ever  bring  before  them  the  fact  that  this  woman,  Catherine 

holey,  when  she  made  her  application,  was  not  an  inmate  of  anv  workhouse,  but 
was  admitted  into  the  workhouse  for  the  purpose  of  becoming“thereby  qualified 
to  be  an  emigrant  ? v ^ 

No,  not  in  her  particular  case  ; but  I have  consulted  the  Commissioners  as  to 
whether  parties  who  had  been  in  the  workhouse,  and  had  gone  out,  and  had 
come  in  again,  were  eligible. 

2466.  Do  you  know  who  the  Relieving  Officer  was  who  recommended  Foley  for 
admission  as  a fitting  object  for  relief,  as  a destitute  person,  after  she  had  applied 
to  Captain  Henry  at  Boyle? 

I cannot  say. 


2467.  Plow  long  had  she  been  at  Boyle  at  that  time  ? 

1 cannot  say  how  long  she  had  been  at  Boyle ; but  she  had  been,  I think, 
eight  or  nine  months  in  Mrs.  Phayre’s  service. 


2468.  Can  you  state  through  what  recommendation  and  in  what  manner  she 
got  back  into  the  workhouse  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

I cannot ; for  I think,  as  well  as  I recollect,  she  went  back  into  that  work-, 
house  at  the  time  that  I was  ill ; somewhere  about  December  1848  or  January  1849. 


-469.  You  do  npt  know,  then,  whether  she  got  in  upon  a personal  application, 
or  obtained  admission  by  the  recommendation  of  the  Relieving  Officer  or  in  any 
other  way  r 0 ’ 

I cannot  give  the  Committee  any  evidence  upon  that  subject,  for  I do  not 
know  anything  of  the  facts. 


2470.  Do  you  know  how  she  came  first  to  know  anything  about  this  subiec 
of  emigration  ? • J 

No,  I do  not. 


2471.  Do  you  know  what  intercourse  took  place  between  her  and  Captain 
Henry,  or  anybody  else,  on  the  subject  of  Australian  emigration  ? 
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I da  She  went  herself  to  the  Boyle  workhouse,  and  had  an  interview 
with  Captain  Henry  at  the  Boyle  workhouse.  The  master  of  the  Boyle 
workhouse,  I think,  brought  her  before  Captain  Henry.  On  that  occasion 
I was  not  present. 

2472.  I think  you  stated  that  when  Captain  Henry  came  to  Boyle,  you  had  a 
communication  with  him  upon  the  subject  of  the  selection  of  the  emigrants  ? 

I did.  ° 


2473.  How  is  that  consistent  with  the  statement  that  you  have  just  now  made 

that  when  Foley  left  Boyle  to  return  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  workhouse,  you 
were  ill  and  confined  ? J 

Because  she  did  not  leave  Boyle  immediately.  I recollect  the  very  day  that 
the  emigrants  left  Boyle  for  Dublin,  after  Captain  Henry  had  been  to  see  them 
and  inspect  them,  previously  to  emigration.  I went  on  to  Longford  to  procure 
accommodation  for  them  at  the  workhouse,  and  with  the  intent  of  going  to 
Dublin;  but  I was  taken  ill  at  Longford,  and  was  obliged  to  return  to  my  own 
place,  where  I found  that  I was  likely  to  be  laid  up  for  some  time  with  fever. 

2474.  At  the  time  that  this  suggestion  was  made  to  Foley,  as  to  her  returning 
to  the  workhouse  at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  I think  you  stated  that  Mrs.  Phavre 
had  already  decided  to  part  with  lier  ? 

She  had  decided  to  part  with  her  merely  on  these  grounds,  that  she  did 
not  wish  to  stand  between  her  and  what  she  considered  the  interest  of  the  girl. 

2475.  Have  you  not  stated  that  the  reason  why  Mrs.  Phayre  wished  to  »et 
nd  of  hei  servant  was,  that  her  husband  was  likely  to  lose  your  employment' 

I believe  he  had  left  my  employment  at  the  time. 


2476.  What  was  the  cause  of  his  separation  from  you? 

He  was  my  clerk  under  the  British  Relief  Association,  and  at  the  winding 
up  of  those,  proceedings  I employed  him  for  a few  weeks,  I think,  in  distributing 
seed,  for  which  the  Quakers’  Society  in  Dublin  undertook  to  pay  him  at  the 
same  rate  that  I had  paid  him  as  clerk  under  the  British  Relief  Association : and 
he  contmued  on  for,  I think,  four  weeks  with  me,  after  the  proceedings  under  the 
Lntish  Rehef  Association,  and  had  been  paid  by  the  Relief  Society  of  Quakers 
in  Dublin  • after  that,  he  was  employed  as  assistant  clerk  occasionally  in  the 
workhouse  of  Boyle. 


2477.  During  which  period  was  it,  then,  that  Catherine  Foley  left 
During  the  time  that  he  was  assistant  clerk  at  Boyle. 

2478.  At  the  time  when  his  emplovment  was  occasional  ? 

Yes. 


his  service  ? 


2479.  Was  she  an  orphan  girl? 

I really  cannot  ascertain  more  than  I have  heard,  whether  she  had  lost  both 
parents  or  one ; I believe  she  had  Inst  both  ; it  was  stated  so ; in  that  country 
they  call  persons  orphans  who  have  lost  one  parent  only,  but  I believe  she  had 


2480.  Was  any  interpretation  put  upon  the  word  f 
tration  of  the  Poor  Law  ? 


orphan  ” in  the  adminis- 


No;  whenever  we  had  any  doubt  I was  called  upon  to  make  a statement  • and 
hen,  after  each  name,  I stated  what  I ascertained  to  be  the  fact,  whether  both 
parents  or  one  was  dead. 


2481.  What  was  her  age? 
Probably  about  20. 


2482.  Were  you  aware  of  any  intention  on  the  part  of  this  girl 
cedently  to  go  as  an  emigrant  to  America  ? 

Never  ; 1 never  heard  it  mentioned. 


at  a time  ante- 


2483.  You  are  aware  of  the  evidence  that  has  been  given;  was  there  anv  eift 
of  money  on  your  part  to  this  girl  ? ° 

Not  that  I am  aware  of.  I have  some  recollection  of  having  been  directed  bv 
Mrs.  Phayre,  who  was  unable  to  pay  her  her  wages  at  the  time  she  left  her  to 
be  the  hearer  of  her  wages,  which  1 paid  her  on  receiving  a sum  of  41.,  I think 
from  the  Quakers ; and  as  I was  going  to  Carrick  from  Boyle,  I have  some 

recollection 
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recollection  of  Mrs.  Pliayre  having  handed  me  some  few  shillings  which  she  «aid  /»«*»•  r m 

;t,Zdv;>n?a.  theTgirl  was  *** a™y>  **  SBiSt 

T Wo  1 i!°  -61 ’ I ,ca;nnot  speak  positively  whether  I did  so  or  did  not,  but  4th  June  1850. 
1 have  a recollection  of  being  asked  to  do  so  by  Mrs.  Phayre.  

onyrnt  alcmntT  “°  reColleCtion  of  “V  m<mey  b™g  S'«m  to  her  hy  yourself, 

I am  quite  certain  that  I never  gave  her  any  money  on  my  account  • I did 
give  money  to  a great  many  parties,  but  not  of  her  description ; they  were  par- 
ties that  were  ineligible  to  receive  relief  under  the  Poor  Laws,  and  they  were 
parties  in  urgent  distress  : both  I and  Mrs.  Wynne  gave  money  to  a very  con- 
siderable extent,  part  onr  own,  and  part  what  we  had  received  from  our  friends 
for  that  purpose. 

neSfnt'  Td'S  for  <=ame  from  persons  with  family  con- 

fute ;i*d  the  applications  come  for  relief  to  the  Guardians  from  the  wife  of 
the  family,  or  from  the  head  of  the  family,  the  husband? 

sarvTh^rtl^R^w  " n Jnd  “i"5??®8  from  the  huiand ; but  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  Relieving  Officer  should  state  the  entire  of  the  family:  he  was 

.Smili  his  “I  entoe  °f  *he  femi,y’  and  if  he  ^member Tf 

tnat  family,  his  report  was  incorrect.  J 

2486.  You  did  not,  of  course,  give  relief  to  the  wife  without  inquirin'*  if  the 
question  was  controverted,  into  the  circumstances  of  the  husband ^ °’ 

Undoubtedly  not. 

•r  48ui  In.the  case  ?f  DiUon’  Ilow  did  il  happen  that  relief  was  given  to  the 
wife  w,  hout  an  exam, nation  of  the  husband ; did  you  send  for  him  > 

the  husband  was  examined,  and  sent  for  on  more  occasions  than  one  • and  his 
evidence  was  to  the  same  effect  as  hers.  ’ 

Ye8s!'he^in0t  *he  lmsband  an  "PPhaant  with  the  wife  in  that  ease? 

whi?ind~eou  stf  &ri‘st  zrtance8  f the  ^’s  - 

her?  J uruaraians  to  apply  a special  examination  to 

The  R £ aftnWa/df  t0 

in  consequence  of  some  misuXstanZg  o ’"“ff  ,aud  tbat> 

ii^g°  oicrind  “y  rum" iwd 

an  exceedingly  had  1 . 

be  vtst°edlaherh?ere  CmB*M  With  Some  P1^  ‘hat  was  supposed  to 

*—n  °f  a *“*» *■*  ~ -*>  * 

ship4o9ver  that  land  5'°U  diSCOVered  the  wife  e™™g  rights  of  owner- 

of  cases  rfZt  sort  8810n  amhat  tIme  01  not  There  were  a number 

on  ‘the  7ubyectr  and  aasCaSe’  08  ‘heTmh 

(170.8.1  J d Case  whl0t  had  underg0I“0  investigation  by  the  Vice- 
B B 4 Guardians 
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Guardians  and  myself  several  times  during  the  summer  and  harvest,  and  in 
which  the  fraud  was  only  discovered  by  finding  the  parties  in  their  garden  in  the 
following  harvest. 

2494.  Inasmuch  as  the  law  does  not  require  a surrender  of  the  possession,  but 
only  a cessation  of  the  occupation ; is  there  anything  to  prevent,  in  point  of 
law,  a party  sowing  a field  with  corn,  ceasing  to  occupy  that  field  till  harvest 
and  then  becoming  entitled  to  relief  by  the  cessation  of  occupation,  and  then 
afterwards  resuming  occupation  when  harvest  came  again  ? 

I do  not  think  that,  in  point  of  law,  there  is.  I think  that  the  Quarter  Acre 
Clause  was  one  that  produced  very  great  difficulties,  and  it  was  utterly  impos- 
sible to  deal  with  it  practically. 

2495.  You  have  stated  that  you  were  in  the  fever  in  the  commencement  of 
January  1849? 

I was. 

2496.  Do  vou  know  Mr.  Spratt? 

Yes. 

2497.  Who  was  he  ? 

He  was  a Vice-Guardian  at  the  Boyle  Union. 

2498.  In  the  minutes  of  the  Guardians  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  I find  it 
stated,  that  on  the  27th,  “ Mr.  Spratt  arrived  about  2 o’clock  from  the  Boyle 
Union,  and  consulted  with  his  colleague who  was  he  ? 

I think  Mr.  Robinson. 

2499.  “ Consulted  with  his  colleague  and  Captain  Wynne,  Inspector,  on 
several  subjects  connected  with  the  Union,  signed  cheques,  and  examined  the 
books  j”  were  you  present  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  on  that  day? 

I think  it  is  probable  that  I was  ; I stated  in  my  evidence,  that  at  the  end  of 
January,  when  recovering  from  the  fever,  I had  attended  at  Carrick-on-Shannon 
in  a close  carriage ; I recollect  the  circumstance  perfectly  well ; Mr.  Spratt 
accompanied  me ; I merely  went  into  the  Board-room,  and  came  away  in  a few 
hours  afterwards  ; that  was  the  27th. 

2500.  Do  you  recollect  being  there  on  the  25th  ? 

No,  I do  not- 

2501.  " Mr.  Robinson  attended  in  the  Board-room  from  half-past  10  o’clock 
to  half-past  5 o’clock,  making  out  his  report  to  the  Commissioners  with  reference 
to  their  circular  of  the  16tli  instant,  No.  49,  M.  49.  Mr.  Spratt  arrived  from 
Boyle,  and  read  letters,  &c._.  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  made  notes  thereon,  con- 
sulting with  his  colleague  and  Captain  Wynne,  Inspector that  was  the  25th  ; 
do  you  remember  being  there  that  day  ? 

1 cannot  recollect  the  dates  exactly,  but  on  the  1 7th  I positively  state  that 
I was  not  able  to  leave  my  room,  and  did  not  leave  my  room. 

2502.  Did  you  not  say  that  you  were  ill  for  three  weeks  afterwards  ? 

I think  it  was  six  weeks  altogether,  but  whether  it  was  after  or  before,  I cannot 
exactly  say ; I think  I stated,  that  before  I had  anything  like  recovered,  1 got 
into  a close  carriage,  and  went  over  to  the  Board-room,  and  came  back  imme- 
diately, or  after  a few  hours. 

2508.  Did  you  mean  that  to  apply  to  the  three  weeks  subsequently? 

It  might  have  taken  place  within  the  three  weeks ; it  is  impossible  that  I can 
recollect  dates. 

2504.  Were  you  able  to  resume  your  functions  as  Inspector  at  Boyle,  where 
you  resided,  after  your  illness,  before  you  were  able  to  resume  them  at  Carrick- 
on-Shannon,  which  was  more  distant,  and  where  the  difficulty  of  attendance 
would  have  been  greater  ? 

No,  I do  not  think  I was  ; I took  the  first  opportunity  of  going  to  Carrick ; 

I had  gone  out  too  soon,  and  was  thrown  back  into  a relapse  by  going  out 
sooner  than  I ought  to  have  done. 

2505.  Do  you  recollect  a complaint  that  was  made  against  you  by  Mr.  Kirk- 
wood? 

Ido. 

2506.  Do 
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2506.  Do  you  recollect  the  nature  of  that  complaint?  Captain  E.  Wynne. 

Yes ; it  was  to  the  effect  that  “ the  workhouse  had  been  converted  into  a den  .th  June  l850. 

of  infamy,  particularly  by  the  Inspector ; and  that,  not  content  with  that,  he  * 

brought  those  improper  characters  to  his  gate  that,  I think,  was  the  purport 
of  the  complaint. 

2507.  Do  you  recollect  meeting  any  improper  person  at  Mr.  Kirkwood’s 
plantation  in  the  month  of  June  1848  ? 

1 do ; but  whether  the  party  was  improper  or  the  reverse,  I cannot  state. 

2508.  How  did  you  become  acquainted  with  this  charge  that  Mr.  Kirkwood 
brought  against  you  ? 

1 had  a communication  that  was  sent  to  me,  with  a reference  sheet  from  the 
Commissioners,  for  my  observations. 

2509.  Having  received  that  from  them,  what  course  did  you  take  in  relation 
to  it  ? 

T.  called  upon  the  Chaplains  of  the  workhouse  to  give  me  a certificate,  em- 
bodying their  opinions  as  to  whether  the  charges,  which  I conceived  to  be  of  a 
public  nature,  were  well-founded  or  the  reverse ; and  I submitted  those  replie 
to  the  Commissioners,  together  with  my  observations  on  the  case. 

2510.  Did  the  Commissioners  send  you  down  a copy  of,  or  the  original  letter 
of  Mr.  Kirkwood  ? 

The  original  letter. 

2511.  Had  you  any  communication  with  Mr.  Kirkwood  on  the  subject? 

Yes  ; I waited  on  him  immediately. 

2512.  Did  he  admit  that  that  was  his  letter  ; and  did  he  admit  the  responsi- 
bility under  which  he  had  written  it  ? 

Yes,  he  tacitly  admitted  it;  but  I could  not  extract  from  him  by  any  means 
in  my  power  an  answer  to  the  question  which  I put,  namely,  “ Is  this  your  hand- 
writing, Mr.  Kirkwood,  and  what  authority  have  you  for  making  this  statement  ?” 

2513.  You  put  that  question  to  him  distinctly? 

Yes,  two  or  three  or  four  or  five  times. 

2514.  And  you  obtained  from  him  no  distinct  answer,  either  of  denial  or  of 
affirmance  ? 

I will  state  precisely  what  he  stated  to  me.  He  said,  “ Captain  Wynne,  you 
are  come  here  to  quarrel  with  me ; 1 cannot  fight  you ; 1 am  bound  over  ; the 
gentlemen  of  the  county  will  state  that  I am  bound  over ; but  my  son  shall  fight 
you.”  I stated,  “Mr.  Kirkwood,  I am  a public  officer,  and  have  not  come  here 
for  the  purpose  of  fighting ; I have  come  here  to  ascertain  from  you  if  this  is 
your  handwriting,  and  on  what  grounds  you  have  made  this  charge  against  my 
public  and  official  character,  as  well  as  my  private  character.”  And  he  repeated 
precisely  what  I have  stated.  I repeated  the  question  two  or  three  times,  and 
the  only  answer  I could  get  from  him  was,  “ I cannot  fight  you;  I am  bound 
over ; the  gentlemen  of  the  county  will  state  that  I am  bound  over ; but  my 
son  shall  fight  you.”  I then  stated,  “ Your  conduct  is  that  of  a madman,  a 
maniac,  and  I must  treat  you  as  such.  I wish  you  good  morning.”  Whether  I 
was  right  or  wrong  in  that,  I state  the  full  and  true  account  of  what  took  place ; 
and,  under  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  when  I returned,  I sent  by  that  night’s 
post  my  report  to  the  Commissioners,  in  which  I reverted  to  the  opinion  I had 
formed  of  Mr.  Kirkwood. 

2515.  That  he  was  mad? 

Yes. 

2516.  1 suppose  that  a letter  of  that  kind,  written  by  Mr.  Kirkwood,  and 
conveying  such  a grievous  imputation  upon  yourself,  is  tolerably  fresh  in  your 
memory  ? 

Perfectly  fresh. 

2517.  Did  that  letter  contain  any  specific  charge  of  improper  intercourse 
between  you  and  any  of  the  female  paupers  under  your  charge,  or  was  it  in  general 
terms  ? 

It  was  in  general  terms;  and  in  such  terms  as  would  not  enable  me  to  fasten 
any  charge  upon  him,  because  it  had  previously  become  a question  mooted  in 
(170. 8.)  C C the 
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Wy me.  the  workhouse,  whether  it  was  right  and  proper  to  admit  women  of  immoral 
8 c*iaracters,  or  prostitutes  upon  the  street,  and  I communicated  with  the  Com- 
missioners  upon  the  subject.  I thought  it  was  right  and  proper,  and  that  we 
could  not  prevent  them  coming  in;  and  the  tenor  of  Mr.  Kirkwood’s  letter  was 
such,  that  it  might  have  alluded  to  that  practice  which  I myself  had  advocated, 
seeing  that  it  was  the  law  ; and  I was  under  the  impression  at  first,  that  that  was 
the  subject-matter  to  which  he  alluded.  With  regard  to  bringing  women, 
“ tho?e  improper  characters  to  his  gate,”  that  I could  not  have  fastened  upon 
him  either,  because  I was  followed  everywhere  I went  to  by  women  of  every 
description  of  character  ; and  he  did  not,  in  his  letter,  allege  any  thing  of  im- 
proper conduct  on  my  part  on  that  occasion.  He  merely  stated,  that  I had 
brought  “ these  improper  women  to  his  gate there  was  nothing  specific  in  it ; 
there  was  no  specific  charge  whatever. 

2518.  I presume,  in  this  interview  with  Mr.  Kirkwood,  there  was  nobodv 

present  when  you  talked  about  fighting?  J 

I do  not  think  there  was  any  other  person  present.  I assure  your  Lordships 
that  that  was  the  only  reply  that  I was  able  to  extract  from  Mr.  Kirkwood  in 
the  space  of  a quarter  of  an  hour  or  20  minutes. 

2519.  And  Mr.  Kirkwood  never  admitted  to  you  at  that  meeting  that  that 
letter  came  from  him,  or  that  it  was  his  handwriting  ? 

I do  not  state  that ; he  tacitly  admitted  that  it  was,  but  I only  state  that  I 
could  get  no  answer.  The  fact  of  his  apologising  for  not  being  able  to  fight  me, 
and  his  statement  that  his  son  would  fight  me,  was  a tacit  admission  of  his 
having  written  the  letter. 

2520.  But  there  was  no  direct  admission  r 
No. 

2521.  He  did  not  state,  “ That  is  my  handwriting,  and  I am  ready  to  prove  it 
-in  any  place  ” ? 

No,  nothing  of  the  sort. 

2522.  Was  this  the  letter  : “ Both  as  a payer  of  poor-rates  to  a large  amount 
and  as  a magistrate,  I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
poor-house,  which  I understand  is  turned  into  a den  of  infamy,  particularly  so 
by  the  Inspector,  Captain  Wynne;  and,  not  contenr  with  that,  lie  brings  those 
Dad  characters  to  my  gate,  and  which  I have  positive  proof  of.  I would  not  he 
surprised  if  the  Union  rebelled  against  the  rates,  when  they  are  turned  to  such 
use  ” ? 

That  was  the  letter. 

2523.  That  was  the  whole  of  it  ? 

Yes. 

2524.  Was  that  the  first  time  that  you  were  aware  of  Mr.  Kirkwood  having 
made  any  complaint  against  you  ? 

Yes;  I really  did  not  know  that  such  a man  was  in  existence;  I had  never 
seen  him  ; but,  on  looking  over  my  letters,  I found  an  application  from  him  for 
relief  for  one  of  his  tenants,  which  was  out-door  relief. 

2525.  When  was  that? 

It  was  prior  to  that. 

2526.  How  long  prior  to  that? 

I cannot  say ; 1 have  his  letter. 

The  same  is  read,  as  follows : 

Dear  Sir,  Lakeview,  21  February  1 848. 

I will  be  much  obliged  by  your  having  the  bearer  and  her  family  put  on  the  out-door 
relief  at  Killucan.  Her  husband  has  a house  from  me,  and  is  a tradesman,  but  can’t  vet 
work.  ° 

And  am  yours  very  truly, 

Wynne,  Esq.  Thob  Kirkwood. 

2527.  What  is  the  date  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Kirkwood,  first  alluded  to  r 
June  29th,  1848. 

2528.  The 
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2528.  The  letter  just  read,  dated  21st  February  1848,  is  -written  in  terms  of  Captain  E.  Wynne. 
familiar  intercourse ; were  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Kirkwood  at  that  time  ? 


I was  not ; I had  never  seen  him,  and  never  heard  of  him. 


4th  June  1850. 


2529.  What  reply  did  you  send  to  that  letter  ? 

As  well  as  I can  recollect,  as  a matter  of  course,  I refused  to  give  relief,  on 
the  grounds  stated. 

2530.  Had  you  any  subsequent  communication  with  him  ? 

Never,  of  any  sort. 

2531.  Then  the  first  time  that  you  heard  of  Mr.  Kirkwood,  after  having 
received  that  letter  from  him,  was  when  you  received  notice  of  the  complaint 
that  he  made  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? 

Yes.  I never  could  ascertain  that  he  had  made  any  inquiry  as  to  the  facts 
stated  in  that  letter. 


2532.  When  you  communicated  this  complaint  to  the  Chaplains,  you  commu- 
nicated it  to  them  publicly,  in  their  official  capacity,  did  you  not  ? 

Yes. 


2533.  Therefore  it  could  not  be  but  matter  of  notoriety  to  the  other  officers  of 
the  workhouse  ; are  you  aware  whether  it  was  known  to  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

I am  not  certain  ; I believe  it  was  known,  because  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians 
wrote  to  me  on  the  subject ; it  was  known  to  the  Vice-Guardians. 

2534.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  similar  reference  contemporaneously  was 
made,  or  subsequently,  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

I am  not  aware. 

2535.  Did  you  obtain  any  reply  at  the  time  to  that  communication,  enclosing 
the  certificates  of  the  Chaplains  ? 

I am  not  aware  that  I did  ; I think  they  sent  me  a copy  of  the  letter  which 
they  sent  to  Mr.  Kirkwood. 

2536.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  gate  of  Mr.  Kirkwood  ? 

I am. 

2537.  Were  you  aware  that  that  was  the  place  of  his  residence  at  the  time  he 
wrote  that  letter  to  you  ? 

I was  unacquainted  with  either  his  place  or  his  person,  and  I was  not  aware 
that  such  a man,  except  from  this  letter,  was  in  existence. 

2538.  When  you  state  that  you  know  the  gate,  do  you  mean  that  you  merely 
knew  it  after  you  had  gone  to  visit  him  ? 

Yes. 

2539.  Is  it  a gate  on  the  public  road? 

Yes,  it  is. 

2540.  That  being  a gate  on  the  public  road,  was  it  a gate  into  which  parties 
could  retire  for  concealment ; is  there  a gate-house  ? 

Yes,  there  is,  but  I do  not  believe  that  it  is  inhabited  ; that  was  the  only  time 
I have  ever  been  there,  and  I know  nothing  whatsoever  about  the  place. 

2541.  In  this  letter  of  Mr.  Kirkwood’s,  dated  the  29th  of  June  1848,  he 
makes  use  of  these  expressions — he  says,  “ Not  content  with  that,  he  brings 
those  bad  characters  to  my  gate,  and  which  I have  positive  proof  of I think  in 
one  of  your  last  answers  you  intimated  that  you  could  give  a complete  expla- 
nation of  whatever  was  alluded  to  in  that  passage  ? 

Yes. 


2542.  Have  the  goodness  to  do  so  ? 

It  was  at  the  time  that  we  had  received  instructions  from  the  Boundary  Com- 
missioners to  make  suggestions  to  them  as  to  any  alterations  in  the  boundaries 
of  the  Unions  or  Electoral  Divisions,  which  we  might  deem  expedient  and 
advisable ; and  on  this  day  alluded  to,  I was  on  that  duty : I stopped  at  Mr. 
Kirkwood’s  gate  ; I handed  my  horse  to  some  parties,  I forget  whether  male  or 
female,  in  the  house,  and  I immediately  proceeded  to  make  my  investigation  ; 
in  the  first  place,  I proceeded  to  the  top  of  the  pier  of  the  gate. 

(1 70. 8.)  c c 2 2543.  Do 
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Captain  E.  Wynne. 
4th  June  1850. 


2543.  Do  you  mean  persons  inhabiting  the  lodge  ? 

Yes.  I then  got  upon  the  pier  of  the  gate  in  order  that  I might  have  a view. 
I had  my  map  with  me,  and  I had  paper.  I got  down,  and  I walked  up  the 
avenue  a little,  and  through  the  plantation,  to  a high  ditch  at  the  back  of  the 
plantation,  where  there  was  another  view  to  be  had.  I came  back  again  into  the 
avenue,  and  I walked  on  to  the  gate,  where  I reclaimed  my  horse. 

2544.  What  time  of  the  day  was  this  ? 

About  one  or  two  o’clock  in  the  day-time. 

2545.  How  many  persons  were  with  you  at  that  time? 

I really  cannot  state  the  number ; but  there  was  one  woman  in  the  avenue  who 
can  be  produced,  and  she  had  left  the  others  outside,  and  she  came  in  to  me  to 
make  a request ; the  nature  of  the  request  was  this,  that  she  had  a certificate  of 
her  passage  being  paid  from  Liverpool  to  America,  and  that  she  had  no  means  of 
getting  to  Liverpool,  and  as  I had  assisted  other  parties  under  similar  circum- 
stances, she  applied  to  me  for  assistance ; and  I directed  her  to  attend  on  the 
following  day  at  Carrick-on-Shannon ; that  I would  give  her  some  assistance 
myself,  and  I would  endeavour  to  procure  from  the  Yice-Guardians,  from  their 
own  private  purses,  a further  help  to  carry  out  her  object.  She  did  accordingly 
attend  the  following  day,  and  I gave  her  money  ; the  exact  amount  I cannot  say, 
or  the  exact  amount  of  the  subscriptions  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ; I think  they 
paid  a proportion,  and  it  amounted  to  10  s.  or  12  s.,  to  bring  her  to  Liverpool. 

2546.  Can  you  say  at  all  what  number  of  people  there  were  about  the  gate  at 
that  time  ? 

I think  four  or  five.  Whenever  I stopped  a moment  upon  any  part  of  my 
district,  I was  surrounded  by  crowds ; and  it  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed  that  a 
man  looked  after  in  that  way  would  be  guilty  of  such  insane  conduct — such  an 
atrocious  act — such  a barefaced  and  ridiculous  act,  as  has  been  attributed  to  me 
on  that  occasion,  at  12  or  1 o’clock  in  the  day. 

2547.  What  was  the  woman’s  name? 

I really  cannot  state ; I understand  that  she  can  be  produced. 

2548.  Who  told  you  that  she  could  be  produced  ? 

I will  state,  if  the  Committee  require  it ; but  I have  promised  not  to  state  that, 
as  the  party  is  connected  with  the  Union  ; and  he  fears  that  he  may  suffer,  if  it 
be  discovered  that  he  took  any  part  in  my  behalf. 

2549.  In  what  way  ? 

'It  is  an  officer  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  who  has  stated  it  to  me,  and 
I promised  that  officer  not  to  state  his  name. 

2550.  You  have  stated  that  the  money  was  given  to  this  woman  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  her  emigration  ; did  she  go  to  Liverpool  in  consequence  ? 

I am  informed  that  she  went  to  London,  and  returned  again.  It  was  altogether 
out  of  my  own  pocket,  which  I conceived  I might  do  as  I pleased  with. 

2551.  Are  you  aware  that  at  that  time,  when  you  and  the  Vice-Guardians,  as 
an  act  of  charity,  supplied  her  with  means  to  go  to  England,  she  was  a recipient 
of  relief  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  ? 

I never  was  aware  that  she  received  relief  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union ; 
but  1 have  since  ascertained  from  the  party  I allude  to,  that  she  had  received 
relief  twice ; but  she  was  not  a recipient  of  relief,  generally  speaking.  I have  a 
reason  for  withholding  the  name  of  the  woman. 

2552.  When  you  stated  that  Mr.  Kirkwood  was  mad,  was  that  on  account  of 
the  conduct  he  exhibited  on  the  occasion  to  which  you  alluded  ? 

Yes;  and  that  was  my  conscientious  belief. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  till  Monday  next, 

One  o’clock. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS  OF  CARRICK-ON-SHANNON  UNION.  205 


Die  Lunce>  10°  Junii  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 


Evidence  on  the 
Pelition  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Union  of 
Carrick-on- 
Shannon. 


HARMER  DEVEREUX  SPRATT,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  examined 
as  follows : 


H.  D.  Spratt , Esq. 
ioth  June  1850. 


2553.  WHERE  do  you  reside  at  present  ? 

Near  the  town  of  Mallow,  in  the  county  of  Cork. 

2554.  Were  you  residing  at  Boyle  in  the  years  1848  and  1849? 
Yes,  I was. 

2555.  Were  you  a Vice-Guardian? 

Yes. 


2556.  Of  what  Union  ? 

The  Union  of  Boyle. 

2557.  Were  you  also  Vice-Guardian  for  any  time,  or  act  as  such,  of  the  Union 
of  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

For  three  weeks,  1 was. 


2558.  Whom  did  you  succeed  ? 

Mr.  O’Reilly. 

2559-  What  was  the  name  of  your  colleague? 
Mr.  Robinson. 


2560.  About  what  month  was  this  ? 

It  was  in  the  month  of  January  1849- 

2561.  Who  was  the  temporary  Inspector  at  that  time  ? 

Captain  Wynne. 

2562.  During  that  time  did  you  reside  at  Boyle,  or  did  you  reside  at  Carrick- 
on-Shannon  ? 

I resided  in  Boyle  during  that  time. 

2563.  Did  you  always  go  home  at  night  to  Boyle  ? 

Always;  I returned  at  night  to  Boyle  from  Carrick-on-Shannon  whenever 
I attended  there  officially. 

2564.  Where  did  the  Inspector,  Captain  Wynne,  reside  at  that  time. 

In  Boyle. 

2565.  On  what  days  did  you  attend  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  workhouse  ? 

I always  attended  on  the  Board  day;  that  was  once  a week ; and  1 attended, 
I think,  on  some  occasions  in  addition. 

2566.  During  the  three  weeks  in  January  ? 

Yes  ; part  of  the  time  was  in  February,  but  principally  in  January. 

2567.  Do  you  remember  the  date  of  your  first  visit  ? 

It  was  on  the  18th  of  January. 


2568.  Who  was  present  on  that  day  ? 

The  Inspector,  Captain  Wynne,  and  Mr.  Robinson,  my  colleague. 

(170.9.)  cc3  2Dby.  was 
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H.  D.  Spratt,  Esq. 
loth  June  1850. 


2569.  Was  Captain  Wynne  present  on  the  18th  of  January  ? 

He  was. 

2570.  In  the  workhouse? 

Yes. 

2571.  That  was  the  first  day  of  your  visit,  was  it? 

Yes. 

2572.  Who  else  was  present  on  that  day  ? 

Mr.  Robinson  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Union,  and  the  Clerk’s  brother,  who  acted 
as  Sub-Clerk ; an  Assistant. 

2573.  Did  Captain  Wynne  accompany  you  from  Boyle  to  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  ? 

He  did. 

2574.  Did  he  return  with  you  in  the  evening? 

He  did. 

2575.  Was  he  in  perfect  health  then? 

By  no  means  ; he  was  very  ill. 

2576.  Ill  of  a fever? 

I cannot  say  what  it  was  ; he  was  unwell ; he  had  had  a wetting  : it  appeared 
to  be  from  the  effects  of  cold.  b 

Yes^  Tliat  WaS  °n  18th  ^ariuaiY’  and-  returne(l  with  you  at  night  ? 


2578.  At  what  time  did  you  leave  the  workhouse  ? 
I think  about  4 o’clock. 


day5?7 9'  y°U  136611  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  workhouse  previously  to  that 

No  ; I am  sure  I never  was  at  the  workhouse  previously  to  that  day. 

2580.  You  are  certain  it  was  the  18th  of  January  when  Captain  Wynne 
accompanied  you  ? r J 

Yes. 


2581.  When  was  your  next  visit  to  the  workhouse  ? 

I certainly  was  at  the  workhouse  on  the  next  Board-day;  and  I might  have 
been  there  before  that ; I think  I was  ; I am  almost  sure  that  I was  there  before 


2582.  The  next  Board-day  would  be  on  the  25th,  would  it  not  ? 
Yes,  seven  days  after  ; I was  there  before  the  25th,  I am  sure. 

2583.  Did  Captain  Wynne  accompany  you  on  that  day  also  ? 
No. 


2584.  He  only  accompanied  you  on  the  Board-day  you  have  mentioned? 


2585.  Did  he  accompany  you  on  the  25th  ? 

No  ; that  was  the  only  day  that  he  accompanied  me  that  I have  mentioned. 

2586.  One  day  ? 

Yes  ; the  first  day  ; the  18th. 

2587.  Did  you  see  him  there  on  the  25th  ? 

I did. 


2588.  But  he  went  by  himself  on  that  day? 
Yes. 


2589.  Not  with  you  in  the  carriage  ? 
No. 


2590.  Did  you  leave  him  there  when  you  left  the  workhouse  ? 

I am  not  positive  whether  I left  him  there  or  not ; I know  that  he  did  not 
remain  long  after  me ; I am  quite  sure  as  to  that. 

2591.  How 
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259 1 .  How  do  you  know  that  ? 

afterwards110*  ; and  if  1 do  not  mistake,  I saw  him  in  Boyl 


207 
e soon 


2592.  Did  he  generally  return  early  ? 

„^He  generally  returned  about  from  four  to  five  o’clock,  when  the  business  was 

2593.  Did  you  see  him  on  the  17th,  the  day  previously  to  the  1 8th ' 

1 am  not  positive  that  I did;  but  I was  in  the  habit  of  seeing  him  almost 
every  day.  ° 

2594.  You  do  not  recollect  seeing  him  on  the  17th? 

I do  not  recollect  it  positively. 

2595.  You  are  not  positive  that  you  did  not  see  him  on  the  17th  ? 

No,  certainly  not;  I was  constantly  in  the  habit  of  asking  for  him,  knowing 
that  he  was  so  ill,  and  I frequently  went  into  his  room. 

2596.  Did  you  know  that  he  was  ill  at  that  period,  previously  to  the  18th  ? 


2597.  On  the  18th  you  consider  him  to  have  been 
res. 


very  ill  ? 


2598.  Was  he  so  unwell  as  not  to  be  able  to  go  to  the  workhouse,  except  in 

close  carriage  ? ’ ^ 

Yes  ; it  appeared  to  me  to  he  a service  of  danger  on  his  part. 

2599.  That  was  on  the  18th  ? 

Yes. 


2600.  How  long  had  he  been  ill,  to  your  knowledge? 

1 think  that  during  all  the  period  I acted  as  Vice-Guardian,  and  for  a few 
days  before,  he  had  been  extremely  unwell. 

2601.  Though  he  did  attend  at  the  workhouse  ? 

Yes. 


2602.  Had  his  illness 
workhouse  ? 

No. 


occasioned  any  intermission  in  his  attendance  on  the 


2603.  He  attended  every  Board-day  ? 
Yes. 


2604.  He  never  missed  a Board-day,  even  during  the  course 
No,  though  it  was  evidently  injurious  to  his  health. 


of  his  illness  ? 


the  25th ?^°U  aga!n  Visited  the  workll°use  at  a later  date,  did  you  not;  after 
Yes,  I did. 


2606.  Were  you  there  on  the  27th  ? 

iveTeen0t  P°Sit‘Te  that  1 was  ’ J do  not  recoll«:t  1 it  is  very  likely  that  I might 


2607.  You  generally  went  twice  a week  ? 

Yes,  for  three  weeks  I did ; I am  sure  I was  there  twice  each  week, 
present  ? °n  ^ th°S6  OCCasions  do  you  recollect  whether  Captain  Wynne  was 
On  every  Board-day  he  was  present,  certainly. 

can-ke  ?The  18th  W&S  the  °nly  day  0n  which  he  acc°mpanied  you  in  the 
Yes. 

2610.  At  that  time  he  was  very  ill,  and  he  returned  with  you  ? 

He  did.  and  was  very  ill. 

2611.  That  was  your  first  visit  ? 

YeB. 

(170. 9.)  cc  4 2612.  You 
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H.  V.  Spr,it,E*q.  2612.  You  saw  him  there  again  on  the  25th,  but  he  did  not  accompany  you 
loth  June  1850.  carnage?  1 yy 

— carria  ' “ WaS  there  °n  the  25th’  but  be  did  not  accomPa“y  me  in  the 

2613.  The  Board  met  once  a week,  did  they  not? 

Yes. 

y°u  aware  that  attended  the  Board-days  previously 

I am  aware  that  he  did,  because  I knew  him  so  well  in  his  habits  that  he 
was  always  absent  from  Boyle  on  the  Board-day,  and  he  requested  that  we  mieht 
, atl|e  Board-day  in  Boyle,  in  order  to  suit  his  convenience  ; he  could  not 
attend  at  Garrick  and  at  Boyle  on  the  same  day,  because  the  Board-days  were 
tne  same.  J 

2615.  You  draw  that  inference  merely  from  his  habits,  not  from  any  positive 
knowledge  you  have  of  his  having  been  there  ? 

I never  saw  him  there,  because  I was  not  there  myself. 

2616.  At  what  time  do  you  consider  his  illness  to  have  begun  ? 

It  might  have  been,  perhaps,  a week;  it  must  have  been  a week;  it  mieht 
have  been  10  days  before  the  18th. 


2617.  During  that  time,  was  there  a Board-day  at  Boyle  ? 
There  must  have  been. 


2618.  Did  he  attend  that  Board- day  ? 

I rather  think  not  j I am  not  positive  upon  that  subject. 

2619.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  ever  was  so  unwell  as  not  to  have  at- 
tended the  Board-day  at  Boyle  ? 

I am  not  sure.  He  did  not  pay  that  attention  to  Boyle  that  he  did  to  Carrick 
and  that  might  have  prevented  him  attending ; he  thought  his  attendance  was 
more  required  at  Carrick,  and  that  induced  him,  at  a risk,  to  go  to  Carrick  and 
to  attend  the  Board  there,  when,  perhaps,  he  thought  it  unnecessary  to  attend 
at  Boyle.  J 


2620.  You  say  that  you  saw  him 
I did. 


frequently  during  his  illness  ? 


2621.  Was  he  confined  to  his  bed  ? 

No  ; I cannot  say  that  he  was,  but  he  was  lying  on  a sofa. 

2622.  Confined  to  his  room? 

Yes. 


2623.  What  was  the  matter  with  him  ? 

He  got  a very  heavy  wetting,  and  I understood  it  was  from  that. 

2624.  He  had  no  fever,  had  he  ? 

He  appeared  to  have  fever ; he  appeared  to  be  very  feverish  indeed. 

2625.  Do  you  know  of  his  ever  having  been  absent  from  Boyle  at  night 
during  the  month  of  January? 

No  ; I am  not  aware  that  he  was. 

2626.  He  might  have  been  absent  without  your  knowledge  at  night? 

Yes,  he  might,  though  I think  it  rather  unlikely ; I lived  so  near  him,  I knew 
him  so  well,  and  his  habits.  Almost  always,  I knew  when  he  was  at  home  and 
when  lie  was  not ; l was  so  much  in  the  habit  of  seeing  him  both  officially  and 
privately. 

2627.  And  you  do  not  recollect  any  night  on  which  he  passed  the  night  at 
Carrick,  instead  of  returning  to  Boyle,  during  the  month  of  January  ? 

No ; I do  not. 

2628.  It  might  have  happened  without  your  knowledge? 

It  might,  possibly. 

2629.  On 
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2629.  On  your  visits  to  the  workhouse  at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  during  the  H.  D.  Sprutt , Af 

three  months  that  you  acted  as  Vice-Guardian,  were  any  complaints  made  to  — — 

you  by  any  of  the  officers  of  the  workhouse  ? 10th  June  1850, 

N o ; certainly  not.  * 

2630.  None? 

None.  If  any  were  made,  they  must  have  been  of  an  insignificant  character; 
veiy  insignificant ; because  if  any  complaint  had  been  made  of  a serious  nature, 
or  anything  bordering  on  a serious  nature,  I should  have  recollected  it  now. 

2631.  Do  you  remember  who  was  matron  at  that  time  ? 

Yes  ; I think  it  was  Mrs.  Kelly. 

2632.  Did  you  receive  any  reports  from  her  with  regard  to  the  female  wards  ? 

No ; I do  not  think  she  could  have  reported  anything  of  a serious  nature ; 

the  reports  are  made  on  every  Board- day,  a number  of  them  ; every  officer  makes 
a report. 

2633.  You  recollect  nothing  in  her  reports  with  regard  to  the  female  wards  ? 

I know  there  Was  some  little  difference  between  her  and  the  master ; they  did 
not  appear  to  have  agreed. 

2634.  You  do  not  recollect  anything  serious  in  the  nature  of  the  reports  one 
against  another  ? 

No. 

2635.  Do  you  know  a person  of  the  name  of  Bridget  Gibbons  ? 

I do  not  know  her  by  name ; I fancy  I do  know  her  very  well ; I do  not  know' 
her,  at  least,  very  well ; I think  there  was  a nurse  there  who  was  at  one  time 
before  the  Board  about  some  matter  ; I do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  same 
person  cr  not. 

2636.  You  say  the  nurse  was  before  the  Board;  was  that  on  a complaint, 
and  to  be  reprimanded  ? 

Yes. 

2637.  Do  you  recollect  what  that  reprimand  was  for  ? 

No  ; I do  not  recollect  the  circumstance  ; indeed,  I know  that  Captain 
Wynne  was  present  on  that  occasion,  and  he  took  down  some  evidence  upon  the 
subject ; and  he  appeared  to  be  so  unwell  that  he  could  scarcely  get  through  the 
business. 

2638.  That  was  in  the  month  of  January  ? 

Yes. 

2639.  Was  it  a complaint  against  Mr.  Rutherford,  the  doctor? 

It  was  ; now  I remember. 

2640.  Do  you  recollect  the  nature  of  her  complaint  against  Dr.  Rutherford?' 

I think  it  was  that  he  attempted  to  take  some  improper  liberties  with  her, 

and  that  lie  was  drunk ; I think  that  was  the  charge. 

. 2641.  Bridget  Gibbons,  at  least  the  nurse  that  was  before  the  Board,  ac- 
cused Dr.  Rutherford  of  attempting  to  take  liberties  with  her,  and  of  being 
drunk,  and  there  was  an  investigation  into  that  case? 

Yes. 

2642.  Was  Dr.  Rutherford  dismissed  in  consequence  ? 

He  was. 

2643.  The  case  was  sufficiently  proved  ? 

Yes ; and  after  it  was  reported  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  he  was  dis- 
missed. 

2644.  Did  she  make  any  complaint  against  any  of  the  other  officers? 

I think  there  was  some  difference,  which  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  of  a serious 
character,  between  her  and  the  master;  it  was  connected  with  the  classification, 

I think. 

2645.  It  was  not  between  Bridget  Gibbons  and  the  master? 

No,  I was  alluding  to  the  matron. 

(170.9.)  D D 2646.  Did 
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2646.  Did  you  ever  know  the  matron  to  he  drunk  during  the  time  vou  were 
there  1 

No,  I never  did. 

2647.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  Captain  Wynne  having  taken  a glass  too  much? 

Never. 

2648.  From  his  habits,  do  you  know  him  to  be  extremely  sober? 

From  his  habits,  I know  him  to  be  extremely  sober  always  ; it  was  one  of  the 
last  things  I should  have  believed  of  him,  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  drinking. 

2649.  During  the  time  that  you  were  Vice-Guardian,  was  Mistress  Kelly, 
matron,  in  fever  ? 

No,  she  was  not. 

2650.  Was  the  matron  unwell  during  any  time  that  you  were  there  ? 

I think  not ; I was  not  aware  of  it. 

2651.  Did  you  know  a girl  called  Mary  Baker  ? 

No. 

2652.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  anywhere  reported  that  Captain  Wynne  had  been 
in  the  matron’s  bed-room  at  night,  during  the  time  you  were  Vice-Guardian  ? 

I never  heard  it  reported  at  any  time,  until  when  I heard  it  when  the  petition 
from  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Board  was  sent  forward;  I heard  then  that  it 
was  so  reported,  but  I never  heard  it  before  that. 

2653.  Not  till  the  petition  was  printed  ? 

No. 

2654.  Have  you  had  any  communication  with  Captain  Wynne  on  the  subject 
since  then  ? 

No. 

2655.  Nor  with  anybody  else  ? 

No,  with  nobody  else ; I merely  wrote  to  my  colleague  to  say,  among-  other- 
matters,  that  I had  been  summoned  before  this  Committee,  in  a private  letter, 
merely  as  a matter  of  news  to  him. 

2656.  To  what  colleague  do  you  refer  ? 

Mr.  Moon,  my  late  colleague,  in  Boyle. 

2657.  Do  you  recollect  any  complaint  or  statement,  that  the  nurses  were  with- 
drawn from  the  children’s  ward,  and  confined  in  the  female  ward  during  the 
night-time  ? 

I am  not  clear  that  I ever  heard  such  a complaint. 

2658.  You  do  not  recollect  any  such  complaint  ? 

No ; I think  that  during  that  investigation  something  to  that  effect  might 
have  come  out ; I know  there  was  some  difference  as  to  the  nurses ; the  doctor 
seemed  to  think  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  attend  in  the  male  ward  of  the 
hospital,  and  I think  it  was  the  master,  or  some  other  person,  who  objected  to 
the  attendance  of  females  at  all,  even  as  nurses,  in  the  male  ward  of  the 
hospital. 

2659.  Did  Captain  Wynne  object  to  that? 

No,  I cannot  say  that  he  did,  though  I know  he  was  always  anxious  to  main- 
tain a classification  among  the  paupers  in  both  workhouses ; and  he  might,  in 
consequence  of  that  anxiety,  have  let  fall  some  wish  upon  the  matter. 

2660.  But  you  never  heard  of  the  children  being  left  without  their  nurses  for 
an  entire  night  ? 

I never  did. 

2661.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  children  being  found  dead  in  the  morning  in 
the  ward  ? 

No,  I never  did. 

2662.  If  any  children  had  been  found  dead,  it  would  have  been  reported  to 
you,  would  it  not? 

Certainly. 

2663.  You 
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2663.  You  never  knew  of  instances  of  any  children  being  found  dead  in  the  H.  D.  Spratt,  Esq. 

morning  ? 

loth  June  1850. 

2664.  If  there  had  been  any  children  found  dead,  would  the  minutes  show 
that  circumstance  ? 

They  ought,  and  I am  quite  sure  they  would. 

2665.  As  instances  of  ordinary  mortality  ? 

I think  that  they  would  not  specify  very  particularly  that  those  children  had 
died  as  children ; they  would  give  a return  of  the  number  of  persons  that  had 
died ; the  minutes  are  so  framed  that  the  deaths  are  classified,  showing  that  so 
many  children  had  died  during  the  week  ; so  many  men,  and  so  many  women, 
and  so  on. 

2666.  But  they  would  not  show  the  cause  of  death  ? 

If  it  was  extraordinary,  they  would.  It  would  be  reported  on  the  minutes, 
no  doubt ; any  extraordinary  occurrence  is  made  the  subject  of  a special  report 
on  the  minutes. 

2667.  If  everybody  did  his  duty  ? 

Yes ; I am  presuming  that. 

2668.  You  have  stated  that  the  first  time  you  attended  the  Board  at  Carrick- 
on-Shannon  was  about  the  18th  of  January  1849  ? 

I am  sure  it  was  the  18th. 

2669.  On  that  occasion  you  mentioned  that  Captain  Wynne  was  very  ill  ? 

Yes. 

2670.  How  long  was  it  after  the  18th  that  you  saw  Captain  Wynne;  was  he 
well  when  you  saw  him  there  on  the  25th  ? 

No. 

2671.  Do  you  know  how  he  went  over  to  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

He  went  when  he  went  with  me  in  his  carriage.  Subsequently  he  went,  on 

more  occasions  than  once,  on  an  outside  car. 

2G72.  Are  you  aware  whether,  on  the  25th,  he  went  on  an  outside  car  ? 

I am  sure  he  must  have  gone  on  an  outside  car ; he  must  have  gone  by  some 
vehicle. 

2673.  How  long  had  you  known  Captain  Wynne  previously  to  the  13th. 
before  you  were  appointed  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union? 

I have  only  known  him  since  he  was  temporary  Inspector  of  the  Boyle  Union, 
from  June  or  July  1848. 

2674.  What  was  the  cause  of  your  being  dismissed  from  the  charge  of  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  1 

I was  only  appointed  temporarily  till  the  new  Vice-Guardian  was  appointed  ; 
and  the  Commissioners  stated,  when  I expressed  my  willingness  to  continue  and 
do  as  much  as  1 possibly  could  do,  that  it  was  unusual  with  them  to  have  any 
Vice-Guardian  in  the  charge  of  two  Unions  at  a time ; and  when  my  successor 
was  appointed,  I retired ; it  was  only  a temporary  appointment. 

2675.  In  what  state  was  the  workhouse  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union 
when  you  went  there  for  the  first  time  ? 

I must  say,  from  ocular  proof,  that  it  was  in  a very  excellent  state. 

2676.  Mr.  O’Reilly  and  Mr.  Duncan  had  left  it  in  a tolerably  good  state  when 
you  and  Mr.  Robinson  first  went  there  ? 

Yes,  decidedly.  On  the  18th,  when  I went  there,  I found  the  house  in  very 
good  order  indeed  ; and  I minutely  inspected  it. 

2677.  And  the  books,  and  everything  else,  were  regularly  kept,  were  they  1 

They  appeared  to  have  been  so.  I examined  the  books  myself.  I was  par- 
ticular on  that  subject ; for  I requested  particularly  to  know  whether  the  registry 
had  been  entered  up,  and  I found  that  it  had  been. 

2678.  Have  you  known  Captain  Wynne  for  a very  long  time  ? 

I cannot  say  for  a very  long  time;  but  I have  known  him  since  June  1848. 

(170.  9.)  d d 2 2679.  Is 
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JJ.  D.  Spralt,  Esq. 
jotli  June  1850. 


$.  IV.  Flanagan, 
Esq. 


2679.  Is  there  anything  else  that  you  would  like  to  add  ? 

1 cannot  say  that  there  is  now ; but  if  I have  the  honour  to  appear  here  again, 
I may  think  of  something  that  I may  wish  to  state. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


STEPHEN  WOULFE  FLANAGAN,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  examined 
as  follows : 

2680.  WHERE  are  you  residing  at  present  ? 

I am  at  present  residing  in  Dublin ; I am  Secretary  to  the  Encumbered 
Estates  Commission. 

2681.  You  were  formerly  temporary  Inspector,  were  you  not  ? 

No,  I was  District  Inspector. 

2682.  Previously  to  Colonel  Clarke  ? 

Yes. 

2683.  He  succeeded  you ; did  he  not  ? 

Yes. 

2684.  Daring  that  time,  was  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  within  your  juris- 
diction ? 

Yes ; it  was  in  my  district. 

2685.  During  the  time  that  you  were  District  Inspector,  who  were  the  Vice- 
Guardians  ? 

I was  District  Inspector  for  two  years,  from  August  1847  until  August  1849. 
I say  August,  for  though  not  actually  appointed  till  September,  I went  round 
with  the  then  District  Inspector  to  see  the  district ; so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
different  successive  Vice-Guardians  were  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  during  the  time 
that  I was  in  office. 

2686.  At  what  period  did  your  office  cease1? 

At  the  end  of  August  1849 ; in  fact,  the  1st  of  September  1849. 

2687.  Then  the  Vice-Guardians  were  still  in  office  ? 

Yes. 

2688.  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Mortimer  were  the  Vice-Guardians,  were  they 
not? 

Yes. 

26S9.  Was  Captain  Wynne  the  temporary  Inspector  at  that  time  ? 

He  Was. 

2690.  During  the  time  that  you  visited  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  workhouse, 
were  any  complaints  brought  before  you  ? 

Does  the  question  refer  to  the  complaints  made  by  the  paupers,  or  by  rate- 
payers ? 

2691.  By  any  party  ? 

Not  by  the  paupers.  With  regard  to  paupers,  generally  speaking,  you  very 
seldom  can  inspect  a workhouse  that  they  do  not  complain,  but  there  was  nothing 
of  any  consequence ; no  serious  complaint  was  brought  under  "my  notice  by  the 
paupers. 

2692.  Nor  by  the  officers  of  the  house  ? 

Nor  by  the  officers  of  the  house,  at  any  period  during  the  time  when  I was 
there. 

2693.  Was  your  attention  drawn  to  the  conduct  of  any  officer  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians? 

Not  that  I recollect. 

2694.  Nor  by  the  temporary  Inspector  ? 

Not  that  I recollect.  I held  several  inquiries  on  reports  made  from  time  to 
time  by  different  rate-pavers  in  the  Union. 

2695.  Was 
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2695.  Was  that  with  regard  to  the  Union,  or  with  regard  to  the  workhouse  s.  IV.  Flanagan , 

in  particular  ? Esq. 

With  regard  to  the  Union ; with  regard  to  the  collection  of  rates.  , „ 

b lOtli  June  1850- 

2696.  But  with  regard  to  the  conduct  and  discipline  of  the  house,  had  you  

any  occasion  to  make  any  inspection  or  any  reports  r 

Yes.  I seldom  visited  the  Union  that  I did  not  make  an  inspection  of  the 
house ; but  I had  no  particular  occasion  to  make  any  special  report  about  it. 

There  was  no  subject-matter  of  complaint  relative  to  the  management  of  the 
house,  or  its  internal  economy,  brought  under  my  notice. 

2697.  But  from  your  own  observation,  did  you  perceive  anything  on  which  it 
was  requisite  to  make  a report? 

Nothing  whatever.  I was  in  the  habit,  when  I went  to  the  workhouse,  of 
inspecting  it  and  writing  a report,  short  or  otherwise  as  circumstances  might 
require. 

2698.  You  invariably  inspected  it  whenever  you  went  over  to  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union  ? 

I will  not  say  invariably,  but  almost  always.  There  may  have  been  occasions 
when  I did  not ; the  last  time  that  I was  there  I did  not  inspect  it,  because 
I went  to  hold  a special  inquiry,  and  therefore  I had  not  time  to  do  so. 

2699.  What  was  the  object  of  that  inquiry? 

It  was  with  reference  to  the  collection  of  the  rates. 

2700.  What  month  was  that  in  ? 

In  the  month  of  June  1847,  as  well  as  I recollect.  I think  it  was  the  latter 
end  of  June ; it  was  a complaint  made  by  Mr.  Latouche,  I think  in  reference  to 
the  collection  of  the  rates. 

2701.  Were  no  complaints  ever  made  to  you  by  Mr.  Kirkwood,  or  by  anv 
other  rate-payer  ? 

Not  to  me  directly.  I had  cognizance  of  complaints  being  made  by  Mr.  Kirk- 
wood ; the  papers  were  referred  to  me  by  the  Commissioners  in  Dublin. 

2702.  What  was  the  nature  of  those  complaints  ? 

The  complaint,  as  well  as  I recollect,  was  a charge  against  Captain  Wynne. 

The  exact  particulars  I do  not  immediately  recollect,  but  the  papers  were  sent 
to  me  after  they  had  been  previously  referred  to  Captain  Wynne.  1 did  not,  that 
I recollect,  make  any  comment  or  observation  upon  them ; I merely  read  them. 

2703.  Did  you  not  feel  it  your  duty  to  examine  into  those  allegations  ? 

I did  not. 

2704.  Therefore,  you  have  no  knowledge  whether  they  were  true  or  false  ? 

None  whatever. 

2705.  What  were  the  exact  duties  of  your  office  ? 

When  I was  originally  appointed,  that  is  to  say,  in  August  1847,  there  were 
no  temporary  Inspectors  ; subsequently,  as  the  duties  became  more  onerous,  it 
was  found  necessary  in  particular  Unions  to  appoint  temporary  Inspectors.  The 
duties  of  the  temporary  Inspectors  were  more  immediately  to  enforce  and  super- 
intend the  collection  of  the  rate,  and  to  look  after  the  economy  of  the  work- 
house,  &c. ; but  at  the  time  of  their  appointment  instructions  were  issued  to  the 
District  Inspectors,  that  the  general  responsibility  of  the  superintendence  of  the 
Unions  in  their  districts  still  rested  with  them. 

2706.  Without  a minute  inspection,  how  did  you  obtain  any  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances  ; did  you  merely  rely  upon  the  reports  of  inferior  officers  r 

No;  I had  14  Unions  in  my  district,  and  there  were  temporary  Inspectors  in 
some,  and  in  others  there  were  not ; consequently,  I devoted  more  time  and 
attention  to  the  Unions  where  there  were  no  temporary  Inspectors,  than  to  those 
in  which  there  were.  I was  in  the  habit  of  going  through  the  wards,  inspecting 
the  workhouse,  and  looking  to  the  general  management  of  the  things ; all  the 
papers  and  minutes,  and  everything  of  that  kind,  were  referred  to  me  every  week  ; 
all  letters  of  complaints  and  such  matters  are  generally  referred  to  the  District 
Inspectors ; occasionally,  they  are  referred  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Union 
Inspector  to  make  inquiry,  but  they  are  almost  always  afterwards  referred  to  the 
(170.9.)  dd3  District 
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District  Inspectors ; and  I bad  consequently  a perfect  cognizance  of  everything  that 
was  going  on. 

2707.  Were  the  District  Inspectors  under  your  supervision? 

I have  already  said,  when  the  temporary  Inspectors  were  appointed,  a circular 
letter  was  written  to  each  of  the  District  Inspectors,  informing  them  that  they 
were  still  considered  as  responsible  for  the  general  superintendence  and  manage- 
ment of  the  affaire  of  the  Union.  1 therefore  consider  that  the  temporary 
Inspectors  were  in  some  degree  under  my  supervision,  but,  in  truth,  there  was  no 
difference  as  to  our  powers  ; we  were  both  appointed  under  the  same  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  the  temporary  Inspectors  had  exactly  the  same  powers  in  refer- 
ence to  a particular  Union  that  the  District  Inspectors  had  over  the  whole 
range  of  the  Unions  under  their  superintendence. 

2708.  If  there  were  a complaint  against  a temporary  Inspector,  to  whose  duty 
did  it  fall  to  investigate  that  complaint  ? 

That  would  depend  entirely  upon  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ; for  example, 
for  the  last  six  or  seven  months  that  I was  in  office  I was  instructed  to  hold 
inquiries  in  other  districts  than  my  own ; it  was  very  often  usual  to  refer  a 
matter  to  some  District  Inspector,  other  than  the  Inspector  within  whose  district 
the  Union  lay.  I never  had  occasion  to  hold  an  inquiry  with  reference  to  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  as  far  as  Captain  Wynne  was  concerned. 

2709.  Were  complaints  made  by  the  rate-payers  against  Captain  Wynne  upon 
an  inspection  taking  place  ? 

Relating  to  the  personal  character  of  Captain  Wynne,  those  matters  were 
never  referred  to  me ; but  I did  hold  one  or  two,  I think  two,  inquiries  upon 
complaints  made  by  the  rate-payers  relative  to  the  collection  of  the  rates  in  that 
Union,  and  in  which  Captain  Wynne’s  name  was  very  much  mixed  up  ; and  he 
was  more  or  less  implicated,  as  I conceived,  as  the  temporary  Inspector ; but  the 
complaints  were  not  pointed  against  Captain  Wynne. 

2710.  Were  any  complaints  made  against  him  with  regard  to  interfering  with 
the  relief  list  of  the  out-door  paupers  ? 

I never  heard  of  any  such,  that  I recollect—  [the  Witness  hesitated].  I recol- 
lect no  complaint  being  brought  against  him  regarding  any  interference  with  the 
relief  list.  What  made  me  hesitate  was  this:  I recollect  an  inquiry  being  held 
by  Captain  Wynne,  relative  to  some  relief  that  was  refused,  I think,  to  a pauper ; 
there  were  two  successive  inquiries,  and  the  papers  were  referred  to  me. 

2711.  Do  you  recollect,  the  name  of  that  pauper  ? 

No,  I do  not. 

2712.  "Was  her  name  Dillon,  alias  Connell  ? 

I do  not  recollect  at  all ; I may  say,  however,  that  it  w?as  not  that  person  ; it 
was  some  other  person ; altogether  it  was  a case  in  which  relief  was  refused,  and 
not  where  relief  was  given. 

2713.  During  the  period  that  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  was  under  your 
care  and  supervision,  did  you  ever  hear  any  complaints  made  of  misconduct  in 
the  workhouse,  or  of  Captain  Wynne’s  staying  there  at  night? 

Never. 

2714.  Or  of  going  into  the  matron’s  bedroom  ? 

Never ; I heard  of  the  complaints  made  by  Mr.  Kirkwood,  in  which,  as  I 
recollect,  there  were  general  allegations  of  gross  immorality  in  the  workhouse, 
and  I rather  think  that  Captain  Wynne’s  name  was  connected  with  that ; but  I 
recollect  perfectly  well  that  the  papers  were  referred  in  the  first  instance  to 
Captain  Wynne,  and  Captain  Wynne  made  some  comments  or  observations 
upon  them ; and  l recollect,  among  other  tilings,  that  he  either  referred  to  testi- 
monials given  by  the  Koman  Catholic  clergyman  of  the  workhouse,  and  the 
Protestant  Chaplain  of  the  workhouse,  or  else  they  of  themselves  made  observa- 
tions on  the  papers ; I do  not  recollect  which ; and  that  is  the  only  time  that  I 
ever  heard  officially  of  such  a complaint. 

2715.  "Was  there  any  notice  taken  whatsoever  of  those  charges  of  gross  immo- 
rality in  the  workhouse,  beyond  inquiring  of  Captain  Wynne  himself  with 
regard  to  them  ? 

I cannot 
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I cannot  state  ; the  papers  were  referred  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  s.  IF.  Flanagan , 
and  they,  in  the  exercise  of  their  judgment,  1 presume,  referred  them  to  Captain  Es1- 
Wynne,  and  then  Captain  Wynne  made  his  comments  or  observations  upon  . : gr 

them,  and  they  were  referred  back  ; and  then  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business  10  1 une  J°' 
the  papers  were  sent  to  me,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  reporting,  but  as  papers 
continually  were  sent,  just  for  my  information. 

2716.  If  they  were  sent  for  your  information,  and  the  Union  of  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  was  under  your  care,  did  not  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  make  some 
investigation  ? 

I might  conceive  it  to  be  so  under  some  circumstances,  if  I placed  any  credence 
in  those  observations  (and  I confess  I did  not ; I state  that  candidly),  that,  when 
charges  of  so  serious  a character  were  brought  against  an  officer  filling  the 
•responsible  situation  that  Captain  Wynne  did,  if  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
intended  that  I should  take  any  notice  of  them,  or  hold  any  inquiry,  they  would 
have  given  me  direct  instructions  to  that  effect. 

2717.  When  you  received  letters  for  your  information,  or  papers  for  your 
information,  in  which  there  were  allegations  of  gross  immoralities  in  the  work- 
house,  did  you  not  conceive  it  your  duty  to  investigate  them  ? 

No,  I did  not,  and  for  this  reason:  as  I mentioned  before,  the  papers  came 
back  to  me  with  the  observations  of  Captain  Wynne  himself  upon  them,  and  I 
am  not  perfectly  certain  that  he  did  not  challenge  inquiry ; and  moreover  they 
came  back,  as  I said  before,  with  the  testimonials  or  comments  of  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Dawson  and  the  Protestant  Chaplain  of  the  workhouse,  both  of  whom 
denied  altogether  the  truth  of  the  allegations  contained  in  those  statements. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  sent  the  papers  to  me,  but  they  did  not  send  them 
to  me  for  the  purpose  of  holding  an  inquiry. 

27 IS.  Then  the  impression  on  your  mind  was  this,  that  you  disbelieved  the 
assertions  of  Mr.  Kirkwood,  and  that  the  allegations  with  regard  to  immorality 
in  the  workhouse  were  incorrect  or  disproved  ? 

What  I mean  to  convey  is  this  : I conceived  that  had  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners intended  that  I should  have  taken  the  slightest  notice  of  those 
charges,  they  would  have  given  me  direct  instructions  to  that  effect.  It  is  the 
habitual  course  of  the  office ; and  I never  held  an  inquiry  into  charges  affecting 
the  character  of  an  officer,  but  under  direct  instructions  from  the  Board. 

2719.  What  did  you  conceive  to  be  your  duties  with  regard  to  the  Carrick- 
on-Shannon  workhouse,  which  was  placed  under  your  care,  independently  of 
instructions  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? 

I conceive  my  duty  was  this  : If  any  matter  came  under  my  own  cognizance 
directly,  if  a complaint  were  made  by  rate-payers  directly  that  such  abuses 
existed  in  the  workhouse,  I certainly  should  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty,  assuming 
that  I believed  those  allegations,  to  make  an  inquiry  about  the  matter  ; if  I con- 
ceived there  was  a sufficient  primd  facie  case,  I would  then  report  the  matter  to 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  I w'ould  then  abide  their  further  instructions 
as  to  the  course  I should  take.  Your  Lordships  must  recollect  that  Captain 
Wynne  was  an  officer  who  had  exactly  the  same  power  and  the  same  duties  that 
I myself  had  ; consequently,  in  a matter  of  that  kind,  it  would  be  a very  serious 
thing  for  me  to  take  upon  myself  lightly  to  hold  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct, 
without  instructions  from  the  Poor  Law  Board. 

2720.  Those  papers  were  sent  for  your  information,  you  say  ? 

They  were  sent,  as  I believe ; but  I really  am  not  sure  of  that.  I believe  I 
saw  them,  and  for  this  reason,  that  I do  not  think  I coulcl  have  heard  of  the 
observations  made  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Dawson  and  the  Protestant  Chaplain 
had  I not  seen  them.  I believe  they  were  sent  to  me,  and  sent  to  me  in  the 
usual  course  of  business. 

2721.  Then,  supposing  you  had,  on  seeing  those  papers,  believed  those  alle- 
gations to  have  had  foundation,  would  you  or  not  have  conceived  it  to  be  your 
duty  to  have  reported  the  matter  to  the  Commissioners,  or  to  have  sought 
instructions  from  them  ? 

Unquestionably.  Had  I believed,  from  collateral  matters  and  from  my  own 
observation,  that  the  allegations  were  well-founded,  and  had  I believed  that  there 
was  a foundation  for  these  charges,  however  painful  the  duty  would  have  been, 

(170.9.)  dd4  I should 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


216  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 

I should  have  conceived  it  my  duty  to  report  the  matter  to  the  Commissioners, 
and  advise  them,  as  I have  at  other  times  advised  them,  that  an  inquiry  should 
be  held. 

2722.  On  that  occasion  you  did  not  so  report  ? 

No. 

2723.  You  disbelieved  the  allegations  ? 

I did,  so  far  as  the  documents  came  under  my  observation.  I have  no  know- 
ledge of  Captain  Wynne’s  private  character,  and  I only  knew  him  officially. 

2724.  The  charges  alluded  to  are  not  those  so  much  against  Captain  Wynne’s 
private  character,  as  against  the  immoralities  of  the  workhouse  ? 

1 conceived  that  the  immorality  of  the  workhouse  was  entirely  connected  with 
Captain  Wynne ; that  is  my  impression  of  the  matter.  I speak  of  a matter 
which,  your  Lordships  will  recollect,  occurred  probably  two  years  ago;  and 
consequently  I may  make  some  trifling  mistake  in  my  evidence. 

2725.  Your  impression  is,  that  the  allegations  with  regard  to  immoralities 
in  the  workhouse  were  directed  as  a personal  attack  on  the  character  of  Captain 
Wynne  ? 

My  impression  is  that  -they  were  connected  with  Captain  Wynne ; I do  not 
recollect  distinctly,  but  my  impression  is  that  they  were  connected  with  Captain 
W ynne,  and  did  not  refer  to  general  immorality  in  the  workhouse. 

2726.  1 our  impression  was,  that  it  was  not  your  duty  to  carry  the  matter  any 
further,  as  the  Commissioners  had  not  instructed  you  to  do  so  ? 

\ es,  not  having  any  reason  to  believe  the  allegations,  beyond  what  was  con- 
tained in  the  papers  that  were  referred  to  me. 

2727.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  believe  the  allegations  ? 

I did  not  believe  them. 

2728.  If  you  had  believed  them,  you  would  have  considered  it  your  duty  to 
examine  into  them  ? 

Unquestionably. 

2729.  Y ou  did  not  examine  into  them  ? 

No. 

2730.  You  probably  considered  that  the  reference  of  those  papers  to  you 
was  tantamount  to  a refusal  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  of  further  inves- 
tigation ? 

I cannot  say  that ; I say  this,  that  had  the  Commissioners  wished  a further 
investigation  to  take  place,  they  would  have  instructed  me  to  that  effect ; and 
consequently  the  inference  is  a natural  one,  that  when  they  did  not  instruct  me 
to  bold  an  inquiry,  they  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  a case  then  requiring  further 
investigation. 

2731.  You  formed  the  opinion  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  this  charge,, 
but  another  person  might,  on  seeing  the  same  papers,  have  come  to  a different 
conclusion  ? 

Certainly.  Of  course  men’s  minds  are  differently  constituted,  consequently 
different  persons  may,  and  possibly  will,  form  different  conclusions  from  the 
same  premises.  In  reading  these  papers,  I did  not  believe  the  charges,  bavin" 
no  previous  reason  for  suspecting  anything  of  the  kind ; seeing  a statement  on 
the  one  side,  and  seeing  a denial  on  the  other  side,  corroborated  by  the  evidence 
of  two  respectable  clergymen  of  different  persuasions,  I certainly  did  not  believe 
the  charges. 

2732.  As  an  officer  acting  in  the  same  district  with  you,  and  partly  under 
your  observation,  can  you  give  any  opinion  of  the  character  of  Captain  Wynne  ? 

As  an  officer,  I consider,  in  my  opinion.  Captain  Wynne  to  have  been  most 
energetic,  most  zealous,  and  most  efficient ; that  is  my  opinion  of  him. 

2733.  Any  accusations  or  allegations  with  regard  to  his  having  acted  impro- 
perly in  the  workhouse ; for  instance,  being  drunk,  or  spending  a night  in  the 
matron's  bedroom,  you  would  not,  without  further  evidence,  believe  ?° 

Unquestionably  not. 

2734.  You 
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2734  You  would  not,  from  any  knowledge  that  you  possess  of  the  state  of 
Things,  believe  them  ? 

Unquestionably  not;  I have  not  the  slightest  reason,  from  any  observations 
that  I have  been  able  to  make  of  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct,  to  think  that  he  has 
been  guilty  of  such  malpractices. 

2735.  Had  you  general  opportunities,  in  your  situation,  of  knowing  with 
tolerable  certainty,  if  such  events  had  taken  place,  that  they  had  taken  place  ? 

Of  course  they  may  have  taken  place  without  my  knowledge  ; but,  at  the  same 
time,  I think  it  highly  improbable  that  they  should  take  place,  because  these 
things  can  hardly  take  place  without  the  paupers  reporting  them  ; they  generally 
make  their  way  to  head-quarters.  " J 

2736.  You  think,  if  anything  of  that  coarse  nature  had  taken  place,  that  it 
would  have  reached  your  ears  ? 

I certainly  do.  I think  that  Captain  Wynne,  and  the  officers  generally  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law,  were  very  closely  watched,  and 
very  properly  watched;  and,  consequently,  I think  the  matter  would  have ’been 
reported  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

2737.  Where  did  you  reside  during  the  time  that  you  acted  as  District 
Inspector  ? 

I was  continually  going  about ; I had  no  place  of  residence ; I was  always 
going  about  from  one  place  to  another. 

2738.  Can  you  state  that  during  the  time  you  were  District  Inspector,  and 
Captain  Wynne  was  Local  Inspector  at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  no  rumours  of 
acts  of  profligacy  on  the  part  of  Captain  Wynne,  with  regard  to  any  pauper,  ever 
reached  you  ? 

Never.  With  regard  to  Captain  Wynne’s  private  character,  I think  I have 
nothing  to  do  with  that;  I did  hear  a rumour,  but  it  was  through  a distant 
channel,  and  far  from  Carrick-on-Shannon,  with  reference  to  Captain  Wynne, 
and  the  matron  of  the  workhouse,  but  not  a pauper. 

2739.  Will  you  state  whether  you  heard  any  reports  with  regard  to  Captain 
Wynne  and  the  matron  of  the  workhouse,  or  any  other  person  in  office  in  that 
workhouse ? 

I did  hear  a report  with  reference  to  Captain  Wynne  and  the  matron  of  the 
workhouse. 

2740.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  report? 

I heard  a report  in  Castlerea ; I was  passing  through  Castlerea  one  day  in 
the  discharge  of  my  duty,  inspecting  the  workhouse  there,  and  a gentleman 
there  said  to  me  in  the  course  of  conversation,  “ I have  heard  a curious  report 
about  Captain  Wynne;”  I said,  “What  is  it?”  he  said,  “Oh,  they  say  he  is 
on  too  intimate  terms  with  the  matron  of  the  workhouse.”  That  is  the  only 
report,  and  that  was  the  only  channel  through  which  I heard  it.  I recollect 
subsequently  meeting,  in  Longford,  Mr.  O’Reilly,  who  had  been  one  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  and  was  then  temporary  Inspector 
in  the  Longford  Union  ; I said,  “ I heard  a strange  report  about  Captain  Wynne 
the  other  day  ;”  “ Yes,”  he  said,  “I  heard  it  too,  but  there  is  not  the  slightest 
truth  in  it.”  That  is  the  only  thing  that  I ever  heard  with  reference  to  Captain 
Wynne. 

2741.  Can  you  state  whether  this  was  previously  or  subsequently  to  the  com- 
plaint preferred  against  Captain  Wynne  by  Mr.  Kirkwood  ? 

I cannot  tell  at  all ; it  was,  in  point  of  fact,  in  the  course  of  a casual  and 
private  conversation  with  a gentleman  in  Castlerea. 

2742.  Had  you  ever  any  conversation  with  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  on 
the  subject  ot  the  imputed  or  suspected  immorality  on  the  part  of  Captain 
Wynne? 

Never. 

2743.  Having  heard  that  accidentally,  you  took  no  further  notice  of  it? 

None  whatever. 

2744.  You  did  not  think  it  worth  taking  notice  of? 

Certainly  not. 

(170. 9.)  E E 2745.  You 
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2745.  You  never  heard  any  similar  report  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  itself? 
Never. 


2746.  Did  you  ask  Mr.  O’Reilly,  or  did  he  volunteer  the  communication  ? 

I presume  I asked  him ; my  impression  is  that  I asked  him ; but  really  it  was 
a matter  that  occurred  in  private  conversation  and  not  officially,  and  that  probably 
I ought  not  to  have  asked  him  about ; I did  not  place  the  slightest  credit  in 
the  statement : I looked  upon  it  as  one  of  those  idle  rumours  that  are  always 
flying  about. 


2747-  During  your  inspections  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  workhouse,  had 
you  any  grounds  to  believe  that  there  was  the  slightest  foundation  for  the 
rumour  ? 

None  whatever. 


2748.  Were  any  complaints  made  to  you  against  the  matron? 

None  whatever ; quite  the  contrary.  I can  speak  from  my  own  knowledge 
that  up  to  a certain  period  of  time  she  was  a most  efficient  and  excellent  matron. 
When  I first  took  charge  of  the  Union  it  was  in  a very  bad  condition ; the 
house  was  filthily  and  wretchedly  dirty ; the  paupers  were  in  rags,  and  in  a 
perfect  state  of  insubordination ; and  certainly  the  matron  (who  was  appointed 
by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians)  discharged  her  duties  with  great  efficiency. 

2749.  Is  there  anything  that  you  would  wish  to  add  to  your  evidence  ? 

No,  I am  not  aware  of  anything. 

2750.  The  certificates  of  the  clergymen  with  respect  to  the  character  of 
Captain  Wynne  were  as  to  his  general  character,  were  they  not  ? 

No,  they  were  not  about  his  character  ; as  I recollect,  they  were  with  reference 
to  the  non-existence  of  gross  immorality  in  the  workhouse.  I have  had  occasion 
to  hold  so  many  inquiries  with  regard  to  charges  of  that  description,  that  I place 
very  little  credence  in  them. 

2751.  Have  you  generally  found  them  fall  to  the  ground  ? 

Yes. 

2752.  In  making  your  tours  of  inspection,  did  you  think  it  necessary  for  the 
temporary  Inspector  to  be  present  ? 

Not  at  all ; I often  inspected  the  workhouse  in  the  absence  of  the  temporary- 
inspector. 

2753.  Do  you  recollect  ever  hearing  that  the  temporary  Inspector  was  ill,  and 
incapable  of  doing  his  duties  ? 

I do  recollect  Captain  Wynne  having  been  ill,  and  I believe,  for  a time,  was 
incapable  of  discharging  his  duties. 

2754.  At  what  time  was  that  about  ? 

I do  not  distinctly  recollect  the  time. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  he  adjourned  to  To-morrow, 
Two  o’clock. 
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Die  Martis,  11°  Junii  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 

HARMER  DEVEREUX  SPRATT,  Esquire,  is  called  in,  and  further 
examined  as  follows : 


Evidence  on  the 
Petition  of  the 
Board  of  Guardian? 
of  the  Union  of 
Carrick-on- 
Shannon. 

H.  D.  Spratt,Es<i 
nth  June  1850. 


2755.  YOU  stated  yesterday  that  you  attended  the  Carrick-on-Shannon. 
"Workhouse  for  the  first  time  on  the  18th,  and  that  on  that  day  Captain  Wynne 
accompanied  you  in  your  carriage  ? 

No,  in  his  carriage. 

2756.  And  that  you  returned  together  ? 

Yes. 

2757.  Supposing  Captain  Wynne  to  have  stated  that  for  three  weeks  sub- 
sequently to  the  17th  of  January  1849  he  did  not  visit  the  workhouse,  are  you 
prepared  to  state  that  you  know  that  he  did  accompany  you  on  the  18th  ? 

I have  a document  in  my  pocket  which,  I think,  will  prove  that. 

2758.  Will  you  produce  it? 

Yes.  Here  is  a letter  that  1 received  from  the  Commissioners  on  the  18th  of 
January.  This  letter  was  written  on  the  17th,  the  day  previously;  it  was  a 
request  from  the  Commissioners  to  me  that  I should  act  temporarily  as  Vice- 
Guardian  for  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  until  the  successor  to  Mr.  O’Reilly 
was  appointed.  This  letter  bears  date  the  17th  of  January,  and  I received  it, 
as  the  Committee  may  see  by  the  post-mark,  on  the  following  day,  and  on  that 
very  day  I have  the  most  distinct  recollection  of  seeing  Captain  Wynne  at  his 
own  lodgings  in  Boyle,  and  it  was  arranged  that  we  should  immediately  set  out 
to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Workhouse,  and  that  he,  in  consequence  of  being 
extremely  ill  and  feverish,  was  to  go  in  his  carriage,  and  that  I was  to  accompany 
him ; and  he  accordingly  went  in  his  carriage,  and  I with  him. 

2759.  What  is  the  distance  between  Boyle  and  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

It  is  about  eight  Irish  miles. 

2760.  Did  Captain  Wynne  return  with  you  the  same  day  ? 

He  did. 

2761.  Did  you  see  Captain  Wynne  at  all  on  the  17th  ? 

I cannot  positively  say  that  I did. 

2762.  And  you  have  no  knowledge  at  what  time  his  illness  commenced  ? 

No  knowledge  as  to  the  precise  time  or  date,  or  day  on  which  his  illness 
commenced  : but  I know  that  he  had  been  very  ill  for  several  days  before  the 
18th. 

2763.  And  he  was  then  in  such  a state  of  weakness  as  not  to  be  able  to  go, 
excepting  in  a close  carriage  ? 

Yes  ; he  told  me,  what  I saw  indeed  myself,  that  he  was  entirely  unable  to 
apply  himself  to  official  business ; and  it  was  only  when  he  got  a little  better 
that  he  was  able  to  go  to  Carrick-on-Shannon  on  the  18th ; he  had  been  better 
on  the  18th. 
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2764.  How  soon  after  the  visit  on  the  18th  was  the  next  visit  that  was  paid 
by  Captain  Wynne? 

I think  it  must  have  been  on  the  25tli,  which  was  the  next  Board  day ; I am 
sure  he  was  there  on  the  following  Board  day. 

2765.  What  was  the  Board  day  succeeding  the  25th  ? 

It  was  that  day  seven  days. 

2766.  Are  you  aware  whether  he  attended  that  day  likewise  ? 

I am  almost  sure  he  did ; I cannot,  however,  state  it  positively  ; he  went  on 
the  following  day,  the  25th,  on  an  outside  car. 

_ 2767.  On  the  27tli  you  stated,  did  you  not,  that  you  remembered  meeting 
him  ? 

I cannot  say  positively  that  I met  him  on  the  27th  ; was  that  the  Board  day? 

2768.  Yes;  that  was  the  first  Board  day  after  the  25th,  and  the  minute-book 
shows  that  he  was  there  on  the  27th.  Do  you  recollect  seeing  him  on  the  27  th 
or  being  there  ? 

I must  have  seen  him  if  he  was  there ; but  I have  no  distinct  recollection  of 
seeing  him  on  the  27th. 

2769.  On  what  day,  to  the  best  of  your  recollection,  did  you  see  him,  pre- 
viously to  the  18th,  in  Boyle? 

I cannot  state  precisely  on  what  day. 

2770.  Did  you  see  him  during  the  two  or  three  days  previously  to  the  18th  ? 

I think  it  very  probable  that  I did,  but  I cannot  say  so  positively. 

2771.  On  the  occasion  that  you  saw  him  previously  to  the  18th,  was  he  then 
ill  and  in  his  room  ? 

Very  ill. 

2772.  Confined  to  his  room  ? 

Yes ; I cannot  say  to  his  bed-room ; but  he  was  lying  on  the  sofa,  and 
appeared  to  be  very  much  flushed,  as  if  he  was  feverish,  and  to  all  appearance 
very  .unwell  indeed ; I had  seen  him  some  days  previously  to  the  commence- 
ment of  his  illness  wet,  very  wet,  after  a long  drive,  during  a very  inclement 
day,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  his  illness  was  the  effect  of  that  severe 
wetting. 

2773.  But  to  the  best  of  your  recollection,  having  been  in  the  daily  habit  of 
seeing  Captain  Wynne  at  Boyle,  did  the  serious  portion  of  his  illness  extend 
over  more  than  a fortnight  ? 

I am  sure  that  he  was  three  weeks  ill. 

2774.  Had  he  a relapse  after  the  18th  ? 

He  had  a relapse,  but  I cannot  state  positively  whether  it  was  after  the  18th. 

2775.  In  whose  house  did  he  lodge? 

In  the  house  of  a Mr.  Coyne. 

2776.  Was  there  a Mr.  Armstrong  there? 

No,  not  in  that  house,  to  my  knowledge. 

2777.  What  was  Mr.  Coyne? 

He  sold  leather ; there  is  a man  of  the  name  of  Armstrong  either  in  Mohill 
or  in  Carrick-on-Shannon ; he  was  assistant  master  of  the  Jamestown  Work- 
house. 

2778.  You  yesterday  stated  your  opinion  to  be  extremely  favourable  with 
respect  to  the  condition  in  which  you  found  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Workhouse, 
on  your  going  to  supply  the  place  of  Mr.  O’Reilly  ? 

Certainly ; the  condition  in  which  I found  it  was  very  creditable. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 
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MARY  OWENS  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows : 

2779.  ARE  you  a nurse  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  Workhouse  - 
Yes. 

2780.  How  long  have  you  been  a nurse  ? 

I cannot  exactly  say  how  long. 

2781.  Two  years? 

No,  I have  not  been  two  years  ; a year  and  ten  months  in  the  house. 

2782.  By  what  Board  of  Guardians  were  you  appointed  ? 

The  Dublin  Guardians. 

2783.  Are  you  still  in  the  office  ? 

Yes. 

2784.  Were  you  there  in  January  1849  ? 

I cannot  say. 

2785.  Was  Mrs.  Kelly  matron  during  the  whole  time  that  you  were  there  ? 
Yes,  she  was. 

2786.  As  nurse,  did  you  attend  to  the  children  ? 

Yes. 

2787.  And  to  the  sick  men  ? 

No,  to  the  children. 

2788.  Whereabouts  was  the  children’s  ward  ? 

It  was  on  the  men’s  side  of  the  house  ; I was  in  there  first,  and  I was  removed 
from  the  men’s  side  to  the  women’s  side. 

2789.  The  children’s  ward  was  sometimes  on  the  men’s  side  of  the  house,  was 
it  not  t 

Yes,  and  is  still. 

2790.  And  did  you  generally  attend  there  day  and  night  ? 

Yes,  day  and  night. 

279 1 . It  was  your  usual  duty  to  be  there  day  and  night  ? 

Yes. 

2792.  Do  you  ever  recollect  any  occasion  on  which  you  were  ordered  not  to 
be  there  at  night  ? 

I do. 

2793.  On  what  occasion  was  that? 

I do  not  know. 

2794.  Do  you  recollect  what  time  it  was? 

I do  not  recollect. 

2795.  Who  told  you  not  to  be  there  ? 

Mrs.  Kelly. 

2796.  She  came  and  told  you  ? 

Yes. 

2797.  Did  she  give  you  any  reason  ? 

No. 

2798.  And  where  did  you  go  to  then? 

She  took  me  and  locked  me  in  the  women’s  side  of  the  house. 

2799.  At  what  time  of  night  was  that  ? 

I cannot  say ; but  to  the  best  of  my  opinion,  between  9 and  10  o’clock. 

2800.  What  time  of  the  morning  was  it  when  the  doors  were  again  opened 
for  you  to  go  back  again  ? 

I cannot  say ; the  usual  time  that  the  whole  house  was  unlocked ; I think 
about  six  o’clock. 
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Mary  Owens. 
lilh  June  1850. 


2801.  What  time  of  the  year  was  it ; was  it  summer  or  winter? 

I think  it  was  winter ; I am  not  sure. 

2802.  Was  it  before  daylight  when  you  went  hack  again? 

Yes. 

2803.  And  in  winter-time? 

Yes. 

2804.  Did  Mrs.  Kelly  give  you  any  reason  for  having  done  that  ? 

No. 

2805.  When  you  were  removed  from  the  children’s  ward  by  Mrs.  Kelly,  was. 
any  other  woman  put  in  your  place  to  take  care  of  the  children  ? 

No ; she  took  the  strongest  of  the  patients  that  was  in  the  next  ward,  and 
put  them  in  care  of  the  patients  in  my  ward  till  the  morning. 

2806.  Were  the  strongest  of  those  patients  men  or  women  ? 

Men. 

2807.  So  that  a man  was  put  in  charge  of  those  infants  in  your  absence  ? 

Yes ; they  are  not  infants ; they  are  between  10  and  12. 

2808.  Young  people? 

Yes. 

2809.  Boys  and  girls  ? 

Boys. 

2810.  All  boys? 

Yes. 

2811.  Were  many  of  them  sick  at  that  time  ? 

I cannot  say ; they  had  all  different  diseases  on  them. 

2812.  They  were  in  the  infirmary  ? 

Yes. 

2813.  And  under  the  care  of  the  medical  officer  ? 

Yes. 

2814.  Were  you  removed  from  the  ward  in  the  way  that  you  have  described 
more  than  once  at  nigbt  by  Mrs.  Kelly  ? 

Never. 

2815.  Did  she  find  any  fault  with  you  when  she  removed  you  ? 

Not  the  least. 

2816.  Did  she  remove  any  other  nurses  ? 

Yes : three  more,  and  me. 

2817.  Were  they  all  removed  that  night  ? 

Yes ; a sister  of  mine  who  was  in  the  next  ward  to  me,  who  is  now  gone  to 
Australia  ; four  of  us. 

2818.  Did  you  ever  know  the  nurses  removed  on  any  other  night  but  that  ? 
No. 

2819.  No  reason  was  given? 

Not  the  least. 

2820.  When  you  went  back  the  next  morning,  in  what  state  did  you  find  the 
wards  ? 

Most  as  usual  every  other  morning. 

2821.  Were  there  any  children  who  had  died  ? 

No. 

2822.  You  are  sure  of  that  ? 

Yes  ; I have  no  knowledge  of  that. 

2823.  Could  they  have  died  without  your  knowing  it  ? 

I cannot  say ; I have  no  knowledge  at  all  of  any  deaths  occurring  that  night 
more  than  any  other  night. 
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2824.  Do  you  know  whether  any  children  died  that  night  ? 

I do  not  know  that  they  did. 

2825.  Do  you  know  that  no  children  died  that  night?  - 
Not  on  that  side  of  the  house. 

2826.  You  know  that  no  children  died  on  the  male  side  of  the  house  that 
night  ? 

Yes,  not  one. 

2827.  How  did  you  find  them  when  you  returned  ? 

In  their  beds  the  same  as  usual. 

2828.  Were  they  the  worse  for  having  had  no  nurses  with  them  ? 

I did  not  remark  them  to  be  so. 

2829.  What  were  the  complaints ; were  they  suffering  from  serious  com- 
plaints ? 

No. 

2830.  Were  they  only  slightly  ill? 

Measles  the  most  part  of  them  were  lying  with. 

2831 . Were  the  men  put  to  watch  them  also  suffering  from  measles  ? 

No,  they  were  not. 

2832.  But  they  were  patients  who  -were  ill  themselves  of  some  other  com- 
plaints ? 

Yes. 

2833.  Had  those  people  ever  been  employed  before,  or  have  they  ever  been 
employed  since,  to  your  knowledge,  in  taking  care  of  the  sick  ? 

Never. 

2834.  Was  there  much  crying  among  the  children  when  you  were  taken 
away  ? 

I cannot  say ; some  of  them  cried  a little,  not  much : they  thought  at  the 
same  time  that  I was  going  to  be  removed  to  the  body  of  the  house ; they  did 
not  know  what  the  reason  was  ; then  Mrs.  Kelly  told  them  not  to  cry,  and  that 
she  would  send  the  strongest  of  the  patients  to  mind  them  till  the  morning,  and 
let  me  come  back  to  them  in  the  morning. 

2835.  Who  were  the  other  nurses  that  were  employed  at  that  time  ? 

Ann  Glancy  and  Mary  Cannon. 

2836.  Were  they  removed  at  the  same  time  with  you? 

Yes. 

2837.  By  the  same  authority  ? 

Yes. 

2838.  Do  you  know  whether  any  reason  was  given  to  them,  any  more  than  to 
yourself? 

Not  the  least. 

2839.  Then  did  you  or  any  of  you  ask  the  reason  why  vou  were  removed? 

No. 

2S40.  Were  you  not  very  much  surprised  at  being  so  removed  ? 

We  were ; we  did  not  know  what  reason  she  had. 

2841.  Had  there  been  any  complaint  against  you  before  ? 

Not  the  least. 

2842.  And  after  that  did  you  never  hear  the  reason  why  you  had  been 
removed  ? 

Never. 

2843.  Did  you  never  inquire  afterwards  the  reason  ? 

Never. 

2844.  Did  you  never  say  anything  to  Mrs.  Kelly  about  it  ? 

No. 
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Mary  Owens.' 
11  tli  June  1850. 


2845.  N01*  to  anybody  else  ? 

No. 

2S46.  Should  you  have  been  afraid  of  her  anger  if  you  had  ? 

No. 

2847.  Why  did  you  not  inquire  the  reason  ? 

I did  not  think  it  was  any  harm ; I did  not  pass  the  least  remark  upon  it. 

2848.  Did  you  not  think  it  was  very  hard  upon  the  children  to  have  their 
nurses  withdrawn? 

Yes,  I did. 

2849.  When  you  had  been  attending  those  children  before,  had  you  occasion 
to  get  up  at  night  to  give  them  drink  ? 

Yes,  sometimes  five  and  six  times  and  more  in  a night. 

2850.  Children  in  measles  have  a good  deal  of  fever  at  times,  have  they  not  ?• 

Yes.  J 

2851  Had  you  any  directions  from  the  doctor  to  do  anythine  for  them  in  the 
night  that  they  might  want  ? 

Yes. 

2852.  Were  there  any  of  them  taking  medicine  r 
No. 

2853.  You  were  the  regular  nurses  appointed  for  the  sick,  and  you  were 
removed  without  any  cause  being  assigned  ? 

Yes. 

2854.  .And  persons  who  were  male  patients,  that  you  had  never  known  before 
employed  in  the  care  of  the  sick,  were  put  in  your  places  for  that  night  ? 

Yes. 

2855.  You,  and  the  three  other  nurses,  were  all  together  in  the  same  ward? 
Yes. 


2856.  You  were  all  removed  together? 
Yes. 


2857.  Were  you  put  into  the  same  place,  on  the  other  side  of  the  house  to- 
wliich  you  were  removed  ? 

No ; I was  put  into  a vacant  ward. 


2858.  Where  were  the  other  nurses? 

Along  with  me. 

2859.  Without  having  any  sick  to  attend  to  ? 
No  sick  to  attend  to  that  night. 


2860.  Y ou  are  certain  that  this  was  in  the  winter  ? 

Yes,  it  was  the  week  after  New-year’s  night  I went  to  the  infirmary 
I cannot  say  how  long  I was  in.  I think  it  was  about  three  weeks,  to  the  best 
of  my  opinion,  until  we  were  removed. 

2861.  You  are  certain  it  was  about  a week  or  so  after  New-year’s  night  ? 

Yes,  when  I first  went  to  the  infirmary. 

2862.  When  Mrs.  Kelly  removed  you,  was  it  in  the  winter  or  in  the  summer  ? 
It  was  in  winter,  I think. 

2863.  Was  it  long  after  you  went  in  ? 

I cannot  say  how  long ; I think  it  was  about  three  weeks  or  a fortnight. 

2864.  You  had  been  three  weeks  or  a fortnight  in  before  this  took  place  2 

Yes.  “ * 


2865.  And  you  went  into  the  infirmary  a week  after  New-year’s  night  ? 

Yes. 

2866.  Therefore  it  would  have  been  in  the  month  of  January? 

I cannot  say. 

2867.  Who- 
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2867.  Who  was  the  doctor  attending  at  that  time  ? 

It  was  Dr.  Rutherford. 

2868.  Did  he  attend  the  next  day,  after  you  had  been  removed  ? 

Yes. 

2869.  Did  you  see  him  that  day? 

Yes. 

2870.  Did  you  tell  him  that  the  nurses  had  been  removed  from  the  infirmary 
the  night  before? 

Yes,  the  head  nurse  told  him,  Mrs.  Gibbons. 

2871.  In  your  presence  ? 

Not  in  my  presence. 

2872.  You  know  that  she  told  him  ? 

Yes. 

2873.  Did  he  talk  to  you  on  the  subject  himself? 

Yes. 

2874.  Did  he  ask  you  whether  it  had  been  the  case  ? 

Yes. 

2875.  Did  he  say  he  was  well  pleased  with  it,  or  the  reverse? 

No,  he  was  very  angry  at  it. 

2876.  Dr.  Rutherford  was  very  angry  at  it  ? 

Yes. 

2877.  Do  you  know  whether  Dr.  Rutherford  made  any  complaint  about  it? 
Yes,  he  did. 

2878.  To  whom  ? 

I do  not  know ; he  took  down  a whole  sheet  of  paper  about  it ; he  called  the 
four  into  the  surgery,  and  asked  us  about  it. 

2879.  Did  he  take  any  note  in  writing  ? 

Yes. 

2880.  In  your  presence  ? 

Yes. 

2881 . Do  you  know  where  he  is  now  ? 

No. 

2882.  This  occurred  two  or  three  weeks  after  you  first  went  there  ? 

Yes. 

2883.  You  stated  that  one  of  those  girls  had  gone  to  Australia? 

Yes,  my  sister  is  gone  there. 

2884.  Was  she  an  orphan  girl? 

Yes. 

2885.  Had  she  been  a pauper  in  the  workhouse? 

Yes. 

2886.  Who  selected  the  girls  that  were  to  go? 

The  doctor,  I suppose ; I cannot  exactly  say. 

2887.  Do  you  remember  how  many  children  were  ill  in  the  ward  on  that 
night? 

I cannot  say  ; I did  not  pass  any  remarks  that  night  any  more  than  any  other 
night. 

2883.  You  are  certain  that  there  were  none  dead  the  next  morning? 

I am  ; I have  not  the  least  knowledge  of  it. 

2889.  Have  you  any  knowledge  to  the  contrary,  as  to  any  children  being  dead 
next  day  as  a matter  of  fact.  Had  you  the  means  of  seeing  whether  there  were 
any  or  not  ? 

I say  not. 

(170. 10.)  F F 2890.  You 


Mary  Ovent, 

1 Uh  June  1850. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


226  MINUTES  OP  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 


Mary  Owens. 
nth  June  1850. 


2890.  You  are  clear  about  it? 

Yes. 

2891.  All  that  you  had  seen  before  you  found  again  next  morning  ? 

Yes. 

2892.  None  were  gone  ? 

None  that  I have  any  knowledge  of. 

2893.  Could  any  have  disappeared  without  your  having  any  knowledge  of  it  ? 
1 did  not  hear  of  it ; I have  not  the  least  knowledge  of  it. 

2894.  Supposing  one  had  died,  you  would  have  missed  that  child  the  next  day, 
would  you  not  ? 

Yes,  I think  I would ; I found  not  the  least  wrong  with  them  in  the  morning, 
more  than  any  other  morning. 

2895.  Do  you  know  how  many  children  there  were ; were  the  wards  crowded? 
I cannot  say. 

2896.  Did  any  children  ever  die  in  the  place  ? 

Yes. 

2897.  Inasmuch  as  you  saw  nothing  that  morning  more  than  you  saw  any  other 
morning,  there  might  have  been  some  dead  that  morning,  as  on  any  other 
morning  ? 

Yes ; I had  no  knowledge  of  it. 

2898.  If  any  of  the  children  had  been  dead  that  morning,  you  would  have  been 
aware  of  it,  would  you  not  ? 

I think  so,  but  I was  not. 

2899.  If  there  had  been  any  dead,  you  would  have  been  aware  of  it  ? 

I had  no  knowledge  of  one  dying  that  night. 

2900.  Did^  you  ever  know  any  children  to  die  there  in  the  night  when  you 
were  present  ? 

Yes. 

2901.  Was  there  anything  written  down  in  the  book  when  any  one  died  ? 

Yes,  always  ; as  soon  as  we  came  in,  we  told  their  names  to  the  doctor,  and 

he  would  cross  them  off. 

2902.  In  what  book ; in  the  register  ? 

Yes,  he  would  cross  it  off  in  his  own  book. 

2903.  Had  you  many  deaths  in  the  ward  under  you  at  any  time  ? 

Yes,  sometimes  two  deaths  in  a week,  and  sometimes  a death,  and  sometimes 
three  deaths. 

2904.  Did  you  know  Bridget  Gibbons  ? 

Yes. 

2905.  What  was  she  ? 

She  was  head  nurse. 

2906.  Over  you  ? 

Yes. 

2907.  You  were  under  her  care  ? 

Yes. 

2908.  Was  she  turned  out  with  you  that  night  ? 

No,  she  was  locked  in  her  own  room. 

2909.  She  was  not  allowed  to  stay  with  the  children  ? 

No,  she  was  locked  in  her  room. 

29X0.  Did  she  go  back  with  you  next  morning  to  the  children  ? 

She  was  there  before  me  ; she  went  to  the  ward  before  we  went  into  it. 

2911.  Did  she  say  anything  to  you  when  you  came  in  ? 

No. 

2912.  How 
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2912.  How  long  was  she  there  before  you? 

I cannot  say ; I found  her  there  when  I went  in. 

2913.  Did  she  usually  go  in  the  first  thing  in  the  morning? 
Never  before  ; we  should  have  been  before  her. 


Mary  Owens. 
l’lth  June  1850 


2914.  If  there  were  any  dead  children  there,  they  might  have  been  taken  away 
before  you  went  in  ? 

They  might,1;  if  they  chose  to  do  so. 

2915.  But  you  would  have  found  that  they  were  gone,  would  you  not  ? 

I have  not  the  least  knowledge  of  any  one  being  out  of  the  ward  that 
morning. 

2916.  You  did  not  find  any  gone  ? 

No. 


2917.  Did  you  find  all  that  you  knew  there  ? 

I think  I did ; to  the  best  of  my  opinion,  I did. 

2918.  Are  you  sure  of  that  ? 

I am,  to  the  best  of  my  opinion. 

2919.  Are  you  certain  of  that  ? 

Yes. 

2920.  You  knew  them  by  name,  did  you  not  ? 

Some  of  them. 

2921.  You  knew  them  all  by  sight? 

Yes,  every  one. 

2922.  And  when  you  went  back  you  found  them  all  there  ? 

Yes,  I did. 

2923.  You  are  certain  of  that? 

I am. 

2924.  Quite  certain  ? 

To  the  best  of  my  opinion,  I did. 

2925.  Supposing  Bridget  Gibbons  has  sworn  before  this  Committee  that  she 
went  into  the  children’s  ward,  and  found  two  children  dead,  one  lying  on  its  face 
and  the  other  on  its  side,  on  that  morning,  would  you  say  that  she  had  made  a 
mistake  ? 

I do  not  know ; I cannot  say. 

2926.  You  have  stated  that  you  found  all  the  children  alive  ? 

I did,  to  the  best  of  my  opinion. 

2927.  You  say  that  you  found  them  all  alive,  and  Bridget  Gibbons  has 
stated  that  she  found  two  dead  ; which  of  the  two  statements  is  true  ? 

It  might  not  be  in  my  ward  that  she  found  them  dead. 

2928.  Did  you  only  look  after  one  ward  ? 

That  is  all ; the  one  in  my  own  care. 

2929.  How  many  children’s  wards  were  there? 

Three. 

2930.  Who  were  the  nurses  in  the  other  wards  ? 

They  are  outside. 

2931.  You  were  in  one  ward  and  Ann  Glancy  was  in  another  ward  ? 

Yes. 

2932.  "What  ward  was  it  ? 

She  was  in  the  men’s  ward. 

2923.  Where  was  Mary  Cannon  ? 

In  the  next  ward  to  me. 

2934.  What  ward  had  your  sister  charge  of  that  has  gone  to  Australia  ? 

She  was  in  the  children’s  ward. 

(170. 10.)  fp2  2935.  Do 
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2935.  Do  you  know  whether  a boy  was  ever  taken  in  by  the  head  nurse,  when 
she  went  to  visit  the  infirmary  wards? 

I cannot  say. 

2936.  That  morning  do  you  know  that  there  was  a boy  that  she  was  accus- 
tomed to  take  round  with  her  to  attend  her  ? 

No.  This  boy  that  she  left  in  care  of  the  patients,  I heard  the  nurse  say 
went  round  with  her. 

2937.  Do  you  know  what  that  boy’s  name  was  ? 

James  Gannon. 

2938.  That  was  the  boy  that  she  got  to  take  care  of  them  when  they  cried 

was  it  ? * 

Yes,  that  Mrs.  Kelly  pointed  out. 

2939.  You  found  that  boy  in  the  ward  when  you  went  in  helping  her  to  look 
after  them  ? 

I found  him  in  his  own  ward ; the  next  ward  to  me. 

2940.  Why  did  he  attend  on  the  children  ? 

I cannot  say ; she  left  him  attending  the  children  till  morning ; to  give  them 
drink,  if  occasion  required  it. 

2941.  Did  you  know  Captain  Wynne  ? 

Yes. 

2942.  Did  you  see  him  that  evening  ? 

No. 

2943.  Not  at  all? 

No. 

2944.  Are  you  certain  of  that  ? 

Yes. 

2945.  You  did  not  see  him  ? 

No. 

2946.  Did  you  sleep  in  the  women’s  dormitory  that  night  ? 

No  ; in  the  women’s  infirmary. 

2947.  Had  you  patients  to  attend  to  in  the  infirmary  that  night  ? 

No. 

2948.  You  had  it  to  yourselves  ? 

Yes,  with  the  three  women. 

2949.  Did  you  see  Mrs.  Kelly  any  more  that  night  ? 

No. 

2950.  Who  gave  you  orders  to  leave  the  wards  ? 

No  person  at  all. 

2951.  Who  told  you  that  you  were  to  leave  the  infirmary  ward,  and  go  to  the 
other  side  ? 

Mrs.  Kelly. 

2952.  Did  she  go  into  your  wards,  and  tell  you  that  ? 

Yes,  she  did. 

2953.  Did  you  never  see  her  that  night  afterwards  ? 

Never. 

2954.  Who  told  you  where  you  were  to  go  to  sleep  ? 

Mrs.  Kelly. 

2955.  Did  she  tell  you  in  your  own  ward  or  wards  ? 

After  I had  left  my  own  ward,  we  were  all  down  in  the  hall,  and  she  told  ns 
to  come  up  stairs  to  the  other  side  of  the  house,  and  to  bring  our  own  beds 
with  us. 

2956.  Have  you  ever  seen  Captain  Wynne  in  the  workhouse  after  dark  ? 

I cannot  sav. 

2957.  You 
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2957.  You  do  not  recollect  ? Mary  Owens. 

No.  

llth  June  1850. 

2958.  Are  you  clear  that  you  never  saw  him.  there  ? 

No;  I saw  him  often  there. 

2959.  But  in  the  evening,  after  sunset  ? 

Never. 

2900.  You  never  saw  him  there  at  that  time  ? 

No. 

29G1.  You  are  sure  of  that? 

I am. 

2962.  When  did  you  get  your  summons  to  attend  this  Committee  ? 

On  Thursday  last. 

2963.  Have  you  had  much  talk  about  the  evidence  you  were  likely  to  give  in 
this  Committee  ? 

No. 

296-1.  With  no  one  ? 

No,  I did  not  know  at  all  that  I was  to  come  here. 

2965.  But  since  you  had  the  summons  to  come,  have  you  seen  any  one,  and 
talked  about  what  you  could  tell  ? 

No. 

2966.  Who  came  over  with  you  ? 

The  man  that  is  outside. 

2967.  What  is  his  name  ? 

I cannot  say. 

2968.  Did  he  talk  to  you  ? 

No,  no  further  than  what  was  going  on  there ; I said,  I did  not  know  till  I got 
there. 

2969.  He  asked  you  that  ? 

Yes. 

2970.  Did  he  tell  you  anything ; for  instance,  that  it  was  about  the  work- 
house  ? 

' No,  he  is  summoned  himself  here ; it  is  Kelly. 

2971.  Had  you  heard  that  Gibbons  had  been  examined  ? 

Yes. 

2972.  Who  told  you? 

Herself. 

2973.  Did  she  tell  you  anything  about  what  the  evidence  was  that  she  had 
given  ? 

Not  the  least. 

2974.  She  never  spoke  a word  about  it  ? 

No ; she  told  me  when  she  came  home,  that  she  thought  I should  come  here. 

2975.  Did  she  not  say  what  it  was  about? 

No,  she  did  not. 

2976.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  you  did  not  know  what  you  were  coming 
about  before  this  Committee  ? 

Yes,  I did  not  know. 

2977.  Did  she  not  tell  you  that  there  was  some  examination  about  the  work- 
house  going  on  ? 

She  did  ; but  if  she  did,  she  did  not  tell  me  what  business  there  was  for  me 
here. 

2978.  Did  she  not  tell  you  that  examinations  were  going  on  before  this  Com- 
mittee as  to  the  conduct  of  Mrs.  Kelly  ? 

No. 

(170. 10.)  f f 3 2979.  Did 
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2979.  Did  she  not  mention  Mrs.  Kelly’s  name  to  you  ? 

No. 

2980.  Did  she  not  mention  Captain  Wynne’s  name  to  you  ? 

No,  neither. 

2981 . Did  she  mention  anything  about  the  children’s  ward  to  vou  ? 

She  did  not. 

2982.  Did  she  not  say  anything  to  you  about  your  being  locked  up  that 
night  ? 

She  did. 

2983.  What? 

She  said  she  thought  it  was  on  account  of  being  locked  up  that  night  that 
I should  be  brought  here. 

2984.  What  did  you  say  on  that ; did  you  ask  her  any  questions  ? 

No. 

2985.  Did  you  make  any  remark  about  it  ? 

Not  the  least. 

2986.  With  regard  to  this  man  that  came  over  with  you,  did  not  he  say  any- 
thing about  Captain  Wynne  ? 

Never. 

2987.  Did  he  never  mention  Bridget  Gibbons  ? 

No. 

2988.  Did  he  mention  Mrs.  Kelly  to  you  ? 

No. 

2989.  You  never  talked  about  it  on  the  road  ? 

Never. 

2990.  Had  you  any  conversation  on  the  subject  with  any  one  ? 

Not  one. 

2991.  When  did  you  see  Captain  Wynne  last? 

I cannot  say ; it  is  a long  time  since. 

2992.  Have  you  had  any  written  communication  with  anybody ; any  letter 
from  any  one  ? 

No. 

2993.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Kirkwood? 

Yes,  the  day  I was  coming  here  I saw  him. 

2994.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  him  1 

He  did  not  speak  at  all  to  me,  no  further  than  he  came  down  as  we  were 
going  to  get  on  the  coach. 

2995.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Patten  ? 

No. 

2996.  Not  at  all? 

No ; I often  saw  him,  but  not  the  day  I was  coming  here ; I often  saw 
him  through  the  body  of  the  house. 

2997.  Did  he  ever  talk  to  you  about  coming  before  this  Committee  ? 

Never. 

2998.  Do  you  know  the  assistant  master,  Mr.  M'Grath  ? 

Yes. 

2999.  When  did  you  see  him  last  ? 

The  day  we  came  here ; he  came  down  till  we  had  got  up  on  the  coach. 

3000.  On  the  morning  you  went  on  the  coach,  he  came  down  with  you  ? 

Yes,  on  Saturday  morning. 

3001.  When,  immediately  before  that,  did  you  see  him;  on  the  evening  before 
you  came  away  from  Carrick  ? 

^eS'  3002.  Where  ? 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS  OF  CARRICK-ON-SHANNON  UNION.  231 


3002.  Where? 

In  his  own  parlour,  where  I went  for  candles. 

3003.  Did  you  see  him  anywhere  out  of  the  house  ? 

No. 

3004.  You  are  positive  you  did  not? 

Yes ; at  the  time  I saw  him,  he  was  in  the  house ; it  was  after  dinner. 

3005-  Were  you  out  of  the  house  on  the  evening  before  you  came  away  from 
Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

No,  I never  left  the  house  at  all. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


MARY  CANNON  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows  : 

300G.  ARE  you  nurse  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  Workhouse  ? 

Yes. 

3007.  How  long  have  you  been  there  ? 

Going  on  five  years. 

3008.  How  old  are  you? 

Seventeen  years  of  age. 

3009.  Have  you  the  care  of  the  children  ? 

No,  not  now. 

3010.  Had  you  ever  the  care  of  them  ? 

Yes. 

3011.  How  long  back  ? 

About  12  months. 

3012.  Were  you  ever  employed  under  the  Dublin  Guardians  in  the  care  of 
the  children? 

Yes. 

3013.  Do  you  ever  remember  being  removed  from  the  wards? 

Yes,  I do. 

3014.  Was  that  during  the  time  of  the  Dublin  Guardians? 

Yes. 

3015.  Who  directed  you  to  leave  the  wards? 

The  matron  of  the  house. 

3016.  About  what  time  of  the  day  did  she  tell  you  to  leave  ? 

To  the  best  of  my  opinion,  about  nine  or  ten  o’clock  at  night. 

3017.  Had  she  ever  directed  you  to  leave  the  wards  before  ? 

No- 

3018.  Did  she  ever  direct  you  to  leave  the  wards  at  any  other  time  ? 

No. 

3019.  Were  there  many  children  in  your  ward? 

To  the  best  of  my  opinion,  about  20. 

3020.  They  were  all  sick,  I suppose  ? 

Some  of  them. 

3021.  How  long  had  you  been  employed  in  taking  care  of  the  sick  at  that 
time? 

About  five  months. 

3022.  In  taking  care  of  them,  had  you  occasion  frequently  to  get  up  at  night, 
and  look  after  them  if  they  wanted  anything  ? 

Yes. 

(170. 10.)  f f 4 3023.  And 
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3023.  And  give  them  water  ? 

Yes. 

3024.  Were  there  cases  in  which  the  doctor  told  you  to  give  them  physic 
during  the  night  ? 

No. 

3025.  It  was  the  usual  habit  to  attend  to  them  in  the  night,  if  they  required  it  ? 
Yes. 

3026.  When  you  left  the  ward  who  was  put  into  it  to  take  care  of  the  children 
in  it  ? 

I do  not  know ; there  were  two  boys  taken  out  of  my  ward  to  take  care  of  the 
children. 

3027.  Two  of  the  sick  boys? 

They  were  getting  recovered. 

3028.  Two  convalescent  boys  ? 

Yes. 

3029.  Had  those  hoys  ever  been  previously  employed  in  taking  care  of  the 
sick  ? 

No. 

3030.  Were  they  ever  employed  afterwards  in  taking  care  of  the  sick  ? 

I do  not  know. 

3031.  Dr.  Rutherford  was  the  doctor,  was  not  he  ? 

Yes. 

3032.  Do  you  remember  his  coming  the  next  day  ? 

Yes,  I do. 

3033.  Did  he  make  any  inquiry  at  all  about  the  removal  of  the  nurses  that 
night  ? 

Yes ; he  came  into  the  surgery,  and  called  us  in,  and  asked  us  how  it  hap- 
pened, and  we  told  him. 

3034.  You  told  him  the  same  story  that  you  have  told  to  the  Committee  ? 

Yes. 

3035.  What  did  he  say  to  you  ? 

He  said  that  we  were  to  take  care  what  we  were  about,  as  within  seven  years  • 
afterwards  we  might  be  called  upon  to  give  an  account  of  it  on  our  oath. 

3036.  Was  he  pleased  with  what  had  been  done  or  angry  ? 

He  was  pleased. 

3037.  Was  he  pleased  when  he  heard  of  your  being  turned  out  of  the  ward  ? 
No,  he  was  not. 

3038.  He  was  displeased  with  it  ? 

Yes. 

3039.  When  did  you  go  back  to  the  ward,  the  following  morning  ? 

About  eight  or  nine  o’clock. 

3040.  What  was  he  pleased  with  ? 

He  was  not  displeased  with  me. 

3041.  But  he  was  displeased  with  your  being  removed  from  the  ward? 

Yes. 

3042.  Do  you  know  a woman  of  the  name  of  Gibbons  ? 

Yes. 

3043.  What  was  she? 

The  head  nurse  of  the  hospital. 

3044.  Did  she  go  into  those  wards  to  your  knowledge  before  you  went? 

I think  she  did. 

3045.  Were" 
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3045.  Were  you  in  the  same  ward  with  Mary  Owens? 

She  was  in  one  ward  above  me,  and  I was  in  the  next  ward  to  it  before  I was 
removed. 

3046.  What  condition  did  you  find  the  children  in  when  you  went  back  the 
next  morning  ? 

I found  some  of  them  up,  and  some  of  them  lying  down. 

3047.  Did  any  of  the  children  die  on  that  night  ? 

I cannot  tell. 

3048.  Did  any  die  in  your  ward  ? 

No. 

3049.  How  many  -wards  for  children  were  there  ? 

There  were  three. 

3050.  How  were,  they  divided  ? 

There  were  14  in  some  wards,  20  in  others,  and  12  in  the  others. 

3051.  You  said  that  you  had  the  care  of  about  20  ? 

Yes,  I had. 

3052.  Did  you  have  the  care  of  more  than  one  ward  ? 

No,  I had  not ; it  was  the  largest  ward. 

3053.  Do  you  recollect  Mary  Owens’  sister  ? 

Yes. 

3054.  Where  has  she  gone  to  ? 

To  Australia. 

3055.  What  ward  had  she  the  charge  of  ? 

She  had  charge  of  the  children. 

3056.  What  sized  children  ? 

Very  small. 

3057.  The  smallest  children,  infants  ? 

No. 

3058.  But  the  smallest  children  ? 

Yes. 

3059.  Children  of  about  five  years  old? 

Yes. 

3060.  What  ward  had  Mary  Owens  charge  of? 

The  male  ward. 

3061.  What  ward  had  Ann  Glancy  the  charge  of? 

The  men’s  ward. 

3062.  Were  those  three  wards  for  the  children  joining  each  other  ? 

They  were. 

3063.  Did  you  ever  go  out  of  your  ward  to  look  into  the  others;  to  speak 
to  Mary  Owens,  for  instance? 

Yes. 

3064.  When  you  went  back  that  morning,  did  you  go  into  the  other  wards 
on  the  other  two  sides  to  talk  to  either  of  the  people  there  ? 

I went  into  my  own. 

3065.  After  that  did  you  not  speak  to  Mary  Owens  ? 

People  were  passing  through  the  wards. 

3066.  Did  you  hear  any  of  them  say  that  there  were  any  children  who  had 
died  in  their  wards  ? 

No,  I did  not. 

3067.  But  you  are  not  certain  ; you  do  not  know  whether  there  were  any  ? 

I do  not ; 1 heard  no  account,  to  the  best  of  my  opinion,  about  it. 

(170.10.)  GG  3068.  You 
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3068.  You  do  not  think  that  any  of  them  died  that  night  ? 

To  the  best  of  my  opinion,  I think  they  did. 

3069.  When  children  died  at  any  other  time,  did  you  generally  hear  of  it  ? 

Yes ; I gave  down  the  names  of  each  to  the  doctor. 

3070.  In  your  own  ward  ? 

Yes. 

3071.  When  they  died  in  the  other  wards  did  you  hear  of  it  ? 

Yes. 

3072.  They  generally  told  you  of  it? 

Yes,  sometimes. 

3073.  But  not  always  ? 

No. 

3074.  It  was  only  occasionally  that  you  heard  of  it  ? 

Yes. 

3075.  Only  by  accident  ? 

Yes. 

3076.  Supposing  two  children  had  died  in  any  of  the  other  wards  that  night, 
do  you  think  that  you  would  have  heard  of  it  ? 

I think  I would. 

3077.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  them  say  that  any  children  had  died  that 
night  ? 

Sometimes. 

3078.  I mean  after  that  night  that  you  were  turned  out ; did  you  hear  from 
either  of  the  other  nurses  that  any  children  had  died  that  night  ? 

I heard  nothing  about  it. 

3079.  You  did  not  hear  them  say  that  none  had  died,  or  that  some  had 
died  ? 

I heard  that  two  male  children  had  died  in  another  apartment. 

3080.  In  which  apartment  ? 

In  the  women’s  apartment. 

3081.  Not  in  the  apartments  out  of  which  the  nurses  had  been  turned  ? 

No ; we  were  not  locked  up  where  the  patients  were  at  all. 

3082.  But  where  were  those  two  children  that  you  heard  had  died  that 
night? 

In  the  hospital. 

3083.  In  what  part? 

In  the  women’s  apartment. 

3084.  Who  took  care  of  that  ward  ? 

To  the  best  of  my  opinion,  it  was  Honey  Mahon. 

3085.  She  was  not  turned  out? 

No  ; none  of  the  females  were  turned  out. 

3086.  You  did  hear  that  two  died  on  the  female  side  ? 

Yes. 

3087.  But  the  nurses  were  there  at  the  time  they  died  ? 

They  were. 

3088.  Do  you  know  Captain  Wynne  r 
Yes. 

3089.  Did  you  see  him  that  night? 

No,  I did  not. 

3090.  Did  you  ever  see  him  in  the  workhouse  after  nightfall  ? 

No,  I did  not. 

3091.  Did  he  often  come  into  your  wards  ? 

Yes,  about  three  or  four  times  a week. 

3092.  To 
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Did  you  ever  complain  to  him  about  being  turned  out  that  night  ? * 

Nor  to  anybody  about  it  ? 

No ; only  to  the  doctor. 

3095.  Did  you  state  it  yourself  to  the  doctor,  or  did  the  doctor  ask  you  about 
it  first  ? 

He  asked  me  about  it  first. 

3096.  He  sent  for  you,  and  examined  you  about  it  ? 

Yes. 

3097.  Where  did  that  examination  take  place? 

In  the  surgery. 

3098.  Was  it  in  the  presence  of  the  other  nurses  ? 

Y es ; the  four  were  called  in  together. 

309.9.  Bridget  Gibbons  was  called  in  at  the  same  time,  was  she  ? 

No,  not  till  afterwards. 

3100.  Were  you  present  when  she  was  examined  by  Dr.  Rutherford? 

No,  I was  not. 

3101.  Did  you  never  inquire  of  Mrs.  Kelly  why  she  turned  you  out  that 
night  ? 

No. 

3102.  You  never  heard  any  reason  given  for  it? 

No. 

3103.  You  never  heard  anybody  say  why  you  were  turned  out  ? 

No,  I did  not. 

3104.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  about  Mrs.  Kelly? 

Nothing. 

3105.  Nothing  at  all? 

No. 

3106.  Were  you  not  surprised  at  being  turned  out ; did  you  expect  it? 

No. 

3107.  When  did  you  see  Mr.  Magrath  last,  the  assistant  master  ? 

On  Saturday. 

3108.  When  did  you  leave  Carrick  ? 

On  Saturday  morning  last.  \ 

3109.  When  did  you  see  him  before  that,  the  evening  before  ? 

Yes. 

3110.  Where? 

In  the  hospital. 

3111.  Did  you  see  him  anywhere  out  of  the  house  ? 

No. 

3112.  Were  you  out  of  the  house  the  night  before  ? 

No,  I was  not. 

3113.  Did  you  talk  to  anybody  about  it  as  you  were  coming  over? 

No. 

3114.  Did  you  know  what  you  were  coming  for? 

No,  I did  not. 

3115.  Has  anybody  told  you  what  you  were  coming  to  speak  about? 

No. 

3116.  Have  you  seen  Mrs.  Gibbons  since  she  returned  1 
Yes. 

(170.10.)  gg2  3117.  Did 
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3117.  Did  she  not  tell  you  anything  about  what  you  were  coming  here  for  ? 
She  told  me,  to  the  best  of  her  opinion,  that  it  was  about  the  children  we  were 

to  be  brought ; she  told  me  no  more  about  it. 

3118.  About  what  children  ? 

About  the  children  that  were  taken  from  us  that  night. 

3119.  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  what  she  told  you? 

She  told  me  nothing  about  it. 

3120.  Nothing  at  all  ? 

No. 

3121.  Just  now  you  stated  that  she  said  something  to  you  ? 

Only  that,  to  the  best  of  her  opinion,  when  we  were  told  that  we  were  coming 
here,  it  was  about  the  children’s  case. 

3122.  Did  she  not  tell  you  what  questions  would  be  asked  you? 

No. 

3123.  Did  she  not  say  what  she  had  been  examined  upon? 

No. 

3124.  Not  a word  about  it? 

No. 

3125.  What  did  you  understand  by  the  children’s  case  ? 

What  we  were  removed  for. 

3126.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Kirkwood  lately  ? 

I do  not  know  him. 

3127.  Who  came  over  with  you  ? 

A man  came  over  with  us. 

3128.  What  did  he  tell  you  ? 

Nothing. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


ANN  GLANCY  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows  : 

3129.  ARE  you  a nurse  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Workhouse? 

Yes. 

3130.  Do  you  attend  to  the  children? 

Yes,  1 do. 

3131.  Had  you  the  care  of  the  children  during  the  time  that  the  Dublin 
Guardians  were  there  ? 

No. 

3132.  When  were  you  appointed  to  the  care  of  the  children  ? 

I do  not  exactly  know ; it  was  some  time  after,  at  Christmas ; it  is  only  about 
very  near  seven  months. 

3133.  Since  the  new  Board  came  in? 

Yes. 

3134.  Had  you  been  in  the  house  before  that  time? 

Yes. 

3135.  How  long  ? 

Very  near  a year  and  seven  months. 

3136.  Were  you  there  as  a pauper,  or  were  you  there  as  one  of  the  servants 
of  the  house  r 

I was  a pauper. 

3137.  Were  you  put  into  the  infirmary  to  look  after  the  children  at  all  during 
that  time  ? 

I was  in  care  of  the  old  men. 

3138;  Was 
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3138.  Was  the  old  men’s  ward  near  the  children’s  ward  ? 

Jt  was. 

3139.  Do  you  recollect  ever  being  turned  out  of  the  old  men’s  ward  at  night  ? 
Yes,  I do. 

3140.  How  often  ? 

Never  but  once  ; I used  not  to  sleep  in  the  old  men’s  ward. 

3141.  You  did  not  sleep  in  the  old  men’s  ward;  where  did  you  sleep  ? 

I slept  in  the  children’s  ward. 

3142.  You  used  to  attend  the  old  men,  hut  at  night  you  always  slept  in  the 
children’s  ward  ? 

Yes. 

3143.  On  one  night  you  were  turned  out? 

Yes. 

3144.  What  time  of  the  year  was  that,  do  you  recollect? 

I do  not  exactly  know. 

3145.  Was  it  in  winter  or  summer  ? 

To  the  best  of  my  opinion  it  was  in  winter. 

3146.  Were  the  days  short  ? 

Yes,  they  were. 

3147.  At  what  time  were  you  turned  out  ? 

I do  not  exactly  know ; I think  it  was  about  between  nine  and  ten  o’clock. 

3148.  Had  the  sun  gone  down  ? 

Yes,  it  was  gone  down  a long  time  before  that ; it  was  a middling  fine  night. 

3149.  When  you  were  turned  out  that  night,  where  were  you  put  ? 

On  the  female  side. 

3150.  Who  gave  you  the  orders  to  go  out? 

Mrs.  Kelly. 

3151.  What  time  of  the  morning  did  you  return  to  the  ward? 

I do  not  know  what  o’clock  it  was  ; it  was  just  when  they  came  to  unlock 
the  place ; I do  not  know  the  time. 

3152.  Was  it  daylight  ? 

It  was  light. 

3153.  The  sun  was  up  ? 

It  was  daylight. 

3154.  Did  you  find  Mrs.  Gibbons  in  the  ward  when  you  went  into  it  the  next 
morning  ? 

I did  not  go  into  that  ward  the  next  morning  ; that  was  not  my  ward. 

3155.  Did  you  see  Mrs.  Gibbons  the  next  morning? 

I did. 

3156.  Did  you  see  Dr.  Rutherford  the  next  morning? 

Yes,  I didin  the  day. 

3157.  How  did  it  happen  that  you  saw  Dr.  Rutherford ; did  he  send  for  you, 
or  did  you  go  to  him  r 

He  sent  for  us  that  were  changed  out  of  our  places. 

3158.  You  found  him  in  the  surgery? 

Yes. 

3159.  What  did  he  say  to  you  ? 

He  asked  me  what  was  the  reason  of  our  being  changed  out  of  our  wards,  and 
we  said  we  did  not  know ; that  Mrs.  Kelly  called  on  us  to  leave  them ; he  asked 
us  a good  many  questions  about  it ; I do  not  recollect  what  they  were. 

3160.  Did  he  state  that  he  was  well  pleased  that  you  should  have  been  taken 
out  of  the  ward,  or  was  he  angry  at  it  ? 
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He  -was  angry  at  it,  I think ; he  did  not  know  the  reason  why  we  should  be 
Changed  out  of  the  wards. 

3161.  "When  you  went  back  in  the  morning,  did  you  go  back  straight  to  the 
old  men’s  ward  ? 

Yes,  I did. 

3162.  Did  you  that  night  again  sleep  in  the  children’s  ward  ? 

I did. 

3163.  As  usual  ? 

Yes. 

3164.  Did  you  find  any  children  missing  on  your  return  to  their  ward  ? 

No,  I did  not. 

3165.  Who  took  care  of  the  room  you  slept  in  ? 

Mary  Owens. 

3166.  There  were  three  children’s  wards,  were  there  not? 

No,  one  of  them  was  where  the  males  sleep,  and  in  three  of  them  there  were 
all  children. 

3167.  Who  was  the  girl  that  went  to  Australia? 

Cicely  Owens. 

3168.  Did  you  see  her  the  next  morning? 

Yes,  I did ; we  slept  together. 

3169.  Did  she  tell  you  anything  the  next  day? 

No. 

3170.  Did  you  say  anything  about  the  children? 

No,  I did  not. 

3171.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  any  of  the  children  had  died  in  those  wards 
that  night  ? 

No,  I did  not,  until  of  late. 

3172.  When  did  you  first  hear  of  that,  of  late  ? 

I do  not  know ; not  very  long  ago. 

3173.  A week  ago? 

More  than  that. 

3174.  Ten  days? 

It  is  very  near. 

3175.  A month  ? 

It  is  not  a month  ago. 

3176.  From  whom  did  you  hear  of  it  ? 

I heard  Mrs.  Gibbons  say  so. 

3177.  Did  she  tell  it  to  you  ? 

No. 

3178.  To  whom  did  she  tell  it  ? 

I do  not  know ; I heard  it  in  passing  that  she  had  said  that. 

3179.  You  never  heard  Cicely  Owens  say  that  ? 

3180.  Was  it  the  subject  of  conversation,  that  Mrs.  Gibbons  had  said  that 
two  children  had  died  that  night  ? 

Yes ; it  was  talked  about  this  month  back. 

3181.  Did  you  hear,  whilst  it  was  talked  about,  any  one  say  that  it  was  .not 
true,  and  that  no  children  had  died  that  night? 

I heard  that  if  they  did  die  that  night,  they  should  be  reported  to  the  Doctor 
next  morning,  as  we  never  had  a death  but  we  reported  it  to  the  Doctor,  to  cross 
it  off  his  books. 

3182.  Were  there  any  reported? 

I think  not. 

3183.  How 
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3183.  How  do  you  know  that  ? 

I heard  them  say  that. 

3184.  Who  were  they  ? 

Mary  Owens  and  Cicely  Owens  said,  that  if  the  children  had  died,  they  did 
not  report  them  to  the  Doctor  ; they  did  not  know  anything  about  it. 

3185.  If  any  children  had  died,  Cicely  Owens,  and  Mary  Owens  and  Mary 
Cannon  would  have  had  to  report  it  ? 

Yes. 

3186.  And  they  told  you  that  they  never  reported  any  deaths? 

Yes.  * 

3187.  And  that,  therefore,  no  deaths  could  have  taken  place? 

I did  not  ever  hear  of  it. 

3188.  You  never  heard  of  any  children  having  died  there? 

Not  that  night. 

3189.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  children  dying  on  the  female  side  that 
night  ? 

I heard,  of  late,  that  there  did  two  children  die  on  the  female  side  that 
night. 

31 90.  But  not  on  the  male  side  ? 

No. 

3191 . How  long  ago  is  it  that  you  heard  of  a death  on  the  female  side? 

Just  about  the  same  time. 

3192.  If  Mrs.  Gibbons,  being  head  nurse,  had  returned  into  the  ward  in  the 
morning  before  you,  she  might  have  known  of  the  deaths,  might  she  not, 
without  your  knowing  it  ? 

She  might ; I did  not  go  into  the  ward  in  the  morning. 

3193.  Did  you  ever  know  any  of  the  children  die  in  the  infirmary,  whose 
deaths  were  not  reported  to  the  Doctor  ? 

No,  I did  not. 

3194.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  a thing  ? 

1 did  not. 

3195.  Whenever  any  children  died  on  the  male  side,  you  generally  heard  of 
it,  did  you  not  ? 

Unless  I went  into  the  ward  I would  not  know  of  it. 

3196.  They  would  not  tell  you? 

No ; there  was  often  a death  in  it,  and  I would  not  hear  of  it  unless  I saw 
the  body  taken  out,  and  unless  I happened  to  go  into  the  ward. 

3197.  Had  you  ever  any  conversation  upon  the  subject  with  the  girl  that  is 
gone  to  Australia  ? 

I do  not  recollect. 

319S.  With  Cicely  Owens  ? 

I do  not  recollect. 

3199.  Did  you  ever  talk  about  having  been  shut  out  at  night? 

Yes ; we  did  not  know  what  wras  the  reason  of  it. 

3200.  Did  you  not  say  to  each  other,  “ It  is  a very  extraordinary  thing”? 

Yes. 

3201.  Did  Cicely  Owens  ever  say  to  you  that  it  was  a very  bad  thing,  for 
some  of  the  children  died  in  consequence  ? 

■ We  did  not  set  much  heed  up'on  it. 

3202.  My  question  is  this  : did  Cicely  Owens  ever  say  to  you  it  was  a very 
bad  thing  for  her  to  be  turned  out  of  her  ward  that  night,  because  some  of  the 
children  died  in  the  night  ? 

She  did  not. 

(170.10.)  gg4  3203.  Nothing 
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3203.  Nothing  of  that  sort  ? 

No. 

3204.  She  only  said  she  did  not  know  why  she  was  turned  out  ? 

She  only  said  she  did  not  know  why  she  was  turned  out. 

3205.  How  soon  after  the  night  you  were  turned  out  of  those  wards  did' 
Cicely  Owens  emigrate  to  Australia  ? 

She  is  not  long  gone. 

3206.  How  soon  after  was  she  chosen  to  go? 

I do  not  know. 

3207.  Do  you  know  the  assistant  master  of  the  workhouse,  Mr.  Magrath?' 

By  eyesight,  seeing  him. 

3208.  When  did  you  see  him  last? 

On  Saturday  morning. 

3209.  When  did  you  see  him  before  that  ? 

The  day  before  that. 

3210.  Where? 

In  the  parlour. 

3211 . Did  you  see  him  out  of  the  workhouse  the  day  before  ? 

No. 

3212.  How  did  it  come  to  pass  that  you  saw- him  in  the  parlour  ? 

I was  sent  for,  to  know  if  1 had  shoes  or  clothes  to  come  here  in. 

3213.  And  he  was  there  ? 

Yes. 

3214.  Did  he  talk  to  you  about  what  you  were  coming  here  for  ? 

Never. 

3215.  Was  anybody  present  at  the  time  that  you  were  brought  up  to  the 
parlour  ? 

Yes. 

3216.  Who  besides  Mr.  Magrath? 

The  master  was  in  it,  and  the  Doctor. 

3217.  You  never  saw  Mr.  Magrath  without  their  being  by  ? 

No. 

3218-  Do  you  know  Captain  Wynne? 

I have  seen  him. 

3219.  Did  you  see  him  that  night  that  you  were  turned  out  ? 

No. 

3220.  Have  you  ever  seen  him  about  the  house  after  dark  ? 

I never  did. 

3221.  Mrs.  Kelly  never  told  you  anything  about  why  she  turned  you  out  ? 
No,  she  did  not. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


MARY  CANNON  is  again  called  in,  and  further  examined. 

3222.  I think  you  said  you  heard  that  two  children  had  died  on  the  female' 
side  that  night  ? 

Yes. 

3223.  How  long  ago  is  it  since  you  heard  that? 

I do  not  know ; I think  it  is  about  a week  ago. 

3224.  Or 
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3224.  Or  a fortniglit  ago  ? 

About  a week  or  a fortnight  ago. 

3225.  Then  you  heard  it  for  the  first  time  ? 

Yes. 

3226.  You  never  heard  of  it  before? 

I think  I did,  once  or  twice. 

3227.  How  long  before,  a month  ago  ? 

Before  that. 

3228.  Did  you  hear  it  soon  after  the  night  that  you  were  shut  out  ? 

I do  not  know. 

3229.  You  did  not  hear  it  the  morning  after  you  were  shut  out  ? 

I do  not  recollect  that  I did. 

3230.  What  did  Cicely  Owens  say  to  you  about  it  ? 

Nothing. 

3231.  Did  you  ever  talk  to  Cicely  Owens  about  being  shut  out  that  night? 

I do  not  recollect  that  I did. 

3232.  Did  Cicely  Owens  never  say  to  you  that  it  was  a bad  job  that  she  had 
been  locked  out  that  night  ? 

I do  not  recollect. 

3233.  She  never  said  that  the  children  had  suffered  by  her  being  locked  out 
that  night  ? 

I do  not  think  she  did. 

3234.  Nor  that  any  children  had  died  that  night  in  her  ward  ? 

I do  not  know  that  she  did. 

3235.  Did  she  ever  say  to  you, — and  it  would  have  made  an  impression  upon 
your  mind  if  she  did,— that  any  children  had  died  that  night  in  her  ward  ? 

I do  not  recollect. 

3236.  Are  you  certain  that  she  never  said  that  to  you? 

I am  not  certain. 

3237.  But  if  she  had  said  it,  would  it  not  have  made  some  impression  upon 
you  ? 

I do  not  recollect  it. 

3238.  Would  you  not  most  likely  have  remembered  it ; would  you  not  have 
thought  it  rather  a bad  job  if  any  children  had  died  in  the  wards  that  night  ? 

Yes,  I would. 

3239.  If  Cicely  Owens  had  told  you  that  any  children  had  died  that  night, 
would  you  not  have  thought  it  a very  bad  job,  and  have  recollected  it? 

I would  have  thought  it  a bad  job. 

3240.  Do  you  believe  that  she  did  not  tell  you  anything  of  that  sort  ? 

I believe  she  did  not. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


JAMES  KELLY  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows  : 


3241.  ARE  you  sworn? 

Yes,  I am. 

3242.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

At  Mr.  Kirkwood’s,  Lakeview. 

3243.  Is  that  near  Carrick-on-Shannon? 
Yes. 

(170.  10.)  H H 


3244.  How 
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3244.  How  far  is  it  from  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

A mile  and  a half. 

3245.  Have  you  lived  there  long  ? 

Eleven  years. 

3246.  Do  you  know  many  of  the  people  that  have  been  employed  in  the 
workhouse,  taking  care  of  the  poor  people  there  ? 

I am  not  so  well  acquainted  with  them. 

3247.  But  you  know  who  some  of  them  are  ? 

Some. 

3248.  Do  you  know  those  women  that  have  just  left  the  room? 

I never  saw  them  before  Saturday  last. 

8249.  Was  it  on  the  morning  of  Saturday  that  you  saw  them  for  the  first 
time  ? 

Yes. 

3250.  Where  was  that  ? 

When  they  were  just  in  the  town  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  were  put  up  on 
the  coach. 

3251.  Just  before  they  were  starting? 

Yes. 

3252.  You  had  never  seen  them  before  then  ? 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

3253.  Was  anybody  with  them  when  they  were  waiting  for  the  coach  ? 

Yes,  the  assistant  master. 

3254.  What  was  his  name  ? 

There  is  one  Magrath. 

3255.  Were  they  together  with  you  and  him  for  any  time  r 
They  were,  into  Jamestown. 

3256.  Did  he  go  with  you  as  far  as  Jamestown? 

Yes. 

3257.  How  did  you  travel? 

On  the  top  of  the  coach. 

3258.  Were  you  sitting  with  them  ? 

Yes,  I was. 

3259.  And  was  Magrath  sitting  with  them? 

Yes. 

3260.  Were  you  all  talking  together  ? 

The  three  women  were  behind,  and  we  were  in  front,  and  he  went  back  over 
the  coach  talking  to  them. 

3261.  Did  you  hear  what  they  were  talking  about? 

No. 

3262.  Before  you  got  on  the  coach,  you  did  not  know  what  they  were  talking 
about  ? 

No. 

3263.  Had  you  ever  seen  him  in  the  town  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  before  that 
occasion  ? 

No,  I had  not. 

3264.  Where  do  you  live,  at  Lakeview  ? 

I stopped  in  the  house  at  Lakeview  now  these  two  years,  going  on  three 
years  in  the  house,  but  I lived  in  the  gate-house  before  that. 

3265.  How  far  is  the  gate-house  from  the  house  ? 

I think  about  a quarter  of  a mile. 

3266.  Of  an  Irish  mile  ? 
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3267.  Is  there  a gate  and  piers  to  it  ? 

Yes. 

3268.  Are  there  any  trees  in  the  neighbourhood  ? 

Yes. 

3269.  A plantation  ? 

Yes. 

3270.  Do  you  recollect  the  month  of  June  1848  ? 

Yes. 

3271.  Where  were  you  living  at  that  time?' 

In  the  gate-house ; but  I used  to  sleep  in  the  big  house ; my  sister  stopped 
in  the  gate-house. 

3272.  Do  you  know  Captain  Wynne  by  sight? 

Yes,  I do. 

3273.  Did  you  see  him  at  any  time  in  the  month  of  June  1848  ? 

Yes. 

3274.  Where  did  you  see  him  ? 

I was  cutting  the  turf  on  the  hog,  and  I saw  him  coming  down  the  road,  and 
a woman  along  with  him,  and  they  came  as  far  as  the  lodge  of  the  gate-house, 
and  she  opened  the  door  or  the  gate,  and  went  in  before  him,  and  he  rode  in  after 
her,  and  he  put  his  horse  into  the  gate-house. 

3275.  Was  anybody  living  in  the  gate-house  at  the  time  ? 

There  was. 

3276.  Who? 

A sister  of  mine. 

3277.  Did  he  entrust  his  horse  to  her  ? 

Yes. 

3278.  What  happened  there? 

He  went  in  up  after  her  to  the  end  of  the  planting. 

3279.  Through  the  gate  ? 

Yes,  up  to  the  avenue  at  the  end  of  the  plantation;  and  until  he  came  up 
there  this  woman  stood  waiting  while  he  was  putting  in  the  horse ; we  came  on 
at  the  time  up  to  the  back  of  the  planting,  and  when  I saw  her  standing,  and 
he  delaying  beyond  at  the  gate,  I stooped  down  behind  a tree  until  he  came  on 
as  far  as  the  woman,  and  they  both  went  into  the  planting,  and  I got  up,  and 
came  on  as  far  as  them,  and  I found  them  there  in  the  planting. 

3280.  What  did  you  see? 

I sawT  him  between  her  legs. 

3281.  What  hour  of  the  day  was  this  ? 

1 cannot  exactly  say. 

3282.  Were  there  any  people  on  the  road  at  this  lime? 

There  was,  ou  the  bog. 

3283.  How  far  was  it  from  the  gate  ? 

About  a hundred  yards,  as  well  as  I can  say. 

3284.  Who  was  in  the  gate-house  at  this  time? 

I went  into  the  gate-house,  and  I found  the  horse,  and  let  him  out  on  the 
mail-coach  road,  I was  so  angry  with  him  for  putting  him  in  the  house ; and  a 
boy  that  was  along  with  me  spreading  the  turf  took  the  horse  when  I let  him 
out,  and  he  held  him  till  Captain  Wynne  came  out,  and  he  gave  him  a four- 
penny  bit. 

3285.  Did  the  woman  come  out  of  the  plantation  too  ? 

I followed  her  up  and  down  through  the  plantation,  till  I looked  into  her  face . 
upon  the  road-side. 

(170.10.)’  h h 2 3286.  Did 
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3286.  Did  you  know  who  she  was  ? 

I did  not  know  her  at  the  time ; I have  been  told  that  she  was  a woman  of 
the  name  of  Jane  Williams,  from  Carrick-on-Shannon. 

3287.  Have  you  seen  her  since  ? 

Yes,  on  Friday  last. 

3288.  Where  did  you  see  her  ? 

At  the  market  of  Drumshambo. 

3289.  Have  you  ever  seen  her  except  upon  those  two  occasions,  once  in  the 
plantation , and  at  the  market  at  Drumshambo  ? 

I have  seen  her  at  other  times  going  down  the  road  after  that  towards  Boyle, 
lower  down  than  our  plantation,  and  I saw  her  in  the  town  of  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  after  that. 

3290.  Did  you  ever  see  her  at  the  workhouse  ? 

No,  I never  did. 

3291.  Do  you  know  whether  she  was  receiving  any  relief  at  the  time? 

I do  not. 

3292.  What  did  Captain  Wynne  do  when  he  got  out  of  the  plantation? 

He  pulled  out  a pencil  and  a book,  and  stepped  on  the  pier,  from  one  pier  to 
another  pier,  and  took  a map  of  the  plantation,  the  trees,  and  the  house,  and 
every  place  round  about. 

3293.  You  say  that  there  were  people  at  the  bog  ? 

Yes. 

3294.  Were  there  many  people  at  the  hog  ? 

Yes. 

3295.  Could  they  see  the  gate  of  the  plantation  and  Captain  Wynne  from  the 
place  that  they  were  at  on  the  hog  ? 

They  could  not  see  them  through  the  trees. 

3296.  Could  they  see  the  gate  ? 

Yes,  they  could. 

3297.  Had  you  any  talk  with  Captain  Wynne,  after  he  had  been  on  the  top  of 
the  pier,  about  what  had  happened? 

No,  I had  not. 

3298.  You  never  told  him  what  you  had  seen  ? 

No,  I did  not. 

3299.  Did  he  ask  you  why  you  turned  out  his  horse  on  the  road  ? 

Not  a word. 

3300.  And  you  never  told  him  ? 

No. 

3301.  He  never  asked  your  sister,  in  your  hearing,  why  the  horse  was  turned 
out? 

No,  not  in  my  hearing.  Young  Mr.  Kirkwood  came  on  in  the  same  way  ; he 
was  along  with  me. 

3302.  Did  he  see  you  when  you  came  along  with  him  in  the  plantation  ? 

I cannot  say  whether  he  did,  or  not. 

3303.  Did  you  speak  to  him  ? 

No. 

3304.  Did  he  not  say  anything,  nor  the  woman  ? 

No,  not  a word. 

3305.  What  induced  you  to  go  and  skulk  behind  a tree,  when  you  saw 
Captain  Wynne  walking  up  the  avenue? 

I suspected  that  they  were  going  behind,  into  the  plantation. 

3306.  The  woman  was  on  before  him,  was  she  not  ? 

She  was  along  with  him  at  the  gate ; she  ran  to  the  gate,  and  opened  it. 

3307.  Your 
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3307.  Your  sister  was  keeping  the  gate  ? 

She  was  inside,  in  the  house. 

3308.  Where  was  young  Mr.  Kirkwood  all  this  time  ? 

Along  with  me. 

3309.  Was  he  as  close  to  him  as  vou  were  ? 

Yes. 

3310.  Had  lie  the  same  opportunity  of  seeing  what  was  taking  place  as  you 
had? 

Just  the  same. 

3311.  What  kind  of  a plantation  is  it,  what  trees  are  there  in  it? 

There  are  different  kinds  of  trees  ; some  larch  in  it,  and  some  Scotch  fir  in  it. 

3312.  It  is  pretty  clear  down  on  the  ground,  so  that  you  can  see  some  way  ? 
You  could,  where  he  was. 

3313.  How  near  were  you  to  him? 

I was  a few  yards  from  him. 

3314.  You  and  Mr.  Kirkwood  too  ? 

Yes. 

3315.  Did  he  not  get  up  when  you  came  near  them? 

Not  till  I suppose  he  had  done  the  job  ? 

3316.  How  long  did  you  stand  looking  on  ? 

I stood  there  till  the  girl  got  up,  and  went  out  at  a gate,  out  through  the  back 
of  the  plantation. 

3317.  Did  not  either  of  them  see  you  standing  by? 

I do  not  know ; but  they  did  not  stir. 

3318.  They  remained  where  they  were  all  the  time  ? 

Yes,  they  did,  about  a quarter  of  an  hour. 

3319.  And  you  were  looking  on  all  the  time? 

We  were;  she  went  out  through  the  quick  at  the  back  of  the  plantation,  and 
she  got  in  through  the  quick  again  into  the  plantation. 

3320.  Did  they  separate  the  moment  they  got  up  ? 

Yes. 

3321.  One  went  one  way,  and  the  other  another  way  ? 

Yes. 

3322.  Did  Captain  Wynne  go  and  look  about  with  his  map  ? 

Yes. 

3323.  Where  was  his  map  when  he  was  down  on  the  ground  ? 

I do  not  know  ; I saw  no  map  ; I saw  him  take  out  a pocket-book. 

3324.  Did  young  Mr.  Kirkwood  remain  with  you  after  he  had  seen  this  ? 

He  did ; he  remained  in  the  avenue,  and  I went  inside,  to  get  a view  of  the 
girl. 

3325.  When  Captain  Wynne  came  back,  and  got  on  the  piers  of  the  gate,  and 
began  making  his  observations,  did  young  Mr.  Kirkwood,  in  your  hearing,  or  to 
your  knowledge,  make  any  observations  to  Captain  Wynne  ? 

I did  not  hear  him. 

3326.  Did  he  speak  to  him  at  all  ? 

I do  not  know  ; I cannot  say  now. 

3327.  Did  he  go  up  to  him  ? 

He  met  him  fair  in  the  avenue. 

(170. 10.)  • h h 3 3328.  Did 
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3328.  Did  Captain  Wynne  stop  when  he  got  up  to  him  ? 

I cannot  say. 

3329.  Were  you  not  looking  on  ? 

1 went  round  after  the  woman. 

3330.  You  said  you  saw  him  go  up  to  him,  and  meet  him? 

I say  he  came  up  to  me. 

3331.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Kirkwood  meet  Captain  Wynne  ? 

No. 

3332.  Then  how  do  you  know  they  met  ? 

When  I came  round  from  the  plantation,  they  were  both  there  in  the  gate- 
way. _ 

3333.  How  do  you  know  they  met  on  the  road  ? 

He  walked  over  the  avenue. 

3334.  But  you  said  they  met, — meaning,  that  after  Captain  Wynne  got  up,  he 
met  Mr.  Kirkwood  ? 

I cannot  say. 

3335.  They  were  standing  together? 

Yes. 

3336.  Were  they  talking  together  ? 

No,  they  were  not. 

3337.  How  long  did  you  see  them  standing  together  ? 

Not  very  long. 

3338.  What  did  Mr.  Kirkwood  say,  after  he  want  away,  to  you  ? 

Nothing ; he  was  laughing  at  the  joke  ; and  when  he  went  home  he  told  his 
father,  who  was  very  angry  at  it. 

3339.  Was  this  occurrence  talked  of  in  the  country,  the  meeting  between 
Captain  Wynne  and  this  woman  ? 

Indeed  it  was. 

3340.  When  did  you  hear  it  first  talked  of ; did  you  tell  it  to  people  yourself? 
I did. 

3341.  You  have  said  that  there  were  people  on  the  bog  that  day  ; did  you  go 
back  to  the  bog  tliat  day  ? 

Yes. 

3342.  Did  you  tell  it  to  the  people  that  were  on  the  bog  ? 

I did. 

3343.  Did  you  tell  it  to  your  sister  who  lived  in  the  gate-house  ? 

Indeed  I did  ; I checked  her  for  letting  in  the  horse,  and  she  did  not  know 
the  reason  that  he  brought  in  the  horse. 

3344.  You  guessed  what  they  were  going  to  do  when  you  followed  them  ? 
Indeed  I did. 

3345.  Have  you  been  spoken  to  about  this  lately  ? 

Yes. 

3346.  By  whom  ? 

Mr.  Kirkwood  told  me  I should  go  to  Dublin  or  London  about  it. 

3347.  Is  that  all  he  said  to  you? 

No  more. 

3348.  Not  a word  more? 

No. 

3349.  Before  he  told  you  that,  did  nobody  speak  to  you  about  it? 

Several. 

3350.  Did 
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3350.  Did  Mr.  Kirkwood  speak  to  vou  about  it  before  that  ? 

He  did. 

3351.  What  did  he  say  to  you  ? 

He  blamed  me  that  I did  not  kick  him  out  of  the  plantation. 

3352.  Was  that  young  Mr.  Kirkwood,  or  old  Mr.  Kirkwood? 

The  old  Mr.  Kirkwood  that  was  angry  at  it. 

3353.  Did  he  ask  you  to  make  any  statement  about  it  ? 

He  did. 

3354.  What  did  he  ask  you  to  do  ? 

To  say  anything  I could  swear  to ; to  tell  him  about  it. 

3355.  Did  you  swear  to  anything  ? 

No. 

3356.  Did  you  make  any  voluntary  declaration  before  him  in  writing  ? 

I did. 

_ 3357.  Were  you  called  before  Mr.  Kirkwood,  and  did  he  take  your  declara- 
tion, and  did  you  put  your  mark  to  a paper  1 
I did. 

3358.  Was  it  the  truth  ? 

Yes,  it  was. 

3359.  Was  any  promise  or  any  inducement  held  out  to  you  for  making  it  ? 

No. 

3360.  By  virtue  of  the  oatli  you  have  taken,  and  remember  that  all  you  state 
is  upon  oath,  have  you  anything  to  gain  or  to  lose  by  the  evidence  vou  are  giving 
here  to-day  ? 

By  virtue  of  my  oath,  I have  not  to  my  knowledge. 

3361.  You  have  not  seen  Captain  Wynne  since,  to  talk  to  him? 

Not  since ; but  I have  seen  him  in  Carrick  since. 

. 3362.  Was  it  generally  reported  in  the  country  that  you  and  young  Mr.  Kirk- 
wood had  said,  that  you  had  seen  Captain  Wynne  and  this  woman  together? 
Upon  my  word  it  is. 

3363.  Did  Captain  Wynne  ever  send  any  one  to  talk  to  you  upon  the  subject, 
to  know  whether  it  was  true  or  not  ? 

Not  to  me. 

3364.  You  are  sure  of  that  ? 

I am. 

3365.  You  never  made  any  secret  of  it  in  the  country? 

No,  from  the  first  moment  that  it  happened. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


MARY  OWENS  is  again  called  in,  and  further  examined. 

3366.  YOU  are  sister  to  Cicely  ? 

Yes. 

3367.  How  long  had  you  both  been  in  the  workhouse  ? 

Exactly  12  months. 

3368.  Where  did  you  live  before? 

At  Kye,  in  the  parish  of  Creave. 

(170.  io.)  h h 4 3360.  Did 


James  Kelly. 
llth  June  1850. 


Mary  Owens. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


248  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 


Mary  Owens. 
nth  June  1850. 


3369.  Did  your  father  and  mother  live  there  ? 

Yes. 

3370.  Where  are  they  living  now  ? 

My  father  is  dead. 

3371.  Is  your  mother  living  ? 

Yes. 

3372.  Where? 

In  the  workhouse. 

3373.  Is  your  sister  Cicely  younger  than  you  are,  or  older  ? 

Younger,  four  years  younger. 

3374.  When  did  she  first  think  of  going  to  Australia  ? 

I cannot  say  how  long  ago. 

3375.  Cannot  you  guess  ? 

I think  it  is  by  Wednesday. 

3376.  How  long  ago  ; was  it  a month  ago  ? 

Yes,  more. 

3377.  Two  months  ago? 

I cannot  say. 

3378.  Did  she  go  with  the  last  batch  of  children  that  went  ? 

Yes. 

3379.  How  long  before  that  did  she  apply  to  go  herself ; or  did  somebody 
recommend  her  ? 

Yes. 

3380.  Who  recommended  her  to  go  ? 

The  master  of  the  workhouse ; it  was  according  to  how  the  master  chose  any 
one  who  had  a good  character  ? 

3381.  Did  she  ask  to  go? 

Yes. 

3382.  How  long  had  she  asked  to  go  ? 

Not  until  the  day  when  the  names  were  taken  down. 

3383.  Did  she  want  to  go  ? 

Yes. 

3384.  Did  anybody  advise  her  to  go  before  1 
No ; it  was  her  own  wish  to  go. 

3385.  How  long  was  it  before,  by  Wednesday  ? 

I think  it  was  a month  before. 

3386.  Did  the  doctor  recommend  her  ? 

Yes. 

3387.  Was  he  very  anxious  for  her  to  be  received  into  favour  in  that  wav2 

No.  J 

3388.  He  was  interested  about  her,  was  he? 

No,  he  was  not ; he  gave  her  a character,  the  same  as  any  of  the  rest  of  the 
.girls  that  went. 

3389.  Did  you  ever  wish  to  go  ? 

Yes,  I did. 

3390.  Did  you  ever  ask  to  go? 

Yes ; I asked  to  go  at  that  time. 

3391-  But  at  another  time? 

Never  before. 


3392.  That 
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3392.  They  did  not  choose  you  ? 

Yes;  but  they  considered  that  I was  too  old  to  go  ; that  was  the  reason. 

3393.  You  were  above  the  age  ? 

Yes. 

3394.  Can  you  say  how  long  ago  by  Wednesday  was  ? 

I cannot. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  to  Friday  next, 
Two  o’clock. 


(170.  to.) 


I I 


Mary  Oxuens. 
Uth  June  1850. 
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Die  Veneris,  14°  Junii  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  ANDREW  KIRKWOOD  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows: 

3395.  WHERE  do  you  reside  ? 

In  the  county  of  Roscommon. 

3396.  With  your  father? 

Yes. 

3397.  What  is  the  name  of  his  residence? 

Lake  view. 


Evidence  on  the 
Petition  of  the 
Hoard  of  Guardians 
of  the  Union  of 
Carrick-on- 
Shannon. 

Mr.  A.  Kirkwood. 
14th  June  1850. 


3398.  Is  it  near  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

Within  about  two  miles  of  it. 

3399.  Do  you  know  Captain  Wynne  by  sight  ? 

Yes. 

3400.  Do  you  know  him  personally,  to  speak  to  him  ? 

No. 

3401.  You  never  conversed  with  him? 

Never. 

3402.  Where  did  you  see  him  to  know  him  by  sight? 

Going  in  and  out  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  to  have  him  pointed  out  to  me  as 
Captain  Wynne. 

3403.  Did  you  ever  see  him  at  your  father’s  place  ? 

I did. 

3404.  When  ? 

I cannot  say  as  to  the  date,  the  certain  time  ; about  the  month  of  June. 

3405.  In  last  year? 

No. 

3406.  The  year  before? 

No,  I think  about  two  years  before. 

3407.  Last  June  twelvemonth  ? 

Yes. 


3408.  In  1848? 

Yes  ; I am  not  certain  as  to  the  date,  whether  it  was  two  years  or  one  year 
ago  ; I know  it  was  in  June. 

3409.  When  you  saw  him  there,  was  he  going  to  call  on  your  father  ? 

No ; the  first  that  I saw  of  him  there  was  when  he  came  with  his  horse  to  the 
gate. 

3410.  He  was  riding,  was  he  not? 

Yes. 

3411.  Did  he  get  off  his  horse  at  the  gate  ? 

He  rode  inside,  and  then  got  off  his  horse. 

3412.  Did  he  put  up  his  horse  ? 

Yes,  in  the  gate-house. 

(170-H.)  1 1 2 3413.  Who 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


252  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 


Mr.  .1.  Kirkwood.  3413.  Who  lived  in  the  gate-house  ? 

. A woman  of  the  name  of  Creswell. 

14th  June  1850. 

3414.  She  was  portress  to  your  father,  was  she  P 

3415.  Did  you  hear  him  ask  for  any  one  ? 

No,  I could  not ; I was  too  far  away. 

3416.  Were  you  within  sight  of  the  gate  ? 

Yes. 

3417.  \\  hat  did  he  do  then,  after  putting  up  his  horse  at  the  gate  ? 

He  walked  about  a hundred  yards  up  the  avenue,  and  then  stood  under  a tree. 

3418.  A tree  on  the  side  of  the  avenue  ? 

Yes. 

3419.  Was  he  alone? 

No;  a woman  was  with  him. 

3420.  Did  she  pass  through  the  gate  with  him  ? 

No ; she  came  down  the  road  about  ten  yards  before  him,  and  opened  the  irate 
tor  him,  and  then  ran  on  before  him  out  into  the  park . 

3421.  It  was  not  the  portress  who  opened  the  gate  ? 

No. 

3422.  Did  Captain  Wynne  then  go  up  the  avenue  and  overtake  her  ? 

bhe  stood  under  the  tree,  and  he  overtook  her  under  the  tree,  and  chatted 
with  her. 

3423.  Were  you  in  sight  of  him  at  the  time ; could  he  see  you  7 
He  could  not  at  that  time. 


3424.  Were  you  alone? 

No;  I was  standing  with  some  men  on  the  bog. 

3425.  Working? 

Ves. 


3426.  How  many  men  were  there? 

Seven  or  eight. 

3427.  How  far  was  the  bog  from  the  avenue  ? 
About  150  yards  across  to  the  avenue. 

3428.  After  talking  with  her,  did  he  quit  her  ? 
No  ; they  walked  up  into  the  plantation  together. 

3429.  Did  you  see  them  go  into  the  plantation  ? 
Yes. 


trees, ^ouWyouf7  ^ ^ *k**ka’  y°U  COuld  not  seethem  *iwgh  the 

No ; I then  went  up  the  road  to  the  gate,  and  went  into  the  gate,  and  saw  the 
horse  at  the  gate-house,  and  I ordered  the  horse  out,  and  the  horse  was  turned 
out  on  to  the  road-side,  and  a boy  caught  it  and  held  it. 


3431.  From  the  gate-house  where  did  you  go  ? 
1 went  up  the  aveuue. 

3432.  Were  you  alone? 

Yes,  at  this  time  I was. 


3433.  When  you  got  up  the  avenue,  what 
I heard  some  groauing  up  in  the  trees, 
Wynne  in  connexion  with  the  woman  there  ; 
down  the  road  with  him. 


did  you  see  ? 

and  I looked  up,  and  saw  Captain 
the  same  woman  that  I saw  come 


3434.  How  far  from  the  road  was  this  ? 
About  five  yards. 


3435.  Was 
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3435.  Was  it  an  open  plantation,  or  was  there  much  underwood  ? Mr-  Kirkwood. 

There  was  no  underwood  in  it ; it  was  an  open  plantation.  1+th  j~i850 

3436.  When  you  say  the  road,  you  mean  the  avenue  down  to  the  house?  “ 

Yes. 

3437.  How  long  did  you  remain  there  ? 

About  two  minutes. 

3438.  You  were  alone  at  the  time  ? 

Yes  ; and  then  I saw  a man  coming  the  other  side  of  the  ditch,  through  the 
fields — Kelly — the  other  side  of  the  plantation,  by  the  ditch. 

3439.  After  being  there  about  two  minutes? 

Yes. 

3440.  Did  he  join  you? 

He  came  and  jumped  across  the  ditch,  and  immediately  Captain  Wynne  got 
up,  and  came  down  towards  me. 

3441.  What  did  you  say  to  him,  anything  ? 

Nothing. 

3442.  What  did  the  woman  do  ? 

She  ran  away  through  the  trees,  and  this  Kelly  pursued  her  ; we  suspected 
that  she  was  some  neighbouring  woman  about  the  place,  and  he  pursued  her  to 
see  who  she  was. 

3443.  Did  Kelly  see  her  ? 

He  did. 

3444.  Did  he  speak  to  you  ? 

Yes,  he  did. 

3445.  After  he  jumped  across  the  ditch  ? 

No,  not  until  he  came  back  again. 

3446.  You  and  Kelly  did  not  go  together  after  Captain  Wynne  ? 

No  ; he  went  one  way,  and  I another. 

3447.  You  came  down  from  the  bog  ; was  Kelly  there  ? 

Yes ; he  was  working  on  the  bog. 

, 3448.  He  came  from  the  bog,  and  so  did  you  ? 

Of  course. 

3449.  Not  together  ? 

No ; I went  one  way,  and  he  another. 

3450.  The  moment  Kelly  came,  did  Captain  Wynne  get  up  ? 

As  soon  as  he  saw  Kelly. 

3451.  That  was  as  soon  as  Kelly  came  down  ? 

Yes. 

3452.  Had  you  ever  seen  the  woman  before? 

No,  not  till  that  day. 

3453.  Did  you  ever  see  her  afterwards? 

I did, 

3454.  Who  was  she? 

A woman  of  the  name  of  Williams ; she  was  a stranger  to  me. 

3455.  Was  she  a pauper? 

I believe  so. 

3456.  Have  you  seen  her  since? 

Yes. 

3457.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  how  you  recognized  her? 

I saw  her  in  the  market  of  Drumshambo. 

3458.  When  did  you  see  her  ? 

On  Wednesday  week,  I think.  , 

(170.il.)  . ix  3 3459.  You 
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Mr.  A.  Kirkwood. 
14th  June  1850. 


3459.  You  recognized  her  to  be  the  same  woman? 

Yes. 

3460.  Did  you  hear  whether  she  had  any  other  name  besides  Williams  ? 

Jane  Williams  ; she  is  married  to  a poor  man  of  the  name  of  Harrington. 

3461.  Jane  Williams,  vou  presume,  is  her  maiden  name  ? 

Yes. 

3462.  You  say  the  name  of  her  husband  is  Harrington? 

Yes. 

3463.  Your  fathers  gates  are  iron,  are  they  not? 

They  are. 

3464.  There  is  a stone  pier  on  either  side,  is  there  not  ? 

Yes. 

3465.  And  there  is  a lodge  slated? 

Yes. 

3466.  It  has  the  appearance,  I believe,  of  a gentleman’s  place? 

Of  course  it  has. 

3467.  What  is  the  distance,  as  well  as  you  can  compute  in  your  mind,  from 
the  gate  to  the  house  ? 

It  is  half  a measured  Irish  mile. 

3468.  Do  you  believe  it  is  probable  that  the  person  employed  officially  as  the 
Inspector  at  Boyle,  and  also  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  at  the  same  time,  and  neces- 
sarily passing  along  that  road  continually  on  duly,  could  have  been  ignorant  that 
that  place  belonged  to  your  father  ? 

I am  sure  he  could  not. 

3469.  How  can  you  be  certain  that  he  could  not  ? 

He  was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  my  uncle’s  ; I think  he  used  to  go  to  my 
uncle’s  from  the  first  time  that  he  came  there ; and  I think  he  could  not  but 
have  known  that  that  place  belonged  to  us. 

3470.  He  used  to  go  to  your  uncle's,  did  he  ? 

Yes,  to  visit  there. 

3471.  Where  did  your  uncle  live? 

About  a mile  and  a half  further  on  upon  the  road. 

3472.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Mr.  James  Kirkwood. 

3473.  You  think  he  must  have  known  your  family  name  ? 

Yes. 

3474.  At  what  hour  of  the  day  did  this  take  place  ? 

I think  it  was  between  twelve  and  one  o’clock. 

3475.  Your  father  is  a magistrate  of  the  county  of  Roscommon,  I believe,  is 
he  not? 

YTes. 

3476.  And  does  duty  as  such  ? 

He  does. 

3477.  After  Captain  Wynne  returned  again  to  the  road,  what  direction  did  ho 
take  ? 

He  then  took  a pocket-book  out.  of  his  pocket,  a very  small  book,  and  jumped 
up  on  to  the  pier  of  the  gate,  as  it  were  to  take  a map  of  the  place. 

3478.  Had  he  a map  or  anything  with  him  ? 

Nothing  but  a very  small  book. 

3479.  Did  he  go  anywhere  else,  except  on  the  pier,  with  that  book  to  take 
observations  ? 

He  then  mounted  his  horse,  and  rode  up  the  road  a good  way,  and  he  took 
out  the  same  book  and  began  to  write  something. 

3480.  Were 
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3480.  Were  there  many  people  about  that  gateway  and  round  him  when  he 
arrived  ? 

None  at  the  gateway. 

3481.  No  one  at  all? 

No. 

3482.  He  was  quite  alone,  with  the  exception  of  this  woman  ? 

3483.  There  were  not  six  or  seven  people  following  him? 

No ; no  one  was  going  in  with  him  but  this  woman. 

3484.  And  when  he  came  out,  were  there  any  people  by  ? 

Then  no  one  was  with  him  but  myself,  and  the  man  then  came  down  the 
road  ; the  woman  ran  out  through  the  ditch  of  the  plantation,  and  then  through 
another  field  on  the  road. 

3485.  Did  you  tell  your  father  of  this  ? 

I then  went  over  to  see  some  tenants,  and  when  I came  hack  I met  him  on 
the  avenue,  and  I told  him  of  the  occurrence. 

3486.  Did  your  father  express  great  indignation  on  hearing  of  it? 

Not  very  much ; he  said  he  would  write  to  the  Commissioners,  and  he  did 
write  to  them. 

3487.  Was  your  father  ever  reputed  to  be  a madman  ? 

Never. 

3488.  Did  you  ever  see  him  acting  as  a madman? 

Never. 

3489.  Was  that  the  only  occasion  on  which  you  saw  Captain  Wynne  ? 

Yes  ; I saw  him  about  a week  after  the  occurrence  took  place  at  my  father’s 
place ; he  came  up  there  to  see  whether  he  had  written  a letter  to  the  Com- 
missioners. 

3490.  He  called  there  ; were  you  present  when  he  spoke  to  your  father  upon 
the  subject? 

No. 

3491.  Did  he  talk  to  you  upon  the  subject? 

Never. 

3492.  When  you  saw  Captain  Wynne  in  the  avenue,  did  anything  take  place 
between  you  and  him  ? 

Nothing. 

3493.  Did  he  mention  anything  to  you? 

Not  a word  ; I turned  my  back  upon  him. 

3494.  Did  you  see  him  claim  his  horse  ? 

Yes,  and  mount  his  horse. 

3495.  Did  he  complain,  in  your  hearing,  of  his  horse  being  turned  loose  upon 
the  rOad,  which  he  had  left  at  the  gate-house  ? 

No,  he  did  not  see  it  turned  loose;  he  thought  it  was  taken  out  of  the  gate- 
house by  the  boy ; it  was  turned  loose  at  the  gate,  and  the  boy  caught  it. 

3496.  What  was  your  motive  for  turning  it  out  of  the  gate-house  ? 

1 did  not  like  to  have  it  in  the  gate-house,  knowing  the  conduct  that  he  was 
guilty  of. 

3497.  Did  you  not  turn  it  out  previously  to  seeing  him  there  ? 

I knew  where  he  was  at  the  time  I turned  out  the  horse. 

3498.  You  saw  him  going  up  with  the  woman  into  your  father’s  plantation? 

Yes. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


(170.  ll.) 


i i 4 


ANN 


Mr.  A.  Kirhtvood. 
14th  June  1850. 
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Ann  CrestueU. 
14th  June  1850. 


ANN  C RESWELL  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows 

3499.  WHERE  do  you  live  ? 

At  Lakeview,  in  the  gate-house,  in  Mr.  Kirkwood’s  gate-house. 

3500.  Do  you  live  there  now  ? 

No,  I do  not. 

3501.  Where  do  you  live  now  ? 

I live  in  the  house. 

3502.  In  Mr.  Kirkwood’s  house? 

Yes. 

3503.  As  a servant  of  his  ? 

Yes. 

3504.  When  did  you  leave  the  gate-house  ? 

I cannot  exactly  say. 

3505.  Did  you  live  there  a year  or  two  ago? 

I did  a year  ago.  I am  more  than  a year  out  of  it. 

3506.  Is  there  a bar  to  the  gate? 

No. 

3507.  .Any  one  can  come  in  at  the  gate  without  your  being  aware  of  it  ? 

They  can. 

3508.  Is  the  gate-house  inside  the  gate  ? 

Yes,  inside. 

3509.  Any  one  can  come  in  without  your  opening  it  ? 

Yes. 

3510.  Do  you  ever  lock  it? 

I do. 

3511.  And  sometimes  you  leave  it  open  ? 

Yes. 

3512.  Is  there  any  road  going  that  way  to  any  place,  except  the  house  ? 

No  ; only  t,o  the  house  in  that  direction. 

3513.  Do  you  ever  remember  a gentleman  coming  there  on  horseback,  and 
putting  up  his  horse  at  the  lodge  ? 

Right  well. 

3514.  How  long  is  that  ago? 

I cannot  exactly  say  how  long  ago  it  is  now. 

3515.  What  time  of  the  year  was  it,  in  summer  or  winter  ? 

To  the  best  of  my  opinion,  it  was  in  June. 

3516.  In  the  summer? 

Yes. 

3517.  What  made  you  remember  it  particularly? 

A gentleman  takes  his  beast  to  the  house  along  with  him. 

3518.  Gentlemen  do  not  generally  leave  their  horses  at  the  lodge,  do  they? 
He  left  his  horse  at  the  lodge  with  me. 

3519.  That  is  the  reason  why  you  remember  it  particularly  ? 

Yes. 

3520.  Did  you  know  that  gentleman  by  sight  ? 

Captain  Wynne  they  called  him. 

3521.  Had  you  known  him  before  ? 

I saw  him  passing  before. 

3522.  You 
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3522.  You  knew  who  he  was  when  he  came? 

I knew  him  by  his  name. 

3523.  You  knew  him  by  sight  ? 

Yes. 

3524.  What  did  he  say  to  you  when  he  brought  his  horse  there? 

lie  called  and  asked,  was  there  any  person  there ; I made  answer  and 
said  there  was.  He  asked,  was  Mr.  Kirkwood  at  home;  and  I told  him  he 
was.  lie  asked,  could  he  leave  his  beast  there  till  he  returned;  and  I said 
he  could. 

3525.  Did  he  ask  for  “ Mr.  Kirkwood,”*  or  for  your  ‘'master  ”? 

For  “ Mr.  Kirkwood.” 

352G.  Did  he  pronounce  the  name  of  “ Kirkwood”? 

He  did. 

3527.  He  did  not  say,  “ Is  the  gentleman  at  home  ?” 

He  asked,  “ Is  Mr.  Kirkwood  at  home?” 

3528.  After  he  put  up  his  horse,  what  did  you  see  him  do  ? 

I saw  him  go  over  the  avenue  out  of  my  sight.  He  went  over  out  of  my  sight 
at  the  turn.  There  is  a turn  over  from  the  gate-house,  and  I saw  him  going, 
over  that  farm. 

3529.  Was  he  alone? 

He  was  alone, 

3530.  Had  you  seen  anybody  come  in  through  the  gate? 

Yes. 

3531.  Who? 

I saw  a woman  come  in,  and  passing  up  facing  the  plantation  in  the  front  of 
the  gate-house,  and,  as  she  saw  me  opening  the  window,  she  gave  a short 
turn,  and  turned  towards  the  road  over  before  him. 

3532.  In  the  direction  he  was  going  ? 

Yes. 

3533.  Did  you  know  that  woman  at  all  ? 

No,  I did  not. 

3534.  Did  she  open  the  gate  ? 

I cannot  say ; I did  not  see  her  open  the  gate. 

3535.  You  were  in  the  house? 

Yes. 

3536.  Were  there  any  people  outside  the  gate  on  the  road? 

I did  not  see  any  on  the  road,  only  Mr.  Kirkwood’s  men  who  were  working, 
on  the  bog  down  from  the  gate-house. 

3537.  Near  the  gate-house  ? 

Yes. 

3538.  They  were  working  there? 

Yes. 

3539.  Did  you  see  anything  more  of  Captain  Wynne  ? 

No.  When  Captain  Wynne  came  back  to  the  gate  from  that  place,  when 
he  was  on  his  return,  he  went  up  to  the  lower  pier  of  the  gate,  and  walked 
along  the  wall,  and  sat  upon  the  other  pier  of  the  gate,  and  took  out  a book  or 
a paper  and  began  to  write  upon  the  pier  of  the  gate. 

3540.  You  said  when  he  came  back  from  the  place  ; from  what  place  ? 

When  he  returned  back  again. 

3541.  He  had  been  out  of  sight  during  that  time? 

He  went  out  of  my  sight ; I did  not  know  where  he  went  to. 

3542.  You  did  not  know  ? 

No,  but  according  as  I heard. 
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3543.  When  he  came  back,  he  got  on  to  the  gate  and  began  to  write  ? 

Yes. 

3544.  Did  you  say  anything  to  him  ? 

No, 

3545.  Did  he  ask  for  his  horse  ? 

I turned  out  his  horse ; I gave  it  to  a boy  that  came  up  along,  one  of  the 
master’s  hoys. 

3546.  Why  did  you  turn  out  his  horse? 

When  I heard  the  bad  character  of  him,  I handed  his  horse  to  a boy. 

3547.  Because  you  thought  him  a bad  character,  was  that  the  reason  ? 

Yes,  it  was. 

3548.  Did  anybody  tell  you  to  turn  the  horse  out  ? 

Yes ; and  my  brother  was  angry  with  me  for  having  him  in  the  house. 

3549.  What  is  his  name  ? 

Kelly. 

3550.  He  was  the  only  person  who  told  you  to  turn  the  horse  out  ? 

Yes. 

3551.  Nobody  else  told  you  ? 

I do  not  remember;  I think  Mr.  Kirkwood  desired  me  ; I am  not  sure,  but  I 
think  he  did. 

3552.  Did  you  see  what  became  of  Captain  Wynne  when  he  got  outside  the 
gate  ? 

He  rode  on. 

3553.  Were  there  any  people  there  ? 

Master’s  men. 

3554.  No  men  or  woman  who  were  paupers  ? 

I saw  none. 

3555.  Have  you  ever  seen  that  woman  since,  whom  you  saw  that  day  ? 

I would  not  know  the  woman  but  by  appearance ; I saw  the  woman  one  day- 
after  that,  and  I heard  that  that  was  the  woman. 

3556.  You  would  not  know  her  yourself  ? 

No. 

3557.  Before  you  came  here,  did  any  body  tell  you  what  you  were  coming  here 
about  ? 

The  day  I started,  I heard  it  was  on  that  intention  X was  brought  here. 

3558.  Who  spoke  to  you  about  it  ? 

It  was  my  brother  brought  me  the  account  first. 

3559.  What  account  did  he  bring  you  ? 

He  told  me  I was  to  prepare  to  come  here. 

3560.  Did  he  tell  you  what  you  would  be  likely  to  speak  about  ? 

He  told  me  that  I was  to  come  to  give  evidence  and  say  all  I knew  about  it. 

3561.  Did  he  tell  you  what  questions  it  was  likely  you  would  be  asked  ? 

I do  not  know  whether  he  knew  what  questions  I would  be  asked  or  not  j 
Mr.  Kirkwood  told  me. 

3562.  What  did  he  tell  you  1 

He  told  me  I should  come  here  to  be  examined. 

3563.  Did  he  ask  you  any  questions  about  what  you  knew,  and  what  you  had 
seen  ? 

Yes,  he  did. 

3564.  Did  he  refresh  your  memory  in  any  way  ? 

No,  not  a bit. 

3565.  He  did  not  1 


3566.  Mr. 
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3566.  Mr.  Kirkwood  is  your  master  ? 

Yes. 

3567.  Did  you  think  it  natural,  when  you  were  to  come  so  far  as  this,  that 
your  master  should  tell  you,  you  were  to  come  ? 

Yes. 

3568.  Who  brought  you  over  ? 

Mr.  Kirkwood. 

3569.  The  last  witness  ? 

Yes. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


THE  MARQUIS  OF  WESTMEATH,  being  present,  is  examined  as  follows : 

3570.  YOU  are  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union  ? 

I am. 

3571.  Under  what  circumstances  were  you  elected  to  that  position  ? 

. J ^ad  then  recently  come  to  reside  on  my  property  in  that  country,  and  they 
informed  me  that  they  had  elected  me  to  be  the  Chairman;  I did  not  seek  it; 
I rather  wished  to  avoid  it,  for  I thought  it  would  give  me  more  to  do  than  I 
could  attend  to,  along  with  my  own  affairs ; but,  being  anxious  to  assist  the 
country  m the  state  of  difficulty  in  which  it  was,  I did  not  shrink  from  it ; and 
as  soon  as  my  health  enabled  me,  I attended  the  Board ; I believe  there  were 
two  meetings,  or  three  at  the  most,  that  I did  not  attend  ; I think  two. 

3572.  Had  you  reason  to  believe  that  your  election  as  Chairman  was  unani- 
mous, or  are  you  aware  whether  there  was  any  opposition  made  to  it  ? 

i T^ir  any  opposition;  I was  not  accurately  informed  of  any, 

and  1 did  not  inquire  ; the  subject  made  no  impression  on  me,  as  I was  rather 
averse  10  acting. 

3573.  Are  you  a considerable  landed  proprietor  within  the  Union  of  Carrick- 
on-Shannon  ? 

Very  considerable  ; I believe  I am  the  largest  rate-payer  in  the  Union ; I have 
been  informed  that  I am  the  largest  rate -payer  in  the  Union. 

3574.  How  soon  after  the  formation  of  the  new  Board  did  your  attendance  as 
Chairman  commence  1 

I believe  at  the  third  meeting. 

3575.  In  the  third  week  P 

Yes. 

3576.  Were  the  meetings  at  the  Board,  after  you  did  commence  your  duties 

as  Chairman,  fully  attended  ? J 

Very  fully. 

3577.  Did  many  of  the  Guardians  attend  from  any  considerable  distances 
from  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

Some  of  them,  I think,  came  eight  or  nine  miles. 

3578.  In  the  winter  ? 

Yes ; and  at  intermediate  distances. 

3579.  Were  the  hours  of  attendance  such  as  to  impose  considerable  labour 
upon  those  Guardians  ? 

I was  quite  surprised  at  the  labour  and  the  pains  that  they  took  in  investi- 
gating all  that  came  within  their  knowledge,  and  at  their  endeavours  to  extricate 
the  L nion  from  the  state  of  difficulty  in  wrhich  it  was.  I was  informed  by  the 
Clerk  that,  the  expenditure  of  the  Vice-Guardians  had  been  5,000/.  within  the 
last  week ; and  I was  also  informed  that  the  amount  of  money  left  in  the 

(170-1T0  kk2  Exchequer 
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Exchequer  of  the  Union  hardly  exceeded  100/.  when  we  came  into  office  ; and 
1 knew  that  several  of  the  Guardians  made  it  their  business  not  only  to  stay 
there  to  a very  late  hour,  having  the  inconvenience  to  return  to  tlieir  own 
homes,  exposed  to  the  inclemencies  of  a very  severe  winter ; and  also  several  of 
them  did  every  day  in  the  week  attend  to  endeavour  to  put  things  on  the  footing 
that  they  ought  to  be. 

3580.  Independently  of  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  itself,  were  there 
intermediate  meetings  of  the  Committees  of  the  Board  to  whom  were  delegated 
special  duties  ? 

I believe  there  were  a Finance  Committee  and  a House  Committee  when  it 
was  appointed. 

3581.  When  was  that  House  Committee  appointed  ? 

The  House  Committee  was  appointed  at  the  time  that  the  discovery  was  made 
of  the  frauds  and  the  abuses  which  were  going  on  in  the  workhouse ; l cannot 
state  the  exact  day,  hut  it  is  on  the  evidence ; the  discoveries  were  made  by  the 
House  Committee. 


3582.  Was  it  before  January  ? 

I should  think  it  was  in  the  month  of  January,  but  I cannot  positively  speak 
to  that ; it  is  in  the  evidence. 

3583.  And  you  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  evidence  is  accurate  in  that 
respect  ? 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  it. 


3584.  During  this  early  period  in  the  execution  of  your  duties,  were  you 
brought  in  contact  at  all  with  Captain  Haymes  ? * J 

He  always  sat  at  my  right  hand  in  the  room ; and  at  first  when  lie  came  there, 
I was  disposed  to  think  that  the  Board  might  have  been  considerably  benefited 
by  his  services ; he  seemed  to  be  a frank  man ; and  we  learned  that,  under  the 
state  of  the  law,  we  were  not  likely  to  have  a paid  Assistant  Guardian,  and  that 
the  most  we  could  expect  was  to  get  an  Inspector  over  that  and  the  adjoinin'* 
Union  ; Captain  Haymes  was  the  person  appointed  to  that  situation,  and  I had 
reason  to  hope  and  believe  at  that  time  that  he  would  have  been  of  material 
service  to  the  Union;  however,  I must  say  that  I did  not  perceive  anv  «•  reat 
activity  on  the  part  of  Captain  Haymes.  y 0 


358o.  Allow  me  to  ask,  in  reference  to  the  discoveries  which  you  have  men- 
tioned of  the  previously  existing  abuses  in  the  management  of  the  Garrick- on- 
bhannon  workhouse,  by  whom  those  discoveries  ware  made  ; were  they  made  bv 
Captain  Haymes  or  by  anybody  else,  and  if  so,  by  whom  ? * J 

I have  not  the  least  belief  that  they  were  discovered  at  all  by  Captain 
Haymes ; there  was  a gentleman  of  property  in  the  country  who  was  an  a •-officio 
Guardian,  Mr.  Owen  Lloyd;  he  had  been  recently  a Poor  Law  Inspector  and  is 
now  a Poor  Law  Inspector,  I believe,  in  the  Union  of  Bantry  ■ he  it  was  that 
began  the  very  constant  attendance,  and  looked  into  the  matter  narrowlv  ■ and  his 
experience  of  the  way  in  which  the  books  of  the  workhouse  should  have  been  kept 
enabled  him  very  soon  to  ascertain  for  the  Board  of  Guardians  what,  up  to 
that  time,  they  were  in  ignorance  of-that  is,  the  irregular-  manner  in  which  the 
registers  were  kept,  and  the  abuses  and  the  frauds  respecting  the  issue  of  the 
rations,  and  the  expenditure  of  materials  for  persons  that  were  not  supposed  I 
believe,  to  be  m the  workhouse.  Mr.  Owen  Lloyd,  and  two  other  gentlemen  who 
were  associated  with  hun-I  forget  who  they  were  exactlv,  1 think  one  of 'them 
was  one  of  the  Mr.  Kirkwood*— they  it  was  who  got  to  the  bottom  of  it  and 

ployed'for  that^urpose.  ‘°  °a'  d’  " l0nB  *6  CMlsidered  em- 


3586.  Their  employment  commenced  in  January,  did  it  not? 
I have  already  stated  that  I believe  it  did. 


3587.  You  did  not  suspect  the  existence  of  the  amount  of  abuse  that  was 
■Guar'dians  dlSC0Ter°d’  at  the  commei>oement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 

J?°i  ”1  think‘hat  “I  of  fte  elected  BoMd  of  Guardians  knew  at  all  the 
’ thou“h.1  am  surc  some  °f  ikem  suspected  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  that  was  wrong  going  on. 

3588.  When 
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3588.  When  you  met  the  first  time,  three  weeks  after  the  elected  Board  had 
entered  into  office,  on  that  day  was  any  discovery  made  of  the  abuses  ? 

I do  not  recollect  that  there  was. 

3589.  Was  there  any  attempt  made  to  investigate  into  them  on  that  day  ? 

I do  not  know  what  particular  business  was  done  on  that  day,  but  I know  that 
the  hours  of  the  Board  were  entirely  filled  up  by  assiduous  attention  to  their 
duties,  and  I am  sure  there  was  no  idle  time. 


The  Marquis  of 
Westmeath. 

14th  June  1850. 


3o90.  Did  the  duties  which  filled  up  their  time  consist  of  investigating  the 
claims  of  the  paupers,  or  examining  into  the  state  of  the  workhouse  ? 

1 think  the  matter  that  engaged  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Board  more 
than  anything  else  was  the  want  of  discipline  in  the  house.  There  were  no  means 
of  giving  the  paupers  their  meals  in  any  regular  way  ; the  boilers  had  been  burnt 
out,  1 believe  ; and  as  soon  as  we  learnt  that  there  was  an  invention  of  a steam - 
kitchen  that  would  be  fit  to  erect  in  the  workhouse,  we  were  glad  to  have  a pro- 
posal made  to  the  manufacturer  at  Belfast  to  erect  one,  because  we  knew  that 
until  there  was  a means  of  cooking  the  meals  of  the  paupers,  there  could  not 
possibly  be  any  amendment  in  the  discipline  of  the  house. 

3591.  When  your  pecuniary  condition  was  as  you  have  described,  having 
about  150  l.  in  hand,  all  extraneous  supplies  being  cut  off,  one  of  your  first  occu- 
pations must  necessarily  have  been  to  make  an  endeavour  to  obtain  funds  out 
of  which  relief  could  be  given  ? 

lhe  only  means  that  the  Board  had  was,  the  collection  of  the  outstanding 
■arrears  ; and  we  had  a good  deal  of  trouble  with  some  of  the  collectors,  either  to 
•compel  or  induce  them  to  pay  in  the  monies  which  we  considered  it  their  duty  to 
collect  and  pay  in;  several  of  them  were  summoned  before  the  magistrates,  and 
the  proceedings  were  occasionally  turned  over,  either  by  mistakes  or  chicanery; 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  Board  was  in  a most  helpless  state  for  want 
•of  money. 

o592.  Did  you  exert  yourselves,  as  far  as  you  could,  towards  procuring  sup- 
plies by  the  collection  of  the  rates  ? 

Yes,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power. 

3593.  Now,  even  supposing  that  you  had  been  more  effectual  in  collecting  the 
rates,  were  you  not  at  that  time  subject  to  legal  processes  of  various  kinds,  and 
to  most  peremptory  demands  on  the  part  of  the  contractors,  for  debts  incurred 
•before  you  had  been  appointed  as  Guardians  ? 

For  very  large  sums  we  were  threatened  with  legal  proceedings ; some  were 
•taken,  and  it  was  found  more  honest  and  more  expedient  to  allow  judgment  to 
■go  by  default,  rather  than  to  resist  what  must  ultimately  have  brought  execution, 
with  accumulated  costs.  Proposals  were  made  to  several  of  the  creditors,  and  were 
variously  received  ; and  it  was  not  until  it  was  announced  in  Parliament  that  there 
would  be  relief  given  to  the  distressed  districts  that  we  were  relieved  from  the  im- 
mediate apprehension  of  having  every  single  thing  belonging  to  the  workhouse 
sold  under  execution,  already  under  seizure,  for  the  bailiffs  were  in  the  house. 

3594.  It  was  that  Parliamentary  announcement  that  restored  your  credit,  so 
far  as  to  enable  you  to  obtain  supplies  ? 

I think  so ; I think  the  immediate  pressure  was  removed  by  it ; it  was  either 
•that  announcement,  or  the  certainty  of  a rate ; the  certainty  of  money  in  any 
case.  Then  there  was  a question  of  striking  a new  rate,  and  that  was  done  ; 
but,  in  the  meantime,  the  alteration  in  the  boundary  succeeded,  and  I came 
away  before  the  rate  was  actually  put  in  a course  of  collection. 

3595.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  to  any  of  the  documents  which  have 
been  laid  before  the  Committee,  showing  the  opinions  pronounced  by  Captain 
Haymes  upon  the  conduct  of  the  elected  Board  of  Guardians ; aud  can  you 
point  out  to  the  Committee  what  was  the  first  judgment  which  he  formed  upon 
the  elected  Board  of  Guardians,  and  their  co-operation  with  him? 

On  the  8th  of  November,  Captain  Haymes,  in  his  report,  appears  to  state, 
as  I have  seen  it  on  the  Table  of  your  Lordships’  Committee,  “ He  could  per- 
ceive that  there  was  a strong  disposition  among  the  Board  to  attend  seriously  to 
the  affairs  of  the  Union,  and  carry  out  the  law  with  all  possible  justice,  combined 
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with  the  strictest  economy,  • and  that  numerous  offers  of  support  were  made  to 
him  by  the  majority.” 

3596.  Are  you  aware  of  any  suggestions  having  been  made  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  by  Captain  Haymes,  which  they  either  disregarded  or  neglected  to 
carry  into  effect  ? 

There  was  a struggle  made  against  a suggestion  of  his  to  lay  down  pipes  to  the 
tank  ; because  several  of  the  Guardians,  locally  acquainted,  thought  it  would  be 
incurring  useless  expense ; because,  in  the  summer  season,  there  would  be  no 
supply  of  rain  to  make  it  available,  and  the  tank  would  be  dry ; and  they 
resisted  it.  But  in  the  end,  to  please  him,  they  gave  way,  and  ordered  the 
expense  to  be  undertaken ; and  when  I left,  after  the  expense  had  been  incurred, 
there  was  not  any  water  in  the  tank,  though  Captain  Haymes  stated  before  this 
Committee,  that  when  he  left  it  there  had  been,  which  I dare  say  might  be  per- 
fectly true.  Captain  Haymes  ought  to  have  the  merit  of  the  suggestion  of 
having  proposed  to  put  up  the  steam-kitchen;  he  carried  on  that  correspondence. 
That  suggestion  was  attended  to  immediately  by  the  Board,  and  they  were  most 
happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of  agreeing  to  it ; and  that  kitchen  apparatus 
was  put  up.  At  first  the  contractor  hesitated,  because  of  his  having  seen  in 
the  newspaper  that  there  was  an  execution ; but  upon  the  announcement  by 
Parliament  that  money  was  likely  to  be  issued,  or  else  the  certainty  of  money  by 
the  produce  of  a rate,  the  man  agreed  to  put  it  up,  and  it  was  speedily  put  up  ; 
and  I believe,  from  that  time  forth,  all  that  part  of  the  duty  was  carried  on  as 
it  ought  to  have  been ; I am  sure  it  was  up  to  the  time  of  my  departure. 

3597.  Were  there  any  other  suggestions  of  Captain  Haymes’s,  both  of  the 
suggestions  which  you  have  made  having  been  carried  into  effect,  which  were 
neglected  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? 

I recollect  Captain  Haymes  being  extremely  anxious  to  prevent  the  Board 
from  reducing  the  salaries  of  the  Believing  Officers.  The  Board  thought  it  their 
duty,  considering  the  high  salaries  which  had  been  given  to  those  people  by  the 
Vice-Guardians,  to  reduce  the  expense  in  that  department  as  much  as  possible, 
and  they  wished  that  there  should  be  only  a small  district  assigned  to  the  Reliev- 
ing Officers,  that  they  could  immediately  inspect  and  see  to,  and  that  men  living 
at  home,  and  not  having  to  travel  far  abroad  in  the  execution  of  their  duties, 
would  be  likely  to  serve  at  a cheap  rate ; and  the  object  of  the  Board  in  that 
view  was  to  get  good  security  from  persons  of  that  description  at  a reduced 
salary ; but  Captain  Haymes  resisted  that,  and  wished  to  have  persons  that  should 
have  nothing  else  whatever  to  do  at  a high  salary.  The  reason  of  the  difference 
between  Captain  Haymes  and  ourselves  upon  that  subject  was  this,  that  to  obtain 
a man  who  possibly  would  be  bound  not  to  attend  to  any  one  single  part  of  his 
own  affairs,  but  exclusively,  entirely,  and  without  intermission,  to  attend  to  the 
affairs  of  the  relief,  was  barely  possible,  and  highly  improbable ; because  every 
Irish  farmer  would  naturally  go  and  look  at  his  own  lands  between  times,  and  at 
whatever  concerned  himself;  and,  therefore,  we  thought  it  more  economical  to 
take  the  people  with  good  security  at  lower  salaries,  as  a better  arrangement  than 
having  those  at  higher  salaries,  with  vastly  increased  districts.  Captain  Haymes, 

I believe  represented  the  matter  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  we  were 

^Inpr«llv’tifrd  ,°fbhs^d,to  aPPomt  them  at  higher  salaries,  which  the  Board 
generally  thought  unfortunate,  considering  the  state  of  our  finances. 

^i'at  rere  the  drc,umstaaces  which  led  you  to  make  any  alteration  in 
the^vidence  ? aUoWances  of  soaP  and  which  have  been  adverted  to  in 

We  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  a great  deal  of  soap  was  handed  over  the 
■wall,  or  through  the  back  door,  and,  by  the  dishonesty  of  the  officers  given  awav 
or  so M m the  town  of  Carrick  ; we  had  no  motive  i/reducing  fte  lip  so 
the  business  of  the  house  should  not  he  properly  carried  on ; 1 proper  eeonomv 
and  a resistance  to  fraud,  were  our  only  motives.  The  reduction  of  the  rations 

Min°e  ?erfeCl??  just.lfiable  and  proper,  considering  the  extremely  low  and 
falling  puces  of  provisions  m the  country  at  that  time. 

have5fennHdTdSU  ifrtf”  !?belkve  ‘hat,  with  that  reduction,  you  would 
reduce^  rates  “ 6 SemCeS  °f  °fficers  f°r  the  workboase  « the 


We 
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We  had  no  difficulty  when  the  time  came  to  replace  them ; we  had  a vast 
number  of  proposals  which  we  put  aside,  in  consequence  of  those  who  had  been 
appointed  having  been  preferred. 

3600.  When  you  re-appointed  your  officers,  or  when  you  appointed  new 
officers,  those  appointments,  of  course,  went  up  with  your  minutes  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  ? 

They  must  necessarily  have  done  so. 

3601.  And  those  minutes  must  have  contained  not  only  the  names  of  the 
officers,  but  the  salaries  and  allowances  at  which  they  were  appointed  ; was  there 
any  remonstrance  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  as  to  the  scale  at  which 
you  had  fixed  their  remuneration  ? 

I do  not  recollect,  nor  believe  that  there  were  any,  unless  it  might  have  been 
to  Captain  Haymes,  in  return  for  the  reports  that  he  might  have  made  on  the 
subject. 


The  Marquis  of 
(V istmeath. 

14th  June  1850. 


3602.  You  are  not  aware  of  any  such  remonstrance  being  made  to  the 
Guardians  ? 

I am  not ; I do  not  recollect  anything  of  the  kind. 

3603.  Did  any  circumstances  occur  which  would  have  led  to  the  inference 
that  your  former  officers  would  be  willing  to  continue  in  office,  even  subject  to 
those  reduced  allowances  ? 

They  applied  to  be  reinstated,  or  rather  made  inquiry  why  they  should  be 
dismissed  without  what  they  called  “ trials.”  The  Board  had  had  quite  evidence 
enough  of  their  insufficiency,  and  were  determined  to  displace  them.  However, 
it  appeared  that  a letter  was  written  to  the  Commissioners  to  know  whether  the 
Board  could  have  the  power  of  re-appointing  anv  of  those  persons  : that  inquiry 
had  no  reference  whatever  to  the  master  or  the  matron.  I know  that  Mr.  Peyton 
imagined  that  neither  the  assistant  master  nor  the  assistant  matron  were  involved 
in  the  abuses,  and  he,  as  one  of  one  of  the  Committees,  considered  that  the  assist- 
ance of  these  persons  had  been  very  great,  in  enabling  them  at  last  to  discover  the 
abuses,  and,  therefore,  they  were  willing  to  give  them  a further  trial ; but  to  say 
that  there  was  a wish  on  the  part  of  the  Board  generally  to  re-appoint  anybody 
from  favour,  is  utterly  at  variance  with  the  fact ; and,  except  the  clerk,  they  were 
dismissed,  or  allowed  to  resign. 

3604.  Supposing  there  had  been  such  a disposition,  would  it  not  have  been 
practically  a disposition  to  favour  persons  who  originally  had  been  appointed  by 
the  Vice-Guardians,  and  whose  first  appointment  was  consequently  wholly  dis- 
connected from  the  elected  Guardians  ? 

There  could  reasonably  be  no  other  construction  put  upon  it. 

3605.  Had  you  any  evidence  that  satisfied  you  with  respect  to  the  truth  of 

the  reports  of  the  sales  of  soap,  and  of  parting  with  other  effects  belonging  to  the 
Union  ? ° b 

I do  not  recollect  that  we  were  able  to  bring  it  home  to  any  of  them.  Anybody 
conversant  with  Ireland  knows  how  hard  it  is  to  bring  home  offences,  and  how 
much  there  is  of  inclination  in  the  country  to  screen  offenders ; and  I do  not 
recollect  that  we  ever  had  anything  tangible  upon  the  subject;  if  anything  had 
been  at  all  discoverable  by  the  Board,  I am  perfectly  sure  there  would  not  have 
been  a moment’s  hesitation  to  have  brought  them  to  justice. 

3COO.  There  having  been  a delay  between  the  first  appointment  of  the  elected 
Guardians,  and  the  discovery  of  all  those  matters,  or,  at  least,  of  their  acting 
upon  a knowledge  of  those  tacts,  was  not  that  delay,  from  whatever  cause  it 
proceeded,  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  elected  Guardians  themselves,  and 
prejudicial*  to  them 'in  their  capacity  of  rate-payers  ? 

Unquestionably.  It  was  not  only  their  duty,  but  their  interest,  and  their 
extreme  wish,  to  put  the  workhouse  and  everything  belonging  to  the  Union 
upon  the  best  possible  footing,  as  soon  as  they  should  be  able  to  do  so. 

3607.  Have  you  any  possible  doubt  that  if  they  had  been  in  possession  of  the 
facts  which  led  to  the  supersession  of  the  officers  of  the  workhouse  at  an  earlier 
period,  that  that  supersession  would  have  been  immediate  ? 

I am  certain  of  it. 

(170. 11.)  k k 4 3608.  They 
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3608.  They  had  no  personal  reason  for  continuing  the  individuals  chosen  by 
their  predecessors,  and  their  own  individual  interest  would  have  led  them  to  get 
better  officers  ? 

I should  conceive  so,  certainly. 


3609.  You  spoke  of  the  supply  of  water,  and  the  expense  that  was  incurred 
at  the  suggestion  of  Captain  Haymes,  and  you  stated  also  that  it  had  failed  up  to 
the  period  of  your  leaving  Ireland  ? 

Yes. 


3610.  Have  you  had  recourse  to  any  other  means  of  obtaining  a supply  of 
water,  or  have  any  other  means  of  obtaining  that  supply  been  recommended  to 
you,  and  if  so,  by  whom  ? 

The  workhouse  is  on  the  top  of  a very  high  hill,  and  there  was  for  a long  time 
during  the  summer  weather  the  work  of  sinking  a well  going  on,  which  they 
hoped  would  give  an  adequate  supply  for  the  workhouse  during  the  winter  time. 
The  well  was  so  extremely  deep,  and  so  cold,  that  no  workmen  could  possibly 
be  put  into  it  to  work  in  the  winter,  and  accordingly  the  Guardians  suspended 
that  work,  intending  to  resume  it  when  the  warm  weather  came  on.  Then 
latterly  it  became  a question  as  to  whether  it  was  worth  incurring  any  more 
expense  in  continuing  that  well,  and  whether  it  was  not  better  to  have  a scientific 
person  down  to  give  his  opinion,  as  to  whether  some  cheaper  and  more  imme- 
diate mode  of  giving  a supply  of  water  could  be  adopted.  Captain  Haymes 
was  requested  to  apply  to  the  Commissioners  to  send  down  their  architect  or 
engineer  to  see  to  it ; and  I have  since  understood  that  such  a person  was  there, 
and  that  the  matter  has  been  undertaken,  and  that  the  well  is  abandoned.  But 
it  is  impossible  in  any  way  to  charge  the  Board,  with  truth,  with  any  neglect  or 
indifference  upon  the  subject  of  water  ; because,  as  it  was  the  very  first  essential, 
they  would  have  wished  to  have  it ; and,  moreover,  the  bringing  up  of  water  by 
carts  was  a very  expensive  and  wasteful  mode,  and  very  unsatisfactory ; and, 
therefore,  of  course  if  the  well  could  have  been  sunk  by  magic,  it  would  have 
been  very  much  to  the  desire  of  the  Guardians  ; or  if  any  labour  that  could  have 
been  undertaken  could  have  effected  it,  they  would  have  had  it  performed. 

3611.  Then,  as  far  as  you  are  informed,  has  the  report  of  the  engineer,  or 
the  person  who  was  sent  down  to  examine  into  this  question  of  water, 
superseded  the  first  recommendation  in  relation  to  the  tank  given  by  Captain 
Haymes  ? 

I believe  that  the  tank  will  turn  out  only  to  be  a temporary  and  useless  thing, 
if  the  pipes  are  laid  down  to  the  River  Shannon. 

3612.  The  tank  is  not  connected  with  the  well,  is  it  ? 

No. 

3613.  With  regard  to  the  well,  was  much  expense  incurred  in  sinking  the 
well  ? 

I should  think  a great  deal ; it  is  very  deep- 

3614.  Was  the  well  sunk  by  the  advice  of  any  engineer  ? 

I cannot  say ; I presume  it  was  done  under  the  advice  of  some  competent 
person ; we  found  it  going  on,  and  the  materials  were  all  ready  to  carry  it  on  as . 
soon  as  the  weather  would  enable  the  people  to  go  down  into  it. 

3615.  Was  that  well  sunk  by  the  order  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

I should  think  it  had  been  begun  originally  when  the  first  elected  Board  were 
there ; they  must  have  done  so,  otherwise  they  could  not  have  intended  to  go 
on  without  a supply  of  water  to  the  house.  I presume  it  was  begun  at  the- 
outset. 

3616.  And  very  considerable  expense  incurred  upon  it? 

A very  large  expense. 

3617.  Have  you  compared  any  portions  of  Captain  Haymes’  reports  with 
the  evidence  given,  to  which  you  would  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee  ? 

Captain  Haymes  states,  in  his  report  of  the  4tli  of  November,  that  as  to  the 
contracts,  everything  had  been  conducted  in  the  most  equitable  and  methodical 
manner ; and  I see  that  Colonel  Clarke  states,  “ that  the  orders  of  the  Commis- 
sioners - 
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sioners  were  not  carried  out  in  taking  security  from  the  parties.”  That  may  he 
explained  away  afterwards.  As  to  these  contracts,  Captain  Haymes  held  his 
inquiry  on  the  24th  of  November  ; he  made  a report  on  the  25th,  in  which'he 
stated,  “ that  it  was  fully  proved  that  great  irregularity  and  neglect  of  duty 
had  existed  in  the  manner  in  which  all  tile  business  of  the  Union  had  hitherto 
been  conducted.”  . Now  that  censure,  I should  think,  must  have  attached  the 
Vice-Guardians,  as  the  elected  hoard  had  then  only  sat  three  times,  inasmuch  as 
they  only  took  office  on  the  1st  of  November. 


■The  Marquis  of 
Westmeath. 

14th  June  18501 


3C18.  You  stated  that  it  was  Mr.  Owen  Lloyd  who  first  discovered  those 
irregularities,  but  that  there  had  been  a general  notion  prevailing  amongst  the 
Guardians  that  abuses  existed  ? 

I think  there  was. 


3019.  Then,  as  that  notion  existed,  did  the  Guardians  take  any  steps  towards, 
an  investigation  of  those  abuses  ? 

They,  by  their  committee,  made  every  inquiry  that  they  could,  but  they  had 
not  hit  the  nail  up  to  that  time. 

3620.  They  did,  in  fact,  institute  an  inquiry? 

The  committees  were  employed  in  the  ordinary  routine,  which,  of  course, 
must  have  included  the  question  of  mal-administration,  or  the  proper  adminis- 
tration of  the  workhouse. 

3621.,  There  was  no  special  inquiry  ? • 

No  ; because  at  that  time  the  extent  of  it  was  not  either  suspected,  or  might 
have  been  to  a degree  suspected,  but  not  certainly  to  the  extent ; nor  was  it. 
known. 

3622.  Mr.  Owen  Lloyd  was  a member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  was  he 
not  ? 

Yes,  and  entitled  to  be  so  ex  officio. 

3623.  Do  you  attribute  to  the  experience  which  he  had  acquired  in  the 
previous  performance  of  his  duties  his  discovery  of  those  frauds  ? 

I attribute  it  entirely  to  him,  and  to  the  committee  working  under  him. 

3624.  He  had  thereby  the  advantage  of  a better  qualification,  derived  from, 
experience  ? 

He  seemed  to  be  uncommonly  clever  at  all  the  business. 

3625.  Are  there  any  other  observations  that  your  Lordship  has  to  make  upon 
the  evidence  and  the  reports  as  they  stand  ? 

Captain  Haymes  states,  in  his  report  of  the  13th  December,  that  “the  Guar- 
dians appear  desirous  of  making  new  rates  as  often  as  the  wants  and  necessities 
of  the  Union  may  require.”  In  that  report  there  is  not  a word  as  to  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  soap  or  rations  being  the  cause  of  any  impropriety,  and  the  officers 
had  not  then  been  changed.  They  were  the  same  officers  who  he  now  states 
were  discontented  on  the  subject  of  soap  and  rations. 

3626.  Was  that  report  subsequently  to  the  date  of  the  reductions  of  rations- 
and  soap  ? 

I presume  that  it  was.  On  the  17th  of  December,  Dr.  Phelan's  report  is  a very 
unfavourable  one  to  the  establishment,  including,  as  I conceive,  Captain  Haymes’s; 
because  on  the  24th  of  December— and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  no  sooner  is  be 
aroused  than  he  lays  it  all  on  the  Guardians — he  accuses  them  of  being  the 
causes  of  dysentery  and  fever  ; although  in  his  report  of  the  13th  of  the  verv 
same  month  he  had  said,  “there  was  a strong  desire  manifested  by  the  Board  to. 
make  every  sacrifice  to  avoid  a recurrence  to  out-door  relief,”  which  must  have 
been  intended  to  convey,  at  least,  that  they  were  doing  their  duty  to  the  work- 
house,  and  that  without  one  syllable  of  reproach  to  the  Board;  he  adds,  that 
“ although  fever  and  dysentery  are  on  the  increase,  they  are  not  more  than, 
usually  exhibit  themselves  at  this  period  of  the  year,  and  the  whole  of  the 
inmates  of  the  workhouse  and  the  auxiliaries  are  generally  healthy.” 

3627.  What  was  the  interval  between  those  two  reports? 

Dr.  Phelan’s  report  was  on  the  17th,  and  Captain  Haymesg  report  was  on 
the  24th. 

(170.11.)  LL'  3628.  You 
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3628.  You  ■wish,  to  point  out  to  the  Committee  the  difference  "between  the 
Inspector’s  report  and  that  of  Dr.  Phelan  ? 

1 show  that  Dr.  Phelan  made  a report  which  included  him  (Captain  Haymes) 
in  the  blame.  Then  on  the  24th,  Captain  Haymes  turns  round  and  lays  that 
blame  on  the  Board  of  Guardians,  which  he  had  not  succinctly  brought  before 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  or  anybody  else  up  to  that  time. 

3629.  Plad  Captain  Haymes,  in  that  interval,  within  your  knowledge,  made 
any  suggestion  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  by  which  the  fever  or  the  dysentery 
stated  to  prevail  could  have  been  lessened  ? 

Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

3630.  That  was  daring  the  time  of  your  attendance  as  Chairman  ? 

Yes.  There  were  periodical  doctor’s  reports,  and  whenever  there  was  anything 
required,  the  Board  were  always  ready  to  supply  it  to  the  utmost  of  their  power; 
they  could  not  exactly  stop  disorders  of  that  kind,  but  they  did  what  they  could 
to  alleviate  them. 

3631.  The  question  referred  specially  to  Captain  Haymes ; he  made  no  sug- 
gestion that  was  neglected  by  the  Board  in  relation  to  the  fever  or  dysentery  ? 

I decidedly  think  not ; I am  positive  not ; the  notice  of  the  disease  entirely 
proceeded  from  the  medical  officer.  On  the  10th  of  January,  Captain  Haymes 
says,  that  “ a more  rapid  reformation  would  haye  taken  place,  but  for  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  a sufficient  supply  of  water,  which  has  been  brought  to  the 
house  a considerable  distance  by  water-carts,  buckets  and  tubs,  thereby  causing 
much  inconvenience;’  but  in  his  evidence  now,  subsequently,  he  accuses  the 
Board  of  not  having  given  that  supply  of  water  in  that  manner  which  he  says 
himself  was  supplied  at  considerable  inconvenience,  describing  the  nature  of  the 
inconvenience. 


3632.  Could  it  have  been  supplied  in  any  other  way  but  by  the  buckets  and 
carts  to  which  he  alludes  ? 

It  would  have  been  impossible. 

3633.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  remonstrance  from  him  as  to  any  insufficiency 
of  water  other  than  that  which  you  have  stated  in  the  recommendation  as  to 
sinking  a well  or  tank  ? 

Not  otherwise  than  any  unwillingness  that  the  Board  might  have  shown  to 
establish  pipes  to  the  tank.  On  the  13th  of  January,  Captain  Havmes  appears 
to  haye  made  a report,  m which  he  states,  “ that  the  state  of  this '"Union  is  un- 
dergoing a gradual  reformation  and  improvement ; but  in  consequence  of  the 
many  obstacles  the  Guardians  have  had  to  encounter,  such  as  the  inefficiency 
01  the  omceis  01  the  workhouse,  their  subsequent  prostration  bv  fever  the 
numerous  irregularities  in  the  keeping  of  the  books,  and,  above  all,  the  embar- 
rassed state  of  the  finances,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  re-organization  of 
such  an  estabhshment  can  be  effected  suddenly  and  at  once.  I am,  however 
enabled  to  report,  that  already  much  has  been  done  towards  the  re-establishment 
of  cleanliness,  disc, plme  and  order ; and  from  the  unceasing  efforts  of  the  gen- 
tlemen appointed  as  the  house  committee,  I have  every  reason  to  anticipate  that 
eventually  the  whole  estabhshment  will  be  placed  on  a firmer  and  hettel-  footing 
than  it  has  ever  yet  arrived  at.  Of  course  the  maintaining  of  this  state  will 
depend  wholly  on  the  efficiency  of  the  responsible  officers  they  are  Tout  to 

~ selection^' The  c""*^  ^ T1  the  — y of Sing 

a proper  selection.  The  Commissioners  have  been  informed  by  the  minutes  of 

proceedings  of  last  month  of  the  intention  to  erect  a cooking  appmto  bv 
steam,  as  also  a drying  laundry,  after  the  patent  of  ■ Davis  and  Symffigto/’ 
Ihe  arrangements  were  made  with  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Belfast  and  hf  had 
already  despatched  one-half  the  apparatus,  when  he  (having  heard  of  the  emW 
rassed  state  of  the  Union’s  finances)  declined  an  Sonai 

guarantee  from  the  Guardians.  This,  of  course  was  refused  • w ’ F,  1 
rates  have  been  decided  on,  and  Mr.  Robinson  to  on  the  octstoT 

I trust  he  will  consent  to  proceed  with  the  work  Th;e  ,1*1  „ 1 U C occaslon> 

siderable  inconvenience  in  the  kitchen  • J ta?  cansed 

insufficient  to  supply  all  the  inmates  with  food  at  ibe  T “*  USe  be,aS 
delay  and  irregularity  in  the  meX.^taldlS  hat  Sa - 
nally  m use  are  both  broken.  It  will  be  unnecessary  for 

detail 
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detail  of  the  different  departments  of  the  house,  as  I have  already  stated  that  all 
are  in  a state  of  transition,  and  gradually  improving.  I,  however,  beg  to  notice 
(as  regards  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house)  that  much  has  been  effected  by 
the  removal  of  the  female  school  to  Jamestown,  to  the  number  of  350.  Ar- 
rangements are  about  to  be  made  for  the  removal  of  the  aged  and  infirm  to  an 
auxiliary  house,  which  will  afford  ample  accommodation  to  the  medical  officer 
for  the  treatment  of  infirmary  cases,  and  as  there  is  a temporary  fever-shed  in 
connexion  with  the  fever  hospital,  this  can  be  occupied  if  required.  I trust  the 
Commissioners  will  bear  in  mind  what  the  medical  officers  appear  to  have  lost 
sight  of  in  their  reports ; viz.,  that  at  this  period  of  last  year  there  were  several 
thousands  receiving  out-door  relief ; hundreds  of  these  were  in  sickness ; they 
died  and  were  buried  at  the  expense  of  the  Union,  without  any  one  of  them 
coming  under  the  cognizance  of  the  medical  officer,  or  entering  into  his  reports. 
Now,  on  the  contrary,  all  such  cases  are  taken  into  the  workhouse,  and  it  is  a 
well-ascertained  fact,  that  the  people  will  not  seek  for  admittance  until  they  are 
reduced  to  such  a state  as  to  preclude  the  hope  of  recovery.  This  will  account 
in  a great  measure  for  the  augmentation  observed  in  the  returns  of  mortality  ; 
but  from  my  own  experience,  and  the  inquiries  I have  made  from  competent 
persons,  I am  of  opinion  there  is  not  more  fever  and  dysentery  prevailing  at 
present  than  usually  occurs  at  this  period  of  the  year ; but  the  fact  of  there  being 
more  in  the  workhouse  is  undoubted,  and  accounted  for  as  above.  It  is,  there- 
fore, natural  to  conclude  that  all  medical  officers  should  be  strongly  prejudiced  in 
favour  of  out-door  relief : first,  because  it  relieves  them  of  many  responsible 
and  arduous  duties  by  lessening  the  number  of  the  sick  ; and,  secondly,  because 
they  have  a laudable  desire  to  keep  as  low  as  possible  the  returns  of  deaths  in  the 
workhouse.” 

3634.  Have  you  any  observation  to  make  upon  that  ? 

No  ; I will  leave  that  as  it  is. 

3635.  About  what  date  was  the  discovery  of  the  frauds  to  which  you  have 
alluded  ? 

It  was  iu  the  month  of  January,  I know,  but  I cannot  exactly  state  the  date. 

3636.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a fair  conclusion  to  draw,  that  in  the 
judgment  of  Captain  Haymes,  up  to  the  13th  of  January,  he  saw  no  reason  to 
complain  of  neglect  or  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  elected  Guardians  ? 

I certainly  think  so ; I am  confident  of  it.  In  his  report  of  the  19th  of  March, 
he  says,  that  “ if  the  Guardians  had  paid  the  least  attention  to  my  repeated 
remonstrances  which  I gave  them  at  the  second  meeting.”  Now,  contrast  this 
with  the  wording  of  his  report  on  the  8th  of  November,  wherein  he  said,  that  at 
that  very  meeting  he  had  had  the  strongest  offer  of  support,  and  that  the 
Guardians  showed  a strong  disposition  seriously  to  attend  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Union.  The  second  meeting  was  on  the  7th  of  November,  the  day  before  he 
wrote  this  report.  Captain  Haymes  also  takes  credit  to  himself  for  the  discovery 
about  the  milk.  The  facts  respecting  the  milk  were  these : it  was  brought  before 
a full  Board  ; the  report  came  from  the  hospital ; and  it  was  then,  for  the  first 
time,  that  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  was  awakened  to  that  most  serious 
neglect  or  abuse.  Captain  Haymes  states,  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  might 
have  got  milk  at  that  time  if  they  had  pleased ; for  though  it  might  not  have 
been  got  in  the  town  of  Carrick,  it  could  have  been  got  in  the  country.”  The 
high  road  to  the  town  of  Carrick  from  my  residence  and  from  Dublin  passes  by 
the  house  of  the  man  who  lives  on  that  high  road,  who  was  the  milk  contractor, 
and  he  never  seemed  to  me  to  have  animals  capable  of  giving  any  more  than  a 
few  quarts  of  milk  apiece ; they  seemed  to  be  very  poor  lean  creatures,  and  about 
eight  or  ten  of  them.  I never  could  see  any  green  crops  about  his  premises,  nor 
in  that  part  of  the  country ; and  I do  not  know  how  anybody  could  possibly 
supply  the  quantity  of  milk  estimated  for,  and  generally  paid  for  in  that  Union,  with- 
out having  had  green  crops,  or  keeping  an  immense  number  of  cows,  which  this 
man  did  not  do.  Feeding  cows  on  hay  alone  in  winter  could  never  supply  a work- 
house,  unless  the  contractor  had  had  an  immense  number  of  them,  and  he  had 
not.  It  is  imputed  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  that  they  did  not  prosecute  the 
contractors ; if  they  had  done  it,  they  probably  would  have  incurred  the  expense 
of  legal  proceedings,  and  have  been  left  in  the  lurch  by  the  man  taking  the 
benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Act  afterwards,  which  is  a common  resource  in  Ireland, 
(170. 11.)  l l 2 by 


The  Marquis  of- 
Westmeath. 
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The  Maquis  of  by  which  the  Board  would  only  have  had  an  additional  loss.  The  Board  of 
Westmeath.  Guardians,  not  being  able  to  obtain  milk  in  the  country,  were  obliged  to  issue  an 
J4ih  June  1850.  or(ier  for  giving  cocoa  to  the  paupers  in  the  place  of  milk ; and  I am  sure  that 

never  would  have  been  done  if  milk  could  have  been  had  in  the  country 

on  any  terms,  and  to  the  amount  that  was  necessary  for  the  establishment, 
unless  by  a contract  made  in  the  summer  season.  Therefore  Captain  Haymes’s 
statements  on  the  subject  of  milk,  as  it  occurs  to  me,  are  quite  erroneous. 
Again,  respecting  the  straw : the  complexion  which  has  been  attempted  to  be 
. put  upon  the  non-supply  of  straw  is,  that  it  was  only  wanting  in  the  pro- 
bationary wards  ; all  that  I know  is,  that  it  was  reported  to  the  Board  that  in 
the  house  it  had  not  been  changed  for  seven  months,  and,  therefore,  I presume 
that  the  blame  must  have  been  with  the  contractor,  and  with  those  who  made  the 
agreement  with  the  contractor,  and  not  at  all  attributable  to  the  Board,  who,  up 
to  that  time,  had  known  nothing  about  it.  Captain  Haymes  admits,  that  when 
he  took  charge  of  the  house,  which  was  immediately  before  the  retirement  of  the 
Vice-Guardians,  it  was  not  in  the  order  it  should  have  been ; and  yet  in  his 
report  of  the  24th  of  October  1849,  which  is  about  the  same  period,' or  a few 
days  previous,  he  says,  “ I am  pleased  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  all  the  houses 
are  in  an  excellent  state  of  cleanliness  and  good  order,  well  ventilated,  and  every 
attention  paid  to  the  health  of  the  paupers.”  In  another  place  he  states,  that 
“ if  his  memory  does  not  fail  him,  he  stated  more  than  once  that  the  house ’com- 
mittee were  expending  its  energies  in  finding  out  pre-existing  abuses and  yet 
he  speaks  of  that  very  committee  in  these  words,  “ whose  valuable  services  he 
had  previously  assured  the  Commissioners  were  to  be  continued  for  another  week, 
and  of  whose  unceasing  efforts  he  therein  speaks”  (see  his  Report  of  the  10th  of 
January).  And  he  says  in  his  report  of  the  2d  of  January,  that  “the said 
committee  have  kindly  volunteered  to  work  daily  by  my  suggestion.”  In  the 
same  letter  of  the  10th  of  January,  he  says,  that  “the  hohse  committee  have  by 
their  unceasing  exertions  produced  a sensible  amelioration  in  the  cleanliness 
and  discipline  of  the  house.”  In  page  149  of  his  evidence,  he  says,  “When  I 
first  came,  the  boilers  had  been  recently  broken,  from  too  much  fire.”  In  pa°-e 
152  of  his  evidence,  he  says,  that  “ they  certainly  were  not  rendered  useless0” 
That  is  the  one  in  which  the  food  was  cooked.  At  Query  1887  of  his  evidence 
he  says,  “ That  all  the  subject-matter  complained  of  in  the  Petition  was  as  well 
as  Colonel  Clarke’s  report,  true  only  as  to  the  state  of  the  house  after  the  Local 
Board  had  come  there,  as  shown  in  his  report  of  the  26th  of  December.”  I per- 
ceive in  Mr.  Kirkwood’s  evidence,  that  he  speaks  accurately  as  to  the  state  of  the 
house  in  the  month  of  October,  before  the  Vice-Guardians  went  out  • and  C 
perceive  that  Captain  Haymes,  at  Query  1893,  treats  those  magistrates,  of  whom 
Mr.  Kirkwood  was  one,  and  a rate-payer  who  came  to  the  Board-room  to  inves- 
tigate a riot,  as  strangers,  and  that  they  had  no  right  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
ot  the  not,  although  it  arose  from  the  manner  in  which  the  rates  were  spent. 

Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next, 
at  One  o’clock.  5 
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Die  Mortis,  18°  Junii  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  PATRICK  COYNE  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows : 

3637.  YOU  reside  at  Boyle? 

Yes. 

3G38.  You  are  a leather  cutter  there,  are  you  not  ? 

Yes. 

3639.  Have  you.been  long  resident  there  ? 

Thirty  years. 

3640.  Did  Captain  Wynne  lodge  at  your  house? 

Yes. 

3641.  During  what  year  ? 

One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Forty-nine ; from  the  first  part  of  the  year 
to  the  month  of  August ; eight  months. 

3642.  In  the  month  of  January,  the  first  month  of  that  year,  was  he  unwell? 
It  appears  he  must  have  been  unwell.  I had  not  seen  him  for  a fortnight  after 

he  came  into  my  lodgings.  I saw  him  in  his  carriage,  going  out  to  take  the 
air. 

3643.  He  was  always  confined  to  his  room,  was  he  ? 

Yes. 

3644.  And  only  went  out  in  a carriage  ? 

Yes  ; the  first  time  that  I saw  him  come  out  was  in  his  carriage,  a fortnight 
after  he  came  to  my  place. 

3045.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  been  ill? 

I did  not  see  him ; he  had  private  lodgings  in  my  house. 

3646.  When  did  he  appear  to  you  to  be  quite  recovered  ? 

I think  after  a fortnight ; he  might  have  been  out  several  times,  though  I might 
not  see  him. 

3647.  A fortnight  after  he  came  he  was  quite  recovered? 

I do  not  say  that ; the  first  time  that  I saw  him  was  a fortnight  after  he  went 
out  in  his  carriage,  muffled  up. 

3648.  Did  a doctor  attend  him? 

I do  not  know ; he  had  the  ball  door ; they  were  private  lodgings. 

3649.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Wallace,  the  surgeon  ? 

Yes. 

3650.  Did  you  ever  see  him  going  in  to  see  Captain  Wynne? 

He  might. 

3651.  Did  you  ever  see  him  ? 

I never  saw  him  attend  him. 

3652.  Did  you  ever  see  him  go  into  that  private  part  of  the  house  which 
belonged  to  Captain  Wynne  ? 

I never  did. 

(170.12.)  l l 3 , 3653.  Did 
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3653.  Did  you  ever  see  Dr.  Munns  go  in  ? 

Never. 

3654.  You  never  saw  any  surgeon  or  physician  go  in  ? 

Not  one. 

3655.  You  would  probably  have  seen  them  if  they  bad  ? 

I might  have  met  them  in  the  hall. 

3656.  They  might  have  gone  in  without  your  seeing  them,  might  they  not  ? 
Yes,  of  course. 

3657.  Who  were  the  servants  that  attended  on  Captain  Wynne  ? 

His  own  servant  maid. 

3658.  What  was  her  name  ? 

Margaret  Barnes  then ; she  has  got  married  since. 

3659.  Was  there  a girl  in  the  house  called  Foley  ? 

No. 

3660.  Was  that  the  only  girl  that  attended  on  Captain  Wynne? 

Yes,  that  was  all.  There  was  a Mrs.  Fair. 

3661.  Who  was  she? 

The  wife  to  the  clerk  of  the  workhouse ; she  generally  came  in  to  sec  Captain 
Wynne. 

3662.  There  was  only  that  girl  Barnes  who  resided  there  ? 

No,  that  was  all. 

3663.  Used  Captain  Wynne,  during  that  fortn  ight,  or  during  the  first  month 
to  sleep  at  Boyle  every  night  ? 

Yes,  in  my  place,  up-stairs,  at  all  times. 

3664.  He  never  slept  out  ? 

No,  not  during  that  time. 

3665.  During  the  whole  month  of  January  ? 

I do  not  say  that ; but  during  the  fortnight  I speak  of. 

3666.  You  are  certain  of  that  ? 

Yes. 

3667.  You  are  not  certain  up  to  any  other  day  afterwards  ? 

No. 

3668.  Only  up  to  the  time  that  you  saw  him  go  out  in  his  carriage  ? 

Yes. 

» M'  •*' - ■ - 

3669.  On  the  day  that  he  went  out  in  his  carriage,  did  you  see  him  return  ? 

I did. 

3670.  Before  that  time  that  you  saw  him  go  out  in  his  carriage,  you  are  certain 
he  slept  in  your  house  every  night  ? 

Yes. 

3671.  On  the  night  he  came  hack  he  slept  there  also,  did  he  ? 

Yes.  - 

3672.  Did  you  know  him  to  drive  out  and  to  drive  home  during  any  days 

afterwards  ? J 

There  was  one  occasion ; I did  not  mind  the  date  ; he  went  to  Ballydareen  a . 
neighbouring  place  in  Mayo.  J ’ 

3673.  How  do  you  know  that  he  went  there  ? 

I do  not  know  it ; I heard  it. 

3674.  Did  he  stay  out  all  the  night  at  that  time  ? 
tie  was  a few  days  absent  on  duty. 

3675.  How  did  you  know  that  he  was  going  to  this  place  ? 

There  is  a Major  Burn,  of  the  19th,  who  was  formerly  with  me;  he  was 
brought. down  there  to  assist  Captain  Wynne;  to  assist  in  the  collection  of  rates- 
and  he.  brought  him  back  to  stop  at  my  place  at  the  return. 

3676.  It 
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3676.  It  was  from  him  that  you  heard  of  it? 
Yes. 

3G77.  That  was  the  only  occasion,  was  it  ? 
Yes. 


3678.  That  would  be  towards  the  close  of  January,  would  it  not  ? 
Something  about  that  time. 

3679.  Are  you  not  certain  that  it  was  in  January? 

No. 
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3680.  It  might  have  been  in  February  ? 

It  might,  after. 

3681.  Did  Captain  Wynne  seem  to  you  to  be  seriously  ill  ? 

He  seemed  to  be  very  delicate,  going  out  in  a carriage. 

3682.  Did  he  look  like  a man  much  reduced  ? 

Yes. 

3683.  Was  that  the  18th  day  of  January  ? 

I do  not  know. 

3684.  But  about  a fortnight  after  he  came  ? 

Yes. 

3685.  The  14th  or  15th? 

Yes. 

3686.  It  might  have  been  the  18th? 

It  might. 

3687.  Up  to  that  time,  you  are  confident  that  he  slept  at  your  house  ? 

Yes. 

3688.  And  afterwards,  you  are  confident  that  he  slept  at  your  house  till  he  was 
absent  for  those  three  days  ? 

Yes. 

3689.  When  he  was  absent  with  Maior  Burn  ? 

Yes. 

3690.  How  much  longer  did  lie  stay  in  your  house  after  that  ? 

Till  August. 

3691.  To  your  knowledge,  did  he  often,  excepting  on  occasions  like  that  when 
he  went  on  duty  for  three  days,  go  away  and  not  come  back  till  the  following- 
morning  ? 

No,  I never  knew  him  to  go  away,  and  not  come  back. 

3692.  Did  you  generally  find  that  he  came  back  to  sleep  in  the  house  ? 

Yes ; there  was  one  week  that  he  went  to  Lord  Lorton’s  place. 

3693.  Did  he  ever  come  home  very  late  at  night,  or  towards  morning,  and 
then  go  to  bed  ? 

Never  beyond  10  or  11  o’clock  at  night ; my  house  was  never  open  after  that. 

3694.  Was  he  steady  in  his  habits,  and  never  indulge  in  a glass  or  two  ? 

1 never  saw  a more  regular  gentleman. 

. 3695.  Was  he  visited  by  any  female  paupers  who  might  have  been  applying  to 
him  for  relief  at  his  lodgings? 

No ; they  generally  went  to  the  workhouse. 

3696.  In  Boyle? 

Yes  ; he  saw  no  persons  in  my  place. 

3697.  He  did  not  transact  any  business  of  that  sort  in  your  house  ? 

No. 

3698.  He  lived  and  lodged  in  your  house,  but  no  business  w&s  transacted 
there ? 

No. 

(170.12.)  1.  l4  3699.  If 
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Mr.  P.  Coyne.  3699.  If  a doctor  miglit  have  come  to  attend  him  without  your  seeing  him, 

women  might  have  come  also,  might  they  not  ? 

i8t  June  1850.  Yes,  but  I never  saw  them  come  about  my  doors ; he  always  sent  them  to  the 
workhouse. 

3700.  They  need  not  have  come  in  numbers,  they  might  have  come  singly  ? 

I never  saw  any.' 

3701.  Was  Captain  Wynne’s  family  living  in  the  house  with  him  at  the  time  ? 
Yes,  they  did ; his  wife  was  not  there  at  first ; she  was  in  Dublin ; his  wife  did 

not  come  for  about  a month  after ; he  came  to  my  lodgings  in  the  month  of 
January. 

3702.  At  the  end  of  the  month  of  January  ? 

Some  time  after  that  3 I do  not  know  exactly. 

3703.  But  about  a month  after  ? 

Something  about  that. 

3704.  Had  he  any  children  with  him? 

No,  no  family. 

3705.  Only  his  wife  ? 

No. 

3706.  Did  he  dine  at  home  generally  ? 

Generally. 

3707.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Spratt? 

Yes,  I did  know  him. 

3708.  Did  you  ever  know  Mr.  Spratt  come  and  call  upon  him  ? 

Yes. 

3709.  Did  you  know  Captain  Minchin  ? 

Yes. 

3710.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Shaw  ? 

Yes. 

3711.  Did  you  ever  know  Captain  Minchin  or  Mr.  Shaw  to  dine  with  Captain 
Wynne  at  your  house  ? 

I cannot  say ; but  I know  they  passed  in  several  times  through  the  hall,  and 
several  other  military  gentlemen. 

3712.  Would  you  have  known  if  they  had  stayed  to  dine  with  him '! 

No. 

3713.  You  did  not  supply  the  kitchen  ? 

No ; they  had  a separate  kitchen  and  separate  apartments. 

3714.  T ou  said  that  you  generally  had  your  door  shut  at  about  1 1 o’clock 
at  night? 

Yes. 

3715.  You  do  not  recollect  letting  any  of  those  gentlemen  out  at  past  12  o’clock 
at  night  ? 

Not  once. 

3716.  You  do  not  think  that  they  ever  stayed  so  late  as  12  o’clock  r 
I am  certain  they  did  not. 

3717.  You  are  certain  they  never  stayed  so  late  as  12  ? 

I am  certain  they  did  not. 

3718.  Could  not  Captain  Wynne  have  let  them  out  himself  if  they  had  staved 

till  past  12?  J J 

Yes. 

3719.  It  would  have  been  done  without  your  knowledge  r 
Yes. 

3720.  Then  it  was  possible  for  them  to  have  stayed  till  past  12,  and  for  him  to- 
have  let  them  out  ? 

He  might. 

3721.  Then, 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


OP  THE  BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS  OF  CARRICK-ON-SHANNON  UNION. 


273 


3721.  Then,  what  you  meant  when  you  said  that  you  were  certain  they  never 
stayed  till  past  12  o’clock  was,  that  you  did  not  see  them  go  out  after  12  o’clock  ? 


3722.  You  did  not  mean  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  have  staved  till 
past  12  ? J 

I did  not. 


3723.  But  that  they  did  not  stay  till  past  12  to  your  knowledge? 
Just  so. 


3724.  Had  Captain  Wynne  a latch-key  to  the  house  ? 
There  was  a latch-key,  but  he  had  not  it. 

3725.  So  that  he  could  not  have  let  anybody  in  ? 

No. 


3726.  Do  you  know  Dr.  Munns  ? 

No. 

3727.  In  Boyle,  what  was  Captain  Wynne's  general  character  ? 
Excellent,  as  far  as  I could  know. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


The  Most  Noble  THE  MARQUIS  OF  WESTMEATH  further  examined: 

3728.  DOES  your  Lordship  wish  to  add  anything  to  the  evidence  you  gave 
on  a former  occasion  ? 

I wish  to  mention  that  I do  not  think  the  Committee  have  yet  had  a correct 
idea  exactly  of  the  condition  of  the  water ; the  well  must  not  he  supposed  to 
have  been  dry ; it  still  gives  a considerable  quantity  of  water,  but  the  certainty 
that  in  a dry  season  it  could  not  suffice  for  the  establishment,  had  made  them 
look  to  other  quarters  for  an  ultimate  supply.  There  is  another  matter  which  I 
wish  to  add  also  ; I think  the  elected  Board  of  Guardians  did  one  wrong  thing ; 
I think  we  came  to  a division ; a man  of  the  name  of  Keane  was  appointed  to  be 
the  valuator  of  the  Union  ; 1 believe  representations  were  made  to  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  and  they  disallowed  that  appointment;  it  was  for  economy’s 
sake  on  the  part  of  those  who  supported  him.  I believe  also,  that  knowing  the 
country,  they  conceived  he  would  be  enabled  to  do  it  as  effectually  as  a stranger ; 
others  thought  differently,  and  voted  against  it ; my  impression  was  that  it  was 
an  appointment  which  ought  not  to  have  been  confirmed,  and  it  was  not  con- 
firmed. 

3729.  You  attended  the  Board  of  Guardians,  for  the  first  time,  at  their  third 
or  fourth  meeting  ? 

I think  so,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me. 

3730.  What  evidence,  or  what  proofs  can  you  adduce,  or  were  brought  before 
you  on  those  occasions  that  yon  attended,  of  the  neglected  state  of  the  workhouse, 
as  described  in  the  petition,  having  commenced  during  the  time  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  ? 

I only  know  that  every  thing  was  in  a very  disastrous  state ; very  little  money 
to  go  on  with,  and  we  were  reduced  to  very  precarious  means  for  any  augmenta- 
tion of  it ; and’  there  was  a great  deal  of  confusion  owing  to  the  impossibility  of 
giving  the  paupers  their  meals,  and  a good  deal  of  violence  occasionally,  and 
very  good  grounds  of  complaint,  because  the  boilers  were  not  in  that  state  that 
their  meals  could  be  prepared  ; I certainly  consider  that  that  was  the  state  in 
which  the  Vice- Guardians  left  those  things,  so  that  the  business  could  not  be 
satisfactorily  carried  on.  I must  go  further  and  say  this,  that  it  was  currently 
reported  and  circulated,  and  believed  to  be  the  circulation  of  the  Vice- Guardians 
or  their  partizans,  that  we  could  not  remain  in  office  long ; such  was  the  state  of 
affairs,  that  we  were  not  competent  to  deal  with  them.  j 

3731.  But  if  this  state  of  things,  as  described  to  have  been  the  case  in  the 
workhouse  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  existed  at  the  commencement  of  November 

(170.  12.)  M M when 


Mr.  P.  Coyne, 
18th  June  1850. 


The  Marquis  of 
Westmeath, 
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■when  you  came  into  office,  how  happened  it  that  no  report  was  made,  and  no 
result  of  any  inquiry  arrived  at  or  made  public  till  the  2d  or  3d  of  January 
following  ? J 

The  Board  of  Guardians  were  most  anxious  to  put  things  on  an  improved 
footing  if  they  could  ; they  only  met  once  a week,  and  the  days  were  very  short, 
and  I think  there  was  no  misspent  time  ; I do  not  think  that  it  followed  because 
things  were  in  that  unfortunate  condition,  that  we  should  have  so  far  have  given 
•up  the  matter  then  as  hopeless,  as  to  have  so  reported  to  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, who  could  not,  if  they  had  not  given  an  augmentation  of  money,  have 
done  anything  but  answer  that  our  reports  were  probably  true,  but  they  could 
supply  no  remedy  for  it. 


3732.  But  if  the  linen  was  discovered  to  be  in  that  dreadful  state,  described  by 
Colonel  Clarke  in  his  report  in  January,  how,  under  those  circumstances,  can 
you  attribute  the  bad  state  of  the  linen  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  who  had  none  out 
of  office  at  the  end  of  October  ? 

I know  nothing  of  the  state  of  the  linen  as  the  question  assumes  ; all  I know 
is,  that  that  part  of  the  petition  which  relates  to  the  stores  was  not  peculiarly 
directed  or  intended  to  embrace  the  subject  of  linen.  'That  included  the  woollen 
stores,  and  I think  more  the  stores  that  were  under  lock  and  key,  than  the  linen 
actually  in  use  in  the  establishment ; I do  not  recollect  hearing  of  the  state  of 
the  linen  as  alleged  in  the  report  of  Colonel  Clarke,  if  it  is  in  his  report  in 
January ; I did  not  hear  particularly  of  the  linen  not  having  been  washed  at  anv 
previous  time  during  my  sitting  there.  J 

3733.  If  it  was  not  till  the  month  of  January  that  it  was  reported  that  the 
straw  m the  probationary  wards  was  filthy,  and  had  not  been  changed  how  can 
you  attribute  to  the  Vice-Guardians  the  fault  in  respect  to  the  straw  being  in 

ffi*  ^0ndltl011  w^ea  already  two  months  had  elapsed  since  they  had  °left 


The  matter  was  not  reported  to  the  Board  at  any  previous  time,  and  I do  not 
believe  that  it  was  m the  knowledge  of  any  of  the  Guardians.  It  would  have 
been  the  duty  of  the  officers  to  have  brought  it  to  their  knowledge,  and  if  they 
did  not  it  could  not  be  attributed  to  the  elected  Board  of  Guardians  sitting 
there  at  that  time ; but  I believe  that  the  contracts  were  entered  into  by  the 
Vice-Guardians,  and  that  it  was  their  duty  to  have  seen,  considering  the  amount  of 
money  that  they  had  at  their  disposal,  that  those  materials  were  properly  supplied 
at  ti.e  proper  time,  under  properly  constituted  contracts  entered  into  in  the 
summer  season,  and  I do  not  think  they  did  that,  or  the  state  of  the  straw  as 
reported  at  that  time,  could  not  have  been  as  it  was  represented.  I recollect  that 
the  question  of  obtaining  straw  by  the  Board  was  brought  before  it  more  than 

^Cth.and  T T rY  dlflLCUlt  t0  °^ain  the  requisite  assistance,  inasmuch 

as  the  contractors  either  could  not,  or  did  not  supply  it ; and  iikewise,  that  the 
bringing  straw  at  that  season  of  the  year  into  the  workhouse  in  open  carts 
which  m that  country  I never  saw  fatted,  in  any  one  instance,  with  a tarpaulin 
would  have  brought  it  m,  in  a state  of  wet  and  moisture,  and  have  made  it  very 
dangerous  to  use  ; and  I conceive  that  the  straw  should  have  been  supplied  for 
the  establishment  at  an  earlier  period.  supplied  ior 

3734.  Then  you  attribute  tbe  continued  bad  state  of  the  workhouse  during 

those  two  months,  previously  to  the  report  of  the  visiting  committee  to  the 
misconduct  of  the  officers  of  the  house  5 b “ ’ 1 tlle 

„ ith‘nk.  ™cl1  80  V if  tl!e  establishment  had  been  kept  in  a proper  state 
as  it  should  have  been  when  the  Vice-Guardians  quitted  office,  ^should Tot 
have  been  under  the  embarrassments  that  we  were  when  we  discovered  those 
abuses  i of  course,  the  misconduct  of  the  officers  aggravated  that  extremely 

3735.  The  misconduct  of  the  officers  during  those  twn  mnnfKo  oni™ 

to  the  retirement  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  might  possibly  have  created  manv  of 

them  considerably  ?'f  "*“  * 3 -reaped 

te^g“  unquestionably,  prevented  remedies 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  he  adjourned. 
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Die  Sabbati,  22°  Jimii  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 


The  Most  Noble  THE  MARQUIS  OF  WESTMEATH  examined: 

3736.  WIIAT  is  the  paper  that  your  Lordship  holds  in  your  hand? 

This  is  a certificate  from  William  Laird,  the  Relieving  Officer  of  the  Electoral 
Division  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  certifying  that  Jane  Williams,  otherwise  Har- 
rington, the  person  who  is  named  in  the  evidence  before  the  Committee,  received 
out-door  relief  in  the  Electoral  Division  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  in  the 
Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  from  the  29th  of  January  1848,  up  to  the  4th 
of  March  1848,  and  it  is  dated  on  the  17th  of  June  1850. 

The  same  is  handed  in,  and  is  as  follows : 

“ I certify,  that  Jane  Williams,  otherwise  Harrington,  was  receiving  out-door  relief  in  the 
Electoral  Division  ot  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  in  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  from 
the  29th  January  1848,  up  to  the  4th  March  1848. — Dated  this  17th  June  1850. 

“Wm.  Laird, 

“ Relieving  Officer  for  the  Electoral  Division 
of  Carrick-on-Shannon.” 

3737 . Do  you  know  the  signature  to  he  William  Laird’s  signature  ? 

I received  it  as  coming  second  hand  from  him,  and  I believe  it  to  be  his 
signature  ; I have  seen  it  before,  and  I am  confident  that  it  is  his. 

3738.  From  whom  did  you  receive  it? 

From  Mr.  Peyton,  one  of  the  Guardiaus,  and  he  stated  that  he  received  it  on 
the  spot  from  the  Relieving  Officer. 

3739.  In  reference  to  the  charge  contained  in  the  petition,  that  “ the  state  of 
the  law  has  been  left  so  incomplete  that  it  is  almost  inoperative  against  persons 
who  are  unwilling  to  pay,  and  who  can  successfully  conceal  the  parties  who  have 
a legal  title  to  their  estates  vested  in  them,”  have  you  any  information  to  give  the 
Committee  in  support  of  that  allegation  ? 

I recollect  the  solicitor  being  called  before  the  Board  to  account  for  not  having 
proceeded  to  extremities  against  a great  number  of  persons  who  had  not  paid 
their  rates,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  falling  more  heavily  upon  those  who 
had,  and  one  of  his  explanations  and  defences  was,  that  in  all  the  cases  in  which 
lie  had  not  taken  proceedings  he  did  not  do  so  for  economy’s  sake,  because  if 
be  bad  proceeded  against  any  of  the  persons  who  from  the  devolution  of  title 
might  come  forward  as  being  the  depository  of  the  legal  title,  as  mortgagees,  or 
under  any  other  description,  they  not  being  the  owners  of  the  estates,  an  expense 
to  the  Union  would  have  been  certain,  and  the  failure  almost  equally  certain. 

3740.  It  is  stated  in  the  petition  that  the  Guardians  were  compelled  to  go 
through  the  ceremony  of  imposing  a new  rate,  amounting  to  15,000/.  including 
the  arrears  outstanding  ; now,  when  you  first  appealed  to  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, during  the  time  of  the  Vice- Guardians,  against  the  issue  of  a new  rate, 
when  there  was  a large  amount  of  arrears  outstanding,  did  they  not  comply  with 
your  desire,  approve  of  its  reasonableness  and  direct  that  a new  rate  should  not 
issue,  when  there  was  1 0,000  /.  of  the  old  rate  outstanding  r 

I recollect  applying  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  stating  it  as  a case  of  mon- 
strous hardship,  and  his  Excellency  on  that  occasion,  as  on  all  others  when 

(170.13.)  mm2  anything 


Evidence  on  the 
Petition  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Union  ol 
Carrick-on- 
Shannon. 

The  Most  Noble 
The  Marquis 
of  Westmeath. 

22d  June  1850. 
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anything  in  which  he  could  be  instrumental  for  the  advantage  of  the  country 
was  within  his  reach,  immediately  I must  suppose,  communicated  his  opinion 
to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  that  it  should  not  be  adopted  or  pursued, 
because  it  was  immediately  prohibited. 

3741.  In  any  case  in  which  a new  rate,  and  a heavy  rate,  is  issued,  whilst  there 
is  a large  amount  of  arrears  uncollected,  is  not  the  necessary  consequence  to 
make  those  who  are  solvent  and  disposed  to  meet  their  engagements  pay  twice 
over,  whilst  those  who  are  insolvent  and  dishonest  are  allowed  to  escape  ? 

The  practical  effect  of  that  must  be  such,  of  course,  as  long  as  the  arrears  are 
not  collected  for  which  tbe  land  is  liable,  to  make  the  willing  parties  pay  as 
many  times  over,  and  just  as  much  again  as  the  proportion  of  the  deficiency  to 
the  rate  required  amounts  to;  and  the  effect  of  that  has  been  deplorable  in  Ireland, 
inducing  and  compelling  a great  many  honest  and  well  disposed  people  in  the 
middling  and  lower  classes  of  life,  who  would  have  remained  in  their  own  coun- 
try with  the  greatest  tenacity,  to  fly  from  it  as  a place  in  which  it  was  no  longer 
safe  or  practicable  for  them  to  remain. 

3742.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  whether  the  difficulties  which  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  elected  Guardians  and  ex-officio  Guardians,  after  their  re-appoint- 
ment, were  greater  with  respect  to  the  collection  of  the  rates,  than  they  had  been 
anteriorly  ? 

The  country  had  been  in  one  sense  exhausted.  The  difficulty  of  getting  in 
money  was  immense,  and  some  of  the  rate-collectors  seemed,  on  their  part,  to 
be  very  remiss,  or  to  blame,  in  not  paying  in  the  money  that  they  had  collected ; 
but  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  money  was  necessarily  very  great,  for  the  country 
bore  an  aspect  of  poverty  and  destitution  quite  lamentable  to  look  at.  Many- 
industrious  men,  even  casually  meeting  them  on  the  roads,  have  asked  my  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  Poor  Law  taxation,  whether  they  should  remain  or  emigrate ; 
the  feeling  of  despair,  I may  say,  in  that  class  was  general. 

3743.  Was  the  stock  on  the  farms  in  the  same  condition,  after  the  restoration 
of  the  Local  Board,  as  it  had  been  on  the  appointment  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

I can  speak  with  great  certainty  upon  that  subject ; I am  a very  large  holder 
of  grass-land,  and  wishing  to  take  in  grazing  stock  last  year,  I found  it  almost 
impossible  to  get  them,  although  I reduced  the  rates  to  the  very  lowest  possible 
extent ; and  1 am  sure  that  the  cattle  were  not  in  the  country  ; they  had  been 
disposed  of,  I suppose,  and  turned  into  money  to  assist  in  the  purposes  of  emi- 
gration, or  else  to  realize  an  unfructifying  value,  to  escape  excessive  rates  and 
the  consequence  was,  that  in  that  respect,  the  country  might  have  been  considered 
to  a great  extent  a waste. 


3744.  Were  not  a considerate  number  of  those  cattle  also  disposed  of  by  the 
thstresses  which  had  been  levied  for  the  collection  of  the  antecedent  rates  > 
lhat,  and  the  arrears  of  the  County  Cess. 

, 37 f.;  lfI.0~'a.sa.landed  proprietor,  being  willing  to  take  in  grazin'- cattle 
found  that  difficulty  m getting  them  to  graze,  is  it  not  certain  that  the  difficulty 

Tands6'  ’ SCarC‘ty  °f  Catt’e  Btm  S’™*®.  "P»“  ordinary  farmers’ 

Necessarily,  it  must  have  been  so. 

3746.  In  the  case  of  a landed  inheritor,  is  there  not,  at  least,  a chance  of  his 
°f  fazmg'  gecauf  11  m“y  be  assumed  that  the  cattlo  oil 
Rate'?  d be  free  fr0m  a P°0r  Law  dlstress  and  a distress  for  the  County 

I am  certain  that  that  would  have  been  a great  inducement,  along  with  tile 

reduced  price,  to  any  persons  naving  cattle,  to  send  to  me,  because  they  know 
that  my  rates  were  always  paid.  ^ UiUW 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  till  Wednesday  next 
One  o’clock.  ’ 
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Die  Mercwrn , 26°  Junli  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 

CAPTAIN  EDMUND  WYNNE  is  again  called  in,  and  further  examined, 
as  follows : 


3747.  YOU  wish  to  make  some  statement  to  the  Committee? 

I do.  What  I wish  to  state  is  contained  in  tills  Paper,  which,  with  your  Lord- 
ship s permission,  I will  read  to  tile  Committee.  Haying  been  advised  by  my 
counsel  that  it  would  be  imprudent  oil  my  part  to  enter  on  a defence  of  the  charge 
contained  m the  evidence  of  Andrew  Kirkwood  and  James  Kelly,  involving  Is 
that  defence  necessarily  would,  an  exposd  of  the  course  which  we  purpose  taking 
on  the  trials  in  proceedings  now  pending  against  the  petitioners  in  the  Irish 
Courts,  and  not  finding  anything  in  the  evidence  aforesaid  to  connect  the 
alleged  act  with  my  official  functions,  I beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  Committee 
my  request  that  I should  not  be  called  oil  to  defend  myself  against  the  charge 
till  such  time  as  it  is  shown  to  involve  either  injury  to  the  public  service,  a 
breach  of  the  orders  under  which  I acted,  a breach  of  honour  as  an  officer  and  a 
gentleman,  or  a breach  of  the  usages  of  society.  The  case,  as  it  stands  at 
present,  is  simply  an  allegation,  that  “ riding  along  the  road  I took  a woman  into 
a plantation,  and  there  had  connection  with  her.”  If  this  allegation  were  true, 
which  I utterly  deny,  1 should  not  conceive  myself  called  on  to  apologize  for  it 
as  I consider  I lmd  a right  to  act  so  if  I pleased;  but  I would  submit,  that  if 
charges  of  this  nature  be  permitted  to  be  brought  forward,  no  man’s  character 
would  be  safe  as  the  circumstances,  if  well  chosen,  would  preclude  the  nos- 
sibdity  of  a defence  ; this  would  be  peculiarly  the  case  under  the  circumstances  in 
which  1 am  placed,  in  consequence  of  the  great  facility  the  country  affords  of 
procuring  witnesses  to  depose  to  any  required  fact,  and  tlie  animus  which  actuates 
the  petitioners  against  me,  and  which  your  Lordships  must  he  well  aware  of. 
J-  ma.v  ad(l>  t,iat  1 wrote  what  I have  now  read,  on  the  24th  and  I held  it 
over  tdl  I could  receive.  Captain  Haynes’s  certificate  ; I wrote  to  him  to  ascertain 
whether  the  woman  had  ever  received  relief,  and  at  what  period.  It  appears  that 
she  had  received  relief,  and  it  appears  also  that  she  had  received  it  illegally 
without  any  order  from  the  Vice-Guardians,  and  that  he  having  discovered  that, 

*|tU’oluei’rfi  as„e“rl5'.“s  t11,e  4tl1  °f  March,  the  occurrence  alluded  to  being  on 
the  28th  ot  the  following  June,  and  she  never  received  relief  afterwards. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 

The  AVitness  is  again  called  in. 

C/mnnan.  —The  Committee  having  taken  into  consideration  your  request  as 
expressed  in  the  letter  you  have  read,  do  not  intend  to  call  upon  you  to  make 
any  defence  on  the  point  you  alluded  to,  unless  you  yourself  should  wish  to  be 
examined  on  the  subject,  and  they  leave  your  conduct  in  that  respect  entirely  to 
jour  own  judgment ; of  course,  they  can  only  form  their  opinion  from  the  evidence 
that  has  already  been  given  before  them.  It  therefore  remains  with  you  to  say 
whether  you  wish  to  put  in  any  evidence  on  your  own  behalf,  or  to  leave  the  case 
m the  hands  of  the  Committee. 

Captain  Wynne.  I am  disposed  to  answer  any  question  that  may  be  put  to  me 
upon  the  subject,  and.  I should  wish  to  be  examined  upon  it  if  the  Committee 
en™n  ^ie  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  a case  involving  any 
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dereliction  of  duty  on  my  part,  or  any  official  delinquency,  I will  request  tlie 
Committee  to  permit  me  to  go  to  Ireland  and  call  my  witnesses.  I would  not 
wish  that  evidence  to  remain  in  judgment  against  me  as  part  of  the  evidence 
given  before  this  Committee.  It  would  be  my  wish  to  rebut  that  evidence,  both 
by  my  own  evidence  and  by  the  evidence  of  parties  whom  I should  call. 

Chairman. — Of  course,  it  will  depend  upon  the  Committee  to  decide,  supposing 
the  fact  stated  to  be  considered  by  them  as  proved,  whether  it  constitutes  a 
dereliction  of  official  duty  or  not ; if  it  does  not  interfere  with  official  duty,  of 
course  they  will  abstain  from  any  interference  with  regard  to  private  character; 
but  if  it  should  appear  to  them  as  having  any  connexion  with  your  official 
capacity,  they  would  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  take  it  into  consideration ; but  I 
am  not  instructed  by  the  Committee  yet  whether  they  consider  it  as  interfering 
with  the  performance  of  your  official  duties  or  not,  and  I can  give  you  no  answer 
upon  that  at  the  present  moment. 

Captain  Wynne.— Then  I will  merelyrequest  to  be  informed  when  the  Committee 
decide  upon  that  point ; because  it  will  be  of  importance  to  me  to  have  time  to 
go  over  to  Ireland  and  to  get  witnesses ; at  present,  I am  not  acquainted  with 
the  parties,  but  I am  informed  that  there  are  two  who,  upon  that  occasion  had 
me  under  their  eye  the  whole  time  I was  off  horseback,  and  I have  no  doubt  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  to  the  Committee  that  what  has  been  stated  is  false.  With 
regard  to  my  own  examination  upon  the  subject,  I am  perfectly  prepared  to  enter 
upon  it  at  this  moment  unless  it  is  considered  by  the  Committee  as  altogether  a 
private  transaction. 

Chairman.  — Then  the  Committee  are  to  understand,  that  supposing  they 
should  consider  these  facts  as  in  any  way  bearing  upon  your  official  character 
you  wish  to  have  an  opportunity  of  rebutting  the  evidence  given  on  that  point. 

Captain  Wynne. — I do. 


Chairman. — And  you  are  prepared  so  to  do. 

Captain  Wynne. — I am  prepared  so  to  do. 

Chairman.—  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  they  consider  it  merely  as  a private 
transaction  in  your  private  life,  you  wish  to  offer  no  remarks  upon  the  subject. 
Captain  Wynne. — Exactly,  for  the  reasons  which  I have  stated. 


3748.  Are  there  any  parts  of  your  evidence  which  you  wish  to  correct  ? 

There  are  a few  points  in  my  former  evidence  which  are  not  critically  correct. 


3749.  Will  yon  state  what  they  are? 

I stated  that  three  Relieving- Officers  had  been  dismissed.  It  appears  that 
there  were  foav  during  my  time  of  service  kdCarrick.  It  also  might  be  inferred 
from  my  former  evidence,  that  I had  had  an  interview  with  Captain  Henry  on 
the  subject  of  Catherine  Foley.  Now  it  appears  that  I had  not  that  1 had  not 
seen  him  during  his  last  visit  to  either  the  CarricU  Union  or  the  Boyle  Union  ■ 
and  that  I had  never  any  communication  with  him,  either  directly  or  indirectly’ 
with  regard  to  Catherine  Foley,  it  also  would  appear  from  my  former  evidence 
that  Catherine  Foley  bad  been  sent  for  to  the  workhouse  for  the  purpose  of 
being  placed  amongst  the  emigrants  already  chosen,  whereas  the  fact  is  that 
previously  to  her  going  to  service,  she  bad  been  selected  as  an  emigrant  and 
had  been  merely  sent  to  service  during  the  interval  between  April  the  4th  and 
the  time,  whatever  it  was,  when  the  girls  should  be  sent  out,  which  at  that 
time  was  uncertain. 


37 50.  Is  there  anything  else  which  you  wish  to  state  ? 

I also  wish  to  state  that  that  was  not  an  isolated  case,  that  there  were  other 
cases,  two  of  which  I can  mention,  in  which  the  same  course  was  pursued  with 
regard  to  the  parties  selected  for  emigration.  One  was  at  Boyle  where  a girl 
was  sent  on  service  to  the  Clerk,  of  the  Union;  and  the  other  was  in  Carrick 
where  a girl  was  sent  on  service  to  Mr.  Mortimer  till  such  time  as  the  parties 
were  going  to  Australia.  y 

3751.  Is  there  any  other  point  that  you  wish  to  mention? 

The  other  point  is  with  regard  to  the  period  of  my  illness;  it  commenced 
earlier,  namely,  about  the  11th  of  December,  and  on  the  17th  I was  recovering 

but 
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but  I was  still  very  ill,  and  I was  very  ill  that  entire  month  ; but  I bad  gone  out 
and  resumed  in  part  my  duties.  Those  are  the  only  points  that  1 wish  to 
correct  with  regard  to  the  former  evidence  which  I gave. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 

The  Witness  is  again  called  in. 

Chairman. — I am  instructed  by  the  Committee  to  inform  you  that  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  charge  against  you  of  having  had  criminal  connec- 
tion with  a woman,  who  had  been  a pauper,  in  a plantation  belonging  to 
Mr.  Kirkwood,  does  not  bear  upon  your  official  conduct  as  a Poor  Law 
Inspector,  as  far  as  it  appears  from  the  evidence  now  taken  before  the  Com- 
mittee; but  that  that  evidence  does,  in  their  judgment,  bear  upon  the  question, 
whether  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  acted  rightly  or  wrongly  in  not  taking- 
further  notice  of  Mr.  Kirkwood’s  letter  when  he  complained  to  them  in  respect 
of  such  conduct. 

Captain  Wynne. — If  that  evidence  is  allowed  to  stand  against  me  in  the 
evidence  before  this  Committee,  I should  be  disposed,  not  in  consideration  of 
my  being  a public  officer,  which,  in  my  opinion,  that  charge  does  not  affect,  but 
as  a married  man,  and  as  it  affects  my  private  character,  to  request  the  Com- 
mittee to  permit  me  to  call  witnesses  to  rebut  it,  and  to  examine  me  as  closely 
as  they  please.  I tender  myself  to  unrestricted  examination  upon  the  subject, 
and  I call  upon  the  Committee  to  allow  me  to  go  over  to  Ireland  to  collect  such 
witnesses  as  will  be  able  to  rebut  the  charge.  As  it  affects  my  private  character, 
if  that  charge  remains  upon  the  evidence  now  before  the  Committee,  I submit 
to  the  Committee  that  I should  be  allowed  to  take  that  course ; although  I feel 
that  as  a public  officer  it  does  not  affect  me,  still  as  a married  man,  and  as  a 
man  who  has  for  45  years  maintained  a respectable  character,  I think  it  does 
affect  me. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 

The  Witness  is  again  called  in. 

Chairman— l am  instructed  by  the  Committee  t.o  state  to  you  that  the 
-Committee  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  hear  further  evidence  on  the  special 
charge  respecting  the  affair  in  Mr.  Kirkwood’s  plantation,  inasmuch  as  by 
leaving  that  evidence  on  the  Minutes  they  do  not  express  any  opinion  as  to  the 
correctness  of  what  has  been  stated  ; considering  it  only  as  affording  ground  for 
Mr.  Kirkwood’s  application  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  to  Friday, 
One  o’clock. 


(170. 14.) 
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Die  Veneris,  28°  Junii  1850. 


the  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 

JAMES  GANNON  is  called  in,  and  further  examined,  as  follows: 

ARE  you  a pauper  in  the  workhouse  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

How  long  have  you  been  in  the  workhouse  ? 
years,  except  a very  short  time. 

Did  you  know  Mrs.  Kelly,  the  matron  ? 

Did  you  know  Bridget  Gibbons  ? 

She  was  nurse,  was  she  not  ? 

She  was. 

3757.  Did  you  know  Mary  Owens  ? 

I did. 

3758.  What  was  she? 

She  was  a nurse. 

3759.  Did  you  know  Marv  Cannon2 
Yes. 


3752. 
Yes. 

3753. 
Three 

3754. 
I did. 

3755. 
I did. 

3756. 
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3760.  What  was  she  ? 

She  was  a nurse  while  her  mother  was 
the  schoolmaster,  in  Carrick-on-Shannon ; 
was  put  in  her  place  till  her  mother  came 

3761.  What  was  the  name  of  the  other 
Cicely. 


taken  to  attend  upon  Mr.  Cummings, 
when  her  mother  was  taken,  then  she 
back  again. 

Owens? 


3762.  And  Cicely  Owens  was  a nurse  also,  was  she 7 
She  was. 


3763. 

Yes. 


And  had  each  of  them  the  care  of  a different  ward  ? 


3764.  Who  had  the  care  of  the  children’s  ward  ? 

Mary  Owens  and  Cicely  Owens. 

3765.  What  ward  had  Mary  Cannon  the  care  of? 

She  had  the  care  of  the  outside  ward,  near  the  female  ward. 

3766.  Was  that  the  men’s  ward  ? 

Yes,  next  to  the  female  ward. 

3767.  The  old  men’s  ward  ? 

anU  children.™'8  ^ ™S  0Verllead  ; there  were  foclr  ™rds  for  the  men 

3708.  Were  you  ever  in  any  of  the  sick  wards  ? 

Yes. 

3769.  Do  you  recollect  what  time  that  was  ? 

I do;  it  was  in  the  winter;  I could  not  say  what  month 
(>70-WO  NN  3770.  Was 
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3770.  Was  it  a year  ago  ? 

Yes. 

3771.  More  than  a year  ago  ? 

Yes,  I think  it  was. 

3772.  You  are  not  certain  about  what  time  it  was,  are  you  ? 

About  last  Christmas  was  12  months  ; it  was  sometime  about  Christmas. 

3773.  That  was  when  you  were  ill? 

Yes. 

3774.  During  the  time  that  you  were  ill,  do  you  ever  remember  the  nurses 
being  turned  out  of  the  wards,  and  being  locked  up  ? 

Yes. 

3775.  That  was  while  you  were  ill,  about  Christmas  ? 

Yes,  some  time  before  Christmas,  or  not  long  after. 

3 776.  But  very  near  Christmas? 

Yes. 

3 777.  At  what  time  were  they  locked  out  ? 

Between  10  and  1 1 o’clock  at  night. 

3778.  Who  came  and  locked  them  up  ? 

Mrs.  Kelly  came  into  the  ward,  and  said,  “ Come,  girls,  clear  the  ward,  and 
out  in  one  minute.” 

3779.  Then  the  two  Owens’s  and  Mary  Cannon,  and  all  of  them,  went  out  ? 
Yes. 

3780.  Did  you  hear  Mrs.  Kelly  state  why  they  were  to  go  out? 

They  asked  her  what  was  the  cause,  and  she  made  answer  and  said  that  she 
would  let  them  know  in  a short  time ; that  they  were  to  take  their  beds  with  them 
out  at  once ; that  was  all  I heard. 

3781.  Then  did  Mrs.  Kelly  say  anything  to  you  ? 

Yes;  she  came  to  me  and  asked, 'could  I do  anvthing  with  the  wards  until 
the  morning,  and  I said  I would  do  my  best. 

3782.  That  was  to  take  care  of  the  sick  children,  was  it  not  ? 

Yes,  and  not  to  let  any  of  them  near  the  fire  ; I was  to  do  as  well  as  I could 
for  them. 

3783.  In  which  ward  were  you  at  that  time? 

In  Mary  Cannon’s  ward. 

3784.  Did  Mrs.  Kelly  tell  you  of  anything  particular  to  do  ? 

Nothing. 

3785.  Except  to  do  your  best  to  look  after  the  wards  ? 

Yes. 


3786.  Were  you  very  ill  at  that  time  ? 

Yes,  I was  very  ill ; it  was  after  being  bled  and  blistered  on  mv  chest : I was 
very  weak;  I was  bled  in  the  right  arm. 


3787.  Then  Mrs.  Kelly  left  you  as  the  only  person  to  take  care  of  the  ward? 
No  ; 1 said  that  I would  get  another  boy,  of  the  name  of  Michael  Dillon. 


3788.  What  age  was  he  ? 

He  was  about  the  same  age  as  I was  ; he  was  stronger  than  I was ; he  had  not 
beemn  the  ward ; I think  he  has  gone  out  to  America 


3789.  You  two  looked  after  the  children? 

Yes  ; I went  round  to  see  the  children ; there  was  no  fire  in  the 
candles  the  same  night ; I went  round  as  well  as  I could. 


ward,  nor  any 


3790.  Was  there  fire  and  candle  on  other  nights  ? 
Yes,  there  was  fire  and  candle  on  all  nights. 


3791.  Excepting  that  night  ? 

Yes,  except  a very  odd  night  that  they  came  short  of  fire  ; and  when  they  had 
no  fire  upon  this  night,  the  candles  were  lighted  early  and  kept  lighted  all  through, 

and 
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and  they  were  burnt  before  10  o’clock ; the  candles  that  were  allowed  for  the 
ward. 

3792.  That  was  not  the  night  that  you  were  there,  was  it  ? 

Yes,  it  was. 

3793.  After  ten  o’clock  there  was  no  more  light  ? 

No. 

3794.  And  the  fire  had  gone  out  a long  imebfor 
Yes. 

3795.  This  was  in  the  winter,  you  say? 

3796.  You  groped  about  as  well  as  you  could? 

I did,  and  went  to  bed  after  I had  been  round  each  ward. 

3797.  When  did  you  get  up  again  to  go  to  the  wards? 

I did  not  get  up,  I fell  asleep  ; and  when  I went  to  bed  Nurse  Gibbons  said 
that  she  heard  moans,  and  the  children  each  of  them  crying  for  their  own  ward’s- 
maid,  and  she  roared  out  of  the  room,  in  which  she  was  locked  up,  to  me  to  do 
all  that  I could  for  her.  ’ 

3798.  What  time  would  that  be  when  she  did  that? 

It  was  very  near  12  o’clock. 

3799.  At  night,  or  in  the  morning? 

At  night. 

3800.  Did  you  get  up  again? 

Yes,  I did. 

3801.  Did  you  go  round? 

I only  went  round  that  in  which  I was  lying.  I did  not  go  down  to  the 
other  two  at  that  time  ; I was  very  weak. 

3802.  Did  you  go  to  sleep  again  ? 

Yes. 

3803.  Did  you  awake  again  before  morning:  ? 

No,  I did  not. 

3804.  When  you  awoke  in  the  morning,  who  was  the  first  person  you  saw? 
Nurse  Gibbons  waked  me  first  in  the  morning,  when  she  got  the  wards  open  • 

she  came  round,  when  she  got  out,  with  cough  mixture,  and  everything  answer- 
able  to  give  round  in  the  ward,  and  when  she  found  the  child  dead,  she  came  up 
to  my  bed  and  told  me,  and  I then  went  down  to  see  it.  F 

3805.  When  she  came  to  your  bed,  what  did  she  tell  you? 

She  came  and  told  me  that  there  was  a child  dead  below  in  the  lower  ward 
and  to  go  down  to  see  it ; it  was  in  a very  poor  state. 

3806.  Then  did  you  get  up,  and  go  down  with  her  ? 

Yes,  I got  up,  and  went  down. 

3S07.  What  did  you  see  ? 

When  I got  down  I saw  the  child,  and  nurse  Gibbons  was  near,  rubbing  its 
* back  ; the  child  was  lying,  and  nurse  Gibbons  turned  it  round  on  the  broad  of 
its  back,  as  the  child  appeared  to  be  dark  like. 

3808.  Black,  do  you  mean? 

Yes  ; not  very  black,  but  dark  like. 

3809.  It  was  quite  dead  ? 

Yes,  between  the  beds. 

3810.  Was  it  cold? 

I did  not  lay  my  hands  on  it  to  try  what  the  cold  was,  because  I sot  back  to 
bed  as  quick  as  I could  again.  1 

3811.  Did  you  see  any  other  child  dead? 

No,  not  at  that  time;  within  a few  minutes  after  that  there  was  another  lost 
l170-15')  >»2  . and 
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and  nurse  Gibbons  came  to  my  bed,  and  said  to  me  that  that  child  had  been 
lost  on  last  night’s  account. 

3812.  When  did  she  tell  you  that? 

About  a quarter  of  an  hour  after  calling  me  out  of  my  bed ; it  was  on  the 
same  morning. 


3813.  You  say  that  you  went  to  bed  after  that ; how  long  was  it  ? 
It  was  not  a quarter  of  an  hour. 


3814.  Then  did  nurse  Gibbons  come  to  you  again? 
Yes. 


3815.  That  was  the  second  time  she  came  ? 

Yes,  and  she  told  me  that  there  was  another  child  lost ; I could  not  say  whe- 
ther it  was  a male  or  female  child ; I did  not  see  it. 


3816.  You  did  not  see  it? 

I did  not  see  the  next ; I did  not  rise  out  of  my  bed  to  see  the  second. 

3817.  Did  the  nurses  come  in  then? 

Yes ; shortly  after  that  they  came  in. 

3818.  In  whose  ward  was  the  one  that  you  saw  dead  ? 

I cannot  say  which  of  the  two  Owens’s ; I think  it  was  Cicely,  the  girl  that  has 
gone  to  Australia. 

3819.  Was  it  one  of  the  young  children? 

It  was. 

3820.  Did  nurse  Gibbons  say  in  what  ward  the  other  child  was  dead? 

No,  she  did  not ; the  minute  she  said  so,  she  went  away ; I was  very  weak 
myself. 

3821 . You  said  that  nurse  Gibbons  was  locked  in  : now,  observe  my  question, 
was  the  door  closed  only,  or  was  it  locked  ? 

It  was  locked  in  a manner  that  she  could  not  get  as  far  ; the  female  side  was 
left  open. 

3822.  Could  she  get  out  to  you  ? 

No,  she  could  not. 

3823.  How  do  you  know  that  ? 

Because  the  passage  door  was  locked  at  the  surgery;  Mrs.  Kelly  had 
locked  it.  J 

3824.  Is  there  a door  to  Bridget  Gibbons’s  ward,  besides  the  door  of  the 
surgery? 

There  is 


3825.  Are  there  two  doors  ? 

\ es ; her  room  is  a good  bit  on  from  the  surgery  door. 


3826.  It  was  the  surgery  door  that  was  locked  ? 

Yes ; the  surgery  door  is  there  ( describing  the  same),  the  old  men’s  door  is 
there,  and  there  is  a passage  down  along  the  door  before  you  go  into  the  sureerv  • 

the  nurses  room  was  locked  by  Mrs.  Kelly.  " 6 y ’ 


3827.  Did  you  hear  any  more  inquiries  made  about  the  dead  child  that  you  saw 


3828.  Did  you  ever  see  the  doctor  come  to  look  after  it? 

’*  ea ; the  dof°r;  wh“  he  came  ani  heard  of  it,  brought  in  Cicely  Owens 
Ca“n0n  ‘°  thC  ^ 1 d°  "0t  k”°*  I*— 


3829.  And  the  body  was  there,  was  it? 

The  body  was  removed  very  early  in  the  morning. 

3830.  Where  to  ? 

To  the  dead-house. 

3831.  Was 
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3831.  Was  the  body  there  when  Mary  Cannon,  Mary  Owens  and  Cicely 
Owens  came  into  the  ward  ? 

I cannot  say. 

3832.  What  became  of  the  other  body  ; you  said  that  there  was  a second  child 
died? 

Both  went  to  the  dead-house  ; I saw  nothing  of  the  other  body ; I fell  asleep 
the  moment  after  the  report  was  made  to  me;  I was  not  able  to  sit  up  a minute. 

3833.  Did  nurse  Gibbons  say  anything  to  you  the  following  day  about 
that  ? 

She  said  nothing  from  that  time,  only  she  said  that  Mrs.  Kelly  said  every 
thing  looked  as  if  it  was  a bad  turn ; it  was  a bad  job  done  to  take  them  away  out 
of  it. 

3834.  Has  anybody  spoken  to  you  about  your  coming  here? 

No,  nobody  has  spoken  to  me  about  my  coming  here,  until  I got  the 
summons. 

3835.  Then  what  did  they  tell  you  ? 

Nothing;  no  one  told  me  anything,  except  the  master  sent  down  for  me 
about  it. 

3830.  None  of  the  Guardians  have  spoken  to  you  about  it  ? 

Yes ; when  the  master  gave  it  to  me  about  12  o’clock,  I was  brought  to  the 
Guardians. 

3837.  What  did  they  say  ? 

Nothing ; they  only  asked  me  would!  find  my  way  here,  and  I said  I would  find 
my  way ; so  then  Captain  Haymes  told  the  master  to  give  me  a nice  suit  of 
clothes,  and  told  me  to  come  to  the  Board,  to  give  me  what  it  would  cost  to 
bring  me  here. 

3838.  Captain  Haymes  said  nothing  further  to  you  about  it  ? 

Nothing ; only  to  mind  myself  when  coming,  and  not  to  get  robbed. 

3839.  None  of  the  Guardians  said  anything  to  you? 

No. 

3840.  Since  you  have  been  in  London,  where  have  you  been  staying  ? 

1 have  got  the  address  here  ( handing  in  the  same). 

3841.  Has  anybody  said  anything  to  you  as  to  what  you  were  to  say  here  since 
you  left  this  room  the  other  day  P 

No  one ; nor  have  I made  any  acquaintance  ; I kept  my  lodging-house,  except 
when  I was  told  to  come  here. 

3842.  You  have  not  seen  anybody  to  whom  you  could  have  talked  about  this 
matter  ? 

No  ; I saw  no  one  that  I know  since  I came  here,  only  his  Lordship  and  Cap- 
tain Wynne. 

3843.  Where  did  you  see  Captain  Wynne  ? 

In  the  passage. 

3844.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  Captain  Wynne  P 

Not  a word. 

3845.  Where  did  you  see  Lord  Westmeath  ? 

Just  outside. 

3846.  On  the  day  you  were  here? 

Yes. 

3847.  What  did  Lord  Westmeath  say  to  you  ? 

Nothing,  only  was  I Gannon,  from  Carrick-on-Shannon;  and  told  me  to  sit 
there. 

3848.  Anything  else  ? - > , 

Nothing. 

3849.  Captain  Wynne  did  not  say  anything  to  you  ? 

Not  one  word. 

(170.16.)  • nn  3 3850.  Have 
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. 3850.  Have  you  ever  had  a quarrel  with  Mrs.  Kelly  ? 

Never. 

3851.  Did  she  behave  well  to  you? 

She  behaved  very  well  to  me  ; she  neither  behaved  well  to  me  nor  from  me, 
because  I had  no  acquaintance  with  her. 

3852.  Have  you  seen  nurse  Gibbons  lately  ? 

Yes,  since  she  was  here. 

3853.  What  did  she  tell  you  ? 

She  told  me  nothing  at  all,  only  that  I would  be  very  apt  to  be  sent  for. 

3854.  Did  she  not  ask  you  if  you  did  not  remember  seeing  the  dead  child  ? 

Yes ; Dr.  Munns  also  asked  me. 

3855.  What  did  you  tell  him  ? 

I told  him  I did. 

3856.  What  did  he  say  then  ? 

He  asked  me  if  I knew  the  name,  and  I said  I did  not. 

3857.  Did  he  ask  you  if  you  saw  more  than  one  dead  child ; you  said  that 
there  were  two  ? 

Yes  ; I told  him  I saw  only  one,  but  the  report  of  nurse  Gibbons  was  two  ; 
and  then  I was  quite  weak,  which  he  knew. 

3858.  Then  did  he  tell  you  anything  more  ? 

No  ; only  he  told  me  to  bring  everything  to  my  memory,  for  I might  be  sent 
for.  I was  a patient  at  this-  time.  About  a month  ago  I had  a blister  on  mv 
back.  } 

3859.  Do  you  remember  ever  on  any  other  occasion,  excepting  the  day.  you 
have  mentioned,  being  told  to  look  after  the  children  ? 

No,  never. 

3860.  That  was  the  only  time  that  you  were  told  to  look  after  the  children? 

That  was  the  only  time.  I was  never  left  in  care  of  anything  until  that  night. 

3861.  Every  other  night  the  nurses  remained  with  the  children? 

- 1 S ’ h&ve  slept  in  the  wards  with  the  children  on  all  the  other 

nights,  before  and  after. 

3862.  Did  you  see  Captain  Wynne  about  that  evening  ? 

He  used  to  be  in  the  house  mostly  every  day.  I had  not  seen  him,  because  I 
was  not  able  to  see  him. 

3863.  You  do  not  know  that  he  was  there  that  day? 

No ; he  was  mostly  there  every  day. 

3864.  You  are  certain  that  all  you  have  stated  is  quite  true? 

Yes. 

3865.  When  you  saw  the  dead  child,  was  there  anybody  in  the  ward  besides 
Bridget  Gibbons  and  yourself?  - 

Yes,  there  were  the  weak  children. 

3866.  Did  they  appear  to  observe  the  dead  body  of  the  other  child  ; did  they 
say  anything  ? 

Not  the  least,  because  there  was  mostly,  every  night,  some  dead  in  the 
wards ; no. 

3867 . In  general,  when  there  were  dead  children  in  the  wards,  was  not  there 
some  remark  made  upon  that  ? 

No  remark.  The  doctor  comes  round  always. 

3868  Did  they  sleep  more  than  one  in  a bed  ? 

Some  one,  some  two,  and  some  three.  The  beds  were  laid  on  the  boards. 

3869.  Were  there  any  other  children  in  the  bed  where  that  child  died? 

Not  that  I saw  ; 1 cannot  bring  it  to  my  memory  ; I did  not  pass  a remark ; 
when  I had  seen  the  child  I went  back  to  my  own  bed. 

3870.  Who 
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3870.  Who  came  into  the  ward  where  the  dead  child  was,  and  you  were,  after 
Bridget  Gibbons,  which  of  the  nurses  ? 

I was  asleep  ; but  I think  Mary  Owens  was  the  first  that  got  out. 

3871.  Had  the  child  been  removed  before  she  came  in? 

I am  not  sure ; I went  to  bed,  and  before  any  of  the  wards’-maids  got  back  • it 
was  taken  away. 

3872.  You  cannot  tell  whether  any  of  the  nurses  saw  either  of  the  dead  bodies 
or  not  ? 

No,  I cannot. 

3873.  Who  opened  the  doors,  and  let  them  in  ? 

I do  not  know,  I think  it  was  the  turnkey  that  was  over  in  the  body  of  the 
house. 

3874.  Was  it  day- light? 

Yes,  very  far  in  the  day,  about  7 o’clock;  between  G and  7 ; 6 o’clock  is  the 
regular  hour ; sometimes  it  is  after,  and  sometimes  before  that. 

3875.  Did  Dr.  Rutherford  examine  you  about  it  at  all? 

Not  a word  was  ever  said  to  me ; all  that  Mrs.  Kelly  said  to  me  was,  to  mind 
them  ; that  is  all  the  remark  that  was  made  to  me,  and  I told  her  that  I would; 
and  nurse  Gibsbons,  crying  out  of  her  own  room,  told  me  the  same. 

3876.  Did  nurse  Gibbons  say  or  think,  as  far  as  you  saw,  that  the  death  of 
the  child  was  owing  to  the  locking  out  of  the  nurses  ? 

Yes,  she  said  that  it  was. 

3877.  Were  those  nurses  afterwards  dismissed  ? 

No,  they  were  put  into  their  wards. 

3878.  Were  they  not  dismissed  some  time  after  that,  about  a fortnight  after 
that  ? 

Yes. 

3879.  Were  they  turned  off? 

Cicely  Owens  and  Mary  Owens  were  turned  off  before  I was  crossed  off. 

3880.  Why  were  they  turned  off? 

I do  not  know  the  cause  of  it ; I think  the  day  after  myself  was  crossed  off, 
they  had  gone  ; I went  to  the  doctor  about  myself. 

3881.  You  say  that  you  do  not  know  whether  it  was  in  Mary  Owens’  or 
Cicely  Owens’  ward  that  you  saw  the  dead  child  ? 

I do  not  know  which. 

3882.  Did  both  of  them,  being  sisters,  take  care  of  the  two  wards  between 
them,  going  into  each  other’s  ward  ? 

Yes. 

3883.  Was  there  along  ward  and  a small  ward? 

There  was. 

3884.  Did  they  join  each  other  ? 

There  was  a cross  ward  between  them. 

3885.  And  the  two  sisters,  the  Owens's,  used  to  look  after  both  the  wards 
together  ? 

Yes,  and  help  each  other. 

3886.  Do  you  recollect  in  which  ward  it  was,  the  long  or  the  short  ward,  that 
you  saw  the  dead  child  ? 

In  the  short  ward. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  to  Tuesday  next, 
One  o’clock. 


(170.15.) 


N N 4 


James  Gannon. 
128th  June  1850. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


[ 289  ] 


Die  Marti*,  2°  Julii  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  JOHN  ARMSTRONG  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows : 

3887.  WERE  you  late  master  of  the  Jamestown  auxiliary  poor-house  ? 

I was. 

3888.  Previously  to  that,  how  were  you  employed  ? 

I was  in  different  employments  ; I was  employed  in  assisting  the  clerk  of  the 
Union  in  his  duties  at  different  times ; I was  also  acting  master  of  the  workhouse 
of  Carrick-on-Shannon. 

3889.  At  what  .period  were  you  acting  master  ? 

From  the  latter  end  of  March  1848  to  the  latter  end  of  May  ; I should  think 
about  the  20th  of  each  month. 

3890.  During  that  time  the  Vice-Guardians  were  in  office  ? 

They  were. 

3891.  At  what  period  were  you  employed  as  assistant  clerk  in  the  work- 
house  ? 

The  first  period  was  from  about  the  15th  of  February  to  the  20th  of  March 
1848 ; the  next  period  was  from  about  the  20th  of  May  to  the  16th  of  August  1848. 

3892.  The  first  period  when  you  were  employed,  did  you  find  the  books  in 
great  disorder  ? 

I think  there  never  was  anything  in  such  disorder  ; every  book  in  the  work- 
house  was  in  arrear,  and  quite  incorrect. 

3893.  How  long  had  the  Vice-Guardians  been  in  office  at  that  timer 

I think  the  Vice-Guardians  came  into  office  the  25th  of  January ; they  had 
been  about  a month. 

3894.  In  what  state  was  the  register  ? 

It  would  be  hard  to  describe  in  what  state  it  was  there  was  no  regular  register 
for,  I dare  say,  six  weeks  previous  to  the  time  that  I took  charge  of  the  books  ; 
I do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  were  not  registries  made,  but  they  were  incorrect. 
Some  paupers  that  were  in  the  house,  that  were  admitted  during  that  six  weeks, 
were  registered,  some  were  not. 

_ -3895.  Did  you  find  that  the  register  corresponded  with  the  number  of  paupers 
in  the  workhouse  ? 

No,  I never  found  that. 

3896.  To  the  best  of  your  belief,  on  any  given  day,  would  the  register  give  you 
a correct  account  of  the  number  of  paupers  in  the  workhouse  ? 

If  the  register  were  properly  kept  from  its  commencement,  of  course  it  should 
correspond  with  the  persons  actually  appearing  in  the  workhouse  ; that  is  the 
way  it  should  be,  if  it  were  kept  correctly. 

3897.  "Was  it  ever  checked  by  comparing  it  with  the  number  of  paupers  in  the 
workhouse  ? 

It  was  checked  some  time  afterwards,  but  not  for  about  a fortnight;  that  was 
the  very  first  effort  the  Vice- Guardians  made  to  correct  the  former  errors. 

(170. 16.)  O O 3898.  How 


Evidence  on  the 
Petition  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Union  of 
Carrick-on- 
Shannon. 

Mr.  J.  Armstrong. 

2d  July  1850. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


290  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 


Mr.  J.  Armstrong. 
ad  July  1850. 


Printed  image  digitised 


3898.  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  get  it  into  order? 

I think  it  is  not  in  order  yet ; I think  it  will  never  be  in  order,  because  there 
is  all  along  an  incorrect  basis  to  register. 

3899.  Will  you  explain  what  you  mean? 

The  names  of  the  persons  who  originally  entered  the  workhouse  in  1841  were 
kept  and  continued,  and  all  the  additions  were  continued  up  to  the  period  when 
I met  with  the  book  in  1848  ; but  when  the  number  in  the  house  was  not  com- 
pared with  the  register,  which  never  was  the  case  from  1841  to  1848,  of  course 
it  could  not  be  known  whether  the  number  in  the  house  corresponded  with  the 
register. 

3900.  There  was  no  muster-roll  called  over  upon  any  occasion  ? 

I cannot  say  whether  there  was  before  my  time. 

3901.  During  the  time  that  you  were  acting  master,  did  you  each  day  call  over 
the  number  in  the  house  ? 

No,  1 did  not. 

3902.  When  the  paupers  left  the  house,  were  their  names  taken  off  the 
register,  or  was  any  notice  taken  of  it  in  the  books  ? 

During  my  time  there  was. 

3903.  How  was  the  notice  taken  ? 

When  a pauper  is  discharged,  he  is  marked  off  the  book  as  discharged.  The 
numbers  are  entered  on  the  register.  There  is  a column  for  dead  and  discharged, 
and  in  the  register  it  is  marked  “ discharged”  or  “ dead  and  he  is  taken  off  the 
other  books  in  the  same  manner,  the  relief  list  and  the  clothing  book. 

3904.  Was  that  regularly  done  during  the  time  that  you  were  acting 
master  r 

It  was. 

3905.  I)o  you  know  whether  it  was  done  during  the  time  that  you  acted  as 
assistant  clerk  in  getting  the  books  in  order? 

When  first  I was  acting  as  assistant  clerk,  I am  sure  it  was  not  done. 

3906.  On  any  occasion  was  the  number  of  rations,  or  the  number  for  which 
food  was  given  out,  greater  than  the  number  in  the  house  ? 

I gave  it  out  for  two  days,  till  I detected  the  error. 

3907.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  error  that  you  detected  ? 

Eighty-six  was  the  difference  between  the  number  in  the  house  and  the  total 
appearing  in  the  books. 

3908.  That  is  to  say,  there  was  an  excess  of  rations  given  out  to  the  amount 
of  86  over  and  above  the  number  of  paupers  ? 

Yes. 

3909.  What  became  of  those  rations  ? 

I immediately  stopped  giving  them  the  moment  I detected  the  error. 

3910.  But  they  must  have  been  given  out  previously  to  your  detecting  the 

error  ? 0 

I am  sure  they  were  given  out. 

3911.  Were  they  sold,  or  what  became  of  them? 

I cannot  say  ; but  I think  that  the  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  food  showed 
that  the  paupers  were  getting  more  than  they  were  entitled  to,  for  the  moment 
1 withheld  that  extra  quantity,  the  food  diminished  in  quality. 

3912.  You  imagine  that  the  food  was  nevertheless  consumed  in  the  work- 
house,  and  not  sold  by  the  paupers? 

I imagine  it  was. 

3913.  You  mean  that  there  was  a greater  quantity  of  flour,  or  whatever  it  was 
put  into  the  gruel,  and  so  forth  ? 

Yes,  there  was. 

3914.  In  that  way  you  imagine  it  was  consumed  ? 

That  is  the  way  it  was  consumed. 


3915.  That 
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3915.  That  the  rations  were  improved  by  it,  not  that  the  extra  rations  were 
sold  out  of  the  house  ? 

Yes,  by  the  extra  quantity  of  meal  being  taken  away,  the  rations  were  diminished, 
and  the  quality  of  the  food  was,  of  course,  worse. 

3916.  That  was  by  the  reduction  ? 

Yes. 

3917.  But  the  contrary  of  that  had  been  the  case  when  the  extra  rations  were 
dealt  out? 

Yes ; that  shows  that  the  food  was  consumed  in  the  house. 

3918.  With  regard  to  the  clothing,  it  appears  that  an  excess  of  clothing  over 
and  above  what  the  paupers  were  entitled  to  was  given  out  ? 

I was  not  acquainted  with  the  clothing  book  at  the  time. 

3919.  Did  not  you  find,  when  you  examined  the  books,  that  the  clothing  book 
did  not  tally  with  the  classification  which  you  made  in  the  house  ? ■ 

I did  not  examine  the  clothing  book,  for  it  was  six  months  in  arrear. 

3920.  So  that  the  clothing  book  could  not,  in  any  way,  be  relied  upon? 

Not  at  all ; the  clothing  book  had  neither  head  nor  tail  to  it. 

3921.  Who  assisted  you  in  trying  to  get  the  books  into  order? 

Mr.  Clark  assisted  me. 

3922.  The  clerk  of  the  Union  ? 

No,  his  brother. 

3923.  Did  you  get  them  into  order  at  all  ? 

We  got  the  current  books  into  order;  we  got  the  register,  and  the  admis- 
sions, and  discharge  books,  and  most  part  of  the  relief  list,  into  order  at  the  time 
when  I was  master. 

3924.  Since  that,  you  have  no  knowledge  of  the  books  falling  again  into 
arrear  ? 

I never  had  any  knowledge  of  their  falling  into  arrear  from  the  date  at  which 
I began  with  them  up  to  the  period  when  I quitted  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union  on  the  30th  of  October  1849.  I never  was  aware  of  their  getting  into 
arrear,  when  I had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  at  that  time. 

3925.  You  imagine  that  they  did  not  get  into  arrear? 

I imagine  they  did  not. 

3926.  Up  to  what  period  ? 

Up  to  the  period  when  I quitted  the  Union,  in  October  1849. 

3927.  You  were  discharged  at  that  time? 

Yes. 

3928.  Was  that  in  consequence  of  the  auxiliary  house  being  no  longer 
required  ? 

Yes. 

3929.  You  know  nothing  of  the  state  of  the  Union  since  the  local  Board  has 
been  appointed? 

No. 

3930.  In  the  Jamestown  auxiliary  workhouse  what  was  the  number  of 
paupers  ? 

Generally  from  300  to  500  ; the  numbers  used  to  vary. 

3931.  Were  the  books  of  the  auxiliary  workhouse  properly  kept? 

They  were  kept,  but  they  -were  not  regularly  kept ; they  were  like  the  books 
of  the  principal  workhouse ; they  were  only  subsidiary  books. 

3932.  Were  they  on  the  same  bad  basis  as  the  others? 

I do  not  say  that  they  were  on  a bad  basis ; they  were  as  correct  as  possible, 
under  the  circumstances. 

3933.  What  were  the  circumstances  which  made  them  incorrect .? 

They  were  not  incorrect,  but  they  were  not  regularly  ruled,  and  printed,  and. 
headed  as  the  other  books  of  the  Commissioners  are ; they  were  correct  as  far  as 

(170. 16.)  . o o 2 regarded 


Mr.  J.  Armstrong. 
2d  July  1850. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


292  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 

Mu  J.  Armstrong,  regarded  the  admissions.  Whenever  the  paupers  came  to  Jamestown  auxiliary 

workhouse,  they  generally  came  about  a hundred  together,  and  they  were  entered, 

2d  July  1850.  an(i  the  same  when  they  were  discharged,  and  the  clothing  which  they  received 
* was  entered ; I kept  the  same  books  on  a smaller  scale,  as  at  the  principal  work- 
house. 

3934.  Whose  business  was  it  to  head  the  books  and  rule  them  ? 

I used  to  do  it;  I think  it  was  my  business. 

3935.  Were  they  afterwards  checked  and  initialed  by  the  clerk  ? 

No  ; they  were  taken  into  the  general  books  of  the  master  of  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  workhouse ; they  were  checked  by  the  master  of  the  Carrick  workhouse 
and  taken  irtto  his  accounts. 

3936.  And  then,  after  that,  they  ought  to  have  been  checked  and  initialed  by 
the  clerk  of  the  Carrick  Union  ? 

No ; I rather  think  not,  because  they  would  already  have  been  checked  by 
being  taken  into  the  master’s  books. 

3937.  What  check  is  there  on  the  master  ? 

The  clerk  of  the  Union  checks  the  master. 


3938.  Then,  were  not  those  books  afterwards  checked  and  initialed  by  the 
clerk? 

No,  they  were  not ; the  Jamestown  house  was  an  auxiliary  workhouse,  and  it 
was  not  considered  any  part  of  the  clerk’s  duties  to  check  the  books  of  the 
auxiliary  workhouse. 

3939.  But  you  state  that  the  books  of  the  auxiliary  workhouse  were  added  to 
the  books  of  the  chief  workhouse  ? 

Yes. 


3940.  Then,  the  books  of  the  chief  workhouse,  containing  the  books  of  the 
auxiliary  workhouse,  would  be  signed  by  the  master,  would  not  they  ? 

They  would  be  signed  by  the  master  and  the  assistant,  and  afterwards  checked 
and  initialed  by  the  clerk  of  the  Union. 

3941.  Were  they,  to  your  knowledge,  thus  checked  and  initialed  by  the  clerk  ? 
To  my  knowledge,  I cannot  say  as  to  the  clerk’s  signature  going  to  the  books 

of  the  master  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  workhouse. 

3942.  All  that  you  had  to  do  was  to  deliver  over  your  books  to  the  master  of 
the  Carrick-on-Shannon  workhouse? 

That  was  all. 

3943.  What  led  to  your  leaving  the  Jamestown  workhouse  ? 

The  principal  workhouse  was  sufficient  to  contain  the  paupers,  and  the  Vice- 
Guardians  wanted  to  decrease  the  expenditure  of  the  auxiliary  workhouse. 

3944.  Was  any  fault  found  with  you  ? 

Not  the  slightest  that  I ever  heard  of. 

3945.  Either  on  the  part  of  the  Vice- Guardians  or  the  Poor  Law  authorities  ? 
I never  heard  of  any  charge  preferred  against  me. 

3946.  How  long  were  you  at  Carrick  ? 

I think  about  seven  months  in  Carrick. 


3947 .  During  the  time  that  you  were  master,  in  what  state  was  the  register 
kept  ? b 

It  was  commenced  to  be  kept  rightly  from  the  time  when  I got  the  charge  of 
it,  about  the  20th  of  March,  but  before  that,  it  appeared  to  have  been  scarcely 
kept  at  all;  there  were  parties  in  the  house  who  were  not  registered,  and  there 
were  parties  not  marked  discharged  off  the  register  that  I had  known’ to  be  dead 
before  the  appointment  of  the  Vice-Guardians ; labourers  that  worked  with 
myself  that  were  dead  and  were  not  marked  off. 


3948.  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  get  those  books  into  a good  state  P 
I got  done  with  them  about  the  20th  of  May ; I never  bad  anything  to  do  with 
the  books  before  the  20th  of  March ; so  that  it  was  between  the  20th  of  March 
and  the  20th  of  May. 


3949.  When 
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3949.  When  you  found  that  the  books  were  in  the  state  which  you  describe, 
what  steps  were  taken  to  get  those  errors  corrected,  and  to  put  them  into  a erood 
state  ? 

. The  Vice-Guardians,  and  the  Poor  Law  Inspector,  Captain  Wynne,  were  aware 
of  the  state  of  the  books,  and  on  the  Board- day  they  considered  what  was  best  to 
be  done;  and  it  was  determined  that  the  best  plan  would  be  to  go  through  the 
dormitories  at  night,  and  the  fever  hospital,  and  to  take  down  the  name  of  every 
person  in  the  house.  The  schoolmaster  and  I commenced  that  very  night.  We 
made  a classification  of  the  house,  and  we  took  them  down  according  to  the 
electoral  divisions  to  which  they  belonged,  and  then  compared  the  numbers,  and 
we  discovered  that  there  was  an  excess  of  86  on  the  books.  W e therefore  dis- 
continued the  next  day,  giving  the  rations  that  were  being  issued  for  that  number 
more  than  should  have  been. 

3950.  When  you  found  out  those  irregularities,  did  you  take  steps  to  make 
the  new  books  correct  ? 

They  were  the  same  books,  not  new  books. 

395 1 . But  they  were  newly  written  ? 

Of  course  I commenced  with  the  actual  number ; I had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
past ; I was  to  begin  with  the  present. 

3952.  Were  you  able  to  put  the  books  in  order  in  one  day,  in  consequence  of 
this  inspection  ? 

Some  of  them  I was. 

3953.  All  of  them  ? 

No,  I could  not;  it  was  impossible. 

3954.  ITow  long  did  it  take  you,  from  the  time  that  you  first  discovered  those 
'frauds,  until  you  were  able  to  get  all  the  books  into  a proper  state  ? 

I never  got  the  arrears  of  the  books  into  proper  order ; I only  got  the  current 
course  of  some  of  the  books  into  proper  order.  I will  state  which  they  were : 
they  were  the  distribution  of  diets,  the  provision  check  account,  and  the  admis- 
sion and  discharge  book. 

3955.  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  get  those  books  into  proper  order? 

I think  it  took  me  nearly  six  weeks. 

3956.  And  you  had  the  co-operation  during  that  time  of  the  Vice- Guardians, 
and  of  Captain  Wynne,  to  help  you  in  it  ? 

I had  the  co-operation  of  the  Vice- Guardians,  and  they  well  understood  it. 

3957.  And  yet  it  took  you  six  weeks  before  you  were  able  to  do  it  to  your 
satisfaction  ? 

It  did;  because  I had  to  devote  some  of  my  time  to  the  out-door  relief 
register. 

3958.  Was  that  in  confusion  too  ? 

Not  at  all ; that  book  was  correct ; the  applications  for  out-door  relief  were 
correct. 

3959.  If  you  found  these  irregularities  in  respect  to  the  in-door  relief,  what 
security  had  you  against  equal  irregularities  in  the  out-door  lists  ? 

Because  there  was  such  subdivision  of  labour  in  the  out-door  list  that  no 
person  was  overworked ; there  were  nine  officers  who  were  competent  to  do  the 
duty.  I had  nothing  to  do  but  to  register  the  names  of  the  applicants. 

3960.  Then  the  only  security  which  you  had  for  the  correctness  of  the  out- 
door relief  lists  was  the  degree  of  confidence  which  you  placed  in  the  way  in 
which  it  was  worked  by  the  Relieving  Officers  ? 

By  no  means.  They  came  under  a strict  examination  by  the  Guardians  and 
the  Poor  Law  Inspector.  Every  applicant's  name  was  submitted  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians  ; they  made  every  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  his  application, 
and  satisfied  themselves,  and  then  “the  Relieving  Officer  went  and  personally 
inspected  the  case. 

3961.  Supposing  such  a case  as  you  have  described  to  have  occurred  in  rela- 
tion to  out-door  relief,  namely,  that  persons  were  found  to  be  Continued  upon 
the  out-door  relief  after  they  had  been  dead  and  gone,  what  security  had  you,  or 
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Mr.  J.  Armstrong . could  you  have,  that  persons  were  not  continued  upon  the  out-door  relief  list, 

° whatever  the  attention  might  he  of  the  Guardians  ? 

ad  July  1850.  \v'e  had  the  Relieving  Officer’s  hoolcs  ; it  was  my  business  to  check  his  books, 

’ " and  I seldom  discovered  an  error  in  them. 

3962.  Might  not  those  hooks  have  been  perfectly  well  kept,  and  yet  have 
given  you  an  account  of  non-existing  people  ? 

When  there  was  an  applicant  for  relief,  the  Relieving  Officer  went  and  per- 
sonally inquired  into  the  circumstances ; he  entered  the  application  in  his  appli- 
cations and  report  book ; he  then  submitted  it  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  who 
inquired  about  the  circumstances  of  the  applicant,  to  know  whether  he  was  a 
proper  person  to  receive  relief ; if  the  least  complaint  was  made  by  any  Roman 
Catholic  Clergyman  in  any  case,  it  was  always  attended  to  immediately. 

3963.  But  supposing  the  Relieving  Officer  had  doubled  the  number  of  appli- 
cants, and  put  upon  the  list  persons  who  did  not  exist,  what  check  had  you 
upon  that  1 

I think  it  would  be  very  soon  detected. 

3964.  Was  not  it  the  practice  of  the  Board  to  see  the  applicants  before  they 
were  admitted  to  out-door  relief? 

Where  it  was  not  an  urgent  case,  they  always  saw  them. 

3965.  Could  there  be  any  large  number  of  out-door  cases  for  relief  in  which 
the  Board  of  Guardians  had  not  seen  the  applicants  before  putting  them  upon 
the  list  ? 

I think  they  saw  every  applicant,  except  a person  that  might  be  sick  and  not 
able  to  come  to  the  place.  The  applicants  for  out-door  relief  always  attended 
the  Board  on  Board-days,  and  the  Guardians  saw  every  one  of  them. 

3966.  Except  those  that  might  have  been  unable  to  come  in  consequence  of 
illness  ? 

Yes ; that  was  the  general  rule. 

3967.  Could  there  have  been  any  large  number  of  applicants  for  out-door 
relief  who  would  obtain  that  out-door  relief  without  having  appeared  before  the 
Board  ? 

Not  a large  number. 

3968.  You  say  that  the  Vice-Guardians  saw  all  the  applicants  except  the 
sick,  who  were  not  able  to  come  for  out-door  relief  ? 

Yes  ; there  might  be  some  instances  where  they  did  not  see  them,  but  that 
was  the  general  practice. 

3969.  At  one  period  of  time,  there  were  15,000  persons  receiving  out-door 
relief ; did  they  then  see  15,000  persons  ? 

Not  on  one  day ; they  might  have  seen  them  at  different  periods. 

3970.  They  saw  the  applicants  for  relief  when  they  first  applied  for  relief, 
but  when  they  were  only  continued  on  the  list,  they  did  not  still  continue  to  see 
them  ? 

No ; lam  not  aware  that  they  did,  except  in  this  way — sometimes  the  Guar- 
dians used  to  go  and  inspect  the  stations  where  they  got  relief,  and  they  would 
sit  beside  the  Relieving  Officer.  This  I have  never  seen,  but  I have  been  told 
that  it  is  the  practice,  that  they  would  go  to  the  station  and  sit  beside  the  Reliev- 
ing Officer,  and  see  every  person  whose  name  is  called  over,  and  see  the  quantity 
of  rations  they  receive. 

3971.  How  many  stations  were  there  ? 

I cannot  tell. 

3972.  About  how  many? 

I should  think  about  20  or  30. 

3973.  Did  the  Vice-Guardians  visit  those  stations  regularly  when  the  relief 
was  given  there  ? 

I have  known  them  to  leave  the  workhouse  with  the  intention  of  going  to 
them ; very  frequently  I have  seen  cars  coming  and  taking  away  the  Vice- 
Guardians  for  that  purpose. 


3974.  Was 
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3974.  Was  there  any  revision  of  those  lists  of  out-door  relief  from  time  to 
time  ? 

They  were  printed ; the  applicants’  names  were  all  printed  and  posted  up  in 
the  most  conspicuous  places  in  the  country.  1 

3975.  Did  you  ever  know  any  remark  made  by  persons  who  had  local  know- 
ledge upon  he  subject  as  to  the  names  being,  some  of  them,  the  names  of  per- 
sons that  were  dead  ? 

I never  heard  it,  but  there  might  have  been,  without  my  knowledge. 

3976.  Do  you  think  it  likely,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  mode  of  conducting 
those  matters,  that  if  there  had  been  any  number  of  names  of  persons  that  were 
dead  so  retained  upon  the  list,  they  would  have  attracted  notice  after  being 
published  in  that  way  or  not  ? 

I think  they  would,  for  there  used  to  be  a very  strict  scrutiny  about  those 
things. 

3977.  On  the  part  of  whom  ? 

Of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

3978.  The  question  refers  to  the  public? 

The  public  would  have  been  glad  to  find  any  charge  to  offer  against  the 
Relieving  Officers,  for  they  were  generally  very  much  disliked;  and  if  parties  had 
discovered  upon  the  list  the  names  of  persons  not  entitled,  they  would  soon 
have  made  it  known. 

3979.  Have  you  any  reason  to  know  that  those  lists  published  in  conspicuous 
places  were  actually  examined  by  parties  able  to  judge  as  to  the  correctness  of 
the  lists  ? 

I have  seen  persons  reading  them  and  examining  them. 

3980.  Were  not  those  complaints  on  the  part  of  Roman  Catholic  Priests,  to 
which  you  alluded,  generally  complaints  of  persons  not  receiving  relief,  who  they 
thought  were  in  destitute  circumstances  ? 

The  Roman  Catholic  Clergy  generally  have,  I may  say,  so  kind  a feeling,  that 
they  rather  prefer  to  get  outside  the  law  a little,  to  extend  relief  to  persons  to 
whom  the  law  does  not  allow  it. 

3981.  Those  were  generally  applications  to  give  relief  to  people,  not  to  take 
them  off  the  list? 

When  they  made  charges  against  the  Relieving  Officer,  it  was  for  not  giving 
relief. 

3982.  Were  there  any  complaints  made  of  relief  being  given  to  people  who 
ought  not  to  receive  it  ? 

I never  heard  of  any. 

3983.  When  a man  who  had  a large  family  applied  for  out-door  relief,  was 
not  the  manner  in  which  it  was  generally  given  by  allotting  a certain  portion  of 
meal  to  each  member  of  his  family  ? 

It  was. 

3984.  Supposing  a man  with  10  in  family  applies  for  out- door  relief,  and  it  is 
granted  to  that  family,  and  the  number  of  names  which  compose  that  family  are 
entered  on  the  list ; and  supposing  that  afterwards  one  member  of  that  family 
obtains  work,  and  another  goes  away,  is  it  not  likely  that  the  Relieving  Officer 
would  be  able,  if  he  chooses,  to  continue  the  same  amount  of  relief  to  that  family, 
as  containing  10  in  number,  while  it  is  in  fact  diminished  by  the  number  of 
two? 

I cannot  say  whether  the  Relieving  Officer  gave  the  rations  singly  or  altogether 
to  the  head  of  the  family,  therefore  I cannot  answer  that  question. 

3985.  According  to  what  you  have  said,  would  it  not  be  within  the  power  of 
any  person  taking  an  interest  in  the  names  placed  upon  the  list,  to  ascertain  by 
inspecting  the  lists,  which  you  say  wTere  put  up  in  conspicuous  places,  whether 
the  proper  number  was  entered  or  not  ? 

I do  not  know  whether  those  lists  would  show  that ; I do  not  know  whether 
those  lists  were  half-yearly  or  not.  If  they  were  half-yearly,  the  abuse,  if  there 
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was  any,  might  have  gone  on  for  a length  of  time.  The  Relieving  Officer  could 
not  be  aware  of  all  the  particulars. 

3986.  Why  could  not  the  Relieving  Officer  be  aware  of  all  the  particulars  ? 

It  would  be  more  than  any  man  could  do  to  inspect  every  family  to  which  he 
was  giving  relief,  to  make  all  the  members  be  produced  to  him ; it  would  take  his 
whole  time,  and  the  time  of  seven  more  men  like  him. 

3987.  You  said  that  it  was  upon  the  reports  of  the  Relieving  Officers  that  the 
Vice-Guardians  had  to  rely,  and  now  you  say  that  for  the  Relieving  Officer  to 
make  an  inspection,  so  as  to  know  the  exact  number,  would  have  been  impossible, 
and  more  than  seven  men  could  have  done  ? 

I mean  after  they  had  been  placed  on  the  list,  when  they  had  been  receiving 
ration  after  ration.  It  would  have  been  an  absurd  thing  to  expect  that. 

3988.  Then  what  check  had  you  that  they  were  not  continued  on  the  out-door 
relief  list  after  they  were  dead  and  gone,  or  were  no  longer  in  a state  to  require 
relief? 

I really  do  not  know.  I am  not  so  well  acquainted  with  the  minutiae  of  out- 
door relief  as  to  be  able  to  say  that.  There  is  one  check  that  they  would  have, 
that  the  coffins  for  the  dead  are  generally  got  from  the  Relieving  Officer, 

3989.  When  you  strike  names  off  the  list,  on  what  ground  do  you  strike 
them  off? 

I never  had  anything  to  do  with  striking  off  names  from  the  out-door  relief 
list. 

3990.  You  say  that  it  is  impossible  that  the  Relieving  Officer  could  tell  who 
was  entitled  to  relief ; and  you  say  that  the  Vice- Guardians  did  not  inspect  the 
state  of  the  family,  so  that  it  depended  entirely  upon  the  report  of  the  Relieving 
Officer ; then  in  what  way  was  there  a check  upon  the  out-door  relief  ? 

It  would  be  impossible  for  the  Relieving  Officer,  at  the  time  of  issuing  every 
ration,  to  see  the  whole  of  the  members  of  the  family ; it  would  occupy  his 
whole  time. 

3991.  You  have  spoken  of  a check  derived  from  the  coffins  given  for  the  poor 
upon  their  death  ; but  you  have  already  stated  that  within  your  own  knowledge, 
even  as  to  the  in-door  relief,  people  were  continued  upon  the  list  after  they  had 
been  dead  and  gone ; how  did  it  happen  that  the  coffins  were  not  a sufficient 
check  upon  the  in-door  relief  ? 

They  might  have  been  a great  check  if  the  book  had  been  regularly  kept  up, 
containing  the  record  of  the  deaths. 

3992.  Was  the  death  register  irregularly  kept  as  well  as  the  others  ? 

It  was  in  arrear  as  well  as  every  other  book  in  the  workhouse  at  the  time 
when  I took  the  charge. 

3993.  Would  it  have  been  possible  for  you  to  have  made  up  the  arrear  in  the 
register  of  deaths  from  any  record  that  was  kept ; could  you  have  made  up  that, 
book  ? 

Indeed  I could  not,  nor  anybody  else.  There  might  have  been  a clue  got  to  it 
from  the  contractor  for  coffins.  There  is  what  is  called  a Requisition  book  in  the 
workhouse,  and  there  was  the  number  on  the  register  and  the  electoral  division 
of  the  pauper.  That  was  put  in  the  requisition — “ Required  a coffin  for  the 
remains”  of  so  and  so.  By  that  means  there  might  have  been  a clue  got  to  it-. 
I believe  that  was  the  principal  means  that  we  had. 

3994.  Will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  what  was  the  course  adopted  in  the 
investigation  of  cases  -of  applicants  for  relief  when  you  were  at  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  workhouse  ; before  whom  were  the  applications  for  relief  brought  ? 

The  applicants  for  relief  came  personally,  and  were  examined  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians  and  the  Relieving  Officer;  but  previously  to  this  examination  the 
Relieving  Officers  generally  saw  the  parties,  and  satisfied  themselves  that  their 
circumstances  were  such  that  they  were  entitled  to  relief. 

3995.  Where  did  the  Vice-Guardians  sit  to  do  that  business  ? 

They  used  to  go  to  the  workhouse  to  examine  the  applicants  ; sometimes,  on 
a very  wet  day,  the  applicants  would  go  to  the  Board-room. 

3996.  Did 
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3996.  Did  they  ever  go  to  the  lodge  of  the  workhouse? 

Yes,  almost  always ; because  the  business  could  not  have  been  done  in  the 
Board-room,  if  they  had  been  all  brought  up. 

3997.  Is  the  Board-room  as  large  as  the  porter’s  lodge? 

The  Board-room  is  something'  longer  than  this  room ; not  quite  so  broad. 

3998.  As  large  as  the  porter’s  lodge  ? 

The  place  below  is  just  of  the  same  extent.  There  is  the  hall  of  the  work- 
house,  and  the  porter’s  room. 

3999.  What  is  the  size  of  the  porter’s  room  ? 

About  8 feet  by  12. 

4000.  Yqu  said  that  one  of  the  reasons  for  examining  them  in  the  porter’s 
room,  rather  than,  in  the  Board- room,  was,  that  there  would  not  be  room  for  them 
above? 

I said  in  the  porter’s  lodge,  not  the  porter’s  room. 

4001.  Where  is  the  porter’s  lodge? 

The  porter’s  lodge  is  the  large  square  hall  in  the  centre. 

4002.  Is  that  where  M'Greavy  lived  ? 

He  lived  in  the  porter’s  room. 

4003.  Have  you  known  an  examination  of  the  paupers  going  on  in  JVPGreavy’s 
room  ? 

Frequently.  I have  seen  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians  bring  parties  in  to  examine 
them. 

4004.  How  large  was  that  place  ? 

About  8 feet  by  12. 

4005.  Used  he  to  take  them  in  one  by  one,  and  examine  them? 

Sometimes  one  by  one ; it  was  generally  in  cases  of  complaints ; it  was  just  to 

detach  them  from  the  crowd  that  was  in  the  hall.  There  was  the  Poor  Law 
Inspector,  Captain  Wynne,  and  Mr.  O’Reilly.  There  was  such  a crowd  and 
press  of  poor  wretched  beings,  that  they  did  not  know  where  to  go  ; thev  could 
not  go  up  to  the  Board-room,  for  there  were  the  nine  Relieving  Officers  and  the 
clerk  there. 

4006.  Did  Captain  Wynne,  the  Inspecting  Officer,  often  investigate  into  cases 
of  complaints  ? 

Yes,  very  frequently ; perhaps  as  much  as  the  Guardians. 

4007.  Used  he  to  come  into  this  small  room  of  the  porter’s  ? 

He  generally  used ; and  if  he  wanted  paper  or  anything,  I often  sent  it  down 
to  him. 

4008.  Did  he,  in  any  instances  coming  within  your  knowledge,  direct  persons 
either  to  be  put  on  the  list,  or  to  be  struck  off  the  list  for  relief? 

I never  knew  that  he  did.  I have  frequently  heard  him  speak  to  the  Relieving 
Officers  about  such  and  such  parties. 

4009.  You  do  not  recollect  whether  he  recommended  persons  to  be  put  on 
the  list  for  relief,  or  to  be  struck  off,  as  being  improperly  on  the  list  ? 

The  only  way  that  Captain  Wynne  would  direct  would  be,  that  when  the 
Relieving  Officer  would  have  a doubt  whether  a party  should  have  the  relief  or 
not,  he  would  go  to  Captain  Wynne  to  know  whether  they  were  entitled  to  it  or 
not,  and  whatever  his  decision  was,  it  was  done ; he  would  say,  “ I think  such 
a person  is  entitled  by  law  to  relief.”  » 

4010.  Without  going  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? 

In  the  decision  he  came  to,  he  generally  consulted  first  with  the  Guardians ; 
he  generally  spoke  low  over  to  them,  so  that  no  person  in  the  room  would  hear 
him. 

i ^ ^ ' Suppose  an  inquiry  to  be  taking  place  into  a case  in  the  porter’s  room 
+u*°  w*  i 16  ^ j . ar<*  Guardians  were  sitting  in  the  room  above,  how  could 
t ms  nttle  confidential  communication  that  you  have  spoken  of  take  place? 

^ Board-room  table  was  a table  like  this ; Captain  Wynne  generally  sat  as 
<l5ra*W  PP  Chairman, 


Mr.  J.  Armstrong. 
2d  July  1850. 
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Mr.  J.  Armstrong.  Chairman,  at  the  head,  and  the  two  Guardians  on  each  side.  The  clerk  was 

sitting  on  one  side ; I was  sitting  on  the  other  side,  and  checking  the  Relieving 

ad  July  1850.  Officer’s  books  ; and  Captain  Wynne,  I suppose,  thought  it  would  confuse  the 

• * business  if  he  talked  over  matters  loudly.  I generally  sat  next  to  him.  That 

was  the  cross  part  of  the  table.  I would  be  checking  books  generally.  Captain 
Wynne  generally  spoke  low.  Perhaps  be  did  not  wish  that  I should  hear  the 
result  of  his  deliberations ; indeed,  we  were  often  turned  out  of  the  Board- 
room. 

4012.  How  could  those  communications  between  Captain  Wynne  and  the 
Vice-Guardians  take  place  in  those  instances  which  you  have  adverted  to,  in 
which  he  was  investigating  cases  of  paupers  below  in  the  porter’s  room  ? 

I do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  was  while  he  was  investigating  a case  that  he  said 
those  things. 

4013.  Were  there  instances,  to  your  knowledge,  in  which  Captain  Wynne  did 
investigate  cases  in  the  porter’s  room  ? 

Not  any  cases,  to  my  knowledge;  I believe  I saw  him  there  examining  the 
people,  but  I know  nothing  what  the  cases  were. 

4014.  Do  you  know  a woman  called  Prances  Alicia  Creamer? 

Indeed  I have  known  her  about  13  years. 

4015.  Was  she  a pauper? 

She  was  a pauper,  in  Jamestown  auxiliary  workhouse  part  of  the  time,  and 
part  of  the  time  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  workhouse. 

4016.  Was  she  at  Carrick  when  you  were  there? 

No. 

401 7.  Was  she  at  Jamestown  auxiliary  workhouse  when  you  were  there  ? 

She  was. 

4018.  Was  she  sent  there  as  a pauper  ? 

She  was  sent  there  for  punishment ; she  was  such  a refractory  character. 

4019.  At  that  time  she  was  under  you  as  master  of  the  house? 

She  was. 

4020.  At  what  date  was  it  that  she  was  sent  there  ? 

I do  not  recollect  the  date ; but  I know  it  was  in  the  harvest  of  1849  ; perhaps, 
in  the  month  of  August  or  September. 

4021.  Did  you  find  her  refractory  when  she  was  there  ? 

She  was  one  of  the  worst-conducted  paupers  that  I have  ever  known. 

4022.  In  what  respect  was  she  ill- conducted? 

We  had  very  low  boundary  walls  in  the  Jamestown  workhouse  ; she  used  to  go 
across  them,  and  get  away  and  get  drunk,  and  come  at  night  disturbing  the  house  ; 
I had  no  place  of  punishment,  to  punish  her  as  she  deserved,  in  the  Jamestown 
auxiliary  workhouse ; I did  not  know  what  to  do  with  her,  she  was  such  a 
desperate  character. 

4023.  Did  you  ever  report  her  to  the  Guardians  ? 

I do  not  recollect  any  particular  instance  in  which  I gave  a written  report 
against  her,  but  I reported  her  verbally. 

4024.  Did  you  state  to  the  Guardians  that  she  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
getting  over  the  walls,  and  getting  drunk? 

Mr.  Mortimer,  one  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  knew  that  she  was  in  the  habit  of 
doing  those  things  ; I told  him  of  it. 

4025.  Did  Mr.  Mortimer  continue  her  in  the  house  as  a recipient  of  relief  at 
the  time  when  she  was  in  the  habit  of  getting  over  the  walls  and  getting  drunk  ? 

This  was  so  shortly  previously  to  my  removal  from  the  workhouse,  that  I do' 
not  know  what  he  did  afterwards. 

4026.  Then,  those  evil  practices  of  Frances  Creamer  was  only  just  before  you 
left  the  workhouse  r 

It  never  came  under  my  observation  till  three  weeks  before  I left  the 
workhouse. 

4027.  Three 
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4027.  Three  weeks  before  you  left  the  workhouse  did  you  report  the  case  to 
Mr.  Mortimer,  or  anybody  else  ? 

I did  not  report  her  general  bad  character,  because  it  was  as  a punishment  for 
her  general  bad  character  that  she  was  sent  out  of  the  Carrick  workhouse  ; there- 
fore I did  not  report  it  further  than  a verbal  report. 

4028.  In  that  verbal  report,  did  you  communicate  to  the  Vice-Guardians  that 
that  woman  was  in  the  habit  of  getting  over  the  walls,  and  getting  drunk,  and 
was  she  after  that  still  continued  in  Jamestown  auxiliary  workhouse  receiving 
relief? 

No  ; I gave  a general  report  of  her  character  ; I did  not  go  into  particulars  ; 
I just  said  that  she  was  a most  ill-conducted,  refractory  person.  Those  may  not 
have  been  the  very  words  that"  I used,  but  they  were  to  that  effect. 

4029.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand,  that  you  being  the  master  of  the 
workhouse  at  Jamestown,  aud  being  aware  that  one  of  the  persons  under  your 
care  was  in  the  habit  of  getting  over  the  walls,  and  going  into  the  town  and 
getting  drunk,  you  did  not  make  a special  report  to  that  effect,  with  a view  to  her 
being  struck  off  the  relief  list  ? 

The  reason  why  I made  no  special  report  was,  that  our  Poor  Law  Inspector  was 
absent,  and  I was  determined,  when  he  returned,  to  put  the  whole  matter  before 
him. 

4030.  Was  it  not  your  duty  to  make  a report  to  the  Vice-Guardians  upon 
the  case  ? 

It  might  have  been  my  duty. 

4031.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it  ? 

I do  not  know  that  I have  now  any  doubt  about  it. 

4032.  Where  are  yon  now  employed  ? 

Nowhere  at  all. 

4033.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  if  you  were  employed  again  in 
taking  charge  of  a workhouse,  and  you  found  one  of  the  paupers  getting  over 
the  walls  and  getting  drunk,  you  would  make  no  special  report  upon  the  subject, 
although  you  were  in  charge  of  the  management  of  the  house  ? 

I would  punish  her  to  the  utmost  length. 

4034.  Then  why  did  not  you  do  it  then  ? 

Because  I had  no  means  of  punishing  her. 

4035.  When  you  knew  that  she  was  a person  of  such  bad  character,  and 
found  that  she  continued  to  be  of  the  same  bad  character  under  your  super- 
vision, why  did  not  you  report  her  to  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

I never  gave  a written  report  about  her  to  thd  Vice- Guardians. 

403G.  Did  you  give  a verbal  report  ? 

I gave  a general  report  to  Mr.  Mortimer. 

4037.  But  did  you  state  to  Mr.  Mortimer  that  this  woman  was  in  the  habit  of 
getting  over  the  walls  and  getting  drunk,  she  being  a pauper  receiving  relief  ? 

No,  I did  not  give  the  particulars. 

4038.  Except  her  getting  drunk,  did  you  see  any  other  instances  of  mis- 
conduct ? 

Yes,  I saw  one  very  striking  one. 

4039.  What  was  it  ? 

I am  almost  ashamed  to  express  it;  I saw  her  in  the  very  act  of  connexion 
with  a man. 

4040.  Where  ? 

In  the  workhouse. 

4041.  When  was  that? 

It  was  either  the  28th,  the  29th,  or  the  30th  of  September  1849. 

4042.  Did  you  make  any  written  report  upon  the  subject,  and  if  so,  to  whom  ? 

No,  I made  no  written  report,  because  I was  just  going  to  quit  the  workhouse ; 

I just  left  her  to  her  own  misconduct ; I left  it  to  any  other  person  to  bring  such 
a disgusting  affair  before  the  Board. 

(170. 16.)  p p 2 4043,  Did 
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4043.  Did  you  tell  it  to  any  officer  whatever  ? 

No;  I never  mentioned  it  to  any  person,  but  I spoke  to  herself  about  it;  T 
remonstrated  with  her  the  next  day.  I had  lost  my  wife  and  family  in  the  work- 
house ; that  very  day  I buried  a member  of  my  family,  and  my  feelings  were 
in  that  state  that  I did  not  care  about  the  workhouse,  or  any  matter  connected 
with  it. 

4044.  When  you  left  the  workhouse,  was  this  Frances  Creamer  still  an  inmate 
of  the  workhouse  ? 

I think  she  was  in  it. 

4045.  Was  this  man  with  whom  you  saw  her  a pauper  ? 

I cannot  say  what  he  was ; it  was  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  about  nine 
o’clock ; I generally  looked  about  the  workhouse  in  the  evening,  as  the  boundary 
walls  were  low,  and  I saw  this  unfortunate  woman  and  him  in  a lonesome  part 
of  the  workhouse. 

4046.  What  did  you  do  ? 

I was  rather  stunned  at  the  time,  and  I walked  on,  and  when  1 bethought 
myself,  I immediately  returned  and  saw  the  man  crossing  part  of  the  boundary 
wall ; the  man  got  in  by  some  way  that  I could  not  discover. 

4047.  Did  you  never  find  out  who  the  man  was  ? 

No  ; I suspected  who  it  was. 

4048.  Was  it  after  the  hour  when  the  women  ought  to  have  been  in  their 
beds? 

It  was  just  a little  after  it,  perhaps  a quarter  of  an  hour. 

4049.  According  to  the  rules  of  the  workhouse,  she  ought  to  have  been  in  bed 
at  the  time  ? 

Yes. 

4050.  Had  she  any  clothes  on  besides  her  night  clothes  ? 

She  had  her  clothes  on.  The  Jamestown  workhouse  is  such  an  irregularly 
constructed  place,  that  there  could  be  no  regular  discipline  or  method,  nor  any 
order. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Mr.  RODOLPHUS  MORTIMER  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows  : 

4051.  YOU  are  acquainted  with  the  witness  who  has  just  left  the  room, 
Armstrong  ? 

I am. 

4052.  What  position  did  he  fill  in  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law,  in  the 
Garrick  Union,  whilst  you  were  in  charge  of  the  administration  of  affairs  there  l 

He  was  master  of  the  auxiliary  workhouse  of  Jamestown. 

4053.  You  of  course  visited  Jamestown  auxiliary  workhouse  ? 

Frequently. 

4054.  You  received  communications  from  him  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of 
paupers,  and  the  relief  that  was  given  from  time  to  time  ? 

Of  course. 

4055.  Do  you  recollect  his  having  made  to  you  a report  with  respect  to  the 
conduct  of  a woman  who  was  in  the  workhouse,  of  the  name  of  Frances  Alicia 
Creamer  ? 

I do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 

4056.  You  do  not  recollect  that  there  was  any  striking  report,  verbal  or 
written,  in  relation  to  her,  made  by  Armstrong  ? 

I think  there  was  not. 

4057.  You  do  not  recollect  his  ever  mentioning  to  you  her  disorderly 
conduct  ? 

No. 

4058.  Supposing 
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4058.  Supposing  that  any  pauper  in  that  auxiliary  workhouse,  of  which  the 
Committee  have  been  told  that  the  walls  were  very  low,  and  where,  conse- 
quently, there  was  difficulty  in  confining  the  paupers,  had  been  accustomed  to 
get  over  those  walls  to  get  whiskey,  and  to  get  drunk,  and  to  he  guilty  of 
irregularities  of  that  land,  would  it  not  have  been  the  duty  of  the  master  to  have 
reported  that  to  you  and  the  other  Vice-Guardians  ? 

Unquestionably  it  would. 

4059.  How  would  you  have  dealt  with  such  a case,  supposing  you  had  found 
a pauper  getting  over  the  walls,  getting  whiskey,  and  getting  drunk  ? 

I would  have  subjected  her  to  confinement ; but  in  the  event  of  her  being 
perfectly  refractory,  I do  not  know  exactly  how  I should  have  dealt  with  her  ; 
I could  not  expel  her. 

4000.  Why  not ; would  you  have  continued  her  in  relief  if  you  had  found  that 
she  had  been  getting  over  the  walls,  getting  whiskey,  and  getting  drunk  ? 

I think  the  law  would  oblige  me  to  keep  her  ; my  idea  is  that  the  law  would 
prevent  my  expelling  her.  I conceive  that  her  acceptance  of  the  asylum  afforded 
in  the  workhouse,  according  to  the  law,  is  the  test  of  her  destitution. 

406 1 . Supposing,  for  instance,  you  found  that  she  had  money,  and  spent  it 
upon  whiskey  in  Jamestown,  should  you  have  considered  that  her  coming  into 
the  house,  particularly  where  the  workhouse,  was  so  constructed  as  to  admit  of 
her  getting  over  the  walls,  was  any  test  at  all ; would  you  not  have  thought  it 
your  duty  to  dismiss  her  ? 

At  once,  if  I found  she  had1  money. 

4062.  Do  you  think  she  could  have  been  in  the  habit  of  getting  over  the  walls 
of  the  Jamestown  auxiliary  workhouse,  and  getting  whiskey,  and  getting  drunk, 
unless  she  had  got  money  or  money’s  worth  to  pay  for  the  whiskey  ? 

I think  she  might. 

4063.  It  might  have  been  done  for  love  ? 

Just  so. 

4064.  Do  you  know  this  woman  ? 

Yes. 

4065.  What  sort  of  character  did  she  bear? 

I take  her  to  be  a very  bad  character. 

4066.  In  a case  of  that  kind,  where  you  have  to  deal  with  so  refractory  a 
pauper,  whom  you  say  you  have  no  power  to  expel,  is  not  it  open  to  you  to 
appeal  to  a magistrate  ? 

Yes. 

4067.  The  law  enables  you  to  bring  refractory  paupers,  and  paupers  disobe- 
dient to  the  rules  of  the  workhouse,  before  a magistrate  ? 

Yes,  certainly,  to  be  committed  to  prison  or  to  the  house  of  correction. 

4068.  Then,  if  you  had  a pauper  of  that  character  within  the  workhouse,  who 
was  in  the  habit  of  getting  over  the  walls  and  getting  drunk,  and  you  had  no 
means  of  punishing  that  person  in  the  workhouse,  would  you  think  it  your  duty 
to  bring  her  before  a magistrate  ? 

Yes,  of  course. 

4069.  Will  you  state  when  you  became  Vice-Guardian  of  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  workhouse  1 

On  the  28th  of  January  1849. 

4070.  Who  was  the  other  Vice-Guardian  at  the  time  you  came  into  office  ? 

Mr.  Richard  Robinson. 

4071.  Did  you  continue  in  office  up  to  the  time  that  the  present  elected  Board 
were  appointed  ? 

I continued  till  the  expiration  of  the  Act,  I think  the  1st  of  November ; the 
Board  met  the  6th  of  November. 

4072.  You  are  aware  that  a Petition  has  been  presented  to  Parliament  respect- 
ing the  state  of  the  workhouse  of  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon? 

I am. 

(170.16.)  p p 3 4073.  Are 
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4073.  Are  you  aware  of  the  allegations  in  that  Petition  ? 

I am. 

4074.  Will  you  state,  with  regard  to  those  allegations,  what  you  wish  to  say  as 
far  as  regards  any  imputation  upon  your  conduct  as  Vice-Guardian  ? 

I have  taken  leave  just  to  draw  out  the  answer  that  I would  make  to  each 
allegation  that  affects  my  conduct  as  Vice-Guardian,  and  if  your  Lordships  will 
give  me  leave,  I will  read  it.  In  this  I have  made  a distinction  between  what 
I really  know’and  what  I only  hear  and  believe.  I commenced  duty  as  Vice- 
Guardian  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  on  the  28th  of  January  1840 ; Mr.  Richard 
Robinson  was  my  colleague.  We  continued  in  office  until  the  1st  of  November 
following.  1 have  seen  the  Petition  of  the  Carrick  Board  of  Guardians.  I believe 
the  local  Board  was  dissolved,  and  paid  officers  were  first  appointed  on  the  25th 
January  1848.  I do  not  think  the  statement  in  the  Petition,  “That  45,221  1. 
passed  through  the  hands  of  these  officers  in  their  21  months  of  office,"  can  be 
correct. 

4075.  Are  you  aware  that  Returns  have  been  made  to  Parliament  on  that 
subject  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? 

I know  that  some  Returns  have  been  made,  hut  I do  not  know  exactly  what 
they  were. 

4076.  Are  you  aware  that  in  that  sum  is  included  the  Government  advances  ? 

I am  perfectly  aware  of  that. 

4077.  If  you  doubt  that  being  the  sum  which  passed  through  your  hands,  can 
you  state  what  the  sum  was  which,  according  to  your  estimate,  passed  through 
your  hands  ? 

Yes,  I am  going  to  do  that.  I will  hand  in  copies  of  the  abstracts  of  audited 
accounts  of  the  Union  for  the  half  years  ending  25th  of  March  and  29th  of 
September  1848,  and  25th  of  March  1849,  respectively,  and  I hope  to  be  able  to 
give  the  Committee  to-morrow  a certified  copy  of  the  abstract  of  the  29tli  of  Sep- 
tember 1 849,  for  that  has  not  been  printed  as  yet ; but  there  are  the  other  three 
documents. — [ The  same  are  delivered  in.]  By  those  documents,  adding  thereto 
the  probable  expenditure  for  October,  the  total  would  amount  to  35,861 1.  The 
probable  expenditure  for  the  month  of  October  is  taken  on  the  average  of  the 
preceding  six  months’  expenditure. 

4078.  In  the  45,000  l,  10,000  l.  arrears  are  included? 

Yes,  and  including  the  sum  that  was  expended  prior  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Vice-Guardians. 

4079.  Upon  all  those  matters  you  would  rather  refer  to  the  actual  official 
documents  than  dwell  upon  your  own  memory  ? 

Exactly.  I believe  this  expenditure  not  to  have  been  excessive  for  the  popu- 
lation and  destitution  of  the  Union ; and  I will  take  leave  to  submit  a statement, 
drawn  from  authentic  public  documents,  which  I conceive  will  support  that 
opinion.  That  document  I will  take  leave  to  deliver  in  on  a future  day. 

4080.  Assuming  that  expenditure  not  to  have  been  excessive,  and  assuming 
the  sum  which  (as  appears  from  official  documents)  was  obtained  in  aid  of 
the  rate  to  have  been  17,000  l,  how  do  you  think  it  would  have  been  possible  to 
have  supported  the  poor  of  that  district  without  that  17,000  /.  which  was  given 
in  aid  of  the  rate  ? 

I think  it  would  have  been  quite  impossible. 

4081 . Whilst  you  were  there,  you  got  advances  from  the  Treasury  from  time  to 
time? 

Yes. 

4082.  Would  it  have  been  possible  for  you  to  have  supported  the  poor  of  that 
district  without  obtaining  advances  ? 

Perfectly  impossible. 

4083.  You  are  aware  that  the  present  Board,  on  their  restoration,  were  left 
without  any  Treasury  advances  whatever  ? 

I.  understand  they  have  not  received  any. 

4084.  How  do  you  conceive  that  they  are  able  to  manage  their  affairs  ? 

I think  they  will  find  it  a very  difficult  matter. 

4085.  From 
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4085.  From  your  own  experience,  do  you  think  it  would  he  possible  ? 

If  the  destitution  continues  to  the  same  extent,  I think  it  impossible. 

4086.  They  came  in  in  November  ? 

The  1st  of  November. 

4087.  The  destitution  in  November,  December  and  January  was  at  least  as 
great  as  in  the  months  of  August,  September  and  October  before  ? 

I think  the  destitution  in  November,  December  and  January  was  as  great  as 
in  September  and  October  ; but  perhaps  not  so  great  as  in  August.  It  is  a very- 
late  district  as  to  harvest ; it  is  three  weeks  later  in  that  respect  than  in  the 
south  of  Ireland. 

4088.  You  think  that  the  destitution  in  November  and  December  would  be  as 
great  as  in  the  two  months  antecedent  to  the  new  Board  coming  in,  namely, 
September  and  October  ? 

Indeed  I think  it  would. 

4089.  Yet,  in  the  first  two  of  those  months,  September  and  October,  you  do 
not  think  you  could  have  got  on  without  Treasury  advances  ? 

I do  not  think  we  received  any  Treasury  advance  at  that  time ; it  was  prior  to 
that. 

4090.  Was  the  destitution  as  great  in  those  months  in  the  last  year  as  it  had 
been  the  year  previous  ? 

No,  it  was  very  much  diminished. 

4091.  Will  you  proceed  with  your  statement? 

I deny  taking  part  in  permitting  the  funds  of  the  Union  to  be  wasted  by  negli- 
gence, at  least  on  my  part. 

4092.  Were  the  books  so  kept  while  you  were  in  office  that  you  had  a perfect 
check  against  improper  persons  being  put  upon  either  the  out-door  or  in-door 
relief  list  ? 

No ; I should  say  that  they  were  not  so  kept ; nor  do  I see  how  improper  per- 
sons getting  on  the  relief  list  is  connected  with  keeping  the  books.  The  mode  in 
which  persons  were  either  admitted  to  the  house  or  put  on  the  relief  list  was  by- 
application  to  the  Relieving  Officers,  who  submitted  those  applications  in  the 
form  in  which  they  were  made,  with  all  the  particulars  respecting  the  parties,  to 
the  Vice-Guardians  ; and  it  was  upon  their  report  that  the  Vice-Guardians  decided 
what  kind  of  relief  should  be  afforded. 

4093.  The  question  applied  to  their  being  kept  on  the  relief  list  (however 
proper  it  might  have  been  that  they  should  have  been  at  first  put  on)  after  they 
were  dead,  or  after  they  were  no  longer  in  a state  of  destitution  to  require  relief. 
First,  as  to  the  house  books  ? 

I think  the  house  books  were  in  that  state  that  a person  could  not  remain  for 
any  length  of  time,  and  could  not  be  dead  or  absent  for  any  length  of  time,  with- 
out its  being  discovered. 

4094.  Was  the  muster-roll  called  every  day,  and  the  relief  book  compared 
with  the  number  found  in  the  workhouse  ? 

I believe  it  was. 

4095.  Whose  duty  was  it  ? 

It  was  my  duty  to  inquire  and  ascertain,  from  the  person  whose  duty  it  was  to 
call  it,  whether  the  muster-roll  was  called  every  morning  at  the  wards.  I have 
frequently  seen  the  muster-roll,  and  the  parties  present  or  absent  on  that  day 
marked.  It  was  part  of  my  duty  to  examine  it 

4096.  When  you  came  into  office,  were  the  books  recording  the  in-door 
paupers  in  good  or  in  bad  order  ? 

They  were  in  just  as  good  order  as  you  could  expect  in  such  a Union ; because, 
in  a Union  such  as  that,  where  there  were  no  outer  walls  to  keep  the  paupers 
within  them,  a few  of  them  may  be  absent  at  night,  and  may  take  their  clothes 
along  with  them,  and  perhaps  their  absence  would  not  be  detected  for  a day 
or  two. 

(170. 16.)  pp4  4097.  You 
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Mr.  R.  Mortimer. 
* 2d  July  1850. 


4097-  You  had  no  reason  to  apprehend,  during  the  time  that  you  were  there, 
that  there  were  names  upon  the  registry  in  the  workhouse  of  persons  non- 
existing ? 

I think  not ; at  least  not  for  more  than  two  or  three  days. 

4098.  Had  you  any  reason  to  apprehend  that  there  were  persons  in  the  house 
whose  names  were  not  upon  that  list  ? 

That  is  a very  difficult  question,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  women, 
because  in  Ireland  three-fourths  of  the  women  give  their  maiden  names  as  their 
proper  names,  and  frequently  their  children  are ' called  indiscriminately  by  the 
name  of  either  or  both  of  the  father  and  of  the  mother. 

4099.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  look  at  the  book  now  shown  to  you,  and 
state  whether  you  ever  saw  that  book  before — [a  book  being  shown  to  the  Witness]. 
— what  does  it  purport  to  be  ? 

A registry  of  deaths  for  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  workhouse. 

4100.  Does  that  include  the  period  during  which  you  were  Vice-Guardian  ? 

It  does. 

4101.  Does  it  appear  to  you  to  be  regularly  kept,  and  to  give  a true  account 
of  the  deaths  in  the  Union  ? 

I have  often  seen  it,  and  it  does  appear  to  me  to  be  so. 

4102.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  examine  it,  and  state  what  your  present 
opinion  is  ? 

I cannot  form  one,  unless  I have  the  other  register  which  corresponds 
with  it. 

4103.  Your  attention  is  called  specifically  to  the  42d  page,  where  it  appears 
as  if  there  were  a blank  in  the  book  from  September  1847  to  May  1848  ; can 
you  give  any  explanation  of  that  ? 

I cannot  give  any  information  of  what  occurred  between  September  1847  and 
May  1848 ; I was  not  in  office  then. 

4104.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  there  must  have  been  deaths  in  the  workhouse 
during  that  time  ? 

Not  the  slightest ; I am  quite  certain  that  that  is  incorrect. 

4105.  It  would  appear  that  there  was  no  registry  kept  of  those  deaths  ? 

Just  so. 

4106.  Was  your  attention  ever  called  to  the  mode  in  which  the  registry  of 
deaths  was- kept  during  the  time  that  you  were  there  ? 

No  ; but  every  week  we  called  for  it. 

4107.  Do  you  believe  that  this  is  a trustworthy  register  of  deaths  ? 

I have  just  seen  an  instance  in  which  it  is  not ; but  I do  not  consider  that 
very  important ; it  is  a proof  of  incorrectness  in  the  books  ; but  I would  not  say 
that  any  impropriety  in  drawing  the  rations  or  any  dishonesty  followed  from 
that. 

4108.  Were  the  regulations  of  the  workhouse  complied  with? 

Certainly  not  in  that  case. 

4109.  If  the  books  are  incorrectly  kept,  is  there  any  check  upon  irregularities 
or  dishonesty,  supposing  any  of  the  inferior  officers  of  the  Union  were  to  be 
dishonest,  or  to  wish  to  commit  peculations  ? 

With  regard  to  the  material  books,,  the  daily  diet  book,  and  all  those  other 
material  books,  as  well  as  the  office  books,  they  check  one  another ; the  system 
is  a very  complete  one  with  regard  to  books,  if  they  were  all  regularly  kept. 

41 10.  But  were  the  books  initialed  by  the  master  and  the  clerk  brought  before 
the  Vice- Guardians  daily-? 

The  books  were  brought  before  the  Vice- Guardians  daily,  but  they. were  not 
regularly  initialed  by  the  master  and  the  clerk. 

41 1 1 . Was  not  that  the  duty  of  the  master  and  the  clerk  ? 

Unquestionably  it  was.  < 

4112.  Was- 
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4112.  Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  see  that  that  was  done  ? tlr.  R.  Mortimer. 

I am  aware  that  it  is  required  by  the  Commissioners*  instructions  ; there  is  to  

be  a comparison  with  the  admission  and  discharge  book.  ’ ad  July  1850. 

4113.  Were  those  books  in  a state  to  be  inspected  by  you  in  the  due  per- 
formance of  your  routine  duty,  unless  they  bore  the  initials  of  the  party  who 
was  responsible  for  the  comparison  of  those  books  ? 

No,  I think  not,  according  to  strict  rule. 

4114.  Had  you  any  security  at  all  that  the  comparison  was  more  than  a mere 
form,  unless  you  had  the  evidence  of  the  initials  of  the  party  who  compared 
them,  or  else  unless  you  went  through  them  yourself? 

I went  through  them  myself.  The  handwriting  of  the  parties  was  sufficient 
proof  that  they  had  entered  it.  If  the  master  had  made  the  entries  in  the  book 
throughout,  as  I knew  his  handwriting,  it  was  not  made  a bit  more  valid  bv  the 
addition  of  “ H.  W.” 

411 5.  Is  not  it  the  object  of  that  double  entry  that  the  one  should  be  a check 
upon  the  other  ; that  the  clerk  should  be  a check  upon  the  master,  and  the  master 
upon  the  clerk  ? 

But  the  admission  and  discharge  books  are  kept  by  the  master. 

4116.  Whose  duty  is  it  to  initial  them  ? 

The  clerk’s. 

4117.  Then,  in  that  case,  is  not  the  initial  of  the  clerk  a proof  of  a check  bein" 
exercised  by  him  on  entries  made  by  the  master? 

It  is  a proof  that  he  has  compared  it  beforehand ; that  is  what  he  did  not  do, 
and  I did  it  myself.  The  admission  and  discharge  book  was  read  out  name  by 
name,  and  I put  a mark,  and  “ dead”  was  put  where  the  party  was  dead. 

4118.  Under  those  circumstances,  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you 
believe  there  was  no  inconsistency  between  those  two  books  during  the  whole  time 
that  you  were  there  ? 

I think  there  was  not,  as  far  as  I was  capable  of  judging;  I bestowed  a good 
deal  of  attention  on  it. 

4119.  Will  you  proceed  to  the  next  allegation  which  you  wish  to  notice  ? 

I totally  deny  and  defy  the  production  of  any  proof  of  my  having  made  anv 
extravagant,  much  less  fraudulent,  contract. 

4120.  Were  there  not  contracts  entered  into  immediately  prior  to  your  goin°- 

out  of  office  ? ° 

There  were.  I admit  having  made  contracts  on  the  3 1st  of  October,  conceiving 
that  I acted  as  my  duty  required,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Commissioners’ 
circular  of  instructions  in  August. 

4121.  Is  not  a certain  notice  required  with  respect  to  contracts  ? 

Yes,  14  days’  notice. 

4122.  Was  that  notice  given  in  respect  of  those  contracts  ? 

No,  I understand  only  10  days;  but  it  was  after  the  31st  that  I was  so 
informed  the  clerk  got  directions  to  insert  the  notices  21  days  before  the  day  in 
the  paper.  The  notice  only  appeared  on  the  21st  of  October  for  a contract  to 
be  entered  into  upon  the  31st.. 

4123.  Was  that  the  ground  upon  which  those  contracts  were  set  aside  by  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? 

I was  so  informed  by  Captain  Haymes. 

4124.  Was  any  communication  made  to  you  upon  the  subject  ? 

No,  there  was  not.-—  [Statement  continued.']  On  the  24th  of  October,  I was  led 
to  believe  that  Lord  Westmeath  aiid  Captain  Cox,  two  of  the  petitioners,  and 
Mr.  St.  George,  the  proprietor  of  Carrick-on-Sliannon,  were  of  the  same  opinion. 

On  or  about  that  day,  these  gentlemen  called  at  the  workhouse,  and  in  reply  to 
their  observations  T stated  what  I conceived  to  be  my  duty,  and  showed  them 
the  circular  referred  to  ; and  Lord  Westmeath  observed,  “ Oh,  I see  how  it  is  ; 
the  Commissioners  got  you  into  a scrape,  and  left  you  there.”  I expressed  the 
pleasure  I should  feel  (if  so  ordered)  in  meeting  their  wishes,  and  being  saved  a 
perplexing  duty  (for  it  is  really  a perplexing  duty  to  discriminate  between 
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Mr.  R. Mortimer,  articles  pf  nearly  equal  value).  On  the  day  of  talcing  the  contracts,  Captain 

Haymes  was  present,  and  he  told  me  that  his  opinion  was,  that  the  duty  was 

Juiy  1850.  execute(i  with  propriety  ; and  I utterly  defy  any  evidence  to  show  the  slightest 
deviation  from  the  principle  that  the  best  goods  were  taken  on  the  lowest  terms 
with  perfect  indifference,  and  not  unfrequently  ignorance  of  the  contractor. 

4125.  Were  all  the  contracts  that  you  did  take  written  contracts  ? 

Every  one ; 1 mean  the  accepted  tenders. 

4126.  On  any  occasion,  were  any  goods  received  in  without  any  written 
contract  ? 

' Never,  from  a contractor. 

4127.  Before  you  entered  into  those  contracts,  did  you  take  stock  to  know 
what  was  the  amount  of  the  stock  which  you  had  in  hand  ? 

No,  I did  not;  but  I saw,  by  looking  back,  what  quantity  of  stock  was  on 
hand  when  the  master  made  a requisition.  The  contract  was  not  for  a par- 
ticularly defined  quantity ; it  was  for  a certain  species  of  goods _ at  a certain 
price,  to  be  furnished  when  applied  for ; it  was  not  for  a specific  quantity  of 
anything. 

4128.  The  written  contract  contains  an  agreement,  that  if  the  party  does  not 
supply  goods  of  the  quality  agreed  upon,  they  may  be  returned  ? 

Yes. 

4129.  And  those  written  contracts  were  invariably  entered  into  in  your 
dealings  ? 

Yes  ; the  tenders  for  them  were  received  on  printed  forms. 

4130.  Was  there  security  taken  for  the  performance  of  those  contracts  1 
I think  there  was  ; it  was  the  clerk’s  duty  to  take  the  security. 

4131.  Were  there  securities  given  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Sidley  ? 

I believe  there  were ; at  least  the  clerk  received  directions  that  lie  should 
take  them. 

4132.  Were  the  securities  approved  of  by  the  Vice-Guardians? 

Yes ; the  securities  were  named  in  the  tender. 

4133.  Therefore  the  contract  itself  which  exists  will  show  the  names  of  the 
securities  offered,  and  the  approval  of  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

Yes;  the  tender  will. 

4134.  If  it  should  turn  out  that  no  securities  at  all  were  taken  in  Mrs.  Sidley’s 
case,  how  would  you  account  for  that  1 

By  the  negligence  of  the  clerk,  who  neglected  his  positive  duty. 

4135.  If  he,  in  explanation  of  the  circumstances,  says  that  the  securities  were 
dispensed  with  in  that  case,  expressly  upon  the  ground  that  the  money  was  to 
go  to  Mrs.  Sidley,  and  that  therefore  no  security  was  required,  and  that  that 
was  the  instruction  given  to  him,  is  all  that  pure  invention  ? 

I am  certain  that,  as  far  as  I am  concerned,  it  is  pure  invention.  When  a 
form  is  ordered,  of  course  I consider  it  my  duty- to  comply  with  it. — [Statement 
resumed .]  It  is  not  true  that  a debt  of  6,500 1.  was  the  result  of  any  act  of  the 
Vice- Guardians. 

4136.  What  was  the  liability  of  the  Union  when  you  left  office  ? 

. As  I stated,  1 left  the  floating  debt  a little  more  than  the  Vice- Guardians 
found  it. 

4137.  Can  you  state  what  was  the  floating  debt  when  the  first  Vice-Guardians 
came  in  ? 

It  appears  by  the  documents  which  I have  here,  that  a month  after  the  Vice- 
Guardians  came  into  office,  it  was  5,723  l. 

4138.  Reverting  to  what  you  stated  before,  were  things  ever  got  in  without 

advertisements  dining  your  time  ? . 

No ; from  contractors  they  were  not.  There  were  some  instances  in  which 
contractors  failed  in  furnishing ; in  fact,  they  would  not  furnish  meal;  and  there 
was  one  instance  in  which  they  furnished  bad;  that  was  the  case  in  two 
; " instances : 
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instances  : in  the  one  we  were  obliged  to  buy  at  Sligo  ; and  in  the  other  case  I 
went  to  Boyle  and  bought  from  the  miller  there,  300 1.  worth.  * : 

4139.  Then  if  the  clerk  says,  “ I know  there  were  some  things  got  without 
advertisements,”  he  must  be  incorrect? 

During  the  time  that  I was  there. 

4140.  And  then  if  he  says  that  Mrs.  Sidley  " did  not  enter  into  the  usual  form 
of  bond  and  contract  with  two  sureties,”  he  must  also  have  been  incorrect  ? 

No  doubt  he  was ; or  else  he  neglected  to  get  done  what  it  was  peculiarly  his 
duty  to  do.  I made  but  two  sets  of  contracts,  one  on  the  25th  of  March,  and 
the  other  on  the  31st  of  October. 

4141.  Will  you  proceed  with  the  next  point  you  wish  to  refer  to  ? 

This  floating  debt  was  due  to  different  persons  ; it  became  transferred  from 
one  person  to  another,  because  some  of  the  creditors  of  the  old  Board  ran  their 
legal  proceedings  to  execution,  and  for  one  of  those  debts  we  were  obliged  to 
pay  under  threat-  of  execution  ; that  was  for  meal  purchased  in  August  184-7,  at 
30  /.  a ton,  when  the  market-price  was  much  lower.  I am  certain  that  the 
insinuation  that  Mr.  Robinson  may  have  been  biassed  by  his  dealings  with  con- 
tractors is  incorrect.  His  dealings,  as  I have  been  informed,  were  subsequent 
to  the  contracts  taken  in  March  184-9,  which  therefore  could  not  have  been 
affected,  and  the  office  and  financial  duties  he  generally  left  to  me.  With 
respect  to  the  books,  I can  state  that  the  books  generally  were  not  in  confusion 
on  the  1st  of  November. 

4142.  When  you  retired  from  office  ? 

Yes.—  [Statement  resumed.']  I am  a pretty  good  accountant,  and  took  considerable 
pains  and  trouble  about  them  ; three  half-years’  accounts  were  audited,  and  the 
fourth  nearly  prepared  for  audit,  during  my  nine  months  of  office  ; and  the  auditor 
told  me  they,  the  books,  were  exceedingly  correct.  I cannot  believe,  nor  do  I 
know  on  what  evidence  it  could  be  made  to  appear,  that  rations  had  been  drawn 
for  six  months  to  the  amount  of  the  difference  between  the  number  of  persons 
on  the  registry  and  in  the  house  ; I consider  this  allegation  to  be  next  to  impos- 
sible. 

4143.  The  possibility  or  impossibility  of  it  would  depend  upon  the  correct 
keeping  of  the  registry  ? 

• Upon  the  care  taken  to  check  one  with  another.  From  time  to  time  I had  the 
persons  in  the  house  compared  with  the  registry,  the  relief  list  and  its  abstract, 
and  on  every  Board-day  I compared  the  registry  with  the  admission  and  discharge 
book  ; but  in  order  to  have  all  things  correct,  on  or  about  the  24th  of  October, 
early  in  the  morning,  I mustered  every  inmate,  and  compared  them  in  every 
particular  which  the  registry  describes  ; to  that  duty  I devoted  the  greater  part 
' of  the  day.  I had  many  assistants,  and  I am  tolerably  certain  that  on  that  day 
both  were  correct ; but  for  what  occurred  after  the  1st  of  November;  I do  not 
hold  myself  accountable ; however,  rations  are  not  drawn  by  the  registry  ; they 
are  by  the  daily  distribution  of  diet  book,  -which  is  generally  altered  and  governed 
by  the  roll  of  each  ward.  The  distribution  was  by  messes  of  eight there  was  a 
table  tray  which  contained  eight  messes  for  eight  persons ; two  of  those  trays 
covered  the  table  ; there  were  16  persons,  eight  on  each  side ; and  the  scrutiny 
of  the  paupers  that  were  employed  as  cooks,  kitchen-men  and  as  clerks,  would, 
I should  think,  prevent  any  master  thinking  that  he  could  continue  to  perpetrate 
a fraud  of  this  magnitude  without  discovery.  I do  not  believe  the  statement  that 
carts  of  coal  were  ever  delivered  with  a difference  of  12  cwt.  in  weight. 

4144.  What  check  was  there  upon  the  delivery  of  the  coals  ? 

The  weiglimaster’s  ticket ; the  weighmaster  from  the  public  weighbridge  in 
the  town.  I happened  to  be  present  when  I think  the  circumstance  which  fur- 
nished the  groundwork  of  this  mistake  arose  ; I think  it  is  altogether  a mistake. 

4145.  What  mistake  do  you  consider  to  have  existed  ? 

In  the  tare  that  was  allowed  for  the  weight  of  the  carts  ; there  was  12  stone 
difference  beyond  the  ordinary  weight  for  two  new  carts  out  of  eight  that  deli- 
vered coals  on  one  day ; it  was  a mistake  of  12  cwt.  for  each;  Horan,  the  assistant 
master,  made  that  discovery,  and  1 know  it,  because  I happened  to  be  present  in 
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the  yard  at  the  time  when  they  came  up  from  the  weighbridge,  and  I heard  him 
make  use  of  the  term  “ J2  stone  each.” 

4146.  You  made  that  discovery? 

Yes  ; of  petitioners  mistaking  stones  for  cwts. 

4147.  When  was  that? 

About  the  20th  of  November. 

4148.  A month  after  you  had  been  out  of  office  ? 

Yes ; I am  not  precise  as  to  the  day. 

4149.  Was  the  delivery  of  coals  on  that  particular  day  the  same  that  it  had 
been  during  the  time  you  had  been  in  office  ? 

I cannot  tell.  Those  two  carts  on  that  day  happened  to  be  new  ones,  heavily 
ironed.  The  usual  tare  was  six  cwt.  in  a cart ; the  cart  was  weighed  in  bulk ; the 
weighmaster,  who  was,  I believe,  a sworn  officer,  or  at  all  events  a trustworthy 
officer,  saw  the  cart  weighed  in  bulk  ; it  made  28  cwt.  or  29  cwt.,  but  there  were 
two  of  the  carts  out  of  the  eight  which  it  struck  Horan  were  heavier  than  the 
others,  and  on  being  examined  they  weighed  each  7£  cwt.,  being  12  stone  each 
more  than  had  been  allowed  for  the  tare,  and  therefore  the  weighmaster  allowed 
that. 


4150.  You  speak  positively  to  the  fact? 

Yes  ; I speak  positively  to  the  fact  of  having  heard  that  it  was  12  stone. 

4151.  Were  those  carts  that  had  been  used  for  a long  time? 

I cannot  say ; some  of  them  might  have  been ; I know  there  were  eight  carts ; 
there  were  two  large  ones  that  were  apparently  new,  and  he  took  down  those! 
conceiving  them  to  be  heavier,  and  weighed  them,  and  he  found  that  dif- 
ference. 

4152.  Of  course,  if  they  had  been  the  same  carts  that  had  been  used  for  a long 
time,  there  would  have  been  that  amount  of  loss  going  on  during’  that  time  ? 

Yes  ; two  carts  out  of  seven  or  eight  carts.  I am  pretty  well  acquainted  with 
the  coal  trade  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  I never  heard  of  28  cwt.  being 
given  for  a ton.  43 

4153.  Will  you  proceed  with  the  next  point  you  wish  to  mention  ? 

With  respect  to  the  collector’s  bonds,  I delivered  the  warrants,  when  signed, 
to  the  clerk ; he  made  a statement  on  an  inquiry  instituted,  I believe,  on  the 
12th  or  13th  of  December  before  Captain  Haymes. 

4154.  Do  you  deny  his  statement  in  the  document  ? 

I do  altogether. 

4155.  In  what  respect  ? 

I appeal  to  his  own  cross-examination  by  me  to  show  that  it  is  totallv  and 
entirely  wrong. 

4!56.  Had  you  any  communication  with  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  on  the 
subject  of  those  bonds  ? 

No,  I had  not. 


4157.  Did  they  direct  an  inquiry  by  Captain  Haymes? 


4158.  And  to  them  a report  was  made  ? 

Yes,  from  Captain  Haymes,  and  he  informed 
minutes  of  evidence  likewise. 


me  that  he  had  sent  up  the 


4159.  They  made  no  communication  to  you? 
No,  they  did  not. 


4100.  Did  they  not  address  a letter  to  the  Vice-Guardians ! 

J\  o,  they  did  not. 

4161.  Then,  what  is  the  meaning  of  Mr.  Power’s  statement,  that  after  direct 

Gordian?1117  by  Captl?m.  Hay™es.  they  addressed  a letter  to  the  liiard  of  Vice- 
Guard  a„s  expressmg  then  entire  disapproval  of  the  proceedings  ? 

No,  that  is  not  so  ; he  mistakes  m saying  “Vice I believe  it  was  " Guardians.” 


4162.  Then, 
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4162.  Then,  are  you  not  aware  that,  whilst  they  expressed  an  opinion  that  the 
clerk  ought  to  have  been  reprimanded  for  having  countersigned  the  warrants 
before  the  bonds  were  executed,  they  said  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  chiefly 
to  blame  ; are  you  not  aware  of  that  being  the  opinion  expressed  ? 

No,  I am  not ; that  is  the  first  piece  of  information  of  this  nature  I ever  heard 
upon  the  subject. 

4163.  Did  the  clerk  of  the  Union  ever  make  any  report  in  writia  g cn 
rough  minutes  ? 

He  made  a report,  which  should  have  gone  before  the  Commissioners,  on  his 
rough  minutes. 

4164.  How  did  you  deal  with  that  ? 

I desired  him  to  scratch  it  out. 

4165.  Why? 

Because  I told  him  it  would  be  infinitely  better  for  him  not  to  send  it.  I asked 
him  whose  duty  it  was  to  do  that,  meaning  to  get  the  bonds  executed,  and  he 
replied,  his  own  ; and  I told  him  it  would  be  better  to  go  and  do  that  duty  than 
complain  of  himself  for  leaving  it  undone. 

4166.  Do  you  think  it  was  a neglect  of  duty  on  his  part  ? 

I do  ; a very  great  neglect. 

41 G7.  Was  not  he  responsible  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners? 

Yes. 

4168.  And  how  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  you,  as  Vice-Guardian, 
■authorized  him  to  suppress  that  evidence  that  would  be  brought  before  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  as  an  omission  and  neglect  of  his  own  ? 

Because  he  might  have  been  dismissed  by  them,  which  I did  not  wish  him  to 
be;  and  I frequently,  which  he  admits  on  his  cross-examination,  directed  him  to 
get  it  done  ; and  I directed  him  still  farther  to  retain  the  collecting  books  when 
he  got  them  in  for  examination,  until  the  bonds  were  executed,  which,  if  lie  had 
done,  he  would  have  got  them  done  ; but  if  he  made  that  report,  that  report 
must  have  terminated  in  his  own  dismissal ; it  was  from  good  feeling  on  my 
part. 

4169.  You  are  aware  that  the  fact  came  through  Captain  Ilaymes’  Report 
before  the  Commissioners  ; you  are  also  aware  that  he  was  not  dismissed  when 
they  came  into  a knowledge  of  that  fact  ? 

Yes,  I am  aware  he  was  not  dismissed. 

4170.  Then  on  what  ground  did  you  anticipate  that  he  would  have  been  dis- 
missed, when,  upon  the  facts  being  made  known  to  the  Commissioners,  they  did 
not  dismiss  him,  but  attached  the  blame  to  the  Vice-Guardians  ? 

. I am  not'aware  that  they  did  attach  the  blame  to  the  Vice-Guardians  ; I never 
heard  that  till  now. 

4171.  Are  you  aware  that  they  did  not  dismiss  him? 

Yes. 

4172.  Do  you  conceive  that  you  were  warranted  in  withholding  from  the  Poor 

Law  Commissioners  direct  evidence  of  the  delinquency  of  the  clerk  of  the 
Guardians,  with  the  view  of  saving  him  from  the  possible  consequences  of  that 
delinquency  ? . 

I do  not  think  I was  warranted  in  the  strict  line  of  duty.  I am  free  to  confess 
I was  not  warranted  in  doing  it. 

4173.  Do  you  not  consider  it  a serious  matter  that  that  provision  of  the  law, 
which  requires  that  security  shall  be  given  by  the  clerk  before  he  is  put  in  pos- 
session of  his  warrant,  should  be  strictly  and  invariably  complied  with  ? 

I certainly  do. 

4174.  Does  not  neglect  in  that  respect  expose  the  Union  and  the  rate-payers 
•to  very  serious  consequences  ? 

That  all  depends  upon  the  security  of  the  principals ; both  those  principals 
were  men  there  can  be  no  question  about.  One  was  Mr.  Lauder,  the  most 
independent  man  in  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon. 

(170-16-)  q q 3 4175.  If 
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4175.  If  lie  entered  into  no  security,  how  could  you  legally  enforce  it  ? 

By  an  action  against  him  ; there  would  be  no  difficulty ; I humbly  conceive  it 
■would  be  just  as  easy  to  enforce  it  against  him,  having  so  much  property  and  so 
much  at  stake,  if  he  was  a defaulter,  as  it  would  be  if  there  yrere  this  bond ; he 
was  infinitely  more  independent,  I have  reason  to  know,  and  a more  monied  man, 
than  both  his  securities  together. 

4176.  Have  you  any  further  explanation  to  give  with  respect  to  the  irregu- 
larity ? 

No,  except  this,  that  I made  every  effort  short  of  complaining  of  the  clerk  to 
the  Commissioners ; and  he  admitted  on  his  cross-examination  that  I sent  him 
ten  or  twelve  times  to  Mr.  Lauder  ; I sent  him  ten  or  twelve  times  to  Mr.  Brown’s 
securities,  who  were  the  two  parties;  and  I directed  him,  as  he  admitted  on  his 
cross-examination,  to  keep  the  collecting  books  when  he  got  them  into  his 
custody,  and  not  to  issue  them  again  until  the  bonds  were  executed. 

4177.  You  speak'  of  cross-examination;  what  cross-examination  do  vou 
allude  to  ? 

On  questions  that  I asked  the  clerk  before  Captain  Haymes,  at  the  examination 
on  the  13th  December. 

4178.  This  neglect  being  a serious  neglect  in  your  judgment,  you  neither 
reported  it  yourself  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  nor  did  you  permit  the 
clerk,  who  was  so  disposed  to  report  it,  to  report  it  himself? 

I considered  it  a neglect  of  duty  unquestionably,  but  I do  not  consider  it  very 
serious,  either,  as  regards  consequences ; because  no  ill  has  arisen  from  it,  and 
none  could  arise  from  it.  It  certainly  was  a neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
clerk,  and  I certainly  did  think  at  the  time  that  the  Commissioners  would  have 
dismissed  him  for  it. 

4179.  They  have  not  done  so  ? 

They  have  not  done  so,  but  I did  think  they  would. 

4180.  They  had  the  power  to  do  so  if  they  thought  fit  ? 

Unquestionably ; and  I felt  exceedingly  unwilling  to  be  the  means  or  instru- 
ment of  depriving  a man  of  what  I could  not  give  him,  and  that  was  his  daily 
bread.  J 

4181.  Were  you  cognizant  of  many  instances  of  his  neglect  in  these  matters  ? 

There  were  a great  many  not  actually  in  that  way,  but  there  were  a great  many 

instances.  1 

41 82.  But  of  that  description  ? 

None. 

4183.  None  but  those  two  you  have  spoken  of? 

As  well  as  I recollect,  they  were  the  only  occasions. 

4184.  Have  you  known  many  other  instances  of  his  neglect  of  duty? 

A great  many.  J 

4185.  In  what  particular  case  ? 

In  a great  variety  of  small  things. 

4186.  Then,  if  that  was  the  case,  why  were  you  so  anxious  to  retain  him  as  one' 
of  your  officers  ? 

I had  no  anxiety  about  it,  but,  as  I before  expressed  it,  I should  be  very  sorrv 
to  deprive  a man  of  bread.  J : 

4187.  But  when  youhafa  duty  to  perform,  ou  which  a great  many  other 
persons  depended  for  their  bread,  and  in  which  the  circumstances  of  all  the  rate- 
payers were  equally  involved  could  you  for  a moment  hesitate  about  reporting 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  a bad  officer,  when  you  knew  that  officer  did  not 
fulfil  bis  duties  ? 

If  they  were  as  serious  as  your  Lordship  represents,  I should  feel  it  my  duty  to 
report  him ; however,  there  were  a number  of  things  of  small  moment  which 
were  among  his  duties,  but  which  he  neglected  to  do,  and  a great  many  little 
things  I frequently  did  for  him.  J 

4188.  Will 
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4188.  Will  you  proceed  now  with  your  explanation? 

Yes;  the  reason  that  he  assigned  for  my  directing  the  scratching  out  is  not 
the  truth  ; the  reason  he  assigned  was,  that  it  would  bring  discredit  upon  the 
Vice-Guardians;  quite  the  contrary;  the  reason  I assigned  was  just  merely  what  I 
mentioned,  that  it  would  be  infinitely  more  proper  for  him  to  go  and  do  his  duty 
than  complain  of  himself  for  neglecting  it. 

4189.  Do  you  really  conceive,  with  respect  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Clarke, 
that  the  degree  of  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners in  Dublin  would  have  been  lessened  if  he  had  told  them  directly  and 
unhesitatingly  the  truth,  though  that  might  have  involved  the  discovery  of  the 
neglect  of  his  own  duty  ? 

, 1 think  it  ought. 

4190.  Do  you  think  they  ought  to  have  dismissed  him? 

Yes,  I think  so. 

4191.  Then  on  what  ground  do  you  account  to  this  Committee  for  not  having 
made  a report  ? 

Merely  the  reason  1 before  submitted  to  your  Lordships. 

4192.  Favouritism? 

Favouritism  to  a perfect  stranger. 

4193.  Then  the  Committee  are  to  understand  that  by  the  course  you  pursued 
at  that  time,  you  were  instrumental  in  continuing  in  office,  as  clerk  of  that  Union, 
a man  whom,  in  your  judgment,  you  believed  the  Commissioners  ought  to  have 
dismissed  ? 

Your  Lordship  may  draw  that  conclusion. 

4194.  Is  that  the  conclusion  you  yourself  draw? 

1 did  not  view  it  in  that  light  at  all. 

4195.  Was  it  your  view  that  it  was  an  offence,  strictly  speaking,  which  the 
Commissioners  would  not  be  able  to  overlook,  if  it  was  brought  under  their 
notice,  but  one  which  you  did  not  think  so  serious  as  to  absolutely  require  that 
it  should  be  brought  under  their  notice  ? 

Precisely  ; I thought  it  an  offence  so  serious,  that  if  brought  under  their 
notice  they  would  not  overlook  it ; and  if  it  could  be  remedied,  that  no  evil 
probably  could  arise  from  it.  I thought  it  infinitely  better  for  him  to  remedy  it 
at  once. 

4196.  And  your  feeling  was  an  unwillingness  to  resort  to  any  harsh  measure 
against  him? 

Precisely. 

4197.  Will  you  proceed,  if  you  please  ? 

I totally  deny  that  the  straw  was  for  seven  months  unchanged  in  the  beds. 

4198.  During  the  time  that  you  were  Vice- Guardian  ? 

Yes, 

4199.  How  long  before  you  left  the  office  had  the  straw  been  changed  in  the 
probationary  wards  ? 

The  beds  that  were  in  the  probationary  wards  were  brought  in  the  middle  of 
October ; they  were  brought  up  from  the  Jamestown  auxiliary,  which  we  closed 
in  October ; and  the  straw  had  been  changed  in  them  not  more  than  a week  or  a 
fortnight  before  they  were  brought  up  to  the  probationary  ward. 

4200.  Therefore  they  were  up  to  the  1st  of  November  from  the  beginning  of 
September  ? 

Yes. 

4201.  In  other  words,  they  were  nearly  two  months  ? 

Y es  ; and  about  the  middle  of  September  ten  or  eleven  tons  of  straw  were 
brought  into  the  house ; a quantity  more  than  sufficient  to  fill  every  bed  in  it. 

4202.  How  often  were  they  changed? 

About  every  two  months,  or  a little  more. 

(170.16.)  qq4  4203.  And 


Mr.  R.  Mortimer. L 
2(1  July  1850. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


312  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION 


Mr.  R.  Mortimer. 
July  1850. 


4203.  And  they  should  have  been,  according  to  the  regulations,  changed 
very  soon  after  the  elected  Board  came  in  ? 

They  should. 

4204.  Will  you  proceed  ? 

During  that  month  so  many  persons  were  engaged  so  constantly  in  the  straw- 
shed  in  tilling  tickings,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  on  my  mind  that  every  bed  in  the 
house  and  auxiliaries  were  filled  with  new  straw  then.  The  fact  is,  we  were 
without  it  about  a fortnight,  and  we  were  pressing  the  contractor  to  send  in 
straw,  which  he  did,  about  that  time ; new  straw  from  the  harvest  of  that 
year. 

4205.  Will  you  proceed  ? 

The  most  unobservant  could  hardly  mistake  about  the  freshness  of  straw  in  a 
bed ; it  would  not  last  as  straw,  but  become  chaff,  and  not  a fourth  of  its  volume, 
in  about  three  months.  The  receipt  and  appropriation  of  that  straw  will  be 
found  in  the  master’s  book ; 1 saw  it  there  in  December.  This,  therefore,  being 
incorrect,  disease  must  be  traced  to  some  other  cause. 

420C.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  straw  becoming  chaff? 

It  becomes  so  from  being  constantly  used ; when  it  is  used  a long  time,  it 
falls  into  dust.  When  first  put  in,  it  is  large,  and  then  it  becomes  beaten  into 
dust. 

4207.  It  takes  a long  tim  o do  that  ? 

About  three  months. 

4208.  Will  you  proceed  ? 

The  charge  of  abstraction  of  clothing  is  so  undefined  as  to  time  and  particulars, 
that  I cannot  discover  on  what  it  is  founded,  or  how  it  can  be  combated. 
Absconding  with  clothing,  and  thefts  of  clothing,  were  very  frequent,  and  for 
want  of  walls  could  not  be  prevented. 

4209.  Now,  did  the  want  of  walls,  and  the  want  of  the  power  of  control  that 
you  have  described,  tend,  in  your  judgment,  to  produce  any  insecurity  in  other 
articles  of  stores,  as  for  instance  soap  ; have  you  any  reason  to  suspect  that  soap- 
was  made  away  with  ? 

I dare  say  such  articles  were  made  away  with. 

4210.  Is  not  soap  an  article  that  people  who  are  disposed  to  be  dishonest  can 
easily  carry  away,  and  find  a ready  sale  for  ? 

I do  not  know  as  to  ihe  sale,  but  1 know  it  is  very  easily  carried  away. 

4211.  Is  that  the  whole  of  your  statement? 

No.  _ 

4212.  Then  will  you  proceed  with  it? 

It.  is  rather  difficult  to  calculate  the  wear  and  tear,  and  therefore  the  Commis- 
sioners’ rule  of  allowing  one-half  per  head  per  day,  founded  on  the  experience 
of  years,  is  the  nearest  approximation  to  correctness.  I saw  at  the  workhouse, 
in  November,  an  inventory  of  the  clothing  and  materials  with  the  master  ; the 
first  estimated  at,  I think,  a third  of  their  cost,  the  second  at  their  cost,  making 
an  amount  equal  to  what  ought  to  be  on  the  books  as  their  value  ; but  for  what 
occurred  between  the  1st  of  November  and  the  master’s  appointment  at  the 
close  of  February  or  in  March,  the  Vice-Guardians  are  not  responsible,  and  it  would- 
be  very  difficult  to  account.  The  master  and  matron  were  both  ill ; they  were  in 
fever,  I believe,  for  a month,  and  their  places  were  supplied  by  very  insufficient 
assistants. 

4213.  That  was  after  you  left  office  ? 

Yes. — [ Statement  rtsumed.~\  This  discovery  was  not  made,  I believe,  until 
January.  I fully  believe  the  statement  of  the  destruction  of  clothing  mentioned, 
with  the  addition  that  I have  heard,  and  believe  that  the  amount  in  value  was 
much  more  than  double  that  stated.  I went  through  every  part  of,  and  minutely 
inspected,  the  workhouse  on  the  28th  of  October : no  clothing  of  any  description 
was  stored  in  an  entry  on  that  day.  I have  heard,  and  believe,  the  foul  clothes 
were  subsequently  placed  there,  and  allowed  to  remain  for  want  of  soap  to  wash 
them.  During  my  time,  each  inmate  was  supplied  with  a clean  change  of  inner 
clothing  each  week : such  cases  in  the  infirmary  as  required  them  were  supplied 

twice- 
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twice  in  each  week.  I have  heard,  and  believe,  that  after  the  4th  of  November 
six  or  seven  weeks  were  allowed  to  elapse  without  any  issue  of  clean  clothes  to 
the  inmates ; and  was  informed,  and  believe,  that  this  filth  of  their  persons 
and  the  house  was  the  cause  of  the  fever  and  increase  of  deaths  that  subse- 
quently appeared,  and  have  since  remained.  I am  informed,  and  believe,  that  for 
the  26  consecutive  weeks  ending  the  10th  of  November,  the  number  of  persons 
in  the  house  (286,104  days)  was  1,572  ; and  for  the  26  consecutive  weeks  end- 
ing the  11th  of  May,  the  number  in  the  house  was  (233,142  days)  1,281  ; I 
have  given  the  exact  days  in  each ; that  information  I received  from  another 
person.  The  admissions  to  the  hospital  in  the  first  period  were  842  ; in  the  latter, 
1,244.  The  deaths  in  the  first  period  were  125  ; in  the  latter,  195  : the  four  last 
numbers  are,  I am  pretty  certain,  correct;  they  were  taken  by  me  from  the 
doctor  s books. 

4214.  Did  you  compare  that  with  the  register  of  deaths  ? 
t No,  I did  not. 

4215.  To  what  period  does  that  number  of  deaths  apply  ? 

One  is  for  26  consecutive  weeks  up  to  the  10th  of  November ; the  other  is  for 
26  consecutive  weeks  up  to  the  1 1th  of  May. 

4216.  In  1849? 

The  10th  of  November  1849,  and  the  11th  of  May  1850.  The  register  of 
deaths,  with  regard  to  the  latter  period,  of  course  we  know  nothing  about,  not 
after  the  1st  of  November,  and  not  in  the  slightest  degree. 

4217.  Up  to  the  1st  of  November? 

Yes. 

4218.  Can  you  tell  us  how  the  return  of  deaths  is  made  to  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  and  to  Parliament ; is  it  made  from  the  register  of  deaths? 

No,  it  is  made  from  the  minutes ; I should  suppose  it  is  so,  for  every  week 
the  medical  man  makes  a return,  in  which  he  states  the  sanitary  state  (the  health), 
the  number  of  persons  admitted,  and  the  number  of  persons  discharged  from  the 
infirmary,  and  the  number  of  persons  that  have  died;  and  the  aggregate  of  those 
added  together  would  make  up  the  number  between  any  given  periods. 

4219.  It  is  from  that  document,  you  consider,  and  not  the  register  of  deaths 
which  he  is  directed  to  keep,  and  which  is  prepared  officially  by  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  that  the  returns  of  death  to  Parliament  are  made  ? ' 

I should  think  that  they  are. 

4220.  From  the  minutes,  and  not  the  register  ? 

The  minutes  are  the  only  documents  that  come  under  their  notice. 

4221.  What  is  the  use  of  the  register ; is  not  that  an  official  document  required 
to  be  kept  ? 

It  is  a document  that  never  comes  under  the  eye  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners. 

4222.  Who  signs  it;  it  is  signed  in  red  ink  every  half-year? 

The  auditor. 

4223.  Is  not  the  auditor  an  officer  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners? 

He  is. 

4224.  Is  not  it  brought  under  the  knowledge  of  the  Poor  Law  authorities, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  brought  under  the  knowledge  of  their  auditor  ? 

Yes  ; the  summary  goes  into  the  abstract. 

4225.  You  have  a printed  abstract  before  you? 

Yes. 

4226.  Then  the  summary  of  that  record  goes  into  this  abstract  ? 

Yes. 

4-227.  If  that  be  incorrect,  how  can  this  be  relied  upon  as  being  correct  ? 

■ Anything  prior  to  my  own  appointment,  of  course,  I cannot  answer  for. 

4228.  The  question  refers  to  your  own  appointment  ? 

. I conceive  that,  with  regard  to  my  own  appointment,  it  is- perfectly  correct, 
because  the  number  of  deaths  stated  here,  between  the  25th  of  March  and  the 
(170.16.)  RR  29th 
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29th  of  September,  are  summed  up  and  found  to  be  here  202,  and  the  auditor 
signs  it ; they  actually  agree  with  the  abstract  that  was  furnished  to  him ; they 
correctly  agree  with  all  the  numbers,  accounting  for  all  the  numbers  that  were 
received  into  the  house  and  discharged. 

4229.  In  your  previous  evidence,  you  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  a report  of  the  physician  of  the  sanitary  state  of  the  house  made  weekly, 
which,  in  your  judgment,  afforded  the  real  evidence  of  the  number  of  deaths  ? 

1 conceive  that  it  does  not  differ  from  this. 

4230.  Then  you  conceive  it  to  be  accurate  as  far  as  relates  to  the  other 
period  1 

Yes;  but  I should  say  that,  before  the  appointment  of  the  Vice-Guardians, 
for  three  years  no  accounts  were  kept  at  all  in  the  house,  nor  were  any  accounts 
audited.  If  your  Lordships  will  look  to  the  Commissioners’  Returns  for  1840, 
1845,  and,  I believe,  1844,  there  are  blanks  left  for  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union! 

4231.  You  have  observed  that  signature  in  red  ink? 

Yes. 

4232.  Is  that  the  signature  of  the  auditor  ? 

Yes. 

4233.  What  would  the  signature  of  the  auditor  testify  ? 

That  he  had  compared  this  with  the  numbers,  and  that  those  numbers  corre- 
sponded with  the  numbers  in  the  abstract. 

4234.  If  the  abstract  was  taken  from  that  book,  the  ascertaining  that  that  book 
was  correct  with  the  abstract  that  it  has  been  taken  from,  would  prove  nothing 
as  to  the  correctness  of  the  original  document  ? 

No,  the  abstract  being  taken  from  it. 

4235.  It  would  only  prove  that  the  abstract  was  correctly  taken  from  the  book  ? 

If  the  whole  total  number  of  discharged,  dead  and  in  existence  corresponded 

with  the  number  at  the  commencement  of  the  half-year,  and  those  that  were 
received  during  the  half-year,  it  would  be  right. 

4236.  The  object  is  to  ascertain  if  you  understand,  by  the  signature  of  the 
auditor,  that  he  had  examined,  not  merely  that  book,  but  had  examined  the 
accounts  of  admissions  and  of  discharges,  and  all  the  other  accounts,  showing 
the  number  actually  admitted,  and  those  who  had  died  ? 

For  the  purpose  of  going  through  every  individual  one,  he  did  not.  The  abstract 
is  drawn  up  by  the  clerk  long  before  the  auditor  comes  to  audit ; this  abstract 
brings  forward  the  balances  under  each  head  for  the  preceding  half-year,  when  he 
has  it ; he  examines  the  balance  brought  forward,  and  sees  whether  it  is  correct  ; 
and  then  he  examines  the  admission  and  discharge  book,  and  the  registry,  and 
he  sees  or  ascertains  what  the  amount  brought  forward  within  the  half-year  should, 
be,  added  together  with  what  remained  over,  whether  they  make  the  given  sum  • 
then  he  requires  them  to  be  accounted  for,  either  in  discharge,  in  existence  in 
house,  or  dead.  ’ 

4237.  And  you  understood  that  he  has  made  that  comparison  in  all  those  books 
by  his  having  signed  that  ? 

He  lias  certified  that  he  has  done  so. 

4238.  Will  you  proceed  with  your  statement  ? 

I should  infer,  from  the  reasons  given  in  the  Petition,  that  these  misdeeds  were 
not  discovered  sooner ; that  on  the  1st  of  November,  and  for  some  time  after 
that,  they  really  did  not  exist.  I heard,  and  believe,  that  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  petitioners,  on  the  6th  of  November,  two  committees  were  appointed  one 
for  finance,  the  other  for  the  house.  No  person  can  doubt  the  desire  by  which 
they  were  influenced  ; and,  although  each  met  for  business  two  days  in  each  week 
it  was  at  the  end  of  three  months  they  discovered  these  obvious,  apparent,  and 
therefore  easily  detected  gross  desertions  of  duty.  I have  seen  various  reports  of 
the  medical  officer  between  the  end  of  November  and  beginning  of  January 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  filth  of  the  house  and  its  inmates,  and 
foretelling  the  result  on  its  sanitary  state.  One  was  sent  by  him  on  the  9th  of 
January,  referring  to  and  recapitulating  his  former  ineffectual  appeals  on  the 
subject.  For  that  report  I have  applied  to  the  Commissioners  ; and  Mr'.  Stanley 

gave 
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gave  me  to  understand,  if  it  was  in  the  office,  he  would  send  me  a com  of  it 
to-morrow.  Ul  11 

4239.  I observe  in  the  month  of  August,  the  expenditure  was  3,1091.  ■ in 

September,  2,264 1.  • in  October,  2,862/.;  that  comprehended  a very  large  nm 
beyond  what  was  collected  from  the  rates,  of  course  ? * 5 

Yes,  but  I do  not  know  whether  there  was  any  such  expenditure  as  that. 

4240.  It  is  taken  from  the  book  ? 

I do  not  see  how  it  can  be  so. 

4241.  Assuming  it  to  be  correct,  as  taken  from  the  books,  could  that  expen. 

diture  have  gone  on  without  an  auxiliary  fund?  1 

Certainly  not. 

4242.  And  you  are  aware  that  the  present  Board  have  had  no  such  funds  ? 

1 believe  they  have  not  had  any  such  fund. 

4243.  During  the  time  that  you  were  Vice-Guardian,  did  Captain  Wynne 
complain  to  you  of  the  mode  in  which  you  and  your  colleague  carried  on  the 
business  of  the  Union  ? 

He  certainly  never  did. 

4244.  Did  he  ever,  to  your  knowledge,  complain  of  the  mode  in  which  you 

carried  on  the  business  of  the  Union,  or  make  any  representation  or  complaint 
to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  of  it?  1 

I am  not  aware  of  that ; but  in  April  1849  I made  an  application  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  two  days  leave  to  go  and  bring  my  family  to  Carrick-on-Shannon  • 
and  I received  a letter  in  reply  to  state,  that  I had  better  suspend  that  resolution 
tor  a nttie  time ; that  the  Commissioners  were  not  satisfied  with  the  manner  in 
which  matters  had  been  carried  on  in  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  that  they  had 
under  consideration  the  propriety  of  making  some  change  there.  I instantly 
wrote  m reply  to  say,  that  I exceedingly  regretted  the  communication  I had 
ieceived ; that  of  course,  if  they  wished  it,  I was  at  their  service  to  go  to  any 
place  but  before  I should  be  removed  from  any  place  with  discredit,  I con- 
ceived it  was  due  to  me  and  my  friends,  who  entertained  a better  opinion  of  me 
to  order  an  investigation  into  the  alleged  illegality  or  impropriety,  in  point  of 
dJ.  {’  ?n  my  part  ; and  that  a proper  investigation  should  be  made,  and  I would 
abide  by  the  results  ; and  after  some  time  I received  an  answer  to  say,  I was  at 
liberty  to  go  for  my  family ; that  the  Commissioners  had  determined  to  make  no 
chang-e.  I was  for  a long  time  in  the  dark,  and  yet  am  in  some  degree,  with 
regard  to  what  was  the  cause  of  that.  But  Mr.  Phelan  some  time  after  told  me 
that  a report  had  been  submitted  to  him,  as  having  been  through  Carrick  on  a 
tour  of  inspection,  and  that  his  report  was  so  exceedingly  different  from  what 
had  been  represented,  whatever  it  was,  that  he  concluded  that  the  reply  I received 
was  the  result.  v J 

4245.  Did  he  tell  you  from  whom  that  report  had  proceeded 1 

He  did. 

4246.  From  whom  did  it  proceed  ? 

From  Captain  Wynne. 

„ f 47j  DiA  r Tr  a?ply  t0  Captain  Wynne  t0  know  what  the  grounds  were 
that  induced  him  to  take  so  strong  a step  as  to  report  unfavourably  on  the 
management  of  the  Carnck-on-Sbannon  Union,  and  to  know  in  what  resnect  1 e 
was  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  Vice- Guardians  ? P 

Yes,  I did. 

4248.  What  answer  did  he  give  you  ? 

1 did  not  ask  him  in  a direct  way,  I put  it  indirectly.  It  was  a considerable 
time  after  that  I learned  that  information. 

4249.  When  did  you  first  learn  that  ? 

Not  until  July  or  August. 

mffirectiy?hat  Captain  WJnne  say  w]len  you  put  the  question  to  him 

He  rather  professed  ignorance  of  any  thing  about  it. 

(17°-  I6')  kr  2 4251.  Captain 
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Mr.  R.  Mortimer. 
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4251.  Captain  Wynne,  in  liis  evidence  before  this  Committee,  has  sworn  that 
he  had  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  during  a portion  of  the  time  that  Mr.  Robinson 
and  Mr.  Mortimer  served  as  Vice-Guardians,  and  that  he  reported  respecting 
one  of  them  ; that  he  waited  upon  the  Commissioners  in  Dublin,  and  requested 
Mr.  Power  to  send  down  another  Vice-Guardian  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Robinson. 
He  had  stated  that  he  had  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  Mr.  Robinson  beyond 
the  want  of  zeal.  He  was  then  called  upon  to  report,  by  Mr.  Power,  officially 
upon  the  subject,  and  that  such  official  report,  blaming  the  conduct  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  was  accordingly  made  by  him  to 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  inform  the 
Committee  whether  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  communicated  that  report 
to  you,  or  whether,  at  this  moment,  you  are  aware  of  the  contents  of  that 
report? 

They  did  not  communicate  it,  nor  am  I aware  of  the  contents  of  it ; and  it  is 
not  their  practice  to  communicate  any  report  in  that  way. 

4252.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  if  there  is  a report  made  affecting  the 
character  of  an  officer  under  their  authority,  such  as  a Vice-Guardian,  they  do 
not  communicate  the  contents  of  that  report,  and  the  charges  affecting  his 
conduct  ? 

If  there  were  a series  of  charges  made  against  a man,  I suppose  they  would  ; 
but  no  information  was  afforded  to  me  of  having  any  charge  ; 1 can  speak  posi- 
tively as  to  that ; no  information  was  afforded  to  me  of  any  charge  of  want  of 
attention  on  my  part,  as  having  been  made  by  any  one ; the  information  1 have 
given  your  Lordships  is  the  only  information  I have  received. 

4253  Therefore,  assuming  the  fact  to  be  as  Captain  Wynne  stated,  that  he 
was  discontented  with  the  mode  in  which  the  business  was  carried  on,  he  never 
communicated  directly  to  you  the  report  which  he  had  made  upon  the  subject 
to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners ; in  fact,  it  was  never  communicated  to  you 
either  by  them  or  by  him  ? 

No ; my  impression  is,  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  mistook  me  for 
Mr.  Robinson. 

4254.  How  were  you  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  officers  who  were  act- 
ing under  your  authority.  You  have  already  spoken  as  to  the  clerk  ; now  as  to 
the  master  and  matron,  and  all  the  other  officers  acting  under' your  authority, 
how  were  you  satisfied  with  them  1 

I was  not  well  pleased  at  first,  but  after  a little  time  I made  them  draw  very 
well  together.  J 

4255.  There  was  a want  of  unanimity  at  first? 

Yes  ; I found  it  a very  difficult  matter  to  keep  them  in  harmony. 

4256.  Did  you  bring  them  into  harmony  before  the  close  of  your  official 
duties  ? 

Yes  ; I did  so  a very  short  time  after  my  arrival,  when  I thoroughly  under- 
stood them.  I candidly  confess  that  at  first  I entertained  serious  thoughts  of 
applying  to  the  Commissioners  to  call  upon  them  to  resign;  but,  however,  I then 
considered  that  perhaps  it  would  be  a more  prudent  plan  to  pursue  another 
course,  and  try  the  effect  of  moral  influence  over  them,  and  that  was  successful 
and  I made  them  act  very  well  together,  and  very  much  improved  the  condition 
of  the  house  by  that. 

4257 . Did  you  find  Mrs.  Kelly  a well-conducted  woman  as  matron  ? 

Yes ; I saw  no  instances  of  ill  conduct  by  her. 

4258.  Did  you  ever  see  her  drunk  ? 

Never. 

4259.  Who  was  the  medical  man  you  had  there  ? 

Doctor  Munns. 

4260.  Mr.  Rutherford,  was  he  in  your  time? 

Yes,  part  of  the  time,  as  apothecary. 

4261.  Were  you  there  at  the  period  of  his  dismissal  ? 

I was  present  at  the  inquiry. 

4262.  For 
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4262.  For  what  offence  was  he  dismissed  ? 

For  general  irregularity. 

4263.  Was  there  nothing  particular  as  well  as  general  in  his  conduct  which 
occasioned  Ills  dismissal? 

He  was  accused  of  being  drunk,  and  accused  of  being  in  the  female  wards  at 
7 or  8 or  9 o’clock  in  the  evening. 


Mr.  JR.  Mortimer. 
2d  July  185Q. 


4264.  Was  not  there  a particular  charge  brought  against  him  as  to  taking 
liberties  with  a particular  woman  ? 

There  was. 


4265.  And  it  was  after  an  investigation  of  those  charges  that  he  was  dis- 
missed ? 

Yes  ; but  this  last  charge  failed  to  be  proved. 

4266.  Was  it  the  habit  of  Captain  Wynne  to  visit  the  workhouse  late  in  the 
evening  ? 

He  generally  left  the  workhouse  at  the  same  time  as  I did;  I never  left  him 
behind  me  ; we  generally  left  together. 

4267.  At  what  hour  was  that  ? 

About  7 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  in  summer. 

4268.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  the  nurses  being  taken  out  of  the  sick 
ward  and  locked  up  on  the  female  side  ? 

Never  until  yesterday,  in  London. 

4269.  Was  that  during  your  time  ? 

No,  it  was  long  before.  Captain  Wynne  requested  that  I would  lay  this  state- 
ment before  your  Lordships,  of  the  information  I am  able  to  give  respecting  two 
or  three  persons — [handing  in  a paper]. 

4270.  Do  you  know  Frances  Creamer  ? 

Yes. 


4271.  Was  she  ever  employed  by  the  Vice- Guardians  ? 

Never  in  any  place  of  trust. 

4272.  Was  she  ever  employed  in  any  place  whatever? 

Never,  by  the  Vice-Guardians ; Mrs.  Kelly,  the  matron,  employed  her  in  cutting 
out  clothes. 

4273.  Were  you  at  the  workhouse  at  the  time  that  the  orphans  were  selected 
for  emigration  to  Australia  ? 

Yes,  I was. 

4274.  Should  you  have  considered  it  regular,  or  in  compliance  with  the  circu- 
lar .of  instructions,  if  a person,  being  the  servant  of  a party  residing  in  another 
Union,  was  brought  into  the  Carrick  workhouse  for  the  purpose  of  being  after- 
wards selected  as  an  emigrant  to  Australia  ? 

I should  have  considered  it  in  the  highest  degree  irregular  and  improper. 

4275.  Would  not  it  have  been  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  regulations  under 
which  those  orphans  were  to  be  selected  ? 

Perfectly ; and  also  with  my  ideas  of  propriety. 

4276.  Do  you  recollect  a woman  of  the  name  of  Foley,  one  of  the  orphans? 

4277.  Do  you  know  under  what  circumstances  she  was  selected? 

No,  except  being  a person  coming  within  the  class ; being  an  orphan  in  the 
workhouse  coming  within  the  class  that  the  Government  instructions  were  to 
select  them  out  of. 

4278.  1 ou  were  not  aware,  then,  that  she  had  been  in  the  service  of  a woman 
ot  the  name  of  Phare,  who  was  the  wife  of  the  clerk  to  Captain  Wynne ; that 
she  was  residing  at  Boyle;  that  she  had  applied  for  emigration  at  Boyle,  and  was 
a*ways  to^  she 00 ’Jd  not  receive  emigration  from  thence,  as  having  belonged  to 
the  Union  of  Carrick  ; that  she  was  admitted  upon  that  representation  into'  the 
Union  of  Carrick,  and  selected  subsequently  as  a fit. subject  for  emigration? 

I never  heard  of  it  before. 

(170,16.)  it  r 3 4279.  If 
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4279.  If  you  had  been  aware  of  these  facts,  would  you  have  felt  it  your  duty 
to  object  to  her  yourself? 

Certainly ; I never  should  have  recommended  her  to  Captain  Henry. 

4280.  And  you  know  Captain  Henry  took  great  pains  in  the  selection  ? 

Yes ; he  was  as  good  an  officer  as  I ever  saw. 

4281.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duty, 
would  he,  do  you  think,  have  sent  a person,  a servant  earning  a livelihood  at 
Boyle,  and  recommended  her  to  go  back  to  Carrick  in  order  to  qualify  for 
emigration  ? 

I am  sure  he  never  would. 

4282.  Do  you  believe  Frances  Creamer,  from  what  you  know  of  her,  to  be  a 
person  of  bad  character  ? 

I believe  her  to  be  unworthy  of  credit  upon  her  oath. 

4283.  On  what  ground  ? 

I was  present  at  an  examination  in  which  she  swore  what  I knew  was  not 
true. 

4284.  Do  you  know  of  an  instance  of  impropriety  on  her  part  ? 


4285.  Would  you  tell  the  Committee  what  examination  you  now  refer  to  ? 

An  examination  into  a complaint  preferred  against  the  matron  for  having  made 

use  of  parings  of  clothing  that  was  purchased  for  these  very  Australian  emi- 
grants, and  of  which  she  made  quilts ; and  Frances  Creamer  distinctly  swore  on 
that  occasion  that  she  was  present  wchen  Mr.  O’Reilly,  my  predecessor  in  office 
gave  permission  to  Mrs.  Kelly  to  make  use  of  those  parings,  when  he  ascertained 
that  they  were  not  sufficiently  large  to  repair  the  clothing,  and  that  she  made  a 
diamond-work  quilt  out  of  them.  I know  to  a certainty  that  could  not  have 
been  the  case,  because  Mr.  O’Reilly  left  the  Union  before  those  clothes  were  cut 
up;  and  not  only  was  it  I who  ordered  a considerable  portion  of  them  but  it 
was  during  the  time  I was  there  that  they  were  cut  up. 

4286.  Was  that  an  examination  on  oath  before  an  Insnector  ? 

It  was  before  Colonel  Clarke.  V 

4287.  Have  you  any  other  reason  for  thinking  ill  with  respect  to  Frances 
Lreamer  s character  ? 

r MS’  l f *£at  Tery ^examination  to  which  your  Lordship  has  referred, 

ot  Mr.  Rutherford,  Frances  Creamer,  I believe,  was  one  of  the  accusers  in  that 
case,  and  she  stated  that  she  had  distinctly  told  four  persons  of  his  alleged  mis- 
conduct, and  the  four  persons  distinctly  swore  she  never  did  anything  of  the 


4288.  You  know  Bridget  Gibbons  1 
Yes. 


4289.  She  was  an  assistant  nurse  ? 

Yes,  she  is  the  principal  nurse  at  the  infirmary  now. 

4290.  Was  her  conduct  generally  good  ? 

Indeed  I cannot  say  to  the  contrary. 

4291.  You  never  saw  anything  to  the  contrary  ? 
Never. 


4292.  Had  you  no  reason  to  complain  of  her  ? 

No ; she  was  a very  willing  person. 

there?'  ^ 8he  ™der  y™r  °Wn  ™Ployment  during  the  whole  time  you  were 
Yes. 

4294.  You  have  never  known  any  case  of  perjury  on  her  part  as  in  the  nre- 

vious  case  ? r 1 

No,  I have  not,  but  I think  she  is  very  flighty. 

4295.  Do  you  know  a woman  called  Mary  Dillon,  or  Connell  ’ 

Yes. 

4296.  Was 
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4296.  Was  she  frequently  on  the  relief  list  ? 

I never  knew  her  on  the  relief  list  during  my  time,  except  once. 

4297.  Was  there  any  dispute  as  to  there  being  or  not  being  any  investigation 
into  her  applications  ? 

Yes,  I recollect  an  application  being  made  by  Laird ; that  is,  Laird  put  her  on 
his  application  and  report  book,  and  brought  her  under  my  notice,  and  I believe 
that  on  more  than  one  occasion  she  was  rejected  by  reason  of  her  being  a land- 
holder ; and  he  then  brought  her  forward  again,  and  mentioned  that  he  had  made 
inquiry,  and  learned  that  this  laud  had  been  transferred  from  her  to  her 
brother. 

4298.  From  whom  did  you  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  she  was  a 
landowner  ; was  it  suggested  by  Laird,  or  by  anybody  else  ? 

By  Laird. 

4299.  Was  she  ever  put  upon  the  relief  list  at  the  recommendation  of  Captain 
Wynne  ? 

Never,  to  my  knowledge. 

4300.  Or  when  haird  made  the  discovery  with  regard  to  the  land,  was  she 
continued  on  at  anybody’s  suggestion  ? 

No ; she  was  struck  off  at  once  by  me. 

4301.  You  think  you  recollect  her  name  once  on  the  list  ? 

t ’ ,0,n  t^at  °ccasion>  as  weN  as  I recollect,  she  was  not  on  out-relief: 
I ordered  her  into  the  house,  and  then  the  doctor  gave  a certificate  that  she  was 
effected  with  some  disease  that  would  be  injurious  to  her  to  be  confined,  and 
I was  anxious  to  get  room,  because  1 was  desirous  in  every  case  I could  to  apply 
the  workhouse  test;  I was  endeavouring  to  reduce  out-door  relief  to  the 
minimum. 

4302.  In  considering  that  case  of  Connell  or  Dillon,  when  the  question  was 
raised  as  to  the  possession  of  land,  were  you  aware  she  was  a married  woman  ? 


4303.  Have  you  ever  since  examined  her  husband,  who  must  be  the  real 
possessor  of  the  land  if  it  was  possessed  by  anybody  ? 

The  husband  was  not  with  her. 


4304.  If  there  was  land  possessed  by  her,  must  not  it  have  been  by  law  the 
land  of  the  husband  and  not  the  wife? 


Yes ; but  she  being  in  possession  of  land,  being  a landholder,  and  enjoying 
the  benefit  of  it,  I considered  that  I was  not  justified  in  giving  her  relief. 


4305.  I want  to  know  this : was  the  husband  called  for  and  examined  as  to 
that  fact  ? 

He  was  absent  from  the  country  at  the  time. 


4306.  Had  you  many  cases  of  that  description? 

It  was  a common  practice  for  a husband  to  go  to  England  and  elsewhere,  and 
leave'  his  family  on  the  rate. 

4307.  Was  not  there  a sealed  order  to  extend  out-door  relief  to  the  families  of 
those  who  were  in  the  custody  of  the  law  ? 

Yes. 


4308.  Had  you  many  cases  of  that  description  ? 

No,  very  few. 

4309.  There  were  many  instances  of  persons  going  away  and  leaving  their 
families,  and  going  to  England,  for  instance  ? 

\ es,  many ; in  fact,  that  is  quite  a trade,  husbands  absconding  and  leaving 
their  families  ; they  going  about  looking  for  work,  and  leaving  their  families  on 
the  Union. 

4310.  Were  there  many  cases  you  had  reason  to  know  of  persons  applying 
for  relief  under  the  character  of  widows,  where  you  might  doubt  their  widow- 
hood? 

(170.  16,)  r r 4 No, 
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No,  I think  not ; the  Relieving  Officers  are  well  acquainted  with  the  great 
mass  of  persons  in  the  community,  and  institute  as  strict  an  inquiry  as  they 
can. 

4311.  Did  you  detect  any  of  those  cases  ? 

No,  I think  not  -a  and  if  they  were  detected,  they  would  be  very  few  indeed. 


The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  he  adjourned  sine  die. 
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Die  Martis,  1 6°Julii  1850. 


THE  LORD  BEAUMONT  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  GEORGE  LITTLE  is  called  in,  and  examined  as  follows  : 

4312.  WHERE  do  you  live  ? 

I live  in  Mohill. 

4313.  What  is  your  line  of  life  ? 

I keep  the  Mohill  Hotel. 

4314.  Were  you  acquainted  with  a man  of  the  name  of  Armstrong  who  was 
brought  over  to  be  examined  by  this  Committee  ? 

He  was  married  to  my  wife’s  sister,  and  he  has  lived  in  my  house  the  last 
eight  months,  till  he  came  here. 

4315.  Did  you  see  him  and  Captain  Wynne  lately  in  company  together  ? 
Captain  Wynne  was  in  my  house  along  with  him;  it  -was  before  the  10th  of 

June  ; Captain  Wynne  was  also  there  after  the  10th  of  June. 

4316.  Did  you  hear  anything  that  passed  between  them  ? 

Nothing  except  what  I heard  from  Armstrong. 

4317.  When  did  you  hear  that  from  Armstrong? 

Prior  to  his  coming  here. 

4318.  And  after  Captain  Wynne  had  been  there? 


4319.  Will  you  state  what  passed  between  him  and  Captain  Wynne'? 
rS,me  that  he  was  coming  over  here  to  be  examined  as  a witness  for 
Captain  Y ynne,  and  that  Captain  Wynne  was  to  get  him  a fine  situation. 


4320.  It  was  Armstrong  that  told  you  this  ? 
It  was. 


4ecLftttysSo~iCati°n  M aU>  3fter  ArmstronS  “ 

I never  saw  Armstrong  since  be  left. 


here, 


4322.  Did  you  see  any  letters  he  wrote  ? 
He  wrote  a letter  to  his  wife  stating  that. 

4323.  Did  you  see  it  ? 

I did. 


4324.  Do  you  know  his  handwriting  ? 
Yes. 


4325.  You  are  quite  sure  that  that  was  a letter  from  him? 
Perfectly. 

4326.  Did  you  see  one  letter,  or  more? 

I only  read  one. 

4327.  There  was  another  letter  that  you  did  not  see? 

Yes. 

070.17.)  ss 


4328.  What 
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4328.  What  was  the  letter  that  you  did  see ; to  whom  was  it  addressed  ? 

His  wife. 

4329.  What  was  stated  in  that  letter  ? 

That  Captain  Wynne  was  to  provide  him*  a situation ; that  there  was  a situa- 
tion near  Dublin,  where  he  was  then  himself ; but  that  he  thought  it  better  not 
to  get  him  that  situation,  because  he  would  get  him  a better. 

4330.  Where  was  that  letter  written  from  ? 

As  well  as  I remember,  it  was  written  from  Dublin  ; it  might  not  be  so. 

4331.  After  his  return  from  appearing  before  the  Committee  here? 

No ; before  his  coming  here. 

4332.  What  was  the  reason  why  Armstrong  was  deprived  of  his  situation  in 
the  workhouse  ? 

I cannot  say. 

4333.  Was  he  deprived  of  his  situation? 

I think  it  was  Captain  Haymes  that  deprived  him  of  his  situation. 

4334.  He  was  deprived  of  his  situation  ? 

He  was.  He  was  master  of  the  auxiliary  workhouse,  in  a place  called  James- 
town. 

4335.  You  say  that  you  know  that  he  was  deprived  of  his  situation  ? 

I do  not  know  why  he  was  deprived  of  it.  His  wife  died  in  it,  and  he 
married  a second  wife  immediately  after  ; and  he  left  it  a few  days  before  he  was 
married. 

4336.  Did  he  leave  his  situation,  or  was  he  deprived  of  it? 

I cannot  say ; he  would  be  very  sorry  to  leave  it. 

4337.  Was  anybody  appointed  after  him? 

There  were  two  since. 

4338.  You  say  that  he  would  be  very  sorry  to  leave  it  ? 

He  had  no  situation  in  the  world  but  that. 

4339.  Do  you  know  why  he  left  that  situation  in  the  Jamestown  Work- 
house  ? 

I heard  him  say  that  his  wife  had  fallen  sick,  and  that  his  wife  died  afterwards, 
and  that  his  sister-in-law  had  got  sick,  and  he  married  and  left  it. 

4340.  Did  Armstrong  tell  you  anything  since  he  came  home  respecting  what 
had  passed  in  this  Committee  ? 

1 did  not  see  him. 

4341.  Did  he  communicate  to  you  the  nature  of  the  evidence  he  had  given 
here,  or  what  the  effect  of  it  was  ? 

No  ; he  did  not. 

4342.  Did  he  in  any  letter  that  you  know  of? 

Not  in  any  letter  that  I have  seen. 

4343.  You  know  Captain  Wynne  personally  ? 

Yes. 

4344.  Do  you  know  a girl  of  the  name  of  Foley,  who  was  once  a pauper  at 
Carrick-on-Shannon  ? 

That  was  in  the  year  1848  ; I left  Carrick  in  that  year. 

4345.  Do  you  recollect  her  ? 

I do. 

4346.  Will  you  state  what  you  know  about  her  ? 

I was  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  one  night  in  the  month  of  June. 

4347.  Were  you  living  at  Carrick  then  ? 

I was.  I saw  a girl  of  the  name  of  Foley  walking  with  Captain  Wynne  up 
the  street  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  about  eleven  o’clock  at  night.  They  went 
about  the  barrack  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  which  is  a more  private  part  than  the 
Street;  then  they  went  along  the  mail-coach  road,  X saw  her  leaning  upon  his 

arm, 
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arm,  and  I saw  that  they  attempted  to  get  into  a field.  I thought  it  was  an 
acquaintance  of  mine,  and  I went  up  to  them,  and  as  soon  as  I had  seen  them 
I went  back  again  ; and  when  I came  back  about  30  or  40  paces  I saw  them 
both  get  into  the  field,  and  that  is  all  that  I saw. 

4348.  She  was  linked  in  his  arm  ? 

Yes ; leaning  on  his  arm. 

4349.  When  was  this  ? 

In  May  or  June  1848. 

4350.  Was  he  at  that  time  Inspector  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  ? 

He  was. 

4351.  Was  she  a pauper  at  that,  time  ? 

She  was  either  a pauper,  or  receiving  out-door  relief. 

4352.  Do  you  know  that  yourself? 

She  was  receiving  out-door  relief  at  that  time. 

4353.  Do  you  know  that  she  was  receiving  relief  at  the  time  when  you  saw 
this? 

I heard  say  that  she  was  receiving  relief  at  that  time,  and  a few  days  before 
and  afterwards.  I knew  her  to  be  a beggar-woman,  and  her  father  was  a poor 
man  also.  They  lived  in  the  country  where  I lived.  I often  saw  them  pass  the 
drapers. 

The  Witness  is  directed  to  withdraw. 


Ordered,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  to  Monday  next, 
One  o’clock. 


(170. 17.) 


b 8 2 APPENDIX. 


Mr.  George  Little. 
l6th  July  1850. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


[ 324 


LIST  OF  APPENDIX. 


Pao*. 
- 325 


A.  Petition  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon 

B.  Correspondence,  showing  the  State  of  the  Union  from  the  time  Captain  Wynne 

took  charge  of  it,  in  November  1847,  to  the  1st  January  1848  . 

C Relief  given  to  Catherine  Foley,  Mary  Baker,  Frances  Cramer  and  others,  from 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Workhouse  _______ 

E.  Extracts  from  Application  Book  and  from  Minutes  of  Proceedings  - 

E-Obseiration  of  Colonel  Clarke  on  the  Report  of  Captain  Haymes,  with  respect  to 

his  Inquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  Bridget  Gibbons  - - - . - - 497 


493 

495 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


[ 325  ] 


APPENDIX. 


Appendix  A. 


To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled; 

The  PETITION  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Sheweth, 

That  the  gross  valuation  of  the  Union  is  59,974 1. 

That,  in  the  month  of  January  1848  the  local  Board  of  Guardians  were  dissolved,  and 
two  paid  officers,  called  Vice-Guardians,  were  appointed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
in  their  places,  with  an  Inspector,  whose  duties  appear  to  have  been  undefined. 

That  these  Vice-Guardians  had  salaries  assigned  to  them  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Union, 
of  250 /.a  year  each,  and  travelling  expenses  ; and,  being  strangers,  had  no  interest  in  the 
well-being  of  the  Union. 

That  the  amount  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Union,  at  the  time  of  their  appointment,  was 
4,615 Z. 

That  these  Vice-Guardians  received  and  disbursed,  during  their  administration,  17,351  l. 
of  Government  advances,  and  in  various  descriptions  of  aid. 

That  a rate  was  made  in  November  1847,  which,  exclusive  of  arrears,  amounted  to 
8,91 8 Z. 

That  they  made  a rate  in  September  1848,  exclusive  of  arrears,  amounting  to  9,537 Z. 

That  they  made  another  rate  in  May  1849,  amounting  to  9,465 Z. 

That  the  aggregate  of  these  sums  which  passed  through  their  hands  (save  rate  arrears), 
during  the  21  months  of  their  administration,  was  45,27  lZ. 

That  such  has  been  the  state  of  exhaustion  of  the  Union,  from  all  this  inconsiderate 
drainage  of  its  capital,  that  5,283  Z.  remains  uncollected  ; and  to  aggravate  this  mischief, 
the  state  of  the  law  has  been  left  so  incomplete  .that  it  is  almost  inoperative  against  persons 
who  are  unwilling  to  pay,  and  who  can  successfully  conceal  the  parties  who  have  the  legal 
title  to  their  estates  vested  in  them.  Notwithstanding  this,  and  that  multitudes  of  those 
persons  who  had  anything  left  in  the  Union  have  fled,  and  are  flying,  to  foreign  countries,  to 
escape  from  their  own,  as  no  longer  fit  to  live  in,  your  petitioners  have  been  compelled’  to 
go  through  the  ceremony  of  imposing  a new  rate,  amounting  to  15,000Z.,  including  the 

arrears  outstanding ; and  although  they  have  more  than  once — as  it  was  their  duty informed 

the  Commissioners  that  it  could  not  be  collected,  and  have  asked  permission  to  levy  it  by 
two  instalments,  that  has  been  refused  them.  J 

That  the  aforesaid  Vice-Guardians  were  displaced  by  the  local  Board  of  Guardians  on 
the  first  of  November  last,  after  having  wasted  the  funds  and  resources  of  the  Union  by 
gross  negligence,  as  will  appear  hereinafter,  up  to  the  last  hour  of  their  official  existence, 
and  had  actually  advertised  to  enter  into  contracts  to  bind  the  local  Board  who  were  to 
succeed  them  on  the  31st  of  October,  the  very  day  that  their  authority  was  to  expire;  but 
were  prevented  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  was  informed  of  it  by  one  of 
your  petitioners. 

That  this  unseemly  course  was  the  less  excusable,  as,  throughout  their  tenure  of  office, 
contracts  of  a most  extravagant  description  were  made  by  them,  the  result  of  which  has 
been  a debt  of  6,500  l.  left  to  the  oppressed  rate-payers  to  defray,  and  for  part  of  which 
there  is  an  execution  in  the  Union  Workhouse;  and  for  other  sums,  such  are  threatened. 

Thatone  ofthese  Vice-Guardians  wasa  person  who  should  neverhave  been  appointed  to  any 
situation  of  trust,  as  he  had  adopted  the  practice  of  dealing,  for  his  own  wants,  with  several 
of  the  persons  who  were  contractors  for  the  supply  of  various  articles  for  the  Union  ; and, 
when  he  was  on  the  point  of  retiring,  was  processed  and  decreed  against  by  five  such 
parties,  and  was  processed  by  another,  for  money  lent,  which  was  paid  previous  to  the 
decree,  and  left  Carrick-on-Shannon,  not  even  paying  his  rent. 

That  the  appointment  of  one  individual  to  be  Inspector,  and  to  act  arbitrarily  over  us, 
will  appear  to  be  equally  reprehensible;  he,  previous  to  his  removal,  compelled  one  of  the 
Relieving  Officers,  in  despite  of  remonstrance,  to  place  on  the  relief  list  a woman  of  bad 
character,  with  whom  he  was  cohabiting;  and,  on  the  Relieving  Officer  refusing  to  do  so, 
and  informing  him  that  she  held  ground,  and  was  not  in  need  of  out-door  relief,  lie  persisted 
in  bringing  the  case  before  the  Vice-Guardians,  who  ordered  her  relief;  and  this  was  done  on 
three  several  occasions.  That  an  investigation  was  demanded  of  the  Commissioners  upon 
this  immorality,  and  evaded  by  them. 

Your  Lordships  will  judge,  by  this  depraved  instance,  of  the  temper  of  this  officer’s 
administration  of  other  men’s  resources. 

That  to  such  an  extreme  of  disorganization  had  the  workhouse  arrived,  on  your  petitioners 
resumption  of  office,  that,  early  in  January,  Colonel  Clarke,  the  Inspector,  by  order,  attended 
(170.  App.)  , s s 3 your 
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your  petitioners’  Board,  and  recommended  that  a general  clearance  of  all  the  officers  (save 
the  Clerk)  should  be  made,  which  your  petitioners  proceeded  to  effect.  The  books  were 
found  to  be  in  such  confusion,  and  such  a system  of  fraud  was  engrafted  into  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  house,  that  the  names  of  upwards  of  196  persons  were  found  to  have  been  on  the 
register  who  were  not  present  in  it;  ana  rations  were  regularly  drawn  for  them,  and  charged 
to  the  Union,  up  to  the  26th  of  January,  when  it  was  discovered,  as  if  they  had  been  present  • 
that  is,  for  six  months  previous  to  that  date  ; and  there  were  84  persons  in  the  house  whose 
names  were  not  on  the  register  at  all. 

That,  on  the  26th  November,  it  was  discovered  that  the  fuel  brought  by  the  contractors 
to  the  house  was  deficient  12  cwt.  in  each  load  ; and,  on  inquiry,  your  petitioners  discovered 
that  this  custom  of  receiving  all  the  supplies  for  this  immense  establishment,  without  any 
check  on  delivery,  had  been  the  general  practice  of  the  Vice-Guardians.  One  coal  contractor 
stated,  that  when  he  proposed  for  the  contract,  he  counted  on  every  ton  of  coal  making  28 
cwt.,  in  the  way  contractors  heretofore  had  supplied  that  article. 

That  the  greatest  laxity  was  found  to  have  prevailed  in  the  execution  of  the  bonds  of  the 
Rate-collectors  and  Relieving  Officers,  and  their  securities. 

That  the  Commissioners  themselves  knew  there  had  been  gross  neglect  in  these  particu- 
lars, because,  in  their  letter  of  the  18th  December  last,  they  express  their  displeasure  at 
“ the  loose  and  negligent  manner  in  which  the  important  business  of  obtaining  proper  secu- 
rities from  the  officers  of  the  Union,  by  the  late  Vice-Guardians,  had  been  conducted.” 

That,  in  the  month  of  January,  it  was  discovered  that  the  milk  contractors  were  in  the 
habit  of  supplying  a spurious  mixture,  in  the  name  of  milk,  to  an  enormous  extent ; and, 
after  the  discovery,  it  appeared  they  had  scarcely  any  pure  milk  to  supply  ; and  then  there 
suddenly  was  made  a report  to  the  Board,  that  there  was  not  milk  enough  even  for  the 
hospital,  in  which  there  were  222  sick,  and  the  aggregate  number  in  the  house  was  1,637 
of  which  355  were  infants  and  children  ; and,  in  the  month  of  October,  your  petitioners 
find  there  were  4,000  quarts  of  sweet  milk  paid  for,  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  per  week. 

That,  on  the  26th  December,  and  while  the  late  master  and  matron  were  as  yet  undis- 
charged, it  was  also  discovered  that  the  straw  in  the  paupers’  beds  had  not  been  changed 
for  seven  months,  and  it  was  so  reported  to  the  Board  ; so  that  from  this  filth,  sickness  aud 
disease  were  rapidly  increasing  : at  this  time  the  contract  was  in  full  force  with  the  Union 
for  a proper  supply  of  straw,  with  the  same  contractor  as  for  fuel. 

That  on  the  newly-appointed  master’s  proceeding  to  take  an  account  of  the  stock, 
clothing  and  furniture  left  in  the  house,  and  comparing  the  number  of  articles  found  with 
those  charged  for  as  having  been  supplied,  4,372  articles  were  found  abstracted  or  wanting; 
but  which  he  was  not  able  to  say.  b 

That  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Board,  on  an  inspection  of  the  clothing  left,  found  it 
all  rotten,  and  mixed  with  the  clothing  of  the  paupers,  stored  on  their  entry ; that  it 
emitted  a smoke  and  foul  exhalation,  and  was  ordered  to  be  turned  out  and  burned  to 
prevent  infection — to  the  value  of  60  l.  ’ 

That  your  petitioners  must  be  permitted  to  remind  your  Lordships,  that  the  expenditure 
ot  the  country,  for  this  all-devouring  Poor  Law,  had  reached  nearly  two  millions  sterling  in 
the  year  1849,  although  the  amount  to  which  the  present  Prime  Minister  pledged  himself, 
in  the  year  1836,  when  he  introduced  the  measure,  was,  that  it  should  not  exceed  ;>60  000/ 
v t0  ^ your  Petitl0I?e,rs  considered  his  faith  was  pledged,  when,  upon  that 
representation,  he  induced  your  Lordships  to  adopt  the  measure.  1 

opinions  of  the  entire 

„ 2?**  p,ettb°”.ers  *™.  confident  they  have  only  been  able  to  bring  to  light  a small 
portion  of  the  fraud,  imposition  and  plunder  of  which  they  have  been  the>ictim!  ; but  they 
“e  andhiavJv™6  to  convince  the  conscience  of  your  Lordships  that  they 

are,  and  have  been  deplorably  oppressed;  and  as  they  are  not  only  willing,  but  anxious  to 
prove  every  syllab  e advanced  in  this  petition  before  your  Lordships  they  “nst  your 
Lordships  will  not,  in  future,  give  credence  to  general  assertions  of  improvement “I  n,  o - 

Se  MhSm ofth7r,h,C  1 ale  0J1VUppl'ed  by  P“'60M  inte™ted,  to  deceive  the  respon- 
Bible  Mmsters  of  the  Crown,  one  of  whom,  your  petitioners  learned,  was  induced  at  the  close 
of  last  Session,  to  state  to  Parliament,  that  the  Poor  Law  was  “ working  well  in  Ireland  ” 
while,  m fact,  ,n  the  west  and  south  it  has  been  working  its  ruin  S * 

pray’ that  the  authors  of  these  calamities,  be  they  who  they  mav 
will  allowP'  y t0  aCC°'mt'  aid  t0  justice'  by  aI1  the  means  constitution 

Your  petitioners  also  pray,  as  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  of  Her  Maiesty  that  thev  may 

»iiesrp,:t  wra™7drry  of- 1 p°°r  sw  ***  aisx 

coil  itself,  as  it  were,  around  their  existence.  A provision  for  the  aged  sick  and  imnntcnt  j. 
indispensable  m a Christian  country;  but  all  beyond  that  is  quite  Suited  to  iSd  and 

k1nrb.eea,!yCed  “fy  h?  by,the  ravmSs  of  English  theorists,  orthe  schemes  of  needy  specu- 
lators,  anxious  to  fasten  themselves  upon  the  public  nurse  The  e-vaitm/i  i y p e 
Christian  charity  has  been  poisoned  bPy  Id 

population  deteriorated  for  half  a century  to  come.  b morals  ot  the 

That  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  state,  that  from  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  the  Vic. 

f January  l*8*  UP  t0  the  time  of  their  removal^  O ctober  1849 
being  a period  of -1  months,  your  petitioners  had  no  power  of  interfering  in  their  own  affairs’ 
or  ot  correcting  any  of  the  ruinous  abuses  set  forth  in  this  their  petition  • and  that  vmir 
petitioners,  from  the  time  of  their  taking  office,  on  the  1st  November* last,  have,  by  constant 

and 
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and  assiduous  attention  to  the  business  of  the  Union,  been  able  to  discover  at  the  dates 
above  set  forth,  those  abuses,  and  no  sooner. 

That  your  petitioners  beg  to  submit  to  your  Lordships  the  expediency  of  having  such 
changes  made  in  the  existing  Poor  Law  for  Ireland,  as  to  your  Lordships  may  seem  accom- 
modated to  the  existing  circumstances  and  difficulties  of  the  country.  All  which  is 
submitted.  J 


Westmeath,  Chairman. 

Wm.  Lloyd,  Vice-Chairman,  D.  L. 
Charles  R.  Peyton,  D.  V.  C. 

A.  J.  V.  L.  Birchall,  J.  P. 

Thomas  M'Dermott. 

Bernard  Kennedy. 

Douglas  Boyd. 

William  M'.Donnell. 

Michael  M'Garry. 

Francis  O'Beirne,  J.  P.,  D.  L. 
Thomas  Kirkwood,  J.  P. 

H.  G.  Byrne,  J.  P. 

F.  La  Touche,  J.  P. 

J ohn  Cox. 

Patrick  Browne. 

Joseph  E.  Backhouse. 

Horatio  N.  Lawder,  J.  P. 

Nicholas  Balfe,  J.  P. 


Charles  Cox,  J.  P. 

Gilbert  Hogg,  J.  P. 

John  Hogg. 

John  Conry,  J.  P 
Robert  Lynch. 

James  Kirkwood,  J.  P. 
Arthur  O’Connor,  J.  P. 

Pat.  Barry. 

Farrell  Berreen. 

Farrell  B.  M'Keon. 

Bernard  O’Beirne. 

Pierce  Simpson,  J.  P.,  D.  L. 
Francis  M'Keon. 

Michael  Barrett. 

Michael  Dowd. 

John  Reynolds  Peyton,  D.  L. 
Joseph  Johnston,  J.  P. 
Robert  Devenish,  J.  P. 
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Appendix  B. 


No.  I. 

CORRESPONDENCE,  showing  the  State  of  the  Union  from  the  time  Captain 
Wynne  took  charge  of  it,  in  November  1847,  to  the  1st  January  1848. 
Great  Distress. 

Difficulty  in  procuring  Collectors. 

Absence  of  Funds. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Wynne: — November  17,  1847. 

I AM  to  forward  a copy  of  a resolution  of  the  Guardians,  in  which  they  request  a loan  of 
300  A to  provide  for  the  immediate  wants  of  the  workhouse ; and  I am  to  state,  that  the 
Commissioners  cannot  assist  the  Guardians  m obtaining  the  loan  required,  but  trust  that  bv 
immediately  issuing  warrants  to  the  new  collectors,  oh  the  execution  of  their  bonds,  means 
payersVldmg  ^ ^ SUpp0rt  0 the  destltute  poor  may  be  at  once  obtained  from  the  rate- 

TT,lh„e  ,,ecom.mfd  ft*‘  Guardians  should  publish  a notice  through  the 

Dmon,  announcing  the  appointment  of  the  new  collectors,  stating  the  condition  of  thework- 
re  femns  ?°.  *!le  wa“ts  of  th“  destitute  poor,  now  solely  dependent  on  the  rate-payers 
e"J°miI1K  the  rale-payers  to  pay  the  sums  due  by  them  with  the  promptitude 
which  the  occasion  and  their  moral  and  legal  obligations  demand.  P 

Enclosure. 

Extract  from  Gdareians’  Minutes  of  the  13th  November  1847. 

"Resolved, —That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
with  a request  for  the  loan  of  300/.  until  the  present  rate  is  put  in  collection,  as  otherwise 
the  result  would  be  that  the  house  would  be  closed.  The  immense  amount  of  the  moBt 
SSr  r bh  lXIStS  re1mJm  absolutely  that  immediate  assistance  be  given  to  many 
not  at  present  in  the  house ; and  as  the  rate  is  a large  one,  and  so  large  a portion  of  it  is 
payable  by  the  proprietors  the  funds  must  be  very  soon  available ; bu/we  know  not  where 
to  obtain  even  smalt  funds  to  enable  us  to  receive  into  the  house  the  very  worst  cases  of 
destitution  until  then  We,  therefore,  earnestly  request  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to 
take  our  application  for  this  loan  into  their  most  serious  consideration,” 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — November  20,  1847. 

PoorTaw^stabElT6  “t wiUl  my  short  and  limited  acquaintance  with  the 
which  I find  evervthi  m / In0.n’  .to  enter  into  details  as  regards  the  condition  in 
rnising  a1 Ze its  COnaeCted  Wlth  “•  « the  which  mayLve  led  to  so  unpro- 

(170.4pp.)  bs4  Ifind 
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I find  the  Guardians  in  debt  upwards  of  4,700  Z. ; law  proceedings  already  in  progress 
against  them  by  some  of  their  creditors  ; the  remainder  clamorous  for  payment;  large  num- 
bers of  paupers  refused  admittance  to  the  workhouse,  and  the  allowance  of  the  children, 
at  present  inmates,  curtailed  beyond  what  I consider  justifiable;  the  house  requiring  some 
repairs  before  winter  sets  in,  and  a sum  of  13 1.  5s.  3d.  to  meet  their  demands  and  provide 
for  the  ensuing  week. 

Nothing  but  prompt  and  energetic  steps  will  meet  the  emergency,  and  the  Commissioners 
may  depend  on  such  Deing  taken  without  delay. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — November  27, 1847. 

In  consequence  of  my  recent  arrival  in  this  Union,  and  of  the  very  imperfect  knowledge 
I possessed  of  its  present  condition  and  future  prospects,  I did  not  write  a report  on  this 
day  week.  I have,  however,  since  availed  myself  of  every  opportunity  to  acquire  information, 
and  make  such  prospective  arrangements  as,  I hope,  will  accelerate  the  collection  of  the 
rates,  and  lead  to  the  improvement  of  the  establishment,  wherever  the  condition  of  our  funds 
will  enable  us  to  carry  out  those  arrangements. 

This  week  my  time  has  been  entirely  occupied  between  the  workhouse  and  in  visiting- 
such  portions  of  the  Union  as  I was  enabled  to  reach ; in  doing  which  I took  occasion  to 
call  on  such  persons  as  I considered  possessed  local  influence,  explaining  to  them  that  the 
rates  were  now  the  sole  source  to  which  they  could  look  for  relief  of  the  multitudes  of  desti- 
tute at  present  crowding  the  roads  in  every  direction,  and  soliciting  their  countenance  and 
support  on  behalf  of  the  collectors. 

In  most  cases  I received  rather  encouraging  promises. 

I also  availed  myself  of  these  opportunities  of  visiting  the  several  schools  situate  in  the 
localities  through  which  I passed,  and  of  obtaining  such  information  as  is  required  by  the 
British  Relief  Association,  to  whom  I this  day  forward  a report. 

With  respect  to  the  workhouse,  its  condition  would  be  highly  discreditable  to  the  master 
and  the  other  officers  immediately  connected  with  its  management,  but  that  almost  all  the 
requisites  for  putting  it  in  proper  order  are  wanting,  and  have  been  frequently  applied  for  to 
the  Guardians  in  vain. 

It  is  necessary  to  have  three  breakfasts,  and  as  many  dinners  per  day,  in  consequence  of 
there  being  only  one-third  of  tins,  &c.,  required  even  for  the  comparatively  small  number  at 
present  in  the  house. 

The  urine  tubs  are  out  of  order,  and  fast  going  to  pieces  ; and  cause  great  inconvenience. 

The  rain  comes  in  in  various  directions,  and  the  pipes  and  cocks  are  so  much  out  of  order 
that  the  boilers  overflow  of  a wet  day,  producing  great  inconveuience  and  disorder. 

In  the  grounds  there  is  a field  for  the  employment,  fully  and  advantageously,  of  such  of 
the  paupers  as  are  able  to  work ; but  there  are  no  implements. 

The  master  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  a man  of  orderly  habits,  but  seems  zealous  and  anxious 
to  improve,  and  certainly  he  has  not  had  a fair  trial  heretofore. 

I this  day  called  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  the  necessity  that  exists  for  immediately 
supplying  implements  for  the  execution  of  a work,  the  further  neglect  of  which  seriously 
threatens  the  health  of  the  house  ; I allude  to  the  covering  of  the  graves,  which  were  never 
sufficiently  covered,  the  effects  being  already  perceptible,  in  consequence  of  the  cracking  of 
the  ground  and  holes  made  by  the  rats.  b 

The  Guardians  plead  want  of  funds ; and  such  is  the  state  of  their  credit,  that  the  local 
printer  refuses  to  print  the  necessary  notices  if  not  paid  in  cash. 

Books  are  also  required,  more  than  half  the  children  being  obliged  to  sit  idle  for  want  of 
them. 

I fear  the  new  collectors  will  meet  with  considerable  difficulty  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  but  they  appear  determined  to  act  firmly  and  vigorously,  particularly  Mr  Lynch 
who  has  advanced  this  day  100/.,  which  he  is  to  repay  himself,  and  which  will  enable  us’ 
to  go  on  for  some  time. 

1 understand  the  ex-collectors  are  using  their  influence  to  get  una  systematic  opposition 
and  one  of  the  collectors  is  giving  receipts  for  arrears  from  an  old  receipt-book  which  he 
retained  in  his  possession  at  the  time  of  his  dismissal;  this  man’s  sureties  are  not  to  be 
found. 

We  have  posted  notices  that  all  future  receipts  will  require  the  initials  of  the  clerk,  but  if 
he  antedates,  we  have  no  remedy  but  by  a comparison  with  his  arrear  sheets,  which  have  been 
found  alieady  to  be  incorrect.  I have  had  the  attention  of  the  police  directed  to  this  man. 

I have  forwarded  some  queries  to  the  secretary,  arising  out  of  cases  likely  to  occur  in  the 
informeT  °f  ^ rat6S’  °Q  which  5t  is  necessary tliat  tbe  collectors  should  be  thoroughly 

I anticipate  very  great  pressure  on  the  house  the  moment  it  is  opened,  which  at  present 
Unio111101  be  Said  t0  be’  Jn  faCt’ tIie  P°°r  LaWS  cannot  be  said  t0  be  »»  operation  in  this 

There  are  now  wandering  about  the  Union  about  1,600  persons,  most  of  whom  have  given 
up  their  houses  and  lands,  and  are  only  waiting  for  admittance  to  the  house  ; and,  indeed 
they  appear  to  be  legitimate  objects.  The  numbers  are  stated  to  me  much  higher,  but  in 
my  calculation  there  are  no  able-bodied,  or  any  persons  on  whom  the  workhouse  test  would 
be  likely  to  operate. 

We  were  enabled  to  admit  a large  number  to-day,  as  will  appear  from  the  minutes. 

Much 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS  OF  CARRICK-ON-SHANNON  UNION. 


329 


Much  inconvenience  will  arise  from  want  of  clothing  for  the  adults 
.In  conclusion,  I must  say  the  Chairman  appeared  willing  to  adopt  every  suogeslion  of 
""  ™ tl,ere  any  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  assembled  this  fay  Seve- 
ral small  bills  were  paid  and  credit  considerably  re-established,  and  provision  made  fertile 
wants  of  the  ensuing  week. 

Tradesmen  were  also  desired  to  furnish  estimates  on  Saturday  neat,  for  the  necessary 
repairs  to  be  done  to  the  house,  and  implements  have  been  ordered  to  employ  the  palmers  to 
a certain  extent.  1 J 1 * 

On  the  whole,  I feel  satisfied  with  the  day’s  proceedings. 


Captain  Wynne  to- the  Commissioners  : — December  4, 1847. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  No.  39,438,  D.  /47  : and  in 
reference  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners  contained  therein  respecting  the  ex- 
collector of  poor-rates  in  this  Union,  I have  to  state  that  the  steps  recommended  have  been 
already  taken,  and  that  the  local  police  have  directions  to  keep  a strict  watch  on  his  move- 
ments. r 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Wynne  : — December  4,1848. 

oferfTe  toJour  lettTeTr  of  the  2d  insta"t.  that,  iu  the  very  peculiar  and 
S i ' *tate  / -the  Camck-on-Shannon  Union,  the  Commissioners  will  make  peculiar  exer- 
J,  I!11  !S  p.08®!ble  Ti°  .mduce  four  individuals  from  Dublin  to  undertake  the 

on  the  Jihip^a^eflC°-le|Ct01  Union*  andtbe  Commissioners  will  communicate  with  you 

on  tne  subject  definitely  on  Monday  next.  J 


Mr.  Lynch  to  the  Commissioners  November  14, 1847. 

y°.m'  “””r°ati0“  to  InsPfict'ng  Officers  and  Guardians  the  anxiety  of  the 
Commiss  oners  to  have  the  poor-rates  collected  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  in  order  to 

Zt  "J,  he  "XT?  Ty  } ‘a  k-e  ’“Tf  40  suf  I fot  «"*-  consideration  a matter 

oertv  in  it  T J te"ds,  t°.r?t?rd  ,lts  collection  f For  instance,  on  Mr.  Barton’s  pro- 
pe  ty,  the  Tnmna  electoral  division  in  this  Union,  where  none,  if  any  rates,  have  been 
pa‘d,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  parties  really  liable  to  pay,  as  Mr  Barton 

dead  Pbr^nrhr°r,^iade  P-'^^of  this  land  to  parties  all  of  wL£  are Tong  since 

dead  but  pnoi  to  their  death  they  so  snb-divided  their  land  that  the  valuator  valued  the 
greater  number  of  their  present  holdings  under  41.,  which  makes  it  impossible  to  collect 

ofZ  orfebSl  P’  eSe"‘  °“Tt'T  ! “w  “ 14  posdble  to  ascertain  who  the  heirs  or  assigns 
of  the  original  lessees  are,  and  I hear  Mr,  Barton  refuses  to  pay,  on  the  grounds  that  the 

oftera T 't  ” f?1™06'  . S^1'  a state  °f  ‘tings  is  a bad  example  in  a neighbourhood Is 
others  do .not  wish  to  pay  while  such  escape.  The  remedy  I would  suggest  is  to  vet  such 
Kbfefn  ? the,  k'V  a,8  "onW.nsfte  the  parties  in  the  actual  receipt  of  the  profit  rent 
thrir  rig  to  * leav,nB  m ‘to"'  power  to  charge  the  occSpiers,  shiuld  it  be 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  4, 1847. 

As  it  appears  that  Mr.  Barton  is  rated  in  tile  rate-books,  he  is  liable  for  the  rate 
v.n*tT’th  .*?  Same  t0.  sla?e.  lha‘  CaPta'“  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspeoto) 
aunb rtd  to  f ‘ appears,  I™”  '"a"'™3  ™hlch  he  has  niade,  that  'Mr.  Barton  has  neve?  bee: 
3P  d of  h..  liability,  m consequence  of  the  collector  having  been  a tenan 

immXte1yZ  L?n7ap?l  JCany  leaS°n  ,or  supP“i“5  «>“  Mr.  Barton  will  not  pa; 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — November  27  1847 
tion  Eeon?-4  10  y°"  followillS  9Mries<  aad  *»  yonr  earliest  infonna- 

1.  The  owner  of  the  land  and  the  occupier  are  named  in  the  rate-book  dated  184-i  Th* 
occupier  ,s  valued  under  4 I. ; both  partii  assert  the  existence  of  a Zddltman  butreS? 
to  show  leases,  or  inform  the  collector  who  he  is.  The  owner,  up  to  the  pre?ert  fim?  hZ 
feomTm  C?n  the  °e‘  ,S“  Z"6  ““I  in  “■ e rafr-b°ok’  a”ba'a  ‘he  rates  eve?  been  demanded 
fo?  toeTxnhsbo^of  ^ j b””.  >e  ba™g  appeared,  or  must  he  wait 

o LeT,at,01\?ff0Ur  moi,ths’ and  then  proceed  against  the  occupier? 

or  a pauper  ?hC  C°  6Ct°r  proCeed  as  above  in  tbe  event  ofthe  middle-man  being  an  absentee 
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Reply  to  the  above : — December  3, 1847. 

In  the  year  to  which  you  refer,  1842,  the  owner  or  immediate  lessor  was  not  liable  for 
the  rate,  as  he  has  been,  since  24th  August  1843,  on  tenements  not  exceeding  4/.  value,  held 
at  will  or  on  lease  made  after  the  latter  date.  In  rates  signed  subsequently  to  such  latter 
date,  the  immediate  lessor  of  the  holdings  referred  to  is  liable  without  being  expressly 
named,  the  law  only  requiring,  in  case  of  doubt,  that  the  title  “ immediate  lessor”  should  be 
inserted  in  the  column  for  name.  This  will  enable  a collector  to  recover  from  the  proper 
party,  whenever  discovered ; but  if  not  known,  this  can  only  arise  through  collusion  of  the 
occupier  who  refuses  to  disclose  the  name ; and  in  such  a case  it  would  be  proper  to  enforce 
the  rate  from  the  occupier  by  the  power  which  the  law  gives  for  that  object. 

If  a person  be  named  in  the  rate  as  immediate  lessor,  and  shall  not  have  appealed  within 
four  months,  he  may  be  sued  for  the  sum  assessed. 

If  the  immediate  lessor  be  an  insolvent  person,  or  reside  altogether  out  of  Ireland,  there 
is  no  other  way  of  recovering  the  rate  but  “by  requiring  the  occupier  to  pay  it  out  of  the  rout, 
pursuant  to  the  3d  section  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Viet.,  c.  92. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  4,  1847. 

I have  been  employed  this  week  principally  in  making  prospective  arrangements,  with  a 
view  to  the  establishment  of  cleanliness,  order,  and  system  in  the  workhouse,  and  in 
acquiring  such  a knowledge  of  the  Union  as  will  be  of  importance  whenever  the  necessity 
for  out-door  relief  may  arise,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  Union  will  admit  of  its 
administration. 

I have  also  taken  advantage  of  any  opportunity  that  offered,  to  acquire  any  information 
that  I considered  useful,  in  carrying  out  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  British  Relief 
Association. 

Heretofore,  I have  been  unable  to  effect  improvement  to  any  extent  in  the  workhouse, 
being  met  on  all  occasions  with  the  excuse  of  not  having  the  proper  means  furnished  for  the 
establishment  and. maintenance  of  order,  regularity,  and  system. 

I have,  however,  been  enabled  to  procure  a supply  of  implements  from  the  stores  of  the 
Board  of  Works  in  this  town,  on  the  undertaking  of  the  Guardians  that  they  shall  be  paid 
for  immediately,  on  the  acquisition  of  funds. 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive,  from  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  that  the  workhouse  is  almost  wholly  dependent  on  the  rates  to  be  paid  in,  in 
the  course  of  next  week,  for  its  support  during  that  week ; and  that  the  Guardiuus  have 
adopted  a resolution  to  the  effect  that  any  rate-payer  paying  his  liability  into  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer  on  or  before  next  Saturday  will  receive  their  best  thanks,  and  be  allowed  the 
poundage  which  they  have  agreed  to  give  the  collectors  when  appointed,  viz.,  2 s.  6 d.  in 
the  pound. 

Letters  have  been  written  to  the  largest  rate-payers  in  the  Union,  specifying  the  amount 
of  their  respective  liabilities.  I am  of  opinion  that  a sufficient  sum  will  be  received  under 
this  resolution  to  meet  our  present  exigencies,  though  not  sufficient  to  render  the  acceptance 
of  the  office  of  collector  less  desirable. 

The  Commissioners  will  also  perceive  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  directed  adver- 
tisements to  be  inserted  in  the  Dublin  papers,  with  a view  to  induce  some  non-resident  candi- 
dates to  offer  themselves  as  collectors  for  the  Union,  perfectly  coinciding  in  opinion  with  me, 
that  even  the  fullest  assurance  of  protection  during  the  process  of  collecting  the  rates,  will  not 
induce  local  collectors  to  discharge  their  duties  vigorously,  as  their  clanger  would  by  no 
means  cease  with  their  duties,  but  being  bound  to  the  country  by  the  tics  of  property  or 
other  circumstances,  they  would  he  constantly  exposed  to  those  persons  who  might  consider 
themselves  aggrieved. 

Not  so,  however,  the  stranger.  He  might  leave  the  country  when  his  business  was 
finished,  returning  when  again  required. 

I do  not  believe  that  a continuance  of  this  system  would  be  at  all  necessary,  as  I am  of 
opinion  that  the  opposition  of  the  rate-payers  in  this  Union  arises  more  from  bad  habits 
contracted  under  the  late  collectors,  than  from  any  inveterate  antipathy  to  the  principle  of 
poor-rates;  and  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  demonstrate  that  the  rates  must  be  paid,  to 
insure  a future  facility  of  collecting  them. 


Reply  to  the  above : —December  6, 1847. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  in  inserting  advertisements  for  collectors  in  the  Dublin  newspapers. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  Commissioners  are  endeavouring  to  induce  individuals  who  have 
been  employed  in  the  constabulary  force  to  offer  themselves  as  candidates. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Wynne  : — December  8, 1847. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
applied  to  the  Inspector-general  of  the  constabulary  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 

• • late 
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late  head  and  other  constables  who  have  been  superannuated  under  favourable  circumstances  Cmick-on-Shannon 
with  a view  to  their  being  offered  the  collection  of  poor-rates  in  Unions  where  their  services  Union. 

can  he  made  available.  The  addresses  of  two,  named  at  foot,  have  been  received  to-day  • 

and  the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  notify  to  each  your  readiness  to  recommend 
them  for  appointment  as  collectors  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  stating  the  poundage 
to  be  allowed,  and  the  probable  amount  of  rate  which  each  would  be  authorized  to  collect 
witl)  the  amount  of  security  that  would  be  required,  and  requesting  an  immediate  communi- 
cation from  them. 

Thomas  Jennings,  Kildysart,  County  Clare. 

Daniel  White,  Kilmacthomas,  County  Waterford. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  9, 1847. 

I have  communicated  with  Messrs.  F.  Jennings  and  D.  White,  notifying  to  them  my 
readiness  to  recommend  their  appointment  to  the  office  of  collectors  of  poor-rates  for  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

I have  also  stated  the  amount  which  each  would  be  authorized  to  collect  under  the 
warrants  now  prepared,  together  with  the  poundage  that  will  he  allowed. 

I have  also  stated  the  security  required,  to  be  500  l.,  and  two  sureties  of  500 1.  each. 

A question  may  be  raised  by- the  Guardians  as  to  the  solvency  of  the  sureties  offered, 
should  they  be  resident  in  any  distant  part  of  the  country  and  unknown  to  the  Guardians  • 
this  and  every  other  circumstance  likely  to  cause  delay  should  be  guarded  against,  as  the 
difficulty  in  the  collection  .of  the  rates  will  increase  as  the  tangible  property  of  the  rate- 
payers decreases.  They  are  at  present  sending  to  market  as  fast  as  possible,  and  for  this 
•reason  I think  it  would  be  advisable  to  appoint  four  collectors.  Mr.  Tottenham,  who  has 
been  acting  as  district  accountant  under  the  Board  of  Works,  has  applied  as  a candidate. 
•I  think  him  well  suited  for  the  office,  being  active,  energetic,  and  apparently  determined  to 
discharge  the  duties ; he  is  a native  of  Wales,  and  in  no  way  tied  to  this  country  longer  than 
he  is  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Wynne  : — December  10,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  sanction  the  appointment  of  any  four  persons 
chosen  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  whom  you  may  recommend  to  be  employed  as 
collectors. 

A further  list  of  superannuated  constables  of  police,  this  day  received  from  Colonel 
M‘Gregor,  is  enclosed  herewith. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  11,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  considerable 
. improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Union,  as  also  in  the  condition 
of  the  workhouse,  although  it  is  still  far  from  what  I could  wish  it. 

With  regard  to  the  funds,  up  to  this  day  rates  have  been  paid  in  to  the  amount  of 
307  l.  10  s.  11  d.  The  Guardians  have  extended  the  time  specified  in  the  resolution,  under 
which  the  above  sum  has  been  paid,  to  Saturday,  the  18th  instant ; which,  I have  no  doubt, 
will  bring  in  a large  sum. 

The  money  already  paid  has  enabled  the  Guardians  to  satisfy  several  urgent  claims,  and 
has,  to  a certain  extent,  re-established  their  credit,  from  the  total  loss  of  which  it  has  been 
exceedingly  difficult  to  procure  supplies  for  the  house  from  day  to  day.  I trust,  however, 
all  difficulty  on  this  score  is  now  at  an  end. 

With  respect  to  the  state  of  the  house,  disc-pline,  order  and  cleanliness  do  not  progress  so 
rapidly  as  I conceive  they  ought. 

An  ample  supply  of  implements  of  all  sorts  has  been  furnished  to  the  master,  and  there 
is  ample  scope  to  employ  the  able-bodied  paupers  usefully;  and  I hope,  when  they  shall 
be  fully  employed,  the  master  will  not  find  the  same  difficulty  in  obtaining  order  that  he 
now  finds. 

I have  recommended  him  to  organize  a staff  of  assistants  of  both  sexes,  from  the  best- 
conducted  of  the  inmates  of  the  house,  in  order  that  he  may  have  more  time  to  keep  up  his 
books,  which  are  again  in  arrear.  Heretofore,  the  Believing  Officers  have  thrown  unneces- 
sary labour  on  him,  leaving  him.  to  obtain  as  best  he  might  that  information  which  was 
necessary  to  make  out  his  registry  of  admissions,  and  which  it  was  their  duty  to  have  fuir- 
'nished  him  with. 

I had,  this  day,  the  101st  and  102d  sections  of  the  1st  and  2d  Viet.,  cap.  56,  read  in 
■presence  of  the  Relieving  and  other  Officers  of  the  establishment,  and  directions  given  to 
Mr.  Peyton  to  proceed  against  the  late  rate-collectors  under  the  above  sections. 

I this  day  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  necessity  that  exists 
for  taking  immediate  steps  to  provide  additional  accommodation,  not  only  for  additional 
paupers  of  the  first  and  second  classes,  who  have  been  heretofore  excluded  for  want  of 
funds,  but  also  with  a view  to  meet  the  case  of  able-bodied  paupers  presenting  them- 
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selves,  when  it  will  be  indispensably  necessary  to  be  able  to  offer  them  accommodation  in 
the  house. 

In  consequence  of  the  large  majority  of  the  present  inmates  of  the  house  having  no 
habitation  of  their  own,  and  there  not  being  any  building  to  be  hired,  in  any  part  of  the 
Union  where  out-door  relief  could  be  afforded  them,  considerable  difficulty  will  be  found, 
in  the  event  I have  above  mentioned,  unless  timely  measures  be  adopted.  "l  have  strongly 
.recommended  the  fitting  up  the  beds  which  have  been  already  erected,  and  the  erection 
of  others  in  addition. 

I also  called  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  to  another  and  a considerable  cause  of  pressure 
on  the  workhouse,  viz.,  the  desertion  of  children.  I have  found  many  cases,  one  of  which  I 
brought  this  day  before  the  Board.  1 myself  found  the  two  little  children  in  question,  in  a 
ditch  some  miles  from  this  town,  apparently  in  a dying  state.  I had  them  brought  to  a 
house  and  taken  care  of;  and  on  their  recovering  sufficiently  to  tell  their  story,  I found  they 
had  been  deserted  by  their  parents.  We  have  discovered  their  retreat,  and  a muo-istrate’s 
warrant  was  issued  against  them.  n 

I hope  to  be  able  to  put  the  law  in  force  rigorously,  as  I conceive  it  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  put  an  end  to  this  practice,  which  exists  to  an  alarming  extent  at  present  in 
this  Union.  1 


I have  much  pleasure  in  informing  the  Commissioners  of  my  perfect  satisfaction  in 
respect  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  assembled  to-day.  Any  suggea- 
tion  of  mine  was  readily  and  promptly  adopted;  and  the  utmost  anxiety  was  evinced 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Commissioners,  and  to  consult  die  interests  of  the  destitute  poor 
of  the  Union.  r 

I hope  to  have  the  rationing  of  the  children  in  attendance  at  the  schools  in  the  Union  in 
progress,  to  a considerable  extent,  next  week.  I have  made  arrangements  to  commence  on 
Monday,  in  this  town,  and  to  extend  daily  to  the  several  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union 
According  as  the  requisite  preparations  are  reported  to  have  been  made  by  the  local  com- 
mittees, or  by  the  individuals  who  become  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  the  food  1 
expect  considerable  relief  will  be  afforded  by  these  means. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  1G,  1847. 

1 have  made  inquiries  into  the  matter  referred  to  me  in  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Francis 
Kane  to  Ins  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  dated  11th  December  1847. 

I cannot  find  any  record  of  the  circumstances  stated  in  that  letter,  nor  have  the  Board  of 
Guardians  any  recollection  of  them. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  the  M'Ranns  alluded  to,  were  refused  admission  previously  to 
my  arrival  m the  Union,  but  certainly  not  since,  as  I can  state  that  no  case  of  such  a 
character  has  remained  unredressed. 

Previously  to  my  arrival,  vast  numbers  were  refused  admittance,  on  the  plea  that  “ there 
were  no  binds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Guardians,  to  ohtain  the  supplies  necessary  fur  the 
support  of  the  house,  nor  could  any  provisions  be  obtained  on  their  Sredit.”  This  pica  it 
would  appear  was  considered  sufficient  by  all  parties,  ns  the  paupers  retired  quietly ’till 
such  time  as  the  improved  state  of  the  funds  would  admit  of  their  admission  1 J 

Without  endeavouring  to  excuse  the  previous  neglect  or  want  of  energy  on  the  part  of 
the  Guaidians,  which  undoubtedly  led  to  the  position  in  which  I found  them,  “ perfectly 
poweiless  to  meet  the  urgent  and  immediate  wants  of  the  Union /’still  the  circumstances  m 
which  they  had  placed  themselves,  left  them  no  choice  till  such  time  as  by  increased  exertion 
and  energy  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  funds.  J mueascu  cxcition 

Injustice  to  the  Board  I beg  to  state  that  r,97  have,  at  my  suggestion,  boon  admitted 
s nee  my  arrival,  although  no  funds  were  at  the  time  available  for  “two  Zs' provU  on  ftm 

“ fram  day  to  » thc  '«■*»*  « 

I have  already  urged  the  Guardians  to  erect  sheds  of  timber  and  asphalte  without  delay 
and  I have  reason  to  believe' that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  doing  so.  P without  delay, 

I have 
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I have  read  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dawson’s  letter  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
make  every  allowance  for  the  almost  insupportable  pressure  on  him,  and  all  those  eentle 
men  similarly  circumstanced ; but  there  is  reason  to  complain,  that  instead  of  Irvine  the 
experiment  whether  the  Union  is  able  to  support  its  poor  (an  experiment  never  vet  tried) 
and  using  their  undoubted  influence  towards  achieving  the  payment  of  the  poor-rates  tliev 
do  literally  nothing  but  urge  their  own  views,  and  will  not  render  any  assistance  in  carrying 
out  any  measures  which  do  not  exactly  accord  with  those  views.  ' ° 

i have  to  assure  the  Commissioners,  that  I never  gave  an  opinion  as  to  the  wealth  or 
poverty  of  this  Union,  or  its  ability  or  inability  to  support  its  poor,  as  stated  in  the  Rev 
Mr.  Dawson  s letter;  but  I did  give  an  opinion,  which  I certainly  conceive  to  be  correct" 
‘ that  I have  met  a greater  amount  of  urgent  and  pressing-  destitution  in  this  Union  than 
m any  part  of  Ireland  I have  visited,  as  in  addition  to  want  of  food,  which  exists  to  as 
great  an  extent  as  in  any  other  phrt  of  Ireland,  want  of  shelter  from  the  inclemency 
ot  the  seasons,  exists  to  a far  greater  extent  than  in  any  other  part  with  which  I am 
acquainted. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  21,  1847. 

It  appears  from  your  report,  that  the  number  of  persons  unhoused  in  the  Union,  and 
whose  lale  homes  have  been  destroyed,  is  considered  to  be  much  greater  than  the  work- 
Jiouse  can  receive,  and  even  too  numerous  for  the  remaining  habitations  in  the  Union  to 
receive,  it  provided  with  out-door  maintenance ; but  it  does  not  appear  how  or  where 
these  persons  are  now  lodged,  or  whether  they  wander  about  the  Union  without  shelter 
by  day  or  night. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  appears  that  the  law  for  relief  of  the  poor  has  never  been  put  in 
tu  l force  in  this  Union;  and  that  no  trial  has  yet  been  made  of  the.extent  to  which  the 
rateable  property  of  the  Union  can  provide  for  the  support  of  the  destitute  poor. 

Ihe  Commissioners  trust  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the  Guardians  will  use  the  most 
strenuous  and  prompt  exertions  to  put  the  law  fully  into  force;  and  that,  until  the  imme- 
diate pressure  of  destitution  shall  be  met,  the  Board  will  assemble  more  frequently  than 
once  a week,  which  the  Commissioners  hope  can  be  done,  without  personal  inconvenience 
by  an  arrangement  among  the  chairmen  and  principal  Guardiaus  for  attending  in  succes- 


Memorial  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Heslin,  P.P.,  Drumshambo,  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  referred 
to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant-General  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland. 

That  there  are  more  than  300  families  in  this  district  without  any  means  of  support  • no 
relief  from  any  source,  the  Relief  Fund  being  now  exhausted.  1 V ’ 

That  there  is  no  employment  for  the  able-bodied,  and  the  new  Poor  Law  of  no  avail 
That  notwithstanding  the  privations  and  sufferings  of  the  poor  people,  the  law  is  respected 
and  peace  maintained.  1 

Memorialist  begs  your  Excellency’s  attention  to  the  condition  of  his  poor  people  (who 
must  inevitably  perish  if  not  relieved),  and  order  that  some  of  the  food  in  the  Government 
Relief  Depots  be  afforded  them.  Memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  pray. 

Drumshambo,  10th  December  1847. 


Copy  of  Odbseyatioks  of  Captain  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  upon  a 
December1111100  *r°m  1 16  Rev‘  Hkslin>  Parish  Priest  of  Drumshambo,  of  the  : 10th 

,,  r[n.AT,  destitution  prevails  to  a formidable  extent  in  Mr.  Heslin’s  parish,  is  too  true,  and 
that  he  lias  retarded  the  relief  of  that  destitution,  by  leading  the  people  to  expect  other 
means  than  those  provided  by  the  Poor  Law,  is  equnily  true. 

This  expectation,  which  is  certainly  not  discouraged,  has  induced  the  sufferers  in  manv 
instances,  and  more  particularly  in  the  parish  of  which  Mr.  Heslin  is  Roman  Catholic 
.driest,  to  abstain  from  claiming  relief  under  the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Law,  till  they  have 
absolutely  sunk  under  the  pressure  of  hunger  and  other  sufferings. 

I regret  to  say,  that  in  this  Union  there  appears  not  only  indifference,  as  regards  the  suc- 
ceas  ot  -the  l oor  Law,  but,  in  very  many  instances,  considerable  anxiety  that  it  should  prove 
a failure.  1ms  I attribute  to  a very  general  impression,  that  it  alone  stands  between  the 
people  and  a system  of  relief  which  would  certainly  be  more  palatable  to  all  classes. 

Mr.  Heslin  has  applied  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  not  for  such  form  of  relief  as  they  are 
authorized  to  afford  under  the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Law,  but  that  they.sliould  throw  a 
quantity  of  the  provisions,  now  in  the  Government  stores,  into  his  locality,' the  distribution 
mand  C1  S^°U  ^ P acec*  under  local  control  and  supervision.  This  is  the  universal  de- 

This  week,  in  Mr.  Heslin’s  parish,  558  children  have  received  rations, 
livery  exertion  is  being  made  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  suffering  people  with  proinp- 
tltu,,trtndApfficien<;>r»  but  fr°m  want  coincidence  of  opinion  amongst  those  persons  whose 
<l/0-App-)  t T 3 assistance 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 
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■Carrick-on-Shannon  assistance  would  be  valuable  in  their  respective  localities,  and  from  the  absence  of  prepara- 
tion. tions  which  should  have  been  heretofore  made,  delays  to  a certain  extent  must  occur,  and 

— — some  time  must  elapse  before  a satisfactory  working  of  the  system  can  be  established. 

Since  my  arrival  in  this  Union,  the  Guardians  appear  willing  to  adopt  my  suggestions, 
and  no  applicant,  either  from  Mr.  Heslin’s  parish,  or  from  any  other  part  of  the  Union,  has 
been  rejected  by  them  (up  to  the  present  time),  except  where  his  admission  would  involve  a 
breach  of  the  law.  Heretofore  we  have  been  enabled  to  keep  strictly  within  the  law,  and 
we  are  making  every  possible  exertion  to  place  ourselves  in  a position  to  continue  to  do  so. 

December  25,  1847.  Edward  Wynne. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  18,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I have  been 
employed  for  the  past  week  principally  in  perfecting  my  arrangements  for  the  distribution 
of  rations  to  the  several  schools  in  the  Union,  and  in  endeavouring  to  effect  those  alterations 
in  the  condition  and  interior  economy  of  the  workhouse  which  I consider  of  the  greatest 
importance. 

With  regard  to  the  former  subject,  I have  nearly  completed  my  arrangements,  and  should 
have  been  able  to  report  that  the  relief  was  already  in  extensive  operation,  but  for  the  delays 
and  difficulties  I have  experienced  in  obtaining  provisions  from  the  Commissariat  stores, 
having  issued  an  order  on  Tuesday,  and  only  this  evening  received  the  provisions. 

I hope  to  he  able  next  week  to  ration  2,500  children  daily,  with  rye-meal  bread  baked 
in  this  town,  and  sent  to  the  various  schools  in  the  Union. 

It  is  my  intention  to  confine  my  issue  to  bread,  till  I shall  be  able  to  effect  such  arrange- 
ments with  the  patrons,  or  other  persons  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools,  as  will 
afford  a reasonable  prospect  of  success  in  the  working  and  issuing  of  soup. 

At  present  the  benefit  would  not  be  at  all  commensurate  with  the  expense. 

With  regard  to  the  condition,  &c.  of  the  workhouse,  I have  again  to  state,  that  I am  by 
lio  means  satisfied  with  the  progress  made  towards  the  establishment  of  order,  cleanliness, 
and  discipline. 

The  master’s  books  are  again  in  arrear ; and  although  the  paupers  have  been  set  to  work 
on  all  fine  days  during  the  week,  and  a good  deal  of  improvement  has  been  thereby  effected, 
viz.,  cleansing  sewers  and  removing  nuisances,  still  there  is  a total  want  of  system  and  dis- 
cipline. 

I fear  the  master  will  be  found  quite  unequal  to  the  task  he  has  undertaken. 

I felt  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  this  day,  and  it  was 
finally  agreed,  that  “ in  consideration  of  the  pressure  on  the  master  arising  out  of  the  large 
admissions  that  have  lately  taken  place  to  the  house,  the  insufficiency  of  the  preparation 
for  their  reception,  and  the  difficulty  of  establishing  order  and  system  for  the  first  time 
amongst  so  large  a number  of  persons  rather  difficult  to  be  managed',  he  (the  master)  should 
be  allowed  an  assistant  for  three  weeks  at  20  s.  per  week,  to  enable  him  to  put  things  into 
working  order;  but  that  if,  after  that,  any  irregularities  took  place,  or  any  grounds  for  com- 
plaint were  given,  he  must  he  considered  incompetent,  and  steps  taken  to  procure  a person 
better  suited  to  the  situation.” 

I shall  regret  this  necessity,  as  he  is  a most  painstaking  person,  and  kind  and  humauc  to 
the  inmates  of  the  house. 

An  increase  to  the  clerk’s  salary  (from  40  Z.  to  50  l.)  has-been  proposed,  partly  to  enable 
him  to  procure  an  assistant  occasionally,  when  extra  business  is  put  uppn  him,  as  in  the 
present  instance,  and  partly  to  evince  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  heretofore  discharged  his  duties. 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive  from  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  this  day’s  meet- 
ing, that  the  election  of  collectors  of  poor-rates  did  not  take  place,  but  that  it  has  been  post- 
poned for  a fortnight,  viz.,  till  Saturday  the  1st  of  January  1848  ; and  further,  that  the 
privilege  which  the  rate-payers  have  enjoyed  for  the  past  fortnight  should  be  extended  to 
that  day. 

Not  a single  candidate  came  forward. 

I had  written  to  four  of  the  persons  whose  names  and  addresses  had  been  transmitted  to 
me  from  your  office,  notifying  my  readiness  to  recommend  their  appointment,  and  statin^ 
amount  of  sureties,  &c.  Q 

From  No.  1,  Thomas  Jennings,  I received  for  reply  that  he  was  a sufferer  from  rheumatic 
pams,  and  unfit  for  duty ; from  No.  2,  William  Abbot,  that  he  was  unable  to  procure  sure- 
ties ; from  No.  3,  that  he  was  quite  prepared  to  come,  but  could  not  procure  a conveyance 
across  the  country  from  Cavan  to  bring  him  in  time  for  the  election  : from  No.  4 1 have 
not  as  yet  received  a reply.  1 

I am  of  opinion,  that  if  the  proposed  plan  is  to  be  earned  out,  viz.  that  of  appointing  to 
the  office  of  poor-rate  collectors  from  the  superannuated  constabulary  list,  it  would  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  inspect  the  candidates  previously  to  their  presenting  themselves  at  the 
election,  in  order  to  ascertain  that  they  possessed  the  necessary  qualifications,  and  of  all 
things,  that  they  did  not  labour  under  rheumatism,  or  any  other  physical  disability,  as  strength 
ana  constitution  will  be  indispensably  necessary  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  b 

I would  therefore  propose,  that  previously  to  the  1st  of  January,  I should,  by  letter  call 
the  parties  to  Dublin  on  a certain  day,  and  that  either  some  competent  person  should  be 
directed  to  inspect  them,  or  that  I should  go  up  to  town  for  that  purpose. 

I feel 
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I feel  anxious  on  this  subject,  as  the  success  or  the  reverse  of  this  plan  will  depend  on  a 
judicious  selection  of  persons.  r 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive  that  we  have  got  in  a sum  of  457/.  15  s.  ad.  this  week, 
under  the  arrangement  of  allowing  collectors’  fees  to  the  ratepayers. 

This  measure  works  well;  and  with  the  exception  of  the  awkwardness  of  givino-  a receipt 
for  a sum  of  which  only  seven-eighths  have  been  paid,  I can  see  no  objection  to  it,  and  a 
great  many  beneficial  results. 

It  undoubtedly  effects  a saving  of  one-eighth  to  the  ratepayer,  and  thereby  places  him  in 
a better  position  to  meet  the  next  call  upon  him. 

I think  also  it  will  have  the  effect,  to  a certain  extent,  of  removing  opposition  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  payment  of  poor-rates  (where  such  exists),  as  I should  hope  the  example  of  the 
numbers  who  are  coming  forward  and  paying,  voluntarily,  would  not  fail  to  influence  those 
persons  who  have  heretofore  opposed  poor-rates  on  principle,  more  particularly  if  those  who 
still  continue  defaulters  be  hereafter  coerced  by  a eood  selection  of  collectors. 

I fear  the  non-appearance  of  our  candidates  will  affect  our  receipts  for  the  next  fortnight, 
as  I attribute  a good  deal  of  the  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers  to.avail  themselves  of 
the  temporary  arrangement  to  the  prospect  of  the  collection  being  about  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  individuals  perfectly  free,  from  any  local  influences. 

To  guard  against  such  a result,  a strong  resolution  has  been  entered  into  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 

. I have  no  doubt  but  that  we  shall  receive  a large  sum  between  this  and  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, such  an  amount  as  might  probably  influence  a gentleman  in  bis  acceptance  of  the  office : 
but  the  poundage-on  the  residue  will  be  more  than  sufficient  remuneration  for  persons  in  the 
rank  of  superannuated  constables,  who  will  no  doubt  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  at 
least  as  well  as  the  gentlemen. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  state  that  we  were  this  day  enabled  to  admit  143  paupers  without 
being  under  the  necessity  of  refusing  any  applicant,  except  on  the  grounds  of  nonconformity 
with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

I hope  we  shall  have  some  additional  accommodation  prepared  by  next  Saturday.  I am 
fitting  up  the  sheds  and  every  other  spot  that  may  afford  any. 


Reply  to  the  above: — December  21,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  Sir  Randolph  Routh  on  the  subject  of  the 
delay  in  the  issue  of  supplies  of  provisions  from  the  Commissariat  stores. 

’With  reference  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse,  and  the  employment  of  an  assistant  to  the 
workhouse  master,  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  the  temporary 
employment  of  an  assistant  to  the  master,  and  they  are  prepared  to  remove  the  master  from 
his  office,  unless  he  resigns,  whenever  you  report  that  such  a step  is  necessary. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  will  sanction  the  proposed  increase 
of  the  clerk’s  salary  temporarily,  with  a view  to  his  procuring  the  necessary  assistance  • but 
they  must  withhold  their  sanction  to  a permanent  increase  of  the  clerk’s  salary  until  the 
Union  accounts  shall  have  been  audited  to  the  29th  September  last. 

As  regards  the  proposed  appointment  of  collectors  of  poor-rate,  I am  to  state,  that  as  the 
only  person  among  those  of  ihe  candidates  from  whom  you  have  received  replies  and  who 
appears  capable  of  going  to  the  Union,  expresses  his  unwillingness  to  go,  and  the  others  state 
their  inability  the  Commissioners  consider  that  it  will  not  be  found  necessary  to  summon 
the  parties  to  Dublin,  putting  them  to  expense  and  inconvenience;  but  such  as  may  offer 
to  go  to  Carrick-on-Shannon  should  be  apprised  that  their  employment  will  depend  on 
their  being  found  fit,  from  bodily  strength  and  capability,  to  keep  the  accounts,  as  well  as 
give  security.  * 

„ The  Commissioners  recommend  you  to  have  a notice  for  candidates  inserted  in  the 

Weekly  Advertiser,  which  will  be  published  on  Friday  next. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — December  22,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  relative  to 
my  report  of  the  16th  instant,  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kane’s  letter  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
■Lieutenant,  on  the  subject  of  the  distress  at  present  existing  in  this  Union. 

As  some  of  the  statements  in  my  report,  alluded  to  in  your  letter,  appear  to  require  further 
confidence*1*  * haVS  tllls  day  taken  sucl1  stePs  as  enable  me  to  give  the  following  with 

• ^ care(u*  jnvestigation  made  this  day  in  the  workhouse,  in  person,  I find  that  of  916 

individuals  m the  house  at  present,  49  heads  of  families,  or  207  individuals,  still  retain  houses, 
navnig  locked  them  up  on  entering  the  workhouse;  the  remaining  709  are  houseless ; 337 
ot  the  latter  class  have  already  been  rejected,  on  the  grounds  of  their  applications  not  beino- 
m conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  law : these  will  no  doubt  present  themselves  on 
legal  applications.  Add  to  this  number  at  least  1,200,  the  number  still  wandering  about  the 
union,  which  is  under  the  calculation  generally  made,  and  you  have  2,246  without  homes  or 
houses,  where  they  could  receive  out-door  maintenance. 

(I/O,  App.)  tt4  With 


Carrick-on-Shannon- 

Union* 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


336  APPENDIX  : SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  THE 

With  respect  to  the  remaining  habitations  in  the  Union  being  insufficient  to  receive  these 
poor  persons,  I would  not  be  understood  as  having  intended  to  convey  this  meaning’  but 
I feel  perfectly  assured  that  the  proprietors  of  those  habitations,  though  they  may  give  these 
wanderers  a night’s  shelter  from  the  storm  in  their  stables  or  out-liouses,  will  never  allow 
them  to  become  permanent  lodgers,  or  in  any  other  way  to  gain  a footing  on  their  premises- 
indeed,  even  if  so  disposed,  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  do  so. 

With  regard  to  the  mode  in  which  these  poor  persons  are  now  lodged,  I can  state,  from 
my  own  knowledge,  that  a large  majority  of  them  are  entirely  dependent  on  the  resources 
above  mentioned  which  often  fail  them.  Their  cries  may  be  heard  all  night  in  the  streets 
of  this  town ; and  since  my  arrival  here  I have  constantly  been  obliged  to  procure  shelter  in 
the  stables  in  the  neighbourhood  for  persons  whom  I have  found  perishing  in  the  streets  at 
houseCl°Ck  ^ DeXt  day  tllCy  liaVe  ^een  receivetl  Provisionally  into  the  worlc- 

A considerable  number  of  temporary  huts  may  be  seen  erected  against  the  backs  of  ditches 
on  the  road-side;  and  even  these,  I find,  are  rarely  inhabited  two  consecutive  weeks  bv  the 
same  family.  , J U1U 

at  indi,’CI!  t0  °PP°M  ""y  P'an  tl,al  1 n>«y  suggest  to 

them  to  meet  the  d'fflcuitiea;  but  most  inconvenient  delays  take  place  .utile  cxccutirm  of  all 
JlartlJ  th,e  Kuraty  of  tradesmen,  and  partly  from  the  unwillingness  of  the 
few  that  are  here  to  work  for  employers  who  have  not  hitherto  paid  their  debts. 
tW  '"tentlontobrinS  before  the  Guardians,  at  our  meeting  to-morrow,  the  necessity 
that  exists  for  immediately  providing  increased  accommodation  for  the  paupers  already  in 
the  house,  to  enable  us  to  apply  the  workhouse  test  to  future  applicants  ; an  j to  direct  tLii- 
attention  to  the  only  building  within  the  Union  which  I think  can  be  made  available  for  that 
purpose,  viz.,  the  Jamestown  Mill,  which,  with  a small  outlay,  would  accommodate  500  ft- 
.B  at  present  the  property  of  the  Shannon  Commissioners,  aid  used  .SyTsl  imp“Le,lt 
store,  Ihe  greater  part  is  at  present  unoccupied.  It  is  at  such  a distance  as  would  render 
the  exercise  of  control  and  supervision  not  difficult.  c UU 

to  your  office'0”’  1 b”S  “ Stal0  tllat  1 haTC  lJreacly  f°'™'ded  the  letter  of  the  Itev.  Mr.  Kune 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  28, 1847. 

n.™?TE“TI1<? to,y°"r.  letle;  of  the  22l)  instant,  in  which  you  state  that  the  cries  of  destitute 
S .tT«riek  on  Sh"?n ™ S“'eetf  °f  C"rick-“n-S'.nnnon  all  night,  and  tint!  since  y„m' 

iim 


No,  II. 
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Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


Copy  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  at  a Meeting  held  on  Saturday, 
the  1st  day  of  January  1848. 

Present : — Francis  Waldron,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

Other  Guardians Arthur  J.  V.  L.  Berchall,  Esq. ; Captain  Cox;  Mr.  Douglas  Boyd; 
Hugh  G.  Bourne,  Esq. ; Mr.  Michael  Barrett ; Captain  Peyton  ; Mr.  Robert  Lynch ; Chorion 
R.  Peyton,  Esq.;  John  Conry,  Esq.;  Gilbert  Hogg,  Esq.;  Patrick  Browne,  Esq. 

Captain  Wynne  in  Attendance. 


The  Minutes  of  last  Meeting  were  read,  and  signed. 

The  Register  Book  was  produced,  examined,  and  authenticated,  from  No.  4897  to 
Ho.  4974,  both  inclusive,  by  the  signature  of  the  Chairman  and  counter-signature  of  the 


Clerk. 

The  Treasurers’  book  of  receipts  and  payments  was  produced,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
there  had  been  received  during  the  week  987  9 8 

Paid  during  the  week  - - - - “ - 798  11  11 

And  that  the  balance  on  the  Account  in  favour  of  the  Guardians  was  08(5  9 (5 

The  hook  was  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

The  Clerk’s  account  of  petty  disbursements  made  by  him  since  last  meeting,  amounting  to 
6 s.  6 d.,  was  produced  and  passed. 

The  Treasurer’s  book  was  produced  and  examined,  by  which  it  appeared  that  there  had 
been  collected  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer  in  respect  of  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  of  tin; 
Union  since  the  last  meeting,  and  that  there  remained  uncoLlected  in  the  said  Electoral 
Divisions,  respectively,  the  sums  specified  as  follows : — 


Name  of  Collector. 

Name  of  Electoral  Division. 

Collected 

AND 

Paid. 

Remaining 

U N COLLECTED. 

The  Clerk  and  Rate-payers 

Drumrielly  ----- 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  a. 
461  7 ft 

Drumshambo  - - 

24  11  0 

730  12  3 

Kiltubride  ----- 

60  19  7 

490  7 6 

Keshcarrigan  - 

27  13  11 

839  1 OJ 

Leitrim  ----- 

97  8 9 

901  19  3 

Drumsna  ----- 

65  15  — 

672  0 10^ 

Carrick-on-Shannon  - 

22  11  - 

804  8 8& 

Tumna  ----- 

3 10  - 

531  0 3 

Killuhin  ----- 

44  10  7 1 

833  2 10J 

Creeve  ------ 

7 4 8J 

018  7 -h 

Aughrim  - - - 

28  - 10 

819  2 10| 

Kilmore  ----- 

19  15  4 

704  11  9 l 

Elphin  ----- 

5 2 2 

1,081  12  3 1 

Kilglass  ----- 

- 

518  12  3 

Gilstown 

508  0 11 

Total  - - 

387  9 8 

10,641  6 0# 

Debit  the  Treasurer,  and  oredit  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  with  the  respective  Amounts 
above  stated. 


The  following  books  were  not  exhibited  by  the  Clerk,  their  not  having  been  made  up. 

1st. — The  Weekly  Relief  List  and  Abstract. 

2d. — The  Provision  Check  Account. 

sd. — The  Provision  Receipt  and  Consumption  Account. 

The  Master’s  Estimate  of  Provisions  and  Necessaries  required  for  the  ensuiim  week  was 
examined,  and  orders  were  duly  made  for  the  several  articles  specified ; namely,  ° 


For  Workhouse : 

No.  107. — 108  lbs.  bread. 

108.  — 2,278  lbs.  Indian  meal. 

109.  — 2,543  lbs.  rice. 

110.  — 2,220  qts.  sweet  milk. 

111.  — 2,041  qts.  buttermilk. 

112.  — 150  boxes  turf. 

113.  — 2 cwts.  salt. 

18  lbs.  candles,  &c. 

4 lbs.  supplemental. 

56  lbs.  soap. 

114.  — 20  cwts.  straw. 


For  Sheds : 

No.  6. — 220  lbs.  bread. 

7.  — 7 lbs.  coffee. 

14  lbs.  sugar. 

8.  — 150  qts.  sweet  milk. 

9.  — 210  qts.  buttermilk. 

10. — 14  boxes  turf. 


The 
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The  following  books  were  also  produced  by  the  Clerk,  their  accuracy  having  been  pre- 
viously ascertained  by  him,  and  authenticated  by  his  signature;  the  clothing  accounts  not 
yet  made  up. 

1.  Medical  Officer’s  Books. 

On  the  report  and  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee,  the  following  Bills 
having  been  duly  examined,  and  found  to  be  correct,  and  in  accordance  with  the  several 
orders,  were  directed  to  be  paid,  and  cheques  for  the  several  amounts  were  duly  drawn  on 
the  Treasurer;  and  signed,  namely  : 

2.  Establishment  Account. 

£.  s.  d. 

Robert  White,  for  balance  of  salary  as  Porter  - - - 2 12- 

P.  J.  Brenan,  for  printing  Notices  - --  --  186 

Debit  Establishment  Account,  and  credit  Treasurer  with  the  several  sums  as  above. 

3.  Invoice  Account. 

Lancelot  Lawder,  Esq.,  on  account  for  meal 
Robert  W.  Bourns,  on  account  of  old  contract  for  milk 
Robert  W.  Bourns,  on  account  of  new  contract  for  milk 

Debit  Invoice  Account,  and  credit  Treasurer  with  the  several  sums  as  above. 

The  Reports  of  the  Master  and  other  officers  were  read,  and  orders  made  thereon  as  follows : 
That  the  following  articles  be  ordered  for  the  Infirmary;  viz.  :■ — 20  yards  grey  calico,  4 lbs. 
rendered  suet,  14  lbs.  soft  sugar,  and  3 lbs.  chip  logwood. 

_ The  following  Order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  was  laid  before  the  Board,  and 
directions  given  thereon,  as  follows: 

Order  for  out-door  relief,  under  'seal  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  bearing  date  31st 
day  of  December  1847. 

The  following  letters  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  others  were  read  by  the 
Clerk,  and  directions  given  to  answer  them  respectively  to  the  following  effect,  or  orders  made 
on  them  respectively  as  follows : 

Letter  from  the  Secretaries,  Education  Office,  dated  28th  December  1847,  relative  to  a 
report  made  by  the  District  Inspector  of  the  want  of  requisites  for  the  schools  of  the  Carrick 
Workhouse. 

Letter  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  No.  4186D./47,  dated  29th  December  1847, 
expressing  sanction  of  the  appointment  of  Patrick  Curren  to  the  office  of  Relieving  Officer 
for  the  Drumrielly  district  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

Letter  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  No.  634,M./47,  dated  29th  December  1847, 
suggesting  to  the  Guardians  the  inexpediency  of  refusing  relief  to  persons  who  are  really 
destitute  on  the  grounds  of  their  not  previously  residing  in  the  Union  for  a limited  period, 

in  accordance  with  section  12  of  10  Vic.  cap.  31. 

Letter  from  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  No.  42716D/47,  dated  31st  December  1847,  in 
reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Guardians  of  the  17th  ultimo,  stating  that  the  list  of  candidates 
which  had  been  furnished  by  the  Returning  Officer  could  not  in  any  way  be  altered  or  inter- 
fered with  by  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  in  reply  to  the  Clerk’s 
letter  of  the  24th  December  1847,  requesting  to  be  informed  for  what  period  the  premises 
would  be  required,  and  whether  the  Guardians’  arrangements  might  not  interfere  with  the 
purposes  for  which  the  building  has  been  erected. 

Letter  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  No.  44,413,  D./47,  dated  31st  December  1847, 
calling  the  special  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  to 
that  part  of  the  order  of  the  Commissioners  authorizing  the  Guardians  to  afford  out-door  relief 
to  able-bodied  persons  in  food,  which  requires  that  every  able-bodied  male  person  so  relieved 
shall  perform  a task  of  work  during  eight  hours  at  least  of  every  day  for  which  he  receives 
relief. 

Proposed  by  Captain  Cox, 

Seconded  by  Pat.  Brown,  Esq. ; and 

Resolved,— That  it  appearing  from  past  experience  to  be  utterly  impossible  to  collect  the 
poor-rates  by  Collectors  resident  within  the  locality  of  this  Union,  we  deem  it  necessary  to 
advertise  lor  the  appointment  of  two  Collectors  unconnected  with  the  Union;  payment  for 
same  at  the  rate  ot  2 s.  6 d.  in  the  pound ; and  we  request  Captain  Wynne,  Assistant  Com- 
missioner, will  be  kind  enough  to  assist  us  in  procuring  two  fit  and  proper  persons  for  this 

Resolved,— That  the  salary  of  our  Clerk  be  increased  from  40  l to  60  l.  per  annum  from 
this  day,  on  the  express  terms  that  lie  undertakes  to  bring  up  all  accounts  relating  to  his 
emee,  and  in  luture  to  perform  all  his  duties  free  of  expense  to  the  Union,  save  his  salary, 
and  that  he  in  no  instance  do  bring  any  charge  for  any  description' of  clerkship. 

Resolved,  That  a cheque  be  drawn  in  favour  of  Lancelot  Lawder  for  the  sum  of  100 1., 
•on  account  of  the  sum  due  him  as  late  contractor  for  meal. 

Resolved,  That  a cheque  be  drawn  in  favour  of  Charles  R.  Peyton,  Esq.,  for  the  sum  of 
nr?  ^Uuble  him  to  purchase  the  following  articles  of  clotliipg,  he  having  undertaken  to 
(170.  App.)  u u 2 procure 


£.  s.  d. 
100  - - 
30  10  - 
28  2 9 
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k-on-Shanaon  procure  them ; viz. 200  women’s  dresses,  00  men’s  ditto,  78  girls’  ditto.  38  ditto  small 
Vumn.  ditto  19  infants’  ditto,  78  first-class  boys’  ditto,  38  second-clast  W ditto : dS»Tto 
include  linen,  with  the  exception  of  first-class  boys. 

Resolved,— That  our  Clerk  do  call  a general  meeting  of  this  board  for  Saturday,  the  8th 

dSL1”™  S’  r m?e  *»■  *?c  dM.dMl”S3  of  the  increased  dities  now 

devolving  on  the  Guardians  by  means  of  out-door  relief  being  ordered 

Resowed,— That  this  hoard  do  adjourn  until  Monday,  and  from  day  to  day  until  next 

bSom7n™eSiy.  pn'P°Se  Canyi,Ig  °"‘  S"ch  mKurares  83  »‘I  from  time  to  time 

John  Clarke, 

Clerk  to  the  Guardians. 


No.  III. 

Dissolution  of  Board. 


No.  346/48. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: 


Threatened  resigna- 
tion. 

Reasons  for  resigna- 
tion. 


Resolution  to  meet 


Non-appearance  of 
candidates  for  office 
of  Poor-rate  Col- 
lector. 


Superannuated  Con- 
stabulary List  not 
likely  to  furnish 
candidates. 
Postponement  of 
election  till  Satur- 
day, 8th. 


Amount  paid  this 
week,  387/.  9s.  Qd. 


carrying  out  the  same,  the  Board  annpoiw/  i,nnC°,n^U1'in^  directions  to  the  Guardians  for 
their  resignations,  and  callino-  on  tln^T  • .nauimousty  resolved  on  forthwith  tendering 
their  reafon.,  2 “tie  hl.ty  to  c^TSTd  5h°  T*  Pm  G°“r<Ii“3. 
in  consequence  of  the  vast  ex  rat  ofXtZL*  d‘^cultl?s  presented  thcmsel'ves, 
the  pecuniary  means  at  thX disnosal  ^d th/  ?niOU’  tbe  “»d°qmcy  of 
which  they  could  spare  from  their  ordinary  oecuDador^1™01!  °fi ,hat  portlon  of  tlleu'  time 
to  the  destitute  poor  and  to  the  Union  ^ ccupationsto  apply  those  means  with  advantage 

wl£1  "f  - «-  Mb  of  the  course 

energy,  zeal  and  activity  in  the  execution Pto  insert  ill  ’’  “ Ru  0Illy  requires 

resolved  to  adjourn  their  meeting  to  Monday  the  ad  ' ,Bucca8!» t,le  Hoard  unanimously  ■ 
whilst  the  necessity  for  daily  nieetinws  contini.™  '3d  1IJsta"t>  and./1'™  day  to  day  afterwards, 
wise  arise  in  carrjL  00^7*^^^“^”  *°  a™d  del?y8  other! 

whmh  require  the  sanction  of  the  Guardians  Y b 0me  n3cessa'T  from  time  to  time,  and 

of  paid  sr:  ^i^xrthi?r?'rt  ^ ir?  *» tiia  — ™ 

and  responsibility;  but  so  long  as  the  former  iWin  °U*d  ^oninderably  lighten  my  labours 
not  oppose  any  proposition  I make  I do  not  concSv^  &}f  my  suggestions,  and  do 

to  have  any  weight.  ’ conceive  I should  allow  those  considerations 

standing  that  I bad °£M°^00Mat!i  <^o3iect°1'  appeared,  notwith- 
your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  W 43  659/47  iy  Commissioners  in 

I herewith  transmit.  ’ M Wl1  aPPeAr  from  the  correspondence  which 

greater  numbeTtf  ^iditatt^Su^SStod^  *”**  nndertating  to  recommend  a 

n^Fy’> 

Meg  forwmdf™Xefa$  X2ltehy  ZStteJd  to  tern  ‘°  P™>«»  iwraonn  to ' 

their  opportunity  of  saying  2r.  o l ^themo„Thl°MmiS^'15,lr8  '’"selves  of 

the  non-appearance  of  the  strangers  with  whom  t bit  ab?t/1 d’ 111  oonsequei.ee  of 

days.  This  will  appear  from  thf  amount  paid  to  the  ff  "“w  thl«  election 

ai  hough  censiderabie,  would  have  been  much  We.  but  Z 1 - l«t  fortnight,  which, 

rally,  that  it  will  be  difflcnlt  to  induce  strangers  to* come  inte  «,  °P™?n  that  Fevails 
Seeing,  then,  the  necessity  for  dmrMt.4.  „ i 10  ,®ome. lnto  the  country.  & . 

in  the  “ Weekly  Advertiser and  fee??ng  thS  a fSll  5“^  ad“ifc  a*  advertisement 
collector  should  be  made  to  the  candidates,  togetto-lriftSZ  ‘he  dat,es  ofthe  offlcc  of 
vious  to  their  offering  themselves  for  election  .w”  Ileoessary  matters,  pre- 

selected in  Dublin,  where  the  necessary  expiiltionma/be  Z ‘3?  S™41'™"  skoulf  he 
the  Commissioners  may  appoint  - or  shnnM  *i,a  y.  ® given  them  by  such  person  »r 
Dublin  for  that  purpose^  I LtoSX  that  t 

two  suitable  persons.  I have  a.ready  reKI  “ 

whose 
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whose  sureties  are  unexceptionable,  but  of  his  other  qualifications  I have  no  means  of 
judging. 

I have  again  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse 
with  the  view  of  having  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  attention  directed  to  it.  It  is  utterly  impossible 
that  any  master  and  staff  can  keep  it  clean,  comfortable  and  orderly,  while  it  remains -in  its 
present  state  of  repair.  The  windows  and  walls  generally  leak,  so  as  to  flood  the  rooms  in 
wet  weather.  The  pump  is  so  unfortunately  situated  as  to  receive  the  water  coming  from  the 
portion  of  the  building  situated  above  it,  which  fills  the  shaft,  and,  as  the  subsoil  is  porous 
floods  of  the  portion  of  the  building  which  lies  below  the  level  of  the  top  of  the  shaft,  con- 
stantly extinguishing  the  fire  under  the  boilers,  and  producing  inconveniences  of  various 
descriptions — 1 have  no  doubt  affecting  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  inmates  of  the  house. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  a supply  of  clothes,  which  are  badly 
wanted  since  the  late  large  admissions  to  the  house.  The  Guardians’  orders  have  been 
refused  by  Dublin  houses,  notwithstanding  that  cash  payment  was  promised. 

One  of  the  Guardians  goes  to  Dublin  on  Monday  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  the  articles 
required,  for  which  purpose  lie  has  been  furnished  with  a cheque  for  200  Z. 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive  that  considerable  sums  have  been  paid  this  week,  and 
credit  proportionally  revived.  Our  funds  are  still  in  a tolerable  safe  state. 

Before  the  termination  of  the  meeting,  we  entered  all  legitimate  claimants  for  admission  to 
the  house  on  the.  out-door  relief  list,  and  provided  them  forthwith  with  bread  rations  for  the 
week.  The  majority  of  them  were  houseless,  but  we  were  enabled  to  obtain  shelter  for  them 
till  next  Saturday,  when  I hope  to  have  made  some  permanent  arrangement  for  that  purpose. 
A daily  ration  of  20  oz.  of  bread,  rye-meal  and  Indian  meal  in  equal  quantities,  will  cost  l|cZ. 
per  day,  or  8 |rZ,  per  week.  W.e  expect  a severe  pressure  upon  us  this  week,  as  large  numbers 
have  held  back  heretofore  in  expectation  of  out-door  relief.  We  shall,  however,  endeavour 
to  apply  tlie  workhouse  test  to  all  applicants,  but  invariably  to  the  able-bodied. 


Captain  Wynne  to  W.  Stanley,  Esq. 

No.  2559/48. 

Sir,  Cai-rick- on-Shannon,  January  15, 1848. 

I rave  the  honour  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  my  Report  rela- 
tive to  the  management,  &c.,  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  for  the  last  week. 

I have,  in  the  first  instance,  to  state,  that  notwithstanding  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Non-nttemhmcc  of 
Guardians,  adopted  at  their  meeting  of  the  1st  inst.,  to  the  effect,  that  they  would  meet  Guardians, 
daily  so  long  as  the  necessity  for  so  doing  should  continue,  no  meeting  took  place  for  the 
last  week  till  Saturday,  the  ordinary  day  of  meeting. 

I may  observe,  that  these  meetings  were  peculiarly  necessary  this  week,  as  I have  been 
confined  to  bed  with  severe  illness,  and  therefore  unable  to  attend  in  person  to  the  carrying 
out  of  those  measures  for  out-door  relief,  on  the  prompt  execution  of  which  the  lives  of 
hundreds  depend.  Notices  had  been  posted  throughout  the  Union,  directing  those  poor 
persons  whose  names  had  been  placed  on  the  out -door  relief  lists  to  attend  on  Monday 
last,  at  certain  places  specified  in  said  notices,  in  each  Relieving  Officer’s  district,  where  their 
weekly  rations  would  be  issued  to  them  by  the  respective  Relieving  Officers. 

Arrangements  had 'also  been  made  for  sending  out  bread  to  the  several  appointed  places  Arrangements  for 
early  on  Monday  morning.  Upon  sending  on  Monday,  at  11  a.m.,  to  inquire  if  these  out-door  relief, 
arrangements  had  been  carried  out,  I was  informed,  that  nothing  had  been  done  up  to  that 
hour,  nor  was  anything  likely  lo  be  done — no  Guardians  in  attendance,  the  Master  ill  in 
bed  : so  that,  in  fact,  if  I had  been  a shade,  worse  than  I.  was,  the  poor  people  would  have 
remained  all  day  in  expectation  of  relief,  and  been  disappointed,  after,  perhaps,  a long- 
journey,  when  serious  consequences  might  be  expected.  With  considerable  difficulty,  and 
the  exertions  of  persons  unconnected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  I succeeded 
in  preventing  any  more  serious  consequences  than  a few  hours'  delay. 

I mention  these  circumstauces  to  show,  that  in  tlie  existing  state  of  affairs,  the  executive 
duties  are  almost  entirely  thrown  on  me,  and  if  not  performed  by  me,  or  under  my  superin- 
intendence,  are  not  performed  at.  all. 

I may  be  permitted  to  assure  the  Commissioners,  that  I do  not  in  the  least  object  to  any 
additional  labour  thrown  upon  me;  on  the  contrary,  1 conceive  it  to  be  my  duty,  as  it  is  my 
anxious  wish,  to  promote  by  every  exertion  1 am  capable  of,  as  well  as  any  means  within 
my  reach,  the  effectual  carrying  out  of  the  Poor  Laws ; but  I am  of  opinion  that  individual 
exertions  are  too  precarious  a footing  to  place  the.  performance  of  duties  upon,  on  the 
prompt  and  punctual  discharge  of  which  the  lives  of  multitudes  depend;  more  especially, 
under  circumstauces  of  exposure  to  infection,  which  greatly  increase  the  chances  of  incapacity 
from  illness. 

I never  expected  active  assistance  and  zealous  co-operation  from  the  Guardians,  but  find- 
ing them  disposed  to  adopt  every  suggestion  offered  by  me,  as  also  to  sanction  all  measures 
which  I considered  expedient,  I was  disposed  to  undertake  many  of  the  duties,  and  incut 
much  of  the  responsibility,  which  properly  should  belong  exclusively  to  them. 

I need  scarcely  say,  that  in  the  present  state  oF  this  Union,,  the  duties  performed  at  pre- 
sent by  the  Guardians  will  not  be  found  at  all  adequate  lo  meet  the  difficulties  of  the  case. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances,  I should  feel  satisfied  with  the  amount  of  assistance  I receive; 
but- in  the  extraordinary  circumstances  of  this  Union,  nothing  short  of  the  constant  and 
unremitting  exertions  of  intelligent  and  efficient  men  will  be  found  equal  to  the  task  of 
righting  the  financial  affairs  of  this  Union,  remodelling  the  .staff  of  tire  workhouse,  eradicating 
■ (170.  App.)  U U 3 a system 


Cm-m-k-oii-SIioiuion 

Onion. 

State  of  tlic  work- 
house. 


Ont-door  relief. 
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Out-door  relief. 


Unalilc  to  procure 
flic  Elpliin  Stores. 

Buildings  in  Cnrriek 
for  ansuiaiy  work- 
house. 

General  state  of  the 
Union  ns  satisfactory 
as  could  he  expected. 


Election  of  Collectors 
postponed. 


State  of  the  Union 
fluids. 


Relative  to  the  non- 
attendance  of  Board 
cf  Guardians,  and 
impossibility  of 
working  on* with 
them. 


a system  which  has  obtained  for  years,  and  continues  to  impair  the  efficiency  of  the 
entire  machinery ; in  fine,  uprooting  the  innumerable  abuses  which  at  present  exist,  and 
which  are  in  consequence  of  past  neglect  and  mismanagement. 

I have  to  thank  the  Commissioners  for  their  prompt  attention  to  my  recommendation  of 
the  dismissal  of  Mr.  M'Donald,  Relieving  Officer ; a step  which  has  produced  the  most 
beneficial  results;  the  other  Relieving  Officers  brought  forward  their  books  in  a satisfactory, 
state,  much  more  so  than  I conceived  they  were  capable  of  doing.  We  have  elected  a per- 
son in  the  room  of  Mr.  M'Donald,  who  appears  to  me  a very  superior  person ; the  only 
objection  I could  find  to  his  appointment  was,  that  he  held  land.  I think  it  desirable  that 
an  office  of  such  responsibility  and  labour  should  have  the  exclusive  time  and  thoughts  of 
the  persou  discharging  its  duties.  I may  remark,  that  generally  the  persons  filling  these 
situations  in  this  Union  are  not  such  as  1 should  choose,  but  the  country  scarcely  affords 
better.  In  a country  like  Leitrim,  where  the  degrees  of  poverty  and  destitution  arc  loss 
defined  than  any  other  part  of  Ireland  that  I am  acquainted  with,  and  where  the  inhabitants 
have,  from  the  experience  of  the  last  fifteen  months,  acquired  a proficiency  in  the  art  of 
deception  and  fraud  that  is  quite  surprising,  the  duties  of  Relieving  Officers  require  a per- 
son of  not  only  tolerably  good  education,  but  of  natural  shrewdness  and  sagacity,  as  well  as 
experience ; these  qualifications,  however,  have  rarely,  if  ever,  been  taken  into  consideration 
in  electing  to  the  office. 

We  had,  to-day,  a heavy  pressure  for  both  out-door  and  in-door  relief.  We  placed  about 
625  on  the  out-door  list,  who  were  fit  objects  for  such ; 220,  who  are  able-bodied,  were, 
rationed  till  Tuesday,  when  they  were  directed  to  return  and  enter  the  house.  Wc  intend 
drafting  the  boys  to  a building  in  the  town  on  Monday,  and  thereby  making  room  for  the 
220  able-bodied,  in  case  they  wish  to  enter  the  house,  which,  in  most  cases,  I have  no  doubt 
they  will  decline. 

We  have  been  unable  to  procure  the  use  of  the  Elpliin  stores,  in  consequence  of  there 
being  no  person  in  a position  to  negociate  with  the  Guardians  as  to  the  terms.  They  wore 
the  property  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Lloyd. 

There  are  two  buildings  in  this  town,  which,  as  I fear  we  can  get  no  better,  we  must  at 
once  take  and  fit  up. 

I think  I have  reason  to  be  satisfied,  on  the  whole,  with  the  way  in  which  the  affairs  of 
the  Union  are  progressing.  A large  amount  of  relief  is  being  administered,  and  I may  add, 
with  advantage ; and  we  have  been  able,  in  all  cases,  to  act  strictly  according  to  law. 
When  a case  occurred  to  which  the  law  did  not  apply  with  advantage,  1 applied  the  fund 
placed  at  my  disposal  by  the  British  Relief  Association.  In  fact,  1 believe  all  parties  arc 
now  satisfied  that  every  possible  exertion  is  being  made  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  ; 
and  I see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  after  a short  time,  when  we  shall  have  effected  those 
alterations  which  I have  before  alluded  to,  the  Poor  Law  will  work  in  this  Union,  not  only 
efficiently,  but  satisfactorily,  which  will  appear  from  the  current  expenses  of  the  Union 
at  present,  and  which  may  be  still  reduced  considerably  by  an  improved  system  of 
management. 

I find  serious  inconvenience  from  the  unwillingness  of  the  local  Magistrates  to  put  the 
Vagrant  Act  in  force,  and  shall  take  the  earliest  occasion  to  communicate  with  the  Commis- 
sioners on  the  subject. 

The  election  of  Poor-rate  Collectors  has  been  again  postponed  till  Saturday  next.  1 
expect  one  of  the  county  Clare  gentlemen,  to  whom  i wrote  on  the  subject;  the  other  is 
employed. 

We  received  163  Z.  16  s.  11  d.  this  week,  and  paid  demands  to  the  amount  of  195  and 
still  retain  a balance  of  298  Z.,  together  with  210  Z.  in  my  hands  for  payment  of  Mr/ Cos- 
grave’s  bill  for  clothing,  which  have  not  as  yet  arrived. 

I have,  &c.  * 

Edmond  Wynne,  T.  P.  L.  I. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners. 

No.  3210/48. 

Carrick-on-Shannon,  January  19,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I can  no 
longer  hope  to  get  on  with  the  present  Board  of  Guardians,  who  appear  to  have  completely 
deserted  their  post,  and  at  a time  when  increased  exertions  and  energy  are  required  to  meet 
the  increasing  difficulties  consequent  on  the  commencement  and  daily  extension  of  out-door 
relief,  and  the  execution  of  movements  which  become  necessary  almost  daily  to  enable  us 
to  test  the  applicants. 

The  Commissioners  are  aware  that  the  Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  1st  instant,  passed  a 
resolution  to  meet  daily  while  the  necessity  ior  so  doing  continued,  in  pursuance  of  which 
they  did  meet  for  the  first  week.  During  last  week  they  did  not  meet,  except  on  the  usual 
day,  Saturday,  when  it  was  found  impossible  to  get  through  one-half  the  business ; con- 
sequently it  was  agreed  to.  meet  on  Monday  and  the  following  days,  to  transact  business  of 
the  greatest  importance ; in  addition  to  which,  they  were  bound  to  meet  on  Monday  by  the 
notice  which  I herewith  enclose,  and,  in  consequence  of  which,  laro-e  numbers  of  rate- 
payers assembled  at  the  workhouse.  No  meeting  took  place.  ° 

Tuesday  - 
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Tuesday  was  appointed  to  enter  upon  a scrutiny  of  the  applicants  for  admission,  which  Camclr-on-SI,annmt 
was  postponed  to  that  day,  as  the  Relieving  Officers  would  be  engaged  in  administering  Union. 

out-door  relief  on  Monday  in  their  respective  localities.  These  officers  were  all  brought  id  " 

on  Tuesday ; but  no  Guardians  appeared.  On  this  day,  also,  much  business  of  a most 
urgent  nature  was  to  be  transacted,  which  required  the  presence  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
but  none  -attended. 

I would  observe,  that  I have  been  obliged  to  take  upon  myself  much  responsibility  and 
many  arduous  duties  that  belong  entirely  to  the  Guardians,  and  which  I do  not  conceive 
myself  empowered  by  law  to  perform,  without  at  least  the  sanction  of  the  Guardians  • but 
I have  taken  this  course  to  save  the  lives  of  the  starving  multitude,  and  under  the’  pro- 
mise of  that  assistance  which  I now  feel  assured  I shall  not  receive  from  the  present 
Board.  1 


Under  these  circumstances,  I feel  it  my  duty  at  once  to  recommend  most  strongly  to  the 
Commissioners  the  exercise  of  their  powers  under  the  18th  section  of  the  Irish  Relief 
Extension  Act. 

It  is  my  wish  to  Work  with  ordinary  means  as  long  as  possible,  and  to  have  recourse  to 
extraordinary  means  only  when  I can  no  longer  indulge  a hope  of  success  with  the 
ordinary. 

Up  to  the  present,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  we  have  managed 
to  administer  relief  on  a large  scale,  without  any  other  evil  consequences  hut  som'e  neces- 
sary and  unavoidable  delays  in  making  up  his  books  and  accounts.  But  I clearly  foresee 
that,  in  the  struggle  to  carry  out  the  Poor  Laws,  and  to  give  out-door  relief  to  the  extent 
required  by  the  necessities  of  the  Union,  without  the  assistance  of  an  efficient  and  zealous 
Board  of  Guardians,  I shall  find  myself  in  a dilemma,  and  the  affairs  of  the  Union  in  a 
state  of  the  most  inextricable  confusion. 

I need  scarcely  remind  the  Commissioners,  that  the  increased  amount  of  relief,  since  my 
arrival  here,  has  greatly  increased  the  duties  and  difficulties  of  the  several  officers  of  the 
Poor  Law  ‘establishment  in  this  Union,  and  more  especially  for  the  last  fortnight,  during 
which  time  the  paupers  have  been  in  a constant  state  of  transition  from  in-door  to  out-door 
relief ; the  consequence  is,  that  the  staff,  never  efficient,  is  overpowered. 

I must  mention  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  as  an  exception;  he  is  most  efficient  and 
most  zealous,  but  completely  overworked. 

I write  in  haste  to  save  the  post,  as  I consider  despatch  necessary. 


Enclosure  in  the  foregoing  Letter. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  hereby  give  notice  to  all 
rate -payers  of  this  Union,  who  have  paid  their  rates  to  the  former  collectors,  and  who  appear 
to  have  been  still  returned  in  arrear  for  said  rates,  that  a meeting  of  a Committee  of  the 
Board  will  be  convened  on  Monday,  the  17th  January  1848,  with  a view  of  adopting 
ulterior  measures  for  relieving  all  rate-payers  so  circumstanced,  and  proceeding  against  the 
defaulting  collectors.  ° ■ 

Persons  coming  forward  will  require  to  produce  the  receipts  passed  by  the  late  collectors 
otherwise  the  Committee  will  not  entertain  their  cases. 

By  Order, 

r,  , _.  . John  Clarke,  Clerk  of  Union. 

Board -room,  December  24,  1847. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Wynne. 

No.  3210/48.  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

t j-  , . , . January  21,  1848. 

1 am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  report  of  the  19th  instant,  relating  to  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union.  You  will  have  been  made  aware  of  the  Commissioners’  inten- 
tion  to  dissolve  the  Board  of  Guardians  by  the  letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  19th  instant; 
and  the  Commissioners  trust,  that  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Vice-Guardiuns,  you  will  be 
enabled  to  have  the  affairs  of  the  Union  satisfactorily  administered,  and  relief  effectually 
afforded  to  the  destitute  poor. 

A copy  of  a letter,  which  the  Commissioners  have  this  day  addressed  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Union,  announcing  the  dissolution  of  the  Board,  is  enclosed  herewith  for  your 
■information. 


(170.  App.) 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Guardians. 

No.  2559/48.  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

January  21,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  under  their  consideration  a Report  from  Captain  Wynne,  dated  the  15lh  instant  relating 
to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  in  which,  amongst  other  things,  he  states,  tha^notwilh- 
standing  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  adopted  at  their  meeting  of  the  1st  instant 
to  the  effect  that  they  would  meet  daily  so  long  as  the  necessity  for  so  doing  should  con- 
tinue, no  meeting  took  place  during  the  week,  commencing  on  the  8th  instant  until  Satur- 
day, the  ordinary  day  of  meeting.  Captain  Wynne  observes,  that  it  was  the’  more  neces- 
sary to  hold  meetings  during  the  week  referred  to,  as  he  had  been  prevented  by  severe 
indisposition  from  attending  ‘in  person  to  carry  into  effect  the  measures  for  affording  out- 
door relief,  on  the  prompt  execution  of  which  the  lives  of  numbers  of  the  destitute  poor  in 
the  Union  then  depended.  1 

It  appears  that  notices  had  been  posted  throughout  the  Union,  directing  the  destitute 
persons  whose  names  had  been  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  lists  to  attend  on  the  Monday 
previous  to  the  date  of  Captain  Wynne’s  Report,  at  certain  specified  places  in  each  relief 
district,  where  their  weekly  rations  were  to  be  issued  to  them  by  the  Relieving  Officers  • 
and  arrangements  had  been  made  for  sending  out  bread  to  the  several  appointed  places  early 
on  Monday  morning.  However,  upon  sending  on  Monday,  at  11  a.m.,  to  inquire  if  these  • 
arrangements  had  been  carried  out,  Captain  Wynne  was  informed  that  nothing  had  been 
done  up  to  that  hour,  and  that  nothing  was  likely  to  be  done,  no  Guardians  being  in 
attendance.  By  this  serious  failure  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  the  execution  of  their 
duties,  the  Commissioners  are  deprived  of  all  reliance  upon  the  Guardians  for  an  effectual 
administration  of  relief  to  the  poor  of  the  Union.  The  Commissioners  have  learned  that 
m tins  painful  emergency  Captain  Wynne,  with  considerable  difficulty,  and  tlirouirh  the 
exertions  of  persons  unconnected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  succeeded  in 
preventing  any  more  serious  consequences  than  a few  hours’  delay.  This  fortunate  escano 
from  the  calamitous  consequences  which  would  otherwise  have  followed  the  neo-lecl  of  *L 
Guardians,  does  not  alter  the  conclusion  which  it  has  fixed  on  the  minds  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. At  an  important  juncture,  the  Guardians  not  only  permitted  the  execution  of  their 
Sn?!?i?S-tpdepend  UP°*n  j ie.P®rsonal  exertions  of  the  Inspector  of  the  Union,  and  of‘ per- 
sons officially  unconnected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  while  the  GmrrlLw 
did  not  even  make  an  effort  to  discharge  their  duties  by  their  presence  and  advice 
. The  Commissioners  learn,  by  a further  Report  from  Captain  Wynne,  that  it  was  found 
impossible  to  get  through  half  the  business  before  the  Guardians  on  SaJmriav  tlm  i^lI 
?nd-that  *5®  Gua”Jians  then  aSreed  to  meet  on  Monday  and  the  following  days  to 
Gu?rdl!nXnffSS  °f  freat  lmportaace;  yet>  notwithstanding  this  agreement,  and  tlfouoj  the 
Guardmns  had  issued  a notice,  in  pursuance  of  which  a large  number  of  rate-payers  Ossein 

Lv  oa^S,?CkTShar“°'1  M°nday  t0  meet  the  Board>  no  meeting  was  hefd  nor  did 
any  of  the  Guardians  attend  on  the  following  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  oiJhS,  ,, 
aware  that  business  of  an  urgent  nature  required  their  action  7'  althou*h  80  wcl1 

Shf^ 

Jf*  the  “*  **■  D Jn,  l the  5T3&  W? 

that  several  of  the  contractors  have  been  compilled  to  resort  to  leeaf  oroceedlw *'  ’ 

the  affairs  of  the  Union.  they  will  proceed 


To  the  Clerk  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union, 
Carrick-on-Shannon. 


By  Order,  &c. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  IV. 

Fiest  Repost  of  ViCE-Gy*8piAll8  to  the  Oommissionees. 

No.  5027/48. 

yo^Xd^ 

Rates. 
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Rates. 

2.  It  appears  that  a rate  of  2s.  lli.  iu  the  pound,  conjointly  for  the  purposes  of  Tempo- 
rary Relief  Act,  and  ordinary  expenditure,  amounting  nominally  to  11,920  was  signed  bv 
the  late  Board  of  Guardians  on  27th  November  last.  From  disappointments  in  procuring 
collectors,  the  placing  of  the  rate  in  proper  collection  has  been  delayed  up  to  the  present 
time.  An  arrangement,  however,  existed  during  a part  of  the  current  month,  by  which  the 
Clerk  of  the  Union  received  rates  paid  at  the  Board-room,  first,  through  the  medium  of 
Treasurer’s  receipts,  and  subsequently  in  cash ; a rebate  of  2s.  Gel.  in  the  pound  was  made 
for  such  payments.  By  this  mode  of  collection  a sum  of  2,1 12  J.  has  been  lodged  with  the 
Treasurer.  In  the  greater  number  of  the  divisions  we  have  discovered  that  the  arrears  had 
not  been  inserted  previous  to  the  signing  of  the  rate,  and  in  some  their  introduction  is  un- 
finished yet;  these  arrears,  as  returned  in  the  collectors’ arrear  sheets,  differ  materially 
from  the  actual  sums  appearing  by  the  minutes  to  be  due  of  former  rates,  the  differences 
being  unaccounted  for  by  the  previous  collectors.  The  rate-books  in  no  instance  express 
the  cliargeability  of  the  immediate  lessor  by  name,  but  merely  by  the  words  « immediate 
lessor anddn  all  cases  where  the  rate  is  so  entered,  the  names  of  occupiers  are  altogether 
omitted,  rendering  the  description  of  the  person  liable  for  the  rate  extremely  va°-ue,  and 
identification  hereafter  by  the  collector  possibly  attended  with  difficulty.  The  returas’made 
up  by  the  Clerk,  of  which  copies  are  transmitted  to  you,  show  the  rate  and  arrears  amount  to 
11,920 1. ; but  in  reality  when  the  rate-books  are  made  up,  from  the  defalcation  in  the  arrears 
the  total  will  be  considerably  short  of  that  sum. 

3.  With  reference  to  the  difficulty  connected  with  the  rates,  we  have  already  addressed  a 
letter  to  you,  in  which  we  suggest  a re-signature  of  the  books  by  us  as  paid  officers,  if  that 
be  practicable,  so  as  to  ensure  the  legality  of  a proceeding  of  such  vital  importance  as  the 
making  of  a rate ; and  the  probability  of  appeals  renders  it  more  than  ever  a matter  of  the 
utmost  necessity  that  a rate  should  be  able  to  stand  the  test  of  legal  investigation.  We 
have  urged  the  clerks  to  greater  diligence  in  finishing  the  books,  so  that  they  soon  will  be 
in  a completed  state. 

Rate- Collectors. 

_ 4.  The  services  of  four  persons,  Messrs.  Scott,  Fitzgerald,  Shaw,  and  M'Cullogh,  from 
distant  parts  of  the  country,  have  been  engaged  for  the  collection  of  the  rate.  Being°satisfied 
with  their  sureties,  we  have  duly  appointed  them.  Pending  your  approval,  we  have  directed 
their  bonds  to  be  perfected ; and  they  are  in  the  interim  making  themselves  acquainted  with 
•their  duties,  so  that  when  all  preliminaries  are  arranged,  they  may  at  once  vigorously  com- 
mence the  actual  collection  of  the  rate. 


Workhouse. 

5.  A review  of  this  establishment  exhibited  to  us  many  defects.  In  the  points  of  manao-e- 
ment  we  observed  that  the  majority  of  the  inmates,  embracing  nearly  all  the  adults,  were 
without  the  Union  clothing,  and  remained  in  the  tattered  and  miserable  garments  which 
'form  the  dress,  or  rather  absence  of  dress,  of  the  pauper  population.  The  supply  of  beddino- 
was  so  meagre,  that  many  of  the  inmates  were  huddled  together  in  the  dormitories,  and^ 
with  the  animal  heat  generated  by  close  contact,  tried  to  make  up  for  the  absence  of  cover- 
ing. The  schools  appear  most  defective  in  the  requisites  for  educational  or  industrial 
training.  The  serving  of  the  meals  most  irregular,  accomplished  without  system,  and  not 
until  an  advanced  period  of  the  day,  calculated  sadly  to  augment  the  progress  of  disease. 
Classification  imperfect : the  able-bodied  men  and  the  women,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
females  who  sew  a little,  totally  unemployed.  Repairs  to  a considerable  extent  required  : 
the  pump  in  men’s  yard  gone  entirely  to  destruction,  the  well  being  only  available  by  means 
of  a bucket,  and  every  thing  Connected  with  the  plumbing,  department 'being  entirely  out  of 
-order,  the  supply  of  water  dependent  on  its  conveyance  from  the  Shannon  River,  half  a mile 
distant ; thus  causing  (or  at  least  pleaded  as  an  excuse  for)  the  absence  of  cleanliness  which 
characterizes  the  establishment,  and  the  lateness  in  having  the  meals  prepared.  The  glazing' 
of  the  windows  defective,  and  regulated  ventilation,  the  medical  officer  states,  thereby  pre- 
vented ; thus  encouraging  the  spread  of  disease  amongst  the  inmates.  Whitewashing  for  a 
■longtime  unused,  which,  independent  of  sanitary  consequences,  gives  an  unsightly  aspect 
to  the  wards.  The  earthen  floors,  from  inattention,  full  of  pits  and  inequalities ; the  yards 
i irregular  and  unclean;  the  drains  allowed  to  become  completely  useless,  so  that  in  rainy 
weather  some  of  the  wards  are  completely  innundated,  though,  from  the  position  of  the 
building,  sufficient  facilities  for  good  drainage  exist;  the  locks  out  of  order,  and  every 
•facility  existing  for  the  intermixture  of  the  classes  and  sexes ; cesspools  requiring  clean- 
ing; sickness  prevailing  amongst  the  inmates,  beyond  those  in  infirmary,  and  patients 
suffering  from  infectious  diseases,  in  dormitories  of  main  building,  amid  the  healthy ; the 
mortality  high,  and  appears  to  have  been  so  for  some  time  past ; a defective  supply  of 
implements  and  utensils  ; dietary  of  an  imperfect,  but  by  no  means  of  a correspondingly 
economical,  character ; the  infants  in  nursery  wearing  a miserable  appearance,  and  the 
paupers  generally*  exhibiting  unhealtliiness,  although  the  house  is  not  inconveniently 
crowded;  indeed,  we  think,  by  proper  management,  it  might  he  made  to  contain  many  more 
inmates,  as  some  wards  are  yet  quite  unoccupied ; no  contracts  were  in  existence,  and 
therefore  the  supplies  of  a most  defective  description,  not  even  compensated  by  cheapness  in 
price,  and  the  deliveries  of  some  articles  irregular,  and  opposed  to  the  convenience  of  the 
(170.  Arp.)  XX  establishment; 
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appendix:  select  committee  on  the  petition  op  the 


Carrick-on-Shannon  establishment;  no  amount  of  stores,  either  as  regards  food  or  clothitt",  such  as  should  bp 
Union.  to  provide  against  temporary  embarrassment  arising  any  hour,  causing  much  evil ; anv 
property  there  was,  such  as  fuel  or  straw,  unprotected  from  waste. 

Few  of  the  wretched  habits  of  the  paupers  when  living  outside  seem  to  have  been  cor- 
rected since  their  admission,  and  their  state  appears  little  ameliorated  or  improved,  save  bv 
their  having  the  shelter  of  the  workhouse  walls.  y 

".  We  have  had  scarcely  yet  sufficient  opportunity  of  forming  an  accurate  estimate  of  tin. 
abilities  of  the  officers.  The  schoolmaster  has  tendered,  his  resignation.  T he  master  it 
tears,  was  withdrawn  from  his  duties  1 i ’ , 


Inmates. 


Officers. 


arrival  winch  we  should  desire,  the  matron  and  schoolmistress  seem  to  be  active,  officers 
and  we  doubt  not,  under  proper  management,  shall  effectively  perform  the  duties  of  their 
respective  situations.  However,  future  reports  shall  convey  more  minute  ami  deliberate 
opinions  with  regard  to  the  officials.  J ai( 

Corrective  measures  8.  Our  supervision  lias  been  exercised  to  correct,  as  far  as  possible,  the  evils  to  which  we 
have  referred.  We  have  advertised  for  contracts,  directed  the  introduction  of  several  h„- 
f in  delude of  workhouse  management,  and  we  are  preparing  an  unloaded  dietary 
table.  A schoolmaster  will  be  forthwith  elected  ill  room  of  the  person  resigned.  We  have 
received,  through  Captain  Wynne,  a supply  of  clothing,  which  will  be  most  usefullv  applied 
when  propel  ly  marked  (a  process  heretofore  unattended  to).  Wo  propose  to  convert  tile 
»;n?d8  T*4  *****  a?comi“°dati°n>  opening  a communication  between 

nShW™  £ We ft  aPP?P"ah“S  ‘lie  machinery  of  old  pump,  now  lumber,  as  far  as 

possible,  r°r  it,  we  would  require  to  deepen  the  former  well  to  make  it  of  nnv  n««  »m  i 
thmk  it  better,  and  likely  to  b‘e  little  more"  expensiv  “to  make  a now  we  i 1ST  iu u 1,™ 

sssw'ASi-vfirsa ssstftssm 

adv“ntogrerSy  “m°“SSt  a eoamM  institution,  already  productive^  we  think,’  of 


State  of  accounts. 


Accounts. 


Finances, 


Relieving  Officers, 


Account. 

agg.» 

for  preparino  them  (from  the  rlpfectitro  . e lnust  iave  cl°uhts,  as  materials  did  not  exist 
toss,  o^d  to  draw 

weuftvoAtogK'e  PoS  mrinS‘  °f  Dnion  affairs'  “ ^ential  to  the 

honesty,  arises  from  the  punctual  keeninp-  nf  ® fety+m  res’rai"ing  waste  aud  promoting 
vided  for  same.  "When  officers  are  not  .ac°°.un^s»  and  adherence  to  the  forms  pro- 

defective  in  every  other.  We  will  make  it  our  nh£t  dePartment>  th®y  arc  usuully  found 
officers,  and  exciting  diligence  Si ^ <*  the 

as  possible.  We  are  not  without  fears  that  the , nl  If  ?ect  as  ma!*-v  improvements 
to  be  in  the  house,  may  not  exactly aBP«™B  by  the  books 
meration,  investigate  this  particular.  The  provision  and  ledver'n^6  SlUl  ’ by  an  C!irIy  om" 
be  put  in  course  of  immediate  restoration  toorde,  and  shall 

for  this  purpose.  er>  and  we  vvld  employ  additional  assistants 

Funds. 

of  the  ^ndon^aud0  D^bli^^n^which^'aTted^c 'tr  °Sa^'  ‘T™oval  of  the  branch 
transfer  our  account  to  the  National  Bank  Branch  in' BoX  W ™ ware  obliged  to 
w.ll  keep  us  afloat  until  tile  new  rate  collectors  reen, it  ra  r'fi  W tmSt  *e  •"">  a‘  disposal 
the  repayment  of  a sum  of  200 L which  was  olsejnftft  2“  a ?CeS;  ^T,e  have  ‘"sisted  oil 
late  Board,  to  purchase  clothing,  hut  which  clothing  fi.4'  °f  “ Mr‘  Payton,  by  the 
cured  by  him.  " men  clothing,  from  another  arrangement,  was  not  pro- 

Out-door  Relief. 

competent,  hut  not  parfcularl™ ^nv^siXwith' theii  duties  “Yt  ?°S!  cas“  the>‘  *Pf«t 
defective  state.  The  application  and  reportbooks » a most 
the  commencement,  had  not  been  initialed  by  the  Chahman^L  1 j"  ?f  We  or  twn 

toce^ 

provided 
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provided  them ; they  seemed  to  have  relieved  the  able-bodied  indiscriminately,  although  dis- 
tinctly informed  by  Captain  Wynne  to  alone  send  that  class  to  the  workhouse.  It  appears 
to  us  that  by  the  defective  manner  they  have  been  managing  their  duties,  applicants  crowd 
upon  them  who  have  no  claims  for  relief. 

13.  We  proceeded  to  investigate  the  applications  so  far  as  we  were  able,  and  will  complete 
the  entire  examination  of  the  arrear  book  with  the  least  possible  delay.  Until  a provisions’ 
contractor  can  be  obtained,  we  have  placed  money  in  the  officers'  hands  to  purchase  meal  • 
we  have  instructed  them  to  give  no  relief  to  the  abie-bodied  without  exacting  a task  of  work; 
and,  to  enable  them  to  do  this,  have  directed  them  to  employ  temporary  superintendents  at 
Is.  per  day  wages,  and  procure  stones  for  breaking  at  Gd.  per  ton,  until  more  formal  arrange- 
menis  can  be  made.  We  have  applied  to  the  offices  of  Public  Works  for  hammers;  and  so 
soon  as  the  weather  improves,  we  hope  to  have  the  test  of  stone-breaking  in  full  operation. 

14.  We  are  quite  sure  that  from  want  of  a proper  supervision  of  the  Relieving  Officers  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  numbers  have  been  provided  with  relief  who  are  not  proper  objects 
for  such ; we  are  also  disposed  to  think  that  many  who  should  receive  relief  have  not  yet 
been  reached  by  these  officers.  The  test  of  the  workhouse  having  been  altogether  removed 
by  the  late  course  adopted,  of  turning  persons  out  of  the  workhouse  to  be  placed  on  the 
extern  relief  lists,  without  regard  to  their  length  of  residence  therein,  or  the  class  to  which 
they  belonged  ; persons  seek  admission  into  the  workhouse  as  a channel  to  out-door  relief. 
The  number  of  applications  was  increased  from  this  cause,  the  applicants  being  unrestrained 
by  the  fear  of  an  order  to  the  workhouse;  latterly,  the  Relieving  Officers  were  even  sending 
to  the  workhouse  persons  of  the  very  classes  which  should  have  been  kept  on  out-relief.  We 
conclude  that  the  stone-breaking  system,  and  using  our  available  workhouse  space  alone 
for  the  able-bodied,  will  have  a successful  effect  in  restraining  the  pressure  for  relief;  but  it 
is  unfortunate  that  it  has  already  received  such  an  impetus. 

Temporary  Feoer  Hospitals. 

15.  We  have  been  called  upon  to  make  disbursements  on  account  of  the  expenses  of 
patients  (30  in  number)  in  temporary  fever  sheds.  The  expenditure  has  not  been  authorized 
by  a relief  committee,  nor  the  accounts  presented  through  them,  and  the  cost  per  head  of 
patients  seems  high.  We  conceive  we  cannot  be  considered  unreasonable  in  asking  the 
committee  to  perform  their  part  by  affording  assistance  in  examining  the  accounts  of  this 
establishment,  and  enabling  us  satisfactorily  to  meet  them,  which  we  could  not  otherwise 
do.  We  have  addressed  a circular  to  the  members  of  the  Relief  Committee,  a copy  of  which 
we  append. 

Liabilities. 

16.  We  understand  that  law  proceedings  are  in  course  against  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians,  for  the  recovery  of  debts  due  by  them  to  contractors,  "&c.  of  the  workhouse,  and 
some  law  processes  have  been  served  since  our  taking  charge.  A communication  has  been 
made  to  these  creditors,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith. 

Forme r Board. 

17.  That  the  manifold  abuses  which  pervade  every  department  of  Union  affairs,  should 
have  been  called  into  existence,  does  not  excite  surprise,  when  we  become  acquainted  with 
the  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  late  Board.  No  report  of  the  Visiting  Committee 
was  made  since  December  1846.  It  would  seem  that  the  really  important  parts  of  the  Poor 
Law  administration  received  no  notice,  while  any  time  devoted  by  the  Guardians  to  the 
institution  was  wasted  in  useless  discussion.  Great  complaints  are  made  to  us,  that  personal 
favour  alone  frequently  influenced  the  proceedings  of  the  Board ; and  the  high  prices  at 
which  some  contracts  were  made,  and  the  unequal  mode  of  liquidating  the  claims  of  cre- 
ditors, bear  out  these  statements.  The  fearful  responsibilities  which  in  this  season  of  cala- 
mity surround  a Board  of  Guardians  seem  not  to  have  been  felt;  nor  were  the  difficulties 
which  must  attend  the  working  of  the  Poor  Law  system  for  a considerable  time  to  come,  in 
the  least  provided  against.  In  truth,  it  would  seem  as  if  they  were  complacently  looking  on 
while  the  only  mode  of  arresting  starvation  was  becoming  abortive  and  useless. 

18.  We  have  received  every  assistance  from  Captain  Wynne,  the  efficient  Temporary 
Inspector,  whose  untiring  services  (under  which  his  health  at  length  gave  way),  in  perform- 
ing many  of  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  we  are  convinced  have  been  promotive  of 
important  benefits  to  Union  affairs,  and  that  without  his  exertions  disastrous  results  ere  this 
would  have  ensued. 

19.  We  have  to  apologise  for  the  length  of  this  Report;  and  we  shall  duly  furnish  a 
weekly  statement  of  our  proceedings,  as  you  direct  in  your  letter  already  referred  to. 


No.  6787/48. 


The  Vioe-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners. 


Carrick-on-Shannon,  February  8,  1848. 

1.  We  beg  to  provide  our  second  Weekly  Report  on  the  affairs  of  this  Union. 


Rates  and  Rate-Collectors. 

2.  We  have  succeeded  in  placing  only  one  district,  comprising  two  Electoral  Divisions 
yet  in  collection.  The  amount  of  rate  on  this  district  is  1,717  l,  515 1.  of  which  has  already 
(170.  App.)  Xx2  been 
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been  received  in  the  Board-room,  under  the  arrangement  of  the  late  Board.  The  remainder 
1,201  L,  we  trust,  will  soon  be  made  available  by  the  collector,  Mr.  M'Gullagh,  who  has 
received  his  warrant,  and  seems  likely  to  prosecute  his  work  with  vigour.  The  delay  in 
placing  the  remaining  districts  in  collection,  has  arisen  from  the  bonds  of  the  other  three 
collectors  not  being  yet  perfected  (arising  from  want  of  forethought  previous  to  our  arrival) 
to  our  great  annoyance  and  disappointment.  Prior  to  our  next  report,  wc  expect  to  have 
the  rate  of  the  entire  Union  in  collection.  The  arrears  are  all  duly  carried  into  the  col- 
lecting books,  and  it  remains  but  for  the  collectors  to  be  finally  fixed  in  their  office  by  the 
perfecting  of  their  bonds,  to  have  the  warrants  for  all  the  divisions  signed,  and  the  rate  nut 
in  full  process  of  collection.  1 

Worhhouse. 

. 3;  0ur  «®>rt8  liave  been  vigorously  exerted,  during  the  past  week,  to  effect  improvement 
m the  condition  of  the  workhouse  in  its  several  departments.  The  dietary  appears  to  us  of 
prnnary  importance,  and  suggests  itself,  in  connexion  with  the  large  and  increasing  amount 
of  sickness  amongst  the  inmates,  one  of  the  great  evils  at  present  of  the  establishment.  Some 


for  a,  continuance  in  the  office.  Independent  of  his  uncertain  health,  we  arc  inclined  toYcar 
his  incapacity  to  perform  efficiently  the  duties  of  a workhouse  master,  although  we  admit, 
he  has  exhibited  considerable  zeal  since  our  taking  charge.  The  recent  supply  of  clothing 
we  have  received  will  enable  us  to  accomplish  most  useful  results.  a 


n 1eS?tU,tion  which.  s.urround!  us-  llie  acuities  connected  with  the  employment 
of  the  able-bodied  men  receiving  out-door  relief,  has  retarded  its  introduction ; but  we  shall 
peisevere  m the  accomplishment  of  this  necessary  measure.  One  Relieving  Officer  lias 
resigned,  and  we  proceed  at  once  to  elect  a successor.  ^ 

Additional  Accommodation. 

■ we  C0ClPietf  rePail’s  of  the  shed  adjoining  male-yard,  and  economize  space 

by  a better  arrangement  of  the  classes,  which  will  be  ere  long,  we  hope  to  have  room  foi?  the 

»h”rmniaac 1 l°d,i  rn-  are  on  ;°ok-°nt  f°r 

transfer  W.  , s ’6  Pr.ent  m"lates  °f  tIle  w°rW”MI*.  °f  olasses  suitable  for  tie 
uSon  « h!  T 1'0t,d,sP08e‘iito  organ, ze  auxiliary  workhouses  in  distant  parts  of  the 
Union,  as  has  aheady  been  contemplated  by  Captain  Wynne.  From  local  circumstances 
we  fear  such  a project  would  be  impracticable  ; the  difficulties  in  procuring  suitable  Ironses’ 

foLSTft  JtothrXHnem  the  ^P^taeri  whiMd  ariLTn 

consiSr  4e  attempt  hoJeTesi  Ce”tral  ™ oblige  us  to 

Temporary  Fever  Sheds. 

'gng&t&SESSS&e&S 

The  cost  of  each  patient  is  at  the  hiMi  vat*  nf  h ™ ^7  ^01  j 16  bedd'nS  or  *ood  required. 

Epr0uSpawti 

people  would  prefer  them  to  a better  reoulated  hospitS  and  woSt  f the.  "“fortunate 
allowed  to  continue  inmates.  We  consider  mich  a Lni  r wou.ld  even  feign  sickness  to  ho 
productive  of  injurious  moral  effect-;  W»  P Ce  discredltab‘e  to  a community,  and 

have  permitted  such  a state  of  things  without  stronff^mnntt™^  116  ^ ®.dical  °1fl™er  1could 
provision.  ° remonstrances  and  demands  for  better 

capable  J coStefningToInmSeTafa^ skfefdts\XeCfrom^ftou«  **  V[0rkl\0llse 
the  Board  of  Health  to  permit  our  converting  S ; "I  have  S°llC,ted 

erection,  and  the  patients  in  the  huts  on  the  com mon  sh/l ftPreSenj;  G?S  f-°  assist,m  its 
We.are  anxious  to  be  informed  if  this  nrm-pdm-o  u a J36  Provided  f°r  in  new  sheds, 
receiving  same,  at  once  advertise  for  contacts^  and  hare  them  prepTOd”0'1™’  “d  8h“'1’  °n 
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8.  The  expense  of  the  temporary  sheds  alluded  to  seemed  so  excessive,  and  their  mode  of  Carrick-on-Shannoa 
management  so  unsatisfactory,  that  we  felt  reluctant  to  devote  the  Union  funds  to  their  Union, 

support  without  proper  control,  that  at  first  we  asked  the  assistance  of  the  old  Relief  Com-  « . ~ , 

mittee  in  the  supervising  of  the  accounts,  which,  we  believe,  would  have  been  a legitimate  from  Fever  Com- 
exercisc  of  their  functions  as  continued  by  Fever  Act ; we  designed  it  also  as  an  act  of  mittee,  and  refused, 

courtesy : they,  however,  with  one  exception  (Captain  Cox),  refused  to  act.  A number  of 
this  Committee,  ex-officio  members  of  the  late  Board,  waited  on  us,  and,  certainly,  they  did 
not  seem  actuated  by  very  benevolent  or  philanthropic  motives ; but  under  no  circumstances, 
experience  tells  us,  could  these  temporary  sheds  now  be  continued  in  operation. 

D.  Your  order  enabling  us  to  have  meetings  at  any  part  of  the  Union  will  afford  facilities  **  .• 
for  the  transaction  of  our  business.  u™ 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Vice-Guardians. 

No.  6787/48. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  February  11,  1S48. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have  had 
under  consideration  your  Report  of  the  8th  instant,  on  the  progress  of  your  arrangements 
for  the  more  effectual  administration  of  the  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  poor  in  Car- 
rick-on-Shannon Union. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  observe  that  you  are  delayed  in  proceeding  with  the  collec- 
tion of  the  rate,  except  in  one  officer’s  district,  by  the  non-completion  of  the  other  collectors’ 
bonds ; but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  object  will  not  be  further  retarded. 

The  illness  of  the  master  of  the  workhouse  should  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, preclude  you  from  providing  another  master,  if  you  have  satisfied  yourselves,  by  an 
examination  of  the  workhouse  accounts,  and  your  observations  of  the  present  officer’s  mode 
of  executing  his  duties,  that  he  cannot  efficiently  fill  the  office. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  your  erecting  proper  sheds  on  the  workhouse  site  for 
reception  of  persons  in  fever ; but  the  huts  which  you  describe  as  the  temporary  hospital  of 
the  Relief  Committee  cannot  be  interfered  with  by  you,  unless  by  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  although  you  are  bound  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  such  hospital  accom- 
modation while  that  Board  may  consider  it  necessary.  As,  however,  the  Committee  will 
not  act,  and  you  propose  to  provide  proper  accommodation  in  lieu  of  the  temporary  huts 
which  the  Committee  caused  to  be  constructed,  and  which  you  consider  unfit  for  human  habi- 
tations, the  Board  of  Health  may,  probably,  sanction  your  using,  as  proposed,  such  portions 
of  the  timber  in  these  huts  as  could  be  made  available  in  the  construction  of  proper  sheds. 
The  Commissioners  will,  therefore,  forward  to  the  Board  of  Health  an  extract  from  your 
Report,  and  request  the  consideration  of  it. 


No.  V. 

Enclosures. 

Copy  of  Letter  to  Relief  Committee: — January  20,  1848. 

Sir, 

I am  directed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  to  communicate,  with  you  relative  to  temporary 
fever-sheds,  under  the  control  of  the  Carrick-ou-Shannon  Relief  Committee,  of  which  you 
are  a member. 

You  are  aware  that  this  Committee  still  retains  all  its  functions  under  Fever  Act,  and  the 
exercise  of  these  appears  to  be  of  considerable  importance  at  the  present  time;  the  sheds 
are  at  present  in  operation,  and  can  scarcely  he  expected  to  be  less  necessary  for  some 
time  to  come.  The  support  of  the  patients  now  involves  a considerable  expenditure,  and 
at  a high  rate  (6  s.  per  week  being  the  average  for  each  patient).  This  expense  is 
expected,  the  Vice-Guardians  learn  from  Dr.  Sullivan,  the  medical  officer  under  Board  of 
Health,  to  be  borne  by  the  Vice-Guardians.  Now,  unless  the  Committee  exercise  its  part 
of  the  duties,  by  supervising  the  management  of  the  institution,  and  examining  and  authen- 
ticating the  accounts,  the  Vice-Guardians  would  not  feel  justified  in  contributing  to  the 
expenditure,  which  they  are  otherwise  disposed  to  do.  Should  you  desire  to  make  any 
arrangement  with  the  Vice-Guardians,  they  shall  be  happy  to  confer  with  you  at  their  next 
meeting  on  Saturday  next. 

I am,  &c. 

John  Clarke,  Clerk  to  Union. 


(170.  Afp.) 
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APPENDIX  : SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


Copy  of  a Letter  to  Union  Creditors  : — January  29,  1848. 

Sir, 

I am  directed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  this  Union  to  communicate  to  you  their  views 
in  reference  to  the  proceedings  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  institute  for  the  recovery 
or  certain  sums  you  allege  to  be  due  you  by  the  late  Board  of  Guardians. 

It  appears  to  the  Vice -Guardians  that  this  course  is  dictated  by  a misapprehension  of  the 
actual  prospects  of  the  discharge  of  your  claim  which  law  proceedings  afford. 

The  pressure  of  a legal  action  may  operate  favourably  on  a private  individual  in  producin'*- 
a settlement,  but  in  the  case  of  a Union,  where  the  seizure  of  property  or  person  need  not  bo 
feared,  the  only  result  of  an  action  at  law  can  be  the  accumulation  of' costs. 

It  is  notorious  that  there  are  no  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Guardians  beyond  what  is 
required  to  meet  the  immediate  pressure  of  destitution,  one  penny  of  which  could  not  he  con- 
verted to  any  other  purpose  ; lawsuits  cannot,  therefore,  have  the  slightest  effect  in  extract- 
ing the  smallest  payment;  and  whatever  be  the  consequence  of  such  proceeding*  they  must 
be  passively  endured.  There  are  no  stores  in  this  workhouse,  nor  are  any  likely  to  be  further 
than  what  is  required  for  the  wants  of  a day.  Indeed,  all  the  moveables  in  the  house,  which 
could  be  rendered  available  under  an  execution,  would  be  an  equivalent  but  for  a very  triflin'* 
amount.  J a 


The  seizure  of  these  could  produce  little  benefit  to  a creditor,  nor  difficulty  to  the  Vice- 
Guardians  ; but  if  even  the  occupation  of  the  workhouse  was  rendered  no  longer  practicable 
by  an  act  of  this  kind,  which  would  not  be  the  case,  the  expedient  of  transferring  all  the 
paupers  to  out-relief  could  be  accomplished,  and  the  workhouse  thus  dispensed  with. 

One  object  of  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  Union  being  transferred  to  us  was- 
doubtless,  that  it  should  be  placed  in  a position  to  liquidate  its  debts.  This,  on  the  nart 
of  the  Government,  is  a great  boon  to  the  individuals  who  are  creditors.  The  rates  the 
only  source  from  which  the  finances  of  the  Union  can  be  recruited,  will  now  be  ri’ndlv 
exacted;  and  if  a shadow  of  hope  exists  to  the  creditors,  it  is  from  the  law  being  nroucrlv 
carried  out.  ' » 


It  is  manifestly  the  interest  of  every  person  who  expects  the  favourable  consideration  at 
the  present  Union  authorities  (who  can  be  looked  to  as  the  only  resource),  nut  to  provoke 
their  displeasure  by  vexatious  law  proceedings;  and  further,  It  is  their  fixed  course  of 
action  that  the  claims  of  those  Who  persist  in  compulsory  measures,  shall  bo  till'  verv 
last  which  shaU  receive  the  benefit  of  any  future  resources  that  may  be  available. ' The 
Vice- Guardians  thus,  for  your  own  sake,  desire  to  place  you  in  possession  of  the  real  state 
of  the case,  so  that  you  may  not  blindly  be  involved  still  deeper;  though  at  the  same 

matter  JtoM LdifiSnce.  ^ ^ °f  “I“luCt  yOU  may  is  *>  u. 

I am,  &c. 

John  Clarke,  Clerk  to  Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  lo,  1848. 

tlle  ‘ 00ncf  “ °,f  tha  Commissioners  at  the  deplorable  state  in  which 
you  have  found  the  workhouse  ; but  the  Commissioners  trust  that  by  acting  strictly  on  tile 
regulations  laid  down  by  the  Commissioners,  and  by  constant  and  vigilant  inspection  von 
will  be  enabled  to  restore  the  workhouse  to  a state  of  cleanliness,  deceScy and  Sr  * 


Captain  Wynne  to  tile  Commissiomms  February  5,  1848. 

1 .rave  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  for  tlle  last 
week  I have  turned  my  attention  to  the  following  subjects a 

1st.  The  present  rtate  of  the  Union  (as  regards  the  amount  and  urgent  nature  of  destitu- 
tmn)  as  compared  with  that  which  I found  to  exist  in  the  end  of  November  and  tile  month 
of  December  last,  when  I visited  the  same  localities. 

have  prevent^^tt^doi^^o.11^011  ^ re'‘rfhas  not  yet  reached,  and  the  causes  which 

3d.  The  amount  of  employment  at  present  afforded  in  the  Union. 

4th.  The  probable  amount  of  able-bodied  applicants  for  out-door  relief,  should  emnlov- 
ment  continue  to  be  altogether  withheld  as  at  present.  ^ ^ 

5th.  The  selection  of  the  most  convenient  situations  for  depbts  for  the  employment  of  the 
able-bodied  on  out-door  rehef,  taking  into  account  the  facility  of  obtaining  Stores,  and  pro- 
! “b  'I  f disposing refHiem  advantageously  hereafter,  by  reason  of  tile  froximity  of  con- 
tempi ated  works  of  drainage  or  finishing  of  roads.  * ^ 

I Jdv^V0  S3V  “"a  !haJ  ^tiotlum  increased  to  a fearful  extent;  in  feet,  in  some 
locahttes,  it  may  be  said  to  have  reached  the  entire  population.  I could  discern  a palpable 
change  m many  of  the  persons  whose  appearance  I recollected  in  December,  and  wL  were 
then  comparatively  in  health  and  vigour. 

In 
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In  most  cases  these  poor  persons  are  landholders,  who,  though  apparently  willing  to  sur- 
render  their  land,  still  clung  to  their  cabins,  and  were  therefore  unable  to  prevail  on  the 
landlord  to  take  the  land,  and  give  them  a certificate  to  that  effect,  which  the  Relieving 
Officers  require.  In  some  cases,  the  multiplicity  of  applications  to  the  Relieving  Officers 
rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to  visit  all  the  parties,  place  their  names  on  the  list  and 
issue  rations  with  that  despatch  which  would  be  desirable  ; but  the  preliminary  steps  are 
found  to  be  indispensable,  as  all  cases  are  represented  as  most  destitute  and  urgent  and 
every  species  of  fraud  and  imposition  practised  by  the  applicants. 

I regret  to  sav,  tllat  from  personal  observation,  and  from  reports  by  the  Relieving  Officers 

1 do  not  tlimk  there  are  in  the  entire  Union  20  labourers  employed.  1 1 

It  appears  to  me  that  no  effort  whatever  is  being  made  in  any  branch  of  improvement 
or  m agricultural  operations,  to  employ  the  able-bodied ; nor  do  I see  any  grounds  for 
expecting  any  movement  in  this  direction  before  the  end  of  next  month,  when  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  self-preservation  will  induce  the  formers  at  least  to  undertake  the  necessary 
agricultural  operations ; till  then,  I see  no  other  prospect  of  support  for  at  least  three-fourths 
of  the  labouring  class  than  the  Poor  Law. 

The  out-door  relief  list  amounts  at  present  to  2,268.  The  numbers  in  the  workhouse 
amount  to  830.  Jhe  number  of -children  receiving  daily  rations  of  bread,  4,300,  besides 
several  families  peculiarly  circumstanced,  to  whom  I afford  relief  from  week  to  week. 

The  Commissioners  will  perceive  that  at  this  moment  a very  large  amount  of  relief  is 
given  m the  Union  ; yet  such  is  the  extent  of  the  demand,  and  such  the  amount  of  misery 
and  suffering  from  various  causes,  that  in  some  localities  our  efforts  are  scarcely  perceptible, 
their  increasing  exigencies  keeping  pace  with  those  efforts  to  meet  them.  If  cannot  be 
denied  that  destitution  is  assuming  a more  formidable  character  than  during  any  period  of 
the  past  year ; though  food  is  cheap  and  plenty,  there  is  but  one  mode  of  obtaining  it  by  the 
mass  of  the  people,  that  is,  through  the  medium  of  the  Poor  Law. 

We  hope  to  have  the  able-bodied  at  work  generally  throughout  the  Union,  and  to  fix 
our  depots  m such  situations  as  will  render  the  stones,  when  broken,  valuable  for  drainage 
and  other  purposes.  ^ 

Some  gentlemen  have  intimated  a wish  to  contract  for  broken  stones  for  their  drainage 
operations ; but  as  such  a course  would  in  some  degree  interfere  with  private  employment 
1 think  lt  would  be  objectionable.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  if  the  landed  proprietors  ever  put 
their  projected  improvements  into  execution,  any  quantity  of  broken  stones  may  be  advan- 
tageously disposed  of.  J 

In  consequence  of  the  vast  numbers  of  able-bodied  at  present  throwing  themselves  on  the 
Relieving  Officers  for  out-door  relief,  and  the  impossibility  of  visiting  the  residences  of  the 
parties  within  a sufficiently  short  time,  consistent  with  the  proper  discharge  of  their  other 
duties,  1 would  beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  expediency  of  allowing 
them  an  assistant  each  for  a fortnight  or  three  weeks;  the  duties  to  be  performed  bv 
this  assistant  should  be  confined  to  receiving  applications  and  issuino-  rations  &c  • leaving 
those  duties  which  involve  responsibility,  viz.,  visiting  and  reporting  on  the  several’cases  to 
tlie  Relieving  Officers ; this  would  accelerate  their  movements,  which  at  present  are  not  as 
rapid  as  is  desirable.  I believe,  however,  they  are  doing  their  utmost,  and  that  such  is  the 
standard  of  education  in  this  country,  that  we  could  scarcely  expect  to  find  more  efficient 
persons  to  fill  their  situations. 

Considerable  improvements  are  being  effected  in  the  interior  economy  of  the  workhouse. 

We  are  taking  steps  to  put  the  supply  of  water  on  a better  footing,  as  also  to  put  the 
pipes  and  cocks  m proper  repair.  1 

We  hove  received  the  simply  of  clothing  which  I purchased  when  in  Dahlia  and 
winch  will  effect  a considerable  improvement  111  the  comfort  and  appearance  of  tile  house 
and  inmates.  1 

I regret  to  say  that  disease  is  gaining  ground  upon  us  in  the  house  as  well  as  out  of  it 
there  have  been  37  deaths  this  week,  all  confined  to  recent  admissions,  who  come  to  us  in  a* 
most  hopeless  state,  quite  beyond  human  aid.  There  is  considerable  alarm  amongst  the 
officers  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  fever  and  dysentery. 

Under  existing  circumstances,  I think  it  would  be  advisable  not  to  admit  the  persons 
who  present  themselves ; but  we  have  no  choice  but  admit  them,  or  allow  them  to  die  at 
the  gate. 

Numbers  of  children  who  have  been  placed  for  some  time  on  out-door  relief,  and  who  have 
received  rations,  having  lost  their  parents,  are  refused  lodgings  or  admissions  to  the  houses 
ot  their  other  relations  on  any  terms,  and  are,  consequently,  sent  to  ns  in  a state  past  all 
Hope  ot  recovery,  from  previous  neglect : we  must  admit  them. 

No  lodgings  can  be  obtained ; the  remaining  houses  and  cabins  in  the  Union  are  crowded 
and  becoming  fewer  daily.  ’ 

I shall  call  the  attention  of  the  Vice-Guardians  again  to  the  Elphin  store,  and  request  of 
woAlreuir*  '*  m th0  0C>“rSe  °f  “eXt  We6k’  with  “ ™w  to  maki"S  il  available  as  an  aixiliary 
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Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 
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appendix:  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  9,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  be  informed  by  your  report  of  the  5th  instant  that  des- 
titution and  sickness  are  both  increasing  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  to  a very  serious 
extent. 

They  are  unable  to  point  out  any  remedy  applicable  to  the  cases  of  those  poor  persons 
referred  to,  whose  landlords  will  not  take  the  land  from  them  unless  they  also  give  up  pos- 
session of  their  cabins ; but  whenever  occupation  is  abandoned,  there  is  no  longer  a question 
for  inquiry,  and  relief  may  be  given. 

The  Commissioners  observe  with  apprehension  for  the  result,  that  no  effort  is  made  in  the 
Union  to  provide  employment  for  the  labouring  population;  and  the  owners  as  well  as  the 
occupiers  of  land  will  necessarily  feel  the  consequences  of  this  supineness  in  the  augmented 
amount  of  poor-rates  and  the  frequency  of  assessments. 

The  Commissioners  concur  in  your  opinion  that  the  Vice-Guardians  cannot  enter  into 
agreements  with  any  parties  to  supply  broken  stone  for  land  drains.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
persons  undertaking  drainages  will  employ  labourers  themselves  for  each  portion  of  the 
work;  however,  it  will,  of  course,  be  open  to  the  Vice-Guardians  to  sell  broken  stone  for  any 
purpose ; but  in  all  cases  the  full  price  of  broken  stone  should  be  charged,  otherwise  the 
1 hour  of  the  paupers  would  be  rendered  as  available  to  the  profit  of  the  purchasers,  and  as 
detrimental  to  hired  labour,  as  if  the  Vice-Guardians  directly  provided  pauper  labourers  of 
the  drainage  works,  by  contract,  in  the  way  proposed. 

The  Commissioners  object  to  the  employment  of  Assistant  Relieving  Officers  to  receive 
applications ; they  prefer  that  the  existing  districts  should  be  divided,  where  the.  present 
duties  require  more  than  one  officer;  in  which  case  additional  officers  should  be  temporarily 
employed ; and  there  is  not  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  persons  who  could  be  entrusted 
with  the  receiving  and  registering  of  applications  would  not  be  competent  for  all  the  duties. 
If,  however,  the  assistance  necessary  can  be  limited  to  the  issuing  of  rations,  while  the 
Relieving  Officer  is  present,  there  is  no  objection  to  employing  men  for  that  purpose  at 
moderate  weekly  wages.  1 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — February  12,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  1 have  been 
engaged  for  the  past  week  in  the  performance  of  the  following  duties  : — 

I have  visited  many  parts  of  the  Union,  with  a view  to  ascertain  the  manner  in  which 
the  Relieving  Officers  were  discharging  their  important  duties,  and  the  effect  produced  by  the 
relief  already  afforded,  whether  there  were  any  and  just  grounds  for  complaint,  which  L had 
received  against  those  officers,  of  inattention  to  the  wants  of  the  poorest  classes,  or  whether 
they  were  using  their  utmost  endeavours  to  visit  and  relieve  every  legitimate  case  in  their 
respective  districts. 

The  result  of  my  observation,  and  of  many  investigations  into  particular  cases,  has  been 
certainly  favourable  to  the  Relieving  Officers,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Laird,  who  has  been 
lately  appointed,  and  in  whom  lam  much  disappointed.  He  came  to  us  highly  recom- 
mended, and  possessing  an  extensive  knowledge  of  the  locality  over  which  he  has  been 
appointed,  having  been  clerk  to  the  late  Relief  Committee  during  the  operations  of  the 
temporary  Relief  Act.  He,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  any  feeling  for  the  sufferings 
! v?6.  People,  and  has  certainly  neglected  to  give  precedence  to  the  most  urgent  cases. 
I think. .we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  dismissing  him,  inconvenient  as  such  a step  will 
be  at  the  present  moment,  when  every  hour  of  the  Relieving  Officer’s  time  is  of  the  utmost 
importance,  and  when,  therefore,  every  cause  of  delay  should  be  avoided. 

lhe  other  Relieving  Officers  are,  in  my  opinion,  using  their  best  exertions,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  retain  their  situations,  but  their  books  are  still  in  an  unsatisfactory  state,  owiim-  I 
think,  to  their  inability  to  keep  them  better,  particularly  at  this  crisis  in  their  affairs,  when 
it  must  be  acknowledged  they  have  considerable  difficulties  to  contend  with  aud  guard 
against,  in  the  shape  of  fraud  and  imposition,  every  imaginable  species  of  which  is  resorted 
to  by  the  applicants  for  relief. 

I yesterday  visited  Kilmore  Electoral  Division,  inconsequence  of  having  received  many 
p “£n48  agun9t  ttle  Ef1Ie,mS  Officer,  who  is  a young,  active  and  rather  intelligent  man. 

SSte*rteSZrihe  Unions  aMi°US  *°  "*  “d  with 

I found  no  just  cause  of  complaintagainst  the  Relieving  Officer : on  the  contrary,  he  must 
have  used  much  exertion  and  activity  to  have  accomplished  so  much  in  the  time.  J 

we  tound  a fearful  amount  of  suffering  from  want  of  shelter  and  from  fever  amongst  the 
adults,  and  dysentery  amongst  the  children;  but  wc  also  found  that  the  Relieving  Officer  had 
^°ne  ^1S  duty>  as  as  in  his  power  lay.  The  sufferers  were  all,  without  exception,  in 
receipt  of  out-door  relief;  but  they  were  in  the  ditches,  with  a few  sticks  and  a little  straw 
thrown  over  them  forming  their  sole  shelter  from  the  severe  weather  that  has  just  passed 
In  one  of  these  abodes  of  misery  we  found  the  mother  dead,  with  five  children  around  her! 
bhe  had  been  dead  some  time,  and,  no  doubt,  would  have  remained  unburied,  but  that 
baptam  Kouth  and  I gave  money  to  procure  a coffin.  She  had  died  of  fever. 

lhe  state  of  things  on  the  towriland  on  which  we  found  this  wretched  family  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at.  Twenty-two  families,  or  132  individuals,  were  unhoused  on  the  25th  of 
October,  the  houses  or  cabins  destroyed,  and  the  wretched  inhabitants  sent  wandering 

through 
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through  the  Union,  half  naked,  without  any  moans  of  subsistence,  not  even  a dav’s  o' 
employment.  • v ,u  a aay  s Camck-on-SlmnnOll 

r give  no  opinion  on  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  this  step  ; but  I do  not  hesitate  to 
say,  that  ,t  1ms  g, von  rise  to  a state  of  things  that  neither  I nor  any  other  person  ?„ ™ 
the^y  present!  Cl,PC  ’’  U“de''  ““  elrc"ms“l"ces  of  Union,  and  the  learl  difficult^ 

£°  auxiliary  workhouse  accommodation  can  be  procured  in  the  Union 
1 here  arc  but  two  buildings  in  the  Union  that  would  answer  our  purpose,  Elphin  Store 
and  the  James  own  M,  11.  ihe  former  cannot  be  procured  at  preset,  while  the  ktter  is 
offeied  on  conditions  which  preclude  our  acceptance;  viz.  “that  the  building  should  not  be 
diverted  from  its  original  design  and  intention.”  ° 

There  remains,  then,  the  alternative  of  building  additional  accommodation  on  the  site  of 
the  piesent  workhouse  j but  the  scale  on  which  this  should  he  done,  in  order  fo  meet  the 
^practicable.* 16  ^ r°nderS  th®  undertak,nS  veiT  formidable,  and,  in  my  opinion, 

hnnffigS  |CanU?  bc  ob5ained>  except  in  very  few  instances,  and  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
cabfa  remats  ““  wanderers  fomeriy  resl(W>  w*”*.  in  many  instances,  not  a sinfic 

I fear,  therefore,  the  poor  sufferers  must  remain  as  they  are  at  present,  in  huts  erected  in 
“ffi  thf,waJls  ?f  unrooted  cabins,  where  sickness  and  contagion,  and  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  will  continue  their  work  of  destruction.  All  we  can  do  with  the 
great  mass,  will  be  to  supply  them  with  food,  which  it  is  our  determination  to  do  as  lone  as 
lates  can  he  collected,  by  the  most  vigorous  and  energetic  measures.  ° 

Di''.ision  of  Kilmore,  which  I visited  yesterday,  and  which  is  certainly  the 
scene  of  more  misery  than  any  other  in  the  Union,  although,  peSaps,  the  richest  in  pofot  of 
soil,  there  aie  receiving  relief,  under  the  Poor  Law,  between  the  out-door  and  in-door  relief 
lists,  l, (,8°  ; add  to  this  number  456  children,  to  whom  I supply  rations  daily,  and  we  have 
-,13G  . the  entire  population  being,  in  1841,  5,164;  and  at  present,  I should  say,  4,500. 

- 1 ba,ve  ca  fd  ,t]ie  attentlon  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  that  portion  of  your  letter  of  the  0th 
instant  in  which  you  express  the  objection  of  the  Commissioners  to  tile  appointment  or 
ntS,t0  ‘if  Keheving  Officers,  and  their  preference  for  the  appointment  of 
additional  officers,  where  the  present  duties  require  such  a step.  " 

Under  ordinary  circumstances,  I should  not  have  recommended  the  former  course : but. 
under  existing  circumstances,  I considered  it  better  suited  to  meet  our  case,  for  the  following- 
reasons  i— — & 

rJi'JTT  iS  0VS  f the  present  moment,  and  may  be  reasonably  expected  to  be 
removed  m three  weeks,  before  which  time  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  a careful  and 
judicious  selection  of  Relieving  Officers,  perfecting  their  bonds,  and  teaching  them  their 
moment’  ' 'Ve  fl”d  ’'eqml'es  “ cmsldera,jIe  «me.  Assistants  would  he  available  on  the 

JllSs'1''™  4,1111  4l'e  ,d“ties  ,eccivinS  ™d  registering  applications  involve  much 
™ S?.  re  - f in  n°  2“  ls  tl,e  aPl’kcation  refused  ; neither  does  that  of  issuing  rations, 
thei  ™rfPT  kll°"'  hei  , qua“4lty  1°  ,,hMl  they  are  entiUed,  by  the  specific  order  in 
then  particular  cases,  and  by  the  general  scale  on  which  that  order  is  founded,  and  am 
always  ready  fo  prefer  a complaint  if  they  conceive  themselves  aggrieved 

I conceive  the  important  duties  of  the  Relieving  Officers  to  be,  granting  provisional  relief 
in  urgent  cases,  visiting  promptly,  and  reporting  honestly,  on  all  Olliers!  These  duties  I 
?hebU  "rw  T?  0"  ?fficers,se'ect«1  "'thout  sufficient  time  to  weigh  and  ascertain 
onlv  rSf°M,llS  character,  and  wlio,  I fear,  being  aware  that  their  appointment  was 
only  fo,  a short  fame  would  not  be  operated  upon  by  what  appeals  to  be  the  strono-cst 
situationa°elltIVM  4°  ll0"e8t  c,lscll0>'Sc  °f  their  duties ; vial,  the  Ibav  of  losing  their 

^^1iGu“dk"?  ’i"?  ?lreQdy  miUxorimetl  assistants,  till  such  time  as  the  Commis- 
w“lST11Cate  thClr  furt“er  ",lsh8s  OD  lilis  subj“‘.  When  they  shall  bo  put  fortli- 

I have  visited  the  workhouse  daily,  morning  and  evening',  during  the  week  ; and,  with  the 
assistance  anil  untiring  exertions  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  effect 
lmpiovenient  in  its  condition  and  interior  economy.  J ” 

our  success40  ^ W<i  bUt  S,°W  P^S1'693,  owing  to  many  causes  which  militate  against 
week' 2 ThSter’  ma‘r011  a'ld  »™  hM  up  hr  fever,  and  have  been  so  during  the 

graded  d“C,P',“’  -Mch  ™ W*  haa 

of  tho  ba* 

uvictofe011  w°”  tl,nt’ u,Chra  H1'15  wiil  1,1804  1,18  wislles  of  tlle  Commissioners,  we  may 
wmkho  1 , V -“.to  aVa'  , °f  a°,°  ” 50  a£iditional  inmates,  which  will  again  place  thi 
woikhouse  test  within  our  reach,  and  enable  us  to  dispense  with  the  tempore™  fever  sheds, 
winch  are  not  by  any  means  a satisfactory  establishment.  The  Vice-Guardmns  concur  hr 
tins  opinion,  and,  I believe,  have  already  transmitted  a specific  plan. 

41|1  most  anxious  to  put  into  operation  the  test  of  stone-breaking,  and  have  fixed  on 
several  depots  which  appear  advantageously  circumstanced.  We  have  not  as  yet  got  the 
hammers  from  the  Board  of  Works,  which  is  now  the  only  cause  of  delay.  Our  out-doov 
relief  list  is  increasing  with  alarming  rapidity,  being  now  7.701. 

(170.  Apr.)  YY  The- 
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JT»  «mate  of  the  house  amount  to  708,  in  consequence  of  some  discharge*  in  the, 

~~  as  jSicSr^  '***  1 P01'chased  “ D"bIi"'  a"d  ara  «-» 

haf  not  y“t%?n  pLl  ‘‘  " *'  lla“  be“  madC  by  Mr'  °“sSrave. consequence  of  which  ho 

JLh>™  W'?tleni°,  OfF™  00Ir“‘ tIle  !■>  ins  account,  and  settle  the  matter  at 
once,  so  as  to  entitle  the  Union  to  five  per  cent,  for  ready  money,  as  per  agreement. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing February  18,  1848. 

Thu  Cornmiasioiiers  recommend  that  the  Vico-Guardians  should  immediately  rcm,iro 
Mr.  Laird  to  resign,  or  suspend  him  with  a yiew  to  his  dismissal  under  order,  and  proceed  to 
obtain  the  services  of  a more  St  person  for  the  responsible  duties  of  a Moving  Officer 
They  consider  it  of  much  importance  to  have  the  Relieving  Officers'  hooks  inaiporly  W 
and  ti ust  that  the  Vice-Guardians  will  promptly  adopt  measures  for  this  object  1 y 1 ’ 

In  reference  to  your  observations  on  the  proposal  of  the  Vicc-Olmmliimu  n,„  ■ * 

assistants  to  the  Relieving  Officers,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  state,  that  if  such  lid  bo 

£ ST.  • / S°  ,°rtn  tme,a5  y°“  (three  weeks),  it  would  not  be  Sal  e to 

alter  the  districts  as  already  settled,  and  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  .pk.  l|Z  1“ 

a view  °f  aiiowi,,s  tb6  offlc°ra — sig 

Sfcabi^ 

has  not  been  as  yet  provided,  although  you  subseouentlv  state  that  SnS  T “.d  ‘ 
double  to  provide  additional 1 accommodation  at  the  working  for  200  l »50  umates  1>Tlm 

£™pS.  ’ th,S  °bjeCt'  “*  “ -T  be  availaUo  wilT' TJ£ 


Mr.  O’Reilly,  Vice-Guardian,  to  the  Commission™  February  15,  is<ts. 

Te.ft™”ed  -T  lh<i  ’T  of  the  ^onlmtasioners  on  the  following suhicot  — 

A property  m this  neighbourhood,  over  which  the  late  Mr.  Waldron  wife  was  .1 
shot,  had  been  receiver  uuder  the  Court  of  Chancery,  has  residing  on  it’ an™.  T r. 

SlnSr"”^’  wh°  Ty  day,  aPP,yinS  to  ‘he  Relieving  ^Officer 

finding  them  in  occupation  of  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  refuses  l e ief  Th. 

SSte  SSSU  a^“das^t°aTnt‘  * ^ T“‘d 

meanwhile  tile  people  may  die  of  starvation,  as  we  cannot  fkXl  ! 

Under  these  circumstances,  I would  wish  to  be  favoured  hv  fha  • • woikliouse. 
eadmst  convenience,  wdth  their  opinion  as 


R.eply  to  the  foregoing  : — February  16  1848 

^^=^S£3ase2£* 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  February  15,  1848. 

saltation CommM™ro.  ‘hat  on  con- 
us, and  the  probable  amount,  of  funds  which  mav^  iLmldTl  *”78  d?“™ds  upon 
demands,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  aoDlv  to  TT  immediately  available  to  meet  those 
i must  at  the  same  time  sav  thaM  5 ' Commissioners  for  a loan  of  500  l. 

greatly  prefer  depending  wlml'ly  on  our  om  aid'  ond  w0l'U 

available  as  soon  as  ive  shall  require  them?'™  resnurce9>  which  I have  little  doubt  will  bo 

*hTfr  3 porously.  aCnd°wiS?“d1irto  Sllemsdves^11  ^ fo“d  *° 
~ay ‘bat  has  taken  place  ,n  getting  the  couSfSo  operation  is  much  to  he 

be  pleased  to  giant  it,  ail'd  hr  my'owf  partTshould^ cotm'"^/  shouldt1'!  Commissioners 
to  dispense  altogether  with.it;  nevertheless,  as  it  may  bo'ftomSe^tooou^ 

• have 
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lave  it  available  in  case  of  need,  I deem  it  right  to  forego  every  other  consideration  and 
make  the  application.  ' ’ 


Carriclc-on-ShfumtfH 

Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — February  18,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  application  has  been  made  to  Count  Strzelecki  for  a loan  of  500  Z.  to 
assist  the  Vice-Guardians  in  providing  for  the  immediate  wants  of  the  destitute  poor  in  the 
Union,  pending  the  collection  of  the  poor-rate. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  1G,  1848. 

1.  Oon  report  of  the  past  week’s  transactions  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  is  as 
iollows : — 

Rates  and  Rate-Collectors. 

2.  No  rate  has  yet  been  lodged  by  the  collector,  who  has  already  been  at  work,  and  we 
will  not  lively  ascertain  his  progress  until  next  meeting.  We  yesterday  placed  the  remaining 
rate-collectors  in  operation,  their  warrants  being  signed  by  us,  so  that  the  rate  in  all  the 
Electoral  Divisions  of  the  Union  is  now  in  progress  of  collection.  The  collectors  seem 
zealous  in  their  duty,  and  our  vigilance  and  attention  shall  be  directed  to  this  service  to  the 
fullest  extent.  The  unavoidable  delays  (from  the  position  in  which  we  found  the  Union  in 
respect  of  rates)  in  placing  the  rate  in  collection,  has  left  us  short  of  adequate  funds  to 
meet  our  expenditure  for  the  extensive  relief  in  operation,  and  we  have  already  applied  to  you 
for  a loan  of  500 1.,  which  application  we  trust  may  be  successful. 

Workhouse. 

, 3.  The  illness  from  fever  of  the  master,  matron  and  schoolmaster,  has  created  much 
inconvenience  in  the  management  of  the  workhouse  during  the  past  week;  still  we  think 
the  state  of  the  house  is  not  retrograding.  Our  personal  exertions  have  been  much  engao-ed 
with  the  duties  of  the  workhouse  officers.  Some  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the 
dietary,  and  in  numerous  minor  arrangements.  One  great  defect  is  the  want  of  adequate 
means  of  keeping  employed  the  able-bodied  men  in  the  workhouse ; this  can  only  be 
remedied  by  a more  effective  staff  of  officers.  We  obtain,  on  Friday  next,  the  services  of 
Mr.  Heran  as  temporary  master,  from  whom  we  expect  good  assistance;  and  we  have  also 
elected  a schoolmaster  and  assistant-clerk.  As  the  minutes  of  our  meetings  contain  full 
details  of  our  proceedings,  we  need  not  allude  to  such  here  at  greater  length? 


Out-door  Relief. 

... *•  Frora  Jle  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  receiving  implements  from  the  Board  of 
Works,  we  have  yet  been  unable  to  set  the  able-bodied  men  to  stone-breakino-.  Superin- 
tendents are  engaged,  stones  contracted  for,  and  every  thing  ready  to  commence  the  system' 
of  employing  the  able-bodied.  This  test,  together  with  the  employment  that  will  likely 
soon  be  given  by  the  farmers,  the  numbers  we  will  be  able  to  admit  to  workhouse,  so  soon 
as  we  get  more  effective  officers,  and  the  additional  clothing  we  have  ordered,  will,  we  doubt 
not,  effect  a great  reduction  in  our  lists,  upon  which  are  now  almost  8,000  receiving 
out-relief.  We  are  proceeding  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  bring  up  the  arrears  in  the 
Relieving  Officers  books;  and  the  applications  hitherto  unattended  to  have  now  been 
nearly  all  visited. 

6.  We  have  every  hope  of  the  aftairs  of  the  Union  shortly  presenting  a better  aspect 
than  they  have  for  some  time  exhibited.  1 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  19,  1848. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I have  found 
it  necessary  to  turn  my  attention  for  the  past  week  to  the  Boyle  Union. 

Numerous  communications  have  been  addressed  to  me,  representing  in  the  stronoest 
terms  the  vast  extent  of  destitution,  and  the  consequent  suffering  existing  in  that  Union,  and 
the  urgent  necessity  for  the  prompt  application  of  the  funds  of  the  British  Relief  Associa- 
tion on  an  ample  scale. 

In  order  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  to  determine  the 
scale  on  which  relief  would  be  necessary,  I made  a personal  inspection  of  many  localities, 
from  which,  and  from  all  the  local  information  I was  able  to  obtain,  I came  to  the  conclu- 
sion  that  no  sufficient  grounds  existed  for  those  strong  and  urgent  representations. 

Many  townlands  exhibit  strong  marks  of  the  march  of  the  enemy,  in  the  multitudes  of 
ruined  cottages  or  cabins,  the  absence  of  every  description  of  cattle,  and  the  negleoted  state 
oi  the  land;  yet  these  contain  less  destitution,  and  stand  less  in  need  of  relief,  than  the 
most  favoured  townlands  in  the  majority  of  the  Electoral  Divisions  in  this  (Carrick-on- 
Shannon)  Union. 

I have  established  three  bakeries  in  the  Union,  which  I think  will  supply  ample  means  of 
re  i/v  . W0l'kh°use  oven  at  Boyle,  two  small  ovens  at  Keadew,  and  two  at  Clogher. 
(170.  App.)  yy2  They 
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Camck-on-Sh<ttmon  They  are.  already  in  operation,  and  I hope  to  be  able  to  supply  in  the  course  of  next 
Union.  week  as  large  a quantity  of  bread  as  may  be  required  to  meet  the  wants  ot  the  juvenile 

population^  di^g  baye  allowe(j  me  t0  evect  a second  oven  in  the  workhouse,  which  will  be 
in  operation  on  next  Monday  week,  when  I purpose  supplying  the  entire  Union  from  the 
two  workhouse  ovens,  which  will  greatly  facilitate  control  and  supervision,  and  the  preven- 
tion of  fraud.  . ..  .. 

I have  supplied  during  the  past  week  18,020  rations  to  2, GOO  children  attending  38 
schools  in  the  Boyle  Union.  I have  made  arrangements  to  add  next  week  one-third  move, 
which  I hope  may  be  found  sufficient. 

I reo-ret  to  have  to  observe  that,  beyond  incessant  letter-writing,'  1 find  still  loss  dispo- 
sition to  active  assistance  and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  patrons  of  schools  in  the 
Boyle  Union  than  T found  in  this ; nor  can  I induce  any  individual  or  committee  to  incur 
the  triflino-  expenses  of  sending  proper  carriers  and  baskets  for  the  bread.  This,  however, 
I attribute  to  the  fact,  that  the  case  of  Boyle  is  not  nearly  so  urgent  as  that  of  this 

Nothing  can  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  rationing  of  the  schools  in  this  Union.  All 
parties  appear  aware  of  the  vast  benefit  which  is  derived  from  it.  and  consequently  vender 
much  more  assistance  than  in  the  commencement;  in  fact,  I have  now  little  trouble  with 
this  portion  of  my  duties. 

I have  issued  the  past  week  28,303  rations  to  4,242  children  attending  02  schools  in  this 
Union. 

Our  out-door  relief  list  lias  increased  very  considerably,  and  I think  will  amount  next 
week  to  9,950. 

As  yet  we  have  not  received  the  implements  applied  for  to  the  Board  of  Works ; this 
delay  is  productive  of  the  worst  consequences. 

We  have  fixed  on  the  necessary  depots  for  stone-breaking  in  the  several  relief  dis- 
tricts, as  also  fit  and  proper  persons  as  overseers,  and  are  quite  prepared  to  go  to 
■work  the  moment  we  receive  tiie  implements,  when  I fully  expect  our  list  will  rapidly 


decrease. 

Notwithstanding  the  vast  amount  of  destitution  to  be  contended  with  in  this  Union,  I 
think  the  amount  of  relief  now  afforded  ought  to  be  ample  to  meet  it.  You  will  perceive 
that  next  week  25  per  cent,  of  the  entire  population  of  the  Union  will  be  in  receipt  of  relief 
from  various  sources. 

The  collection  of  the  rates  is  in  full  operation;  and  although  not  as  large  as  might  be 
wished,  the  week’s  receipts  are,  as  I anticipated,  quite  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  confine 
ourselves  to  our  own  resources,  which  I am  most  anxious  to  do  as  long  as  possible. 

The  amount  actually  collected  is  270  /.  II  s.  2 h cl.  The  collectors  whose  duties  lay  in  the 
rural  districts  were  not  anxious  to  receive  cash  on  their  first  application  ; but  preferred,  as 
the  safer  course,  serving  the  six  days’  notice,  and  being  paid  at  their  office  in  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  ; hence  the  amount  collected  is  not  as  large  as  it  otherwise  would  have  been. 

With  one  exception,  there  has  been  no  violence  or  threat  attempted  towards  the  collectors, 
nor  do  I anticipate  much,  so  changed  is  the  state  of  the  country  by  the  Proclamation,  Special 
Commission,  and  the  relief  afforded. 

The  exception  referred  to  was  the  case  of  a gentleman  of  some  importance  in  the  county, 
who  threatened  to  shoot  Mr.  Shaw  if  he  called  again.  We  mean  to  try  the  matter  with 
him  on  Monday,  and  by  the  adoption  of  strong  measures,  endeavour  to  nip  the  system  in 
the  bud. 

We  appointed  a Relieving  Officer  (Mr.  George  Mills,  of  Cherrybrook),  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Bird,  late  Relieving  Officer  of  the  Elphin  Electoral  Division. 

He  is  of  abetter  class  than  those  persons  heretofore  appointed  to  the  office  in  this  Union ; 
and  I should  recommend  that  his  salary  should  be  raised  to  35/.  per  annum;  30/.  (the 
salary  which  his  predecessor  received)  being,  in  my  opinion,  inadequate  remuneration  for 
such  a person  as  it  is  desirable  to  employ  in  a situation  of  such  heavy  responsibility.  The 
district  is  not  so  extensive  as  many  others  in  the  Union,  but  the  duties  are  very  onerous. 

The  Relieving  Officers  generally  are,  I believe,  exerting  themselves  to  their  utmost ; but 
from  their  inefficiency  and  ignorance  of  business  habits,  their  books  are  not  yet  in  a satisfac- 
tory state. 

We  shall  avail  ourselves  of  the  first  opportunity  of  dispensing  with  the  services  of  Mr. 
Laird,  Relieving  Officer. 

I shall  feel  obliged  for  the  Commissioners’  sanction  of  Mr.  George  Mills’  appointment; 
he  is  already  acquainted  with  the  duties,  and  ready  to  go  to  work  without  delay. 

The  state  of  the  workhouse  has  improved  during  the  past  week,  but  by  no  means  to  that 
extent  which  might  be  expected  from  the  judicious  arrangements  of  the  Vice-Guardians, 
and  their  indefatigable  labours  to  carry  them  out.  Disease  exists  to  a formidable  extent’ 
though  the  type  is  certainly  considerably  mitigated.  We  have  at  present  160  in  hospital’ 
and  21  deaths  during  the  past  week,  exhibiting  an  increase  of  disease,  and  a decrease  of 
mortality,  by  more  than  a third  ; the  deaths  which  have  taken  place  have  been  confined 
•almost  exclusively  to  recent  admissions. 

We  have  effected  much  improvement  in  the  arrangements  for  the  supply  and  manage- 
ment of  water  for  the  house ; the  pipes,  cocks  and  boilers  are  now  in  good  working  order, 
and  a commensurate  improvement  is  discernible  in  the  kitchen  and  laundry  operations.  ’ 
We  have  at  present  only  760  inmates  in  the  house,  and  we  hope  that  after  we  have 
thoroughly  cleansed  and  whitewashed  the  entire  house,  and  fitted  up  the  shed  already 

standing 
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■standing  on  tile  workhouse  site,  wo  shall  he  able  to  accommodate  350  additional  inmates,  Camclc-on-Shanmn 
and  again  apply  the  workhouse  test  to  the  able-bodied.  Union. 

The  books  are  again  in  arrear,  in  consequeuce  of  the  illness  of  all  the  officers,  except  

the  clerk.  I trust,  however,  that  this  may  be  the  last  time  I shall  have  to  report  this  cir- 
cumstance, as  our  new  master  is  determined  to  use  every  possible  exertion  to  bring  them  up 
• during  the  next  week.  1 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — February  24,  1848. 

I am  to  state  that  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Works  has  been  drawn  to  the  application 
for  implements  for  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied  persons  receiving  out-door  relief  in 
the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  await  answers  to  the  usual  queries  relating  to  Mr.  Mills,  whom  the 
Vice-Guardians  propose  to  appoint  Relieving  Officer  for  the  Elphin  Electoral  Division. 


The  VxcE-GuAuniANs  to  the  Commissioners  : — February  23,  1848. 


1.  We  beg  now  to  hfford  our  weekly  observations  regarding 
"Union. 


Rates. 


the  Carrick-on-Shannon 


2.  The  progress  of  the  collectors  cannot  be  fully  known  until  Saturday,  up  to  which  time 
•it  is  our  wish  they  should  give  their  undivided  attention  to  their  duties"  in  their  respective 
districts,  and  we  have  therefore  not  called  on  them  for  attendance  on  us.  We  have  much 
confidence  in  their  vigorous  discharge  of  the  duties,  and  hope  in  our  next  report  to  be  able 
to  afford  satisfactory  evidence  in  this  respect.  We  are  endeavouring  to  ascertain  the 
amounts  in  the  hands  of  former  rate-collectors,  which  amounts  arise  from  two  sources;  viz. 
sums  which  appear  to  have  been  collected  by  them  and  not  lodged,  and  sums  which  they 
■have  returned  as  arrears,  although  actually  received  by  them,  and  receipts  given.  When 
•we  ascertain  clearly  these  defalcations,  we  shall  proceed  to  consider  what  proceedings  shall 
be  adopted  against  the  defaulters.  From  these  causes,  a great  deficiency  will  arise  in  the 
proceeds  of  former  rates;  a deficiency  arising  altogether  from  want  of  proper  supervision  of 
the  rate-collectors’  accounts  during  the  existence  of  the  late  Board,  and  which  will  amount 
to  many  hundred  pounds. 

Worlihou.se. 


3.  The  temporary  master  (Mr.  Horan)  we  employed  has  been  most  efficient,  and  under  his 
superintendence  we  have  strong  expectations  of  great  improvement  in  workhouse  manage- 
ment. One  important  point  is  the  restoration  of  the  establishment  to  a state  of  healthful- 
ness. The  prevalence  of  sickness  (attributable  to  the  imperfect  dietary,  among  other  causes) 
exhibited  so  painfully  in  the  children,  requires  that  the  greatest  attention  should  be  given  to 
arrest  its  progress. 

Out-door  Relief. 

4.  The  applicants  still  continue  numerous,  and  the  Relieving  Officers  all  unite  in  testify- 
ing to  the  wide-spread  distress  which  exists  in  the  Union,  justifying  the  extended  relief 
which  is  being  given  at  present.  From  the  delays  in  procuring  the  implements  from  the 
Board  of  Works,  the  labour-test  has  not  been  introduced,  but  hope,  however,  for  its  imme- 
diate introduction ; and  in  our  next  report  shall  likely  be  able  to  describe  its  working.  Wc 
are  not  disposed  to  think  that  many  evils  have  yet  arisen  from  the  relief  to  able-bodied  men 
being  untested ; but  for  a further  period  that  system,  we  are  convinced,  would  be  most 
disadvantageous. 

5.  The  order  on  Commissariat  stores  for  500 1.  worth  of  provisions  which  shall  aid  us  use- 
fully in  meeting  our  expenditure  for  relief  until  the  rates  are  made  available. 


Fever  Shed. 

0.  We  shall  proceed  with  all  possible  promptitude  to  substitute  a proper  shed  (the  erec- 
tion of  which  we  are  taking  measures  to  accomplish)  for  the  present  wooden  huts;  but 
some  time  must  necessarily  elapse,  from  the  defective  description  of  operatives  in  this 
country,  before  its  completion,  unless  we  can  manage  to  get  a contractor  from  another 
locality. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — February  20,  1848. 

Considerable  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  interior  economy  of  the  workhouse  ; 
discipline,  order  and  cleanliness  have  advanced  even  beyond  my  expectation ; the  culinary 
and  laundry  machinery  are  in  good  order,  and  the  operations  of  those  departments  regular 
and  satisfactory;  classification  has  progressed,  every  inmate  able  to  do  anything  has  been 
put  to  work ; our  new  clothing  has  been  appropriated  ; whitewashing,  cleansing  and  ventila- 
tion are  going  on  in  various  parts  of  the  building;  the  yards  and  gardens  are  being  put  in 
order,  and  the  entire  establishment  begins  to  wear  a totally  different  aspect  from  what  it  has 
-done  heretofore.  ' • ..... 

(170.  App.)  y y 3 The 
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APPENDIX  : SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE 


Camck-on-Shannoii  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  is  decidedly  improving  rapidly;  and  we  may  now. 
Mon‘  Wlt^  perfect  safety,  apply  the  spare  accommodation  which  we  have  prepared  in  the  house 
to  the  admission  of  300  or  350  from  the  out-door  relief  list,  which,  if  honestly  and  judi- 
ciously done  by  the  Relieving  Officers,  will  most  probably  strike  off  2,000  or  3,000  from  that 
list.  We  have  placed  from  20  to  30  vacancies  at  the  disposal  of  each  of  these  officers 
directing  them  to  test,  in  the  first  instance,  those  on  their  respective  lists  oil  whom 
the  test  is  most  likely  to  operate,  and  intimating  that  we  shall  judge  of  the  judgment 
and  zeal  with  which  they  have  discharged  this  important  duly  by  the  results  in  each  par- 
ticular case.  1 

I anticipate  the  most  beneficial  results  from  this  move,  if  judiciously  and  dexterously 
executed ; but  the  stupidity,  awkwardness  or  dishonesty  of  our  subordinates  mar  to  a certain 
extent  our  best-considered  plans. 

The  out-door  relief  list  still  continues  to  increase  with  alarming  rapidity,  and  this  week 
has  reached  the  enormous  number  of  14,700,  notwithstanding  that  we  are  rigidly  enforcing 
the  quarter-acre  clause ; but  destitution  is  almost  universal  in  this  Union.  ° b 

In  consequence  of  complaints  preferred  against  the  Relieving  Officers  by  individuals  I 
investigated  many  cases  during  the  past  week;  the  result  hashed  to  the  conclusion  that 
very  tew  persons  are  at  present  receiving  relief  on  our  out-door  relief  list  who  are  not  le^allv 
entitled  to  it,  and  none  who  do  not  stand  in  need  of  it. 

The  complaints  were  principally  of  non-feasance  on  the  part  of  the  Relieving  Officers  • 
tew  ol  mis-feasance  were  made,  and  none  proved.  ’ 

We  have  now  in  receipt  of  relief  in  this  Union  20,600  individuals,  more  than  one-third 
? nmf  -ent“'epoP.u!atlon-  0n  the  m-door  and  out-door  lists,  15,400 ; rationed  in  the  schools, 
5,000 , and  receiving  cash  and  food  according  to  their  necessities,  being  cases  to  which 
neither  of  the  aforesaid  sources  are  applicable,  200. 

, claTUr  ^ reli®f  sti11  continues,  and  still  the  streets  and  roads  are  disgraced  by 

D„ais,  who,  although  receiving-  relief,  are  allowed  to  continue  their  profession  as  an 
“ mmat  ““bo  port  “f  ftc  magistrates  Hot 

°°“plai“‘s  Ila™  been  made,  during  the  past  week,  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  labourers 
in  consequence  of  the  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  ; but  we  found  that  the  coiupluimmls 
required  services  either  in  liquidation  of  old  debts,  or  for  "their  bit,"  as  this  mode  of  remu- 

hS  ? r o'  “ 111  Of  which  cases  did  we  consider  that  we  would  be 

jushfled  m directing  that  the  recipient  of  relief  should  bo  struck  off  the  lists. 

nebevrag  Officers  have  orders,  m all  cases  where  fair  terms  are  offered  by  the  amili- 
eant  to  the  recipient  of  relief,  to  strike  off  the  latter  in  case  of  his  refusal.  y P 

l,»s^™5eqTje.ft  10  K7  se™us  “mount  t0  "*“*  the  expenditure  on  out-door  relief 
t ' cached  the  considerahon  of  the  best  moans  to  promote  economy  and  prevent 
As  (k.dh  f°Slh0n’  b“ome  of  sim  greater  importance  than  heretofore.  V P 
S the  best  mean8  O achieving  these  important  objects,  I should  strongly  recommend 

mixed’ ^ithnei'the,°Ikff  f00‘  the  fape  bread,  or  bread  made  of  that  material 

msmmmm 

as  applicable  to  purposes  of  out- 

of  ovens  in  the  workhouse,  and  will  transmit  a nhn^Lw  ^ V ’T- paat  w?ek J°  tlie  crGct>o>1 
in  course  of  next  week.  I would  nronose  tn  nlLo  th  f d ®Pecificatlon  to  the  Commissioners 
making  that  apartment  available  forpMl-room  Stc  and  a loft  to  b1™116';  ° ■*  tho  .“Mil-room, 
and  meal  store ; the  cost  would  be  about  fin  7 ’ Tli’r.  n & I3?  erecItea  ovel‘ lfc  for  bread 

Guardians  to  erect  in  the  Boyle  Workhouse ^ wL^with^the  JiHT*  be®n  ^,1,°Wed  H thc 
« l ; it  is  nearly  finished,  andVill  be  in  op^n  next  wei  P< WtU  C°St  *bout 

follow^  ’ ryM”el1  bread  “ prod',“d  tliree  fifths  of  a penny  per  pound,  as 


Meal,  per  ton 
Salt 

Baking,  per  ton  - 


£.  s.  d. 
7 - - 


Producing  3,000  ibs.  of  bread  at  a little  more  than  thrpp  nf  n 
. In  the  Boyle  Union,  where  I bake  in  penn?  Pf  pound' 

Which  reduces  the  bread  to  a little  more  than  a half-penny  per  pouf d^  " 5 * t0n ’ 

Bread  of  rye  and  Indian  meal,  in  equal  quantities  stand,  in  A,-  * 

this  Union,  and  something  five-sevenths  of  a penny  in 

The 
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The  weekly  cost  of  the  youngest  class  of  children  on  my  list  is  2 \d.  in  this  Union,  on  Camek-on-Skannon 
bread  of  two  meals,  rye  and  Indian.  Union. 

d.  

Second  class  ------  3} 

Third  class  ------  4 

Average  -------  34 

In  Boyle  it  is  less.  Weekly  rations  of  rye-meal  bread  stand  in  the  Boyle  Union  for — 

d. 

Y oungest  class  ------  2 

Second  class  ------  2^. 

Third  class  ------  34 

Average  - - - - - - 2g 

The  daily  rations  are  8 ounces,  10  ounces,  and  12  ounces. 

I regret  to  say  the  collectors  have  not  succeeded  as  I expected  in  the  past  week’s  collec- 
tion, the  total  amount  being  only  153  l.  7 s.  Mr.  Scott  has  been  detained  the  greater  part 
of  the  week  at  Roscommon  assizes,  and  consequently  unable  to  do  much;  the  other 
collectors  report  that  every  gentleman’s  door  was  shut  against  them,  and  that  they 
received  no  rates  except  from  the  poorest  class,  the  highest  amount  paid  by  any  individual 
being  15  s. 

Upwards  of  1,000  notices  are  served,  but,  as  there  will  be  no  sessions  till  after  the 
assizes,  it  is  the  determination  of  the  collectors  to  drive,  the  next  week,  every  gentle- 
man’s lands  who  may  be  a defaulter.  The  poorer  classes  appear  to  pay  whenever  they 
are  able. 

I am  of  opinion  it  will  be  necessary  to  renew  the  order  for  out-door  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied,  which  will  expire  on  the  20th  instant,  for  a period  of  two  months. 

In  this  the  Vice-Guardians  coincide  with  me. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  2,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with 
a statement  of  the  extent  to  which  committals  under  the  Vagrant  Act  have  been 
already  made  in  the  Union,  and  the  number  of  arrests  made,  where  committals  were 
subsequently  refused,  stating  the  grounds  of  refusal,  and  the  names  of  the  magistrates 
in  each  case. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  express  the  Commissioners’  thanks  for  your  observations  with 
regard  to  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  issue  of  cooked  food  to  recipients  of  out- 
in  door  relief. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — February  29,  1848. 


We  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  the  Commissioners  our  usual  weekly  statement  regard- 
ing the  affairs  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


Rates. 


2.  The  collectors  have  made  the  following  progress : — 


Mr.  Scott 
Mr.  Shaw 
Mr,  Fitzgerald 
Mr.  M'Cullogh 


Collected  during 
the  Week. 


Collected  altogether  since 
employed.. 


£.8 


GO 

unknown,  as  he  did  not  attend. 
70 


£.  230 


GO 


70 


These  sums  are  made  up  chiefly  of  payments  from  the  smaller  c’ass  of  occupiers,  very 
little  yet  having  been  received  from  immediate  lessors,  or  those  liable  for  large  amounts. 
The  collectors  state,  however,  that  from  the  arrangements  they  have  made,  considerable 
payments  are  expected  during  the  current  week  from  the  latter  classes.  These  officers 
evince  every  anxiety  to  prosecute  their  work  with  vigour,  and  wo  are  urging  that  course  by 
all  the  means  in  our  power.  The  difficulties  which  the  collectors  had  to  contend  with  at 
their  outset,  in  becoming  acquainted  with  the  localities — and  few  people  being  disposed  to 
pay  on  the  first  demand — together  with  the  absence  at  the  assizes  of  many  of  those  by  whom 
large  sums  are  due,  perhaps  sufficiently  account  for  the  small  progress  mode  last  week  in  the 
collection ; next  week,  when  these  causes  may  not  exist  to  the  same  extent,  we  trust  will 
bring  a large  accession  to  the  finances  of  the  Union. 


Funds. 

3.  The  small  amount  of  rates  made  available  hqs  rendered  our  finances  incommensurate 
to  meet  the  demands  upon  us  for  the  supplies  for  present  consumption.  At  our  meeting 
on  Saturday,  the  bills  contracted  for  articles  furnished  under  our  own  orders  amounted  to 
500  Z.,  and  only  a sum  of  260  l.  was  in  treasurer’s  hands.  This  deficiency,  we  hope,  will 
not  again  exist. 

(170.  App.)  y y 4 Workhouse : 
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appendix:  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  tub 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


4.  Under  the  management  of  Mr.  Horan,  our  recently-appointed  acting  master,  the  house 
is  assuming  a greatly  improved  appearance.  All  the  defects  are  being  remedied,  and 
ive  hope  ere  long  the  institution  will  approach  a satisfactory  condition.  The  accounts 
are  commenced  on  a new  footing,  and  for  the  future,  at  least,  the  keeping  of  proper 
records,  and  accuracy  in  them,  will  be  ensured.  The  improved  sanitary  state  of  the 
house,  the  introduction  of  adequate  arrangements  for  the  diet,  clothing,  and  all  tin- 
physical  requirements  of  the  inmates,  and  the  establishment  of  discipline  and  order,  have 
extent  rf  *”  a po8,t,on  to  receive  almost  immediately  an  increase  to  the  numbers  to  the 

5.  Mr.  Kelly,  the  master,  still  suffering  from  fever,  has  tendered  his  resignation.  The 
new  schoolmaster  is  giving  fair  promise;  and  wo  have  removed  from  the  establishment. 

Prev'ous  arrangement,  the' former  schoolmaster,  the  assistant-schoolmaster,  and 
house  staff t maStei’  ^ *“d  advantaSc  from  t,)e  condensation  and  alteration  in  the  work- 

Accounts. 

6.  The  clerk  has  been  employed  at  the  arrear  accounts,  and  lias  a prospect  of  having 
those  for  the  half-year  ending  25th  March  1847  completed  in  a few  days.  Although  the 
backward  state  of  his  work  is  presumptive  evidence  of  his  neglect,  still  we  must  testify  to 
ms  extieme  industry  since  he  came  under  our  observation.  We  have  every  hone  that  at  no 

ft%compw“r“”te  Bil1  “n  be  ^ ”P’  “d  Ule  «&  ii*  “4S 

Out-door  Relief. 

’•  bav.e.  is?ued  ™trnctiona  to  each  of  the  Relieving  Officers,  that  they  have  power  to 
transfei  10  able-bodied  men  and  their  families  from  the  out-door  relief  lists  to  the  work- 
hoase.  The  spare  space  in  the  house  already  alluded  to,  we  think,  lias  warranted  us  in  this 
procedure;  and  we  are  convinced  that  if  the  Relieving  Officers  exercise  the porn  " t lev 
possess,  in  thus  ordering  actual  admission  into  the  workhouse  to  10  cases  they  ninv  at  once 
exclude  almost  all  the  doubtful  persons  of  the  class  of  able-bodied  mon  tZn  7Jc  lkto 
brdl™ted  1°  oBe,r  the  ",orkh°»88  to  those  least  likely  to  accept  it  ■ in  the 
u ',bo“!  ?1By  order  tllis  ro,ief  its  acceptance,  to  extend  the 

■11  t'lt  ler  “*r.  lrLul1  ftsy  get  to  Cases  who  will  really  enter  the  workhouse  This 
will  also  be  a preparative  for  the  labour  test,  which  we  are  prepared  to  introduce  the  dav 
the  implements  are  obtained  from  the  Board  of  Works,  'lhe  proposed  mode  of  m It 
w,  irP,05T:  °F  4 ’e  able‘boilletl>  ™ append  a statement  of  (vide  Enclosure  No  if 

this  helpless  section  of  the  community  to  a state  of  the  ‘“I8”1?,  ?.  !e  lattf » llatI  reduced 
which  full  and  sad  proof  was  afforded  by  theh  Lpect  ft  tl  deb,bty  and  attenuation,  of 
many  of  these  persons  would  have  rejected  workhouse  relhir 5 same ‘™°  w0  doubt  not  thut. 
labour-test;  they  would  have  endeavoured  tn  f or  relief  when  subjected  to  a 

rendered  them  too  weak  now  for  work  and  DiSred**?61’0!'’  b?il  4 eff°rt  w0ll,d  httvo 
Those  persons  who  had  recently  merged 'into  sJh;  P.  r them  lor  the  ravages  of  disease, 
holdings  of  land,  would,  from  a sensfof  dem  ad  V * V'  ” by  rel'“<l'“shing  their  small 
relief  which  was  te  be  obtained  C h 'f  ? bef“  P,e?alial'1y  bkaly  to  reject 

It  appears  to  us,  tlierefore,  that  numbf  rs  who  1 ,Um  °F  8tone_bfeaking  or  the  workhouse. 
And  employment,  would  have  sunk  into  comparative's;'4'  J?d“strl!u“ly,  disposed,  could  not 
relief.  Further, 'those  who  m?°li ^have TSed  r.T T tha"  ,8C“P‘  « 

breaking,  would  in  all  probability  have  aenffired  the  o7d l “m*8  tBSt  °f  3‘011c' 
severe  weather  of  the  past  season,  and  thehn*!.™  “/disease  by  the  exposure  to  the 
the  helpless  beings  with  shattered  frames  and  broC  °r  wldcTs  “d  01'PbaPSi  and 
consequence  of  tie  employment  under UboS?  Rate  woffid  h £beady  Wei6bty  <lha 

work,  however,  which  is  opening  to  some  eX  at  sort,  l'  ill  bape  bB“  ’S.™88'4-  Tim 
to  those  really  destitute,  who  would  not  accept  relie?ffi' th^r'kl™  “°W  8fld,rd,  8 resourco 
the  present  becomes  a suitable  time  for  the  mired  ' 4 workhouse  or  with  labour,  and 
deferred,  we  are  sensible,  might  fosto  JMS"?  8 ,,all,‘88‘-  I<8  bem8  further 
bodied  who  couid  be  lee-ally  relieved  have  heen  f ,t  ej’bJect  has  been  effected ; the  able- 
st the  ensuing  labour  ; ' flit  SstotoThave  bP‘  *trMJ5th  <il  ia  b°P8d)  to, 
implanted  for  a coming  season  of  renewed  pestilence  ot  been  sapped,  nor  the  elements 
under  mdi»a,7 circumstances,  are  the  result^  „ut-d„or  reheTtoX tbleTd^'S, 

9.  For 
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3.  For  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  attention  of  the  Relieving  Officers  to  the  prevention 
of  the  abuse  likely  to  arise  when  the  labour  test  is  commenced  from  able-bodied  men 
deserting  their  families,  and  relief  being  given  to  persons  not  destitute,  we  propose,  with  your 
sanction,  to  issue  to  them  the  instructions  contained  in  Enclosure  No.  2. 

10.  The  Commissariat  meal  was  so  defective  in  quality  that  we  could  not  take  advantage 
of  the  full  amount  of  the  order  for  500 l.  which  we  received  from  the  British  Association,  and 
only  used  204pounds’  worth.  We  have,  however,  made  adequate  arrangements  for  the  proper 
supply  of  all  the  Relieving  Officers. 

Liabilities. 

11.  We  have  formed  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  Union  until  the  1st  of  November 
next,  previous  to  which  time  another  rate  could  not  be  made  available;  and  we  have  also 
estimated  the  amount  likely  to  arise  from  the  rate  at  present  in  collection  (vide  Enclosure 
No.  4).  From  this  calculation  it  becomes  apparent  that  the  rates  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union  will  be  unable  to  meet  the  expenditure  for  relief  of  the  poor  during  the  next  eight 
months,  without  appropriating  any  sum  in  liquidation  of  the  debts  ol  the  late  Board.  The 
creditors  of  the  Union  who  enabled  the  former  Board  to  administer  relief  when  it  would 
otherwise  have  been  unable  to  do  so,  are  urgent,  and  we  conceive  deserve  consideration.  We 
are  disposed  to  think  they  should  be  satisfied  with  5 s.  in  the  pound  out  of  the  amount  of 
their  claim  from  the  present  rate,  and  we  have  included  that  sum  in  our  estimate. 

12.  As  the  inadequacy  of  the  resources  of.  the  Union  developed  to  the  fullest  extent  to 
meet  the  demands  which  will  fall  upon  them  this  year  is  apparent,  we  would  respectfully  beg 
the  favour  of  the  Commissioners’  interference  to  procure  for  this  Union  assistance  from  the 
British  Association;  hopes,  we  understand,  being  held  out  in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament, 
that  to  a certain  number  of  Unions  circumstanced  as  this  Union  is  now  found  to  be,  some 
assistance  should  be  extended  from  that  source. 

13.  A great  difficulty  will  aiise  in  ascertaining  the  exact  amount  which  is  due  to  many  of 
the  creditors.  The  workhouse  books  being  for  a lengthened  time  in  the  greatest  confusion, 
no  record  was  kept  of  the  supplies  received  from  the  contractors.  Many  of  these  parties 
cannot  produce  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  so  that  the  authenticity  of  their  claims 
rests  upon  slender  evidence.  We  propose  (subject  to  your  sanction)  to  issue  a notice 
{Enclosure  No.- 3),  preparatory  to  an  investigation  into  the  particulars  of  the  demand  of  each 
creditor,  as  that  is  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  any  arrangement  for  their  liquidation 
which  may  hereafter  be  made. 

Temporary  Fever  Hospital. 

14.  We  have  selected  a site  for  this  building,  and  await  the  plans  and  specifications 
already  applied  for  to  commence  its  construction. 

In  reference  to  the  statement  of  balances  of  advances  under  Temporary  Relief  Act  which 
appear  still  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Relief  Committees,  we  append  draft  (Enclosure 
No.  5)  of  a communication  which  we  propose  to  address  to  each  Committee  on  the 
.subject. 


Enclosures. 

No.  1. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

Proposed  Plan  for  employing  Able-bodied  Men  receiving  Out-door  Relief. 

The  Relieving  Officer  to  prepare  a sheet  from  his  relief  lists  and  orders  of  Vice-Guavdians, 
containing  the  names  of  all  the  able-bodied  men  thereon,  with  other  particulars,  in  the  fol- 
lewing  form  : — 

Electoral  Divisiou. — Labour  List. 


No.  in 
Application 

Report  Book,  j 

Work 

Station. 

Names  | 
of 

Labourers.  1 

Task 

of 

Work. 

Amount 

of 

Ration. 

J Week  ending | 

Week  ending . . . 

Work  ; 
performed.  ' 

Rations 

Work  j 
performed. 

Rations 

Note. — This  Form  may  be  printed  to  suit  a number  of  Weeks. 


On  the  first  day  on  which  the  able-bodied  are  to  be  set  to  work,  the  Relieving  Officer  is  to 
assign  to  each  his  station,  and  to  issue  a week’s  allowance,  informing  him  that  no  further 
rations  will  be  given  him  unless  the  work  specified  in  the  list  is  completed,  or  only  in  pro- 
portion to  the  work  done.  The  Relieving  Officer  is  then  to  give  the  list  (duly  entered  up)  to 
the  Superintendent. 
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The  Superintendent  is  to  devote  his  whole  time  tb  the  working  parties,  observing  that  each 
man  attends  with  regularity,  and  performs  his  work  properly.  At  the  close  of  the  week  he 
is,  under  his  own  personal  inspection,  to  have  each  man’s  work  during  the  week  measured 
the  quantity  noted  in  column  of  list,  and  the  stones  removed  to  a heap  in  some  safe;  and 
convenient  place.  He  is  to  attend  at  the  relie ving-house  on  the  day  they  are  served  to  give 
in  the  list,  and  receive  it  when  revised.  The  quautity  of  stones  in  reserve  heap  must  corre- 
spond with  the  total  of  the  column  in  list,  to  be  ascertained  by  a monthly  measurement  of 
heap.  The  Superintendent  to  keep  an  account  of  stones  received  from  quarry  contractor 
and  to  be  accountable  for  all  implements. 

The  Relieving  Officer,  in  issuing  rations  both  to  able-bodied  and  infirm,  to  use  tickets 
which  will  be  provided  him.  These  tickets  to  be  given  by  him  to  the  paupers  ; they  thou 
to  present  them  to  the  Relieving  Officer’s  Assistant  (who  acts  as  storekeeper,  being  i'u  con- 
stant attendance  there,  the  Relieving  Officer  being  responsible  for  all  he  does),  who  weighs 
out  the  quantity  stated  in  ticket.  At  the  close  of  the  day  the  tickets  in  hands  of  assistants 
should  be  given  up  to  the  Relieving  Officer  for  re-issue,  and  should  correspond  with  the  sum 
of  relief  lists,  and  be  in  accordance  with  the  stock.  If  possible,  the  place  where  the  Relieving 
Officer  issues  the  tickets  should  be  a little  apart  from  the.  store. 

The  bills  for  the  payment  of  Assistants  and  Superintendents  to  be  presented  on  the  first 
Friday  in  each  month  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Union ; each  bill,  accompanied  by  the  receipt  of 
the  party,  without  which  no  bill  will  be  paid.  The  wages  allowed  are  as  follows r 
Assistants,  per  week  - - - - 6 s. 

Superintendents,  ditto  - - - -7  s. 


No.  2. 

Sir,  Carrick-on-Shannon,  February  29,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  to  request  that  you  will  take  prompt  measures  for 
the  apprehension  of  all  persons,  any  members  of  whose  families  they  are  liable  by  law  to 
support  are  on  your  relief  list,  and  whom  they  have  deserted.  A copy  of  the  Van-rant  Act 
empowering  you  to  take  such  proceedings,  is  enclosed,  and  also  forms  for  convictions  which’ 
if  necessary,  you  can  supply  to  the  magistrates  before  whom  you  bring  the  cases.  ’ * 

. 1 am  also  t0  request  you  will  make  a record  of  the  amount  of  all  relief  you  may  have 
given  to  persons  subsequently  ascertained  not  to  have  been  proper  objects  for  relief  with 
the  view  of  measures  being  hereafter  taken,  under  the  5th  section  of  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act 
tor  the  recovery  of  the  cost  of  such  relief,  which  in  these  cases  is  to  be  considered  as  a loan 
to  be  repaid. 

I am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

m p i*  • /V.  „ John  Clarke,  Clerk  to  Union. 

To  Relieving  Officer  of  District. 


No.  3. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


The  Vice-Guardians  request  that  all  persons  having  claims  against  the  late  Board  of 
guardians  of  the  above  Union  will  furnish  their  accounts  forthwith  to  the  clerk,  with  the 
view  to  an  arrangement  being  made  with  regard  to  same,  at  as  early  a date  as  possible, 
iiach  account  will  be  required  m detail,  and  supported  in  every  item  bv  the  Guardian^ 
order,  otherwise  there  will  be  a difficulty  ip  their  settlement: 


Board-room.  February  26, 1848. 


By  order  of  the  Vice-Guardians, 

John  Clarke,  Clerk  to  Union. 


No.  4. 

Carrick-on-Shannon. 

Estimate  of  probable  Expeeditobe  and  Reeoueces  of  Union  for  next  Eialit  Months 
being  up  to  1st  November  1848.  ' 

Cost  of  out-door  relief  for  35  weeks,  at  200 1.  per  week  - - £ 7 000 

Cost  of  workhouse  relief  for  same  time,  at  90/.  per  week  - - Vise 

Establishment  charges,  including  officers’  salaries,  Rate-col-  ’ 
lectors  fees,  building  fever  sheds,  &c.  - - - _ 2500 


Deduct  proceeds  of  rate,  assuming  that  three-fourths  of  the 

amount  at  present  uncollected  wiU  be  recovered  - 

Deficiency  before  another  rate  can  be  collected  - 
Debts  of  Union  . 

Total  deficiency  at  1st  November  1848  - 


£.12,650 

6,750 

5,900 

3,350 

£.  9,250 


No.  5.  • 
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wT  Carrick-on-Shannan 

No.  6.  tJid&n. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

Sir,  Carrick-on-SbannoD,  February  29,  L848. 

The  Vice-Guardians  perceive,  by  a statement  furnished  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
by  the  accountant  of  the  Relief  Commission,  that  a balance  of  l.  was  left  in  your 

hands  as  Chairman  of  the  division,  at  the  close  of  the  operations  under  Temporary 

Relief  Act. 

I am  directed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  to  request  you  will  have  the  kindness  to  inform  them 
if  such  sum  still  remains  in  your  possession ; or,  if  disposed  of,  the  purposes  to  which  it 
lias  been  converted. 

I have,  &c. 

To  John  Clarke,  Clerk  to  Union. 

Chairman  of  Relief  Committee. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  3,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  your  Report  of  the  29tli  ultimo,  relating  to  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  ; and  they  perceive  with  satisfaction  that  the  collectors  of  poor- 
rate  have  entered  fully  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  The  Commissioners  fully  approve 
the  determination  to  proceed  with  promptitude  and  vigour  in  the  collection  of  the  rate  due 
by  the  wealthier  class  of  rate-payers,  from  whom  you  state  that  little  has  as  yet  been 
received  by  the  collectors ; and  the  Commissioners  rely  upon  the  Vice-Guardians  and  the 
collectors  taking  energetic  steps  to  obtain,  and,  if  necessary,  enforce,  payment  from  all 
classes  of  rate-payers,  bearing  in  mind  only  the  ability  of  the  parties  to  pay,  and  the 
necessity  which  exists  for  the  supply  of  funds  to  relieve  the  destitute  poor  of  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  regard  the  prospect  of  the  establishment  of  order  and  regularity  in  the 
■workhouse  with  much  satisfaction. 

As  regards  the  issue  of  rations  to  persons  receiving  out-door  relief,  the  Commissioners 
are  of  opinion  that  great  efforts  should  be  made  to  introduce  the  system  of  giving  rations  in 
cooked  food  daily. 

The  Commissioners  have  reason  to  believe  that  where  rations  of  meal  have  been  issued 
weekly,  they  have  sometimes  been  entirely  consumed  during  three  or  four  days  of  the  week, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  the  paupers  during  the  remaining  days. 

The  great  point  to  be  borne  in  mind  is  the  due  relief  of  destitution  in  the  manner  which 
is  at  the  same  time  the  most  effectual  and  the  most  economical.  The  Commissioners 
think,  in  reference  to  the  improvidence  which  has  been  found  to  exist,  this  end  can  be  best 
secured  by  daily  rations  of  cooked  food. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  your  giving  instructions  to  your  Relieving  Officers, 
as  proposed,  for  taking  the  necessary  proceedings  before  magistrates  against  persons  who 
desert  or  wilfully  neglect  to  maintain  their  wives  or  children  ; but  they  consider  that  some 
additions  may  properly  be  made  to  the  instructions  appended  to  your  report.  The  Relieving 
Officers  should  be  apprised  of  the  liability  of  husbands  and  fathers  under  the  53d  section  of 
the  1st  and  2d  Viet.  c.  56;  also,  that  in  case  of  persons  in  such  relationship  offending 
against  the  10th  and  11th  Viet.  c.  84,  proof  of  the  offence  should  be  given  before  a magis- 
trate, according  to  section  5,  and  then  a warrant  is  to  be  executed  with  a view  to  the  ultimate 
proceeding  directed  by  section  2. 

The  further  instruction  proposed,  as  to  declaring  relief  a loan,  also  requires  revision  ; the 
declaration  being  necessary  when  the  relief  is  offered,  and  not  after  the  paupers  shall  have 
received  it. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  you  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  amount  of 
additional  funds  that  may  be  required  in  aid  ot  the  amount  which  can  be  collected  out  of 
the  rate  already  made ; but  they  approve  of  your  arrangements  for  ascertaining  the  actual 
amount  of  debt  due  to  the  late  contractors ; and  your  clerk  will  shortly  receive  forms,  on 
which  he  is  to  prepare  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  and  income  of  the  Union  to  the  29th  of 
September  next. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  object  to  the  letter  proposed  to  be  addressed  to  Chairmen  of 
Relief  Committees,  requesting  information  as  to  the  expenditure  of  the  balance  in  hands  at 
the  close  of  the  relief  operations  under  the  Act  10  Viet.  c.  7. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  5,  1848. 

The  workhouse  continues  to  improve  in  every  department.  The  staff  of  officers  is  now 
perfect,  with  the  exception  of  the  newly-appointed  schoolmaster,  who,  I regret  to  say,  is  in 
fever.  The  various  operations  of  the  kitchen  and  laundry  are  carried  on  with  regularity  and 
satisfaction.  Whitewashing  has  extended  over  the  greater  portion  of  the  building ; classifi- 
cation is  nearly  perfected ; our  new  clothing  has  been  appropriated;  and,  altogether,  the 
establishment  wears  an  entirely  altered  aspect. 

Before,  however,  I shall  be  able  to  report  that  the  house  is  in  such  a state  as  will  satisfy 
me,  I think  it  will  be  necessary  to  put  the  walls  in  a better  condition  than  they  are  in 
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Carrick-on-Shannon  at  present,  as  in  their  present  state  the  house  can  never  be  neat,  clean,  or  comfortable  in  wet 
Union.  weather. 

The  temporary  shed  has  been  put  in  repair,  and  is  now  ready  for  anv  purpose  to  which 
we  shall  find  it  expedient  to  appropriate  it.  1 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  hospital  arrangements,  and  although 
there  are  151  at  present  in  hospital,  yet  decided  improvements  in  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  house  has  taken  place. 

There  have  been  -20  deaths  during  the  week,  principally  from  chronic  dysentery. 

We  still  retain  the  workhouse  test  in  our  bauds  to  nearly  the  same  extent  as  last  week 
As  I anticipated,  the  Relieving  Officers  have  not  used  the  means  placed  at  their  disposal 
with  that  judgment  and,  discretion  which  more  efficient  officers  would  undoubtedly  have 
done ; the  result,  therefore,  is  not  so  satisfactoiy  as  it  might  be.  They  have  struck  off  537  • 
only  27  have  accepted  the  alternative  of  the  workhouse,  and  even  those  have  been  badly 
selected,  there  being  but  four  able-bodied  amongst  them.  I have  no  doubt  but  that  3 OOP 
names  would  have  been  struck  off  our  out-door  relief  list,  if  the  test  had  been  judiciously 
used  by  the  Relieving  Officers.  We  have  now  ordered  them  to  send  all  the  able-bodied  to 
the  workhouse ; and  if  they,  can  only  discriminate  between  able-bodied  and  the  reverse  the 
lists  will  be  greatly  reduced  before  our  300  vacancies  are  filled  up.  Simple  and  easy  as 
this  duty  appears  to  be  it  would  seem  to  present  insurmountable  difficulties  to  these 
officers,  who  by  their  inability  or  unwillingness  to  separate  the  two  classes,  embarrass  all 
rively'abortive°S  theyare  concerned>  and  render  our  best-considered  plans  compara- 

I am  as  yet  unable  to  give  an  opinion  of  the.  working  of  the  labour  test  in  this  Union,  as 
it  cannot  be  said  to  be  m operation  yet;  I,  however,  expect  more  beneficial  results  from  the 
workhouse  test  as  a practical  measure. 

The  collectors  have  made  but  little  progress  this  week,  notwithstanding  every  possible 

them  hut  ?h»Mh  P ''  ‘'V'P?  t0  ‘hat  mry  gentleman’s  house  is  shut  against 
them  but  that  the  poorer  classes  have  paid  m most  cases,  and  have  been  civil  in  all  Cir- 

thepast  weSet'  BTenW  **  adoptlon  of  str0"»  measures  for  the  enforcing  of  payment  during 
t,le  lawc"riedottt- Tbe 

of  aSlKT,  ?r°”SYhiS  Td  Y/07'6  Union  1 ™ g,ad  *°  observe  a commencement 
Ot  aericultural  employment,  as  also  of  drainage  operations.  Should  this  movement  increase, 
to  any  cous.derabfe  extent,  I am  of  opinion  that  the  expediency  of  conlSg  outTor 
rehe  to  the  able-bodied,  beyond  the  middle  or  end  of  this  month,  will  become  verf  Question 
1 P?i?°Se  £ make  ,a  tour  of  my  district  next  week,  in  order  to  obtain  the  best  infor- 
I shallYY  “ vf*’  a",d  asc“'!am  ,wllat  m%be  prospects  of  employment  for  that  class, 
nvmshfo  the  wShoyneXh  P°st  the  plan,  specification  and  estimate  for  the  erection  of  four 
tt  • workhouse,  by  which  I would  propose  to  bake  bread  for  out-door  relief  for  the 
entire  Union,  as  well  as  for  the  purposes  of  the  house. 

bakod  bread 

neighbour  for  a trifling  consideration  P ’ ll  haS  been  made  over  to  a 

shoulci  even  these  terms  not  be  offered^  o^should  the  ernffiovirs  ! f t W?U!f  .reJect>  but 

employment  very  considerably,  I greatly  fear  our  tests ‘ thei.r  SC.ale  of 

food,  ?r  in  some  instances  (if  porously  applied  pod™  ve  of  Ji^  ^F°dUCtiv.e  ?f 

iTe&w? mdss  of  tte  “n  °f  this  « 

Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  7,  1848. 

wi»  become  more  Sdent  by0me“ns’  of  iStructif6  ‘Y  ‘he  Pom™ssi°ners  that  they 
desirous  of  being  fomished  with°hst8^ of  Ye^mmediaie  lessoY^  nYothmfp^t'39'™]6^  are 

With 
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With  reference  to  the  probable  absence  of  employment  adverted  to  in  the  latter  part  of  Camck-on-Shannoar 
your  Report,  and  the  evil  results  which  you  apprehend  from  a strict  adherence  to  the  tests  Union. 

of  destitution,  the  Commissioners  feel  it  necessary  to  observe,  that  residence  in  the  work-  

house,  or  out-door  labour,  should  be  required  from  every  able-bodied  man,  in  return  for  the 
subsistence  supplied  to  him  and  his  family  by  the  Union ; conditions  which  involve  no 
hardship  that  should  be  regarded  as  productive  of  evils  to  the  recipients  of  relief,  while  they 
are  necessary  to  guard  against  the  evil  of  reliance  on  pauper  relief,  in  preference  to  inde- 
pendent labour,  where  available. 

Captain  WyNNB  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  C,  1848. 

■ In  reply  to  printed  circular  of  the  2d  instant,  requiring  my  opinion  on  the  expediency 
of  determining  or  suspending  out-door  relief  to  the  able-bodied  m this  Union  on  the  1 8th 
of  March  instant,  I have- the  honour  to  state,  that  I do  not  conceive  it  would  be  prudent  to 
relinquish  the  power  of  relieving  this  class  till  such  time  as  a decided  agricultural  move- 
ment shall  manifest  itself  in  the  Union,  or  till  a disposition  shall  appear  on  the  part  of  the 
proprietors  to  commence  operations  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  as  an  extensive 
employment  can  alone  determine  the  necessity  which  at  present  undoubtedly  exists  for  the 
relief  of  this  class. 

[ have  observed  with  pleasure  that  the  movement  which  I reported  last  week  has  increased 
considerably  for  the  last  ten  days.  This  i attribute  in  a great  measure  to  the  alarm  created 
by  the  amount  of  out-door  relief,  and  the  conviction  on  the  part  of  the  employers  of  the 
necessity  for  employment  as  the  only  means  of  self-preservation. 

I do  all  in  my  power  to  promote  this  feeling,  and  trust  by  next  week  I shall  be  enabled  to 
report  employment  to  a considerable  extent. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  9,  1848. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  whether  the  state  of  the  Union 
is  such  that  the  provisions  of  the  accompanying  order  to  Listowel  Union  could  be  carried 
Into  effect. 

It  will  be  observed  that  under  that  order  single  men,  and  men  with  only  two  children, 
are  thrown  on  their  own  resources. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners: — March  7, 1S4S. 

1.  We  beg  to  state,  with  reference  to  the  past  week,  as  follows : — 

Rates. 

2.  The  progress  of  the  collectors  has  been  far  short  of  our  expectations,  the  sum  collected 
being  under  100  l.  They  state  the  tardiness  of  those  liable  for  large  amounts  as  the  cause 
of  their  limited  collection ; but  the  period  having  expired  which  had  been  given  to  those 
parties  for  payment,  they  will  now  commence  most  vigorously  law  proceedings  for  the 
recovery  of  the  sums  due  by  such  defaulters.  At  the  fortnightly  examination  of  the 
collectors’  accounts,  which  takes  place  on  to-morrow,  we  trust  they  will  exhibit  an  improved 
aspect  for  the  current  week;  but  until  the  pressure  of  law  proceedings  is  applied,  large 
payments  will  not  result. 

Workhouse. 

3.  The  establishment  is  continuing  to  improve ; and  we  have  no  doubt  that  when  the 
master  (Mr.  Horan)  becomes  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  duties,  and  the  matron’s  health 
quite  restored,  that  no  fears  need  be  entertained  for  its  successful  management.  The  school- 
master, whom  we  recently  appointed,  is  suffering  from  violent  fever,  with  which  he  was 
attacked  soon  after  his  arrival.  Some  admissions  have  been  made  during  the  week,  and  a 
considerable  increase  is  expected  for  some  days  by  the  admissions  of  able-bodied  men  and 
■their  families  from  the  out-door  relief  lists. 

Out-door  Relief. 

4.  The  application  of  the  workhouse  test  to  the  able-bodied  men  is  reducing  the  number  of 
that  class  most  satisfactorily.  The  space  we  managed  to  render  available  has  performed  a 
most  important  service ; and  we  hope,  by  means  of  the  300  admissions  we  were  in  a position 
to  make,  many  hundreds  will  be  swept  off  the  out-relief  lists.  We  have  accomplished  the 
employment  of  the  able-bodied,  to  whom  the  workhouse  could  not  be  offered,  to  a consider- 
able exteut.  Stone-breaking  and  the  sweeping  of  the  streets  of  towns  (brooms  being- 
provided  by  us  for  the  latter  purpose)  will,  we  trust,  drive  to  independent  exertion  all  who 
■can  possibly  do  so.  The  out-door  labour  test  we  confine  to  labourers  with  large  families ; 
all  others  being  selected  for  the  workhouse. 

5.  We  visited  several  of  the  relief  stations  during  the  week,  and  shall  continue  to  give  to 
them  close  inspection.  The  necessary  steps  are  being  taken  for  the  erection  of  four  ovens 
at  the  workhouse,  estimated  to  produce  sufficient  bread  for  the  entire  Union.  When  the 
completion  of  these  ovens  enables  us  to  give  a bread  ration,  we  have  little  doubt  that  the 
out-door  relief  system  will  be  immeasurably  improved. 

6.  From  the  difficulty  in  procuring  supplies  of  pro’Jfsions  Here,  being  dependent  on  one 
merchant,  who,  of  course,  is  not  so  easily  dealt  with  in  consequence,  and  the  possibility  of 
considerable  inconvenience  being  suffered  if  he  should  cease  to  supply,  we  would  beg  to 
solicit  an  application  from  you  to  procure  a further  quantity  of  Commissariat  provisions,  the 
■cost  of  which  we  shall  repay  at  the  earliest  period  the  collection  of  the  rates  will  permit. 

(170.  App.)  z z 3 . Repm 
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C&mdc-on-Sliannoa  Reply  to  the  foregoing March  11,  1848. 

Umon'  I am  to  inform  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  made  application  to  the  British  Associa- 

tion for  a further  loan  of  500 1.  to  assist  you  in  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
destitute  poor  in  the  Union. 

This  advance  should  be  repaid  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  11,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I have  con- 
sidered the  terms  of  the  Order  to  Listowel  Union  as  applicable  to  the  present  state  of  this 
Union,  and  can  see  no  valid  objection  to  its  adoption ; on  the  contrary,  I think  it  desirable, 
taking  into  consideration  the  season  and  prospects  of  employment. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing : — March  14, 1848. 

I am  to  inform  you,  that  in  accordance  with  your  recommendation,  the  Commissioners 
have  given  directions  for  the  issue  of  an  order  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  similar  to 
the  order  issued  in  the  Listowel  Union. 

The  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  the  Board  of 
Guardians  accordingly. 


Copy  of  Order  above  referred  to. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  Union.  ( Out-door  Relief.) 

To  the  Paid  Officers  acting  in  execution  of  the  Duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  to  the  Clerk  and  other  Officers  of  the  said  Union,  and  to 
all  other  Persons  whom  it  may  concern  : 

Whereas  it  has  been  shown  to  our  satisfaction,  that  by  reason  of  the  want  of  room  in 
the  workhouse  of  the  said  Union,  adequate  relief  cannot  be  afforded  therein  to  destitute 
poor  persons  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled,  or  destitute  poor  persons  disabled  by 
sickness  or  accident,  or  destitute  poor  widows,  having  two  or  more  legitimate  children 
dependent  on  them ; or  to  destitute  poor  persons,  being  able-bodied  men,  who  are  not 
married,  and  are  above  18  years  of  age;  or  who,  being  married,  have  not  more  than  two 
children  dependent  on  them  respectively ; and  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  and  empower  the 
paid  officers  acting  in  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  said  Union 
to  administer  relief  out  of  the  workhouse  to  such  destitute  poor  persons,  for  a limited  time,  as 
hereinafter  mentioned. 

Now,  therefore,  we,  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Ireland,  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  said  paid  officers  to  administer  relief  out  of 
the  workhouse,  in  food,  to  destitute  poor  persons,  not  being  persons  permanently  disabled 
from  labour  by  reason  of  old  age,  infirmity  or  bodily  or  mental  defect,  and  not  being  persons 
disabled  from  labour  by  reason  of  severe  sickness  or  serious  accident,  and  thereby  deprived 
of  the  means  of  earning  a subsistence  for  themselves  and  their  families,  whom  they  are 
liable  by  law  to  maintain,  and  not  being  poor  widows,  having  two  or  more  legitimate 
children  dependent  on  them ; and  not  being  able-bodied  men  who  are  not  married,  and  arc 
above  18  years  of  age,  or,  being  married,  who  have  not  more  than  two  children  dependent 
on  them  repectively,  for  the  period  from  the  date  of  this  order  to  the  1st  day  of  April  next 
inclusive. 

And  we  do  hereby  make  the  following  rules  and  regulations  as  to  the  granting,  ordering 
and  giving  of  relief  to  all  persons  who  shall  be  relieved  by  the  said  paid  officers,  under  the 
authority  of  this  order ; (that  is  to  say) : — 

1.  Every  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  order  Bhall  be  relieved  in  food  only, 
and  such  food  shall,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  be  cooked  food. 

2.  Every  able-bodied  male  person  relieved  under  the  authority  of  this  order  shall,  so  far 

as  is  practicable,  be  set  to  perform  a task  of  work  during  eight  hours  at  least  of  every  day 
for  which  he  receives  such  relief.  J 

3.  N o able-bodied  person  who  shall  be  in  employment,  nor  any  part  of  his  or  her  family, 
shall  receive  relief  aB  a destitute  person  under  the  authority  of  this  order. 

And  for  the  more  effectual  administration  of  relief  under  this  order,  we  do  hereby  authorize 
and  direct  the  said  paid  officers  to  appoint  so  many  Relieving  Officers  as  shall  be  found 
sufficient,  from  time  to  time,  to  superintend  the  labour  of  such  persons  as  shaU  be  set  to 
■work,  in  pursuance  of  the  regulations  in  this  order  contained ; and  otherwise  to  assist  in  the 
administration  of  relief  under  this  order,  as  the  said  paid  officers,  subject  to  our  approval 
shall  direct.  ' 

Sealed  with  our  seal  this  I8th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1848. 


(Countersigned) 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


(SEA  L.) 


(signed)  E.  T.  B.  Twistleton. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  11, 1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  in  compliance 
with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  I have  used  my  best  endeavour  to 
furnish  the  statement  required  thereby. 

I am 
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I am  unable  to  do  so  with  that  accuracy  which  I should  wish,  from  the  circumstance  of  Camck-on-Shunnoa 
there  not  having  been  any  record  of  arrests  where  no  committal  took  place.  Such  appears  Union. 

to  be  the  practice  of  the  constabulary,  to  whom  I have  made  application,  and  whose  return  I 

herewith  transmit. 

I am  enabled  to  state,  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  pevious  to  18th  of  January, 

10  persons  were  brought  by  the  police,  at  my  instance,  before  Mr.  La  Touche,  J.  P.,  and 
were  discharged  without  any  reason  having  been  assigned,  except  “ that  the  Clerk  of 
Sessions  required  payment  for  his  services  before-hand,”  or  something  to  this  effect. 

Six  persons  were  also  brought  by  the  police  before  Captain  Cox,  J.  P.,  at  my  instance, 
and  were  discharged  by  him  on  the  grounds  (as  stated  to  me  by  the  police)  of  his  having  too 
much  business  of  his  own  to  attend  to. 

Several  other  arrests  were  made  by  the  police,  of  which  I have  not  any  note,  with  similar 
results. 

On  the  18th  of  January,  37  persons  were  brought  to  the  police  before  Mr.  Kelly,  R.  M., 
of  whom  12  were  committed  for  seven  days  to  the  gaol,  13  sent  to  the  workhouse,  and  12 
discharged,  with  a caution  not  to  appear  again  in  the  streets  begging. 

In  every  case  a conviction  was  had.  Of  the  13  sent  to  the  workhouse,  seven  left  it  the 
next  day,  and  were  again  on  the  streets;  of  the  12  discharged,  eight  continued  on  the 
streets;  and  of  the  12  committed,  eight  are  at  this  moment  in  the  streets, having  resumed 
their  occupation  at  the  expiration  of  the  seven  days’  confinement ; six  remain  in  the  work- 
house,  and  four  have  not  since  appeared. 

The  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Kelly  for  not  committing  the  entire  party  were,  “ first,  the 
■crowded  state  of  the  gaol;  secondly,  the  expense  of  a prisoner  being  so  much  heavier  than 
that  of  a pauper  in  the  workhouse,”  the  former  S s.  6 d.  per  week,  the  latter  1 s.  9 d.  During 
the  remainder  of  the  month,  I sent  parties  almost  daily  before  Captain  Cox.  Some  com- 
mittals were  had,  which  do  not  appear  in  the  accompanying  constabulary  report ; but,  in 
most  cases  the  parties  were  discharged,  on  condition  that  they  would  go  to  the  workhouse, 
while  in  others  without  any  reason  having  been  assigned,  that  I could  learn. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  a large  number  of  persons  were  brought  before  Captain  Cox  and 
Mr.  Peyton,  J.  P.,  of  whom  eight  were  committed,  the  remainder  discharged. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  another  party  was  brought  before  Captain  Cox,  of  whom  two 
were  committed. 

I regret  I am  unable  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  the  exact  number  of  arrests  made 
by  the  police  ; but  I can  take  upon  myself  to  say,  that  the  proportion  of  arrests  to  com- 
mittals has  been  as  ten  to  one. 

The  reasons  generally  assigned  were  the  crowded  state  of  the  gaol,  and  the  expense  of  a 
prisoner  on  the  county.  

Enclosure. 


Return  of  Vagrants  arrested  by  the  Constabulary  at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and 
brought  before  the  Magistrates,  committed  and  disposed  of. 


No. 

Names  of  Vagrants. 

Before  what  Magistrate  committed; 

Date  of  Committal. 

1 

Anne  Flaherty 

. 

. 

N.  Kelly,  Esq.,  R.  M. 

January  18, 1848. 

2 

Margaret  Flaherty 

- 

- 

„ „ 

„ 

3 

Patt  Colwell  - 

- 

- 

,,  „ 

,, 

4 

Bridget  Dockrey  - 

- 

- 

„ - 

„ 

5 

Bridget  Hamilton  - 

- 

- 

„ 

6 

Mary  Hamilton 

- 

- 

„ 

7 

Alexander  Reilly  - 

- 

- 

„ 

8 

Anne  M'Nulty 

- 

- 

„ „ 

„ 

9 

Catherine  Flaherty 

- 

- 

„ 

10 

Anne  Cox 

- 

- 

11 

Mary  Kelly  - 

- 

- 

>y  j}  ~ 

„ 

12 

Patt  Column 

- 

- 

•i  - - - 

n 

13 

Patt  Cox 

- 

- 

,,  } 

14 

John  Rogers 

" 

John  H.  Peyton,  Esq.,  J.  P., 
Charles  Cox,  J.  P. 

February  1,  1848. 

15 

Michael  Tegue 
James  M'Weeney  - 

- 

. 

16 

- 

- 

,,  „ - 

' 

17 

Francis  M'JNulty  - 

- 

- 

„ , 

18 

Alexander  Reilly  - 

- 

„ „ 

19 

Patrick  Colwell 

- 

- 

tr 

20 

Catherine  Casey  - 

- 

- 

21 

John  Casey  - 

- 

- 

22 

Michael  Casey 

- 

- 

Captain  Cox,  J.  P. 

23 

Michael  Beirne 

- 

- 

February  2,  1848. 

24 

Anne  Beirne  - 

“ 

" 

” ” - - - 

Charles  Tighe,  Constable. 

"W.  E.  Fox,  Esq.,  Sub-Inspector.  March  10,  1848. 


(17Q.  App.)  2 z 4 Reply 
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Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  16,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  are  unable  to  suggest  any  mode  of  overcoming  the  difficulties  to  which 
you  have  drawn  attention,  as  they  appear  to  originate  in  the  crowded  state  of  the  gaol,  and 
the  non-existence  of  a house  of  correction. 

If  the  latter  could  be  provided,  the  discipline,  labour,  and  diet  might  be  so  regulated  as 
to  render  confinement  in  it  an  effectual  check  on  vagrancy ; but  these  are  arrangements- 
within  the  province  of  the  local  magistrates  and  county  authorities. 

The  Commissioners  observe,  that  paupers  taken  before  one  of  the  magistrates  on  the  18tli 
of  January  last  were  discharged,  on  a question  with  respect  to  the  fees  of  the  clerk  of  petty 
sessions.  However,  on  referring  to  the  4th  and  7th  sections  of  the  Act  10  & 11  Viet, 
cap.  84,  it  will  be  seen  that  vagrancy  cases  are  not  intended  to  be  tried  at  petty  sessions, 
but  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  as  soon  as  reasonably  practicable  after  arrest,  and  such 
justice  is  to  transmit  a copy  of  the  conviction  to  the  next  petty  sessions  in  the  district. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — March  11,  1848. 


I have  great  pleasure  in  reporting  the  steady  progress  of  improvement  in  every  department, 
of  the  workhouse  establishment,  but  I regret  to  say  we  are  deprived  of  the  valuable  services 
of  our  new  master,  by  an  attack  of  fever  with  which  he  is  this  day  confined  to  his  bed. 

I fear  this  circumstance  will  greatly  check  our  progress,  particularly  as  the  new  school- 
master is  also  in  fever,  and  the  matron  scarcely  able  as  yet  to  do  anything. 

Every  means  have  been  resorted  to  to  expel  infection  from  the  house.  The  entire  esta- 
blishment lias  been  cleansed  and  purified,  the  walls  and  ceilings  whitewashed,  the  inmates 
newly  clothed,  and  constant  ventilation  kept  up.  Still  there  is  no  doubt  infection  still  lingers 
in  the  house. 

These  measures  have,  however,  produced  their  effects  on  the  general  health  and  appearance 
of  the  inmates,  and  in  thg  decreasing  mortality,  which  the  last  week  amounted  to  only  16, 
one-half  the  average  of  January  last. 

There  still  remain  in  hospital  150,  principally  cases  of  chronic  dysentery,  and  for  the  most 
part  hopeless. 

The  number  on  this  day  in  the  house  is  747 ; 89  able-bodied  have  entered  during  the  last 
week,  but  many  of  them  will  not  remain. 

Our  collection  for  the  past  week  has  disappointed  my  expectations  ; the  doors  of  the  better 
class  closed  as  heretofore  against  the  collectors,  who  are  using  the  best  exertions  to  discharge 
their  duties. 


Nothing  has  been  effected  as  yet  by  means  of  summons,  although  many  have  been  issued, 
but  the  sessions  are  not  regularly  held. 

■ The  collectors  have  found  driving  to  he  the  most  effective  means  of  enforcing  payment, 
and  have  adopted  ibis  course  wherever  distress  could  be  found  on  the  lands. 

A large  number  of  summonses  have  been  served  for  next  week,  and  it  is  my  intention  to 
attend  the  several  courts  in  person. 

I hope  I shall  be  able  to  report  a much  larger  collection  next  week  ; every  possible  exer- 
tion  shall  be  used  to  accomplish  it.  In  very  few  instances  has  payment  been  refused ; in 
most  cases  a few  days  have  been  requested,  and  in  no  case  has  any  violence  been  resorted 
to ; in  fact  the  district  is  now  perfectly  quiet,  and  the  people  peaceable. 

I have  visited  in  the  course  of  the  past  week  many  of  the  labour  depots,  where  the  able- 
bodied  paupers  are  now  at  work;  in  some  the  system  has  been  put  into  operation  cleverly, 
while  in  others  the  inefficiency  of  the  Relieving  Officers  has  again  marred  or  retarded  our 
proceedings. 

As  yet  this  test  has  not  produced  much  effect,  even  where  well  and  judiciously  applied  ; 
but  I have  no  doubt  but  that  the  moment  an  extension  of  the  ordinary  employment  of  the 
country  offers  a choice  to  the  recipients,  the  results  will  be  different.  A few  persons  have 
not  come  to  work  at  the  time  appointed,  and  have  been  in  consequence  struck  off  the  lists. 

borne  of  the  Relieving  Officers  have  applied  the  workhouse  test  more  judiciously  and  with, 
more  effect  this  week ; the  consequence  is,  that  1,619  have  been  struck  off  the  lists.  Had  all 
these  officers  discharged  their  duties  properly,  and  as  directed,  this  number  would  have  been 
considerably  increased. 

We  still  retain  253  vacancies  in  the  workhouse,  which  I think  will  go  far  towards  testing 
the  entire  out-door  relief  list,  if  the  test  works  as  it  has  done  for  the  last  week. 

There  are  (as  might  be  expected)  a great  many  complaints  and  a good  deal  of  discontent 
amongst  those  persons  struck  off,  but  having  investigated  many  of  the  cases,  I think  there 
are  no  valid  grounds  for  them. 

The  general  employment  which  I observed  in  the  commencement  of  the  week  was,  I 
regret  to  say  checked  by  the  unfavourable  change  in  the  weather;  but  I trust  it  will  be 
resumed  on  Monday.  Many  extensive  employers  have  stated  to  me  their  intention  of  assist- 
ing us  to  reduce  the  out-door  relief  list,  by  giving  increased  employment  at  a fair  rate  of 
wages  paid  weekly  in  cash.  . 

- . “any  offers  have  been  made  of  employment  which  could  not  be  accepted  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  people,  viz.,  to  pay  off  old  debts  for  the  maintenance  of  the  indivi- 
dual employed,  or  with  a distant  and  precarious  prospect  of  remuneration. 

I regret  to  be  obliged  to  repeat  my  complaint  of  the  non-enforcement  of  the  Vagrant  Act. 
Our  streets  and  roads  are  worse  than  ever;  groups  of  half-naked  children  are  to  be  seen  till 

twelve 
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twelve  o’clock  at  night,  when  I am  under  the  necessity  of  sending  them  for  lodging  to  the 
workhouse,  from  which  they  demand  their  discharge  next  day,  and  resume  their  occupation 
I need  not  enumerate  the  many  and  serious  objections  to  this  course,  but  I have  only  the 
alternative  of  allowing  them  to  die  in  the  streets.  J 

Both  the  Vice-Guardians  and  I feel  strongly  that  the  management  of  this  Union  can 
never  do  us  any  credit  so  long  as  we  lack  the  power  of  remedying  this  disgraceful  state  of 
things. 

I have  used  the  only  means  in  my  power,  by  withdrawing  relief  from  the  parties  who  send 
out  their  children  in  the  maimer  1 have  mentioned ; but  it  is  very  difficult  to  trace,  these 
children  to  their  parents,  being  in  all  cases  taught  to  say  they  have  none. 

The  rationing  of  the  schools  goes  on  in  both  Unions  most  satisfactorily ; indeed,  each  week 
impresses  me  more  strongly  with  the  value  of  baked  bread  as  a form  of  out-door  relief, 
l'he  new  oven  at  Boyle  is  in  operation  and  fully  answers  our  expectations. 

The  expense  will  be  about  7 l.  16  s. 

The  Vice-Guardians  and  I are  very  anxious  to  hear  from  the  Commissioners  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  projected  bakery  in  the  workhouse  of  this  Union. 


Garrick-  ou-Shannon 
Union. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing  : — March  15,  1848. 

I am  to  inform  you  that  the  attention  of  the  Government  has  been  drawn  to  the  irregula- 
rity on  the  holding  of  the  petty  sessions,  and  ihe  non-enforcement  of  the  Vagrant  Act,  as- 
stated  m your  report.  n 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  state  more  particu- 
larly the  points  upon  which  you  wish  a communication  with  reference  to  the  proposed  bakery 
in  the  workhouse.  ' J 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  13,  1848. 

1.  We  now  afford  our  usual  weekly  statement  regarding  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


Rates. 

2.  The  following  abstract  exhibits  the  progress  of  the  collection  up  to  Friday  night  last : 


Collectors. 

, Collected 
last  Week. 

Lodged 
last  Week. 

Collected  since 
Commencement. 

Lodged  during 

Mr.  Scott  - 

Mr.  Fitzgerald 
Mr.  Shaw  - 

Mr.  M'Cullagh 

£. 

£.  5.  d. 
51  0 8 

36  5 7 

62  18  - 
24  13  0 

£.  s.  d. 
75-4 

98  - - 
15  5 6 

£.  s.  d. 
308  - - 
113  - - 
202  - - 
110  - - 

£.  s.  d. 
277  - - 
79  - - 
168  - - 
86  - - 

175  4 - 

| 188  5 10  j 

733  - - 

610  - - 

S f v Sl™  lodSad  04 1!  and  Mr-  Fitzgerald  so  L,  which  sums  do  not  come 
fcf  fl cuv  "fk  3 „Fl,'°m  tlle  “Potations  and  prospects  the  collectors  possess 

exceed  600?  ’ W°  m"cl>  disaK>°inted  if  lodgments  in  it  do  not 

snLT|lndCtVCd;ffic.  ™mP,lain  mi!d'  of  *0  tardiness  of  those  gentlemen  who  .owe  large 
for  Svnmlt1 , pl'°™n':g  * settlement  from  them.  The  days  mutually  arranged 

The1  ™ L IS?  armed  »>*««  producing  a satisfactory  result  to  tbi  collector. 

oeefi  clr™mBl™“3  of  many  of  the  persons  possessing  property  in  the  Union 
lZed  ™»  .ve.T  i “ cases  the  amount  cliim/d  for  holdings 

Self  tfV l’  (“a  stated)  mc<>rrect> is  tIle  alleged  or  real  cause.  After  the 

frnthJ  Il'i ?’  en’?  measu.;es  must  be  at  once  resorted  to  against  these  parties 
feUurao^ZfLe  ■ S“mS  ^ them-  a”d  *•  collectora  1»™  JL  so  instructed ; 
tfes  of  theirbonds  ‘ h™'8  °"  Fa'“  °f  proCMdl“Ss  agai"8t  themselves  to  enforce  the  penal- 


Fmances. 

inoon™<LSlOW  pr?greEB  of  *ho  c°Ueotion  1ms  reduced  our  funds  to  a state  occasioning  much 
/“  “Pfndltnro  approaching  400 l.  per  week  (which,  however,  will  soon  be 
^da?ed>’  h.“  a ,ea,iU1y  exhausting  effect;  your  prompt  attention  to  the 
nfV’nmmiac.  ' 1 ^ast  rePort>  ^at  you  should  procure  us  an  advance  of  500  1 worth 

,T  7n  1 ! P'0VIB10I1S.  however,  relieves  our  position.  The  rate  to  be  collected  this 

(170-Akp-)  3 A week 
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week  will,  we  are  pretty  confident,  meet  our  liabilities ; and  the  amount  of  the  loan  referred  to 
will,  we  trust,  equal  the  demands  upon  us,  until  the  further  collection  of  the  rates  places 
the  Union  beyond  the  reach  of  immediate  embarrassment.  We  shall  not  fail  in  making 
repayment  of  this  loan  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 

5.  On  other  grounds  it  is  most  desirable  we  should  be  able  to  avail  ourselves  at  all  times 
of  Commissariat  provisions.  The  commercial  position  of  this  locality  is  such  that  we  could 
not  depend  on  the  ordinary  channels  of  supply,  through  traders,  for  the  quantity  we  require, 
without  incurring  the  risk  of  imposition,  undue  prices,  or  entire  disappointment ; and  this 
week,  had  it  not  been  for  the  order  on  Commissariat,  we  should  have  been  most  disagreeably 
situated,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  only  merchant  we  could  look  to  in  the  place 
to  supply.  We  would,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  the  necessary  permis- 
sion should  be  extended  to  us,  by  which  we  may  be  enabled  to  procure  our  supplies,  by 
purchase,  from  Commissariat  stores,  and  that  a sufficient  supply  being  kept  on  all  occasions 
at  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  depot  might  be  ensured  ; and  would  beg  to  request  you  to  make 
an  application  on  this  behalf.  From  20  to  25  tons  per  week  will  probably  be  the  quantity 
we  shall  require  for  some  time. 


Workhouse. 

6.  It  is  with  extreme  regret  we  have  to  state  that  Mr.  Horan,  our  recently  appointed 
master,  has  been  seized  with  violent  fever.  His  activity  and  efficiency,  during  the  brief 
period  we  have  had  his  services,  elicited  our  entire  approbation,  and  conferred  the  greatest 
benefits  on  the  establishment.  Both  our  newly  employed  officers,  the  master  and  school- 
master, from  whom  we  anticipated  such  good  results,  of  which  we  had  the  earnest,  have 
thus  fallen  victims.  The  matron,  who  we  also  found  very  active,  has  been  suffering  from 
dysentery,  so  that  the  state  of  the  establishment  is,  to  our  pain  and  discouragement,  again 
retrograding.  We  have  recalled  our  late  assistant-master,  and  will  make  summarily  such 
arrangements,  and  employ  such  other  officers,  as  the  urgency  of  the  case  demands.  One 
satisfactory  circumstance  is,  that  the  health  of  the  inmates  is  improving — the  mortality 
last  week  being  reduced  to  15,  a number  beneath  average — and  fever  declining  consider- 
ably. A strange  continuance  of  misfortunes  seems  to  be  attached  to  our  officials,  and  will, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  deter  proper  persons  undertaking  the  duties.  It  is  certainly  no  slight 
pain  to  us,  that  just  at  the  period  when  the  establishment  was  merging  into  order,  the  transi- 
tion should  be  arrested,  and  new  difficulties  interposed.  We  shall,  however,  adopt  all  the 
measures  -in  our  power  to  meet  the  exigency. 

7.  We  are  proceeding  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  four  ovens  (as  already  notified) ; the 
hiring  of  a house  wherein  to  place  the  fever  patients,  at  present  in  the  miserable  sheds  ; and 
to  obtain  suitable  ground  for  a cemetery  for  deceased  workhouse  inmates,  removed  the  pre- 
scribed distance  from  the  building.  We  are  much  gratified  to  learn  that  the  necessary  funds 
can  be  obtained  through  you  for  the  erection  of  a permanent  fever  ward  in  connexion  with 
the  workhouse,  and  have  selected  a site  l'or  it,  and  will  proceed  to  advertise  for  contracts  ' 
when  the  plans  are  prepared. 

Out-door  Relief. 

8.  By  means  of  the  100  admissions  into  workhouse  made  the  last  ten  days,  1,(500  per- 
sons of  the  class  of  able-bodied  men  and  their  families  have  been  removed  from  the  relief 
lists.  We  have  instructed  the  Relieving  Officers  to  relieve  alone  by  an  order  to  the  work- 
house  those  able-bodied  men  still  remaining  on  lists  who  have  not  more  than  a wife  and 
two  children,  preparatory  to  the  issue  of  the  forthcoming  sealed  order,  withdrawin<>'  the 
power  of  relieving  out  of  doors  that  class.  The  labour  test  on  a simple,  economical0  and 
what  we  think  will  be  an  effective  plan,  is  bein^  applied  to  all  other  able-bodied  men.  With 
all  the  reductions  which  tests  will  accomplish,  still  the  amount  of  relief  required  in  this 
impoverished  and  famine-stricken  Union  will  be  enormous.  The  deepest  concern  must  be 
felt  that  no  tendency  is  apparent  on  the  part  of  the  farmers  to  give  employment.  Little  progress 
is  being  made  in  preparations  for  the  tillage  of  the  land,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  be  sanguine 
as  to  the  restoration  of  society  to  a healthy  basis.  The  farmers  look  on  with  seeming 
indifference,  with  their  land  untilled,  while  the  able-bodied  are  being  supported  in  unproduc- 
tiveness—the  cost  of  which  they  must  eventually  hear.  Numerous  fresh  applications  for 
relief  have  been  made  during  the  past  week,  many  of  whom  have  recently  surrendered  their 
land.  We  are  using  every  means  to  urge  the  Relieving  Officers  to  the  vigorous  and  dis- 
criminating discharge  of  their  duties ; any  failure  in  which  we  are  determined  to  visit  with  a 
severe  penalty. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  16,  1848. 

I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  will  communicate  with  the  Commissariat  depot 
relating  to  the  supply  of  provisions  for  the  use  of  destitute  poor  persons  in  the  Union.  > 
The  Commissioners  regret  to  perceive  by  your  Report  that  the  collection  of  the  rate  pro- 
ceeds so  unsatisfactorily,  and  that  the  prospect  of  employment  for  the  labourers  in  the 
Union  is  so  unfavourable.  The  Commissioners  can  only  recommend  you  to  see  that  every 
means  which  the  law  has  placed  at  your  disposal  shall  be  used  with  promptitude  and  energy 

for 
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for  the  making  and  collecting  sufficient  rates  for  the  relief  of  the  actually  destitute  poor  Camck-on-Shonnon 
persons  in  the  Union.  Union. 

As  regards  the  proceedings  which  it  is  necessary  to  take  against  immediate  lessors  who  

are  defaulters,  I am  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  Commissioners’  Circular  of  the  14th 
January  last ; and  1 am  to  observe,  that  it  is  requisite  that, you  should  yourselves  give  specific 
directions  to  the  collectors  in  each  case  in  which  proceedings  are  to  be  taken  by  notice  and 
summons  before  the  magistrates.  In  either  of  the  other  two  modes  of  enforcing  payment 
of  the  rates,  you,  and  not  the  collectors,  will  institute  the  proceedings.  In  every  case  in 
which  the  rates  are  not  paid,  proceedings  should  be  immediately  commenced  and  vigorously 
prosecuted. 


Captain  Wynne  1o  the  Commissioners: — March  18,  1848. 

The  health  and  appearance  of  the  inmates  who  have  been  some  time  in  the  house  are 
undoubtedly  much  improved  ; but  we  are  constantly  obliged  to  admit  poor  persons  who, 
although  for  some  time  recipients  of  out-door  relief,  from  various  circumstances,  such  as 
sleeping  in  the  open  air,  and  eating  badly  or  uncooked  food,  in  consequence  of  their  inability 
to  procure  lodgings,  are  a mass  of  undefinable  diseases,-  and  from  my  own  experience,  I 
feel  convinced  that  it  is  constant  contact  with  those  deplorable  cases  that  proves  ratal  to  the 
health  and  services  of  every  officer  we  place  in  the  house.  Our  probationary  wards  are  often 
intolerable,  notwithstanding  the  adoption  of  every  precaution  within  our  reach,  ventilation, 
fumigation,  See. 

We  have  at  present  persons  employed  to  discharge  the  several  duties  of  the  house,  but 
I greatly  fear  we  may  find  some  difficulty  in  procuring  future  services,  unless  things 
improve. 

I have  turned  my  attention  for  the  last  week  to  the  state  of  employment  in  the  Union, 
feeling  as  I do  the  vast  importance  of  the  subject  as  regards  our  future  operations. 

I have  visited  many  of  the  labour  depots,  and  in  all  cases  found  the  men  working  cheer- 
fully and,  with  few  exceptions,  fairly. 

I also  received  many  complaints  from  employers  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  labourers, 
in  consequence  of  the  encouragement  they  received  under  our  system  of  out-door  relief. 

On  making  inquiry,  I found  that  the  wages  offered,  taking  into  account  the  prospect  of 
punctual  payment,  were  not  such  as  could  be  accepted. 

I also  found,  on  inquiry,  that  the  labourers  at  present  employed  in  the  district  were  not 
receiving  in  any  case  more  than  (i  d.  per  day,  while  many  were  working  for  their  “ bit”  (as 
they  termed  it). 

It  was  stated  to  me  by  those  labourers  that  they  would  take  service  with  any  employer 
at  G d.  per  day,  if  punctually  paid  weekly  ; and,  indeed,  there  appears  no  reason  to  doubt 
this  statement,  from  the  fact  that  they  are  at  present  working  at  the  rate  of  4g  d.  per  day, 
paid  in  meal,  and  giving  (at  a fair  valuation)  10  d.  worth  of  labour. 

This  will  appear  from  the  following  calculation : — 

Take  five  as  the  average  family,  according  to  our  out-door  scale  of  x-ations  they  will 
receive  4 lbs.  of  meal  daily,  or  2 stone  4 lbs.  weekly,  Being,  at  the  present  prices  of  meal, 
2s.  4 d.  per  week,  or  4~d.  per  day  (if  there  be  but  one  able-bodied  in  the  family) ; if  two, 
2Jd.  per  day. 

Now,  I think,  when  a preference  is  given  to  terms  so  unprofitable  and  so  undesirable,  it 
must  be  obvious  that  employment  is  at  present  on  an  unsound  footing,  and  that  before  any 
permanent  improvement  can  take  place  in  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes,  and  the 
present  pressure  on  the  Poor  Law  can  be  effectually  removed,  an  adjustment  of  this  im- 
portant question  must  take  place  on  sound  principles. 

We  are  reducing  our  out-door  relief  list  rapidly  and  extensively,  by  means  of  the  work- 
house  test ; but  if  employment  be  not  given  as  rapidly  and  extensively,  we  shall  have  the 
parties  very  soon  applying  again,  and  in  such  a state  as  will  render  them  proof  against  all 
tests. 

At  present  the  employers  see  that  the  system  of  money  wages  is  inevitable,  yet  hesitate 
to  commit  themselves  to  any  standard  of  wages  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  see  perma- 
nently adopted  ; while,  on  the  other  hand,  want  of  confidence  in  the  punctuality  of  weekly 
payments  militates  against  the  acceptance,  on  the  part  of  the  labourers,  of  terms  which 
(although  quite  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  far  below  what  it  would  be 
desirable  to  see  established  as  a permanent  settlement  of  the  question)  would  be  consider- 
ably more  remunerative  than  those  which  they  now  appear  so  anxious  to  obtain,  viz.  4f  d. 
worth  of  meal  per  day. 

Thus  stands  at  this  moment  employment,  suspended  between  both  parties,  at  a time  when 
there  is  an  ample  field  for  the  labour  of  the  entire  able-bodied  population  for  two  months 
to  come,  in  the  preparation  for  and  sowing  of  the  spring  crops  ; the  digging  of  stubble  and 
second  digging  iallow  would  in  itself  achieve  this  object,  and  repay  in  harvest  next  fourfold 
the  amount  expended.  These  operations  are  performed  in  this  country  by  spade,  and  not 
ploughs,  as  elsewhere. 

(170.  App.)  3 a 2 I am 
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I am  of  opinion  that,  in  this  juncture  of  affairs,  the  labour  test,  if  judiciously  managed* 
may  be  made  the  instrument  by  which  much  permanent  good  to  the  country  may  be 
effected,  by  forcing  both  parties  to  an  arrangement  of  this  all-important  question  on  sound 
principles. 

On  the  one  hand,  it  must  clearly  show  the  employers  “ that  our  relief  lists  are  in  their 
hands,  and  that  they  alone  possess  the  power  of  reducing  them,  and  with  them  their  own 
taxation  “ that  the  able-bodied  are  in  absolute  and . undoubted  destitution,  from  the  fact 
of  their  accepting  of  4 %d.  worth  of  meal  for  a fair  day’s  work;”  and  that  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  terms  heretofore  offered  to  them  by  the  employers  is  absolutely  necessary,  from 
the  fact  of  4jcZ.  worth  of  food  being  preferred  to  those  terms. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  will  always  be  in  our  power  to  force  acceptance  of  such  terms  as 
may  appear  reasonable,  and  likely  to  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a better  adjustment  of 
this  question. 

The  collection  has  proceeded  more  prosperously  the  last  week.  Extremely  active  measures 
have  been  adopted  by  our  collectors ; driving  has  been  resorted  to  in  most  cases  of  refusal, 
wherever  distress  could  be  found,  and  a number  of  magistrate’s  decrees  obtained. 

On  Thursday  I attended  the  petty  sessions  of  Drumshambo,  where  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
(collector)  had  issued  40  summonses.  We  obtained  a decree  in  each  case,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two,  in  which  the  parties  pleaded  having  paid  their  rates  to  the  late  collector,  without 
having  taken  a receipt;  these  cases  were  postponed  to  next  sessions  day. 

The  magistrates,  Mr.  Lindsey  Burchell  and  Mr.  Kelly,  r.m.,  gave  us  every  facility  and 
assistance.  Many  of  the  parties  paid  in  the  court. 

I trust  the  zeal  and  activity  of  our  collectors  will  show  the  rate-payers  the  difficulty  of 
resisting  payment  of  their  rates,  where  they  possess  the  means  of  paying.  Some  most 
salutary  examples  have  been  made  during  the  past  week. 

The  amount  collected  this  week  I calculate  at  450  /.,  but  Mr.  Scott  has  not  as  yet  sent  me 
the  Return  which  I require  from  each  collector  on  Saturday. 

We  have  at  present  in  the  house  831 ; 115  of  whom  have  been  admitted  during  the  week. 

We  have  153  in  hospital,  with  13  deaths  during  the  week,  showing  a small  decrease  in 
hospital,  and  a very  large  one  in  mortality.  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  improvement 
in  tlie  general  sanitary  state  of  the  house.  Fever  has  decreased,  as  has  also  dysentery  ; but 
the  latter  has  assumed  a more  malignant  type.  The  officers  are  now  the  chief  sufferers. 

1,933  have  been  struck  off  the  out-door  relief  list  this  week.  There  still  are  12,716  on. 
The  workhouse  test  has  been  applied  more  judiciously  by  the  Relieving  Officers  than 
heretofore. 

The  rationing  of  the  schools  in  both  Unions  is  going  on  very  satisfactorily.  In  Boyle 
some  inconvenience  has  been  experienced  in  consequence  of  the  master,  Mr.  fireaky,  being 
laid  up  in  fever ; some  sacks  were  burned,  and  some  bread  stolen. 

The  new  oven  in  the  workhouse  is  working  exceedingly  well,  and  clearly  demonstrating 
the  advantages  of  a small  over  a large  oven,  when  worked  with  turf  fuel  and  pauper 
labour. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  22,  1848. 

1.  With  reference  to  the  past  week,  we  beg  to  report  as  follows 

Rates. 

2.  The  rate-collectors  have  lodged  during  the  week  less  than  we  expected . Mr.  M'Cullogh, 
we  regret,  is  making  but  slow  progress.  The  other  collectors,  we  are  convinced,  are  using 
exertions  to  the  full  limits  of  their  powers.  We  at  once  proceed  to  institute  the  necessary 
proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  sums  due  by  immediate  lessors,  and  those  owing  sums 
exceeding  in  amount  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  courts.  We  trust  the  abstracts  of  the 
collectors  accounts,  which  will  be  provided  you  at  the  close  of  the  week,  will  present  an 
improved  aspect. 


Workhouse. 

3.  The  imperfect  staff  of  officers  renders  the  management  of  the  workhouse  a source  of 
considerable  anxiety.  The  business  of  the  establishment  is,  however,  proceedino-  with  as 
little  disorder  as  could  be  expected.  We  await  the  result  of  Mr.  Horan’s  illness  before 
taking  any  step  towards  providing  another  master.  The  temporary  wardsmaster  we  have 
employed  is,  by  his  activity,  materially  assisting  in  the  due  employment  of  the  paupers  ; and 
the  house,  as  regards  the  health  of  the  inmates  and  general  cleanliness,  is  perhaps  not  losiii"' 
ground.  ° 


Out-door  Relief. 

4.  The  application  of  the  workhouse  test  has  reduced  considerably  the  numbers  of  able- 
bodied  men  hitherto  receiving  out-door  relief.  All  of  that  class  now  on  the  lists  have  large 
families,  and  from  them  the  required  portion  of  labour  is  rigidly  exacted,  of  which  we  are 

convinced 
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convinced  by  personal  inspection.  We  have  no  doubt  that  did  employment  exist  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union  to  any  extent,  our  lists  should  not  contain  a single  able-bodied  man ; but  at  present  Union, 
their  only  resource  from  starvation  is  the  relief  we  extend  to  them  ; and  its  paucity,  compared 
to  the  work  they  perform,  is,  we  conceive,  unerring  evidence  of  their  destitution,  and  the 
total  absence  of  any  means  of  independent  exertion. 

5.  The  facilities  which  are  now  afforded  us  for  the  purchase  of  Commissariat  provisions, 
will  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  interests  of  the  Union,  and  will  prevent  disappointments 
in  providing  the  Relieving  Officers  with  the  necessary  supplies. 

G.  The  general  question  of  the  financial  position  of  the  Union,  we  hope  we  shall  soon  be 
enabled  to  submit  for  your  consideration,  when  the  return  in  reference  thereto,  which  you 
have  called  for,  shall  be  furnished  : this,  with  other  returns,  and  the  half-yearly  accounts,  our 
clerks  arc  busily  employed  in  preparing.  From  the  extreme  confusion  which  existed  in 
every  department  connected  with  the  accounts,  the  preparation  of  returns,  and  the  bringing 
up  of  the  books,  is  a task  of  no  ordinary  difficulty.  Indeed,  the  amount  of  labour  thrown 
upon  the  clerks  as  well  as  ourselves,  is  of  the  most  weighty  and  harassing  description.  ■ , 


A dditioual  Accommodation. 

7.  The  erection  of  the  temporary  hospital  is  receiving  our  attention ; and  we  hope  soon 
-that  our  arrangements  will  be  completed  for  the  occupation  by  the  female  children  of  the 
house,  to  contain  100  inmates,  about  which  we  are  in  treaty. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  25,  1848. 

Considerable  exertions  have  been  made  by  the  temporary  officers  for  the  past  week, 
which,  with  the  judicious  measures  adopted  and  carried  out  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  have -in 
a great  measure  re-established  order,  discipline,  cleanliness  and  general  improvement. 

The  health  and  appearance  of  the  inmates  are  much  improved,  particularly  of  the  children, 
who  show  the  effects  of  improved  dietary  and  care.  Employment  is  general  throughout 
mil  classes,  and  much  useful  work  heretofore  never  attempted  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  Work- 
house  has  been  performed. 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  house  is  certainly  improving,  although  the  cases  which  have 
recently  occurred  of  fever  and  dysentery  are  of  a very  malignant  type. 

The  number  in  the  house  is  - - - - - - 870 

The  number  in  hospital  - - - - - -162 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  week  18 

I have  brought  the  state  of  the  probationary  wards,  and  the  circumstances  which  induce 
that  state,  &c.,  under  the  notice  of  the  Vice-Guardians. 

It  appears  to  be  a state  of  things  inseparable  from  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
■Union,  viz.,  the  vast  numbers  of  houseless  wanderers,  the  insecurity  afforded  them  in  the 
vocation  of  begging,  although  receiving  relief,  and  the  necessity  of  constantly  being  obliged 
to  afford  them  shelter  in  the  probationary  wards,  or  allow  them  to  perish  in  the  streets.  We, 
however,  adopt  every  possible  means  of  diminishing  this  evil  by  fumigation  and  ventilation, 
removing  all  persons  into  the  body  of  the  house  (who  do  not  demand  their  discharge  after 
their  night’s  lodging)  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

I have  visited  during  the  week  many  of  the  labour  depots,  and  have  found  the  men  per- 
forming their  task  of  work  cheerfully  and  well,  and  in  all  cases  evincing  great  anxiety  to 
be  continued  at  work. 

Very  many  of  these  men  have  been  struck  off  during  the  week,  by  the  application  of  the 
workhouse  test,  by  which  I think  the  entire  of  the  able-bodied  will  be  struck  off,  and  per  • 
manently,  if  employment  be  given,  but  not  otherwise. 

The  number  struck  off  this  week  G07,  leaving  on  tlie  out-door  relief  lists,  at  present,  11,857. 

Employment  has  increased  during  the  week,  but  by  no  means  to  the  extent  necessary,  and, 
in  some  instances,  I have  found  that  an  improved  rate  of  wages  has  been  given. 

The  Shannon  Commission  is  about  to  resume  operations,  and  some  works  under  the  Land 
Improvement  Act  are  about  to  commence;  but  I fear  little  will  be  done  this  year  under  that 
Act  in  this  Union. 

The  collectors  have  used  all  possible  exertions  during  the  week  to  accomplish  the  collection 
of  the  rates.  I have  attended  (where  time  would  permit)  at  the  petty  sessions,  and  in  every 
•case  a decree  has  been  obtained. 

The  magistrates  have  given  every  facility  and  assistance  on  these  occasions. 

£.428.  3 s.  lOri.  have  been  collected  during  the  week,  and  in  most  cases  the  collectors 
have  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  compulsory  measures,  more  especially  with  the  better 
orders. 

I send  the  return  of  all  defaulters  whose  liabilities  amount  to  4 1.  and  upwards,  as  called 
for  by  the  Commissioners.  1 have  only  just  received  it  from  the  collectors,  who  plead 
their  close  application  to  their  ordinary  duties  as  the  reason  why  it  was  not  furnished  sooner. 

The  return  contains  but  few  names,  as  the  bulk  of  the  rate  is  composed  of  liabilities 
varying  from  9 s.  to  2/.  10  s. 

(170.  App.)  * 3 A 3 The 
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The  Relieving  Officers  are,  generally  speaking,  improving  in  the  execution  of  their  duties. 
I have  investigated  many  complaints  against  them  during  the  week,  and  have  not  found  any 
valid  cause  to  exist;  perhaps,  in  some  few  cases,  the  quarter-acre  clause  lias  been  used  with 
too  much  vigour,  from  their  inability  to  exercise  the  discretionary  power  which  wc  have  given 
them.  1 fear  we  shall  be  obliged  to  dismiss  two  of  them  for  want  of  capacity. 

The  Vice-Guardians  and  1 have  inspected  the  grounds  adjoining  the  workhouse,  with  a 
view  to  selecting  the  best  site  for  the  erection  of  the  proposed  fever  hospital. 

The  site  on  the  western  side  of  the  workhouse  grounds  would  be  preferable  to  that  on  the 
eastern,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  tenure  by  which  it  is  held,  it  is  not  available. 

The  site  on  the  eastern  side  appears  to  me  unobjectionable,  and  may  be  had  on  fair 
terms,  as  it  is  held  by  a yearly  tenant,  who  agrees  to  receive  for  his  interest  the  award  of 
arbitration.  The  landlord  also  agrees  to  take  the  same  terms  as  those  on  which  the  work- 
house  grounds  are  held. 

There  does  not  appear,  therefore,  any  cause  for  delay. 

I have  received  the  plan  and  specification  of  the  ovens  about  to  be  erected  in  the  work- 
house,  and  shall  proceed  with  the  work  at  once. 

From  practical  experience,  I have  no  doubt  of  the  advantages  of  two  small  ovens  over 
one  large,  for  workhouse  purposes,  where  pauper  and  unskilled  labour  is  used,  and  par- 
ticularly where  the  fuel  is  turf.  With  skilled  labour,  coal  fuel,  and  the  increased  exertion 
of  tradesmen  working  for  wages,  the  case  would  be  different.  One  of  the  6 feet  0 inches 
by  6 feet  ovens  will  bake  sufficient  bread  for  the  consumption  of  the  house ; will  require  less 
time  and  less  fuel  to  heat  it,  and  less  skill  and  exertion  to  charge  and  draw  it. 

I also  find  that  at  the  Eoyle  Workhouse  it  bakes  as  much  as  the  large  oven. 


Reply  to  the  foregoing: — March  29,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  having  had  before  them  your  Report  of  the  25th  instant,  in  which  vou 
refer  to  the  practice  of  permitting  destitute  persons  to  remain  in  the  probationary  wards  of 
Carrick-on-bhannon  Union  Workhouse,  as  shelter  for  the  night,  without  being  intended 
tor  admission  into  the  house,— and  also  to  a rigorous  application  of  the  clause  in  the  Relief 
Extension  Act  which  prohibits  relief  to  persons  occupying  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre 
ot  land,— the  Commissioners  request  that  you  will  draw  the  attention  of  the  Vice-Guardians 
to  the  necessity  of  applying  a remedy  in  each  case. 

The  Commissioners  are  aware  of  the.  difficulty  created  in  this  Union  by  depriving  many 
families  of  then  cabins,  and  the  only  remedy  in  this  case  appears  to  be,  an  extension  of 
workhouse  accommodation  by  sheds  or  auxiliary  houses.  The  practice  of  admitting  per- 
sons for  night  shelter  to  the  probationary  ward,  must  be  productive  of  many  evils,  and  tend 
directly  to  encourage  mendicancy.  J 

The  Commissioners  recommend  a rigid  enforcement  of  the  Vice-Guardians’  power,  in 
checking  corrupt  practices  of  Relieving  Officers,  wherever  it  shall  appear  that  they  have 

S/^1Velt0  P!'°Ttlon, of  any  obiiec1t  affectil>g  the  administration  of  relief,  which 
shall  not  have  been  in  strict  conformity  with  their  defined  duties. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  1,  1848. 
workhouse  (notwithstanding  the  illness  of  our  master,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring 

rapid‘y  "“der  the  in^f“iS“bU  “S 

Every  individual  of  every  class  who  is  able  to  do  anything  is  employed. 

Meals  are  prepared  and  given  at  regular  hours,  of.  well-cooked  food,  and  in  proper 
quantities ; cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  fumigation  are  strictly  attended  to,  and  the  effects 

m^rfaidv™  hieh'f  *5?  ‘“P™™5,  he*lt1'  al>d  appearance  of  tile  inmates  and  the  decreased 
morta  lly,  which  for  the  pas  week  only  amounts  to  12,  most  of  whom  were  recent  admis- 
sions  labouring  under  chronic  dysentery. 

We  have  admitted  during  the  week  46,  and  discharged  23,  and  have  at  present  in  the 
house  883,  which  leaves  the  workhouse  lest  still  available  p 

hndLd  )Te  *hls  Wfk  1 ™ our  out-door  relief  list,  notwithstanding  that  230  able- 
bodied  have  been  stiuck  off  by  the  application  of  the  workhouse  test ; but  many  applicants 

clung  toil:  this  accounts  for  tile  increased 

deStH,  1 f°“d  46 

The  ensuing  week  .will  dispose  altogether  of  this  class,  when  we  shall  apply  the  work- 
house test  to  such  class  or  classes  as  the  circumstances  of  the  Union  shaftf  from  time  to 
time,  render  it  advisable  to  strike  off  the  lists.  ’ 0 

We  contemplate  commencing  with  able-bodied  women,  single,  or  widows  with  not  more 

SXSTof 1 'JZZ&T  be  empl°yed 

We 


Printed  image'digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS  OF  CARRICK-ON-SHANNON  UNION. 


375 


We  also  propose  to  commence  immediately  our  issue  of  out-door  relief  in  bread  (rye  and  c ■ k_  ai 
barley  meal),  and,  pending  the  erection  of  the  ovens  in  the  workhouse,  to  bake  by  contract  ^ Union.™  * 

in  those  parts  of  the  Union  where  bakers  can  be  had.  I hope  to  be  able  to  report  the  most  ' 

favourable  results  from  this  experiment. 

In  some  parts  of  the  Union  a decided  increase  in  employment  has  taken  place  within  the 
last  week,  and  particularly  in  those  where  the  Relieving  Officers  carried  out  their  orders  with 
zeal  and  ability,  and  have  thereby  clearly  demonstrated  that  the  rate-payers  and  employers 
must  either  support  the  able-bodied  unprofitably  to  themselves,  or  give  extended  employment 
with  fair  and  adequate  wages  and  weekly  payments,  or  else,  in  the  event  of  their  inability 
or  unwillingness  to  adopt  the  latter  alternative,  that  they  must  give  up  their  position  to 
others  of  more  industrious  habits  and  in  better  circumstances ; as  also,  that  the  sooner 
they  take  this  step  the  better  for  themselves  and  for  the  community. 

In  Elphin  Electoral  Division,  where  we  have  our  best  Relieving  Officer  (Mr.  Mills),  very 
considerable  employment  is  being  given ; indeed,  a large  portion  of  the  able-bodied  are 
employed  in  spade  labour. 

I observed  in  a field  of  about  ten  acres  120  men  engaged  in  spade  tillage,  their  wages 
varied  from  8 d.  to  10  d.  The  employer  is  Mr.  Loyd,  of  Croghan.  A few  such  would  soon 
lighten  our  labours. 

The  amount  of  the  past  week’s  collection  is  not  as  large  as  I expected  ; 357  l.  10  s.  has 
been  collected,  and  302  l.  12  s.  lOeZ.  lodged  with  treasurer,  a very  small  portion  of  which 
has  been  collected  without  the  adoption  of  extreme  measures  on  the  part  of  the  collectors, 
and  the  incurring  of  legal  expenses  on  the  part  of  the  rate-payers.  I trust  the  latter  will 
see  the  folly  of  continuing  this  system  of  passive  resistance. 

I have  called  the  attention  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  the  necessity  that  exists  for  taking 
immediate  steps,  with  a view  to  obtaining , a better  description  of  men  to  discharge  the 
important  duties  of  Relieving  Officers,  as  our  establishment  must  be  imperfect  while  some 
of  the  present  men  remain  in1  office. 

We  are  taking  active  steps  towards. the  erection  of  a temporary  fever  shed,  as  also  for  that 
of  the  workhouse  ovens,  which  we  hope  to  have  in  operation  in  three  weeks. 

The  rationing  of  the  schools  in  both  Unions  is  going  on  extremely  satisfactorily,  as  is  also 
the  baking  in  the  Boyle  Workhouse,  where  the  small  oven  is  baking  a larger  quantity  than  the 
large,  or  two  batches  for  one. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — April  22,  1848. 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  the  Commissioners  the  following  particulars  in  reference 
to  the  condition  and  management  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

I am  enabled  to  report  uninterrupted  progress  of  improvement  in  every  department  of  the 
workhouse;  the  inmates  looking  extremely  well ; the  clothing  good  and  clean,  bedding  good, 
clean,  and  abundant ; the  dormitories  neat,  clean,  and  well  ventilated ; and  what  is  of 
paramount  importance,  all  classes,  able  to  work,  fully  and  usefully  employed. 

The  house  contains  at  present  939,  so  that  we  have  nearly  lost  the  workhouse  test. 

e propose  to  draft  100  of  the  female  school  children  to  the  new  school  in  the  town  on 
Monday,  which  will  give  us  considerable  additional  accommodation  in  the  house  for  adults, 
and  enable  us  to  work  on  till  we  can  obtain  auxiliary  workhouse  accommodation,  which  will 
become  indispensable,  and  which,  I trust,  we  may  now  entertain  a reasonable  hope  of  being 
able  to  obtain. 

The  mortality  has  increased  for  the  last  week,  the  number  of  deaths  being  23  ; however, 
10  were  recent  admissions,  who  entered  the  house  in  a dying  state  a few  days,  and  some  a 
few  hours,  before  their  death ; there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  improved  sanitary  state  of 
the  inmates  of  the  house. 

I regret  to  say  that  in  many  parts  of  the  Union  the  reverse  is  the  case,  and  that  where 
employment  has  not  yet  been  in  some  degree  commensurate  with  the  reduction  which 
we  have  lately  effected  by  means  of  the  workhouse  test,  the  parties  struck  off  have  fallen 
considerably  into  destitution,  and  very  many  into  fever.  I may  instance  Drumshambo, 
Kilglass,  and  Coothall,  where  very  little  employment  is  as  yet  afforded,  and  where  fever 
and  dysentery  have  greatly  increased,  with  destitution. 

I anticipate,  as  I have  already  staled  in  my  Report  of  the  4th  of  March  last,  that  many 
of  the  parties  struck  oft’ at  that  time  by  the  workhouse  will  immediately  become  applicants 
again,  and  1 fear  in  such  a state  as  will  render  them  proof  against  any  test  that  may  be 
applied. 

Employment  cannot  be  had  as  yet  by  one-third  of  the  able-bodied,  and  clieap'as  food 
may  be  considered  to  be,  there  is  no  other  way  by  which  the  remaining  two-thirds  can 
procure  it  but  the  Poor  Law. 

There  is  a good  deal  of  tillage  going  forward  ; but  the  labour  is  performed  for  the  most 
part  by  holders  of  the  land,  and  perhaps  a few  labourers  working  for  their  bit ; there  is 
scarcely  to  be  met  with  an  instance  of  employment  on  sound  principles,  such  as  would  lead 
to  the  indulgence  of  any  reasonable  hope  of  a termination  to  the  present  lamentable  condi- 
tion of  the  people,  both  physical  and  moral. 

Nothing  can  be  more  singularly  melancholy  than  to  see  hordes  of  able-bodied  of  both 
sexes  lounging  about  unemployed,  and  now  no  longer  seeking  employment,  but  devoting 
their  entire  energies  and  ingenuity  to  the  practice  of  every  species  of  device,  subterfuge 
(170.  App.)  3 a 4 and 
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and  fraud,  in  order  to  procure  the  largest  possible  amount  of  relief,  as  their  only  means  of 
subsistence,  having  almost  entirely  abandoned  the  hope  of  procuring  employment. 

This  picture  is  rendered  still  more  melancholy  when  you  see  at  the  same  time  two-thirds  of' 
the  district  comparatively  waste  and  unproductive. 

In  the  Electoral  Division  of  Elphin,  and  a few  other  localities,  a large  amount  of  employ- 
ment is  being  given,  and  the  parties  struck  off  within  the  last  five  weeks  arc  for  the  most 
part  at  work,  and  in  some  instances  at.  tolerably  fair  wages. 

As,  therefore,  for  the  reasons  which  l stated  in  my  report  of  the  4th  of  March,  and  which 
I have  now  adverted  to,  we  may  expect  a heavy  pressure  on  the  workhouse,  wc  have  turned 
our  attention  again  to  the  Jamestown  Mill,  as  .the  only  building,  in  the  Union  suited  to 
our  purposes  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse,  and  which  I think  we  shall  now  be  able  to 
convert  to  those  purposes,  without  diverting  it  from  its  original  design  and  intention,  which 
appeared  to  be  the  only  condition  on  which  we  could  obtain  it  from  the  Shannon  Commis- 
sioners. 


I have  had  a plan  aud  specification  prepared,  showing  the  contemplated  alterations, 
which  I propose  to  take  up  to  the  town  on  Sunday  night,  in  order  that  I may  make  any 
further  explanations  the  Commissioners  may  require;  and  at  once  close  with  them  if 
possible. 

Dispatch  is  of  the  greatest  importance  ; we  feel  the  pressure  for  the  last  few  duys,  and 
expect  it  to  increase  rapidly ; already  have  the  Guardians  been  obliged  to  send  some  able- 
bodied  to  stone-breaking,  to  avoid  filling  the  house  and  losing  the  test. 

The  mill  will  only  require  repairs  of  floors,  roof,  and  doors,  with  some  new  ones  broken 
out,  which  will  not  alter  the  design  of  the  house ; it  will  also  require  glazing. 

We  estimate  the  expense  at  100 /.,  and  think  it  will  accommodate  250,  reserving  the 
necessary  storeage-room  for  the  Commissioners. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  by  this  arrangement,  and  that  which  we  have  just  perfected,  and 
which  we  hope  in  a few  days  to  see  in  full  operation,  viz.,  bread  rations  for  the  entire  Union, 
we  shall  effect  a saving  of  ]50 /.  weekly,  and  a material  improvement  in  the  general  health 
of  the  pauper  population,  as  many  instances  have  come  under  my  notice  where  health  has. 
suffered  irreparable  injury  by  exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  eatum-  un- 
cooked or  badly-cooked  Indian  meal. 

The  out-door  relief  list  has  increased  a little  the  last  week;  many  husbands  have 
deserted  their  wives  and  families,  some  to  England,  others  to  Leinster;  some  have 
remained  in  the  country,  and  a few  of  the  latter  we  have  committed  to  gaol  on  the 
informations  of  the  wives;  but  the  same  difficulty,  viz.,  “ the  crowded  state  of  the  gaols 
and  the  heavy  expense  of  a prisoner,”  will  be  found  to  exist  in  the  carrying  out  of  this 
provision  of  the  1 & 2 Viet.,  c.  5G,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Vagrant  Act.  . ° 

The  week’s  collection  amounts  to  387/. 

. T,1IS  wwk,  like  last,  considerable  difficulties  have  been  experienced  by  the  collectors,  and 
in  some  instances  opposition  of  a very  serious  nature  was  shown  ; however,  by  determina- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  collector  (Mr.  Scott),  and  extremely  prompt  assistance  on  the  part 
ot  the  police,  the  collector  carried  his  point  in  every  case,  and  succeeded  in  lodging  this 
week  210/.  . ° 3 

I have  used  my  best  endeavours  to  organize  the  Committee  necessary  to  enable  the  small 
and  needy  farmers  of  this  Union  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  obtaining  seed 
held  out  to  them  by  the  Central  Committee.  I fear,  however,  that  no  such  Committee 
can  be  formed;  nobody  appears  inclined  to  stir  in  the  matter,  and  I think  that  this  valuable 
opportunity  will  be  lost  to  this  Union.  This  is  more  to  be  regretted,  as  there  is  the  greatest 
anxiety  to  plant  potatoes  wherever  seed  can  be  obtained.  Household  furniture,  stock  of 
every  description,  and  every  marketable  commodity,  is  being  sold  to  enable  the  sellers  to 
bn,  a few  stone  of  potatoes,  which  are,  strange  to  say,  40  per  cent,  dearer  in  this  market 
than  they  are  at  Kallahadereen,  20  miles  distant. 

Unless  some  means  of  affording  a facility  for  the  purchase  of  seed  for  those  fanners  who 
still  possess  some  means,  and  lor  a loan  to  those  who  possess  none,  be  adopted,  I fear 
bMlCT  P ™ bE  “ Very  Sh°rt  °”>  as  a,so  lhe  oat  ! tlle  country  is  not  suited  to 


dere(rrP,ffed,t^*1!iaSeneral““ti"?‘>f‘1-a  Union  10  take  tHs  ‘object  intocousi- 
1 vf  T?  U,S  S°“rSe’  aS  Sad>  “ meetlnS  in  t,le  Present  «mes  would  bo  likely 

to  take  a political  turn  ; aud  recommended  calling  together  those  gentlemen  only  who 

to™  taken1!”  l°  beC°me  memberS  °fthe  retluired  Committee,  as  tlfe  first  step  necessary 
This  course  was  adopted,  with  what  success  remains  to  be  proved. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners : — May  4,  1846. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26tli  ultimo  enclosimr 
a copy  of  a communication  from  the  Under  Secretary's  Office,  relative  to  the  Lease  of  ? 

m wdktof  “ .o  i*vdM 

In  reply,  I have  to  state  that,  after  the  most  careful  investigation  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  the  examination  of  such  witnesses  as  were  likely  to  throw  any  Iioht  on  the 
subject,  I am  unable  to  discover  any  valid  grounds  for  the  verdict.  ' ° “ 

1 am 
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I am  of  opinion  that  the  inquest  was  called  for  with  a view  to  obtaining  a coffin ; indeed, 
the  foreman  of  the  jury  (Mr.  Maxwell)  stated  that  circumstances  came  to  their  knowledge* 
after  they  had  returned  their  verdict,  which  left  no  doubt  on  their  minds  that  such  was  the 
motive  in  calling  for  the  inquest. 

Deceased  received  relief  (out-door)  up  to  29th  of  March,  when,  being  able-bodied,  and 
there  being  room  in  the  workhouse,  he  was  offered  admission,  and,  having  refused  it  was 
struck  off. 

Relief  was  continued  to  deceased’s  mother  and  two  children  under  sixteeu,  who  stilt 
receive  it. 

From  the  period  of  deceased  being  struck  off  till  that  of  his  death,  he  occasionally  pro- 
cured employment  for  his  bit  (never  receiving  wages). 

When  no  employment  could  be  procured,  even  on  these  terms,  deceased  shared  with  his 
mother  and  brothers  their  weekly  allowance  of  one  stone  and  a half  of  Indian  meal. 

On  the  day  previous  to  his  death,  deceased’  eat  as  good  a dinner  as  at  any  time  during 
the  distress,  but  would  have  eaten  more  if  he  got  it;  he  went  to  bed  perfectly  welf, 
called  to  his  brother  in  the  night  for  a drink  of  water,  became  cold  immediately  after 
he  had  taken  it,  and  was  dead  before  his  mother,  who  was  called  at  once,  could  light 
a candle. 

Deceased’s  mother  (whom  I examined  on  oath)  was  unable  to  assign  any  reason  or  cause 
of  death,  but  fully  corroborated  the  facts  stated  above,  of  the  truth  of  which  1 have  not  the 
slightest  doubt. 

Deceased  never  at  any  time  laboured  under  general  debility,  as  staled  in  verdict,  but  was 
a strong  healthy  young  man  of  23  years. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Redington  : — May  8,  1848. 

With  reference  to  the  communication  referred  to  them  on  the  19th  ultimo,  relating  to  the 
death  of  a poor  man  named  Patt  Crosbie,  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  I am  directed 
by  the  Commissioners  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  a copy  of  a R-eport,  which  they  have  received  from  Captain  Wynne,  temporary 
Poor  Law ‘Inspector,  on  the  subject. 

It  appears  from  Captain  Wynne’s  Report  that  the  deceased  never  at  any  time  laboured 
under  general  debility,  as  stated  in  the  verdict,  and  that  the  inquest  was  called  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a coffin. 

No  sufficient  grounds  appear  to  have  existed  for  the  verdict. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — May  6,  1848. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  the  following- 
particulars  in  reference  to  the  condition  and  management  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union 
for  the  past  week. 

The  workhouse  continues  to  improve  in  all  respects;  the  inmates  are  healthy  and  in  good 
spirits,  well  fed,  and  well  clothed;  the  dietary  appears  to  agree  with  all  classes, and  particu- 
larly with  the  children,  who  are  completely  metamorphosed. 

Every  part  of  the  house  is  in  a highly  creditable  state,  as  regards  cleanliness,  order,  and 
regularity.  A great  deal  of  work  of  various  kinds  is  being  done  in  and  about  the  house  ; 
in  fact,  it  is  at  present  a busy  scene. 

The  sanatory  condition  of  the  house  is  still  further  improved  ; the  deaths  for  the  week  arc 
12.  There  are  in  the  house  939,  and  in  hospital  130. 

The  out-door  relief  list  has  increased  during  the  week,  in  consequence  of  the  numbers  of 
•women  who  have  been  deserted  by  their  husbands. 

We  have  obtained  warrants  against  many  of  the  latter,  and  some  are  already  in  gaol. 

Many  parties  have  been  lately  evicted  from  lands,  and  have  fallen  on  the  Poor  Laws 
now  that  the  disability  is  removed.  This  has  also  tended  to  increase  the  out-door  relief  list. 

There  are  still  a few  able-bodied  on  the  list,  and  employed  at  stone-breaking ; hut  as  we 
shall  have  room  in  the  house  next  week,  they  will  he  offered  admission,  and  we  propose  to 
abolish  the  few  labour  depots  still  remaining. 

There  are  at  present  on  the  out-door  relief  list  11,408  ; struck  off  during  the  week  140. 

Employment  has  improved  during  the  past  week,  and  in  many  instances  fair  money- 
wages  have  been  given ; still,  working  for  the  individual  day’s  food  is  very  general. 

1 met  with  several  instances  of  respectable  farmers  who  for  20  years  have  not  handled  a 
farming  implement,  and  who  are  now  struggling  to  till  their  land  with  their  own  hands. 
Such  is  the  scarcity  of  money,  and  the  anxiety  of  those  who  have  it  to  hold  it.  The  Board 
of  Works  are  resuming  their  operations,  and  have  this  week  set  nearly  600  to  work. 

Many  have  left  the  workhouse  for  the  purpose  of  being  employed,  and  the  anxiety 
generally  manifested  throughout  the  district  to  obtain  a share  of  this  employment  is  very 

* <170.  Apr.)  3 B The 
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Tile  opposition  to  payment  of  poor-rates  appears  to  increase.  During  the  past  week  the 
collectors  met  with  obstructions  of  rather  a serious  nature,  though  overcome  without  the 
aid  of  police.  As  an  instance,  Mr.  Shaw  spent  two  days  in  the  recovery  of  14s.,  with  10 
men  employed,  some  of  whom  were  knocked  down  and  otherwise  maltreated,  and  the  cattle 
twice  rescued ; he,  however,  succeeded  in  impounding  and  getting  the  money.  Several 
instances  of  this  description  occurred  during  the  week,  but  no  serious  injury  has  been  sus- 
tained by  any  party.  Amount  lodged  this  week,  287 1.  10  s.  I look  forward  to  increased 
facility  of  collection  for  some  time  to  come ; the  grass  land  must  now  be  stocked,  and  aflord 
the  collectors  something  tangible.  The  spring  fairs  are  nearly  over,  which  kept  the  cattle 
in  a constant  state  of  transition,  and  the  prompt  and  energetic,  steps  being  taken  against 
defaulting  lessors  must  greatly  facilitate  the  collection,  and  increase  the  available  fund. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Vice-Guardians  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  seeking  a further 
loan  from  the  British  Relief  Association,  to  meet  the  current  expenses  for  the  relief  of  the 
destitute.  After  repaying  on  this  day  the  300 1.  which  they  borrowed  on  this  day  week 
they  were  obliged  to  borrow  247 1.  to  obtain  the  week’s  supplies,  or  rather  part  of  the  week’s 
supplies,  from  the  Commissariat. 

The  bakeries  and  depots  have  been  established  throughout  the  Union,  and  will  be  in  full 
operation  next  week,  when  it  is  my  intention  to  inspect  each,  and  examine  the  bread  which 
appears,  from  the  samples  sent  in,  to  be  very  good. 

I would  suggest  that  the  best  receipt  for  making  barm  (wholesome  and  economical) 
should  be  procured  aud  furnished  to  all  bakers  who  are  required  to  use  that  ingredient  in 
their  bread,  as,  generally  speaking,  the  art  is  but  imperfectly  understood  in  the  provinces 
and  much  mischief  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  use  of  deleterious  ingredients.  * 

The  samples  we  have  received  are  not  much  improved  by  the  addition  of  barm,  and  not 
at  all  where  rye-meal  formed  the  principal  ingredient,  without  the  mixture  of  wheaten  meal 
which  cannot  be  procured  in  the  local  markets.  ’ 

The  Relieving  Officers  have  improved  very  much,  with  the  exception  of  two,  who  appear 
hopelessly  indocile.  1 he  Vice-Guardians,  however,  issue  their  orders  in  language  which  il- 
ls difficult  to  mistake.  ° ° 

The  transaction  for  the  Jamestown  Mill,  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse,  has  not  been  as  vet 
concluded  with  the  Board  of  Works,  but  the  terms  are  agreed  on,  and  the  Vice-Guardians 
are  taking  steps  to  have  the  necessary  repairs  and  alterations  put  into  operation 
The  Vice-Guardians  also  contemplate  taking  Liscarban  House,  near  Dmmshambo,  as  a 
temporary  fever  hospital,  and  have  requested  my  opinion  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  building 
for  tliepurpcse,  and  the  probable  expenses  of  repairs  and  alterations  that  would  be  required 
I fie  building  ol  the  ovens  at  the  workhouse  progresses  satisfactorily.  ^ 


Camck-on-Shannon  Union,  in  Counties  Leitrim  and  Roscommon Messrs.  Robinson  and 
b pratt,  V ice-Guardians : —Received  on  2flth  January  1849. 

The  number  on  Saturday,  the  20th  instant,  receiving  relief  in  this  Union,  was  7,952  • that 
m tbe  worthouse>  including  the  auxiliaries,  and  6,350  on  the  out-door  lists. 
Noab'e-hodied  men  receive  out-door  relief  in  this  Union  as  yet. 

lhe  order  for  out-door  relief  empowers  us  only  to  administer  relief  in  food  to  Buch  desti- 
tute persons,  viz.  being  widows,  or  being  women  whose  husbands  are  confined  in  gaol 
or  women  unmarried,  or  being  children  whose  patents  are  both  dead.”  The  recipients 
So* 88“mpnse  alass  “ men  relieved  through  sickness  or  acciLt,” 
re™-  ’ S ; “raiamed  women,  482  ; women  whose  husbands  are  in  gaol,  IS  ■ the 
remainder,  aged  and  infirm  men  and  women,  orphans,  and  families  of  the  former  classes 

pronerirSeedalht“h  ? Jhfe  ars  b,,t  few  men  in  workhouse  who  can  be 

Swfnnml  i ^ f?r , ^tbon£h  there  are  270  male  adults  in  the  house,  out  of 
bat  80  are  fit  for  field  labour,  being  principally  boys  of  from  15  to  17  years  of 

CaUBS:d  by  dest'luti°n-  Notwithstanding, however,  that  there  appears 

lie  £wn  tto  dlS°d?6  h°r  “S  ”0"e  °"  "I6  ‘he  WeJrara K 

" , „ *' ™ that  ossfib utrondi oes i not  prevail  amongst  that  class,  for  the  contrary  is  tile  case 

. Aattg°  ’SHX—iTy :.  s°  P”*”  their  to  rame  into  the 

ran  Mfove.  “ ^ 7 ' h™4  dePn,ahon  thal  tone  who  have  not  witnessed  it 

wi*4  ZS^tthe  TberS  T?","*  °Ut-door  relief  are  o°“Mora%  increased,  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  week  m January  1848,  which  appears  to  be  then  only  965  ■ blit  the 
pressure  is  rather  diminished  as  compared  with  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  * This’  may  he 
accounted  for  by  the  scanty  employment  afforded  by  the  preparation  of  the  ground  fo/tte 
next  crops  in  Le.tnm  divismn  of  this  Union ; but  when  the  Spring  has  bee/compleS  ™ 
must  expect  a vast  increase  to  the  already  crowded  lists  of  applicants ; and  as  now  none  of 
the  class  able-bodied  are  relieved  oat  of  doors,  and  as  there  is  little  or  no  employment 
likely  to  be  provided  for  them  during  the  summer,  we  cannot  see  any  other  resource  for 
those  who  were  last  year  employed  on  the  Shannon  and  other  public  works  than  to  be 
chargeable  on  the  rates.  If  oar  presumption  proves  cornet,  therefore,  there  is  likely  to  be 
an  increase  of  about  2,000  during  the  summer  to  those  now  relieved.  7 “ B 

The 
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The  rate  struck  in  the  month  of  September  and  October  last  was  calculated  from  no 
probable  estimate  of  the  sum  which  might  be  required  for  the  support  of  the  Union  but  in 
accordance  with  your  circular  of  the  28th  August  1848,  in  which  you  stated  that  at  present 
no  more  than  a 3 s.  rate  would  be  required  to  be  struck  in  this  Union.  The  amount  uncol- 
lected at  present,  out  of  a sum  on  the  entire  Union,  inclusive  of  arrears  of  former  rate  of 
12,908 l.  Is.  3 iid.,  is  8,300/.  4s.  lid. ; and  this  will  be  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  necessary 
measures  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  until  after  March  ; that  is,  supposing  the  whole  to  be 
collected,  which  is  a thing  not  likely  to  occur  * Judging  from  the  progress  of  the  collection 
for  the  past  few  months,  we  cannot  attribute  the  slowness  of  the  collection  to  anythin*  but  • 
the  poverty  of  the  rate-payers  of  every  class;  even  the  gentry,  to  a great  extent,  from  the 
non-payment  of  rents  on  some  of  the  properties  in  this  county.  There  is  as  much  as  three 
years’  rent  due,  not  only  by  small  holders  (for  whom  the  landlord  becomes  responsible 
under  the  Poor  Law),  but  also  by  those  who  were  heretofore  considered  wealthy  farmers 
We  consider  the  means  of  paying  rate  by  the  small  occupiers  will  not  be  in  the  country 
after  the  expense  of  the  tillage  of  the  land.  J 

We  are  of  opinion  a great  deal  of  this  poverty  is  attributable  to  the  emigration  of  that 
class  of  farmers  holding  from  10  to  20  acres  of  land,  who,  on  their  leaving,  have  disposed 
of  their  farms  to  a class  who  were  desirous  of  obtaining  possession.  Such  have  given  their 
entire  capital,  leaving  themselves  unable  to  stock  the  land,  or  to  pay  either  rates  or  rent  • for 
proof  of  which,  there  were  entered  with  the  Clerk  of  Peace  for  the  last  Quarter  Sessions  in 
this  division  alone,  186  ejectment  cases.  Also  the  loss  of  the  potato,  which  has  affected 
men  of  every  degree,  for  we  may  say  the  rent  was  chiefly  paid  by  means  of  feeding  pigs  on 
the  refuse  of  that  esculent.  ° 

The  potato,  as  an  article  of  food,  has  almost  disappeared;  but  we  are  of  opinion  there 
are  more  fit  for  seed  in  this  Union  than  could  have  been  expected,  from  the  appearance 
which  the  fields  presented  last  autumn.  We  should  say  there  is  nearly  a sufficiency  for  this 
year’s  use,  as  far  as  cultivation  goes;  and  as  the  potato  has  disappeared  altogether  amongst 
the  poor  classes,  their  present  food  is  Indiap  meal  and  turnips. 

With  respect  to  the  collectors  of  the  rates  in  this  Union,  we  have  not  heard  of  the  col- 
lectors, in  discharge  of  their  duties,  meeting  with  greater  opposition  than  to  require  the 
mere  assistance  of  a few  policemen  in  cases  of  rescue ; but  there  appears  to  be  a well- 
arranged  passive  resistance,  which  exists,  to  a considerable  degree,  amongst  the  laro-er 
farmers,  who  have  thrashed  their  corn,  and  stored  it  in  their  houses,  where  it  is  next  to°au 
impossibility  for  the  collector  to  make  a seizure. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  much  land,  from  which  a pauper  tenantry  has  been  ejected,  will  be 
uncultivated  and  useless  the  ensuing  season. 


Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  in  Counties  Leitrim  and  Roscommon,— Captain  Wynne, 
Temporary  Inspector: — February  4,  1849. 

Number  of  persons  receiving  relief  at  the  present  time,  as  follows In  the  workhouse 
and  auxiliaries,  1,639  ; of  whom  about  84  may  be  said  to  belong  to  the  class  of  able-bodied 
adults.  On  the  out-door  relief  list,  6,835  ; of  whom  none  are  able-bodied  men. 

I do  not  expect  that  the  number  likely  to  require  relief  in  this  Union  before  next  harvest 
will  much  exceed  the  present  number : it  may,  probably,  reach  7,500.  I do  not  think  it 
will  exceed  that  number. 

The  financial  prospects  of  this  Union  are  far  from  satisfactory.  The  difficulty  of  col- 
lecting rates  is  extremely  great,  and  the  current  expenses  very  heavy,  owing  not  only  to 
the  amount  of  destitution  to  be  relieved,  but  also  to  the  extent  of  repairs,  alterations  and 
additions  which  became  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  in  consequence  of  the  deplorable  state 
into  which  the  house,  and  everything  connected  with  the  establishment,  was  allowed  to  fall 
previous  to  the  Vice-Guardians  taking  charge  of  the  Union.  The  amount  of  rate  uncol- 
lected  at  tins  time  is  6,304  /.,  of  which  above  4,000  l.  may  be  collected  before  the  1st  of 
May,  by  means  of  extraordinary  exertions.  The  sum  required  weekly  for  current  expenses 
independent  of  the  claims  of  urgent  creditors,  is  400  l.  The  available  portion  of  the  uncol- 
lected rate  would,  therefore,  meet  the  current  expenditure  till  the  1st  of  May,  if  collected 
with  sufficient  promptitude,  which,  I greatly  fear,  it  will  be  most  difficult  to  accomplish.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  have  a new  rate  in  collection  on  or  before  the  1st  of  May.  I cannot 
however  hold  out  any  prospect  of  that  rate  being  collected  before  harvest,  except  in  a few 
cases,  where  the  parties  are  wealthy,  or  graziers  ; and  certainly  not  with  sufficient  promn- 
titude  to  supply  the  exigencies  of  the  Umou.  Having  frequently  accompanied  the  collectors 
m the  discharge  of  their  duties,  I am  in  a position  tQ  state,  that  the  means  of  the  small 
occupiers  and  proprietors  are,  for  the  most  part,  exhausted,  or  likely  soon  to  be  exhausted. 
Many  however,  of  tins  class  are  able  to  pay,  and  manage  to  find  money  for  that  purpose, 
when  the  collector  is  able  to  distrain  their  goods.  r r > 

Destitution 

„ A I* howovf  > a subsequent  communication,  that  the  ahovp  sum  of  8,300 1.  4 s.  lid.  includes 

an  uncollectable  sum  of  1,471 1.  9 s.  Qd.  of  former  rates,  being  arrears  -which  accrued  from  time  to  time  from 
the  opening  of  the  workhouse  ; and  this  sum  not  being  included  in  the  present  rate,  the  amount  remaining  on 
■40tli  instant  to  he  collected  is  by  so  much  less,— namely,  6,828 1. 14  s.  10^  d.,  instead  of  8,300  Lis.  lid. 

(170.  App.)  3 b 2 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 
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appendix:  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Onion. 


£th  Series,  p.  161. 


ith  Series,  p.  152. 


fith  Series,  p.  152. 


Destitution  in  this  Union  proceeds  from  want  of  food,  want  of  clothing,  want  of  lodging> 
want  of  fuel,  want  of  employment,  and  sickness. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the  present  state  of  the  stock  of  potatoes,  as  the  people 
have  hidden  large  quantities  of  them  under  ground  in  their  gardens  and  fields  ; hut  there  is 
reason  to  conclude  that  the  stock  of  seed  will  be  sufficient.  The  principal  food  of  the 
people  is  Indian  meal. 

The  opposition  to  the  payment  of  the  rates,  in  this  Union,  has  been  entirely  of  a passive 
nature,  not,  however,  the  more  easily  overcome  on  that  account. 

--  There  has  been  no  instance  of  dishonesty  on  the  part  of  the  collectors ; nor  do  I think 
they  are  in  any  case  chargeable  with  negligence. 


Boyle  and  Carrick-on-Shannon  Unions, — Captain  Wynne  December  18,  1848. 

The  result  of  my  observations  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  and  Boyle  Unions,  in  reference 
to  the  clothing  of  the  peasantry,  entirely  coincides  with  those  of  Mr.  Phelan. 

There  is  a very  perceptible  difference  between  the  manner  in  which  the  peasantry  used  to 
dress  on  Sundays,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  now  so  dress.  In  tact,  dressing  on 
Sundays  is  now  entirely  confined  to  the  class  of  comparatively  comfortable  farmers. 

There  are  but  two  pawnbrokers  in  the  two  Unions  of  which  I have  charge,  and  they  have 
been  established  only  within  the  last  12  months  ; they  are,  therefore,  unable  to  furnish  the 
information  which  the  Commissioners  require,  in  reference  to  the  number  of  pledges 
received  and  returned  by  them  during  each  month  of  the  last  five  years  respectively.  They 
state  that  their  business  has  been  confined  to  the  better  classes  in  society,  and  to  the  com- 
paratively comfortable  farmers,  having  deemed  it  expedient  to  decline  accepting  of  the  filthv 
and  valueless  rags  presented  for  their  acceptance  by  the  poorer  classes. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  state  that  every  day’s  experience  strengthens  me  in  the  opinion 
which  I have  already  expressed  in  ray  former  reports,  in  reference  to  the  state  of  the 
clothing  of  the  peasantry,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  deplorable. 


No.  VI. 

Additional  Workhouse  Accommodation. 

Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  25,  1847. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I have  been, 
employed  for  the  last  week  principally  in  putting  the  rationing  of  the  schools  into  operation, 
in  ascertaining  the  amount  of  accommodation  in  the  Union  available  for  the  reception  of  a 
portion  of  the  present  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  should  it  become  necessary  to  remove 
them,  iu  order  to  be  in  a position  to  apply  the  workhouse  test  to  all  future  applicants  for 
relief,  and  in  endeavouring  to  establish  order,  cleanliness  and  discipline  in  the  house. 

As  regards  the  accommodation  before  referred  to,  I cannot  as  yet  find  any  so  suitable  as 
the  Jamestown  Mills,  which  I have  mentioned  before. 

The  Guardians  have  made  application  to  the  Shannon  Commissioners,  with  a view  to 
ascertain  if  they  would  let  them  for  a limited  period,  as  also  what  would  be  the  terms 
required. 

1 feel  most  anxious  about  the  success  of  this  application,  as  I have  no  doubt  nothing  but 
power  of  applying  the  workhouse  test  will  enable  us  to  place  any  limits  to  the  amount 
of  relief  which  we  shall  be  immediately  called  on  to  administer.  Under  any  circumstances, 
out-door  relief  will  become  necessary  immediately,  and  I have  called  a special  meeting  of 
the  Guardians  to  take  the  necessary  preliminary  steps. 


Reply  to  the  above : — December  28,  1847. 

The  Commissioners  have  communicated  with  the  Shannon  Commissioners,  as  regards  the 
Jamestown  Mills,  which  you  recommend  should  be  procured  for  an  auxiliary  workhouse. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  29,  1847. 

I find  that  in  addition  to  the  Jamestown  Mills,  we  may  procure  accommodation  for  200 
at  Jamestown  and  200  at  Drumshambo,  which  I should  hope  would  be  quite  as  much  as 
we  should  require ; but  pending  the  arrangements  for  obtaining  these,  which  will  be  ulti- 
mately necessaiy,  I should  strongly  recommend  the  distribution  of  bread  rations  at  the 
workhouse  and  at  Drumshambo,  and  perhaps  Elphin,  to  all  legitimate  applicants  for  admis- 
sion to  the  workhouse. 

This 
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This  arrangement  would  give  us  time  to  take  such  steps  as  would  enable  us  to  guard,  in  Carrick-on-Shannon 
a great  measure,  against  the  evils  of  out-door  relief;  and  I do  not  think  abuses,  to  any  Union, 
great  extent,  would  take  place  during  the  period  it  would  be  necessary  to  continue  it.  


Reply  to  the  above  : — December  30,  1847. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request,  with  reference  to  your  former  reports,  that  you  will  be  5th  Series,  p.  153. 
so  good  as  to  inform  the  Commissioners  of  the  precise  circumstances  under  which  destitute 
persons  at  night  had  no  house  or  shelter  in  the  Union. 

For  example,  the  Commissioners  are  anxious  to  know  whether  the  parties  alluded  to  in 
your  previous  reports  were  ejected  tenants,  and  if  so,  whether  their  cabins  were  pulled 
down,  and  how  you  would  now  propose  to  provide  for  them. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  : — December  31,  1847. 

With  regard  to  the  mode  in  which  I should  propose  to  provide  for  the  homeless  of  the  5th Series, p.1 53-154. 
Union,  the  case  presents  great  difficulties.  I should,  however,  at  once  place  those  of  the 
present  inmates  of  the  house  who  have  cabins  on  out-door  relief  in  those  cabins.  I should 
also  call  upon  them,  where  their  family  is  small,  to  take  another  family,  also  small,  as 
lodgers ; this  would  provide  for,  I should  hope,  from  300  to  400. 

By  this  means  we  should  retain  the  power  of  applying  the  workhouse  test  to  cases  of 
able-bodied  applicants,  and  at  the  same  time  make  room  for  some  of  the  homeless.  For 
the  remainder  of  this  class,  I should  with  all  possible  despatch  provide  bedding,  &c.,  at 
Jamestown  Mills,  or  the  other  places  already  mentioned  by  me,  under  the  superintendence 
of  a temporary  master  and  staff.  I should  supply  their  establishments  with  bread  and 
milk.  Bread  to  be  baked  in  this  town  till  such  time  as  a bakery  could  be  erected  at  the 
workhouse. 

I am  aware  that  considerable  difficulties  will  attend  the  details  of  this  plan,  but  I cannot 
devise  any  other  more  suited  to  the  present  emergency. 

In  the  meantime,  I would  recommend  all  undoubted  cases  of  destitution,  properly  brought 
forward  by  the  Relieving  Officers,  to  be  placed  on  the  out-door  relief  list,  to  receive  bread 
rations  forwarded  from  this  town,  to  the  most  convenient  place  in  each  Electoral  Division 
once  a week,  reserving’  the  workhouse  test  for  such  cases  as  may  not  appear  urgent. 


Reply  to  the  above  : — January  4,  1848. 

With  regard  to  your  suggestions  for  remedying  the  want  of  proper  shelter  for  the  desti-  5tli  Series,  p.  154. 
tute  in  the  Union,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  express  their  concurrence  in  your  views, 
and  they  request  you  to  bring  them  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  their 
next  meeting. 

At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  have  to  observe,  that  they  would  readily  sanction  the 
erection  of  temporary  sheds  or  buildings  as  a shelter  for  the  houseless  at  this  inclement 
season  of  the  year,  if  the  measures  which  you  recommend  should  not  be  found  adequate  to 
the  necessities  of  the  case.  , 


The  Board  op  Works  to  the  Commissioners. 

No.  60/48.  Office  of  Public  Works,  Custom-house,  Dublin, 

December  31,  1847. 

I am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  forwarding  Printed  Tapers, 
■extract  from  Report  of  Captain  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  relative  to  a pro- 
posal from  the  Board  of  Guardians,  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  to  rent  the  Jamestown  Mills 
for  an  auxiliary  workhouse ; and  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Commissioners  have  at  once  put 
themselves  in  communication  with  the  Guardians,  with  a view  to  comply  with  their  proposal, 
if  feasible. 


Observations  of  Captain  Wynne  on  the  foregoing  Letter. 

No.  60/48. 

The  Guardians  have  deferred  communicating  further  with  the  Commissioners,  as  they  are 
in  treaty  with  the  proprietor  for  another  building,  which  appears  more  eligible. 

Should  they  not  succeed  in  obtaining  it,  further  communication  will  be  made  to  the 
'Shannon  Commissioners. 

I fear,  however,  the  necessary  arrangements  for  an  auxiliary  workhouse  would  unavoidably 
interfere  with  the  original  design  of  the  Jamestown  Mills. 

January  5,  18487  E.  W. 


(170.APP.)  3 B 3 . Captain 
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APPENDIX : SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — January  9,  1848. 


Btli  Series,  p.  15/ . We  have  fixed  upon  the  Elphin.  Stores  as  an  auxiliary  workhouse,  and  only  await  the 
proprietor’s  final  arrangement  of  terms  to  proceed  with  the  necessary  preparations ; it  is 
more  secure  from  theft  than  the  workhouse,  being  entirely  surrounded  by  a high  wall. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners. 

No.  4851/48. 

Carrick-on-Shannon,  January  29,  1848. 

5th  Scries  p.  1G7.  We  shall  turn  our  attention  immediately  to  the  subject  of  additional  workhouse  accom- 
modation, without  which  we  must  soon  lose  the  important  test  of  the  workhouse,  as  few  of 
the  first  and  second  class  paupers  at  present  in  the  house  appear  to  have  any  prospect  of 
obtaining  shelter  out  of  it ; we  shall  therefore  be  under  the  necessity  of  giving  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied,  but  shall  be  most  careful  that  in  all  cases  the  necessary  quantum 
of  labour  be  rigidly  exacted.  . 1 

My  presence  in  the  workhouse  will  not  now  be  required  so  constantly  as  heretofore. 
I shall  therefore  avail  myself  of  every  opportunity  of  visiting  the  several  depots,  and  seeing 
tiiat  the  order  of  the  Commissioners  is  rigorously  earned  out  by  the  Relieving  Officers  and 
Overseers. 


The  Commissioners  to  Captain  Wynne. 


No.  4851/48.  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

Punted  Papers.  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  report  of  the  29th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  Car-  . 
nck-on-shannon  Union,  m which  you  state  that  additional  workhouse  accommodation  will 
soon  be  required,  as  few  of  the  first  and  second  class  paupers  at  present  in  the  workhouse 
appear  to  have  any  prospect  of  obtaining  shelter  if  turned  out  of  the  house ; and  in  reference 
thereto  I am  to  state  that  allowances  may  be  made  to  these  classes,  not  only  for  food,  but 
for  fuel,  clothing  and  lodging.  J 1 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — February  5,  1848. 

€th  Series,  p.  723.  Urn**  e xi sting  circumstances,  I think  it  would  be  advisable  not  to  admit  the  persons 
rtthe”ate  them8®lve8*  but  We  have  n0  choice  but  admit  them,  or  allow  them  to  die 
Numbers  of  children  who  have  been  placed  for  some  time  on  out-door  relief,  and  who  have 
^ h.aVmg  l0St  th+eir  Paren?’  are  refused  lodgings  or  admissions  to  the  houses 

nfr^nl^  frek  °nS0D  my  ,terfS’  and  are  c°n8ecluently  sent  to  us  in  a state  past  all  hope 
of  recovery,  from  previous  neglect ; we  must  admit  them.  1 1 

‘he  rem™°gh°USeB  anl1  caMas  “ «“>  •»  «owded, 

I shall  call  the  attention  of  the  Vice-Guardians  again  to  the  Elphin  Store,  and  request  of 

workhou™  'e  °f  MXt  Week’  W‘th  a ™”  t0  makinS  “ aa  an  auxiliary 


Printed  Papers, 
13,901/48. 


The  Vice-Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  : — March  15,  1848. 

. at  °fe  Proceeded  to  remove  the  timber  of  the  sheds,  and  have  it  now  ready  to  assist 
m the  construction  of  the  temporary  building  which  we  propose  to  erect  on  a proper  she  to 
meet  the  requirement  of  the  Board  of  Health,  until  the  permanent  fever  ward  is  erected 
. ^.e  may  Just  add> tflat  we  have  all  but  completed  arrangements  for  the  hiring  of  a house 
m all  respects  most  suitable,  which  will  accommodate  healthfully  100  children  We  mv/ 
pose  to  remove  that  number  from  the  female  school,  placing  them  in  charge  of  a vonnJ 
woman,  at  present  a pauper  assistant  schoolmistress.  With  regard  to  this  person  she  has 
very  considerable  educat.onal  attainments,  bears  the  highest  character,  is  most  efficient  and 
attentive,  and  in  every  respect  estimable;  and  we  propose  to  appoint  her,  subject  to  the 
sanction  of  the  Commissioners,  a paid  officer  for  the  service  stated,  at  a salary  of  6 l ner 
annum ; and  we  feel  convinced  we  could  not  make  a better  appointm  eut,  3 ' 1 

Reply 
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Repi/vt  to  the  above : — March  28,  1848. 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


The  Commissioners  request  to  be  informed  where  the  new  building  referred  to  is  about  Printed  lWo 
to  be  built,  and  whether  it  is  being  built  m pursuance  of  any  requisition  of  the  Board  of  13,901/40. 
Health. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  express  the  Commissioners’  sanction  of  the  occupation  of  the 
building  to  which  you  propose  to  remove  the  female  children  from  the  workhouse. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners: — April  1,  1848. 

. YP‘cal?  active  steps  towards  the  erection  of  a temporary  fever  shed,  as  also  for  Printed  Papers, 

that  ot  the  workhouse  ovens,  which  we  hope  to  have  in  operation  in  three  weeks.  17,401/48;  and  Gtli 

I have  inspected  the  grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  the  workhouse,  with  a view  to  selecting  a Sei'ic95  p‘  754‘ 
better  site  for  a new  cemetery  than  that  fixed  on  previously  in  rear  of  the  site  of  the  pro- 
posed  fever  hospital,  and  at  a distance  of  a quarter  of  a mile  or  thereabout  from  the  body 
of  the  house ; but  I am  of  opinion  that  none  can  be  obtained  so  suitable  as  that  already- 
fixed  on,  which  appears  unobjectionable,  the  subsoil  proving  to  be  not  peaty,  as  it  was  sup- 
posed to  be,  but  of  a description  well  suited  to  the  purposes  of  burial-ground. 

°^16  sc^100^s  *n  k°th  Unions  is  going  on  extremely  satisfactorily,  as  is  also 
the  baking  in  the  Boyle  Workhouse,  where  the  small  oven  is  baking  a larger  quantity  than 
the  large,  or  two  batches  for  one. 


{1.70.  App.) 


3 b 4 
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No.  VII. 


Half-Ycnr  coiled 


20  September  1842 
25  March  1843  - 

25  September  1843 
25  March  1844  - 

20  September  1844 


20  September  1 845 


29  September  1846 
25  March  1847  - 


20  September  1847 

25  March  1848  - 

20  September  1848 
25  March  1849  - 


£0  September  1849 


Net  Annual 
Value  of 
Union  at  the 
Close 
of  each 
Half-Year. 


£. 

61,450 

61,450 

61,450 

61,450 


61,450 


61,450 

61,450 


61,450 

61,450 

61,450 


Rates  made  in  the  Union. 


7 April  1842 
None. 

20  April  1843 
None. 

25  April  1844 


15  March  1845 


17  May,  on  two 
Electoral  Divisions. 
0 Aug'ust,  on  four 
Electoral  Divisions. 


24  January  1846  - 


None. 

24  October  1846 


None. 

27  November  1847 

None. 

18  September  1848, 
on  four  Electoral 
Divisions. 

30  September  1848, 
on  two  Electoral 
Divisions. 

14  October  1848,  on 
5 Electoral  Di- 
visions. 

28  October  1848,  on 
four  Electoral 
Divisions. 

4 May  1840,  on 
seven  Electoral 
Divisions. 

23  May  1849,  on 
seven  Electoral 
Divisions. 

30  May  1849,  on 
one  Electoral  Di- 
vision. 


Electoral  Divisions 

4 at  - — 5 

5 at  - - 7J| 

2 at  - - 10 

4 at  - 1 -J| 


3 at 

4 at 


1 at  - - 
4 at  - — 
1 at  - - 


5 at  - - 7J 

1 at  - - - - 1 

2 at  - 1 _$| 
1 at  - 1 


3 at  - - 10 

2 at  - 1 4| 

3 at  - 1 
5 at  - 1 
2 at  - 1 


1 at  - 
12  at  - 


1 at  - 
12  at  - 

2 at  - 


OBSERVATIONS 


A uniform  rate  of  5 d.  on  every  Electoral  Division. 
- - ditto. 


Drumreilly,  Elphin,  Kilglass  and  Gillstown 
Electoral  Divisions,  at  5 d.  por  £. 

Kiltubbrid,  Kcshcamgan,  Drumsna,  Tumna 
and  Croeve,  at  l\d.  por  £. 

Aughrim  and  Kilmorc,  at  10  d.  per  £. 

Drumsliambo,  Carrick-on-Slianuon,  Loitrim  and 
Killukin,  at  1 s.  0 J d.  per  £. 

Rato  made  on  only  nino  Electoral  Divisions; 
namely,  Crceve,  Kcshcavrigan,  and  Kiltubbrid, 
at  2 \d. 

Aughrim,  Killukin,  Kilmore,  and  Tumna,  at  6 d. 

Carrick-on-SIxanuon  and  Drumsliambo,  at  10rf. 

Rato  made  on  six  Electoral  Divisions  ; namely, 
Drumsna,  at  2 J d. 

Drumroilly,  Elphin,  Gillstown  and  Kilglass, 
at  5 d. 

And  Leitrim,  d. 

Rate  made  only  on  11  Electoral  Divisions ; 
namely,  Aughrim,  Drumsna,  Keshcarrigan, 
Kilmore  and  Kiltubbrid,  at  7 \d. 

Creevo  and  Killukin,  5 d. 

Tumna,  lOd. 

Drumsliambo  and  Leitrim,  Is.  Oi d. 

Carrick-on-Shannon,  Is.  3c?. 


Drumroilly,  Gillstown,  and  Kilgluss,  at  10  d. 

Croevo  and  Elphin,  Is.  0 J d. 

Aughrim,  Killukin,  and  Tumna,  at  Is.  3 d. 

Carrick-on-Shannon,  Drumsliambo,  Kilmorc, 
Kiltubbrid  and  Leitrim,  Is.  6 j d. 

Drumsna,  and  Kilcarrigan,  Is.  8d. 

A uniform  rate  of  2s.  lie?,  per  £.  on  ovory 
Elecloral  Division. 

Drumreilly,  at  2s.  8^  d. 

Auglirim,  Creeve,  Drumsna,  Drumsliambo, 
Klpliin,  Gillstown,  Kilglass,  Killukin,  Kesh- 
carrigan, Kiltubbrid,  Leitrim  and  Tumna, 
at  3 s.  1 1 d. 

And  Carrick-on-Shannon  and  Kilmorc,  at 
3 s.  6^d. 


Drumreilly,  at  2s.  8 \d. 

Aughrim,  Creeve,  Drumsna,  Drumsliambo, 
Elphin,  Gillstown,  Kilglass,  Killukin,  Kesli-- 
carrigan,  Kiltubbrid,  Leitrim,  and  Tumna, 
at  3s.  l£d. 

And  Carrick-on-Shannon  and  Kilmore,  at 
3 s.  6 Id. 


No.  VIII. 
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No,  13,607/49. 

VICE-GUARDIANS'  SUMMARY  OF  BUSINESS,  AND  TRAVELLING  ACCOUNT,  WEEK  ENDED  SATURDAY,  3 MARCH  1849. 


JOURNEYS  ON  BUSINESS  OF  THE  UNION. 

VI*. 

T„iE. 

! 

ill 

SI 

pi 

l 

Wed  Deadly, 

;,l“"Cr“'ed  Wi,h 

Mr.  Robinsou,  to 
Curloro,  iu  the  clivi- 

sssssSi 

tte^RelierioB  Officers,  and 
fs,  wS'weJe0  short 

Thursday, 

Mr.  Mortimer,  to 
House;  and  Ci'triZ 
by  Mr.  Robinson. 

• 

The  seme  ee  on  Tuesday. 

Actual  Outlay  for  Travelling  in  the  Week  - - - £.  j 

-1.  9 
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VICE-GUARDIANS’  SUMMARY  OF  BUSINESS, 


No.  20,808/40. 

VICE-GUARDIANS'  SUMMARY  OF  BUSINESS,  AND  TRAVELLING  ACCOUNT,  WEEK  ENDED  SATURDAY,  24  MARCH  1840. 


DATE. 

NATURE  OF  BUSINESS  TRANSACTED  AT  THE  WORKHOUSE,  EACH  DAY, 

^JOURNEYS  ON  BOSINESS  OF  THE  ONION. 

BmiutuaTraa-ctaL 

Mode 

Actual  Outlay. 

Monday, 

19th. 

Board  day. 

£.  A d. 

Tuesday, 

20th. 

Mr.'  MortimTr  A^xmf^"  b“0l“ 

Jamestown  - . 

Inspeoted  School-house 
and  provisions,  and  directed 
the  removal  of  privies  and 

Hired  car  - 

4 

Wrin»d.y, 

Mr.  Mortimer  at  Elphin  in  forenoon,  at  Workhouse  in  afternoon  ... 

Mr.  Robinson  to  Knockhall,  Relieving  Officer's  station  ..... 

Elphin  ... 
Knockhall,  Kilglasa  - 

Inspected  Relieving  Offi- 
cers’ mode  of  doing  his  duty. 
Inspecting  Relieving  Offi- 

II  : 

Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Mortimer  were  to  bo  employed  in  making  arrangements 

■ F;»d?' 

for^3Sen^^n?w^^^^i^S^SePi1u“»^t,0  ln“gl°8' 

a.s„ 

Attended  in  the  Board-room  on  the  routine  business  of  the  day,  inspected  the 

Aotual  Outlay  for  Travelling  in  the  Week  - - - £. 

' - ' 
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VICE-GUARDIANS’  SUMMARY  OF  BUSINESS,  AND  TRAVELLING  ACCOUNT,  WEEK  ENDED.  SATURDAY,  26  MAY  1840. 


including  haptctiona  of  the  Warda  and  Boole  of  Clerl  and  Master, 

JOURNEYS  ON  BUSINESS  OF  THE  UNION. 

Piaeaa  Viaittd. 

BuealiLud. 

Trarfniag. 

Distance  from 

f«  Travelling, 

Monday, 

correct.  Mr!*Mortimer  went?  to  Elphin.  *Mr.  Robinaon  romainod  in  the  Board- 

Elphin  - - - 

A hired  car 

0 

- *- ’k— . - 

Jamestown  Auxiliary 

A hired  car 

Drumsna 

Officora^mtiSn’ 

”s' 

Combo  and  Hillstrcet 

To  visit  the  Relieving 

speo^the  auppUejhwJ^J1 

> 

The  Vice-Gaardinns  scrutinized  the  ecveral  applications  for  out-door  and  in- 
door relief;  also  the  several  Receipt  and  Expenditure  Books  of  the  Relieving 
Officers,  which  are  properly  kept  by  them,  and  found  them  correct. 

Actual  Outlay  for  Travelling  in  tlie  Week  - - - £. 

i 4 a 

Carrick-on-Shannon,  81  May  1640  (signed)  KooowB^MoraHnJ  Vi“-Gn«rdinn». 
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No.  48,678/40. 

VICE-GUARDIANS’  SUMMARY  OF  BUSINESS,  AND  TRAVELLING  ACCOUNT,  WEEK  ENDED  SATURDAY,  14  JULY  1849. 


““ 

NATURE  OP  BUSINESS  TRANS  AC  I ED  AT  TNB  WORKHOUSE,  EACH  DAY, 

JOURNEYS  ON  BUSINESS  OP  THE  UNION. 

— * 

TtaTCQiog. 

Wovkhoen 

The  Guardians  inspected  the  Workhouse  wards,  which  were  found  eery  clean, 
orderly  and  well  ventilated,  and  after  returned  to  the  Board-room  to  examine  the 
several  contractors’  accounts,  and  sbo  that  they  were  according  to  the  orders  given, 

£.  *.  d. 

The  Guardians  inspected  the  several  Workhouse  supplies,  which  were  according 
to  samples ; afterwards  returned  to  the  Board-room,  and  transacted  the  necessary 

' - 

Private  cr 

6 

"'.Jj,.,. 

Board  day.  Immediately  after  Mr.  Mortimer  proceeded  to  Fcrsgh 

Feragh  - - - 

To  visit  RelievingOffioers’ 
correct  in  every  respeot. 

Pri.nl.  ... 

9 

- 0 9 

Thursday, 

The  Guardians  inspected  the  Workhouse  supplies,  also  the  Workhouse  wards, 
and  afterwards  proceeded  with  Captain  Wynne,  Temporary  Inspector,  to  James- 

Board  of  Education. 

Private  car 

4 

- 3 - 

“p 

The  Guardians  inspected  the  several  Books  of  the  Master  and  Clerk,  all  which 
were  properly  made  up  to  the  previous  Saturday,  and  transacted  such  matters  ns 

Saturday, 

The  Guardians  attended  at  the  Board-room,  scrutinising  the  several  applications 
for  relief  as  appeared  on  the  Relieving  Officers'  books,  and  adjudicating  thereon ; 
also  examining  their  several  Receipt  and  Expenditure  Books,  and  ascertaining 

Actual  Outlay  for  Travellin 

in  the  Week 

-13  0 

Camck-on 

Shannon,  28  July  1849, 

(signed)  Ric 

“Ms 

V}T”G 

uardians. 
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VICE-GUARDIANS’  SUMMARY  OF  BUSINESS,  AND  TRAVELLING  ACCOUNT,  WEEK  ENDED  SATURDAY,  4 AUGUST  1849. 


NATURE  OF  BUSINESS  TRANSACTED  AT  THE  WORKHOUSE.  EACH  DAY, 

JOURNEYS  ON  BUSINESS  OF  THE  UNION. 

Flaws  V in  ted. 

Boda-ELml. 

,.a, 

rX 

Monday, 

is 

j 

£.  a.  t i 

In  the  morning  early,  Mr.  Robinson  went  to  Cambo,  and  »lr.  Mortimer  proceeded 
to  Kilgiasa. 

Kilgiasa  - 

The  Relieving  Officer  of 
distributed. 

14 

Wednesday, 

"i 

sSEEsSaSHSSSisr 

Eiphin  - 

Central  Board  of  Health. 
Jamestown  with  respect  to 

* 

Saturday,  and  found  ccrreot.  ' 80  P to  the  previous 

H 

The  Guardians  attended  in  tbe  Board-room,  scrutinizing  tbe  several  applications 

| 

i 

Actual  Outlay  for  Travelling  in  the  Week  - - - £.  I 14  3 
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ty  Carrick-on-Shannon 

iN0-  Union. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Poor  Laws. 

No.  17,509/50. 

, Finner,  Carrick-on-Shannon, 

Gentlemen,  March  13,  1849. 

I beg  leave  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  ticket,  being  an  urgent  case  of  distress. 

Margaret  Finneran  was  in  the  receipt  of  out-door  relief  till  last  week  or  thereabouts.  Mr. 

Mills,  seeing  the  very  distressed  state  in  which  she  was  before  she  made  application  for  a 
ticket  of  admission  to  the  workhouse,  very  humanely  discharged  his  duty  towards  her  by 
giving  her  the  enclosed.  1 

1 met  her  returning  this  day,  being  refused  admittance  by  some  official  at  the  workhouse. 

Fie  read  her  a severe  lecture  on  idleness,  and  sent  her  off  with  a note  to  Mr.  Mills,  with,  of 
course,  a hint  not  to  be  so  liberal  again.  This  gentleman’s  name  can  be  obtained  easily 
by  you  by  dropping  a line  to  Mr.  Mills,  Post-office,  Elphin,  before  the  note  be  recalled. 

You  will  then  see  on  what  grounds  the  poor  destitute  girl  was  refused  admission.  It 
grieves  my  heart  to  reflect  oh  the  treatment  the  poor  girl  received.  She  was  obliged  to 
travel  from  Elphin  six  or  seven  miles,  and  back  again,  without  a morsel  of  food,  or  any 
means  of  procuring  it,  if  she  did  not  steal  it  on  the  way.  Now,  I trust,  Gentlemen,  this 
case  will  obtain  the  attention  it  deserves.  I am  sure  you,  from  your  honourable  posi- 
tion, will  be  no  party  to  such  an  act  by  letting  off  the  author  of  it  unpunished. 

The  fact  of  an  officer  being  dismissed  from  the  said  workhouse  a lew  weeks  since  for 
misconduct,  I believe  immoral  conduct,  was  no  inducement  to  a girl  ot  her  age  to  go  there, 
if  she  had  any  other  resource. 

With  great  respect,  I have,  &c. 

Matt.  Jas.  Barrett,  R.C.C., 

Killukin. 


No.  17,599/150. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Bev.  Sir,  March  16,  1849. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant;  and  1 am  to 
state  that  the.  Commissioners  will  make  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  referred  to  in 
your  communication,  but  that  they  are  precluded  by  law  from  interfering  to  order  relief 
in  individual  cases. 

Any  person  requiring  relief  should  apply  in  the  usual  manner  to  the  Relieving  Officer 
or  master  of  the  workhouse. 

I have,  &c. 

To  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Barrett,  R.C.C.,  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

&c.  &c.  &c., 

Carrick-on-Shannon. 


Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  by  me  on  this  day  in  the  case  of  Margaret  Finneran, 
refused  Admittance  to  the  Workhouse. 

(3/23/49.)  ' E-  W. 

Board-room,  Carrick-on-Shannon,  March  23,  1849. 
Margaret  Finneran  duly  sworn: — I was  in  receipt  of  out-door  relief  for  three  months. 
I got  a ticket  for  the  workhouse  on  the  12lh  instant.  I brought  the  ticket  to  the  workhouse 
on  the  13th  ; I gave  it  to  Mr.  Mortimer ; he  would  not  admit  me,  and  gave  me  a note  to 
Mr.  Mills,  the  Relieving  Officer. 

'I  complained  I had  nothing  for  my  dinner,  and  he  gave  me  some  coppers  to  buy  bread  ; 
I met  Father  Barrett  on  the  road ; he  took  the  note  ; it  was  not  sealed  ; cannot  say  lie  read  it ; 
he  gave  it  back  to  me  ; I brought  the  note  to  Mr.  Mills ; Mr.  Mills  brought  me  in  on  the 
16th  instant,  and  I was  admitted  to  the  workhouse ; l swear  distinctly  I had  no  means 
whatever  of  subsistence,  nor  could  I get  one  day’s  work  if  I was  starving  with  hunger. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  23d  day  of  March  1849,  at  Carrick-on-Shannon. 

Edmd.  Wynne,  T.  P.  L.  I. 


(No.  17,599/49.) 

Captain  Wynne’s  Observations. 

I send  the  evidence  of  Margaret  Finneran;  also,  Mr.  Mortimer’s  letter,  which  appears 
not  to  have  been  well  considered.  It  was  sent  open,  and  it  is  evident  from  Mr.  Barrett’s 
letter,  and  from  the  evidence  of  the  girl,  that  Mr.  Barrett  availed  himself  of  this  circum- 
stance. Mr.  Mortimer,  in  his  zeal,  appears  to  have  lost  sight  of  the  law,  and  of  the  fact 
that  not  one  in  25  of  the  class  to  which  the  girl  belongs  can  obtain  employment  in  the 
(170.  Apr.)  3 G present 
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Camck-ou-Sliannon 

Union. 


present  state  of  this  country  ; and  of  the  fact  that  this  class  will  not  enter  the  workhouse  if 
they  can  obtain  even  the  most  scanty  support  out  of  it. 

The  proceeding  appears  to  have  been  irregular  from  beginning  to  end.  On  the  Oth 
instant,  as  previously  agreed  on,  the  class  of  able-bodied  single  women  (comprising  1,320 
individuals)  was  to  be  struck  oft'  the  out-door  list  by  means  of  the  workhouse  test.  General 
directions  were  issued  to  the  Relieving  Officers  to  send  the  entire  class  to  the  workhouse. 
The  Relieving  Officer  Mills,  in  my  opinion,  gave  the  only  ticket  which  he  had  authority  to 
give,  in  the  absence  of  any  specific  order  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  in  his  Application  and 
Report  book  (viz.  a ticket  for  provisional  relief).  The  Relieving  Officers  should  have  been 
directed  to  attend  some  days  previous  to  the  6th,  with  their  Application  and  Report  books, 
in  which  should  be  noted  any  change  .in  the  circumstances  of  the  individuals  which  may 
have  taken  place  since  the  previous  Report  and  Rule,  and  which  may  he  considered  as  taking 
them  pro  tem.  out  of  the  class  in  which  they  had  been  originally  placed  (as  sickness  or  its 
consequences).  On  this  revised  Report  of  the  Relieving  Officers,  a specific  order  should  be 
made  in  each  case,  either  for  the  workhouse,  or  a continuance  of  out-door  relief,  as  the  case 
might  require.  This  course  not  having  heeu  adopted,  the  Relieving  Officer  appears  to  have 
issued  the  only  ticket  (provisional)  which  he  was  duly  authorized  to  issue,  but  which  was 
not  suited  to  the  occasion.  On  the  day  referred  to  in  Mr.  Barrett’s  letter,  while  passing- 
through  the  Union,  I met  several  young  women  who,  like  Margaret  Finneran,  had  been 
refused  admission  to  the  workhouse.  I requested  of  them  to  return  to  the  house,  and  on 
explaining  the  matter  to  Mr.  Mortimer,  he  at  once  admitted  them,  and  without  delav  sent 
for  the  others  who  had  been  refused  admittance,  and  admitted  them,  including  Margaret 
Finneran. 

Mr.  Mortimer,  on  perceiving  the  error  into  which  he  had  fallen,  lost  no  time  in 
repairing  it. 

It  appears,  also,  that  in  consequence  of  the  course  taken,  Margaret  Finneran,  and  a few 
others,  received  relief  out  of  the  bouse  for  six  days  after  the  Vice-Guardians’  authority  to 
afford  such  had  ceased.  The  present  order  issued  on  the  5th  instant,  and  was  issued  on  the 
4th  for  seven  days,  instead  of  two  days. 

3/24/49.  E.  W. 


No.  17,599/49. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Rev.  Sir,  March  30,  1849. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  mform  you,  that  they  have,  as  proposed  in  their  letters  already  addressed  to  you 
made  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  the  refusal  of  relief  to  Margaret  Finneran,  whose  case  has 
been  brought  under  notice  by  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant;  and  that  it  appeavs  that  the 
Vice-Guardians  of  Carnck-on-Shannon  Union,  who  had  refused  relief,  finding,  on  re-con-  ’ 
sideration  of  the  case  that  she  was  really  destitute  and  unable  to  obtain  employment,  sent 
for  her,  and  admitted  her  to  the  workhouse. 

I have,  &c. 

To  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Barrett,  &c.  Stc.  &c.  W.  Stskey,  Secretary, 

runner,  Carrick-on-Shannon.  J 


No.  22,099/49. 

Gentlemen,  Rnner,  CurHck^n-Sbannon, 

Since  the  receipt  of  ,onr  kind  reply  of  the  10th  ultimo,  No.  15,530,  I aixiousiy  awaited 
yonr  decision  on  the  case  referred  to  m my  communication  of  the  13th  ultimo.  I am  con- 
Sdent  you  must  be  now  satisfied  that  the  officer  in  question,  whoever  he  may  be  has 
acted  quite  contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Poor  Law,  and  that  in  a case  where 
there  was  qi.est.on  of  the  very  existence  of  the  poor  girl  Margaret  Finneran,  I am  cer- 
tain  the  contrary  cannot  be  made  appear,  except  by  having  recourse  to  some  explanation 
which  cannot  bear  the  test  of  truth,  if  an  opportunity  be  given  to  have  the  ease  deariv 
investigated.  Now  such  being  toe  case,  will  the  officer  in  question  be  afforded  on  onuor 
tunity  of  practising  the  same  game  again,  with,  of  course,  more  caution!  I trust,  Qentlemeil 
this  will  not  be  tolerated.  Pnmshment-I  mean  adequate  punishment-inflicted  by  you  when  ' 
a case  ,s  clearly  proved,  would  do  more  to  make  the  Poor  Law  popular  than  you  are’awar" 
of;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  passing  over  with  a caution  important  matters  of  U, is  S 
will  make  the  country  believe  that  your  officers  can  sacrifice  tire  lives  of  the  poor  w to  per-’ 
feet  impunity.  I am  always  unwilling  to  huve  recourse  to  any  other  tribunal  than  the  iCr 

I have,  &c.  • 


t impunity. 

Law  Commissioners. 


To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 


Matthew  Jas.  Barrett,  R.  C.  C. 
Killukin,  &c. 


No. 
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No.  22,099/49. 

To  Captain  Wynne,  who  is  requested  to  state  whether  both  Vice-Guardians  were  acting 
in  the  Board-room  when  the  cases  referred  to  were  decided  on,  and  whether  both  concurred 
in  the  decision ; also,  whether  such  decison  may  be  considered  to  have  been  in  io-norance  of 
the  regulations  for  relief;  and,  generally,  whether  he  considers  the  Vice-Guardians  com- 
petent to  the  efficient  discharge  of  their  duties. 

a April  1849. 


Copy  of  Captain  Wynne’s  Observations. 

No.  22,099/49. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  not  both  present  at  the  decision  referred  to.  Mr.  Robinson 
did  not  concur  in  the  decision.  I think  the  decision  may  be  considered  to  have  been  made 
in  ignorance  of  the  regulation  for  relief. 

I do  not  consider  the  Vice-Guardiaus  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Carrick- 
on-Shannon  Union  efficiently  or  satisfactorily.  The  duties  of  Vice-Guardian  in  that  Union 
present  at  this  moment  difficulties  of  no  ordinary  magnitude,  and  with  which  the  gentle- 
men referred  to  appear  quite  incompetent  to  contend. 

4/8/49.  E.  W. 


No.  X. 


No.  22,302/49. 

Sir,  • Boyle,  April  3,  1849. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  the  following 
particulars,  in  reference  to  the  state  and  management  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  for 
the  past  week. 

The  workhouse  is  clean  and  neat,  and  the  essentials  are  attended  to.  The  auxiliaries 
are  not  in  as  satisfactory  a state  as  I could  wish. 


Number  in  the  Workhouse 

„ in  Temporary  buildings 

„ in  Jamestown  Auxiliary 

„ in  Carrick  Auxiliary 

„ in  Fever  sheds 


933 

28 

469 

100 

19 


Total  on  In-door  Relief  - - 1,549 


Number  of  sick  and  in  hospital  ------  144 

Deaths  during  the  week  - - - - - - -15 


The  sanitary  state  of  the  establishment  has  undergone  little,  if  any,  change  since  my 
last  Report.  Fever  has  rather  decreased,  while  dysentery  has  slightly  increased  during 
the  week. 

The  out-door  relief  list  has  not  undergone  as  extensive  a reduction  as  might  be  expected, 
if  judgment  and  energy  had  been  used  by  the  executive  body.  About  350  vacancies  in 
the  workhouse  and  auxiliaries  were  available  at  the  commencement  of  the  week,  and  a 
reduction  of  161  only  has  been  effected,  while  I am  of  opinion  that  it  should  have  been  at 
least  four  times  that  number. 

The  out-door  relief  list  now  amounts  to  6,121. 

The  collectors  do  not  appear  to  have  collected  anything'  during  the  week,  nor  to  have 
attended,  with  the  exception  of  two,  for  the  examination  of  their  books.  They  appear  to  have 
voted  the  collection  completed,  and  the  Vice-Guardians  seem  to  acquiesce  in  their  view.  I am, 
however,  by  no  means  prepared  to  concur  in  the  opinion  that  nothing  further  can  be  collected 
from  the  residue  of  the  present  rate,  and  have  urged  strongly  the  necessity  for  the  most  per- 
severing exertion  till  the  last  moment  of  transferring  the  arrear  to  the  new  rate  books. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  I feel  that  I should  not  faithfully  discharge  my  duty  to 
the  Commissioners  and  to  the  Union  if  I did  not  express  my  dissatisfaction  at  the  mode 
in  which  the  executive  duties  of  the  Union  are  at  present  performed,  and  the  conviction 
which  forces  itself  on  my  mind,  that  the  gentlemen  to  whom  those  duties  are  at  present 
entrusted  are  unable  to  contend  with  the  difficulties  which  the  management  of  such  a Union 
presents. 

I would,  therefore,  strongly  recommend  that  at  least  one  Vice-Guardian  be  appointed  to 
this  Union,  who,  by  the  exercise  of  judgment,  energy,  zeal  and  industry,  may  be  able 
efficiently  to  perform  the  executive  duties,  and  contend  with  the  peculiarly  difficult 
circumstances  of  the  Union,  arising  from  the  difficulty  of  the  collection  of  the  rates,  the 
extent  and  urgent  nature  of  the  destitution,  the  multiplicity  and  importunity  of  the  Union 
creditors,  the  advanced  stage  of  law  proceedings  against  the  Union,  the  absence  of  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  the  ex-Guardians  and  other  rate-payers,  and  the  impossibility  of 
procuring,  satisfactoiy  magisterial  adjudication  in  case  of  offences  under  the  Poor  Law. 

(170.  App.)  3g2  I beg 


Camc'k-on-'Shannnn 

Union. 
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I beg  to  impress  on  the  Commissioners,  that  I make  this  communication  under  an 
imperative  sense  of  duty  and  with  great  reluctance,  and  to  add,  that,  although  unequal,  in 
my  judgment,  to  contend  with  the  difficulties  which  this  Union  presents,  the  gentlemen 
referred  to  may  be  found  equal  to  the  management  of  a Union  in  ordinary  circumstances. 

I have,  &c. 

Edmd.  Wynne,  T„  P.L.  I, 


No.  22  302/40. 

’ 1 Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

.Sir,  ‘ April  11,  1840. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Report  of  the  3d  instant,  relating  to  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  in  which  you  suggest  the  propriety  of  removing  one  of  the 
Vice-Guardians  to  another  Union;  and,  in  reference  thereto,  I am  to  state,  that  the  Com- 
missioners will  hear  your  proposal  in  mind,  if  an  opportunity  should  occur  of  acting  upon  it. 
In  the  meantime,  they  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  direct  your  special  and 
continued  attention  to  the  progress  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

By  Order,  &c. 

To  Captain  Wynne,  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

&c.  &c. 


No.  24,680/48.  _ . _ _ . , 

„ , Board  Room,  Carrick-on-Shannon, 

Gentlemen,  April  14,  1840. 

I beg  leave  to  apply  for  leave  of  absence  for  four  or  five  days,  from  Friday  next,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  my  family  to  this  ; and  I will  request  Captain  Wynne  to  come  over 
early  and  attend  for  me  on  the  Monday  following,  with  which  I have  no  doubt  be  will 
comply. 

I came  down  here  at  a moment’s  warning,  and  have  since  my  arrival  assiduously  attended 
to  my  duties,  and  therefore  trust  you  will  be  pleased  to  accede  to  this  request. 

I have,  &c. 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  XI.  Mortimer. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  24,680/49. 

q.  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

r j-  . ,,  , ' . April  17,  1849. 

■ i d‘rfted,  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Pool 
in  Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant,  requesting 
leave  of  absence  to  enable  you  to  bring  your  family  to  Carrick-on-Shannon.  In  reply,  the 
Commissioners  regret  to  state,  that  as  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Camck-on- 
channon  Union  is  not  conducted  to  their  satisfaction,  they  have  under  consideration  the 
piopriety  of  making  a change  m the  arrangements  for  this  Union,  and  therefore  it  would  not 
be  advisable  for  you  to  remove  your  family  as  ypu  propose. 


R.  Mortimer,  Esq.,  Vice-Guardian, 
Carrick-on-Shannon. 


By  Order  of  the  Commissioners, 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  25  835/49. 

Gentlemen  Board  Room,  Carrick-on-Shannon, 

No1  »4  6«nt/iR4hr°v  t “lni™,eds,e  tlre,  Of  yonr  letter  of^Vljth  April  instant, 

TtR4n6i°  184°’  !lch’  jmust  confess>  has  filled  me  with  dismay  and  surprise. 

It  has  been  my  sole  study  to  acquire  a perfect  knowledge  of  my  duties,  not  only  from  the 

Z’J°7  “4  th-6  publlshed  ?Porte>but  «•  they  practically  appear Tnthe  dose 

obsei  vation  of  the  minutiae  of  the  working  of  the  system,  and  to  bring  to  their  discharge 

• alloSto  ree.Vlty’ attent,0n,  dlI,gcnce  and  2eal>  directed  by  the  moderate  share  of  intelligence 

. Jhe  many  improvements  in  the  workhouse,  in  its  classification  and  separation  of  classes 
m the  inspection,  receipt  and  issue  of  bread,  milk  and  other  articles,  the  returning  confidence 

thedredCuctio'n  fj' be’P=ftakfin  15  P«  cent-  under  the  price  of  last  hSf-year,  and 
the  l eduction  in  the  out-door  relief  from  7,307  to  5,271,  with  little  increased  pressure  in  the 
house,  exercising,  as  I hoped,  justice  and  humanity  to  the  destitute,  with  economy  to  the 
rate-payers,  had  led  me  to  think  that  my  efforts  had  not  only  been  the  proper  dSme  ot 

Z P " hbn  fcpffeCtTaL  TEV6n  ^ mai‘ked  faV°Ur  b6St0Wed  00 

^ T tInSpe?0r/,  ln  commim'cat|n?  to  me  all  his  instructions,  thereby 
implying  that  he  looked  to  rue  for  their  execution,  confirmed  the  misapprehension.  I trusted 

I was 
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I was  vising  progressively  in  your  estimation ; your  letter,  therefore,  conveyed  a censure  for 
which  I was  totally  unprepared. 

I have  more  at  issue  in  the  maintenance  of  office  than  its  mere  salary,  important  as  is  that 
consideration  ; my  character  as  a man  of  intelligence,  activity,  zeal  and  uprightness,  of  which 
my  friends,  and  I have  many  valuable  ones,  think  highly,  is  deeply  involved  ; and  if  it  be 
your  intention  to  dismiss  me,  or  remove  me  with  discredit,  I feel  myself  called  on  respect- 
fully to  implore  you,  by  that  sense  of  justice  and  good  feeling  to  which  no  person  has 
ever  appealed  in  vain,  before  you  arrive  at  a decision  which  would  consign  my  hopes  and 
prospects  to  poverty  and  disgrace,  to  send  down  an  Inspector  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
Union  ; to  compare  the  position  of  every  thing  on  the  1st  of  February  and  the  present  day ; 
to  inquire,  has  the  Union  retrograded ; and  report  lo  what  causes,  or  to  whose  default,  such 
can  fairly  be  ascribed. 

I will  feel  deeply  indebted  by  the  favour  of  an  early  reply.  My  own  feelings,  and  the 
opinion,  perhaps  too  partial,  of  my  friends,  had  led  me  to  anticipate  different  results ; and 
my  furniture  at  home  is  this  day  to  be  sold,  preparatory  to  a removal.  The  latter  your  letter 
of  the  17th  not  only  suspends,  but  fills  me  with  anxiety  such  as  I cannot  express. 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


I have,  Sic. 

Rod.  Mortimer. 


Copy  Minute  to  Mr.  Phelan. 

No.  25,835/49. 

„ Mr- PM™.  , ' April  28,  1849. 

ore  Mr.  Mortimer  s appeal  to  your  opinion  of  his  merits. 

The  District  Inspector,  Mr.  Flanagan,  being  absent,  perhaps  you  will  be  good  enough  to 
say  what  occurs  to  you  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Mortimer’s  capabilities. 


Copy  of  Mr.  Phelan’s  Observations. 

No.  25,835/49. 

I feel  much  difficulty  in  giving  an  opinion  in  this  case,  after  the  decided  one  given  by 
Captain  Wynne,  whose  opportunities  of  forming  one  are  so  ample,  and  whose  iutellioence  1 
know  to  be  considerable. 

Both  Vice-Guardians,  more  or  less,  accompanied  me  through  Ihe  houses,  and  auxiliary 
houses,  but  Mr.  Mortimer  more  than  Mr.  Robinson.  I perceived  no  want  of  intelligence, 
nor  of  an  acquaintance  with  the  several  matters  on  which  I had  to  speak  to  him,  in  Mr. 
Mortimer,  who  seemed  very  anxious,  I thought,  to  discharge  his  duties.  But  the  facts 
stated  in  the  evidence  taken  by  Captain  Wynne  show  that  he  had  not  in  that  respect  acted 
correctly  ; and  these  facts  are  stronger  than  any  opinion  I could  form  of  a favourable  nature. 
1 tlnnk  Mr.  Mortimer  has  quite  capacity  and  intelligence  enough— in  fact,  beyond  several 
Vice-Cuarchans  to  enable  him  to  understand  and  to  discharge  his  duties;  and  as  he  appears 
a person  of  active  habits,  I confess  I should  be  rather  surprised  if,  acting  with  a colleague  of 
adequate  capacity,  lie  should  be  found  unequal  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties.  And  I 
think  it  but  fan-  to  observe,  that  Mr.  Robinson  appeared  to  me  to  he  a person  whose  intel- 
lect and  personal  activity  did  not  seem  of  even  a tolerably  high  order;  in  fact,  I should  not 
consider  him  to  possess  the  necessary  energy  for  the  situation.  But  1 beg  to  state,  that  mv 
opportunity  for  judging  was  limited.  But  certainly  he  is  much  inferior  to  Mr.  Mortimer 
wiio  seemed  to  be  the  chief  man  of  business ; and  it  occurs  to  me  that  the  latter,  either 
elswehereorw.th  a more  active,  energetic  colleague,  would  be  fully  capable.  As  he  was 
more  with  me  than  Mr.  Robinson,  I gave  him  my  suggestions. 

30  April  1849.  p p 


No.  25,835/49. 

m • . c , . . P,00r  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  Mav  2,  1849. 

The  Comm, ss.oners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
t Aria'S  °.f  the  1B,th  ul‘™°>  Mating  to  the  intimation  contained 

I am  to  observe,  however,  that  every  Vice-Guardian  holds  his  office  subject  to  the  tram- 
ference  of  Ins  services  to  any  other  Union.  J 0 e irans 

By  Order,  &c. 


To  Rod.  Mortimer,  Esq., 
Vice-Guardian,  Carrick-on-Shannon. 


W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


(170.  App.) 
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No.  XI. 

No.  29,064/49. 

Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information 
report  on  the  state  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union.  . 

Havino-  made  a careful  and  minute  inspection  of  the  workhouse,  I found  it  clean  and 
neat.  The  essentials  are  attended  to,  and  employment  is  general  throughout  the  establish- 
ment : the  officers,  however,  express  their  dissatisfaction  at  the  want  of  attention  winch 
■ their  regulations  receive  from  the  Vice-Guardians.  It  is  also  obvious  that  a misunderstand- 
ing and°inutual  want  of  confidence  exist  between  the  Vice-Guardians,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
must  militate  against  the  interests  of  the  Union.  , 

The  workhouse  appears  rather  crowded,  and  there  is  a great  pressure  for  admission  tins 
day. 

Number  in  the  Wovkhouse  - 

„ Temporary  buildings 

„ Fever  shed  - - - ' 

„ Jamestown  Auxiliary 

„ Carrick-on-Shannon  Auxiliary  - 

„ Carrick  Auxiliary  School  - 

Total  on  In-door  Relief  - - - 2,020 


3,126 

28 

10 

300 

250 

100 


Boyle,  May  1,  1849. 
of  the  Commissioners,  the  following 


The  sanitary  state  of  the  establishment  continues  unaltered.  Fever  and  dysentery 
prevail  to  a considerable  extent. 


Number  in  hospital  - --  --  --  - 149 

Deaths  during  the  last  week  -------14 


There  has  been  one  birth  during  the  week. 

The  out-door  relief  list  has  not  undergone  any  material  change  during  the  past  week.  I 
fear,  however,  it  must  increase  very  considerably  for  some  time  to  come,  as  destitution 
appears  to  be  alarmingly  on  the  increase  in  the  Union.  The  resources  of  the  peasantry 
appear  to  be  completely  exhausted,  and  numbers  of  individuals  heretofore  considered  able- 
bodied  can  no  longer  be  looked  on  as  such. 

It  is  my  intention  to  make  an-  inspection  of  the  entire  Union,  and  to  report  the  exact 
condition  in  which  I find  the  people. 

The  progress  of  the  collection  for  the  week  has  been  very  unsatisfactory.  I have  urged 
the  Vice-Guardians  by  every  means  in  my  power  to  accelerate  the  striking  of  the  new  rate, 
and  I am  of  opinion  that  much  unnecessary  delay  has  already  taken  place.  I trust,  how- 
ever, that  they  will  now  use  more  exertion,  and  that  the  rate  may  be  in  collection  in  a fort- 
night from  this  day. 

1 have,  See., 

Edmd.  Wynne, 

W.  Stanley,  Esq.,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Secretary,  Poor  Law  Commission. 


No.  XII. 

No.  37,482/49. 

Sir,  Boyle,  June  6,  1849. 

I uAvis  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  the  following 
particulars  in  reference  to  the  state  and  management  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  for 
the  past  week. 

The  workhouse  and  auxiliaries  are  in  a very  satisfactory  state,  very  much  improved  in  all 
respects  ; they  contain  as  follows  : — 


Workhouse  - --  --  --  - - - 1,123 

Jamestown  Auxiliary  - - - - - - - - 500 

Carrick  Auxiliary  - --  --  --  --  250 

Carrick  School  - - - - - - - - 100 

Temporary  buildings  • - --  --  --  -16 

Fever  sheds  ----------  10 

Total  Number  on  In-door  Relief  - - - 1,999 


Number  of  sick  and  in  hospital  ------  17 

Died  during  the  week  -------  6 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  houses  is  decidedty  favourable.  We  have  few  deaths,  except  from 
chronic  diseases  and  exhaustion.  We  have  not  had  any  case  of  cholera  in  the  Union  ; the 
wonts  in  the  Union  have  been  well  cleansed,  and  appear  greatly  improved  by  the  operation. 

The 
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_ The  new  Fever  Hospital,  on  the  workhouse  grounds,  will  be  available  in  a few  days,  and 
the  Cholera  Hospital  will  be  completed  next  week,  and  will  be  an  excellent  establishment  for 
the  purpose. 

The  out-door  relief  has  increased  during  the  week  by  357,  and  now  amounts  to  7 704 
This  increase  is  principally  owing  to  the  evictions  which  are  daily  taking  place  in  this  Union' 
The  number  of  families  evicted  during  the  last  week,  as  appears  from  the  notices  served  on 
the  Relieving  Officers,  amounts  to  262,  comprising  about  950  individuals,  all  reported  bv 
the  Relieving  Officers  as  destitute,  and  likely  to  be  thrown  immediately  on  the  rates  The 
out-door  relief  list  must  therefore  necessarily  increase  from  this  cause,  as  well  as  from  the 
total  cessation  of  employment. 

There  has  not  been  any  collection  of  rates  up  to  Saturday  last ; the  Collectors,  whose 
appointments  have  been  sanctioned,  have  received  their  warrants,  and  I hope  to  be  able  on 
this  day  week  to  report  considerable  progress  in  the  collection. 

The  diaries  of  Relieving  Officers  have  been  submitted  to  me,  and  appear  satisfactory. 

I have,  &c. 


Wm.  Stanley,  Esq., 
Secretary  Poor  Law  Commission. 


Edmd.  Wynne, 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


1,054 

17 

492 

250 

100 

12 


No.  XIII. 

No.  39,364/49. 

t ^'r’  1 , ...  ' Boyle,  June  13,  1849. 

1 have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  the  following 
particulars  in  reference  to  the  state  and  management  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Onion  for 
tue  past  week. 

The  Workhouse  and  Auxiliaries  are  in  excellent  order,  and  contain— 

Workhouse 

Temporary  buildings  - 
Jamestown  Auxiliary 
Carrick  Auxiliary  - 
Carrick  Auxiliary  School  - 

Fever  sheds 

Total  on  In-door  Relief  j 925 

Number  in  hospital  - 10g 

Deaths  during  the  week  - j 

I consider  the  sauitary  state  of  the  establishment  very  .satisfactory. 

The  out-door  relief  list  has  increased  during  the  week  by  343  ; present  amount,  8 047 
atfr1S  *f,c^as®  has  bf.n  caus?<?  b-v  the  evictions  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Union' 
Ji  l t Iam,entable  condl.tlc;n  of  the  parties  evicted;  and,  considering  the  extent  to 
which  the  system  has  been  carried  and  the  circumstances  of  the  parties,  the  increase  is  less 
than  might  have  been  expected.  The  Relieving  Officers  are  discharging  their  duties  with  as 
much  ngidness  as  would  be,  m my  opinion,  compatible  with  safety  to  life 

The  collection  of  the  rate  is  in  partial  operation  only  ; no  return  has  been  furnished  up  to 
Satuiday  the  9th  instant  of  the  amount  collected.  * 


To  W.  Stanley,  Esq., 
Secretary,  Poor  Law  Commission. 


I have,  &c. 

Edmond  Wynne,  T.  P.  L.  I. 


No.  63,383/49. 


No.  XIV. 


Copy  Report  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  30  September  1849. 

cWofmy  offiuial  connexion  with  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  an, 

Sects “ S h 7 7 Tch  preC'ST  “ P°ssible  tb<*  *<ate  and  fetal, 
7°  Pf  S ’ d,  l therefore  for  the  past  week,  turned  my  attention  to  the  close  inspec 
tion  of  the  workhouses  and  auxiliary  houses  of  both  Unions,  and  have  visited  the  district  a 
gene!  ally  as  time  would  permit.  As  regards  the  workhouses  and  auxiliaries,  the  result  ha 
been  extremely  gratifying,  as  these  establishments  ore  (in  my  opinion)  capable  of  but  littl. 
nT  S “d  °C7'DS  7 fP“dit“re  ",iich  circumstances  of the  Unions  wo.de 

Mon  are  eo,,,  dto  ’ d,s“Pl,n®  ?nd  classification  are  strictly  observed ; cleanliness  and  vent! 
ami  L f 7hltlg  1 h.aTe  swe?;  thS  clothlnS  bedding  are  remarkably  good  ir 

Efej  sufficient  quantity.  The  dietary,  which  has  been  lately  improved  by  th< 
abnndanX  nrl  Tr?  b,r6ad".Is.Sood-  ««  -leans  of  industrial  employment  have  been 
dibon  nf'th.  U d-ed  of  a dfjcnption  not  involving  a heavy  outlay,  which  the  financial  con- 
fl70  A 6 Fm°nS  W°“  d "0t  Justlfy  the  Vice-Guardians  in  incurring.  Many  of  the 
' * *'  3 G 4 inmates 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 

New  Fever  Hospital. 


Out-door  relief  list. 


Workhouse. 


Sanitary  state  of  the 
establishment. 
Out-door  relief. 
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inmates  Lave  made  considerable  proficiency  in  acquiring  trades,  and  in  this  respect  I feel 
assured  that  much  good  has  been  effected.  The  school  department  has  undergone  con- 
siderable improvement,  and  contains  at  present  many  scholars,  male  and  female,  that  would 
do  credit  to  any  establishments  in  Ireland.  The  Carrick-on-Shannon  Workhouse  has  been 
much  improved  by  the  works  effected  from  time  to  time,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  good 
water  appears  now  to  be  ceriain. 

In  the  district,  although  the  state  of  the  population,  and  in  localities,  the  prospects  of  the 
collection  of  the  rates,  are  far  from  cheering,  yet  should  necessity  arise  for  extensive  relief,  l feel 
assured  that  the  existing  arrangements  will  obviate  many  of  the  difficulties  which  heretofore 
beset  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  in  these  Unions.  The  staff  will  be  found  efficient 
and  well  acquainted  with  their  duties.  The  difficulty  will  be  entirely  financial,  and  I should 
hope  confined  to  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


Copy  Report,  No.  1. 

No.  68,550/49. 

Sir,  October  24,  184!). 

In  compliance  with  the  desire  of  the  Commissioners,  conveyed  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the 
instant,/'  that  I should  report  on  the  state  of  the  Unions  placed  in  my  charge,  before 
the  termination  of  the  duties  of  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  1st  November  next;  ” I beg  now 
to  report,  for  their  information,  that  I have  minutely  inspected  the  workhouses,  and  their 
accounts,  of  both  Mohill  and  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  have  gleaned  as  much  personal 
information  as  the  short  period  of  my  arrival  would  admit,  and  proceed  to  the  detail,  com- 
mencing with  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


Finance. 

It  appears  that,  in  October  1848,  an  average  rate  was  made  of  3 s.  l|<f.  in  the  pound 
and  that  a considerable  portion  of  this  rate  was  not,  from  various  causes,  collected.  A 
Union  rate  of  3s.  lid.  was  made  in  May  last,  which,  together  with  the  arrears  of  the 
former  rate,  was  calculated  to  produce  a sum  of  13,400/.,  amply  sufficient  for  the  six 
mouths’  expenses,  and  to  pay  off  a portion  of  the  liabilities.  The  Vice-Guardians  inform 
me,  that  from  the  insolvent  state  of  many  of  the  immediate  lessors,  together  with  the  vast 
quantity  of  land  out  of  cultivation,  amounting  to  near  30,000  acres,  they  cannot  hope  to 
obtain  from  the  collectors  more  than  two-thirds  of  this  sum.  On  inspecting  the  collectors’ 
accounts,  their  weekly  lodgments  appeared  to  me  most  unsatisfactory;  and  having  su°-- 
gested  to  the  \ ice-Guardians  the  necessity  of  adopting  some  more  rigorous  stimulants  to 
greater  exertion  at  this  particular  period  of  the  year,  they  have  given  an  order  to  each  col- 
lector to  lodge  a certain  sum  weekly,  with  the  view  of  the  collection  being  finally  closed  bv 
the  first  or  second  week  of  December  at  farthest.  I trust  the  adoption  of  these  steps  will  be 
attended  with  the  desired  effect.  The  liabilities,  or  rather  debts  of  this  Union,  amount  to  about 
6,000/.,  and  the  outstanding  rate  to  about  7,800/.  at  this  date;  but  from  all  I have  learned 
and  observed,  I should  think  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  defer  the  making  of  a new  rate 
beyond  the  first  week  in  December.  Much,  however,  will  depend  on  the  amount  collected 
-within  the  next  month. 


Out-door  Relief. 

The  number  of  persons  receiving  out-door  relief,  by  the  returns  of  to-day,  appears  to  be 
•780  ; of  these,  the  Vice-Guavdiaus  assure  me,  the  greater  portion  consist  of  the  bedridden 
idiots,  blind,  and  those  subject  to  fits,  and  totally  unfit  for  workhouse  inmates.  They  have 
repeatedly  revised  these  classes,  and  are  of  opinion  there  are  none  outside  that  could  with 
propriety  be  transferred  to  the  workhouse.  They  have,  however,  adopted  my  suggestion 
■workliouse  ^ W ’°  e ° tleSe  partleS  ’ and»  wherever  prudent,  to  test  them  with  the 

As  far  as  the  able-bodied  are  concerned,  there  are  none  in  sickness,  consequently  none 
receiving  out-door  relief;  but  I am  sorry  to  add,  I see. little  prospect  of  this  class  obtaining 
.employment  during  the  approaching  winter,  and  we  may  therefore  anticipate  a great  demand 
for  relief  about  Christmas,  or  perhaps  at  an  earlier  period.  b 


Workhouse  Accommodation. 

The  workhouse accommodation  in  this  Union  is  very  good,  and,  should  it.  bo  found  neces- 

*erllT  C°”S'SlS  °f  the  mii“  h°“se’  with  additi0lral  WUing”.  to  con- 

2.  An  auxiliary  house  in  the  town,  to  contain  100. 

3.  An  auxiliary  house  at  Jamestown,  to  contain  500. 

4.  An  auxiliary  house  near  the  bridge,  to  contain  100. 

Making  ample  and  airy  accommodation  for  2,010  persons.  The  two  latter  are  closed  foe 
the  present,  but  are  kept  ready  for  occupation  at  a moment's  notice.  In  flie  mean  time^ 
considerable  saving  is  effected  by  the  discontinuance  of  a heavy  and  expensive  staff 

Notwithstanding  the  return  of  the  Jamestown  establishment  to  the  workhouse  there  are 
still  from  200  to  300  vacancies  in  it,  which  1 anticipate  will  prove  amply  sufficient  to  meet 
any  demand  for  relief  for  at  least  the  next  two  months.  1 J 
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I am  pleased  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  all  tlie  houses  are  in  an  excellent  state  of  cleanli-  Carrick-on-Shannon 
ness  and  good  order,  well  ventilated,  and  every  attention  paid  to  the  health  of  the  paupers.  Union. 

The  officers  of  the  workhouse  appear  to  be  generally  efficient  in  their  several  stations ; 

but  there  does  not  appear  that  unanimity  of  feeling  and  purpose  among  them  so  essential  to 
the  maintenance  of  good  discipline  in  the  house ; and  the  result  of  this  was  too  evident  on 
Monday  last,  when  a large  number  of  women  refused  to  eat  their  breakfast,  and  in  a most 
tumultuous  manner  forced  the  doors  and  quitted  the  house.  They  were  soon  brought  back 
by  the  police,  and  three  of  the  local  magistrates  having  inquired  into  the  circumstances, 
three  of  the  ringleaders,  tplio  had  excited  the  others,  were  committed  to  prison  to  be  tried 
at  next  Petty  Sessions.  Being  present  at  the  examination,  enough  of  the  hidden  truth  was 
elicited  to  convince  me  that  the  chief  cause  of  this  disorder  arose  from  this  want  of  una- 
nimity amongst  the  officers.  I,  therefore,  suggested  to  the  Vice-Guardians  the  necessity  of 
having  all  the  officers  of  the  house  before  them  at  once,  to  point  out  the  result  of  their  con- 
duct, and  to  admonish  them.  This  was  adopted,  and  I trust  will  have  a good  effect,  as,  since 
that  day,  there  is  an  evident  change  for  the  better. 

I have  entered  into  the  details  of  this  subject,  understanding  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
magistrates  to  address  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject. 

In  conclusion,  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  is  a subject  for  congratulation,  there 
being  very  few  sick,  and  the  deaths  averaging  two  per  week  for  some  time  past.  The 
country  is  also  particularly  healthy  ; and  the  temporary  fever  hospital  has,  by  the  consent 
of  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  been  closed,  although  they  desire  that  the  requisition  and 
the  medical  officer’s  appointment  should  continue  in  abeyance  for  some  time  longer. 

I have,  &c. 

To  William  Stanley,  Esq.,  Secretary,  P.  G.  Haymes,  T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 

& c.  2tc.  &c. 


No.  XV. 

No.  69,863/49. 

Gentlemen,  Clonteen,  Drumsna,  October  31,  1849. 

I have  to  represent  to  you  what  I consider  a most  monstrous  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union.  They  have,  in  the  Boyle  paper  of 
last  Saturday,  advertised  for  every  article  the  Union  Workhouse  can  want  during  tne  six 
months  to  come,  and  have  appointed  to  declare  the  contractors  this  day,  the  last  day  of 
their  remaining  in  office.  Such  an  outrage  has,  I think,  no  precedent;  and  it  is  the  worse 
when  it  is  notorious  that  Mr.  Robinson,  one  of  the  Vice- Guardians,  has  been  actually  pro- 
cessed for  a sum  he  received  by  gift  on  a former  contract. 

I do  trust  the  Commissioners  will  be  pleased  to  interpose  at  once,  and  prevent  our  being- 
plundered  in  this  manner,  and  the  new  Board  of  Guardians  fettered  in  all  their  acts  by  these 
two  displaced  stipendiaries.  They  have  hot  had  the  decency  to  advertise  in  the  town  of 
Carrick  for  tenders,  but  have  been  content  with  one  advertisement,  that  of  last  Saturday,  in 
the  Boyle  paper.  If  you  are  pleased  to  interfere  to-morrow,  the  contracts  cannot  be  fulfilled, 
and  it  is  a shame  they  should. 

I beg  to  enclose  their  advertisement;  and  hoping  you  will  excuse  this  hurried  note,  which 
I have  "not  time  to  make  longer, 

I have,  &c. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Poor  Laws,  Dublin.  West.mea.xh. 


No.  69,863. 49. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

My  Lord,  November  1,  1849. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the 
Poor  in  Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  youv  Lordship’s  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo, 
relating  to  certain  contracts  for  supplies  entered  into  by  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Carrick- 
on-Shannon  Union  on  the  31st  ultimo,  without  due  notice  for  tenders  having  been  given  by 
advertisement ; and  I am  to  state,  for  your  Lordship’s  information,  that  the  Commissioners 
have  drawn  the  special  attention  of  Captain  Haymes,  Inspector  of  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union,  to  the  circumstances  adverted  to  in  your  Lordship’s  letter  ; and  they  have  requested  a 
Report  from  him  on  this  subject,  as  likewise  regarding  the  circumstance  that  Mr.  Robinson, 
one  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  has  been  processed  for  the  amount  of  a gift  received  on  a contract. 

I have,  &c. 

To  the  Right  honourable  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

The  Marquess  of  Westmeath,  &c.  &c.  &c., 

Drumsna. 


(170.  App.) 


3 H 
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Canick-on-Shaimon  , 

Union.  No.  09,863/40. 

Sir,  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  November  1, 1849. 

I am  directed' by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  forward' to  yon  herewith  a copy  of  a communication  which  they  have  this  day- 
received  from  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  in  having  entered  into  contracts  for  supplies  for 
the  workhouse  for  the  next  six  months,  just  at  the  period  of  the  termination  of  their  office ; 
and  also  adverting  to  the  circumstance  that  Mr.  Robinson  has  been  processed  for  the 
amount  of  a gift'  received  on  a contract. 

I am,  at  the  same  time,  to  request  your  attention  to  the  92d  sect,  of  the  1 & 2 Viet.,  c.  50, 
and  to  the  19th  article  of  the  General  Regulations  of  the  Commissioners,  dated  5th  June 
1844 ; and  I-  am  to  observe,  that  if  the  tenders  for  the  supplies  for  which  the  Vice- 
Guardians  are  stated  to  have  made  contracts  on  the  31st  ultimo  were  not  advertised  for 
until  Saturday  last,  as  stated  in  Lord  Westmeath’s  letter,  all'  such  contracts  are  voidable 
under  the  92d  section. 

I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  proceed  to  Carrick-on-Shannon  at 
once,  and  inquire  and  report  fully  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject  of  these  contracts ; 
and  also  with  reference  to  the  alleged  receipt  of  a gift  on  account  of  a contract  imputed  to 
Mr.  Robinson. 

By  Order,  &o. 

To  Captain  Haymes,  8cc.  &c.  8rc,  W.  Stanley; 

Mohill.  Secretary. 


No.  70,515/49. 

Sir,  November  4,  1849. 

In  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  Commissioners,  contained  in  your  letter. 
No.  69,803,  that  I should  inquire  into  the  circumstances  complained  of  by  the  Marquess  of 
Westmeuth,  with  reference  to  alleged  illegal  proceedings  or  the  Vice-Guardians  of  this 
Union,  1 held  the  said  inquiry  yesterday,  the  3d  instant ; and  beg  to  report,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Comissioners,  as  follows  : 

It  appears  that  contracts  had  been  taken  on  the  15th  of  August  last  up  to  the 
1st  November;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  contractors  having  failed  to  perfect  their  bonds, 
notwithstanding  their  having  been  frequently  called  on  so  to  do  by  the  clerk,  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  on  the  26th  of  September  (as  appears  on  the  Minutes  of  that  date),  issued  the 
following  order  : “ That  the  clerk  do,  at  the  same  time,  advertise  for  all  other  articles  for 
which  the  necessary  bonds  and  contracts  have  not  been  entered  into.” 

On  examination  of  the  clerk,  he  states  that  in  consequence  of  his  attendance  at  the 
Ballinamore  Quarter  Sessions,  his  being  engaged  with  the  election,  and  other  pressing  duties,' 
he  omitted  sending  the  above  order  for  advertisement  until  the  24tli  day  of  October;  con- 
sequently it  only  appeared  in  the  three  papers  circulating  in  the  Union  on  the  26th  October; 
the  said  contracts  to  be  considered  on  the  3lst. 

By  the  Commissioners’  Regulations,  “ at  least  10  days’  notice  shall  be  given  in  the  news- 
papers circulating  in  the  Union,  for  all  contracts  to  be  entered  into.”  This  order  has  not 
been  complied  with ; consequently  the  said  contracts  become  null  and  void  ; and  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  the  new  Board  to  re-advertise  and  consider  the  tenders  at  the  proper  time. 

The  Vice-Guardians  were  totally  unaware  of  the  omission  of  the  clerk,  or  (as  they  state) 
they  would  not  have  opened  or  taken  one  of  the  tenders  on  the  31st.  I beg  also  to  add, 
that  I was  present  during  the  whole  day  that  the  tenders  were  so  opened  and  contracts 
declared ; was  on  several  occasions  referred  to  by  the  Vice-Guardians  as  to  pricos  and 
quality  of  the  various  articles ; and,  as  far  as  I could  observe,  every  thing  was  conducted  in 
the  most  equitable  and  methodical  manner. 

With  reference  to  the  charge  against  Mr.  Robinson,  he  stated,  on  his  honour  as  n 
gentleman,  “ that  he  never  received,  or  was  offered,  a gift  of  any  kind  or  nature  from  anv 
person  or  persons,  being  contractors  or  otherwise ; that  he  is  willing  to  make  oath  to  the 
above,  should  the  Commissioners  require  him  so  to  do,  and  is  perfectly  ready  to  rebut 
any  specific  charge  made  against  him;  but  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  notice,  in  any  other 
manner,  the  vague  and  unsubstantiated  charge  now  brought  against  him  by  the  Marquess 
of  Westmeath.” 

This  declaration  I considered  sufficient  from  Mr.  Robinson ; but  I thought  it  necessary 
to  ask  the  clerk  (on  oath)  if  he,  of  his  own  knowledge,  could  state,  whether  Mr.  Robinson 
had  ever,  received  anything  in  the  shape  of  a gift  from  any  person,  being  a contractor, 
either  m or  out  of  the  Union  ? His  answer  was, Certainly  not.” 

In  conclusion,  it  appears  the  proceedings  of  the  Vice-Guardians  were  perfectly  le^al, 
supposing  their  order  of  the  26th  September  had  been- carried  out  by  the  clerk;  and°  in 
mitigation  of  this  officer’s  neglect,  it  may  be  stated,  that  in  addition  to  the  duties  already 
enumerated,  he  was  also  much  engaged  in  preparing  his  accounts  for  the  approaching. audit. 

Lhave,.8tc„ 

To  William  Stanley,  Esq.  p.  G.  Haymes; 

Secretary.  T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 


No. 
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No.  70,515/49. 

My  Lord,  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  November  6 1849 

Thk  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have  had 
under  consideration  your  Lordship  s letter  of  the 31st  ultimo,  relating  to  the  conduct  of  “he 
late  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Camck-on-Shamion  Union,  in  having  entered  into  contorts  for 
supplies  for  the  workhouse  for  the  next  six  months,  without  due  notice  for  tenders  haviow 
been  given  by  advertisement,  in  pursuance  of  the  General  Regulations  ° 

The  Commissioners  have  also  had  before  them  a Report  which  tky  have  received  from 
their  Inspector  Captain  Haymes  on  the  subject,  from  which  it  appears  that  contracts  hS 
been  taken  on  the  15th  of  August  last  up  to  the  1st  instant ; and  tirat  the  greater  part  of  the 
contractors  having  faded  to  perfect  their  bonds,  notwithstanding  their  havinv  been  fieonend  v 
called  upon  to  do  so  by  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  the  Vice-Guardians,  on  Ihe “etto’f  Sen7 
tember,  issued  the : following  order;  v,2., That  the  clerk  do,  at  the  same  time,  advertise 
fato  ” °t  ler  arllCleS  for  W“lch  tIle  neceasal7  b°uds  tod  contracts  have  not  been  entered 

The  clerk  states,  oil  examination,  that  in  consequence  of  his  attendance  at  the  Ralllna- 
mote  Quarter  Sessions,  Ins  being  engaged  with  the  election  of  Guardians,  and  other 
pressing  duties,  he  omitted  sending  the  above  order  for  advertisement  until  the  24th  dav  of 

rto°v.Se.',U?.1!t  y ’!  <Sly  aPPearcd  ln  ‘be  newspapers  circulating  in  the  Union  on^he 
25th  of  October,  although  the  contracts  were  to  be  considered  on  the  31st 

Captain  Haymes  reports,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  were  totally  unaware  of  the  omission 
of  the  clerk;  but  it  is  clear,  that  the  lfifh  article  of  the  General  Regulations  has  not  been 
complied  with  m the  case  ot  the  contracts  referred  to  ; and  in  pursuance  of  the  M 
nuh'and'void  °°r  ^Ct’  t^e  Commissioners  have  directedPand  declared  the  contracts 


The  most  Honourable 
the  Marquess  of  Westmeath,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Drumsna. 


I have,  &c. 

W.  Stanley, 

Secretary. 


Carrick-on-Shannon 


Ho.  70,515/49. 

T i ,,  n . P.oor  ba'v  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  November  6,  1849. 

iJutS  r f 5 d bT  f Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Iieland  to  acknowledge  the  recapt  of  your  Report  of  the  4th  instant,  relating  to  contracts 
™ (',nt0rtby  ‘he  ‘ate  T'«-G“rtditos  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  faud  l aS  to 
express  the  Commissioners  thanks  for  your  Report. 

„iam{a?tJle,S,a“,eti”e-t0  obse,.n-e>  “at  you  have  not  reported  what  the  circumstances 
were  winch  led  to  tile  statement  of  Lord  Westmeath  regarding  Mr.  Robinson  individually  ■ 
poiht.  t0  te’ that  thli  ComiHlssloners  "dll  be  obliged  by  being  further  informed  on  this 
By  Order  &c 

To  Captain  Haymes,  R.  N.,  &c.  &c.  ’ ' W.  Staxley, 

Carrick-on-Shannon.  c.  , 

secretary. 


No.  70,515/49. 

T u +i  n .^?01'  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  November  f»,  1849. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 

Untef  It  tto'^rmi  mf°m’afi0“  °f  ‘he  Br'  °f  Ga“'iaM  of  the  Oartlk-otsLimoi; 

Union,  that  the  Commissioners  having  received  a complaint  that  contracts  for  supplies  for 
the  workhouse  for  the  next  six  months  have  been  entered  into  by  the  Vice-Guardians  iust 
riven6  hv  ’ol  ° ft  le  ter“matl0n  of  tbeir  0®^,  without  due  notice7  for  tenders  having  ’been 
adverhsement,  m pursuance  of  the  General  Regulations,  the  Commissioners  fn- 
InSpeCt°f>  Captam  HaXmes> t0  squire  and  report  to  them  on  the  subject 
The  Commissioners  have  now  received  Captain  Haymes’  Report,  from  which  it  amiears 
beeu  taken  on  the  15th  of  August  last  up  to  the  1st  instant:  but  that  the 
J I'  T'^T  haV'Ug  ,faiJed, t0  perfect  their  bonds>  notwithstanding  ffieir 
Raving  been  frequently  called  upon  to  do  so  by  the  clerk  of  the  Union  the  Vice-Gn'mlian* 
onffie_6th  °f  September,  issued  the  following  order;  viz.  ’ * 

' That  the  Clerk  do,  at  the  same  time,  advertise  for  all  other  articles  for  which  the 
necessary  bouds  and  contracts  have  not  been  entered  into.” 

I he  clerk  states,  that  in  consequence  of  his  attendance  at  the  Ballinamore  OuarLcr 

oSdStonLndmtLenSged  W!Jh  ?e  e!fCti?-n  °f  Guardians>  and  other  pressing  duties,  lie 
Quentlv  it i ■ *<?rder  f°r  advei'tlsem,ent  nntil  the  24th  day  of  October;  couse- 
quenriy  it  only  appeared  m the  newspapers  circulating  in  the  Union  on  the  25th  of  October 
although  the  contracts  were  to  be  considered  on  the  31st  October  Uctobe., 

leslthan  10T™'  “(‘u'  Gom™"er?  °f  5*  June  1844,  it  is  provided,  that  not 

connote  5“  bdeTn,S  “nl  ^dteSX  A^fiS  ^ 

(170.  App.)  3 h 2 It 
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Canick-on- Shannon  It  is  clear  that  the  19th  article  of  the  General  Regulations  has  not  been  complied  with  in 

Union-  the  case  of  the  contracts  above  referred  to  ; and  in  pursuance  of  the  92d  section  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Act,  the  Commissioners  hereby  direct  and  declare  the  said  contracts  null  and 
void,  on  the  grounds  that  they  have  not  been  made  in  conformity  with  the  Regulations  of 
the  Commissioners. 

I have,  &c. 

To  the  Presiding  Chairman  W.  Stanley, 

of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union.  Secretary. 


(No.  7.) 

No.  71,480/49. 

Sir,  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  November  8,  1849. 

In  reply  to  your  letter.  No.  70,515,  requesting  me  to  inform  the  Commissioners  of  the 
circumstances  which  led  to  the  statement  of  Lord  Westmeath,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Robinson, 
I beg  to  state, 

That  I conceived  it  best  to  call  on  Mr.  Robinson,  by  letter,  to  give  me  such  information 
as  lay  in  his  power  on  the  subject ; and  I now  beg  leave  to  transmit  his  letter  of  explanation. 

I do  not  deem  it  my  duty  to  notice  to  the  Commissioners  the  various  idle  rumours  current 
in  the  town  with  reference  to  Mr.  Robinson  being  in  debt;  these,  if  true,  are  of  a private 
nature,  and  beyond  the  scope  of  my  duties  to  inquire  into;  but  I have  heard  of  nothing  of 
a public  nature  that  could  be  made  a substantial  charge  against  Mr.  Robinson,  in  liis  quality 
of  Vice-Guardian.  J 

If  there  exist  grounds  for  any  such  charges,  I can  onlv  say  they  have  not  been  made  to 
me,  or  I should  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  have  immediately  inquired  into  them. 

I have,  &c. 

To  William  Stanley, Esq.,  P'  t’Tl” Inspector, 

secretary,  &c.  &c.  etc. 


No.  71,480/49. 

Dear  Sir,  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  November  7, 1849. 

Your  favour  of  thismommg,  with  reference  to  the  insinuations  of  theMarquess  of  Westmeath, 
1 have  received,  and  herewith  forward  the  only  papers  that  will  explain  the  matter.  I am  not 
aware  of  anything  else  that  could  have  given  rise  to  his  Lordship’s  imputations. 

Mrs.  Robinson,  as  it  will  appear  by  the  bills  marked(A.)and(B.),  purchased,  in  the  months 
ot  March  and  April  last,  bacon  from  a person  of  the  name  of  Owen  M'Cann,  of  Drumkeeran : 
and  during  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Robinson,  about  a month  back,  in  Dublin,  Mr.  M'Cann 
called  for  payment,  4 1 13  s.  8 d. ; my  not  being  aware  of  more  than  the  bill  marked  (A.), 
3 l.  10  s.,  being  due  stated  that  Mrs  Robinson  was  from  home,  and  would  be  back  in  a few 
days,  and  then  would  settle ; to  winch  he  appeared  perfectly  satisfied  ; but  to  my  astonish- 
ment received  a process  for  the  amount  on  the  following  day,  which  I immediately  paid. 

to  Sde^gs  oK  aobtaooan.n°‘  F°P°Sed  *"  " thU  U"i0n 

I am,  &c. 

To  Captain  P.  G.  Haymes,  R.  N.  . p 

T.  P.  L.  Inspector.  RtCHAKD  Eoeisson. 


No.  71,480/49. 

J.  Robeson,  Esq. 


(A.) 


140  lbs.  bacon,  at  6 d. 


Drumkerin,  April  7,  1849. 

Bought  of  O.  M'Cann, 

- £.3.  10  s. 


No.  71,480/49.  ^ -p.  , . , 

Drumkerin,  March  1,  1849. 

Robeson,  Esq., 

Bought  of  Owen  M'Cann, 

40  lbs.  ham,  at  6 d.  per  lb.  - - - £ l - _ 

11  „ cheeks  „ 4 d.  - - _ _ ’ _ 3 ~ 


£.1  3 8 


No.  XVI. 
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No.  XVI. 

Circular,  23  August  1849. 

No.  542 — M/49. — Miscellaneous.) 

t .v  . . P°°r  Law  Commission  Office  Dublin,  August  23,  1S49. 

1 am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Destitute 
in  Ireland  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  a copy  of  a Minute 
of  the  Commissioners  of  21st  instant,  to  which  your  attention  is  requested. 

By  Order  of  the  Commissioners, 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


MINUTE. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  August  21,  1849. 

The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  following  matters 

1.  The  abundant  employment  likely  soon  to  be  afforded  generally  to  the  labouring 

class  by  harvest  operations ; 0 

2.  The  Sealed  Orders  still  outstanding  under  the  2d  Section  of  the  Poor  Belief 
lixtension  Act; 

Guarffians^tS  ^ ^n‘0ns  are  at  present  under  the  management  of  Vice- 

collection  *after  harvest *°  m preparation  in  those  Unions,  for  prompt 

J*  2?e  ?rkh°uses  and  buildings  now  used  as  additional  workhouses  in  those  Unions  • 
,,  6:  Tw  d!sc?ntmuance  of  tl’e  services  of  Vice-Guardians,  which  will  take  place  on 
the  1st  November  next ; " 

Mnute--00'11  direCtCl  ‘he  f0,k>wi"S  Etalement  °,f  tIl8ir  ™ws  to  be  recorded  on  the 

That.m  the  few  Unions  in  which  relief  is  now  given  to  any  class  of  able-bodied  persons 
out  of  the  workhouse,  such  relief  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  discontinued  from  and  after  the 
31st  instant. 

That,  during  the  interval  which  may  elapse  before  the  discontinuance  of  the  services  of 
Vice-Guardians  they  ought  to  avail  themselves  of  the  diminished  pressure  of  distress,  and 
teke  every  practicable  step  for  restoring  the  management  of  the  Unions  to  their  respective 
Boards  of  Guardians,  m a condition  favourable  to  the  success  of  the  future  administration 
of  relief,  especially  with  the  view  of  improving  the  state  of  the  finances ; and,  secondly  of 
obviating,  as  far  as  may  lie  m their  power,  all  necessity  for  resuming  hereafter  the  practice 
of  relieving  able-bodied  persons  out  of  the  workhouse.  ^ 

Keeping  these  points  in  view,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to  make  and  collect 
with  all  convenient  despatch,  snob  rates  as  they  may  find  necessary  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  m the  Union,  and  as  they  may  consider  there  is  a reason- 
able  prospect  of  collecting  promptly  after  harvest. 

They  should  likewise  apply  themselves  to  the  consideration  of  the  existing  workhouse 
arrangements,  both  as  regards  the  mam  workhouse  and  the  auxiliary  buildings  used  as 
additional  workhouses.  Tie  disadvantages  felt  in  reference  to  the  hitter  have  been  their 
inappropnateness,  generally  to  the  purposes  of  discipline  and  classification,  and  the  expense 
of  maintaining  such  establishments  separately  from  the  main  workhouse.  It  appears  to  the 
Commissioners  that  the  Vice-G uardrans  should  apply  themselves,  at  this  season,  to  remedy 
these  disadvantages  as  far  as  practicable.  It  is  of  essential  importance,  on  the  one  band 
that  the  Boards  of  Guardians  should  have  at  their  disposal  as  much  workhouse  accommo- 
dation as  can  be  obtained  without  too  great  a sacrifice  in  establishment  charges ; while  at 
t he  same  time  it  is  clear,  that  the  value  of  such  accommodation  will  altogether  depend  on 
the  character  of  the  arrangements  and  that  if  the  latter  are  not  such  as  to  insure  the  pre- 
servation of  order  and  discipline,  the  occupation  of  the  buildings  used  as  additional  work- 
houses  will  tend  only  to  an  increase  of  expenditure,  and  not  to  an  efficient  administration  of 

It  is  further  essential  to  the  future  success  of  the  administration  of  the  law  that  the 
workhouses  should  be  restored  to  the  management  of  the  respective  Boards  of  Guardians 

!wCl1  * S*lte  I*  'll!,1  e?aMe  t?em  t0.use.tbe  test  °f  admission  to  the  workhouse  without 
danger  to  the  health  of  any  class  of  recipients  of  relief;  and  with  this  view,  the  Vice- 
Guardians  should  take  advantage  of  the  present  season  to  have  every  building  in  succession 
thoiougMy  cleansed  and  purified,  the  necessary  whitewashing  done,  the  cesspools  emptied, 
ana  all  the  pumps,  sewers,  and  drams  placed  m good  working  order  1 

.At?  d?fects,  "p  e*iatinS  “ the  raeans  <>f  ventilation  should  likewise  be  remedied. 

Tl «r>».s™‘0ntas  a sanitary  precaution,  is  the  provision  beforehand  of 
X?e“‘  stfckB,  °f  beddmS  and  olotb'»S  .to  any  sudden  pressure  of  applications  for 
relief  and  to  obviate  the  practice  sometimes  caused  by  the  want  of  such  preparation  of 
permitting  newly  admitted  inmates  to  remain  for  a time  in  their  own  clothing  P ? * 

(170.  App.)  3 h 3 0 t* 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 
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Cartiok-on^Shannon 

Union. 


It  is  extremely  desirable  that  any  steps  which  may  still  be  wanting  to  perfect  the  arranee- 
ments  for  the  industrial  employment  of  the  several  classes  of  inmates,  should  be  taken  before 
the  vice-Guardians  leave  office. 


Ordered,— That  a copy  of  the  above  Minute  be  sent  to  the  Inspectors  and  Vice-Guardians 
of  the  Unions  at  present  under  the  management  of  Vice-Guardians. 


No.  XVII. 


To  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon. 

No.  30,867/49. 

Gentlemen, 

I propose  to  collect  the  poor-rates  of  the  Electoral  Division  of  Kilmore  at  one  shilling 
in  the  pound  sterling,  and  I offer  as  my  securities  John  Reynolds  Peyton  and  Gilbert  IIo™ 
esquires. 

Lawncelot  Lawder, 

24  J anuary  1849.  High  Constable  of  the  Barony  of  Leitrim. 


The  Vice-Guardians,  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

No.  35,093/49. 

Gentlemen,  Soulmount,  May  4,  1849 

. * propose  to  collect  the  poor-rate  m the  Electoral  Division  of  Killukin,  at  the  sum  of 
eight  pence  m the  pound,  and  I propose  Messrs.  Mark  M'Dermott,  of  Boyle,  and  Terence 
M Dermott,  of  Souluiount,  both  m the  county  of  Roscommon,  as  my  sureties,  who  have 
each  affixed  their  names  at  foot  in  their  own  handwriting ; and  I will,  d urine-  the  neriorl 
of  my  collection,  conform  to  all  general  orders  of  the  Commissioners.  1 

Michael  M ‘Dermott. 

thf,  unsigned,  consent  to  become  the  sureties  of  the  above-named  Michael 
M Dermott,  and  we  will  perfect  the  necessary  bond  of  security  when  called  on. 

Mark  P.  M'Dermott. 
Terence  M‘Dermott. 


No.  30,867/49. 

T n , . ,,  . ..  . „ Clonteen,  Drumsna,  May  11.  1849. 

46  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Commissioners 

You  are  aware  a new  rate  of  8s.  6 jd  has  been  struck  in  the  Union  of  Carrick-on- 
Shannon.  There  is  an  arrear,  I believe  I am  correct  in  stating,  of  rate  in  tbe  Union 
amounting  to  about,  or  rather  exceeding,  7,000 1.  This  considerino-  o e u 111011 

made  last  November,  and  the  pace  at  whfch  out-door  relief  is  going  oS,  and  that  th£ “coiX 
cess  will  soon  have  to  be  collected,  will  bring  many  solvent  persons  to  sucliT.toto Z X 
be  unable  to  use  their  lands.  On  this  subject  we  kali  no *dffi £ve t£  Lai reL,s  of 
the authorities;  but  there  is  a circumstance  which  lam  sure  will  claim  and  obffihrir 
serious  attention.  I send  a copy  of  a proposal  which  was  spnt  in  eir 

for  the  collection  of  the  rafcfn  the  Divlton  rf  Kilmore  Mr  Lawlr  wh 
is  the  High  Constable  of  the  Barony  of  Leitrim ; his  securities  are  of  the  10 
able  class  Well,  lus  proposal  was  put  aside and,  although  borne  down  nl  “““P* 
taxation,  the  collection  has  been  capriciously  given  to  a°Mr  Shaw  -it  i,  m ai^/rW1T1 
lanvt  cr  is  already  in  the  collection  of  three  othkllertonil Divisiens  S’  10  i I n 1 V 
and  has  a staff  of  40  assistants  in  the  duties,  &c.  It  is  not  nossihle  °+W 
sioners  shall  not  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  make  the  autLre  of^heS  ‘6  Comm'B- 
aecountable.  The  wantonness  of  it  will  be  the  more  aCrS if  tL  -epS  se™;,a 

so  good  as  to  refer  to  the  documents,  and  they  will  seePthat  in  tlw>  f V1°mPlssl?ners  will  be 
there  is  a guarantee  for  a proportionate  dimluS  7 rS ' and  S trSe^thf  eo  ,”7“ 
owing  to  the  amount  of  rates  payable  by  the  persons  named  “ 111  the  collection, 

Lord  Westmeath.  John  Conry. 

Sir  Gilbert  King.  Fraecis  whldron. 

Bernard  O Beime.  Mrs.  Ahmuty, 

Gilbert  Hogg.  and  otlla/' 

I do  hope  and  trust  that  as  this  gross  and  corrupt  act,  which  I take  it  to  h.  • v , . 
under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners,  that  thev  will  in  fth-  due  1 beb  15 

payers,  give  them  some  better  security  than  the  continuance  of  °?ns,deratl™  *■>  rate- 
over  their  affairs  for  the  future.  continuance  of  the  same  administration 


To  the  Secretary  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 


I am,  &c. 

Westmeath. 


No. 
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No.  30,867/49. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,. 
My  Lord,  May  12,  1849. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship’s  letter  of  the  llth  instant,  and  I am 
to  state  the  subject  of  your  Lordship’s  communication  will  receive  the  Commissioners’ 
attention. 

I have,  &c. 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


To  the  Most  Noble  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath, 
Clqnteen,  Drumsna. 


W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  30,867/49. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Gentlemen,  May  12,  1849. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Law  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Ireland  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a copy  of  a communication  which  the  Commissioners 
have  received  from  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath,  relating  to  the  appointment  of  collectors 
of  poor-rate  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union;  and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the 


I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  your  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  73d  section  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  which  constitutes  the  collectors  of  county  cess,  collectors  of 
poor-rate  for  the  districts  in  which  they  collect  the  county  cess,  provided  that  they  are 
approved  by  the  Commissioners,  and  give  such  security  and  accept  such  remuneration  as 
the  Commissioners  approve. 

You  will  also  be  good  enough  to  state  the  manner  in  which  you  proceeded  to  obtain 
tenders  and  appoint  collectors  anew  for  the  new  rate. 

By  Order,  &c. 


To  the  Yice-Guardians,  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  32,245/49. 

Gentlemen,  Carrick-on-Shannon,  May  15,  3849. 

We  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  12th  instant,  marked  30,867/49, 
with  reference  to  the  accompanying  copy  of  a letter  from  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath, 
complaining  of  the  non-appointment  of  Mr.  Lawder  as  rate-collector  to  the  division  of 
Kilmore,  and  requiring  to  be  informed  as  to  the  mode  of  our  proceedings  to  obtain  tenders; 
also  of  appointing  collectors  anew  for  the  new  rate. 

With  respect  to  the  foregoing  appointments,  we  ordered  advertisements  to  be  inserted  in 
the  “ Dublin  Advertiser”  and  the  local  papers ; likewise  hand-bills  to  be  circulated  through 
out  the  Union,  inviting  tenders  for  the  office  of  rate-collectors  for  the  entire  Union ; giving 
14  days’  clear  notice ; but,  in  order  to  have  the  assistance  of  Captain  E.  Wynne,  T.I.,  we 
adjourned  the  consideration  of  the  appointments  one  week  further.  On  the  day  of  our 
considering  the  several  tenders,  each  applicant’s  name,  the  amount  of  poundage,  and  his 
securities,  were  then  all  entered  on  a form,  and  made  out  for  the  purpose ; they  were 
severally  scrutinized  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Wynne ; we  had  each  applicant  before  us. 

With  respect  to  our  not  appointing  Mr.  Lawder  to  the  Kilmore  division,  Mr.  Lawder  was 
not  desirous  of  undertaking  (although  tendering  for  many  divisions  of  the  Union)  more 
than  he  was  able  to  collect,  having  given  him  two  large  divisions,  viz.,  Kishcarrigan  and 
Carrick-on-Shannon  • and,  as  Mr.  Shaw  so  very  well  collected  the  rate  in  his  former  divi- 
sions, of  which  Kilmore  was  one  of  them,  not  leaving  uncollected  any  one  sum  available  on 
the  closest  scrutiny  of  his  books,  we  deemed  it  but  justice  to  give  him  his  former  collection 
on  his  reduced  tender. 

We  regret  to  say  that  on  this  morning  Mr.  Lawder  has  had  a sudden  fit  of  apoplexy, 
but  at  the  moment  of  writing  is  something  better. 

We  have,  &c. 

For  Yice-Guardians, 

Richard  Robinson. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  Dublin. 


No.  35,093/49. 

Gentlemen, 

Take  notice,  That  as  a rate-payer  of  tlie  Killukin  Electoral  Division,  in  the  Carrick'-oh- 
Shannon.Union,  I intend,  after  the  expiration  of  21  days  from  the  date  hereof,  tb  have  you 
summoned  before  the  magistrates  presiding  at  the  Petty  Sessions  Court  of  Carrick-on- 
Shannon,  according  to  the  101st  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Act,  foT  your  having 'on  the  seventh 
(170.  App.)  3 H 4 day 
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CaxTick-on-Shunncu  day  of  this  month,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Poor  Law  Act,  and  the  dutv  or 
' trust  imposed  on  you  as  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  wil- 
fully wasted  and  misapplied  the  money  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  in  giving  to 
favourite  collectors  of  the  poor-rates  far  more  than  resident  competent  persons  offered  to 
collect  the  rates  for,  whose  competency  and  security  is,  indisputable,  as  their  tenders  will 

Dated  this  16th  day  of  May  1849.  James  HlUi. 

To  Richard  Robinson,  f Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the 
Rodolphus  Mortimer,  I Carrick-on-Shannon  Union, 
l and  ail  others  concerned. 


No.  33,411/49. 

Sir>  . . „ Clonteen,  Drumsna,  May  19,  1849. 

1 deg  leave  to  state,  for  the  Commissioners  information,  that  in  mercy  to  the  rate-payers 
of  the  Carrick-on-Shaunon  Union,  an  immediate  investigation  is  due  into  the  causes  of  the 
arrears  due  of  the  last  and  former  rates ; and  that  defaulting  collectors  may  he  brought  to 
account  upon  their  securities,  considering  that  a new  rate  of  3 s.  6 & cl.  has  been  struck6  As 
long  as  the  Commissioners  permit  the  reckless  conduct  of  Captain  Wynne  to  go  oil  unchecked 
rum  and  despair  must  prevail.  » 

I have  already  been  the  accuser  of  his  maladministration;  for  I suppose  it  is  upon  him  as 
Inspector  the  responsibility  rests.  A Mr.  McDermott’s  proposal  to  collect  the  rate  in  the 
division  of  Lillaguin  at  9 d.  in  the  pound  was  rejected,  although  I am  informed  he  was  so 
solvent  as  to  propose  to  lodge  the  amount  of  the  rate  in  the  bank  at  Boyle  as  his  security 
and  the  collection  was  given  to  another  at  a much  higher  rate. 

Anotlm-  Mr.M'Deimott's  proposal,  at  si.  or  10°d.,  was 'rejected,  as  a security  for  a 
Mi.  Flanagan,  and  the  collection  was  given  to  a Mr.  Hall  at  a much  higher  rate.  ^ 
iliere  is  a great  dissatisfaction  at  the  names  of  the  defaulters  not  being  printed  and  pub- 
lished, as  long  as  Captain  Wynne  lias  tbe  absolute  disposal  of  the  property  of  the  country 
unchecked  and  unpunished.  If  what  I have  accused  him  of  be  true,  a ferment  will  brew 
results  ^ftheh^delay  or  fm-bearance. W^lcE  1 “ Sure  Commissioners  will  deplore  as  the 

To  the  Secretai-y  to  the  P oor  Law  Commissioners.  ^Westmeath 


Cory  Observations  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  May  19,  1849. 

Sra™men  of  tWs  complaint  appears  to  be,  that  « strangers  have  been  appointed  in 
preference  to  cess-payers;  that  the  lowest  tender  was  not  accepted  and  that5  Is  fid 

ntTZasgir:a  hr  E1,ectoral  Divi8i°nsi”  four  of 

and  loui  aie  residents,  but  only  one  a cess-payer  (viz  Mr  Lawdpv'i  T ^ i ? 

or  efflrcyV-  ^ « 

en  6 ‘°f  a re  a ^^Tirl  w^<^r'VopuiionSinwas  mrt  ^hiiiulat-1 

ment  of  two  collectors  unconnected  with  the  Union:  paymentkor  the  snm  f<Vtf  'W0'”4: 

rSt& 

glared  to  furnish  to  L • 

5/19/49. 


E.  W. 


Con  Omekvatiohs  of  Captain  Wmb,  dated  May  19,  1849. 

No.  32,245/49. 

do- 
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do  in  Kilmore  Electoral  Division,  which  is  not  only  out  of  his  barony,  but  out  of  the  conntv  • I 
nor  do  I conceive  that  the  Act  gives  him  any  claim,  under  the  circumstances  But  hide’ 
pendently  of  this  reason  for  Mr.  bhaw’s  appointment,  I conceive  that  lie  has  discharged  his 
duties  for  the  last  19  months  with  such  perfect  satisfaction  to  me  and  to  the  four  gentlemen 
who  have  acted  during  that  period  ns  Vice-Guardians,  that  I should  not  have  considered 
myself  justifiable  in  recommending  the  rejection  of  his  tender,  even  though  his  terms  were 
higher  than  is.  6 a.  m the  pound,  which  I do  not  consider  excessive.  It  will  be  found  that 
the  uncollected  portion  of  the  two  last  rates  in  Mr.  Shaw’s  district  does  not  amount  to  2 cl 
m the  pound,  and  I believe  I may  state  that  not  a single  complaint  of  his  having  unneces- 
sarily harassed  the  rate-payers  has  been  made  to  the  Commissioners. 

His  Lordship’s  information  appears  to  be  extremely  erroneous.  lie  states  the  arrears  of 
uncollected  rates  at  about,  or  rather  exceeding,  7,000  l whereas  the  ostensible  amount  is 
4,72o  /.  11  s.  Ill  d.,  the  real  amount  (after  deducting  rates  and  arrears  for  five  years  on 
property  exempted  by  the  law,  rate  and  arrears  on  property  in  houses  which  have  long  since 
ceased  to  exist,  and  other  sums  which  must  be  declared  uncollectable)  being  about  2 400 1 
70  per  cent,  of  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  solicitor  of  the  Union.  Mr  Lawder’is  not 
already  m the  collection  of  three  Electoral  Divisions,  at  10  <7.  in  the  pound,”  nor  has  he 
astaff  of  40  assistants,  as  stated  by  his  Lordship.  I do  not  exactly  know  the  documents 
referred  to  by  his  Lordship,  but  ,f  they  be  the  tenders  for  poor-rate  collectors,  the  names  in 
U1  hlS  f°J;dslllP  f 3f“er.  do  not  appear  in  those'  documents,  with  the  exception 
of  Gilbert  Hogg  and  Bernard  O’Beirne.  I trust  I may  he  permitted  to  treat  the  last  para- 
graph  of  his  Lordship  s letter,  in  which  he  uses  the  words  “ this  gross  and  corrupt  act,  which 
I take  it  to  be,  as  I conceive  it  deserves.  The  amount  of  Mr.  Shaw’s  poundage,  as  recom- 
mended  by  a resolution  of  the  Elected  Board  on  the  1st  of  January  1848,  was  2 s (i  d • on 
the  following  September,  on  the  striking  of  a new  rate,  it  was  reduced  to  2 s.:  and  bis ’last 
tender  for  the  new  rate  is  is.  6d. 

5/19/49.  E.W. 


No.  33,411/49. 

tvt  r , Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

My  Lord  Marquess  M„  so,  1849. 

. * AM  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
m Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship’s  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  in  which 
you  complain ithat  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  rejected  the  tender 
ot  a Mr.  M Dermott  to  collect  poor-rates  in  the  Union,  and  appointed  a Mr  Hal]  at  a 
higher  rate  of  remuneration  than  required  by  Mr.  M'Dermott ; and  I am  to  inform’ your 
Loidship  that  tile  Commissioners  have  received  several  statements  on  the  subject  of  the 
appointments  of  collectors  recently  made,  and  they  are  still  in  communication  with  the 
Vice-Guardians  and  temporary  Inspector  of  the  Union  on  the  subject. 


To  the  Most  Noble  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath, 
&c.  &c.  &c.,  Clonteen,  Drumsna. 


I have,  &c. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  33,411/49. 

r,  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin. 

Gentlemen,  May  26,  1849. 

1 am  directed  by  the  Comnnss.oners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  inform  you,  that  they  have  received  a communication  from  the  Marquess  of  West 
meatb,  u,  which  he  states  that  a Mr.  M-Dcrmott  offered  to  collect  poor-rates  in  the 
Killavum  Electoral  Division  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  for  a sum  of  Hi  n t Z 
pound  on  the  amount  collected  but  that  you  rejected  the  tender,  and  selected  another 
person  as  collector,  at  a much  higher  rate  of  remuneration  than  that  asked  by  Mr.  M'Dar- 
mott  His  Lordship  also  states,  that  he  has  been  informed  that  Mr.  M'Dermott  offered  as 
secunty  for  the  collection  oi  the  rate  to  deposit  a sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  rate 
m Bank  o the  credit  of  he  Union.  The  Marquess  of  Westmeath  further  states,  that  thera 
'if  publlsKd  fe  1 t Ie  “ameS  °f  detolti“S  lalc-payers  have  not  been  printed 

The  Commissioners  have  directed  me  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  furnish 
tliena  with  a report  by  return  of  post  on  these  subjects  ; and  I am  to  inform  you,  that  o 
receipt  of  your  answer,  the  Commissioners  will  communicate  to  you  their  views  rerardin" 
each  of  the  persons  whose  appointments  as  poor-rate  collectors  have  been  complained  of  3 


To  the  Vice-Guardians 
of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


By  Order,  &c. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


(170.  App.) 


3 I 


No. 


rick-on-Shanuo* 

Union. 
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Cam  ek  - on-  Shannon 
Union. 


No.  35,093/49. 

Gentlemen,  Camck-on-Sliannon,  May  28,  1849. 

We  beg  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  No.  33,411/49, 
advising  us  of  a communication  from  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath. 

We  enclose  a cony  of  Mr.  McDermott’s  tender,  in  which  there  is  not  one  syllable  about 
any  lodgment  in  Bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Union ; so  that  his  Lordship  has  been  mis- 
informed in  the  allegation  that  Mr.  M'Dermott  offered  such  a security. 

The  result  of  our  inquiries  on  the  persons  named  in  the  tender,  was  that  one  was  a farmer, 
and  the  other  a shopkeeper  in  Boyle ; neither  possessing  any  freehold  or  available  property 
whatsoever. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  Mr.  M'Dermott  called  on  us ; Captain  Wynne  was  present,  and  he 
served  each  of  us  with  a copy  of  the  enclosed  notice.  On  that  occasion  he  might  have 
said  his  brother  would  lodge  some  money,  or  even  that  he  would  do  so  himself;  but  either 
seemed  so  like  an  idle  tale,  that  we  paid  not  much  heed  to  it ; but  we  have  to  add,  that 
Mr.  M'Dermott’s  temper  and  manner  on  that  occasion  were  such  as,  in  our  judgment,  to 
render  him  unfit  for  any  public  office,  much  less  for  one  requiring  the  coolness  and 
good  feeling  essential  to  the  fit  exercise  of  the  arduous  duties  of  a poor-rate  collector. 

We  are  not  aware  that  it  has  been  the  custom  to  have  the  list  of  defaulting  rate- 
payers published,  and  were  unwilling  to  incur  such  a heavy  expense ; but  if  you  wish  it 
should  be  done,  we  will  with  pleasure  comply. 

We  have,  &c. 

Richaed  Robinson, 1 XT-  n 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  Rod.  Mortimer,  J Vice-Guardians. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  35,093/49. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
My  Lord,  June  2,  1849. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  under  their  consideration  your  Lordship’s  letters  of  the  10th  and  19th  May  last,  com- 
plaining of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wynne,  the  Temporary  Inspector  of  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  that  Union,  especially  in  reference  to 
their  recent  choice  of  the  collectors  of  poor-rate. 

Your  Lordship  further  complains  of  the  large  amount  of  arrears  carried  into  the  last-made 
rate,  which  your  Lordship  states  as  about,  or  rather  exceeding,  7,000 1.  The  Inspector 
informs  the  Commissioners  that  the  amount  actually  carried  forward  as  arrears  is  4,723  l. 
The  latter  appears  to  the  Commissioners  to  he  a large  amount,  and  for  this  reason,  as  well 
as  on  account  of  the  discrepancy  between  the  two  statements,  the  Commissioners  have 
instructed  the  District  Inspector,  Mr.  Flanagan,  to  make  a special  inquiry,  and  report  to 
them,  both  on  the  extent  of  the  arrears,  and  on  the  causes  which  have  led  to  so  large  an 
amount  being  carried  forward. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  full  explanation  from  the  Vice-Guardians,  who  are  the 
responsible  parties  for  a proper  choice  of  Union  officers,  regarding  their  examination  of  the 
respective  claims  of  the  candidates  for  collectorships  ; ana  the  Commissioners  are  satisfied 
that  the  Vice-Guardians,  aided  by  the  presence  and  advice  of  Captain  Wynne  in  the 
performance  of  their  difficult  duty,  have  exerted  themselves  to  the  best  of  their  judg- 
ment in  the  choice  of  their  collectors.  J ° 

1 he  Commissioners  are  apprised  that  a feeling  prevails  in  the  Union  against  the  appoint- 
ment of  strangers  to  this  office,  at  a higher  poundage,  in  some  instances,  than  local  parties 
may  be  found  to  accept  the  office. 

1 he  Commissioners  cannot,  however,  forbear  adverting  to  the  disastrous  state  into  which 
the  collection  of  poor-rates  in  this  Union  fell  under  the  late  Board  of  Guardians,  and  under 
the  practice  then  pursued  of  appointing  resident  persons  to  collect  the  rates.  On  the  2d  of 
January,  a short  time  before  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Board,  the  following  resolution  was 
proposed  and  passed  at  the  meeting  of  that  date 

“ Resolved,— That  it  appearing  “from  past  experience  to  be  utterly  impossible  to  collect 
the  poor-rates  by  collectors  resident  within  the  locality  of  the  Union,  we  deem  it  necessary 
to  advertise  for  the  appointment  of  two  collectors  unconnected  with  the  Union ; payment  for 
same  at  the  rate  of  2 s.  6 d.  in  the  pound;  and  we  request  Captain  Wynne,  Assistant 
tld^duty '°ner'  W1  *lnt*  eii0uoh  t0  assist  us  in  procuring  two  fit  and  proper  persons  for 

With  regard  to  your  Lordship’s  complaint,  that  Mr.  Shaw  was  appointed  to  collect  the 
rates  in  the  Kilmore  Electoral  Division,  at  an  allowance  of  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound,  although 
Mr  Launcelot  Lawder,  collector  of  county  cess  for  the  barony  of  Leitrim,  had  tendered  to 
collect  the  rates  m that  division  at  a poundage  of  Is.,  the  Commissioners  are  informed  by 
the  Vice- Guardians  of  the  Union,  that  Mr.  Lawder,  although  tendering  for  many  Electoral 
Divisions  of  the  Union,  .was  not  desirous  of  undertaking  mare  than  he  was  able  to  collect 
the  Guardians  having  given  him  the  collection  in  two  large  divisions  ; namely,  Kishcarricran 
and  Carrick-on-Shannon.  ° 
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The  Inspector,  Captain  Wynne,  reports  that  Mr.  Lawder  is  an  extensive  agent  and  land- 
holder, a county-cess  collector,  distributor  of  stamps  in  the  district,  aud  adds  that  Mr 
Lawder  is  necessarily  obliged  to  collect  poor-rates  by  deputy,  which  he  could  not  do  in 
the  Kilmore  Electoral  Division,  which  is  out  of.  the  barony  for  which  he  collects  county 
cess.  3 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


The  Inspector  states,  that  Mr.  Shaw  has  discharged  his  duties  for  the  last  16  months 
with  such  perfect  satisfaction  to  himself  and  the  four  gentlemen  who  have  acted  during 
that  period  as  Vice-Guardians,  that  he  should  not  have  considered  himself  justified  in 
recommending  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Shaw’s  tender. 

The  Commissioners,  under  these  circumstances,  have  sanctioned  Mr.  Shavv’s  appoint- 
ment, but  have  at  the  same  time  recommended  the  Vice-Guardians  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  reducing  the  amount  of  the  poundage  on  the  amount  collected  in  Kilmore  division 
to  Is. 

With  regard  to  your  Lordship’s  complaint  of  the  rejection  of  Mr.  McDermott’s  tender 
for  the  eollection  of  the  rate  in  the  Killukin  division  of  the  Union,  although  your  Lordship 
was  informed  that  Mr.  McDermott  had  proposed,  as  security,  to  lodge  the  amount  of  the 
rate  in  the  bank  at  Boyle,  the  Commissioners  forward  for  your  Lordship’s  information  a 
copy  of  Mr.  M'Dermott’s  tender,  in  which  there  is  no  mention  whatever  as  to  any  lodgment 
in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Union.  5 

The  Vice-Guardians  state,  that  the  result  of  their  inquiries  with  respect  to  the  persons 
named  in  the  tender  was,  that  one  of  the  parties  was  a farmer,  aud  the  other  a shopkeeper 
in  Boyle ; neither  possessing  any  freehold  or  available  property.  1 

On  the  9th  May,  two  days  after  the  appointment  of  collectors  had  been  made,  the 
Guardians  state,  that  Mr.  M'Dermott  called  upon  them  and  served  each  of  them  with  a 
notice,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  and  that  upon  that  occasion  he  mio-ht  have 
said  his  brother  would  lodge  some  money,  or  even  that  he  would  do  so  himself. 

The  Vice-Guardians  did  not,  however,  regard  this  proposal  as  seriously  made,  and  thev 
report  that  the  manner  and  temper  of  Mr.  M'Dermott,  on  this  occasion  were  such  as  in 
their  opinion,  to  mark  him  as  unfit  for  a public  office. 

The  tqrms  of  the  notice  referred  to,  bear  out  -in  some  measure  this  view  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  and  the  Commissioners  cannot  therefore  interfere  in  favour  of  Mr.  M'Dermott 
with  the  appointment  made  for  the  Electoral  Division  of  Killukin. 


To  the  Most  Noble  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath, 
&c.  &c.  &c.,  Drumsna. 


I have,  &c. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  35,093/49. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
t bir’j-  x , , , ,,  . . June  2,  1849. 

1 am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  forward  to  you  herewith  letters  which  have  been  addressed  to  them  by  the 
Marquess  of  Westmeath  and  other  rate-payers  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  reflecting 
upon  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wynne  and  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union,  especially  in  reference  to  their  recent  appointment  of  collectors  of  poor-rate  in  the 
Union. 

I am  also  to  enclose  a copy  of  a letter  which  the  Commissioners  have  this  day  addressed 
to  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath,  and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  make 
inquiry  and  report  to  the  Commissioners,  both  with  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  arrears  of 
poor-rate  carried  into  the  new  rate-books,  and  on  the  causes  which  have  led  to  so  large  an 
amount  being  carried  forward.  ° 

I am  also  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  inquire  into  the  objections  raised  by 
Mr.  Latouche  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  as  a collector  of  poor-rate  in  the  Union 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Commissioners.  ’ 

By  Order,  See. 


To  S.  W.  Flanagan,  Esq, 
Poor  Lawr  Inspector,  Boyle. 


W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  37,337/49. 

_ Sir,  Cion  teen,  Drumsna,  June  6,  1849. 

Referring  to  your  communication  of  2d  instant,  in  reply  to  my  two  former  letters  I 
regret  if  I have  overstated  the  arrears  uncollected  in  this  Union  at  the  time  of  striking  a 
new  rate ; but  I wrote  upon  the  best  information  1 could  obtain ; however,  the  arrears  are 
enough  to  cause  great  disquietude.  On  the  subject  of  the  feeling  alleged  to  exist  in  the 
Union  against  the  appointment  of  strangers  as  collectors,  it  is  so  natural,  when  the  rates  are 
so  heavy  and  frequent,  that  one  cannot  be  surprised  at  it,  especially  when  strangers  to 
make  it  worth  their  while  to  come,  expect  to  be  overpaid.  I do  not  now  lay  much  value 
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appendix:  select  committee  on  the  petition  op  the 


Camck-on-Shaunon 

Union. 


• A certain  propor- 
tion of  tins  refers  to 
other  classes.  The 
great  hulk  is,  how- 
ever, from  persons 
▼alned  under  10 1. 


on  the  resolution  of  the  old  Bpard  of  Guardians,  dated  2d  January,  and  quoted  in  your 
letter,  against  the  use  of  collectors  resident  in  the  Union,  for  this  reason : that  jobbing 
and  perhaps  malversation,  was  carried  on  under  their  administration,  I doubt  not ; but  the 
case  is  no  longer  the  same.  Vice-Guardians  now  administer  the  Union;  they  are  not  sup- 
posed to  be  swayed  by  local  motives.  A bond  of  security,  if  properly  taken  by  them,  is  a 
valid  assurance.  Depreciate  the  value  of  a bond  of  security  pro  re,  and  you  destroy  the 
only  thing  which  binds  any  collector,  stranger  or  native.  If  the  Guardians  have  the 
securities  properly  scrutinized  and  the  bonds  drawn  with  the  same  precautions,  they  do 
their  duty;  if  they  do  not,  they  fail  in  it.  It  tlieu  comes  to  this  question  : are  the  rate-payers 
entitled,  or  not,  to  have  this  part  of  the  duty  done  at  a reasonable  rate,  instead  of  an 
exorbitant  one?  My  opinion  still  is  (with  due  respect  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners)  the 
same. 

We  have  a right  to  complain  of  Mr.  Shaw’s  original  appointment,  and  of  Mr.  Hall’s 
appointment,  who,  as  far  as  experience  goes,  had  never  been  serving  in  the  Union  before. 

As  regards  Mr.  Lancelot  Lawder,  I have  had  a personal  communication  with  him  since 
the  receipt  of  your  letter.  He  put  iu  his  tender  for  the  Kil  more  division,  and  he  never 
withdrew  it.  If  Captain  Wynne  wished  to  put  him  aside,  for  the  special  reasons  stated  to 
have  been  assigned  to  the  Board,  it  is  one  thing;  but  Mr.  Lawder  has  authorized  me  dis- 
tinctly to  deny  that  he  was  not  desirous  of  undertaking  what  he  had  tendered  to  collect ; so 
his  name  has  been  taken  in  vain.  . My  experience  in  this  country  leads  me  to  think  that  a 
person  thought  well  of,  with  responsible  appointments,  such  as  are  quoted  against  him  on 
this  occasion,  is  the  better  qualified  rather  upon  that  account ; he  has  his  staff  of  persons, 
well  versed  in  business,  ana  has  more  to  lose  than  an  accidental  stranger  brought  in  with 
presumed  and  imputed  perfections,  to  be  remunerated  out  of  our  pockets.  I beg  of  you 
never  to  lose  sight  of  my  argument,  which  is,  that  if  the  Vice-Guardians  do  their  duty  as  to 
the  security,  high-priced  strangers  lose  all  their  imaginary  value.  I think,  therefore,  that 
Captain  Wynne’s  reason  for  not  rejecting  Mr.  Shaw’s  tender,  shows  no  feelino-  for  the 
rate-payers. 

Let  me  here  observe,  also,  that  Captain  Wynne  rejected  also  the  tender  of  M r.  Thomas 
Glancy,  of  Lodge,  to  collect  the  rate  in  the  divisions  of  Killucan  and  Crecvc  at  G cl.  and 
accepted  that  of  Mr.  Shaw  at  ] s.  G d. ; Mr.  Glancy  having  offered  such  security  as  no*  man 
could  object  to.  Now,  I trust  the  Commissioners  will  excuse  a payer  of  a heavy  rate  being 
rather  sore  on  this  matter,  and  thinking  such  an  act  not  less  than  plunder. 

Respecting  Mr.  M'Dermott’s  proffer  of  money  having  to  be  lodged  in  the  bank  the 
matter  seems  explained.  I have  no  doubt  it  was  a sincere  test  of  valid  security ; but  what 
the  Vice-Guardians  have  added  of  Mr.  M'Dermott’s  demeanour  before  them,  they  are  the 
best  judges  of.  However,  perhaps  I am  borne  out  in  saying,  this  scene  must  have  happened 
after  a higher  tender  than  his  own  had  been  accepted,  and  the  Vice-Guardians  are  judges, 
here  as  well  as  parties.  ° 

May  I beg  to  observe,  that  the  fact  of  Mr.  Hall’s  appointment,  of  which  I complained,  is 
not  answered  or  adverted  to  in  the  letter  you  have  favoured  me  with. 

I have  not  changed  my  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  publishing  the  names  of  the  defaulters 
throughout  the  Union.  It  is  the  only  security  the  rate-payer  himself  thinks  he  has  against 
partiality  and  consequent  oppression.  ° 

I am,  &c. 

W.  Stanley,  Esq.  ' Westmeath. 


No.  42,654/49. 

Gentlemen,  Longford,  June  28,  1849. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an  inquiry  made  by  me  on  the  20th 
instant,  m compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  2d  instant,  No.  35,093/49,“  to  make  a 
fecial  inquiry,  and  report  to  you  both  as  to  the  amount  of  the  arrears  of  poor-rates  carried 
forward  into  toe  last-made  rate,  and  on  the  causes  which  led  to  so  large  an  arrear  being- 
earned  forward.  ° 

The  total  amount  of  arrears  carried  forward  is  4,516  L as.  lOJrf.,  as  appears  from  tire  last 
column  of  the  enclosed  document,  marked  (A.),  and  furnished  to  me  by  the  Vice-Guardians 
the  actual  amount  ol  arrears  uncollected  was  4,7231.  The  difference  between  those  two 
sums  having  been  struck  off  as  uncollectable,  by  a resolution  of  the  Vice-Guardians  recorded 
on  their  minutes  of  proceedings. 

It  would,  therefore,  appear  that  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath  was  misinformed  in  this 
particular. 

As  regards  the  second  branch  of  the  inquiry,  I would  observe,  that  inquiries  of  this  nature 
cannot  be  conducted  very  satisfactorily,  unless  rate-payers  and  persons  connected  with  the 
different  divisions  will  attend  (wh.ch  they  did  not  do  in  the  present  instance),  to  point  out 
the  circumstances  of  those  returned  in  arrear,  as  otherwise  there  is  no  evidence  to  be  had 
but  the  statements  of  the  collectors ; and  the  inferences  (often  erroneous)  which  can  be 
holding  fr°m  the  SreatCT  °r  eSSei‘  am0UQt  °f  rate  retui,ned  in  arrear  against  each  particular 

From  the  annexed  returns  furnished  to  me  by  the  Vice-Guardians  and  the  different  col- 
lectors, it  will  be  seen  that  a very  large  proportion  of  the  arrear  is  due  by  “ immediate  les- 
sors and  persons  valued  under  10?. ; and  again,  that  of  this  latter  class*  l 585  L 9s  did 
is  due  on  “ waste  holdings  and  lands  under  ejectment.”  ’ * 
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In  reference  to  the  arrears  due  by  occupiers  valued  over  10  l,  I examined  the  arrear  sheets 
of  several  of  the  collectors,*  and  found  but  few  instances  of  any  arrears  amounting  to  5l. 
having  been  returned  ; and  in  those  instances  the  explanations  given  to  me  were  generally 
satisfactory.  As  regards  those  valued  under  10  Z.,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  rate  Was 
struck  in  the  latter  end  of  October  1848, f and  consequently  could  not  be  put  into  course 
of  collection  for  some  short  time  afterwards;  that  the  poorer  description  of  fanners  consti- 
tute this  class,  and  that  their  means  are  generally  not  available  except  at  or  immediately 
after  harvest ; and  it  appears  to  me  that  a considerable  portion  of  the  arrear  due  by  this 
class  is  attributable  to  the  fact,  that  the  rate  was  not  struck  earlier  than  the  month  of 
October. 

So  far,  therefore,  as  the  collectors  are  individually  concerned,  I have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  they  did  not  generally  exert  themselves  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  effect  as  good 
a collection  from  the  occupiers  as  could,  under  the  circumstances,  have  been  made. 

In  reference,  however,  to  the  very  large  arrears  due  by  “immediate  lessors,”  and  which 
in  many  instances  appear  to  be  cumulative  arrears  of  several  successive  rates,  I am  inclined 
to  think  that  proper  means  have  not  been  resorted  to  for  enforcing  their  payment. 

From  inquiries  which  I made  from  the  collectors,  it  would  appear  that  proceedings  against 
that  class  are  seldom  or  ever  taken  under  the  15  days’  notice;  but  the  practice  is  as  follows  : 
to  make  application  for  the  payment  of  the  rate  to  the  immediate  lessor  or  his  agent,  and  in 
case  of  non-payment  to  return  the  amount  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  who  then  put  the  matter 
into  the  hands  of  their  solicitors,  Messrs.  Peyton  and  Davis. 

For  example,  I find  that  a list  of  defaulting  “ immediate  lessors”  for  the  rate  of  November 
18-47  was  Submitted  to  the  Commissioners,  and  their  sanction  obtained  on  the  day  of 
1848,J  for  taking  proceedings  against  the  persons  named. 

I have  been  unable  to  find  that,  except  in  some  few  cases,  effective  steps  have  been  taken 
to  act  upon  this  consent;  and  perhaps  it  is  well  that  it  has  been  so;  for  I fear  that  suffi- 
cient previous  demand  of  payment  of  the  rate  claimed,  it  would,  in  many  instances,  be  diffi- 
cult to  establish  in  evidence. 

Again,  I find  that  for  the  rate  struck  in  October  1848  no  proceedings  have  been  taken 
to  enforce  the  arrears  returned  but  the  following:  a list  (as  I was  informed  by  the  Vice- 
Guardians)  was  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  consent 
to  sue  certain  imnfedinte  lessors  named.  This  consent  was  not  obtained  ; nevertheless,  the 
solicitors  to  the  Union  have  been  instructed  to  write  letters  to  those  different  persons,  and 
where  the  letters  have  been  written,  it  would  appear  that  certain  costs  have  been  charged  and 
demanded. 

Such  a step  may  very  well,  and  ought,  according  to  professional  usage,  to  precede  the 
commencement  of  an  action,  after  the  consent  of  the  Commissioners  had  been  had ; but  I 
consider  such  a letter  from  the  solicitors  a very  improper  proceeding  before  the  consent  is 
obtained. 

I have  been  unable  to  ascertain  that  any  efforts  have  been  made  to  recover  any  of  those 
arrears  by  civil  bill  proceedings,  although  informed  that  many  of  the  “ immediate  lessors” 
reside  either  within  the  Union  or  in  the  adjoining  counties. 

As  regards  the  arrears  returned  as  due  by  “ receivers,”  I have  been  unable  to  ascertain 
satisfactorily  what  steps,  other  than  a bare  demand  from  the  receiver,  had  been  taken  to 
enforce  payment,  or  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  any  funds  in  court  to  the  credit  of  the 
particular  cause  or  matter,  and  properly  applicable  to  the  payment  of  these  arrears. 

It  will  be  perceived,  therefore,  that,  in  reference  to  those  two  classes  of  arrears,  I am  by 
no  means  satisfied  either  that  sufficient  steps  have  been  taken  to  enforce  their  payment,  or 
that  the  steps  taken  have  been  proper. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  have  not  acted  upon  a sufficiently  methodical 
and  regular  system,  first,  in  ascertaining  that  a sufficient  demand  had  been  made  (as  I do 
not  consider  a demand  upon  an  agent  sufficient) ; secondly, in  resorting  to  the  cheaper  and 
equally  efficacious  modes  of  proceeding  under  the  15  days’  notice,  or  civil  bill,  where  the 
facts  would  warrant  the  adoption  of  such  a course;  and  thirdly,  in  not  requiring  their  soli- 
citors to  proceed  effectually,  where  the  consent  of  the  Commissioners  had  been  had  to  their 
suing  in  the  superior  courts,  or  in  taking  sufficient  steps  to  ascertain,  when  receivers  have 
been  appointed,  whether  or  not  there  are  funds  in  court  properly  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  rate. 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 

Shaw,  Fitzgerald, 
i.  e.  of  Jlessrs. 
Scott  oncl  Browne. 
Mr.  Purcell  was  not 
in  attendance  on 
Wednesday  morn- 
ing, and  I did  not 
sec  liis  arrear  sheets. 

S.  W.  F. 

+ The  date  is,  I be- 
lieve, the  2Gth  Octo- 
ber. I speak  merely 
from  memory,  as  I 
omitted  to  note  the 
exact  date. — S.  W.F. 


$ The  date  of  this 
consent  is,  I think, 
April  1848.  It  docs 
not  appear,  I find, 
on  the  list  furnished 
to  me. — 8.  F.  JV. 


To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 


I have,  &c. 

S.  W.  Flanagan. 


(170.  Afp.) 
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appendix:  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the 


No.  42,654/49. 

Amount  of  Hate  and  Arrears  Uncollected  of  Last  Rate. 


ELECTORAL  DIVISIONS. 

Amount  due 
by 

Lessors,  and 
returned 
to  Solicitor. 

Amount  due 
by 

Receivers  under 
Courts,  wbo 
at  present  have 
no  Funds. 

Amount  due 
by 

Lessors,  too  small 
to  take 

Proceedings  in 
Superior  Courts. 

Amount  due 

Lauds  under 
Ejectment  and  Waste. 

Amount  due 

Lands  on  wlricb 
there  has 

not  been  Stock  since 
October. 

Total. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

£. 

<2. 

£. 

d. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  - 

- 

- 

10 

10 

-4 

220 

19 

4 

. 

. 

237 

9 

4* 

Aughrim  - 

- 

90  17 

24 

19 

n 

80 

— 

9 

122 

4 

43, 

318 

1 

Of 

Creeve  - 

. 

33 

1 

of 

49 

— 

- 

. 

Drumsua  - 

- 

30  - - 

20 

_ 

- 

102 

9 

6* 

9 

5.1; 

Drumsltambo 

228 

10 

n 

101 

1 

6 

- 

131 

10 

3J 

401 

2 

71 

Drumreillv 

91 

0 

4 

- 

25 

14 

2J 

71 

13 

8 

no 

17 

43. 

245 

11 

7 

Elphin 

03 

- 

- 

125  4 - 

84 

10 

0 

101 

10 

- 

118 

_ 

10 

6C2 

5 

4 

Gilstown  - 

- 

50 

5 

n 

106 

3 

102 

9 

3? 

KRglass.  - - - 

56 

11 

4 

137  11  -i 

47 

19 

H 

195 

- 

— 

97 

16 

534 

17 

(i 

Killukin  - 

- 

42 

0 

80 

10 

7 

. 

. 

. 

122 

10 

7 

Kilmore  ... 

- 

- 

- 

11 

17 

10* 

140 

14 

5 

_ 

158 

12 

34 

Kealicarrigan 

101 

10 

9 

. 

156 

5 

101 

9 

4 h 

84 

10 

9 

443 

10 

_f 

Kiltubrid  - 

89 

17 

1 

- 

40 

19 

lu4 

93 

2 

8 

04 

12 

10 

294 

13 

3* 

Leitrim 

198 

10 

- 

- 

170 

17 

2* 

201 

16 

_1 

. 

. 

577 

3 

3 

Tumnn  ... 

" 

29  13  - 

54 

2 

ioi 

21 

~ 

0 

7 

18 

3 

112 

10 

7.1 

Total  - - - £. 

829 

6 

413  5 1 

898 

11 

5J 

1,585 

8 

n 

789 

15 

4,516 

0 

10j 

No.  42,654/40. 

Uncollected  Rate,  Gilstown  Division. 


Holding  valued 

Holdings  valued 

Immediate 

Total. 

over  £.10. 

and  over  £.  4. 

Lessors. 

£.  5.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  S.  d. 

33  1 9 

73  1 Ilf 

60  5 7J 

162  9 4 

Georoe  W.  Brown, 

Collector. 


No.  42,654/40. 

Return  of  Uncollected  Rate. 


ELECTORAL  DIVISIONS. 

Value  at  £.10 
and  upwards. 

Value 

under  £.10, 
over  £.  4. 

Total. 

Immediate 

£.  s.  d. 

(* 

R, 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

“ Creeve”  - 

26  2 4 

22  17  8 

49  - - 

83  1 9f 

Killukin  - 

18  14  5 

61  16  2 

80  10  7 

42  6 - 

Kilmore  - 

21  19  3 

124  15  2 

146  14  5 

11  17  10J 

£. 

06  16  - 

209  0 - 

276  5 - 

87  6 

Feed.  Shaw, 

Collector. 


Nos- 
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No.  42,654/49. 

Return  of  Uncollected  Rates. 


ELECTORAL  DIVISIONS.  | 

Value  at  £.  10 
and  upwards. 

Value 

under  £.  10, 
and 

Immediate 

Lessors. 

Total. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Elphin  - 

70  4 10 

339  8 2 

125  4 - 

684  17  - 

Auglirim  - 

49  8 10 

140  5 10  | 

90  17  - 

280  11  8 

Kilglass 

53  6 3 

191  5 3 | 

137  11  11£ 

382  3 5£ 

James  Edmond  Scott, 

Collector. 


No.  42,664/49. 


ELECTORAL  DIVISIONS. 

Holdings  rained 
over  £.10.  ( 

Holdings 
under  £.  10, 
and  over  £.  4. 

l Under  Courts. 

| Immediate 

Total. 

£.  S.  <2. 

£.  s.  d. 

£. 

s.  d.\ 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Drumreilly 

28  16  11 

99  14  2 

91 

6 4 

25  14  2 

245  11  7 

Kiltubbrid  - 

31  8 - 

120  7 5J 

80 

17  11 

46  19  10£ 

294  13  3} 

Launc.  Lawder, 

Collector. 


No.  42,654/49. 


ELECTORAL  DIVISIONS. 

Holdings  valued 
over  £.  10. 

Holdings 
under  £.10,  1 

and  over  £.  4. 

Under  Courts,  j 

Immediate 

Total. 

Tumna  - - - 1 

£.  s.  d. 
9 G 4| 

£.  S.  d. 

19  14  4jjr 

£.  s.  d. 
29  13  - 

£.  s.  d. 
54  2 10J 

£.  S.  d. 

112  16  7 

fD,  Purcell, 
b Collector. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  - i 

31  17  0£ 

189  1 6 l 

- - - 

16  10 

237  9 4£ 

) E.  M'Cullagh, 

Drumsna  - - - | 

53  9 10£ 

108  19  6$ 

30  - - 

20  - - 

212  9 4| 

/ Collector. 

J 

No.  42,654/49. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Gentlemen,  July  20, 1849. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  under  their  consideration  a Report  which  they  have  received  from  Mr.  Flanagan, 
Poor  Law  Inspector,  of  the  inquiry  which  he  made  on  the  20th  ultimo,  with  respect  to  the 
amount  of  the  arrears  of  poor-rate  carried  forward  with  the  last-made  rate  in  the  Carrick- 
on-Shannon  Union,  and  with  respect  to  the  causes  which  led  to  so  large  an  arrear  being 
carried  forward.  . , 

With  regard  to  the  collection  made  from  persons  rated  as  occupiers,  the  Commissioners 
are  glad  to  perceive  that  Mr.  Flanagan  found  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  collectors,  as 
far  as  they  were  individually  concerned,  have  not  generally  exerted  themselves  to  the  best 
-of  their  ability.  •* 

(170.  Apr.)  3 1 4 Wl‘h 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


440 


APPENDIX  : SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  THE 


Camck-ou-SIianiion 

Union. 


With  respect,  however,  to  the  large  arrears  due  by  persons  rated  as  immediate  lessors,  and 
which  in  many  instances  appear  to  be  consecutive  arrears  of  several  successive  rates, 
Mr.  Flanagan  informs  the  Commissioners  that  he  is  inclined  to  think  that  proper  means 
have  not  been  resorted  to  for  enforcing  payment. 

Mr.  Flanagan  reports,  that  from  inquiries  which  he  has  made  from  the  collectors,  it 
would  appear  that  proceedings  against  immediate  lessors  are  seldom  or  ever  taken,  by  means 
of  the  15  days’  notice  and  summons,  before  magistrates ; the  practice  being  to  make  applica- 
tion for  the  payment  of  the  rate  to  the  immediate  lessor  or  his  agent,  and  in  case  of  non- 
payment, to  make  a return  of  the  amount  to  you  when  you  place  the  matter  in  the  hands  of 
your  solicitors. 

With  regard  to  the  list  of  defaulting  immediate  lessors  for  the  rate  made  in  November 
1847,  against  whom  the  Commissioners  consent  to  proceedings  being  taken  was  obtained 
on  the  20th  of  April  1848,  Mr.  Flanagan  reports,  that  he  cannot  find  that,  except  in  some 
few  cases,  effectual  steps  have  been  taken ; and  Mr.  Flanagan  is  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  found  difficult  to  establish  in  evidence  that  sufficient  previous  demand  had  been  made  for 
payment  of  the  rates  due  in  many  of  the  cases  which  were  submitted  to  the  Commissioners 
for  their  consent  to  proceedings  in  the  Superior  Courts. 

With  regard  to  the  rate  made  upon  immediate  lessors  in  October  1848,  it  appears,  by 
Mr.  Flanagan’s  Report,  that  no  effectual  proceedings  have  been  taken  to  enforce  payment 
of  the  arrears  returned.  Mr.  Flanagan  states,  that  he  was  informed  by  you  that  a list  of 
the  names  of  immediate  lessors  who  were  defaulters  was  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  consent  to  proceedings  in  the  Superior  Courts,  but  that 
this  consent  was  not  obtained.  Search  has,  however,  been  made  in  this  office,  and  it  docs 
not  appear  that  any  such  b'st  was  received  from  you. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  that  no  consent  from  the  Commissioners  to  your  taking  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Superior  Courts  had  been  obtained,  it  appears  that  the  solicitors  of  the 
Union  have  been  instructed  to  write  letters  io  the  different  persons  named  in  the.  list ; and 
where  letters  have  been  written,  it  would  appear  that  certain  law  costs  have  been  charged, 
to  the  immediate  lessors,  and  have  been  demanded  from  them  by  your  solicitors.  ° 

Mr.  Flanagan  reports,  that  he  has  been  unable  to  ascertain  that  any  efforts  have  been 
made  to  recover  any  of  these  arrears  by  civil  bill  proceedings,  although  he  is  informed  that 
many  of  the  immediate  lessors  reside  either  within  the  Union  or  in  the  adj online  counties. 

As  regards  the  arrears  returned  as  due  by  “ receivers,”  Mr.  Flanagan  states,  that  he  could 
not  ascertam  satisfactorily  what  steps,  other  than  a mere  demand  from  the  receiver,  had 
been  taken  to  enforce  payment,  or  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  any  funds  in  Court  to. 
the  credit  of  the  particular  cause  or  matter,  and  properly  applicable  to  the  payment  of  these 
arrears.  x J 


The  Commissioners  are  much  dissatisfied  with  Hie  mode  of  conducting  this  branch  of  tile 
collection  of  the  rates,  and  desire  to  receive  whatever  explanation  you  can  afford  as  to  your 
proceedings  on  the  several  points  reported  by  Mr.  Flanagan,  and  especially  with  regard 
to  the  improper  practice  of  placing  the  collection  of  rates  from  immediate  lessors  in  the 
Hands  ol  your  solicitors,  before  you  have  received  consent  from  the  Commissioners  to  pro- 
ceedings  being  taken  in  the  Superior  Courts.  1 

By  Order,  &c. 

of  JUS^lTunion.  W-  S— • «T- 


No.  37,337/49. 

M T , Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

• r.  , . . . July  20,  1849. 

Ihe  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
mmirlf’lh1"  co”slder“?™,a  Beport  ‘Mr  Inspector,  Mr.  Flanagan,  containing  the 
results  of  the  inquiry  which  he  was  directed  to  make  as  to  the  causes  of  tile  large  arreav 
hath  ™. ‘h®  Carnck-on-Shannon  Union,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners 
had  been  directed  by  a communication  from  your  Lordship.  'commissioners 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  state,  that  Mr.  Flanagan's  Report  gives  them  reason  to  feel 
dissatisfied  with  the  course  taken  by  the  Vice-Guardians  in  the  reJX of  mia “2 peciall! 
tho  e due  from  immediate  lessors;  and  the  Commissioners  have  required  from  tKm  an 

& Commissioner^ 

With  regard  to  your  Lordship’s  complaint  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Vice-Guardians 
instance,  believe  that  in  making  these  appointments  they  were  not  under  the  influence  of 

“ no1  nSM  tor  lh™  *°  interfere  with  the  choice  made  of  particular  candidates 
except  in  cases  where  specific  objection  on  the  ground  of  unfitness  is  brought  forwardas  it 
is  not  always  in  their  power  to  enter  on  a eoneideration  of  the  comparatwe  merits  of  the 
several  candidates,  or  the  sufficiency  of  ihe  security  tendered  on  their  behalf 

Tord<i,°?nl“1SS1°.“l.e?  “a61101  gePared  10  c°“®ur  altogether  in  what  appears  to  be  vour 
lordship  s view,  that  where  sufficient  security  is  offered,  the  office  of  collector  should  be 

given- 
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given  to  the  party  who  proposes  to  perform  the  duties  at  the  lowest  poundage.  If  a bond  CtaWwm-Stam® 
to  collect  poor-rates  rendered  the  collector's  sureties  liable  for  the  whole  of  the  uncollected  Union. 

rate  placed  m his  hands  to  collect,  activity  and  success  in  the  collection  might  be  of  less  

importance  to  the  interests  of  the  Union ; but  in  order  to  charge  tbe  sureties  with 
sustained  by  negligence  or  other  default  in  the  collection,  it  is  necessary,  in  assigning 
breaches  on  the  bond,  to  produce  such  evidence  of  the  loss  having  arisen  through  default  m 
it  is  often  very  difficult  to  bring  forward,  especially  at  a time  when  the  lots  of  rate^  k 
owing,  m some  measure,  to  the  inability  of  the  rate-payers. 

It  appears  to  the  Commissioners,  therefore,  that  personal  activity  and  energy  are  Qualifi- 
cations of  much  importance  m a collector  of  poor-rates,  and  afford  just  grounds  of  nve- 
tionableaS  betW6en  PartlcuIar  candidates,  even  where  the  security  offered  is  unexcep- 

I have,  &c. 


To  the  Most  Noble  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath, 
&c.  &c.  &c.,  Clonteen,  Drumsna. 


W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  XVIII. 
Contract  Prices. 


Description  of  Meal. 

Date  of  Contract. 

Period  of  Contract. 

Price  per  Cwt. 

Oatmeal  - 

1846: 

January 

3 months  - 

£.  s.  d. 

„ ... 

March  - 

6 „ 

„ - - - 

September 

6 „ 

1 10  - 

1847: 
March  - 

3 „ 

Indian  meal 

June 

to  September  1847 

8s.  Gi.to  16s. 

» 

September 

6 months  - 

- 12  - 

. . - 

1848  : 
March  - 

6 „ 

„ . . . 

September 

4 „ 

- 10  6 

Rye-meal  - 

1840  ; 
February 

January 

Indian  meal 

May  - 

1 month  - 

„ - - - 

June 

1 „ - - 

„ 

July 

„ 

September 

Whole  meal 

October 

April  - 

to  Junuary  1850 

- 14  0 

OBSERVATIONS. 


- - At  this  time  the  meal 
was  purchased  for  ready 
money  in  the  market ; 
no  person  would  contract 
with  the  late  Board  of 
Guardians  at  the  time 
the  Union  became  so 
embarrassed. 


- - The  present  contract 
for  Indian  meal  is  at 
8 1.  2s.  6 d. 


Average  Prices  for  Carrick-on-Shannon,  taken  from  above. 


' 

Average  Price  of 

DATE. 

i 

| Oatmeal. 

Indian  Meal. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

1846 

1 1 1 

1847  ... 

18  3 

- 12  3 

1848  ... 

- 

- 10  4 

1849 

- 

- 9 7 

1850 

- 

- 8 1* 

(170.  App.) 


3 K 


Averages 
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Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


Averages  for  all  Ireland. 


Average  Price  of 

Oatmeal. 

Indian  Meal. 

£.  s.  d . 

£.  s.  d. 

1846 

- 18  1 

- 11  2 

1847 

14  9 

- 18  4 

1848 

- 12  3 

- 9 8 

1849 

- 10  10 

- 9 2 

1850 

- 9 6 

- 7 6 

John  Clarke, 

Clerk  of  the  Union, 


ARTICLES. 

Contracts  which 
the  Vice-Guardians 
proposed 
to  enter  into, 

31  October  1849. 

Contracts  made 
by 

Board  of  GuardinnB, 
20  February  1850.  | 

OBSERVATIONS. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d.  ; 

Rice 

par  ton 

12 

5 

- 

12 

10 

- 

Rye-meal 

„ 

7 

17 

0 

7 

14 

- 

First  Flour 

■ „ 

14 

10 

- 

*12 

10 

- 

* Second  Flour. 

Tea,  best  Black 

per  lb. 

- 

4 

- 

— 

Soft  Sugar 

V 

- 

- 

44 

- 

- 

4i 

Loaf 

„ 

— 

— 

7 

- 

- 

H 

Hops 

„ 

- 

1 

9 

- 

- 

2* 

Malt 

- per  stone 

- 

4 

10 

- 

4 

8 

Wine 

- per  dozen 

1 

32 

- 

1 

10 

- 

Old  Malt  Whiskey 

- per  gallon 

- 

8 

- 

— 

Coal 

par  ton 

— 

9 

6 

— 

10 

3 

White  Soap 

per  cwt. 

1 

12 

_ 

1 

10 

_ 

Brown  ditto 

- 

1 

1 

6 

+1 

_ 

- 

f Black  Soap. 

Mould  Candles 

- per  lb. 

- 

- 

6* 

- 

Dips  ditto 

„ 

- 

- 

6* 

— 

Starch 

- per  stone 

- 

4 

2 

— 

3 

8 

Scouring  Sand 

per  ton 

- 

7 

6 

— 

Salt 

- per  Out. 

~ 

3 

6 

I- 

a 

3 

J Slack  Salt. 

7 May  1850.  J.  C. 


No.  XIX. 

Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes  of  November  14,  1849. 

No.  73,460/49. 

Proposed  by  Marquess  Westmeath  : 

Seconded  by  Charles  M.  St.  George,  Esq. : 

Besolved, — That  the  Board  of  Guardians,  at  their  second  meeting,  found  their  attention 
imperatively  called  to  the  loose  and  incomplete  manner  in  which  the  bonds  and  securities 
of  the  various  collectors  in  the  Union  are  found  to  have  been  executed ; a list  of  particulars 
on  this  important  point  is  hereunto  annexed. 

The  duty  of  the  clerk  in  this  matter  is  clear,  and  he,  being  inquired  of  narrowly  as  to 
his  share  in  these  neglects,  states  that  he  was  aware  of  all  the  deficiencies  imputed ; but 
that  he  was  commanded  by  the  late  Vice-Guardians  to  issue  the  warrants  for  the  collection 
of  rates  to  the  collectors,  with  the  detailed  omissions  now  set  forth,  and  was  told  by  them 
that  they,  the  collectors,  would  come  in  and  perfect  their  securities  afterwards,  which,  up  to 
this  time,  they  have  not  done. 

This  Board,  therefore,  think  it  their  duty  to  entreat  the  Commissioners  immediately  to 
search  into  this  vital  subject,  and  to  bring  the  Vice-Guardians  to  account  for  this  charge, 
if  it  be  true,  and  to  inform  the  Board  thereon  during  the  present  week,  as  the  collectors  are 
required  to  attend  upon  this  day  week. 

The  serious  losses  which  may  result  to  the  Union  from  any  procrastination  upon  this 
matter  will  (the  Board  are  convinced)  excuse  this  pressing  request. 

Detailed 
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Detailed  Omissions. 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


Mr.  Lawder’s  bond  requires  the  signature  of  one  of  his  sureties. 

Mr.  Brown’s  bond  requires  his  own  signature. 

Residence  of  Robert  Gore,  in  Mr.  Johnston’s  bond,  not  correct. 

Mr.  Hall  to  perfect  his  bond. 

Warrant  of  attorney  in  the  bonds  of  Messrs.  James  Murray,  Randal  Slack,  MTCeon, 
Patrick  Carren,  and  John  M'Dermott,  Relieving  Officers,  not  perfected. 


’ ^ Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

Sir,  November  20,  1849. 

1 am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  request  your  attention  to  the  resolution  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  on  the  14th  instant,  with  reference  to  the  loose 
and  incomplete  manner  in  which  the  bonds  of  the  collectors  of  poor-rate  are  stated  to  have 
been  executed ; and  I am  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  institute  an  immediate 
inquiiy  on  the  subject,  and  report  to  the  Commissioners  thereon. 

The  bonds  of  the  other  Union  officers  should  also  receive  your  attention. 


To  Captain  Haymes,  R.N., 

Poor  Law  Inspector,  Carrick-on-Shannon. 


By  Order,  &c. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  73,460/49. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  November  20,  1849. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  under  consideration  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union,  on  the  14th  instant;  and  with  reference  to  the  resolution  requesting  the 
Commissioners  to  cause  inquiiy  to  be  made  into  the  loose  and  incomplete  manner  in  which 
the  bonds  and  securities  of  the  collectors  of  poor-rate  are  found  to  have  been  executed,  I 
am  directed  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  have  instructed  their  Inspector,  Captain  Haymes, 
to  institute  an  inquiry  on  the  subject. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  beiug  furnished  with  an  explanation  with  reference  to 
your  statement  in  the  Minutes,  that  the  amended  form  of  Abstract  5,  a.  b.,  will  be  used 
when  found  practicable. 

By  Order,  &c. 

To  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  of  the  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


No.  74,852/49. 

Sir,  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  November  25,  1849. 

In  compliance  with  the  desire  of  the  Commissioners,  conveyed  in  your  letter,  No.  73,460, 
that  I should  inquire  into  the  loose  and  incomplete  manner  in  which  the  bonds  of  the 
collectors  and  other  officers  of  this  Union  have  been  executed;  I have  the  honour  to 
acquaint  you,  for  the  Commissioners’  information,  that  I proceeded  to  hold  such  inquiry 
yesterday,  the  24th  instant,  and  beg  to  enclose  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  upon  the 
occasion,  together  with  explanatory  notes  and  copies  of  documents  produced. 

There  cannot  be  a doubt  that  great  irregularity  and  neglect  of  duty  is  fully  proved  to 
have  existed  in  the  manner  in  which  all  the  business  of  the  Union  has  hitherto  been 
conducted,  but  particularly  as  regards  the  collectors’  bonds.  It  was  the  clerk’s  bounden 
duty  to  see  these  bonds  perfected  before  he  issued  the  collecting  warrant ; and,  notwith 
standing  his  dislike  to  do  anything  contrary  to  the  wishes  or  orders  of  the  Vice-Guardians, 
he  would  have  been  fully  justified  in  disobeying  an  illegal  order;  he  might  and  should  have 
withheld  his  signature  under  such  circumstances.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Vice-Guardians 
appear  to  have  acted  with  undue  haste  in  issuing  the  warrants,  but  with  the  impression 
that  the  securities  were  perfect,  although  the  bonds  were  not  regularly  executed. 

This  manner  of  doing  legal  business  is  highly  reprehensible;  and  although  no  positive 
loss  to  the  Union  has  occurred,  still,  had  Mr.  Scott’s  bond  been  one  of  these  so  imperfect, 
the  Union  would  have  sustained  a loss  amounting  to  near  400 1. 

I cannot  perceive  the  shadow  of  an  excuse  for  the  clerk’s  neglect,  with  reference  to  the 
Relieving  Officers’ bonds,  and  those  of  the  officers  of  the  house:  indeed,  he  does  not 
attempt  to  offer  any  himself.  Something,  however,  may  be  said  in  extenuation ; the  fact 
being,  as  I understand,  that  the  schoolmistress,  as  well  as  some  of  the  Relieving  Officers, 
were  appointed  prior  to  his  becoming  clerk  of  the  Union,  and  that  he  took  it  for  granted 
their  bonds  were  duly  perfected  long  before  he  came  to  the  Union. 

(170.  App.)  ' 3 k 2 From 
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Carrick-on-Shannon  From  the  evidence,  it  appears  to  me  the  charge  of  “ loose  and  incomplete,”  as  contained 
UaiQI1-  in  Lord  Westmeath’s  resolution,  is  fully  borne  out;  but  to  decide  on  who  is  most  in  fault, 

' where  all  parties  appear  blamable,  is  somewhat  difficult. 

There  is  an  evident  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  get  rid  of 
the  clerk.  1 am,  however,  inclined  to  believe  that  were  he  allowed  another  trial,  he  would 
not  again  fall  into  the  very  serious  errors  that  may  now,  with  perfect  justice,  be  laid  to 
his  charge. 

I should  also  add,  that  Mr.  Mortimer  came  forward  to  give  any  explanation  I might 
require,  and  begs  me  to  state  he  shall  be  happy  to  do  the  same  to  the  Commissioners, 
if  required. 

I have,  &c. 

P.  G.  Haymes, 

To  William  Stanley,  Esq.,  T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 

Secretary. 


Guarantee  Society  for  providing  Security  for  the  Fidelity  of  Persons 
in  Situations  of  Trust  where  Securities  are  required, 

19,  Birchin-lane,  April  27,  1849. 

The  Secretary’s  compliments  to  Mr.  Wm.  Hall,  and  in  reply  to  his  letter  of  the  23d 
instant,  begs  to  inform  him  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  giving  him  the  security  for  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  if  his  conduct  and  accounts  were  satisfactory  whilst  in  the 
employment  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Boyle  Union  ; but  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  him 
to  fill  up  a fresh  form  of  application,  for  which  purpose  a blank  form  is  enclosed,  and  return- 
ing the  old  agreement,  No.  4,565,  given  the  Vice-Guardians  of  Boyle  Union. 

Mr.  William  Hall, 

Carrick-on-Shannon,  Ireland. 

(A  true  copy.) 


No.  74,852/49. 

Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  by  Captain  Haymes  at  an  Inquiry  on  Oath  as  to  the 
incomplete  State  of  the  Bonds  of  Collectors  and  other  Officers  of  the  Union. 

Carrick-on-Shannon,  November  24,  1849. 

John  B.  Clarke,  Clerk  of  Union,  being  duly  sworn,  states,  That  the  bond  of  Mr.  Launce- 
lot  Lavvder,  rate-collector,  was  duly  perfected  on  Wednesday,  the  14th  instant,  subsequent 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Marquess  Westmeath ; also,  that  the  bond  of  Mr.Brown,  rate-collector, 
was  perfected  by  his  signature,  on  the  17th  instant;  but  by  a clerical  error,  deponent  admits 
having  written  the  1 7th  of  October,  as  it  now  appears  on  the  bond. 

That  the  bond  of  Mr.  Johnston,  rate-collector,  was  also  perfected  subsequently  to  the 
resolution  of  Lord  Westmeath. 

That  the  bond  of  Mr.  Hall,  rate-collector,  was  received  yesterday,  the  23d  instant,  from 
the  Guarantee  Society,  duly  perfected.  Deponent  is  fully  aware  that  it  ig  bis  particular  duty 
to  have  all  bonds  duly  signed  and  perfected  in  his  presence. 

That  the  bond  of  Mr.  Handley,  rate-collector,  was  so  signed  and  witnessed  by  deponent, 
but  the  warrant  of  attorney  was  not  signed. 

Deponent  did  not  ask  the  parties  to  sign  said  warrant  of  attorney  ; deponent  believed 
that  tne  form  of  bond,  so  filled  up  and  signed,  was  not  the  proper  form  prescribed  by  the 
Commissioners ; was  therefore  desirous  of  cancelling  the  said  form,  and  having  another  duly 
perfected  ; that  while  looking  for  another  form  in  his  (deponent’s)  office,  the  signing  parties 
left  the  Board-room. 

That  subsequently  deponent  brought  the  circumstances  of  this  case  under  the  notice  of 
the  Vice-Guardians,  when  M r.  Robinson  replied,  “The  bond  in  its  present  state  is  invalid, 
and  the  parties  should  be  required  to  execute  a new  bond.”  At  this  time  Mr.  Handley’s 
appointment  had  not  yet  been  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners. 

Copy  annexed.  Deponent  further  states,  that  he  wrote  to  all  the  collectors  on  the  12th  instant,  and  parti- 

cularly to  Mr.  Handley,  to  attend  with  their  sureties  to  perfect  new  bonds  on  the  21st 
instant.  Deponent  produces  a letter  from  Captain  Handley,  showing  his  desire  to  comply 
with  the  orders  transmitted  to  his  son. 

Deponent  admits  that  the  new  bond  for  Mr.  Handley  is  not  yet  filled  up  or  perfected. 

Deponent  swears  that  on  or  about  the  first  week  in  June  last,  1849,  and  subsequently, 
every  Board-day,  he  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Vice-Guardians  the  circumstance  of 
the  several  rate-collectors’  bonds  not  being  perfected.  That  on  the  said  occasion,  in  June 
last,  Mr.  "Robinson,  Vice-Guardian,  replied  that  “he  (deponent)  should  not  throw  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  the  collection.” 

That  upon  the  subsequent  occasions  Mr.  Robinson’s  reply  was  invariably  the  same. 
Deponent  states,  that  on  several  occasions  he  asked  permission  of  the  Vice-Guardians  to 
place  his  report  of  the  imperfect  state  of  the  collectors’  bonds  on  the  Minutes  of  Proceed- 
ings ; and  that  Mr.  Robinson  replied,  “ It  should  not  be  done,  as  it  would  brin°-  us  into 
disrepute  with  the  Commissioners;”  and  that  Mr.  Mortimer  said,  “To  be  surest  would 
and  that  such  a thing  should  not  appear  on  the  Minutes.” 

Deponent 
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Deponent  swears,  to  the  best  of  his  belief,  that  the  Vice-Guardians  never  at  any  time  Carrick-on-Shannon 
gave  him  orders  to  have  these  bonds  immediately  perfected ; swears  that  in  Mr.  Lawder’s  Union‘ 
case  he  was  directed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  to  issue  the  collecting  warrants,  notwithstanding 
his  report  that  the  said  collectors’  bond  was  not  perfected. 

Deponent  swears,  that  on  three  other  occasions  he  was  directed  by  the  Vice-Guardians  to 
hand  the  collecting  warrants  to  Messrs.  Shaw,  Hall  and  Browne,  rate-collectors,  their  bonds 
bein-T  still  imperfect ; that  he  (deponent)  stated  at  the  time  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  the  bonds 
of  tliese  collectors  were  so  incomplete;  and  that  they  (the  Vice-Guardians)  persisted  in 
directing  deponent  to  give  up  the  warrants  to  the  said  collectors,  saying,  “ The  bonds  can 
be  perfected  at  any  time.” 

Deponent  cross-examined  by  Mr.  Mortimer,  Vice-Guardian. 

Question. — Have  you  any  other  form  of  bond  for  a rate-collector,  being  a cess-collector, 
than  the  one  now  produced  f — Answer.  I have— (Form  produced). 

Did  you  ever  call  on  Mr.  Lawder  to  perfect  his  bond  by  my  express  direction? — Yes, 
several  times  ; at  least  a dozen  times. 

What  was  Mr.  Lawder’s  reply  to  your  first  application  ? — That  one  of  his  sureties  was 
suffering  from  a severe  fit  of  gout,  and  could  not  be  approached. 

What  answer  did  Mr.  Lawder  make  on  the  subsequent  occasions  of  your  calling  on  him  ? 

— That  he  would  be  glad  to  change  his  security,  if  permitted  by  the  Vice-Guardians,  as  Mr. 

Peyton  remained  so  long  ill. 

Did  you  ever  see  a letter  from  the  Guarantee  Society,  prior  to  the  order  being  given  you 
to  deliver  up  the  collecting-warrant  to  Mr.  Shaw,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  pre- 
mium, and  stating  that  his  bond  should  be  forwarded  forthwith  ? — To  the  best  of  my  belief, 

1 d>d- 

Did  you  ever  see  a letter  from  the  Guarantee  Society,  stating  that  Mr.  Hall’s  bond 
should  be  transmitted  so  soon  as  the  old  one,  then  in  custody  of  the  Vice-Guardians  of 
Boyle  Union,  should  be  returned,  and  the  premium  thereon  paid? — Yes,  I have  that  letter  Letter  produced,  and 
in  my  possession.  C0Py  annexed. 

Was  Mr.  Brown  a former  collector  of  this  Union  ? — He  was. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Brown’s  re-appointment  for  the  present  rate,  had  you  in  your 
possession  his  bond  duly  perfected  for  his  former  collection  ? — I had.  jjje  ],on^  p1.0(juce(]) 

Did  I ever  direct  you  to  call  on  Mr.  Brown  to  perfect  his  present  bond,  on  more  than  and  verified  correct! 
one  occasion? — You  did,  on  several  occasions.  P-  G.  H. 

Did  I,  when  refusing  your  request  to  place  the  circumstances  of  the  collectors’  bonds  fler^^rae^ol^^" 
being  incomplete  on  the  Minutes,  say,  “ It  would  be  infinitely  better  to  have  the  bonds  tion.— P.G.H  CC" 
immediately  perfected,”  or  words  to  that  effect? — You  did. 


Mr.  Patrick.  Clarke,  assistant  Clerk  of  Union,  being  duly  sworn,  states,  as  relating  to 
the  delivery  of  the  collector’s  warrant  to  Mr.  Lawder,  That,  to  the  best  of  his  belief,  the 
only  persons  present  in  the  Board-room  were  Mr-  Robinson,  Vice-Guardian,  Mr.  Cullen, 
assistant  to  Mr.  Lawder,  and  deponent;  that  the  Clerk  came  into  the  room,  and  remarked 
to  Mr.  Robinson,  it  was  unusual  to  issue  warrants  before  the  bonds  were  duly  completed, 
when  he  (deponent)  heard  Mr.  Robinson  make  the  following  reply:  “Mr.  Clarke,  you  are 
always  throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  collection,  and  the  Commissioners  would  not 
be  satisfied  if  they  knew  it.”  Mr.  Clarke  then  replied,  “ I throw  the  onus  off  my  shoulders, 
so  that  I cannot  be  blamed  hereafter.”  Mr.  Robinson  said,  “The  bonds  may  be  perfected 
fterwards.”  Deponent  did  not  see  the  collector’s  warrant  given  up  at  this  time. 

Mr.  P.  Clarke,  cross-examined  by  Mr.  Mortimer,  Vice-Guardian. 

Quest.  Did  you  ever  hear  your  brother  remonstrate  with  the  Vice-Guardians  on  any  other 
occasion  as  to  the  issuing  warrants  before  the  collectors’  bonds  were  duly  perfected  ? — Avs.  I 
did,  frequently ; on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Hall’s  warrant  being  given  to  him,  I heard  the  Clerk 
say  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  “That  great  blame  would  be  attached  to  him  if  the  warrant  was 
issued  before  the  bond  was  completed.” 

Deponent  does  not  recollect  being  present  at  any  other  transaction  connected  with  the 
collectors’  bonds,  and  the  issuing  of  warrants. 


Mr.  John  Marks  Cullen,  Assistant  to  Mr.  Lawder,  County-cess  and  Poor-rate  Collector, 
being  duly  sworn,  states, — He  had  a conversation  in  the  Board-room  with  Mr.  Robinson, 
Vice-Guardian,  on  or  about  the  27th  or  28th  of  June  last,  relative  to  the  collection,  when 
the  Clerk,  entering  the  room,  asked  him  (deponent),  when  Mr.  Lawder  would  perfect  his 
bond,  upon  which  Mr.  Robinson  observed,  that  Mr.  Clarke  was  always  throwing  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  the  collection,  and  that  Mr.  Lawder  was  worth  double  the  amount  be  had  to 
collect.  Deponent  told  Mr.  Clarke,  that  Mr.  Lawder  would  perfect  his  bond  immediately. 
Mr.  Clarke  then  replied,  that  great  blame  would  be  attached  to  him  for  not  having  it  done 
before.  Deponent  further  states,  that  he  was  present  on  one  occasion,  when  he  heard  the 
clerk  remonstrate  with  the  Vice-Guardians  on  the  impropriety  of  issuing  the  warrant  for  the 
Electoral  Division  of  Keshcarrigan  to  Mr.  Lawder,  his  bond  not  being  completed ; cannot 
state  the  exact  date  when  this  took  place,  but  believes  it  to  be  the  latter  end  of  July  or  the 
beginning  of  August ; recollects  Mr.  Clarke  saying  to  him,  as  they  left  the  Board-room 
together,  “ You  see  the  way  I am  snubbed,  when  I speak  of  these  bonds  not  being- 
perfected.” 

(170.  App.)  3k3  Mr. 


The  warrant  for 
Carrick-on-Shannon 
was  issued  on  the 
I4th  of  Juno  1840 ; 
that  for  Keslicarrignn 
on  the  9th  of  August 
1849 ; both  by  direc- 
tions of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  as  it 
would  appear. 

p.g.il 
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APPENDIX  : SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  THE 


The  Collectors’ 
bonds  are  now  all 
perfected,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr. 
Hanley,  whose  sure- 
ties will  attend  for 
that  purpose  on 
Monday,  25th  inst. 

Of  8 bonds  for  Re- 
lieving Officers  pro- 
duced, there  appears 
4 perfect, 

4 imperfect, 

1 a recent  appoint- 
ment not  yet  made 
out. 


Mr.  Cullen,  cross-examined  by  Mr.  Mortimer,  Vice-Guardian. 

Q.  Did  lever  speak  to  you,  in  strong  terms,  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Lawder  not  having  per- 
fected his  bond,  and  urge  you  to  get  him  to  do  so  immediately  ? — A,  Yes,  frequently. 

Mr.  John  B.  Clarke,  re-examined  by  Mr.  Mortimer. 

recollect  my  ever  having  desired  you  to  withhold  all  collecting  books  from  the 
il  their  bonds  were  perfected  ? — A.  I do  not  recollect  your  saying  anything 


Bonds  produced  all 
perfect,  with  the 
exception  of  Jane 
Kenoy,  the  school- 


appointed  on  the 
17th  of  April  1847, 
and  for  whom  abond 
was  never  filled  up 


Q.  Do  you  recollect  n 
collectors  until  tf 
of  the  kind. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Captain  Wynne,  the  late  Inspector,  say,  “ You  have  the  remedy  in  your 
own  hands,  by  withholding  the  collecting  books,  when  brought  in  for  your  signature,  until 
their  bonds  were  perfected  T’—A.  1 did  >but  I received  no  specific  order  to  act  in  this 
manner. 

Mr.  J ohn  B.  Clarke,  examined  by  Captain  IIa ymes,  as  to  Bonds  of  Relieving  Officers, 
and  Officers  of  the  House. 

Deponent  states,  That  until  the.  subject  was  brought  under  his  immediate  notice  by  the 
Auditor  in  July  last,  was  not  aware  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  warrants  of  attorney 
attached  to  the  bonds  executed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  bonds  themselves,  unless  judgment 
should  be  required  to  be  taken  on  said  bonds  ; that  deponent  had  promised  the  Auditor  the 
said  bonds  should  all  be  perfected  for  the  next  audit;  and  that  since  that  period  he  has 
omitted  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  having  these  bonds  duly  perfected,  and  has  no  further 
explanation  to  offer  for  this  omission. 

As  to  the  bonds  of  the  officers  of  the  house,  deponent  has  no  explanation  to  offer  for 
this  omission  on  his  part. 

P.  G.  Ha  ymes. 

Poor  Law  Inspector. 

It  appears  the  bond  of  the  Assistant  Master  is  perfect ; but  no  record  of  his  appointment 
being  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners  exists. 

P.  G.  Haymes, 

Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Sir,  Carrick-on-Shannon,  November  12,  1849. 

I am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  to  require 
your  attendance,  with  your  sureties,  at  the  Board-room,  on  Wednesday,  the  21st  instant  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Board  to  examine  into  the  solvency  of  your  sureties ; and  if 
approved  of,  then  and  there  to  enter  into  the  necessary  surety,  according  to  a new’form’of 
bond,  as  prescribed  by  late  instructions  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

Should  you  fail  in  complying  with  this,  serious  notice  will  be  taken  of  you,  and  such 
steps  taken  by  the  Board  as  they  may  deem  expedient  to  require  a strict  compliance  of  the 
orders.  1 

By  Order  of  the  Board, 


(signed) 
(A  true  copy.) 


John  B.  Clarke, 

Union  Clerk. 


t ° ^ x „ t,  , „ „ Dublin,  November  30,  1849. 

I beg  you  will  mention  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  that,  in  consequence  of  being  absent 
from  home,  I will  be  unable  to  attend  to-morrow  to  perfect  the  bonds  as  sine  tv  fm* 
Mf.  Tho^s  M-My  Reltevh's  Office,-  for  the  KilglhL  Heclml  dT^ou;  for 
Mr.  Mathew  Hanley,  Poor-rate  Collector;  hot  I undertake  to  do  so  immediately  on  my 
return,  and  before  the  next  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board.  y y 


To  Mr.  Clarke, 
Carrick-on-Shannon. 


I am,  &c. 


R.  J.  Hanley. 


(A  true  copy.) 


No.  75,397/49. 

Gentlemen,  Carrick-on-Shannon,  November  27, 1849 

An  inquiry  was  held  here  on  Saturday  as  to  tile  Hate-collectors’  and  Relieving  Officers’ 
hone  s.  In  some  instances  the  bonds  were  not  perfected  ; in  others  the  bonds  were  perfected 
but  the  warrants  of  attorney  attached  were  not.  1 * 

Idle  reason  I take  the  liberty,  Gentlemen,  of  troubling  yon  on  the  subject  is  lest  the 
omission  might  seem  at  all  attributable  to  me.  I am  now  aware  that  I should  see  the  bonds 

perfected 
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perfected  before  the  collectors  should  receive  their  -warrants,  although  I did  not  know  that  Carrick-on-Shannon 
on  my  first  connexion  with  the  office.  The  investigation  will  show  that  all  I could  do  I Union. 

have  done  to  have  the  bonds  perfected.  The  only  alternative  not  resorted  to  was  open  

resistance  to  the  Vice-Guardians,  or  an  appeal  to  your  Honourable  Board.  The  threat  that 
I would  delay  the  collection  of  the  rates  (so  much  needed ) prevented  the  former.  I thonght 
the  latter  not  quite  necessary.  The  testimony  given  on  the  inquiry  will  show  how  far  I have 
endeavoured  in  detail.  If  any  error  has  been  committed  in  the  case,  J trust  my  standing 
in  the  office  will  go  far  to  cover  it.  I promise  respect  of  persons  will  not,  for  the  future, 
warrant  me  from  keeping  literally  to  my  instructions  on  every  occasion. 

I have,  &c. 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  John  B.  Clarke, 

Dublin.  Clerk  of  Union. 


No.  74,852/49. 

Sir,  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  December  18,  1849. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  before  them  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union,  on  the  14th  ultimo,  containing  a resolution  relating  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
bonds  of  the  poor-rate  collectors,  and  of  other  officers  in  the  Union,  were  executed  during 
the  administration  of  the  late  Vice-Guardians;  and  I am  directed  to  state  that  the  Com- 
missioners have  received  a report  from  Captain  Haymes,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  of 
an  inquiry  which  he  made  on  the  24th  ultimo  on  the  subject. 

The  Commissioners  are  much  dissatisfied  with  the  loose  aud  negligent  way  in  which  the 
important  business  of  obtaining  proper  securities  from  the  officers  of  the  Union  has  been  con- 
ducted under  the  management  of  the  late  Vice-Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  have  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  an  explanation  of  his  own 
conduct  in  connexion  with  these  proceedings,  a copy  of  which  they  transmit  herewith  for 
the  information  of  the  Guardians  ; and  although  the  Commissioners  by  no  means  acquit  him 
from  blame,  enough  has  appeared  in  evidence  before  Captain  Haymes  to  show  that  the  clerk 
did,  on  several  occasions,  express  his  anxiety  to  the  Vice-Guardians  that  the  sureties  of  the 
collectors  lately  appointed  should  be  made  complete  before  their  warrants  were  handed  to 
them. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  think  that  the  clerk  should  be  reprimanded 
for  his  counter-signature  of  the  warrants  of  the  collectors  before  the  bonds  were  perfected, 
and  cautioned  to  observe  the  exact  line  of  his  duty,  in  this  respect,  in  future. 

By  Order,  &c. 

To  the  Presiding  Chairman  of  the  Board  W.  Stanley, 

of  Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union.  Secretary. 


No.  71,481/49. 

Sir,  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  November  8,  1849. 

I beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I attended  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this  Union  yesterday,  when  they  appointed  the 
Marquess  of  Westmeath  their  chairman,  Mr.  Lloyd  vice,  and  Mr.  Charles  Peyton,  deputy. 
Nearly  all  the  Guardians  were  present,  and  much  time  was  absorbed  iu  discussion  on  the 
legality  of  the  late  Vice-Guardians’  proceedings ; as  also  on  the  returns  made  hy  the 
Returning  Officer  with  reference  to  the  elections.  At  length  they  adopted  my  suggestion  of 
appointing  committees  for  inquiry  into  all  matters  concerning  the  present  state  of  the  Union, 
and  the  ordinary  business  of  the  day  was  got  through. 

They  have  given  notice  to  discontinue  out-door  relief  altogether  after  the  next  week.  No 
danger  can  arise  from  this  measure,  as  the  Jamestown  Auxiliary  House  is  available  for 
immediate  occupation,  if  required,  as  also  a house  near  the  bridge  in  the  town. 

The  Board  has  also  refused  to  continue  the  scale  of  rations  for  the  officers  of  this  work- 
house,  and  would  not  sign  the  requisitions  for  the  week’s  consumption.  This  is  evidently 
unjust,  and,  as  a breach  of  contract,  illegal,  the  officers  being  engaged  on  certain  condi- 
tions, the  rations  forming  a part  of  those  conditions. 

As  I am  to  meet  the  Finance  Committee  on  Saturday,  I trust  to  be  enabled  to  bring 
them  to  a proper  sense  of  justice  on  this  subject. 

Lord  Westmeath  was  not  present;  but  l could  perceive  there  was  a strong  disposition 
amongst  the  rest  to  attend  seriously  to  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  and  carry  out  the  law  with 
all  possible  justice,  combined  with  the  greatest  economy. 

(170.  Aipp.)  3 k 4 From 
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APPENDIX  : SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  Till! 


From  the  numerous  offers  of  support  in  my  duties,  made  to  me  by  tlio  majority  of  the 
Board,  I have  reason  to  anticipate  that  the  first  ebullition  against  “ extravagance  of  Vice 
taardians,  Sic,  once  evaporated,  the  Board  will  fall  into  good  working  order,  and  the  affairs 
of  the  Union  be  carried  on  with  exactitude  and  propriety. 

There  were  a good  many  accusations  against  the  Clerk  as  Returnin'?  Officer  • but  it 
would  be  unfair  to  mention  them  until  the  “Committee  of  Inquiry”  have  made  their 
report  thereon.  ^ J 

I have,  &c. 

To  William  Stanley,  Esq.  P.  Q.  Hayhbs, 

Secretary,  fcc.  T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 


No.  73,460/49. 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

We  find  an  outstanding  debt  appearing  by  the  monthly  return  of  liabilities,  amountin'?  to 
6,013  /.  exclusive,  of  Government  loans,  and  our  uncollected  rate,  amountin'?  to  6 965  f 0f 
which  we  may  reckon  2,500 1.  not  collectable.  ° v 

We  recommend  that  the  clerk  be  directed  to  prepare  an  estimate  of  the  probable 
nSnmentS  °f  dl°  Uni°Q  f°r  lhC  enSuing  six  months> t0  be  laid  before  the  Board  at  next 

We  Further  recommend,  with  a view  of  checking  and  accelerating  the  collection  of  the  rate 
that  local  committees  he  appointed,  consisting  of  the  Guardians  of  each  Electoral  Division 
to  examine  the  several  collectors’  books,  and  to  report  on  the  steps  adopted  and  in  pitmens 
for  the, speedy  collection  of  the  rates,  and  also  for  the  examination  of  the  Eelievine 
Officers  books,  and  the  Board  of  Guardians  be  requested  to  make  such  resolution  to  carry 
out  this  object. 

The  Committee  strongly  recommend,  that  the  Guardians  will,  at  their  next  martini; 
adopt  such  measures  as  will  insure  a strict  examination  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
several  bonds  lmye  been i perfected,  tbe  nature  of  the  security  given,  and  require  all 

^ ““  b°"dB  dU’y  “d  P,'0pe‘'ly  “ - Ad-  as 

■ We  recommend  that  application  be  made  to  the  Commissioners  for  permission  to  allow 
rate-payers  who  shall  pay  their  rates  Into  bank  within  one  month  after  a rate  shall  be 
thin  of  ^P0un/a£e  eTu.al '°  what it  may  be  necessary  to  give  a collector  for  the  collec- 
tion  of  the  rates  remaining  due  at  expiration  ol  the  month,  at  which  time  such  allowance 
to  cease. 

The  Committee  would  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  tin* 
extreme  filthy  state  of  the  road  Rom  this  workhouse  to  the  entrance  to  the  Leitrim  Road 

blrz^it  able-bodied  paupers  misbt  be  » -wu“poa1; 

(signed)  William  Lloyd, 

Chairman. 


No.  73,460/49. 

g.  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin 

rr>  J-t  ■ • _ November  22,  1849. 

Zl^ro”  Zart.us?ran'iSSi0ne'S  whetller  tlle  proposal  referred  to  has  Leu  adopZ  by 

By  Order,  &c. 

To  Captain  Haymes,  r.  n.  Stanley,. 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  Carrick-on-Shannon,  Secretary. 


No.  74,845/49. 

the  Commissioners’  sanction  to  such  a proceeding  in  all  future  rates.  of  obtaining 

T 4AV  'e  tlm.elh!s  5“bJect  was  debated  in  Committee,  and  also  wtienb’rought  before  tbe  Board 
I took  occasron  to  express  my  strongest  dissent  to  it,  and  pointed  out  Ve  gZt  con«S 
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ta ithe  accounts I which  must  inevitably  ensue  from  such  a proceeding,  as  also  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  collectors  to  collect  the  residue  of  the  rate,  for  which  they  would  make  exorbi-  Union, 
tant  demands,  thereby  causing  increased  expense  to  the  Union,  not  to  mention  the  illeoalitv  — 

of  the  transaction,  as  no  receipt  but  the  printed  form  from  the  collectors’  receipt-book  can 
be  considered  valid.  r 

I have,  &c. 

To  William  Stanley,  Esq.,  Secretary.  R Poo/Sw  inspector. 


No.  74,845/49. 

— . Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

rr . 1 r,„  ■ . . , . . December  5,  1849. 

Ihe  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have  had 
under  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  contained  in  Minutes  ofPro- 
ceedmgs  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  on  the  14th  ultimo  in 
7hi“l h.i,lIkP/flP°TTd-thaVle  rate-P«?e;s  slwnU  he  permitted  to  pay  their  rates  directly  into 
Y , n rreasi,rer-  deduct  a pcr-centage  equal  to  that  which  iould 
have  been  allowed  to  the  poor-rate  collectors  for  the  collection  of  the  rates 

In  reference  thereto,  I am  directed  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  are  opposed  to  the 
of  *W  fIa"  of  llat”™  to  induce  tile  rate-payers  to  make  a prompt  payment  of 
of  ’ whlch  ah°uld  >"  “forced  in  the  usual  way  by  the  collectors,  and  the  exercise 

of  those  po  wers  which  the  law  has  provided  for  the  purpose. 

The  remission  of  a part  of  the  rates  in  the  manner  proposed  is  of  very  doubtful  legality, 
to  adopt  it6'6  ^ ’ tb®  Commissloner8  thmk  u w°uld,  various  reasons,  'be  very  inexpedient 

By  Order,  &c. 

To  the  Clerk,  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union.  ^TANSecretaiy 


No.  78,334/49. 

Sir,  December  13 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commisslers,  that  af  the 
SSlSlSH  0 • + B°rard  0f  Guardians>  y^terday,  the  12th  instant,  they  took  “to 

by  fte  Serk  of  the  Unio^  which  M bef  Pre1Parcd  <as  Previously  directed) 

i /J  r,VJerf  f 1 c,Th,s  estimate  was  calculated  on  the  general  expenditure  of  the 

last  half-year,  ending  28th  September  last,  and  on  the  probable  wants  of  the  u"£„ from 

4 On  raferri'nw'to'd,8  ‘ ®farCl*  J.8?0  ’ the  whole  t0  Pratl““  the  sum  of  15,133  1.  1-2  s.  9 d. 
Oo  refemn  to  the  poundage  of  the  several  Electoral  Divisions,  by  the  imposition  of  this 

that  three  months  of  the  period  had  nearly  expired  ; second,  that  there  is°etill  an'ouSandinw 
balance  of  uncollected  rate  of  3,000  I. ; and  thirdly,  that  there  is  a good  stock  of  Nothin”  and 
furniture  on  hand,  together  with  the  strong  desire  manifested  by  the  Board  to  make  every 

T s,  1“  , ,Td  “ ref"ren,Ce  "fmhi“  1 considering  all  tl.i  chruSanceJ 
I si^^sfed  they  might  with  propriety  reduce  the  amount  one-third.  Some  of  the  Board 
were  of  opinion  it  might  be  reduced  one-half;  but  after  considerable  discussion,  it  was  put  to 
the  vote  when  the  redaction  of  one-third  was  carried  by  a good  majority  and  lie  mte  was 
afterwards  unanimously  adopted,  with  orders  for  the  immediate  preparetim,  of  the  raMooTs 
» Men  genrl,r  "i  f'  1 ,ave  e™'  considered  it  unadvisable  to  make  new  rates  whilst  so  large 
a balance  of  the  old  one  remains  uncollected  ; but  in  this  particular  instance  there  are  malv 
cogent  reasons  for  departing  from  the  rule.  There  are  many  pressing  creditors  some  td’ 
whom  lmve  taken  out  judgment,  and  one  threatens  immediate  execution  by  the  sheriff  To 
avoid  the  unpleasant  dilemma  the  Union  would  he  placed  in  by  this  pLeedhw  the  Guar- 
ded! I fn“  °f  bV1T°»'mg  a sum  of  money  sufficient  to  pay  oft' the  most  ureent  of  their 

°n,  fl'e  8“'"%  “f- to  ■«,  rate,  JZlltk  s™ 

2“ UntorSnsi/e^f  pZ  Tf  “ U“  ‘'"“action.  It  appears  the  total  liabilities  of 

Ltniwl/koi  of  Government  advances)  amount,  in  round  numbers,  to  5,000  l.  The 
uncoUected  balance  of  rate  is  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the  liabilities,  but  cannot  be  trot 
in,  m such  sums  as  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  these  three  or  four  importunate  creditors  although 
dMire  “>  folfif demands 

^aS  U?  C?nS,‘clT11atl0n  of  tliese  circumstances  that  tliey  adopted  the  course  above  de 

temporary  embarrassmerrt  “ ““  “d  wlloleso“e  stata.  notwithstanding  this 

®fItLCd!S5°offioIrs  S1  tha  B°”d  als°  tooIi  int0  “nation  tire  salaries 

Zy Before  entering  on  this  discussion,  I deemed  it 
(1 7Ch  App)1  * 1 B d the  supeno£prmciple  of  having  efficient  officers,  and  pay- 
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Camck-on-Shonnon  jng  them  well,  to  that  of  engaging  incompetent  persons  at  an  inferior  salary.  In  some 
Umon.  instances  they  have  acted  in  accordance  with  this  principle,  but  in  many  others  they  have 

made  such  reductions  (particularly  as  regards  the  Relieving  Officers)  as  appear  to  me  wholly 
incompatible  with  the  education  and  intelligence  required  for  this  office  ; no  man  can  give 
up  his  whole  time  and  live  on  15 1.  per  annum,  possessing  the  necessary  requirements  for 
such  an  office. 

I should  recommend  that  as  there  is  no  out-door  relief  at  present,  the  number  of  these 
officers  be  reduced  until  such  time  as  they  might  again  be  called  into  service,  but  that  the 
salaries  of  those  remaining  should  be  continued  at  their  present  rate,  which  would  not  then 
appear  excessive.  There  are  at  present  nine  of  these  officers,  and  the  Union  contains  15 
Electoral  Divisions.  I think  five  officers,  each  having  three  Electoral  Divisions,  mi'dit  suffice 
for  the  present  exigencies  of  the  Union. 

The  Guardians  have  promised  to  consider  my  suggestion  of  an  addition  to  the  Jamestown 
Auxiliary  House,  whereby  ample  accommodation  could  be  obtained  for  the  two  establish- 
ments of  the  boys’  and  girls’  schools  on  the  same  site,  although  completely  separated.  By  thin 
arrangement,  it  would  make  room  in  the  workhouse  for  at  least  GOO  persons  of  the  able-bodied 
class.  I trust  they  will  uot  long  defer  this  very  desirable  proceeding. 

The  medical  officer  reports  that  fever  and  dysentery  are  on  the  increase,  but  not  more  so 
than  usually  exhibits  itself  at  this  period  of  the  year.  On  the  whole,  the  inmates  of  the 
workhouse  and  its  auxiliaries  are  generally  healthy. 

I have,  &c. 

To  William  Stanley,  Esq.  R ^f.ptlTlMnector. 

herrp.t.nrv  J 


No.  78,334/49. 

S*r,  P°or  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  December  18,  1849. 

1 am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Report  of  the  13th  instant,  relating  to  the  Car- 
nck-on-bliannon  Union,  and  referring  to  your  observations  as  to  the  proposal  of  the  Guar- 
dians  to  borrow  a sum  of  money  from  the  Treasurer,  with  a view  to  liquidate  some  of  the 
liabilities  of  the  Union.  I am  to  inquire  how  much  the  Guardians  propose  to  borrow,  and  at 
what  rate  of  interest,  and  when  they  consider  that  the  amount  to  be  borrowed  will  be  repaid. 

By  Order,  &c. 

To  Caplin  Haymes,  b.n.  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  Carrick-on-Shannon.  3 


Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes,  dated  December  12,  1849. 

No.  78,806/49. 

draftXz  ProPosal  t0  tlle  principal  creditors  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  following 

■P®  J«irons  to  meet  their  creditors  on  equitable  terms 

w.tb  aview  to  the  entire  liquidation  of  their  several  demands,  beg  leave  to  lav  before X’ 
said  creditors  their  exact  position  and  what  they  propose  doing  to  effect  the  sa  d lim.hlation 
By  documents  prepared  and  laid  before  us,  the  entire  lilbilities  of  the  uS  un  to 
aluXto  Moo T’  1“°“t  t0  6,000  M“dias  everydebt’  “d  *h®  a tiri ’unconnected 

The  estimate  for  a new  rate  will  shortly  be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  - 

assafessr 

these  proposals,  and  proceed  by  law  to  extremities,  they  will  inev'itablv  nut ’ti.f’n’ s.fu8,"K 
great  inconvenience,  and  defeat  their  own  objects  - viz  that  of 1.1/  ‘ ‘he  Union  to 
Guardians  beg  to  add,  that  the  above  terms  arehone  those  which thev cm  i f 16 

and  *rUSt  the  Credit0rB  and  rUnkntt-°tl!: 


No.  79,142/49. 

I have  the  honour -to  make  the  following  Report  on  the  IJIecember  1849. 

which  I carefully  inspected  on  the  18th  instent, X which  day  the  Mmlfe^Tin“dWO^kh0U8e, 
was  1,549  ; viz.,  1,390  healthy,  and  159  on  the  sick  list  7 b °f  ‘“'door  paupers 

Some  of  the  dormitories  at  the  female  side  was  much  over-crowded  Tl,.  ■ i , . 
dormitories,  which,  even  including  the.  intermediate  passages,  give  llv  a Sr!‘  two 
feet,  contained  159  girls,  giving  only  100  cubic  feet  to  each  anrl^rmW  -.1  s"are  *5, 840 
inches  for  each.  The  J doSnitoL  intendedloT 

others 
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others  were  much  less  so.  Of  course,  I advised  that  some  should  be  removed  from  the  Carriek- on- Shannon 
over-crowded  ones,  and  that  only  a moderate  number  should  be  put  in  each.  Union. 

Throughout  the  house  there  is  much  want  of  straw.  I found  34  women  in  the  male  

probationary  ward,  which  was  in  the  most  discreditable  state,  the  room  and  stairs  being  so 
filthy  from  faeces,  urine,  &c.,  at  10  minutes  to  11,  that  the  matron  and  the  porter  cautioned 
me  against  going  into  the  ward.  At  this  hour  these  paupers  had  not  had  breakfast.  On 
examining  the  beds  in  it,  I found  the  straw  so  broken  as  to  induce  me  to  ask  when  it  had 
been  supplied.  The  porter  stated  that  no  fresh  straw  was  put  there  for  four  months : 37 
slept  in  the  bath-room,  where  they  were  equally  unprovided  for.  At  the  female  probationary 
side  were  24  males,  who  had  slept  there  two  nightS)  there  being  no  blankets,  sheets,  &c.  dry, 
to  admit  of  their  being  sent  to  the  reserve  dormitories. 

The  want  of  an  adequate  drying-room  in  this  and  in  several  other  houses  is  a very  serious 
evil.  In  my  opinion,  the  District  and  Temporary  Inspectors  should  urge  that  better  be 
provided.  In  this  wet  climate,  during  many  months,  the  clothes  of  such  large  establish- 
ments as  our  workhouses  cannot  be  dried  in  the  open  air,  even  with  the  assistance  of  stoves, 
and  of  course  both  the  sick  and  the  healthy,  as  in  this  case,  must  suffer. 

The  girls’  school-room  contained  300,  about  75  more  than  its  full  capacity;  and  as  might 
be  expected  from  the  crowding  of  this  class  in  this  room  and  in  their  dormitories,  several  had 
been  sent  to  hospital  for  some  days  past,  affected  with  a sort  of  febrile  excitement,  produced 
by  over-crowding,  and  which  soon  leads  to  bad  fever. 

These  children,  generally,  besides,  are  not  sufficiently  clothed ; each  would  require  a stout 
flannel  waistcoat. 

As  I progressed  through  the  house,  I found,  at  a quarter  to  12,  that  the  paupers  then  had 
not  breakfasted,  and  on  further  inquiry  was  informed  that  even  until  four  o’clock,  p.  m.,  on 
some  days  lately,  many  had  not  got  breakfast.  The  over-crowded  state  of  the  house,  and 
the  difficulty  of  providing  it  for  so  many,  were  the  causes  assigned ; but  it  is  evident  that 
the  arrangements  must  be  defective  when  such  would  he  the  case. 

The  want  of  a sufficiency  of  water  for  culinary  and  other  purposes  is  much  complained 
of,  especially  by  the  matron,  who  stated  that  lately,  for  two  whole  days,  she  could  not  get 
water  enough  to  wash  the  house  with ; and,  certainly,  throughout  there  was  ample  evidence 
that  such  washing  had  not  been  adequately  practised  lately.  There  is.no  tolerable  quantity 
in  the  workhouse  pump.  A large  tank  in  the  outer  ground  collects  and  supplies  much.  In 
wet  weather  a sufficiency,  I should  suppose ; but  though  on  the  premises,  there  is  no 
sufficient  management  to  bring  this  water  to  the  kitchen,  laundry,  See.  An  ass  and  cart  are 
the  only  means  of  drawing  it ; and  although  there  are  606  healthy  men  and  women  in  the 
house,  such  is  the  want  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  local  officers,  that  they  look  on  and 
leave  them  idle,  whilst  the  house  is  in  want  of  so  necessary  an  article,  to  be  had  so  near 
them. 

Corresponding  to  this  inertness  I found  the  state  of  the  yards,  pathways,  Sec.,  several  of 
which  were  ungravelled,  and  of  course  puddled  and  dirty. 

The  auxiliary  house  in  the  town  was  m the  same  unclean  state.  Some  women  in  it  said 
they  could  not  get  water  to  wash  the  rooms  with.  Two  hundred  and  forty-eight  sleep  here, 
but  go  to  the  workhouse  by  day. 

The  auxiliary  house  at  Jamestown  is  about  to  be  occupied,  when,  of  course,  the  over- 
crowding of  the  present  house  will  lessen  ; but  it  is  very  desirable  that  auxiliary  houses  should 
be  gradually  occupied,  as  paupers  are  weekly  admitted,  without  waiting  until  injury  to  the 
health  of  the  inmates  arises  from  keeping  too  many  in  the  parent  house  for  a longer  period 
than  would  be  necessary  were  the  auxiliary  houses"  occupied  early. 

Captain  Haymes  was  in  Mohill  on  the  day  of  my  inspection,  but  I have  written  to  him 
on  a few  of  the  more  important  matters  which  I deem  to  require  his  attention. 

The  medical  officer  appears  to  perform  his  duties  with  diligence  and  efficiency. 

The  infirmary  accommodation  is  now  very  considerable,  and  as  the  fever  wards  are  in 
operation,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  sanitary  state  of  the  house  will  in  future  be  satisfactory. 

There  is  not  much  acute  disease  in  it,  but  there  is  a considerable  number  of  chronic  cases. 


I have,  &c. 

To  Wm.  Stanley,  Esq.  Demis  pIIEL1N, 

Secretary,  &c. 


No.  70,14249. 

' . Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  December  20,  1849. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a copy  of  a Report  which  they  have  received  from  their 
Inspector  Mr.  D.  Phelan,  relating  to  his  inspection  of  the  workhouse  of  the  Carrick-on- 
bhannon  Union  ; and  I am  to  request  your  immediate  attention  to  the  remedy  of  the  several 
irregularities  and  defects  adverted  to  therein. 

By  Order,  8tc. 

To  Captain  Haymes,  r.  n.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  W.  Stanley, 

Carrick-on-Shannon  Union.  Secretary. 


(170;  App.)  3 L 2 No. 
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appendix:  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the 


C&rriok-on-Sliannon 

Union.  No.  79,701/49. 

Sir,  December  20, 1849. 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I 
attended  the  ordinary  meeting' of  Guardians  of  this  Union  yesterday,  when,  amongst  other 
“ Resolutions,”  they  passed  one  of  making  a proposal  to.  their  creditors  of  G per  cent, 
interest  on  the  amount  of  their  several  demands  for  the  next  six  months,  and  requesting  the 
sanction  of  the  Commissioners  to  this  arrangement. 

This  resolution  woilld  evidently  retard  the  striking  of  the  rate  recently  adopted,  which,  if 
postponed,  would  be  extremely  difficult  of  collection,  and  would  only  tend  to  render  the 
present  embarrassment  of  the  Union  still  greater.  I have  also  strong  doubts  as  to  the 
possibility  of  the  Guardians  raising  any  money  on  the  security  of  the  rates,  as  the  bankers 
generally  require  the  personal  security  of  three  Guardians,  which  none  are  inclined  to  give. 
It  therefore  becomes  imperative  that  the  rate  should  immediately  be  made,  and  put  in  course 
of  collection,  with  the  view  of  being  speedily  in  a position  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  most 
importunate  of  their  creditors. 

The  Board  also  appointed  a valuator  at  a sum  of  120 1. ; the  whole  Union  to  be  finished 
in  four  months.  T.  need  not  add  that  this  is  an  impossibility,  and  that  consequently  the 
money  will  be  thrown  away,  as  a revisor  must  of  necessity  be  appointed  for  eveiy  rate. 
I could  not  find  out  what  particular  qualifications  the  person  appointed  possesses  ; but,  as 
there  were  13  candidates,  and  only  two  were  proposed  and  seconded,  one  of  which  had 
three  votes,  and  the  other  15,  l must  conclude  the  Guardians  had  decided  on  the  person, 
before  they  entered  the  Board-room,  as  they  took  no  notice  of  any  other  of  the  candidates. 

I should  beg  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  recommending  that  the  new  rate  be  directly- 
made,  and  that  the  Guardians  re-consider  their  appointment  of  the  valuator. 

I trust  this  letter  will  serve  as  answer  to  No.  78,334,  addressed  to  me  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, with  reference  to  these  points. 

I have,  8tc. 

P.  G.  Haymeb, 

To  Wm.  Stanley,  Esq.  T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 

Secretary. 


No.  79,701/49. 

Sir,  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  December  22,  1849. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  under  their  consideration  the  resolution  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  on  the  19th  instant,  proposing  to  make  an  offer  of 
a payment  of  6 per  cent,  interest  to  the  creditors  of  the  Union,  on  the  sums  due  to  them 
respectively,  provided  that  they  defer  their  claims  for  six  months. 

The  Commissioners  have  also  had  under  consideration  the  resolution  proposing  to  appoint 
Mr.  John  Kean  to  re-value  the  rateable  property  in  the  Union  for  the  sum  of  120  l. 

In  reference  to  the  first  resolution,  the  Commissioners  have  to  point  out  to  the  Board  of 
■Guardians,  that  they  cannot  legally  pay  out  of  the  poor-rates  sums  as  interest  upon  the 
balances  of  accounts  due  to  Union  creditors. 

The  Commissioners  must  also  express  their  dissent  from  the  proposed  delay  in  taking 
effective  steps  to  meet  the  claims  on  the  Union  in  the  manner  provided  by  law;  namely, 
making  and  collecting  sufficient  rates  for  that  purpose. 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  the 
financial  embarrassment  which  must  certainly  follow  a neglect  to  adopt  at  once  very  active 
measures  for  the  speedy  collection  of  the  arrears  of  the  present  rate,  combined  with  a new 
rate  on  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  of  the  Union. 

By  at  once  adopting  this  course,  the  Guardians  will  be  enabled,  with  very  little  delay,  to 
pay  to  each  creditor  a certain  instalment  of  the  sum  due  to  him.  This  arrangement  has 
been  adopted  in  other  Unions  with  the  concurrence  of  all  the  creditors,  and  the  Com- 
missioners are  not  aware  of  any  reasons  why  the  same  course  should  not  be  pursued 
successfully  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  also. 

The  Commissioners  cannot  consent  to  the  re-valuation  of  the  property  in  the  Union  until 
a new  rate  shall  have  been  made  to  meet  the  present  requirements  of  the  Union,  and  until 
the  Commissioners  shall  have  issued  an  order  under  seal  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
such  an  officer,  the  Board  of  Guardians  cannot  properly  proceed  to  his  election. 

The  election  of  Mr.  John  Kean  must  therefore  be  deemed  null  and  void,  and  the 
Guardians  will  have  hereafter  to  proceed  to  a new  election,  when  the  Commissioners  shall 
authorize  them  to  do  so. 

By  Order,  &c. 

To  the  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 

Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


Wm.  Stanley, 

Secrelary. 


Extract 
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Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes,  dated  December  19,  1849.  Carrick-on-Sbannont 

Union. 

No.  79,891/49.  

Proposed  by  Captain  Cox, 

Seconded  by  Captain  Hanley, — 

Resolved, — That  a proposal  be  made  to  our  several  creditors  to  defer  their  claims  for 
a period  of  six  months,  their  being  allowed  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per 
annum  during  that  period,  from  the  date  of  their  consent. 

The  Guardians  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  tenders  which  were  laid  before  them  for 
the  appointment  of  a valuator  to  re-value  the  Union. 

Proposed  by  James  Kirkwood,  Esq., 

Seconded  by  Gilbert  Hogg,  Esq., — as  an  amendment, — 

That  the  appointment  of  a valuator  be  postponed  until  next  Board  day. 

The  question  was  put  to  the  vote. 

For  postponement  - 9 

Against  it  - - - - - - 15 

Majority  - - 6 

Proposed  by  Francis  O’Berne,  Esq. 

Seconded  by  John  R.  Peyton,  Esq. — 

That  John  Kean,  of  Sheafield,  be  appointed  valuator. 

Proposed  by  Hugh  Byrne,  Esq. 

Seconded  by  Patrick  Browne,  Esq. — 

That  Mr.  John  Kelly,  of  Roscommon,  be  appointed  valuator. 

The  Board  divided,  and  the  question  was  put  to  the  vote,  when  there  appeared — 

For  Mr.  Kelly  - - - - - 3 

For  Mr.  Kean  - - - - - 20 

Majority  - - - 17 

Resolved, — That  Mr.  John  Kean,  of  Sheafield,  be  appointed  to  re-value  this  Union,  and 
that  he  do  receive  the  sum  of  120  l.  for  his  services,  and  have  the  re-valuation  finished,  and 
his  books  handed  in  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union,  within  four  months  from  the  date  of  his 
appointment;  and  we  approve  of  Mr.  Francis  Kean,  of  Drumshambo, and  Mr.  Bernard  Kion, 
of  Leitrim  Hill,  as  his  securities. 


No.  80,429/49. 

Sir,  December  24, 1849. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  No.  79,142,  transmitting 
a copy  of  Dr.  Phelan’s  Report  to  the  Commissioners  on  his  inspection  of  tbe  workhouse 
in  this  Union;  and  in  reference  thereto,  I beg  to  state,  that  long  before  Dr.  Phelan’s  visit, 
I had  made  it  my  duty  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  nearly  all  the 
points  on  which  Dr.  Phelan  so  justly  animadverts.  1 am  sorry  to  add,  I did  so  with  but 
little  success,  the  Board  not  giving  that  due  consideration  to  my  representations  which 
I conceived  the  gravity  of  the  subject  demanded;  and  the  result  was,  that  no  steps  were 
taken  to  prevent  a recurrence,  or  at  once  put  an  end  to  the  state  of  disorder  into  which 
the  house  has  fallen,  and  the  natural  consequences  of  which  are  daily  manifesting  themselves 
by  the  spread  of  dysentery  and  fever. 

I have  had  occasion  in  my  former  Reports  to  mention  the  great  want  of  unanimity 
amongst  the  officers  of  the  house,  more  particularly  between  the  master  and  matron ; and 
also  that  I had  taken  occasion  to  admonish  them  in  strong  terms  for  this  want  of  cordiality, 
showing  clearly  that  the  discipline  of  the  house  must  suffer  if  it  continued.  I am  sorry  to 
add,  my  exhortation  was  of  little  effect,  as  we  have  gone  from  bad  to  worse;  so  at  the 
present  moment  I can  safely  affirm  I have  never  witnessed  so  dirty  or  ill-regulated  a work- 
house  in  Ireland. 

All  this  was  reported  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  by  myself  on  Wednesday  last,  but  with 
no  visible  effect.  The  fact  is,  that  when  the  Board  do  meet,  much  valuable  time  is  ex- 
pended by  useless  and  irrelevant  discussion,  so  that  little  is  left  for  the  real  business  of  the 
day ; and  when  it  is  considered  that  the  entire  wants  of  the  forthcoming  week  are  to  be 
provided  for,  as  well  as  the  routine  business  of  the  day,  it  is  quite  clear  that  much  is  imper- 
fectly done  or  altogether  neglected. 

It  is  my  intention  to  bring  the  matter  once  more  before  the  Board  on  Wednesday  next, 
when,  I trust,  they  will  no  longer  defer  taking  the  necessary  steps  for  getting  the  house  into 
good  order. 

I am  sorry  to  report,  that  the  master  and  matron  are  both  confined  to  their  be'ds  in 
fever,  as  also  the  assistant-schoolmistress.  The  schoolmistress  left  the  house  yesterday, 
without  leave,  and  has  not  since  returned.  Of  course,  all  this  but  adds  to  the  disorder  of 
the  house.  • •. 

(170.  App.)  3 l 3 I hope 
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•Catrick-on-Shaimon 

Union. 


I hope  to  induce  the  Guardians  to  open  the  Jamestown  auxiliary  house  on  Wednesday 
next,  which  will  relieve  the  main  house  considerably  by  sending  thereto  the  entire  esta- 
blishment of  the  girls’  school. 


To  William  Stanley,  Esq., 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


I have,  &c. 

P.  G.  Haymes, 

T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 


No.  80,429/49. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  January  8,  18i50. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  before  them  your  Report  oi  the  24th  ultimo,  in  reference  to  a previous  Report 
which  they  nad  received  from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Phelan,  on  the  subject  of  the  state  of 
the  workhouse  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  Report  the  Commissioners  have  received  from  Colonel  Clarke 
Poor  Law  Inspector,  a statement  of  the  result  of  his  visit  to  the  Union  on  the  2d  instant’ 
ni  which  further  particulars  of  the  gross  irregularities  which  have  prevailed  in  the  work- 
house  management  have  been  communicated  to  them.  The  Commissioners  are  bound  to 
express  their  surprise  that  you  should  not  have  reported  to  them  upon  the  existence  of  so 
discreditable  a state  of  affairs  as  that  which  has  continued  for  a considerable  time  in  the 
workhouse  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  as-  the  Commissioners  were  for  the  first  time 
informed  by  this  Report. 

. The  Commissioners  have  to  remark,  that  where  abuses  seriously  affecting  the  health  of 
the  workhouse  inmates,  the  maintenance  of  order  and  classification  in  the  establishment, 
or  any  ot  the  other  essentials  of  good  management,  arise  in  an  Union  placed  under  the 
superintendence  of  a lemporary  Inspector,  it  is  the  duty  of  that  officer,  if  his  representa- 
tions  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  should  not  lead  to  their  immediate  correction,  to  bring 
the  facts  fully  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Commissioners,  with  a view  to  the  adoption  of  such 
remedial  measures  as  may  be  effectual. 

The  Commissioners  trust  that  you  will  give  the  utmost  assistance  in  your  power  to 
the  Guardians  in  the  proceedings  adopted  by  them  for  the  reform  of  the  workhouse 
management. 


To  Captain  Haymes,  a.  n. 
Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector, 
Carrick-on-Shannon. 


By  Order,  &c. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  80,876/49. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  CommSo ne/t  at 
the  oidinary  meeting  of  Guardians,  yesterday,  I was  enabled  to  induce  the  Board  to  adopt 

cSLss  SXT wll,ch  w,u’ 1 80011  Iestore  w 

They  have  appointed  respectable  persons  (pro  tm.)  to  act  wthilsf  the  master  and  matron 
are  in  fever ; also  two  wardsmen  and  two  wardswomen,  They  lidve  suspended  the  school- 
mistress for  mitting  the  house  without  leave  (not  the  Srst  time),  she  knowing  her  assistant 
^confined  to  bed  m fever;  thus  leaving  330  children  without  attendance6  for neTCr 

™±C°nrtf;0r  t!’nuUPPiy  of  stra'v  was  and  several  tons  ordered  in  The 

^ Wry.  Ih5  byWof 

Co^^0^10^8^01^0  toeentl^adopted^w’as0 made  ^aand0°I^aveesfrong^hope^  °shoulcHhe 
nnf  in  ddnT  srto^hert£Z.fc5er  °r?dit0M"  tha  ™king  the  new  rate, 

and  LPZSLe  s ^ ~-“cnir 
L0mseub°ieett  ma„lU„hhe  f°ds’  ^ “fY Mre  the“ 

entailing  much  expense,  and  opening  the  door  to  ioblnne  J°If  this  J”?,  S**"'1? 
were  most  desirable.  I therefore  puroose  ureta  J th L . T*  16  aTO,dei’  ‘t 

to  their  creditors,  stating  in  the  moS  explrat  term,  °“  mot^  afPMl 

disgraceful  ^tatfTintC)1  whicn^the^oi^^s^has^llen^viz.^th"  constat  disagreemtmt 

amongst 
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amongst  the  officers  of  the  house ; and,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  it  is  difficult  to  find  out  Canick-on-Shannon 
the  most  culpable,  where  all  are  to  blame.  I pointed  this  fact  out  to  the  Guardians  yester-  Union. 

day,  who  were  constrained  to  admit  of  its  truth  ; and  they  have  decided,  on  the  recovery  

of  the  master  and  matron,  to  inquire  narrowly  into  all  the  circumstances,  and,  if  necessary, 
suspend  the  whole  of  the  officers,  with  a view  of  obtaining  others.  I am  decidedly  of  opinion 
it  is  the  surest  method  of  restoring  good  order  and  discipline  to  the  house. 


To  William  Stanley,  Esq. 
Secretary. 


I have,  &c. 

P.  G.  Haymes, 

T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 


No.  80,876/49. 

Sir,  December  29,  1849. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  report,  dated  the  27th  instant,  relating  to  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union ; and  referring  to  your  statement,  that  the  schoolmistress  of  the 
workhouse  has  been  suspended  for  leaving  the  workhouse  without  leave,  I am  to  request 
that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a special  report  on  the 
conduct  of  the  schoolmistress. 

It  will  be  necessary  that  the  Commissioners  should  either  remove  the  suspension,  or 
confirm  it  by  the  dismissal  of  the  officer  suspended,  and  they  must  therefore  he  furnished 
with  all  the  particulars  of.  her  misconduct.  They  will  also  be  glad  to  receive  your  own 
opinion  of  the  case  at  the  same  time. 

By  Order,  8cc. 

W.  Stanley.  Secretary. 

To  Captain  Haymes,  r.n. 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  Carrick-on-Shannon. 


Extracts  from  Guardians’  Minutes,  dated  December  26,  1849. 

No.  81,049/49. 

In  consequence  of  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  and  Visiting  Committee,  the  Board 
thought  it  desirable  to  appoint  a special  Committee  to  inspect  the  house,  and  make  such 
suggestions  as  may  be  considered  necessary  for  its  immediate  improvement.  The  Committee 
consisted  of  the  following  gentlemen : — 

William  Lloyd,  Esq.,  Vice-Chairman.  Captain  Cox. 

Captain  Hanly.  Captain  Duckworth. 

Having,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Board,  visited  and  examined  the  house  in 
all  its  departments,  we  regret  to  find  that  the  statements  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  his 
Report  are  fully  borne  out.  The  house  is  in  a most  filthy  and  disordered  state,  and  totally 
devoid  of  system  or  discipline ; for  instance,  the  children  were  only  going  to  their  breakfast 
at  half-past  12  o’clock,  the  dining-hall  and  tables  wet  and  dirty,  the  corridors  running  over 
with  water,  and  classification  wholly  unattended  to,  and  a most  noxious  smell  pervading  the 
whole  premises ; the  clothing  of  the  paupers  filthy  and  bad,  and  their  linen  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  washed  for  several  week's ; the  washing  in  the  laundry  appears  also  to  have 
been  improperly  performed.  We  examined  the  bread,  and  found  it  bad  and  sour.  The 
cooking  kitchen  is  in  a most  defective  state,  the  boilers  being  totally  insufficient  for  the 
numbers  to  be  supplied,  and  b&dly  set. 

We,  therefore,  take  leave  to  offer  the  following  suggestions  for  the  immediate  adoption  of 
the  Board,  as  the  only  means  to  check  the  progress  of  disease,  which  has  lately  been  on  the 
increase,  and  to  improve  its  sanitary  condition. 

The  master  being  now  in  fever,  we  recommend  that  an  efficient  assistant  be  immediately 
appointed. 

The  matron  being  also  in  fever,  we  recommend  that  an  efficient  assistant  be  appointed  to 
perform  the  duties  of  matron.  W e are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  staff  of  the  house  is 
not  sufficient ; we  therefore  suggest  the  following  improvements : — Two  wardamen  and  two 
wardswomen  should  be  appointed  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  master  and  matron  in  their 
respective  departments ; and  we  strongly  recommend  that  they  should  be  paid  officers,  and 
not  paupers.  We  recommend  that  the  dining-hall  should  be  flagged,  and  that  the  water 
from  the  roof  should  be  turned  into  the  well,  in  order  to  increase  the  supply  of  water  where 
such  a deficiency  exists. 

We  would  also  recommend  the  old  clothes  store  should  be  removed,  and  that  two  small 
sheds  should  be  built  in  connexion  with  the  probationary  wards,  to  hold  the  old  and  filthy 
clothing  of  the  paupers  when  admitted.  Finding  that  the  number  of  the  paupers  in  the 
house  are  1,120,  we  consider  that  steps  should  be  immediately  adopted  to  reduce  the  number 
very  considerably. 

Since  closing  the  foregoing  report,  we  have  ascertained  with  suiprise  and  regret  that  some 
of  the  wards  have  not  had  a supply  of  straw  for  a period  of  seven  months  ; we  therefore  call 
on  the  Board  to  adopt  immediate  measures  to  supply  the  different  wards  with  straw. 

(170.  App.)  3 L 4 Ordered, 
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Ordered, — That  advertisements  be  made  in  the  “ General  Advertiser,”  and  by  handbills’ 
for  two  wardsmen  and  wardswomen,  the  former  at  a salary  of  10/.  per  annum,  the  latter  at 
5/.  per  annum,  together  with  rations ; also  for  a master  of  the  auxiliary  house  at  Jamestown, 
at  a salary  of  20 1.  per  annum,  with  apartment  and  rations. 

Tenders  to  be  received  on  or  before  11  o’clock,  on  Wednesday,  the  9th  of  January  1850 
when  candidates  with  testimonials  must  be  in  attendance. 

Ordered, — That  half  a pound  of  soap  be  allowed  for  washing  each  dozen  of  clothes,  the 
matron  having  reported  the  present  quantity  allowed  not  sufficient. 

Ordered, — That  one  and  a half  pound  of  soap  per  week  be  allowed  each  ward,  for  the 
purpose  of  cleansing  the  paupers  therein. 

Resolved, — That  the  tender  of  Bernard  Kennedy  to  supply  the  workhouse  with  straw  at 
16  s.  8 d.  per  ton,  for  three  months,  be  accepted,  and  that  he  be  called  upon  to  have  his  bond 
and  contract  perfected  immediately. 

Resolved, — That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  to  act  as  a Visiting  Committee 
for  the  ensuing  week  : — 

Captain  Cox,  Mr.  Backhouse,  and  Mr.  M‘  Dermott. 

Ordered,— That  as  soon  as  straw  be  procured  for  beds,  that  Jamestown  auxiliary  be  opened 
and  occupied.  1 


Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes,  dated  December  20,  1849. 

Wo.  81,049/49. 

Medical  Officer’s  Report. 

Latterly  the  spread  of  disease  in  our  workhouse  has  been  such  as  to  threaten  us  with  a 
repetition  of  the  scenes  of  1846  ; fever,  particularly,  is  on  the  increase.  Amongst  those 
attacked  are  Mr.  Williamson,  the  master,  Miss  Greham,  schoolmistress-assistant,  and  Mrs 
Kelly,  the  matron ; in  the  latter,  however,  it  is  of  the  gastric  character. 

From  the  numerous  admissions  of  externs,  added  to  these  cases  arising  in  the  house,  our 
new  fever  hospital  is  likely  to  be  soon  filled.  It  behoves  us,  therefore,  to  put  forth  every 
energy  to  meet  the  threatened  difficulties.  J 

. ^ remark,  in  the  first  place,  the  house  is  considerably  crowded,  and  promptness  in  reducing 
it  to  the  prescribed  number  is  indispensable.  ° 

Secondly,  cm  house  and  premises  are  anything  but  satisfactory  as  respects  cleanliness  and 
regularity.  I find  many  of  the  inmates  have  not  had  a change  of  linen  for  several  weeks 
their  persons  filthy,  and  exhaling  a most  unpleasant  odour.  Tile  reason  assigned  is  a want 
of  sufficient  soap,  and  bad  supply  of  water.  Even  the  articles  furnished  from  the  laundry 
should  in  many  instances  be  considered  unwashed.  J 

Thirdly,  I couceive  the  small  children  (some  of  whom  are  imperfectly  clothed)  passim, 
night  and  morning,  in  bad  weather,  to  and  from  the  anxiliaiy  houses,  arerthereby  more  pre° 
djsposed  to  disease,  particularly  fever;  and  lastly,  the  want  of  a proper  staff  (from  the 
difficulties  ^ °fficers^  to  cany  out  tlle  riecessary  measures,  must  adcl  considerably  to  our 

I therefore  strongly  recommend  the  Board’s  particular  attention  to  the  foregoing-  state- 
ments, and  at  once  to  use  every  available  means  to  avoid  the  threatened  visitation. 

George  Manns,  m.  n. 


No  81  049/49  Copt  of  Colonel  Clarke's  Observations,  referred  to. 

tov')lIsMl  ShJlTT6  Slw  a 576  of  affair3  could  Save  “isteTwithouftofa'sp 
long.  I shall  visit  the  Board  on  Wednesday,  and  will  urge  instant  remedial  measures. 


No.  81  049/49  C0PY  Colonel  Clahke's  further  Observations. 

(O.)— It  appears  that  the  pauper  inmates  of  the  workhouse  have  not  had  a change  of 
It  was  S'P'7  ia  ^ in its  filth nnwLlS T 

Union  was  sold  in  lar^e  quLities’ taT hZrf  &S=k“  S°“P  an<l  °ther  °f 

workhouse  offe  dT«:M1>  corridors,  and  every  other  part  of  the 

paupSersC.SardS  'h<!re  “ * *°tal  Want  °f  disciPlilK  and  classification  amongst  tile 

“n  t,,e  rdief  list  d0K  uorrespond  with  the 
register,  mere  appearing  to  be  errors  m numbers  and  dates.  v 

thek  retuSesunDlv  of  food^Vhe  ST*  BySt*“  pU';SUed  as  to  seein§  that  paupers  got 
tneir  reaular  supply  of  food.  The  baker  was  given  large  quantities  of  flour  at  one  time,.. 

without 
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without  any  efficient  check  on  the  quantity  of  bread  produced.  The  assistant  master  was  Carrick-on-Shannon 
detected  receiving  loaves  from  the  baker  weighing  only  2 1 lbs.,  which  should  have  weighed  Union. 

3 lbs.  ° 

The  gate  of  the  male  adult  yard  has  been  left  continually  open,  thus  affording  ingress  and 
egress  at  all  hours,  the  office  of  porter  being  thus  made  useless. 

The  inconvenience  of  late  hours  for  meals  will  be  remedied  by  the  immediate  erection  of 
Robinson’s  steam  cooking  apparatus,  which  applies  also  to  the  laundry  and  diving  room 
and  I think  Mr.  Wilkinson  should  call  upon  the  clerk  of  works  who  was  employed,  as  to  the 
probability  of  obtaining  a sufficient  supply  of  water. 

January  3,  1850.  W.  A.  C. 


No.  81,049/49. 

Sir,  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  January  10,  1850. 

W ith  reference  to  the  letters  addressed  to  yourself  and  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  on  the  8th  instant,  relating  to  the  state  of  the  workhouse,  the 
Commissioners  have  to  state,  that  their  attention  has  been  directed  by  Colonel  Clarke  to  the 
following  irregularities;  namely,  that  the  pauper  inmates  of  the  workhouse  have  not  had  a 
change  of  iinen  for  many  weeks,  while  an  abundant  supply  was  lying  unwashed  ; that  soap 
and  other  property  of  the  Union  have  been  sold  in  large  quantities  in  the  town  of  Carrick ; 
and  that  the  dormitories,  laundry,  kitchen,  dining-hall,  corridors,  and  every  other  part  of  the 
workhouse  under  charge  of  the  matron  and  assistant  matron  were  in  a most  filthy  and  dis- 
gusting state. 

As  regards  the  manner  in  which  the  duties  of  the  master  of  the  workhouse  are  discharged, 
Colonel  Clarke  states,  that  there  has  been  a total  want  of  discipline  and  classification 
amongst  the  paupers ; that  the  clothing  books  have  not  been  made  up ; and  that  the  relief 
list  does  not  correspond  with  the  register,  there  appearing  to  be  errors  both  in  numbers 
and  dates. 

It  appears  that  no  proper  system  has  been  pursued  to  insure  to  the  paupers  their  regular 
supply  of  food  ; that  the  baker  was  given  large  quantities  of  flour  at  one  time,  without  any 
sufficient  check  as  to  the  quantity  of  bread  produced;  and  that  the  assistant  master  was 
detected  receiving  loaves  from  the  baker  weighing  only  2 j lbs.  which  should  have  weighed 
3 lbs.  The  Commissioners  are  further  informed,  that  the  gate  of  the  male  adult  yard  has 
been  left  continually  open,  thus  affording  ingress  and  egress  at  all  hours. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  receiving  a report  from  you  each  week,  showing  what 
is  being  done  towards  the  remedy  of  these  serious  defects  in  the  management  of  the  work- 
house. 

They  also  wish  that  you  should  make  inquiry  upon  oath  with  regard  to  the  purloining  of 
soap  and  other  property  of  the  Union,  and  with  regard  to  the  short  weight  of  bread  produced 
from  the  flour  supplied.  If  the  evidence  upon  either  subject  is  found  to  be  sufficiently  clear 
and  explicit,  it  will  be  for  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  consider  whether  the  parties  implicated 
should  not  be  proceeded  against. 

• By  Order,  See. 

W.  Stanley, 

To  Captain  Haymes,  T.  P.  L.  Inspector,  ' Secretary. 

Carrick-on-Shannon. 


No.  81,049/49. 

Sir,  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  Januavy  10, 1850. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have  had 
before  them  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union  on  the  26th  ultimo,  containing  a copy  of  a Report  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
workhouse,  in  which  he  ascribes  the  want  of  cleanliness  in  the  establishment  to  the  deficient 
supply  of  water. 

I am  directed  to  request  your  attention  to  the  subject,  and  suggest,  for  your  consideration, 
the  expediency  of  communicating  with  the  clerk  of  works,  who  has  been  employed  at  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  workhouse,  as  to  the  means  which  should  be  adopted  to  obtain  a suffi- 
cient supply  of  water. 

I have,  &c. 

W.  Stanley, 

To  George  Wilkinson,  Esq.  Secretary. 

&c.  See.  Sc c. 


No.  624/50. 

Sir,  January  2,  1850. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  No.  80,876,  wherein  the  Commissioners  request  me  to  inquire 
ipto  and  report  on  the  circumstances  attending  the  suspension  from  duty  of  the  school- 
mistress of  this  Union,  I beg  to  state,  that  on  inquiry  I found  she  had  sent  in  her  resigna- 
tion, which  was  this  day  received  by  the  Board,  and  advertisements  directed  to  be  made 
for  another  schoolmistress,  to  be  elected  this  day  fortnight. 

(170.  App.)  3M  I have 
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I have  also  to  report,  that  the  Board  (in  consequence  of  various  gross  irregularities  having 
been  brought  to  light,  and  from  which  the  present  disgraceful  state  of  the  house  has  mainly 
resulted)  have  thought  it  necessary  to  call  on  the  chief  officers  of  the  house,  viz.  the  master, 
matron,  assistant  master,  and  assistant  matron,  to  resign  their  situations,  when  they  shall 
have  sufficiently  recovered  from  their  present  illness. 

Colonel  Clarke,  who  was  present  at  the  meeting,  will  inform  the  Commissioners  of  the 
necessity  for  this  proceeding ; and,  as  the  case  is  most  urgent  that  efficient  officers  should 
he  appointed  with  all  convenient  speed,  I beg  leave  to  recommend  the  Commissioners’ 
sanction  being  given  to  advertisements  being  issued  at  once  for  the  election  of  the  above- 
named  officers  in  14  days  hence. 

The  Board  are  now  fully  alive  to  the.  necessity  of  enforcing  the  most  energetic  measures 
to  restore  the  house  to  cleanliness  and  discipline,  and  have  appointed  a committee  of  three 
members,  who  kindly  volunteered  their  services,  to  work  daily  in  conjunction  with  my  sug- 
gestions, so  that  I entertain  strong  hopes  of  a speedy  return  to  order. 

Three  collectors  have  been  directed  to  be  brought  before  the  magistrates,  for  non- 
attendance  for  the  examination  of  their  accounts,  and  retaining  balances  in  their  hands 
which  have  been  repeatedly  ordered  to  be  paid  in.  A fourth,  Mr.  Billon  Purcell,  and  his 
sureties,  are  ordered  to  be  forthwith  proceeded  against  for  a balance  of  58  Z.,  near  two 
months  in  his  hands. 

If  the  Board  will  only  act  up  to  this  display  of  energy,  I see  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
Union  being  soon  in  a wholesome  and  solvent  state,  and  feel  persuaded  the  creditors  of  the 
Union  will  be  induced  to  stay  further  law  proceedings,  when  they  see  the  words  of  the 
Guardians  are  borne  out  by  their  actions. 

I do  not  anticipate  any  obstruction  to  the  striking  the  new  rate,  in  accordance  with  the 
Commissioners’ recommendation,  on  this  day  week,  and  trust  it  will  be  put  in  course  of 
collection  early  in  the  ensuing  month. 

I have,  &c. 

To  William  Stanley,  Esq.,  Secretary,  P.  G.  IIaymes 

&c.  8cc.  &c.  Temporary  Poor  Law’ Inspector. 


No.  823/50. 


Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes,  dated  January  2,  1850. 


Medical  Officer's  Report. 

(A.)— Our  sanitary  condition  still  continues  to  assume  a more  gloomy  character  ■ disease 
is  considerably  on  the  increase,  particularly  fever  and  dysentery,  and  many  extreme’ cases  of 
the  former  complaints  are  admitted,  which  add  considerably  to  our  difficulties : pectoral 
affections  are  likewise  prevalent,  and  several  children  are  exhibiting  the  same  state  of 
marasmus  as  in  former  years. 

The  master  continues  in  a very  precarious  state;  neither  can  any  improvement  in  the 
matron  be  reported.  I regret,  likewise,  to  say  the  porter  exhibits  symptoms  of  fever 
Altogether  we  have  threatening  prospects  a-head ; to  meet  which,  I would  recommend  most 
particular  attention  to  cleanliness,  regularity  in  meal  hours,  and  warm  clothing. 

Minute  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  various  irregularities  having  come  to  light  respecting  the  manner  in  which  the  officers 

he|hmaR  ’ and  T1StaIlt  matr011.)  l'a™  performed  their  varioui 

dutres,  the  Board  feel  they  should  be  permitted  to  resign;  and  they  wish  to  solicit  the  nor- 
mission  of  the  Commissioners  to  advertise  for  successors  to  them.  ” 

Resolution  of  Board  of  Guardians. 

Resolved, -The  Clerk  do  write  to  the  creditors  of  the  Union  to  the  following  effect  • 
that  as  a new  rate  will  be  struck  on  the  9th  instant,  and  put  into  collection  with  the  leasi 
possible  delay  he  Guardians  have  every  reasonable  hope  of  being  shortly  in  a bos  tion  to 
offer  such  instalments  to  the creditors  as  will  satisfy  them  of  tie  ani  desire  of  the 
Guardians  to  effect  a gradual  liquidation  of  their  debts.  The  Guardians,  therefore trust 
the  creditors  w.11  perceive  it  rs  their  own  interest  to  stay  all  further  legal  proceed?n7s  „h”h 
can  hut  tend  to  the  father  embarrassment  of  the  Union  and  thereKv  LZ  ” . j 
finite  period  the  settlement  of  its  affairs.  y plotraot  to  an  mde- 


No.  823/50. 


Observations  of  Colonel  Clarke,  dated  January  5,  1850. 


(A  )-Theeb  is,  no  doubt,  much  to  be  remedied  in  the  management  of  the  workhouse  ■ but 
the  statement  of  numbers  under  medical  treatment  shows  an  Increase,  during  the  ^eek,  of 

three 
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three  in  the  infirmary,  and  two  in  the  fever  hospital,  the  deaths  being  six.  This  does  not  Carrick-on-Shannon 
appear  to  corroborate  the  very  strong  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer.  Union. 

(G.) — This  arrangement  will  give  all  the  paupers  breakfast  at  a proper  hour ; the  boilers  

at  present  in  use  not  being  sufficiently  large  to  contain  stirabout  for  the  whole  number  at 
one  boiling. 


No.  823/50. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  January  8,  1850. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  under  their  consideration  the  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  on  the  2d  instant,  relating  to  the  state  of  the  Union  Workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  were  first  informed  of  the  existence  of  serious  irregularities  in  the 
management  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Workhouse  by  a Report  from  their  Medical 
Inspector,  Mr.  Phelan,  dated  the  17th  ultimo ; they  have  since  received  further  Reports 
from  Colonel  Clarke  and  Captain  Haymes,  Temporary  Inspector  of  the  Union.  The  Com- 
missioners are  informed  by  Captain  Haymes,  that  some  time  before  the  date  of  Mr.  Phelan’s 
Report,  he  brought  the  several  irregularities  which  have  prevailed  in  the  workhouse  fully 
under  the  notice  of  the  Guardians ; but  he  states  that,  until  recently,  no  effectual  steps  have 
been  taken  to  remedy  the  evil. 

The  Commissioners  approve  of  the  course  adopted  by  the  Guardians  of  requiring  (he 
immediate  resignation  of  the  workhouse  officers,  and  if  that  course  had  not  been  adopted, 
they  would  have  been  prepared  to  remove  them  by  sealed  order.  The  Commissioners 
trust  that  effectual  steps  have  already  been  taken  to  remedy  the  more  serious  abuses  which 
have  prevailed  in  the  workhouse,  as  regards  the  over-crowding  of  the  inmates,  want  of 
cleanliness,  neglect  of  classification,  irregularity  as  to  meals,  and  want  of  clean  linen.  The 
Commissioners  have  requested  Captain  Haymes  to  give  his  assistance  to  the  Guardians  in 
the  proceedings  adopted  by  them  for  the  reform  of  the  management  of  the  workhouse. 

By  Order  of  the  Commissioners, 

To  the  Clerk  to  the  W.  Stanley, 

Board  of  Guardians,  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union.  Secretary. 


No.  2,165/50. 

Sir,  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  January  10,  1850. 

I beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  at  their  ordinary  meeting  of  yesterday,  decided  on  the  making  of  a rate  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  Instructions  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  by  which  a sum 
amounting  to  1,606 1.  will  become  available  for  the  repayment  of  Government  advances 
made  in  1847.  The  Board  has  directed  the  rate-books  to  be  expedited  with  all  convenient 
despatch ; and  I trust  the  warrants  will  be  signed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  collectors  in  the 
course  of  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  at  farthest. 

The  Board  has  also  adopted  my  suggestions  for  the  division  of  the  Union  into  five  relief 
districts,  the  minimum  salary  being  32 1.  per  annum,  and  the  maximum  40 1.  The  Guar- 
dians have  likewise  adopted  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  salary 
of  the  medical  officer  and  apothecary. 

I am  happy  to  report,  that  the  House  Committee  have,  by  their  unceasing  excertions,  pro- 
duced a sensible  amelioration  in  the  cleanliness  and  discipline  of  the  house.  Much,  how- 
ever, remains  to  be  done  to  bring  it  to  the  desired  state ; and  the  Committee  have  consented, 
at  the  earnest  request  of  the  Board,  to  continue  their  valuable  services  for  another  week. 
Meantime  the  house  is  much  relieved  by  the  removal  of  the  entire  establishment  of  the 
girls’  school  to  Jamestown.  Advertisements  have  been  ordered  for  a new  master,  matron, 

forter  and  schoolmaster;  and  when  these  officers  shall  be  elected,  and  they  prove  efficient, 
have  little  doubt  of  the  house  resuming  its  former  healthy  state.  A more  rapid  reforma- 
tion would  have  taken  place,  but  for  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a sufficiency  of  water,  which 
has  to  be  brought  to  the  house  a considerable  distance  by  water-carts,  buckets,  tubs,  &c., 
thereby  causing  much  confusion  and  inconvenience. 

The  Guardians  have  decided  on  recommencing  the  sinking  the  well  on  the  premises, 
which  at  present  is  useless. 

L have  given  the  House  Committee  every  moment  of  time  I could  spare  from  my  other 
duties,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so  ; but  until  efficient  officers  are  installed,  and  an  ample 
supply  of  water  obtained,  I cannot  anticipate  a complete  restoration  to  order  and  cleanliness, 

I have,  &c. 

To  W.  Stanley,  Esq.,  Secretary,  P.  G.  Haymes, 

&c.  &c.  & c.  T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 


(170.  Arp.) 
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Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


No.  2,165/50. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
■Sir,  January  15,  1850. 

With  reference  to  the  observation  contained  in  your  Report,  dated  the  10th  instant, 
to  the  effect  that  the  House  Committee  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Workhouse  have  con- 
sented to  continue  their  valuable  services  for  another  week,  I am  directed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  to  request,  that  you 
will  be  good  enough  to  state  what  arrangements  have  hitherto  been  made  under  the  50th 
Article  of  the  General  Regulations  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Workhouse,  and  if  there  is  a 
Visiting  Committee,  independent  of  the  House  Committee  referred  to. 

By  Order,  &c. 

To  Captain  Haymes,  R.  N.,  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

T.  P.  L.  Inspector,  Carrick-on-Shannon. 


No.  2,575/50. 

Sir,  January  13,  1850. 

In  compliance  with  the  Commissioners’  directions,  I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  the 
state  of  this  Union  is  undergoing  a gradual  reformation  and  improvement,  but  in  con- 
sequence of  the  many  obstacles  the  Guardians  have  had  to  encounter,  such  as  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  officers  of  the  workhouse,  their  subsequent  prostration  by  fever,  the  numerous 
irregularities  in  the  keeping  of  the  books,  and,  above  all,  the  embarrassed  state  of  the 
finances,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  re-organization  of  such  an  establishment  can  be 
effected  suddenly  and  at  once. 

I am,  however,  enabled  to  report  that  already  much  has  been  done  towards  the  re-esta- 
blishment  of  cleanliness,  discipline  and  order,  and  from  the  unceasing  efforts  of  the  gentlemen 
appointed  as  the  House  Committee,  1 have  every  reason  to  anticipate  that  eventually  the 
whole  establishment  will  be  placed  on  a firmer  and  better  footing  than  it  has  ever  yet 
arrived  at.  Of  course,  the  maintaining  this  state  will  depend  wholly  on  the  efficiency  of  the 
responsible  officers  they  are  about  to  appoint,  and  I trust  the  Guurdians  will  fully  appre- 
ciate the  necessity  of  making  a proper  selection. 

The  Commissioners  have  been  informed  by  the  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  last  month  of 
the  intention  to  erect  a cooking  apparatus  by  steam,  as  also  a drying  laundry,  after  the 
patent  of  “ Davis  and  Symington.”  The  arrangements  were  made  with  Mr.  Robinson  of 
Belfast,  and  he  had  already  despatched  one  half  the  apparatus,  when  he  (having  heard  of 
the  embarrassed  state  of  the  Union’s  finances')  declined  proceeding  without  a personal 
guarantee  from  the  Guardians.  This,  of  course,  was  refused ; but  as  the  new  rates  have  been 
decided  on,  and  Mr.  Robinson  been  written  to  on  the  occasion,  I trust  he  will  consent  to 
proceed  with  the  work.  This  delay  has  caused  considerable  inconvenience  in  the  kitchen  ; 
the  small  boilers  now  in  use  being  insufficient  to  supply  all  the  inmates  with  food  at  the 
same  time ; hence  the  delay  and  irregularity  in  the  meals.  I should  state  that  the  large 
boilers  originally  in  use  are  both  broken. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  veport  on  the  detail  of  the  different  departments  of  the 
house,  as  I have  already  stated  that  all  are  in  a state  of  transition  and  gradually  improving. 
I,  however,  beg  to  notice  (as  regards  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house),  that  much  has 
been  effected  by  the  removal  of  the  female  school  to  Jamestown,  to  the  number  of  350. 
Arrangements  are  about  to  be  made  for  the  removal  of  the  aged  and  infirm  to  an  auxiliary 
house,  which  will  afford  ample  accommodation  to  the  medical  officer  for  the  treatment  of 
infirmary  cases ; and  as  there  is  a temporary  fever  shed  in  connexion  with  the  fever  hospital, 
this  can  be  occupied  if  required. 

1 trust  the  Commissioners  will  bear  in  mind  what  the  medical  officers  appear  to  have 
lost  sight  of  in  their  reports  ; viz.,  that  at  this  period  of  last  year  there  were  several  thou- 
sands receiving  out-door  relief ; hundreds  of  these  were-  in  sickness ; they  died,  and  were 
buried  at  the  expense  of  the  Union,  without  any  one  of  them  coming  under  the  cognizance 
of  the  medical  officer,  or  entering  into  his  reports.  Now,  on  the  contrary,  all  such  cases  are 
. taken  into  the  workhouse,  and  it  is  a well-ascertained  fact,  that  the  people  will  not  seek  for 
admittance  until  they  are  reduced  to  such  a state  as  to  preclude  the  hope  of  recovery. 
This  will  account  in  a great  measure  for  the  augmentation  observed  in  the  returns  of  mor- 
tality; but  from  my  own  experience,  and  the  inquiries  I have  made  from  competent  persons, 
I am  of  opinion  there  is  not  more  fever  and  dysentery  prevailing  at  present  than  usually  occurs 
at  this  period  of  the  year ; but  the  fact  of  there  being  more  in  the  workhouse  is  undoubted, 
and  accounted  for  as  above.  It  is,  therefore,  natural  to  conclude,  that  all  medical  officers 
should  be  strongly  prejudiced  m favour  of  out-door  relief,— first,  because  it  relieves  them  of 
many  responsible  and  arduous  duties,  by  lessening  the  number  of  the  sick;  and  secondly, 
because  they  have  a laudable  desire  to  keep  as  low  as  possible  the  return  of  deaths  in  the 
workhouse. 

I have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  make  the  above  observations,  simply  from  the  elaborate 
medical  reports  that  have  lately  fallen  under  my  notice,  which,  although  in  point  of  fact 
containing  nothing  but  the  real  truth,  were,  in  ray  opinion  uncalled  for  at  the  time,  when  it 
was  known  that  a Committee  of  Guardians  were  attending  daily,  nay  even  to  a late  hour 
at  night,  expressly  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of.  If  I err  in  this  opinion,  I trust  the 
Commissioners  will  give  me  credit  for  the  strong  desire  I possess  of  rendering  justice  to 

all 
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all  parties ; but  I cannot  avoid  thinking  that  such  reports  are  more  calculated  to  disgust  Carrick-on-Shannon, 
the  Guardians  from  giving  up  their  time  to  their  unremunerated  duties,  rather  than  Union, 

induce  them  to  continue  their  laudable  efforts  at  reformation  for  the  general  welfare  of  * 

the  Union. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  assure  the  Commissioners,  that  no  efforts  on  my  part  shall  be 
wanting  to  co-operate  with  the  Guardians ; and  as  I have  already  stated,  the  energetic  steps 
taken,  and  the  appointment  of  efficient  officers,  will,  I have  little  doubt,  in  a certain  time 
effect  a complete  restoraton  of  the  establishment,  in  strict  conformity  with  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  law. 

[ have,  &c. 

P.  G.  Haymes, 

To  William  Stanley,  Esq.  T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 

Secretary. 


No.  4,987  50. 


Sir,  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  January  24,  1850. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  No.  2,165/50,  referring  to  the  House  Committee  having  consented 
to  continue  their  services  another  week,  and  requesting  to  be  informed  what  arrangements 
have  hitherto  been  made  under  Article  59  of  the  General  Rules,  &c.  &c. ; ° 

I beg  to  stale,  that  the  directions  contained  in  the  said  article  have  been  fully  complied 
with,  and  that  a Visiting  Committee  has  been  regularly  appointed  each  week,  although  the 
said  Committee  have  not  answered  in  due  form  the  several  queries  contained  in  the  visiting 
book.  This  informality  I have  pointed  out  to  the  Board,  and  they  have  given  directions, 
that  in  future  the  queries  shall  be  answered  as  set  forth. 

The  House  Committee  was  appointed  specially  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  house  in 
all  its  departments,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Board  every  week.  This  Committee  has  been 
of  great  service  in  tracing  to  their  original  source  the  many  great  irregularities  that  have 
long  existed,  and  which  they  justly  attribute  to  the  gross  neglect  of  duty  of  all  the  officers, 
of  the  house. 

I am  happy  to  add,  the  Guardians  at  their  meeting  of  yesterday  elected  new  officers, 
who,  from  their  testimonials  and  high  recommendations,  I trust  will  prove  efficient. 


To  W.  Stanley,  Esq.,  &c. 


I have,  &c. 

P.  G.  Haymes, 

T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 


No.  XXI. 

Letter  from  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath  to  the  Commissioners. 

No.  642/50. 

u Sir>  , , „ , Board  Room,  January  2, 1850. 

Deferring  to  the  scale  of  rates  proposed  to  be  struck  on  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union, 
the  Hoard  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  a remarkable  fact  respecting' 
some  tends  lately  the  property  of  the  Crown,  called  Bally  Kilcline,  in  the  Electoral  Division 
ot  Kilglass,  but  now  purchased  by  an  individual.  Strange  to  say,  those  lands  have  never 

paid  poor-rate.  They  have  been,  notwithstanding,  duly  valued  in  the  rate-book:  and  the 
Hoard  ot  Guardians  desire,  in  the  name  of  justice,  that  the  Commissioners  will  now  on  the 
eve  of  an  excessive  rate  being  levied  on  this  Electoral  Division,  which  it  never  can  pav  &c 
to  compel  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  to  pay  up  these  arrears  of  rates  ’ and 
that  they  will  also  be  so  good  as  to  authorize  the  proposed  rate  of  4 s.  10  i d.  to  be  fevied 
in  such  instalments  as  the  rate-payers  can  meet.  There  cannot  be  a doubt  that  the 
proposed  rate  of  4 s.  10 A d.  on  that  Electoral  Division  will  be  considerably  less  when  the 
rateable  value  of  those  lands  are  calculated  upon.  The  lands  of  Bally  Kilcline  contain  by  the 
Ordnance  valuation  about  700  statute  acres.  J 

I have,  &c. 

w.  Stanley,  Esq.  Westmeath, 

Chairman. 


(170.  App.) 
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Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union, 


No.  642/50. 

Arrears  Due  on  the  Lands  of  Bally  Kilolike,  in  Kilglass  Electoral  Division. 


Year. 

Statute  Measure. 

Value. 

RATE. 

A.  R.  P. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d.  s.  d. 

1842 

610  2 6 

325  14  - 

6 15  8 $ at  - 5 in  the  pound. 

1843 

608  1 6 

315  10  - 

6 11  5 4 „ - 5 „ 

1844 

- 

- 

6 11  5 j - 5 „ 

1845 

- 

- 

6 11  5 4 „ - 5 „ 

1846 

- 

- 

13  2 11  „ - 10  „ 

1847 

- 

- 

47  9 11  J „ 2 11  „ 

1848 

- 

- 

50  17  9 | „ 3 1 J „ 

1849 

- 

60  17  8 i „ 3 It  „ 

Total  Amount 

- £. 

188  18  7 

Deduct  - 

- 

11  7 11 

Total  Due  - - £. 

177  10  8 

Note. — The  deduction  is  made  for  small  sums  paid  by  occupiers  in  these  lands  in  the 
years  1842, 1843  and  1844. 


Copy  Reply,  dated  January  4,  1850. 

No.  642/50. 

My  Lord,  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  January  4,  1850. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship’s  letter  of  the  2d  instant;  and  I am 
to  state  that  the  subject  of  your  communication  will  receive  the  Commissioners’  attention. 

I have,  8tc. 

To  the  Most  Noble  W".  Stanley, 

The  Marquess  of  Westmeath,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Secretary. 

Carrick-on-Shannon. 


Copy  further  Reply,  dated  January  8,  1850. 

No.  642/50. 

My  Lord,  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  January  8,  1850. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have  had 
under  consideration  your  Lordship’s  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  rating  of 
the  lands  of  Bally  Kilcline,  lately  the  property  of  the  Crown,  in  the  Electoral  Division 
of  Kilglass,  in  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  and  the  proposed  collection,  by  instalments,  of 
the  rate  recently  agreed  to  on  that  division. 

As  regards  the  lands  of  Bally  Kilcline,  the  Commissioners  are  informed  that  these  lands 
were  originally  valued,  in  1842,  at  235 1.  14  s.,  and  a rate  made  thereon  of  6 l.  15  s.  8 4 d. 
At  this  time  it  appears  there  were  five  occupiers  on  parts  of  the  land,  who  left,' after  paying 
a portion  of  the  rates  for  three  years,  when  the  land  being  unoccupied,  and  belonging  to 
the  Crown,  it  was  supposed  exempt  from  poor-rate,  and  the  valuation  and  arrears  were 
erased  from  the  Rate-book  on  the  9th  of  August.  1845,  since  which  period  the  valuation  of 
these  lands  has  not  been  carried  to  the  credit  of  Kilglass  Electoral  Division. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  while  in  the  occupation  of  the  Crown  these  lands  were 
not  rateable ; and  they  do  not  see  what  arrears  can  now  be  brought  forward  against  the 
present  occupier,  who  will,  of  course,  be  rated  in  the  next  rate. 

. A®  t0  the  collection  of  the  rate  of  4 s.  10  J d.  recently  made  on  the  Electoral  Division  bv 
instalments,  the  Commissioners  trust  that  this  course  will  not  be  thought  necessary  as 
various  objections  exist  to  it,  mainly  on  the  ground  of  interference  caused  thereby  with  the 
statutory  powers  of  the  collectors,  and  the  means  of  enforcing  due  accountability,  and  the 
security  possessed  by  the  Guardians  under  the  usual  form  of  the  collector’s  bond. 

I have,  &c. 

To  the  Most  Noble  w Stanley 

The  Marquess  of  Westmeath,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Carrick-on-Shannon.  Secretary. 


(Copy.) 
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_ v Carrick-on-Shannon 

(Copy.)  Union. 

Letter  from  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath  to  the  Under-Secretary  for  Ireland,  dated 
February  12,  1850;  referred  to  the  Commissioners. 

No.  9,883/50. 

Sir  Clonteen,  Drumsna,  February  12, 1850. 

Having  reference  to  the  Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
during  the  last  Session,  now  lately  published,  in  which  they  long  desired,  and  frequently 
petitioned,  for  principle,  “ that  credit  should  be  given  to  rate-payers  in  Electoral  Divisions,  • 
m their  rates,  for  gratuitous  employment  given  to  the  population,”  is  conceded ; and  have  * * 
to  bring  under  your  notice  a case  of  peculiar  hardship,  with  which  I and  the  other  rate- 
payers of  the  Electoral  Division  of  Kilglass,  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  and  county  of 
Roscommon,  are  about  to  be  made  to  suffer,  which,  I think,  if  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  his  Excellency  would  not  approve  of. 

A new  rate  is  about  to  be  struck  in  this  Union,  and  the  estimate  for  it,  in  the  Electoral 
Division  of  Kilglass,  is  4 s.  10£  d. ; and  in  no  other  Electoral  Division  of  the  Union  is  it  higher 
than  3 s.  In  the  first  place,  let  me  mention  that  there  remains  uncollected  of  the  last  rate 
struck  in  May  1849,  5,283 Z.  The  entire  rate  being  then  (exclusive  of  arrears)  9,465  Z.  odd. 

I beg  to  enclose  to  you,  to  be  laid  before  his  Excellency,  the  account  of  my  expenditure 
in  the  Electoral  Division  of  Kilglass  in  1849,  under  the  Land  Improvement  Act,  as  given 
me  by  ray  agents,  Messrs.  Stewarts  and  Kincaid,  810  Z.  odd.  This  can  be  verified,  if 
necessary,  at  the  official  source.  Besides  this,  you  will  see  that  I expended  out  of  my  own 
pocket,  within  a fraction  of  350  Z.  in  farming  labour,  in  the  same  Electoral  Division.  There 
was  not  a man  unemployed  in  the  entire  parish  of  Kilglass,  and  multitudes  got  it  from  the 
neighbourhood  also.  Notwithstanding  this,  out-door  relief  was  given  to  the  amount  of  776  Z. 

Well,  in  this  state  of  things,  I and  others  of  the  rate-payers  of  that  Electoral  Division 
thought  ourselves  entitled  to  ask  of  the  Commissioners  that  the  new  rate  of  4 s.  10  J d.  in 
the  pound  should  be  levied  by  instalments,  and  this  boon  has  been  denied  us,  on  the  ground 
and  head  that  the  rule  is  with  the  Commissioners  not  to  consider  any  rate  under  5 s.  as 
excessive. 

I implore  you  to  be  pleased  to  bring  this  very  peculiar  case  under  the  immediate  notice  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant.  I am  perfectly  confident  that  when  that  branch  of  the  Legislature 
which  exclusively  deals  with  the  public  taxation  has  spoken,  through  its  Committee,  of  the 
necessity  of  giving  relief  to  persons  residing  and  performing  the  full  measure  of  their  duties 
to  the  country,  instead  of  extracting  the  last  farthing  of  their  capital  from  them,  that  he  will 
order  that  part  of  this  rule  to  be  re-considered,  which  has  denied  the  request  of  having  the 
rate  of  4 s.  10  J d.  to  be  levied  by  instalments. 

Of  course,  Messrs.  Stewarts  and  Kincaid  would  afford  any  verification  of  their  accounts 
which  may  be  thought  necessary  to  obtain. 

If  you  are  pleased  to  take  his  Excellency’s  commands  upon  this  matter,  permit  me  to  say 
no  time  should  be  lost,  as  the  rate  is  to  be  struck  immediately. 

I have,  &c. 

To  T.  N.  Redington,  Esq.  Westmeath. 

&c.  &.c.  &c. 

Permit  me  to  mention  here,  that  about  10  days  since,  I applied  to  Captain  Haymes,  our 
Inspector,  that  every  able-bodied  pauper  now  in  the  workhouse,  from  the  two  Electoral 
Divisions  of  Kilglass  and  Kilmore,  where  my  property  here  is  situated,  should  be  sent  to  me 
to  carry  on  ray  drainage,  and  that  they  have  not  come  yet  is  not  my  fault,  nor  his;  but 
some  delay,  owing  to  subsisting  them  for  the  first  fortnight,  which,  however,  1 have  pro- 
posed to  do  in  advance  of  their  work.  Naturally  I should  have  preferred  waiting  until  the 
provision  becomes  law  ; but  were  I to  do  that,  I must  postpone  important  work ; therefore 
it  is  that  I think  the  Commissioners,  seeing  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  and  that  the 
arrears  of  rates  to  such  an  amount  remain  uncollected,  are  in  some  degree  bound  to  give 
any  relief  to  the  sufferers  in  their  power. 


Extract  from  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  Board  of  Guardians,  on  February  20, 1850. 
No.  10,942/50. 

Resolved, — That  this  Board  beg  to  represent  respectfully  to  the  Commissioners,  that  being 
desirous  of  carrying  out  the  Poor  Law  to  the  utmost  of  their  abilities,  they  have  made  a 
rate,  the  amount  of  which  will  be  signed  and  put  in  course  of  collection  on  this  day  week ; 
but  from  the  extreme  distress  prevailing  throughout  the  Union  amongst  all  classes  of  the 
community,  the  Board  cannot  anticipate  that,  owing  to  the  absorption  of  the  capital  of  the 
country  in  by-gone  taxation,  the  collectors,  however  great  their  efforts,  can,  by  possibility, 
collect  a greater  sum  than  will  suffice  for  the  current  weekly  expenses  of  the  house.  Mean- 
while the  furniture  of  the  workhouse  is  in  possession  of  the  Sheriff,  and  will,  in  all  pro- 
bability, be  sold  at  public  auction  immediately,  as  his  day  of  grace  expires  to-morrow ; and 
were  an  arrangement  made  with  the  present  creditor,  others  would  immediately  proceed 
against  the  Union  in  like  manner;  the  debts  to  contractors  amounting,  in  round  numbers,  to 
about  6,500,  near  four  of  which,  to  save  useless  expense,  they  have  already  given  consent 

(170.  Arp.)  5 m 4 * for 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


APPENDIX  : SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  TIIE  PETITION  OF  TIIE 


Camck-on-Shannon  for  judgment.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Board  respectfully  solicit  the  Commissioners 

Wl11  mto  their  consideration  the  necessity  of  pecuniary  aid ; and  that  their  case  is 

exactly  that  which  our  Prime  Minister  has  lately  stated  to  Parliament  as  a reason  for  its 
giving  such  assistance  to  distressed  Unions  ; and  they  also,  for  the  reasons  stated,  request 
permission  that  the  present  rate  may  be  levied  by  two  instalments. 


No.  10,942/50. 

Sir>  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  February  20,  1850. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  on  the  20th  instant,  containing  a resolution  in  which  the  Guar- 
dians reler  to  the  assistance  which  the  Government  have  proposed  to  afford  to  distressed 
Unions,  and  request  the  Commissioners  to  take  the  subject  of  affording  pecuniary  assistance 
to  the  Oarnck-on-Shannun  Union  into  consideration,  and  to  sanction  the  collection  of  the 
new  rate  in  two  instalments. 

With  regard  to  the  reference  made  in  this  resolution  to  the  measure  before  Parliament  I 
am  to  state  that  the  case  . of  Carrick-on-Shannon  will  receive  consideration,  together  with 
* ° °.  r Unions,  in  the  event  of  that  measure  passing  into  a law. 

The  Guardians  must  not,  however,  until  they  have  made,  and  put  into  collection,  the 
rates  determined  on,  expect  any  assistance  ; and  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  there 
are  not  sufficient  grounds  for  collecting  the  proposed  rates  by  instalments. 


To  the  Clerk 

of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


By  Order,  &c. 


W.  Stanley, 

Secretary. 


No.  XXII. 

No.  13,977/50. 

o-  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

T . V , , , ~ . . 16  March  1850. 

1 am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Ireland  to  forward 1 to  yon  herewith  extracts  from  a petition  which  has  been  presented  bv 
certain  rate-payers  of  the  Camck-on-Shannon  Union  to  tile  House  of  Commons,  reflecting 
CommiSSs  0f  ‘ le  a<iilrs  °f  the  Ullio11  by  the  appointed  by  tire 

The  extracts  enclosed  relate  to  the  terms  of  the  contracts  entered  into  by  the  Vice- 
Gaardians  ; the  state  of  the  workhouse  and  of  the  books  of  account  of  the  Union,  when  the 
Board  of  Guardians  resumed  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office  ; the  deficiency  in 
fuel  supplied  for  use  in  the  workhouse  ; the  receipt  of  supplies  without  any  check,  as  a general 
practice ; the  supply  of  a spurious  mixture  in  the  name  of  milk  j the  delay  in  SK 
straw  ra  the  beds  m the  workhouse;  the  abstraction  of  clothing  and  furniture  the  property  of 

Subsequently  to  the  remoyal  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  the  Commissioners  were  made  aware 
p *'-  ' lstence  °f  gr«rt  abuses  ra  the  management  of  the  workhouse,  attributable  tile 
Commissioners  believe  partly  to  some  bad  feeling  towards  each  other  on  the  part  of  the 
workhouse  officers;  hut  the  Commissioners  had  not  previously  learned  that  such  a state  of 
things  as  that  described  m the  petition  existed  at  the  time  when  flip  Vico  p,  „ r , 

to  hold  office;  and  the  Commissioners  will  be  ob  ig  d will  have 


To  Captain  Haymes, 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector,  ’'Carrick-on  Shannon. 


I have,  See. 

W.  Stanley, 

Secretary. 


Carriok-on-Shannon  Union. — Special  Report. 

No.  15,440/50. 

Sir, 

the  management  of  the  affairs  oFthe Unfon  by te  laTe ^ i’w 't ''“f  i™ 

month. 
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month,  I could  have  but  little  knowledge  personally  of  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
conducted  the  affairs  of  the  Union  ■ and  therefore,  in  replying  to  many  of  the  complaints  I 
am  necessitated  to  take  the  Clerk  of  the  Union’s  word,  supported  by  recorded  Minutes  for 
any  statement  1 make  as  to  the  practice  of  the  Vice-Guardians  previous  to  mv  taking  charge 
of  the  Union.  J 6 6 

Requesting  tile  Commissioners  will  bear  this  circumstance  in  mind,  I proceed  to  report 
as  follows: — r 


Extracts. 

No.  1. — That  this  unseemly 
course  was  the  less  excusable,  as 
throughout  their  tenure  of  office 
contracts  of  a most  extravagant 
description  were  made  by  them, 
the  result  of  which  has  been  a 
debt  of  6,500/.,  &c.  &c. 


No.  2. — That  to  such  an  ex- 
treme of  disorganization  had  the 
workhouse  arrived  on  your  peti- 
tioners’resumption  of  office,  &c.&c. 


(170.  App.) 


Report. 

No.  1.— It  appears  the  Vice-Guardians  had  much 
difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies . of  various  kinds,  par- 
ticularly those  of  clothing  and  necessaries ; this  for  want 
of  funds. 

That  Mrs.  Sidley,  a shopkeeper  of  this  town,  was  the 
only  person  found  to  supply  such  articles  on  credit. 
That  when  advertisements  were  published,  and  tenders 
sent  in,  Mrs.  Sidley  always  obtained  the  preference,  in 
consequence  of  the  Union  being  deeply  in  debt  to  her, 
and  that  her  prices,  according  to  the  quality  of  the 
goods  delivered,  were  as  moderate  as  any  other  tenders 
sent  in  at  the  same  time. 

Mrs.  Sidley  never  signed  a ' bond  as  contractor, 
although  regularly  declared  such.  The  Clerk  states  he 
frequently  called  on  her  managing  man  to  do  so,  who 
as  constantly  replied,  that  “ he  had  supplied  goods  for 
a long  time,  and  to  avast  amount,  to  Mohill  Union,  and 
had  never  been  asked  to  sign  a bond.” 

The  Clerk  further  states,  he  called  the  attention  of 
the  Guardians  to  the  subject  in  the  presence  of  Captain 
Wynne,  when  they  replied,  “As  the  Union  was  indebted 
to  Mrs.  Sidley  upwards  of  1,000  Z.,  it  was  quite  security 
enough.”  J 

I find  no  record  of  any  contracts  that,  under  the 
then  circumstances  of  the  Union,  could  he  considered 
extravagant. 

I find  from  the  return  of  liabilities  for  the  month  of 
February  1848,  about  which  time  the  Vice-Guardians 
came  into  office,  the  debt  left  by  the  Local  Guardians 
was  4 615/.;  and  on  the  51st  of  October  1849,  when 
the  Vice-Guardians  ceased  their  administration,  the 
debts  were  4,605  Z. ; thus,  leaving  a difference  of  10  Z. 
in  favour  of  the  Vice-Guardians.  The  debts  have  since 
accumulated  to  the  amount  stated  in  the  complaint. 

N.°-  j"  This  was  by  no  means  the  fact  at  the  time 
specified  ; for,  although  I had  occasion  to  find  fault  with 
the  condition  of  the  house,  and  soon  perceived  it  was 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  unanimity  amongst  the 
officers,  yet,  had  the  Guardians  paid  the  least  attention 
to  my  repeated  remonstrances,  every  Board-day  after 
their  return  to  office,  the  complete  disorganization  which 
it  afterwards  fell  into  might  have  been  easily  avoided 
It  was  not  until  the  26th  of  December  that,  from  mv 
Reports,  and  that  of  the  medical  officer,  a committee 
was  formed  to  inquire  into  and  report  forthwith  to 
the  Board  on  the  state  of  the  house. 

See  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  above  date. 

And  here  it  is  my  duty  to  state,  that  I am  firmly  of 
opinion  the  very  disgraceful  state  of  the  house,  as  it 
was  found  by  the  Committee,  may  chiefly  be  ascribed  to 
the  injudicious  conduct  of  the  Guardians  themselves 
during  nearly  two  months  they  had  resumed  office.  At 
their  first  meeting,  I informed  them  of  the  state  the 
house  was  likely  to  fall  into,  unless  some  vigorous 
pleasures  were  adopted.  At  their  second  meeting,  I gave 
it  as  my  opinion,  that  nothing  but  a complete  chano-e  of 
the  workhouse  officers  could  put  a stop  to  the  want  of 
good  order  and  discipline,  and  other  irregularities  that 
were  daily  appearing  in  the  house.  Nothing  was  done 
until  the  month  of  January;  they  were  then  induced 
3N  on 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 
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appendix:  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  the 


,Carrick-on-Sliaiuion 
1 Onion. 


E xtrac  r s — continued. 


No.  3. — The  books  were  found 
.in  such  disorder  and  confusion, 
and  such  a system  of  fraud  was 
engrafted  into  all  the  departments 
. of  the  house,  &c.  &c. 


• No.  4. — That  on  the  26  th  of  No- 
vember it  was  discovered  that  the 
fuel  brought  by  the  contractors  to 
the  house  was  deficient  12  cwt.  in 
each  load. 


No.  5. — That  this  custom  of  re- 
ceiving all  the  supplies  for  this 
immense  establishment,  without 
any  check  on  delivery,  had  been 
the  general  practice  of  the  Vice- 
Guardians,  &c. 


Re  p o a t — continued. 

on  the  representation  and  recommendation  of  Colonel 
Clarke,  to  adopt  the  course  I had  recommended  full 
two  months  before.  Meanwhile  they  had  still  more  indis- 
posed the  workhouse  officers  from  doing  their  duty,  by, 
1st,  reducing  their  salaries ; 2d,  by  taking  away  their 
rations,  and  allowing  them  only  those  of  the  common 
pauper;  3d,  curtailing  to  a ridiculous  minimum  the 
quantity  of  soap,  candles,  &c.  &c. ; 4th,  not  taking 
measures  for  an  efficient  supply  of  water. 

Against  these  and  many  other  measures  of  a like 
nature,  all  tending  to  paralyze  the  efforts  of  the  officers, 
had  they  been  ever  so  inclined  to  do  their  duty,  I 
constantly  remonstrated;  but  such  was  the  fixed  idea 
of  the  extravagance  of  the  Vice-Guardians’  administra- 
tion, that  the  rage  for  reduction  was  at  its  height,  and 
my  remonstrances  and  expostulations  remained  un- 
heeded, until,  as  above  stated,  they  adopted  the  course 
in  January  which  they  should  have  done  in  November. 

The  present  master,  soon  after  his  appointment,  told 
the  House  Committee,  that  if  they  curtailed  him  in 
anything  he  might  deem  necessary  for  the  cleanliness 
or  good  order  of  the  house,  he  would  not  take  charge ; 
and  unless  they  could  put  confidence  in  him,  he  felt  it 
would  be  better  to  resign  at  once. 

No.  3. — There  is  no  doubt  that  the  books  kept  by  the 
late  master  were  found  most  irregular;  and  I perfectly 
recollect  being  present  on  one  occasion  when  the  register 
and  relief  lists  were  compared  by  the  (then)  House  Com- 
mittee, when  a great  number  of  names  appeared  as  dis- 
charged from  the  register  months  before,  and  whose 
names  still  appeared  on  the  relief  list  as  receiving 
rations.  I cannot  say  how  many  names,  or  for  what 
period  they  had  all  been  returned  as  rationed;  but  I 
have  now  before  me  a Report  from  the  present  master, 
staling  that  it  took  him  at  least  three  weeks  to  examine 
these  books  and  to  correct  them ; the  result  being,  he 
found,  on  the  20th  February  instant,  that  there  were 
196  names  on  the  relief  list,  and  not  in  the  house,  for 
whom  rations  had  been  issued  ; their  names  also  appear- 
ing still  in  the  register  without  any  discharge  against 
them;  therefore  cannot  say  how  long  they  had  left  the 
house.  He  also  found  84  persons  in  the  house,  whose 
names  appear  on  the  register,  but  not  on  the  relief 
list. 

1 he  Store  book  was  with  difficulty  made  to  be  kept 
by  the  late  master ; and  I may  add,  that  all  the  other 
books  appear  to  have  been  kept  with  great  irregularity 
and  in  unbusiness-like  manner.  Although  from  the  above 
circumstauces  it  may  be  inferred  that  certain  frauds 
were  committed,  yet  it  is  too  much  to  say  that  “ a system 
of  fraud  pervaded  all  the  departments  of  the  house and 
I much  doubt  whether  a single  instance  could  be  proved 
against  any  of  the  late  officers. 

No.  4.— 1 never  heard  of  this  discovery,  nor  can  I now, 
upon  inquiry,  trace  it  to  any  source.  I should  consider  it 
barely  possible  that  it  could  have  occurred  without  my 
knowledge,  or  that  any  contractor  would  subject  himself 
to  a penalty  for  such  a barefaced  robbery  as  the  abstrac- 
tion of  12  cwt.  out  of  20  cwt.,  the  usual  cart-load. 

No.  5. — There  is  no  doubt  that  much  irregularity  and 
looseness  was  practised  by  the  late  staff  of  officers,  with 
respect  to  the  checking  of  supplies.  I found  a pauper  in 
charge  of  the  coal  and  turf  store,  who  was  frequently  in 
the  habit  of  receiving  many  cart-loads  of  both  during  the 
day,  and  noting  the  same  in  a pass-book.  I learned  it 
was  the  custom  to  measure  one  cart-load  of  turf  and 
take  the  rest  for  granted.  The  drivers  of  the  coal  carts 
brought  with  them  usually  the  weigh-master’s  note  of 
weight.  On  speaking  to  the  master  and  his  assistant  on 
this  improper  practice,  they  stated  the  pauper  was  a 
very  trustworthy  person,  and  had  been  long  in  this  em- 
ployment. I had  frequent  occasion  to  insist  on  nothin^ 

bemg 
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Extracts — continued. 


No.  6. — That  in  the  month  of 
January  it  was  discovered  that  the 
milk  contractors  were  in  the  habit 
of  supplying  a spurious  mixture  in 
the  name  of  milk,  &c.  There  sud- 
denly was  made  a report  to  the 
Board,  that  there  was  not  milk 
enough  for  the  hospital,  Sic.  &c. 


No.  7. — -That  on  the  26th  of 
December,  it  was  also  discovered 
that  the  straw  in  the  paupers’  beds 
had  not  been  changed  for  seven 
months. 


No.  8.  That  on  the  newly-ap- 
pointed master’s  proceeding  to 
take  an  account  of  stock,  cloth- 
ing, and  furniture  left  in  the  house, 
&c.,  4,372  articles  were  found  ab- 
stracted or  wanting,  &c. 


(170.  App.) 


Report — continued,  Camck-on-8hannon' 

Union. 

being  taken  into  the  house  without  an  invoice,  and  that  ' 

verified  by  the  master’s  signature  as  to  weight,  quality, 

&c. 

No.  6.— This  is  perfectly  correct,  in  so  far  as  the  quality 
of  the  milk  is  concerned.  In  the  course  of  my  inspec- 
tion, I had  frequent  occasions  to  desire  the  master  not 
to  take  such  milk.  I also  brought  the  subject  under  the 
notice  of  the  Guardians,  and  at  length  got  them  to  order 
a lactometer  for  the  master,  that  he  might  test  the  milk 
on  delivery.  I also  recommended  that  good  milk  should 
be  purchased  at  any  price,  and  the  difference  charged  to 
the  milk  contractors.  I learn  from  the  clerk  that  fre- 
quent complaints  were  made  of  the  quality  of  the  milk 
supplied  during  the  administration  of  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians ; that  the  Vice-Guardians  wrote  to  the  contractors, 
stating  they  would  be  criminally  prosecuted  if  they  con- 
tinued these  practices.  This  appeared  to  have  a good 
effect  for  a certain  time,  but  they  soon  fell  into  their  old 
practices.  This  is,  and  always  has  been,  a general  sub- 
ject of  complaint  in  all  the  Unions  I have  had  charge  of, 
and  arises  chiefly  from  the  unwillingness  on  the  part  of 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  to  prosecute,  and  make  an 
example  of  some  of  these  contractors.  Latterly  it  has 
been  found  impossible  to  procure  the  necessary  quantity 
required  for  the  house ; and  an  equivalent  for  the  defi- 
ciency, in  the  shape  of  cocoa,  with  sugar,  has  been  given 
to  the  paupers. 

No.  7. — This  must  be  intended  to  refer  to  Dr.  Phelan’s 
Report  to  the  Commissioners,  who  states,  “ that  on  visit- 
ing the  probationary  wards,  he  was  informed,  on  inquiry 
from  the  porter,  that  the  straw  in  the  beds  had  not  been 
changed  for  four  months,  not  seven,  as  is  stated.  Dr. 

Phelan’s  Report  is  dated  the  17th  December,  nearly  six 
weeks  after  the  Local  Board  had  been  in  office.  Prom 
the  moment  the  Board  assembled  on  the  first  day,  up  to 
late  in  the  month  of  January,  I never  ceased  to  urae 
them  to  obtain  a fresh  supply  of  straw.  I was  invariably 
met  with  the  answer,  “ They  could  get  none  to  pur- 
chase.” I at  length  got  them  to  give  an  order  to  the 
two  Town  Guardians  to  purchase  every  cart-load  that 
should  come  into  the  market;  and  the  master  was 
also  directed  to  purchase  straw  wherever  he  could  find 
it,  and  at  whatever  price  ; but  it  was  not  until  the  month 
of  February  that  an  adequate  supply  was  obtained.  The 
whole  of  this  time  there  was  a contractor,  who  had  been 
chosen  by  the  Board,  and  against  whom  no  steps  had 
been  taken  for  the  non-fulfilment  of  his  contract; 
although  I had  strongly  recommended  that  at  least  he 
should  be  made  to  pay  the  difference  of  price. 

No.  8.— The  late  master,  before  his  departure,  admitted 
to  me,  that  when  he  took  charge  of  the  house  he  did  not 
take  stock,  but  gave  his  predecessor  a receipt  for  every- 
thing as  it  appeared  on  the  books.  The  clerk  informs 
me,  that  in  pursuance  of  directions  from  the  Vice-Guar- 
dians, the  late  master  did  take  stock,  in  either  August  or 
September  last;  and  that  as  these  books,  though  faulty, 
are  those  that  appear  the  most  regularly  kept,  being 
brought  up  to  the  31st  of  January  last,  it  must  be  sup- 
posed that  either  the  late  master  did  not  take  stock,  as 
he  reported  he  had  done,  or  that  a vast  amount  of 
robbery  must  have  been  committed  between  the  months 
of  August  and  23d  February,  the  (late  on. which  the 
present  master  took  stock.  I annex  a return,  duly 
signed  by  both  the  present  master  and  matron,  whereby 
it  will  be  seen  the  deficiency  amounts  to  6,501  articles, 
of  which  there  appears  no  account,  with  the  exception 
of  an  allowance  for  wear  and  tear,  and  the  condemna- 
tion of  a certain  quantity  of  clothing,  to  prevent  infec- 
tion. I have  every  reason  to  believe  the  annexed  state- 
ment to  be  correct,  as  I know  the  present  master  and 
matron  were  nearly  a week  engaged  in  the  proceeding. 

3 N 2 No.  9. 
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APPENDIX*.  8ELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE 


C“rick^nhann°n  Extracts — continued. 

No.  9. — That  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee of  the  Board,  on  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  clothing  left,  found  it 
all  rotten,  and  mixed  up  with  the 
clothing  of  the  paupers  stored  on 
their  entry,  &c.  &c. 


To  William  Stanley,  Esq. 

&c.  Sec.  Sec. 


, Report — continued. 

No.  9.  I do  not  recollect  any  such  report  being  made 
by  the  Committee,  and  am  quite  sure  no  such  thing  could 
have  occurred  without  my  knowledge.  The  paragraph 
may  probably  allude  to  the  following  circumstance : I 
was  present,  with  the  House  Committee,  when  the  foul- 
linen  store,  situated  in  the  laundry-yard,  was  opened ; a 
large  quantity  of  clothing,  blankets,  rugs,  tickens,  and 
linen,  die  accumulation  of  several  weeks,  was  taken  out 
and  placed  on  a table  in  the  yard.  The  store  was  imme- 
diately whitewashed,  and  orders  were  given  to  have  the. 
linen  first  steeped  and  afterwards  boiled.  I afterwards 
learned  the  Committee  had  directed  lime  to  be  sprinkled 
over  this  clothing.  On  my  subsequent  inspections,  I still 
found  this  clothing  on  the  table,  and  exposed  to  the  heavy 
rains;  this  mixing  with  the  lime  naturally  made  the  heap 
smoke,  and  in  process  of  time  destroyed  the  whole.  On 
my  speaking  to  the  assistant  matron,  and  the  person  in 
charge  of  the  washhouses,  I was  informed  they  could 
not  get  either  water  or  soap.  Most  of  the  liuen  was 
eventually  washed,  and  taken  in  charge  by  the  present 
matron;  but  the  entire  of  the  woollen  articles  were 
obliged  to  be  removed  and  burned,  as  described. 

The  paupers’  clothes  on  entry  are  stored  in  a loft  over 
the  Board-room ; therefore  could  not  by  possibility  be- 
come mixed  with  the  foul  linen  of  the  house  in  the 
laundry-yard. 

I learn  from  the  master  that  the  value  of  the  clothing 
thus  destroyed  could  not  amount  to  anything  like  the 
sum  mentioned  as  601. 

I have  been  more  diffuse  in  my  explanation  than  the 
Commissioners  probably  required ; but  as  I can  speak 
pertinently  to  all  points  connected  with  the  Union  since 
the  resumption  of  office  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  I 
deemed  it  expedient  to  show  most  clearly,  that  had  my 
repeated  remonstrances  and  recommendations  been  at- 
tended to,  most  of  the  complaints  contained  in  the  peti- 
tion, and  which  in  truth  tell  against  the  Guardians  them- 
selves, would  never  have  existed.  Many  other  circum- 
stances could  be  adduced  to  show,  that  although  the 
house  was  not  in  the  order  it  should  have  been  when 
I took  charge  of  the  Union,  the  complete  disorganiza- 
tion and  disgraceful  state  to  which  it  had  fallen  did  not 
take  place  until  near  two  months  after  the  Board  had 
resumed  office. 

I have  no  copies  of  my  Reports  ; but  if  my  memory 
does  not  fail,  I stated  more  than  once  that  the  energy  of 
the  House  Committee  was  wholly  expended  in  finding  out 
pre-existing  abuses,  rather  than  recommending  imme- 
diate remedies  for  those  evils  which  were  present,  and 
of  the  most  crying  nature. 

I may  further  add,  that  the  said  Committee  w-as  dis- 
solved by  the  departure  of  Mr.  Owen  Lloyd,  the  Chair- 
man, without  having  remedied,  to  any  extent,  the  many 
(then)  existing  evils,  after  attending  daily  at  the  work- 
house  for  a month  or  five  weeks. 

I have,  &c. 

P.  G.  Haymes, 

T.  P.  L.  Inspector. 


Balanck 
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Balance  Sheet  of  Clothing,  as  taken  by  the  Master  on  23d  February  I860. 


Bedmno. 

Men’s  Clothing. 

Women’s  Clothing. 

2 

2 

| 

5 

K 

<4 

1 

<1 

6 

l 

Efc 

| 

£ 

£ 

Stockings. 

2 

W 

§ 1 
o I 

i ! 

.1 

£ 

1 

■< 

" 1 
3 

tS 

S 

3 

Stockings.  j 

$ 

Stock,  osoppeors  from  Clothing  1 
Book9  - - - - J 

Stock  on  bonds  - 
Deficiency  - - - 

Increase  - - - - 

1 

3,779 

1,158 

863 

822 

718 

851 

937 

822 

211 

218 

236 

212 

219 

206 

306 

961 

146 

63 

35 

208 

196 

596 

1,651 

1,723 
2,328  i 

1,541 

1,435 

1,977 

1,181 

1,885 

121 

21 

11 

38 

2,909 

205 

379 

41 

133 

116 

7 

24 

13 

I - 

655 

93 

12 

1,055 

605 

106 

796 

1,282 

100 

27 

2,704 

Stock,  os  nppears  from  Clothing'! 
Stock  on  bonds  - 
Deficiency  - 
Increase  - 


Boys’  Clothing. 


Girls’  Clothing. 


8,362  of  Deficiency. 
I 2,871  of  Increase. 


No.  XXIII. 


Copy  Return,  showing  the  several  Writs  and  Executions  Issued  or  Executed  against  this  Union  durino-  the  Year 
1849;  specifying  the  Amount  of  the  Debts  sought  to  be  recovered  under  such  Writs  or  Executions,  severally  and 
when  Sales  may  have  taken  place  under  sueli  Executions,  the  Amount  actually  recovered  in  every  Instance.  ’ 


DATE. 

1 

CAUSE. 

COURT. 

Amount  sought 
to  be 
Recovered 
and  confessed  Due. 

Amount  for  which 
Executions 
have  been  Issued. 

1849: 

£.  s.  cl. 

£.  s.  d. 

January  - 1 

Launcelot  Lawder  v.  Carrick-on- 

876  - - 

Shannon  Guardians. 

February  2 

James  Murray,  jun.,  v.  Same  - 

Exchequer  - 

61  11  11 

„ - 3 

James  Murray,  sen.,  v.  Same  - 

„ 

60  1 2 

November  4 

Owen  M‘Cann  and  John  Costello  v. 

Same. 

„ - 5 

John  Dugdalo  & Company  v.  Same 

- 

90 

Ill  1 11 

Besides  interest 

and  Sheriffs’ 

„ - 6 

Moses  Monds  v.  Same  - - - 

- » 

1,784  10  - : 

1,708  16  11 

ditto. 

„ - 7 

Robert  Culbertson  v.  Same  - - : 

„ 

1,770  19  4 

1,800  14  - 

- ditto. 

„ - 8 

Edw4  Holdright  v.  Same 

- » - 

61  14  7 

Total ' 

- - - £. 

5,379  12  11 

3,710  12  10 

Board-room,  Carrick-on-Shannon,  (signed)  John  B.  Clarke, 

25  March  1850.  Clerk  of  Union. 

An  exact  Copy,  with  the  addition  of  Totals. 


(170.  App.) 


3 n 3 
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No.  XXIV. 

Extract  from  the  Return  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  12  February  1850,  showing 
the  Expenditure  and  Receipts  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  made  up  from  the  Returns  furnished 


the  Clerk. 

Date  of  Appointment  of  Vice-Guardians  - 26  January  1848. 

Date  of  Removal  of  Vice-Guardians  -----  1 November  1849. 

Debt  of  Union  when  Vice-Guardiuns  were  appointed  - - £.3,204. 

Debt  of  Union  when  Vice-Guardians  were  removed  - - £.5,216. 

Amount  of  Rate  uncollected  when  Vice-Guardians  were  appointed  £.  1 0,023. 

Amount  of  Rates  collected  by  Vice-Guardians-  - - - £.20,822. 

Total  Amount  of  Rates  made  by  Vice-Guardians  - - - £.  1 9,002. 

Date  of  last  Rate  made  by  Vice-Guardians  - - - - 4tli  and  30th  May  1849. 

Amount  of  Rate  uncollected  when  Vice-Guardians  were  removed  £.  0,965. 

Total  Expenditure  by  Vice-Guardians  -----  £.39,048. 

Total  Amount  of  Salaries  of  Officers  when  Vice-Guardians  were 
appointed  ---------  £.680. 

Total  Amount  of  Salaries  of  Officers  when  Vice-Guardians  were 

removed  ---------  - £.890. 

Grants  to  Union  while  Vice-Guardians  acted  as  acknowledged 

by  the  Clerk £.17,361. 

Highest  Rate  struck  onany  Electoral  Division  by  Vice-Guardians  3s.  6%d. 

Lowest  Rate  struck  on  any  Electoral  Division  by  Vice-Guardians  2s.  8 J d. 


No.  XXV. 

Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 


Week  ended 

Total 

Workhouse 

Accommo- 

dation. 

Total  Number 
Relieved 

Workhouse. 

Total  Number 

Out-door 

Relief. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Rate 

of  Mortality 
per  1,000. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

1848 

January 

1 . v . 

860 

914 

106 

10 

10-9 

8 - 

786 

102 

10 

12-7 

„ 

15  - 

„ 

804 

259 

10 

12-4 

„ 

22  - 

889 

905 

24 

27- 

„ 

29  - 

„ 

831  . 

2,217 

27 

32-4 

February  5 - 

n 

803 

4,462 

38 

47-3 

12  - 

„ 

766 

7,450 

32 

41-7 

„ 

19  - 

„ 

693 

11,207 

20 

28-9 

„ 

26  - 

„ 

669 

13,335 

20 

29-9 

March 

4 - 

696 

14,821 

20 

28'7 

„ 

11  - 

„ 

746 

12,716 

15 

20>2 

„ 

18  - 

>» 

811 

11,587 

14 

17-3 

» 

25  - 

„ 

876 

12,063 

18 

20-5 

April 

1 - 

„ 

885 

10,788 

14 

15'8 

„ 

8 - 

907 

10,780 

9 

9-9 

„ 

15  - 

„ 

939 

10,812 

13 

13-8 

„ 

22 

„ 

941 

11,101 

23 

24-4 

,, 

22  - 

„ 

940 

11,408 

13 

13-8 

May 

6 - 

960 

936 

11,444 

12 

12-8 

„ 

13  - 

„ 

888 

11,201 

11 

12-4 

„ 

20  - - 

„ 

909 

11,737 

8 

8-8 

n 

27  - 

„ 

914 

12,291 

8 

8-8 

June 

3 - 

„ 

899 

12,804 

16 

16-7 

„ 

10  - 

„ 

934 

13,762 

8 

8-0 

17  - 

„ 

870 

13,927 

7 

8- 

„ 

24  - 

861 

13,738 

9 

10-4 

July 

1 - 

„ 

925 

13,489 

1 

1*1 

„ 

8 - 

„ 

1,011 

13,340 

9 

9- 

15  - 

„ 

940 

13,111 

13 

13-0 

22  - 

„ 

952 

12,764 

5 

5-3 

„ 

29  - 

932 

12,144 

8 

8-7 

August 

5 - 

1,015 

10,873 

2 

2* 

„ 

12  - 

„ 

1,082 

8,864 

4 

3-7 

19  - 

1,460 

1,000 

7,900 

3 

2-9 

• 

26  - 

” 

1,122 

6,520 

9 

8* 
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Total 

Workhouse 

Accommo- 

dation. 

otal  Number 
Relieved 

Workhouse. 

'otal  Number  | 

Out-door 

Relief. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Rate  1 

of  Mortality  1 
per  1 ,000.  1 

OBSERVATIONS. 

1848  : 

September  2 - 

- 

1,460 

1,240 

5,075 

3 

2'4 

9 - 

.. 

1,238 

3,751 

2 

16  - 

1,273 

3,117 

3 

2-3 

23  - 

. 

1,296 

2,792 

4 

31 

„ 

30  - 

- 

„ 

1,318 

2,701 

2 

1-5 

October 

7 - 

. 

... 

1,357 

2,513 

2 

1*5 

14  - 

_ 

1,378 

2,594 

6 

4-4 

21  - 

. 

1,461 

2,547 

3 

2‘ 

„ 

28  - 

- 

1,600 

1,544 

2,533 

3 

1-9 

November  4 - 

. 

1,612 

2,631 

8 

5- 

11  - 

. 

1,699 

2,944 

8 

4-7 

18  - 

- 

.. 

1,752 

3,199 

4 

2-3 

„ 

26  - 

- 

„ 

1,S27 

3,693 

14 

7'7 

December  2 - 

. 

1,961 

4,075 

18 

9'2 

9 - 

. 

1,700 

1,911 

4,555 

21 

11- 

16  - 

- 

.. 

1,827 

4,904 

16 

8-7 

23  - 

- 

„ 

1,644 

5,248 

23 

14- 

30  - 

- 

1,600 

1,670 

5,495 

23 

13-7 

1849 

January 

6 - 

- 

1,700 

1,723 

6,820 

34 

19-7 

,, 

13  - 

- 

1,600 

1,626 

6,091 

23 

14-1 

„ 

20  • 

- 

1,602 

6,384 

15 

9-4 

„ 

27  - 

- 

„ 

1,594 

6,582 

12 

7-5 

February 

3 - 

_ 

1,629 

6,820 

22 

13:5 

,, 

10  - 

- 

» 

1,583 

6,962 

16 

10*1 

„ 

17  - 

1,529 

7,140 

10 

6-5 

„ 

24  - 

„ 

1,616 

7,231 

9 

6' 

March 

3 - 

1,622 

7,307 

10 

6-5 

„ 

10  - 

1,495 

7,297 

11 

7-3 

„ 

17  - 

1,500 

1,556 

6,459 

13 

8-3 

„ 

24  - 

1,545 

6,349 

13 

8-3 

» 

31  - 

1,700 

1,549 

6,132 

14 

9- 

April 

7 - 

- 

1,552 

6,467 

14 

9- 

„ 

14  - 

1,701 

5,271 

12 

7* 

„ 

21  - 

- 

1,883 

5,311 

15 

8-1 

n 

28  - 

- 

„ 

2,020 

5,480 

14 

7- 

May 

6 - 

- 

1,750 

1,861 

6,949 

7 

3-8 

„ 

12  - 

- 

1,822 

6,609 

16 

8-8 

„ 

10  - 

. 

1,950 

1,968 

6,960 

7 

3-5 

„ 

26  - 

- 

„ 

1,995 

7,347 

5 

2-5 

June 

2 - 

- 

„ 

] ,999 

7,704 

6 

3- 

„ 

9 - 

- 

1,925 

8,047 

7 

3'6 

„ 

16  - 

- 

1,879 

8,272 

6 

3'2 

23  - 

- 

1,848 

8,466 

5 

2'7 

„ 

30  - 

-■ 

„ 

1,744 

8,560 

9 

5'2 

July 

7 - 

- 

1,695 

8,481 

4 

2'4 

„ 

14  - 

- 

1,739 

8,117 

7 

'4' 

„ 

21  - 

- 

1,750 

1,688 

8,002 

15 

8’9 

„ 

28  - 

- 

„ 

1,649 

7,639 

6 

3*6 

August 

4 - 

- 

,, 

1,682 

6,479 

7 

4'2 

„ 

11  - 

- 

„ 

1,597 

5,914 

6 

3’8 

„ 

18  - 

- 

1,950 

1,693 

4,803 

6 

3‘8 

„ 

25  - 

- 

„ 

1,689 

8,425 

1 

•6 

September  1 - 

. 

1,493 

2,956 

3 

2'1 

„ 

8 - 

- 

1,308 

2,460 

2 

1-6 

„ 

16  - 

- 

1,191 

956 

2 

1-8 

„ 

22  - 

- 

1,066  . 

S80 

3 

2-8 

,, 

29  - 

- 

1,750 

1,099 

845 

3 

2'7 

October 

6 - 

- 

1,094 

820 

1 

■9 

„ 

13  - 

- 

1,105 

776 

3 

2-7 

„ 

20  - 

- 

„ 

• 1,115 

797 

1 

•9 

» 

27  - 

- 

1,810 

1,112 

778 

5 

4-5 

November  3 - 

- 

1,180 

293 

2 

1-9 

>, 

10  - 

- 

f( 

1,148 

266 

4 

3-4 

» 

- 

„ 

1,292 

33 

2 

1-5 

1,872 

40 

4 

3‘ 
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■ APPENDIX  : SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


Week  ended 

Total 

Workhouse 

Accnmmo- 

Total  Number 
Relieved 

Workhouse. 

Total  Number 

Out-door 

Relief. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Rate 

of  Mortality 
per  1,000. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

1849 : 

December  1 - 

1,810 

1,437 

29 

2 

1-4 

„ 8 - - 

„ 

1,491 

39 

6 

4- 

,,  15  - 

1,647 

39 

3 

1-9 

„ 22  - 

.. 

1,545 

49 

- 

- 

„ 29  - 

» 

1,665 

51 

6 

3-9 

1850: 

January  5 - 

„ 

1,596 

62 

11 

0-9 

„ 12  - 

1,605 

46 

10 

10- 

„ 19  - 

1,614 

56 

8 

5- 

„ 26  - 

„ 

1,637 

51 

7 

4-3 

February  2 - 

1,644 

39 

10 

6-1 

„ 9 - - 

„ 

1,637 

36 

9 

5-5 

„ 16  - 

.. 

1,575 

31 

9 

5-7 

„ 23  - 

„ 

1,527 

32 

12 

7-8 

March  2 - 

1,506 

38 

8 

5-3 

„ 9 - 

1,501 

3D 

6 

4- 

„ 16  - - 

1,495 

19 

10 

6-7 

. „ 23  - 

,, 

1,479 

22 

10 

6-8 

„ 30  - 

„ 

1,431 

17 

11 

7-7 

April  6 - 

. 

1,408 

22 

10 

7-1 

„ 13  - - 

1,382 

16 

10 

7-2 

„ 20  - - 

1,387 

25 

3 

2-1 

„ 27  - 

,»  : 

1,407 

33 

9 

0-5 

No.  XXVI. 


Correspondence  with  Mr.  Kirkwood. 

No.  35,716/43. 

Sirs’  . Lakeview,  June  29,  1848. 

150TH  as  a payer  of  poor-rates  to  a large  amount,  and  as  a magistrate,  I beg  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Poor-house,  which  I understand  is  turned  into  a den  of 
infamy  particularly  so,  by  the  Inspector,  Captain  Wynne ; and  not  content  with  that,  he 
brings  those  bad  characters  to  my  gate,  and  which  I have  positive  proof  of.  I would  not 
be  surprised  if  the  Union  rebelled  against  the  rates,  when  they  are  turned  to  such  use. 

I am,  &c. 

Thomas  Kirkwood. 


No.  35,716/48. 


Observations  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  July  3, 1848. 


With  regard  to  tlwt  part  of  the  communication  of  Mr.  Kirkwood  which'  has  reference  to 
my  character  a,  a pub  i'c  officer,  viz.  the  workhouse  being  a “ den  of  infer l.y  ” I can  o„  v 
say,  it  is  the  first  time  I have  ever  heard  of  the  fact,  and  believe  it  to  be  utterly  false  ■ m 
confirmation  of  which  I beg  to  enclose  the  letters  of  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic 
lectors  of  the  parish,  who  are  also  chaplains  to  the  workhouse,  and  whose'  duty  it  is  to  be 
informed  on  the  subject,  and  to  report  any  immoral  practices  they  may  hear  of  Vitll  regard 
to  that  portion  which  refers  to  my  conduct  as  a private  individual  /need  not  t,oubleS?he 
Commissioners  further  than  to  be  permitted  to  stale  that'  it  is  a malWous  fa  sehood  but 

fSipe^ld"  meKUre  " "P-  -STS;  ££&£ 

r to,  to  take,  and  which 

S££  ofteUctSbirteStCirCUmBpeCliOD' lnd  “ 1 ** 


that  our  workhouse  here  is  a « den  onrfamy^inf"0”1  ^ 2’  1848- 
community  of  such  extent,  and  composed  of  such  a rlasn  r/’  q 1 l prises  me-  In  a 
be,  some  abuses;  but,  certain,*. 

. “ infamy," 
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“ infamy,”  and  1 think  it  is  impossible  that  abuses  to  any  considerable  extent  could  exist  Carrick-on-Shannon 
without  reaching  me  in  some  way.  Union. 

I would  ask  particulars  and  proofs ; many  of  the  rate-payers  would  cover  their  own  fault  

in  withholding  the  rates  by  throwing  blame  on  the  system. 

I remain,  &c. 

E.  Wynne,  Esq.,  Sec.  &c.  &c.  R.  Dawson. 


Dear  Sir,  Drumliffin  Glebe,  July  3, 1818. 

In  reference  to  the  subject  which  you  have  just  brought  before  my  notice,  I have  to  say, 
that  I did  hear  reports  of  immoral  practices  having  taken  place  in  the  workhouse  of 
Carrick-on-Shannon.  I felt  it  my  duty,  in  consequence,  to  make  some  inquiries;  but  I 
could  not  arrive  at  anything  beyond  vague  conjectures  and  suspicions,  which  I am  fully 
persuaded  were  utterly  without  foundation. 

Where  so  many  persons  of  the  lowest  ranks  in  society  are  congregated  together,  it  would 
be  absurd  to  suppose  that  immoralities  may  not  have  occurred,  and  will  not  occur;  but  as 
far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  I can  safely  say  that  there  is  a very  striking  improvement  in 
the  internal  management  of  the  workhouse ; and  I feel  convinced  that  it  is  the  wish  of  all 
those  who  are  concerned  in  the  management  of  it,  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  inmates, 
and  that  they  would  at  once  repress  anything  of  an  improper  tendency. 

I remain.  See. 

W.  H.  Percy, 

To  Edmond  Wynne,  Esq.  Rector,  &c.,  of  •Kiltoghard. 


No.  35,716/48.  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

Sir,  July  5,  1848. 

I am  directed  hy  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
. in  Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  calling  attention  to 
the  state  of  the  workhouse  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  ; and  I am  to  state  that  it  appears 
by  letters  from  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  chaplains  of  the  workhouse,  that  you 
have  been  misinformed  with  respect  to  the  moral  conduct  of  its  present  inmates. 


Thomas  Kirkwood,  Esq.,  j.p. 
Lakeview,  Carrick-on-Shannon. 


By  Order,  &c. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  XXVII. 


Correspondence  with  Captain  Wynne  on  the  Subject  of  certain 
Statements  in  the  Petition. 


No.  16,507/50. 


Gentlemen,  Esker  House,  March  24,  1850. 

1 have  the  honour  to  bring  under  your  notice  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  “ Dublin 
Evening  Mail”  of  the  20th  instant,  purporting  to  be  a copy  of  the  Petition  to  the  House  of 
Commons  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

My  attention  had  been  previously  drawn  to  an  article,  under  a similar  heading,  in  the 
“ Boyle  Gazette  ” of  the  16th  instant,  which,  however,  did  not  contain  the  same  mali  truant 
matter  which  has  since  appeared  in  the  above  version  in  the  “ Evening  Mail,”  and  vvljich  I 
have  seen  this  day  for  the  first  time. 

I therefore  lose  not  a moment  in  claiming  at  your  hands  a full  and  searching  inquiry  into 
the  grounds  of  the  charges  contained  in  that  article,  as  they  affect  my  character  as  a public 
servant.  As  regards  the  attack  on  my  private  character  involved  therein,  1 have  placed 
myself  under  legal  advice. 

1 feel  that  I have  a claim  to  such  redress,  from  the  consciousness  of  having  discharged  my 
duties  with  zeal  and  fidelity  to  your  Board,  and  with,  I trust,  impartiality  towards  the 
various  interests  with  which  l.had  to  deal  during  the  period  I had  the  honour  of  serving- 
under  you. 

I beg  leave  to  add,  that  I am  quite  prepared  to  justify  every  official  act  of  mine,  ar.d  to 
show  that  the  allegations  impugning  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  during  the  period 
of  my  service  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  are  without  foundation  in  fact,  and  that  the 
abuses  complained  of  in  the  Petition  in  question  did  not  then  exist. 

I have,  See. 

To  the  Commissioners  for  Administering  the  Laws  Edmd.  Wynne. 

for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland. 


(170.  Apr.) 


3 O 
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APPENDIX  : SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE 


Carripk-on- 

Union. 


’ ^ ‘ Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

Sir,  March  28,  1860. 

■ I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  drawing  the  attention 
of  the  Commissioners  to  a Petition  addressed  to  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  and  requesting  the  Commissioners  to  institute  an 
investigation  into  statements  contained  in  that  document,  which  you  consider  to  affect  your 
character  as  a public  officer. 

In  reply,  I am  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  do  not  find  in  the  petition  any  statement 
of  specific  facts  reflecting  oh  your  conduct,  except  those  which  reflect  on  your  private 
character,  and  in  reference  to  which  it  appears  that  you  are  about  to  institute  le<ml 
proceedings. 

Should  the  Commissioners  direct  any  investigation  to  be  made  regarding  those  Statements 
in  this  petition,  which  affect  your  conduct  while  acting  heretofore  as  a public  officer  in  the 
service  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission,  they  will  not  fail  to  apprise  you  thereof;  but  they 
are  not  at  present  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of  any  such  proceeding. 


To  Captain  Wynue,  Esker  House,  Lucan. 


By  Order,  &c. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  17,898/50. 

Esker  House,  March  30,  1860. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  28th 
instant,  No.  16,507/50,  from  which  I learn,  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  disappointment,  that 
the  Commissioners  are  not  satisfied  of  the  necessity  for  acceding  to  my  request,  as  contained 
in  my  letter  of  the  24th  instant. 

As  the  grounds  on  which  the  Commissioners  rest  their  conclusion  appear  to  be,  “ that 
they  do  not  find  in  the  Memorial  any  statement  of  specific  facts  reflecting  on  my  conduct 
except  those  which  reflect  on  my  private  character,  and  in  reference  to  which  I am  about 
to  institute  legal  proceedings I beg  leave  to  state,  that  I am  advised,  that  on  the  evi- 
dence at  present  in  my  possession,  not  being  sufficiently  specific,  it  would  be  unadvisable  to 
institute  legal  proceedings. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I have  again  most  respectfully,  but  most  earnestly,  to  call 
on  the  Commissioners  to  afford  me,  through  the  inquiry  which  I seek,  the  only  legitimate 
means  now  open  to  me  of  vindicating  my  public  conduct,  and  of  redressing  wrongs  done  me 
while  in  the  service  of  the  Commission. 

Trusting  that  the  Commissioners  will  take  into  consideration  the  feelings  under  which 
I now  address  them,  and  favour  me  with  a prompt  reply, 

I have,  &c. 


To  the  Secretary,  Poor  Law  Commission. 


Edmd.  Wynne. 


No.  17,898/50.  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

t S'rV  _ . April  5,  1850. 

1 am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo ; and  I am  to  state 
that  the  subject  of  your  communication  will  receive  tlie  Commissioners’  attention. 

The  Commissioners  will  address  you  further,  in  the  course  of  a few  days,  in  reference  to 
the  request  contained  in  your  letter. 

By  Order,  See- 

m n ± • \X7  n i n T WlLLIAM  STANLEY, 

lo  Captain  Wynne,  Esker  House,  Lucan.  Secretary. 


No.  17,898/50.  r,  t /■*.  . . „ 

roor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
rn  &1IV,  • • - . . . . . April  13,  1850. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  under  cons, derat, on  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  relating  to  a Petition  which  has 
been  presented  to  Parliament  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union 
expressing  your  regret  that  the  Commissioners  are  not  satisfied  of  the  necessity  for 
acceding  to  your  wish  for  an  inquiry  into  your  couduct  whilst  acting  as  a Poor  Law 
Inspector  m that  Union,  according  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  24th 
ultimo. 

Yon  further  state,  that  von  are  advised  with  respect  to  allegations  contained  in  the 
Petition  referred  to,  which  affect  your  character,  that  the  evidence  at  present  in  your 
possession  not  being  sufficiently  specific,  it  would  be  unadvisable  to  institute  legal  pro- 
ceedings; and  you  again  request  the  Commissioners  to  afford  yon,  through  the  inquiry 

which 
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'which  you  have  applied  for,  the  means  of  vindicating  your  public  conduct,  and  of  redressing  Carrick-on-Shannon 
wrongs  done  to  you  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  Commission.  ° Union. 

In  reply,  I am  to  observe,  that  the  statements  which  you  refer  to  as  reflecting  on  your  

character  as  a public  officer  were  not  made,  so  far  as  the  Commissioners  are  aware  until 
long  after  your  retirement  from  the  service  of  the  Commission.  This  took  place  on  the 
30th  September  1849,  at  which  period  your  services,  together  with  those  of  20  other  Tem- 
porary Inspectors,  were  discontinued. 

A very  material  part,  therefore,  of  the  statement  of  the  petitioners  on  th.is  subject,  to  the 
effect  that  the  charge  now  preferred  against  you  by  them  was  brought  before  tlie  Commis- 
sioners, and  that  they  declined  to  investigate  it,  is  not  correct;  and  the  Commissioners 
desire  me  to  inform  you  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  such  use  of  this  intimation  as  you 
may  think  proper. 

With  regard  to  your  request  for  an  inquiry,  with  a view  to  the  vindication  of  your 
character,,  the  Commissioners  do  not  consider  that  they  would  he  justified  in  using  the 
powers  of  inquiry  which  have  been  entrusted  to  them  for  public  purposes  alone,  in  order 
to  furnish  you,  as  a private  individual,  with  the  means  of  redressing  what  you  consider 
to  be  a private  wrong,  on  the  mere  ground  that  the  facts  which  form  the  subject  of  a 
charge  against  your  character  are  alleged  to  have  occurred  while  you  were  in  the  service 
of  the  Commission,  and  to  have  been  connected  with  the  discharge  of  your  duty  as  an 
Inspector. 

Should  the  Commissioners  at  any  time  consider  it  for  the  interest  of  the  public  service 
that  an  inquiry  into  the  allegations  contained  in  this  petition  should  take  place,  they  will 
not  fail  to  apprise  you  thereof  ; but  at  present  they  desire  me  to  repeat  that  they  are  by 
no  means  satisfied  of  the  necessity  for  any  such  inquiry  taking  place. 

By  Order,  &c. 

To  Captain  Wynne,  Esker  House,  Lucan.  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  25,849/50. 

Gentlemen,  Esker  House,  May  3,  1850. 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  particulars  of  the  case  which  I have'ascertained, 
on  inquiry,  to  be  that  referred  to  in  the  Petition  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union. 

A woman  named  Mary  Connell,  complained  to  me,  by  petition,  about  the  month  of 
February  1848,  that  Mr.  Laird,  Relieving  Officer,  refused  her  relief,  alleging  that  she  held 
land.  The  petition  also  stated,  that  petitioner  had  been  servant  to  Mr.  Laird;  that  a 
difference  had  arisen  between  them  on  account  of  wages,  and  that  Mr.  Laird  on  that- 
account  had  denied  her  relief.  The  petition  also  set  forth  that  petitioner  had  given  up 
the  land  and  was  in  the  utmost  distress  ; which  facts  petitioner  undertook  to  prove. 

I directed  her  to  attend  at  the  workhouse  on  the  day  appointed  for  investigating  such 
complaints,  when  the  Relieving  Officers  should  be  present,  and  that  I would  then  and  there 
inquire  into  her  case. 

She  did  attend,  and  her  case  was  gone  into  by  Mr.  O’Reilly,  Vice-Guardian,  and  myself; 

Mr.  Duncan,  the  other  Vice-Guardian,  being  engaged  with  the  hooks,  as  was  the  custom  on 
these  days.  Evidence  was  heard  on  both  sides,  and  a certificate  of  having  surrendered  the 
land  was  produced  by  the  woman,  together  with  the  party  who  then  held  the  land. 

The  result  was,  that  Mr.  O’Reilly  ana  I were  under  the  impression  that  she  had  given.up 
the  land,  and  Mr.  O’Reilly  ordered  her  relief. 

In  some  time  afterwards  this  woman  again  preferred  a complaint,  “ that  she  had  been 
struck  off  relief  by  Mr.  Laird,”  to  whom  she  attributed  motives  of  personal  animosity  in 
reference  to  his  conduct  towards  her.  I again  directed  her  to  attend  on  the  appointed  day, 
at  the  workhouse,  and  that  her  case  should  be  heard.  The  case  was  again  gone  into  by 
Mr.  O’Reilly  alone,  as  far  as  I recollect,  and  ruled  by  him  as  on  the  former  occasion. 

I am  not  aware  of  any  third  case  similar  to  those  stated ; but  it  appears  that  when  all 
able-bodied  men,  with  their  families,  were  ordered  into  the  house,  this  woman’s  family 
were  admitted,  but  in  a short  time  discharged,  on  the  representation  of  the  medical  officer 
that  the  husband  laboured  under  heart-complaint,  and  that  he  would  not  live  in  the  house. 

During  the  last  16  months  of  my  connexion  with  the  Union,  this  woman  applied 
frequently  to  the  Guardians  for  relief,  and  made  several  complaints  to  me ; but  as  there 
was  reason  to  doubt  that  she  had  given  a bona  fule  surrender  of  the  land,  she  did  not 
receive  any,  that  I am  aware  of.  She  was  an  exceedingly  troublesome  and  turbulent 
person;  and  I recollect  on  one  occasion,  in  the  summer  of  1849,  recommending  Mr. 

Mortimer,  Vice-Guardian,  if  she  and  her  family  were  in  absolute  distress,  to  offer  them 
the  workhouse,  which,  I believe,  was  declined  by  her.  I may  add  that  this  woman  pro- 
duced several  notes  from  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  country,  bearing  testimony  to  her 
extreme  distress.  This  case  did  not  differ  from  one  thousand  others  which  came  before 
tl\e  Vice-Guardians  and  me,  except  with  respect  to  the  feeling  which  existed  between  the 
Relieving  Officer,  the  applicant,  and  the  turbulent  temper  of  the  woman.  sic  in  orig. 

You  will  perceive  that,  in  the  course  which  I took  in  this  case,  I discharged  my  duty  to 
the  letter ; and  had  I taken  any  other  course,  actuated  by  any  motive  whatever,  I should 
have  been  guilty  of  dereliction  of  duty.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Relieving  Officer  to  take 
v(l70.  App.)  3 6 2 all 
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ail  applications,  and  to  submit  them,  with  his  report  thereon,  to  the  Vice-Guardians, 
who  alone  had  the  power  to  grant  or  withhold  relief. 

As  Inspector  of  the  Union,  I never  ordered  relief  to  any  individual,  and  the  Vice- 
Guardians  will  be  able  to  state  if  I ever  attempted  to  influence  them  to  do  so. 

In  the  case  referred  to,  I utterly  deny  that  any  illicit  or  improper  intercourse  whatever 
existed ; nor  do  I believe  that  any  such  will  be  attempted  in  evidence.  I also  utterly  deny  the 
existence  on  my  part  of  any  unworthy  motive  in  this  or  in  any  other  case  in  which  my  official 
intervention  was  called  for  during  the  entire  period  to  which  the  allegation  refers.  I had  at 
my  disposal,  and  under  my  sole  control,  a large  quantity  of  provisions,  with  permission  from 
the  Agent  of  the  British  Itelief  Association  to  afford  relief  to  those  whom  I might  consider 
to  be  in  need  of  it,  and  particularly  those  parties  who,  from  holding  land  or  other  disability, 
were  excluded  from  relief  under  the  Poor  Law.  From  this  source  I might  have  given  any 
amount  of  provisions  I pleased,  without  the  slightest  risk  of  laying  myself  open  to  the 
malignity  of  my  enemies,  or  of  placing  myself  at  the  mercy  of  a Relieving  Officer.  Many 
families,  under  the  circumstances  described,  did  receive  relief  from  this  source,  and  there 
was  nothing  to  prevent  me  bestowing  on  the  case  in  question  ten  times  the  amount  of  out- 
door relief  rations,  if  I were  influenced  by  the  motives  ascribed  to  me,  and  could  divcBt 
myself  of  every  principle  of  honour  and  honesty,  and  every  feeling  of  a gentleman. 

I may  be  permitted  to  add,  as  some  evidence  of  the  improbability  of  the  truth  of  a charge 
against  me,  involving  the  most  petty  and  paltry  peculation,  that  during  the  period  referred 
to,  I advanced  large  sums  of  money  from  my  private  purse  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
Union  to  support  its  credit,  and  inspire  confidence  amongst  its  creditors.  I should  not 
advert  to  this  fact,  but  as  bearing  in  some  degree  on  a charge  which,  from  my  position 
in  life,  my  circumstances  and  my  character,  I never  contemplated  being  called  on 
to  refute. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  state  distinctly,  that  I am  now  fully  prepared  to  prove  the  truth 
and  correctness  of  the  foregoing  statements,  and  pledge  myself  to  disprove  effectually,  by 
satisfactory  evidence,  the  foul  charge  preferred  against  me,  provided  I be  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so,  which  I trust  most  confidently  you  will  obtain  lor  me. 

As  regards  my  conduct  and  general  demeanour  in  the  workhouses,  I would  implore  a 
close  and  searching  examination  of  the  several  workhouse  officers  who  had  an  opportunity 
of  observing  my  conduct  for  21  months,  both  in  Carrick  and  Boyle  Unions. 

I have,  &c. 

To  the  Commissioners  Edmd.  Wvnne. 

for  Administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the 
Poor  in  Ireland. 


Ro.  _o,849/o0.  p00r  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

Sir,  _ 6 May  1850. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  3d  instant,  in  which  you 
state  the  particulars  of  the  case  which  you  believe  to  be  that  referred  to  in  the  Petition  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  as  affecting  your  character,  and 
request  the  Commissioners  to  obtain  for  you  an  opportunity  of  refuting  the  charges  pre- 
ferred against  you. 

In  reply,  I am  to  observe,  that  the  statements  in  the  Petition  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
have  been  referred  to  a Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  for  investigation,  and  the  Com- 
missioners are  not  able  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  respect  to  the  course  of  inquiry  which 
may  he  taken  by  the  Committee. 

By  Order,  &c. 

m W.  Stanley, 

lo  Captain  Wynne,  &c.  See.  See.  Secretary. 

Esker  House,  Lucan. 


No,  XXVIII. 

No.  43,020/47. 

®r>  . 116,  Grafton -street,  Dublin,  21  December  1847. 

I beg  leave  respectfully  to  solicit  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  employment  as  a 
Vice-Guardian. 

The  enclosed  testimonials  from  the  Chairman,  Vice-chairman,  and  the  two  Commis- 
sioners most  constant  in  attendance,  will,  I trust,  sufficiently  attest  my  general  good  conduct 
and  ability.  The  valuation  which,  under  the  Act  alluded  to,  I arranged,  was  in  extent 
470,000  acres,  and  in  value  280,000  1.  The  plan  was  borrowed  from  the  Bavarian 
and  has  since  been  adpoted  in  the  general  Valuation  of  Ireland,  and  the  details,  extending  to 
the  particulars  of  about  15,000  holdings,  were  all  drawn  out  by  my  own  pen.  ° 

Since  the  completion  of  this  work  in  1840, 1 have  been  employed  as  Receiver  in  Chancery 
(from  which  l am  gradually  withdrawing),  and  as  statistician  on  the  Waterford  and 
Limerick  and  Waterford  and  Cork  Railways. 

My 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS  OF  CARRICK-ON-SHANNON  UNION. 


477 


My  time  being  now  unemployed,  I should  be  happy  to  be  engaged  in  a useful  pursuit;  it  Carrick-on-Shannon 
is  immaterial  as  to  place,  and  I am  ready  at  a moment.  Union. 

Soliciting  the  favour  of  your  submitting  my  respectful  application  to  the  Poor  Law  

Commissioners, 

I have,  &c. 

William  Stanley,  Esq.  R-  Mortimer. 

&c.  &c.  Sec. 


82,  Lower  Mount-street, 

My  dear  Stanley,  December  30,  1947. 

The  beaver,  Mr.  Rodolphus  Mortimer,  of  Dungarvan,  has  requested  me  to  give  him  an 
introduction  to  you,  and  to  state  my  opinion  of  his  fitness  for  the  office  of  Vice- Guardian, 
which  he  seeks,  and  for  which  he  has  obtained  testimonials  of  the  highest  character. 

In  compliance  with  Mr.  Mortimer’s  request,  I beg  to  state  that  I derived  very  valuable 
assistance  from  him  when  I formed  the  Unions  of  Dungarvan,  Lismore  and  Waterford,  in 
1830,  and  that  his  personal  character  and  habits  of  business,  and  general  fitness,  induced 
me  to  recommend  him  to  the  Commissioners  as  Returning  Officer  for  the  two  Unions  of 
Lismore  and  Dungarvan  in  that  year.  The  duty  was  performed  entirely  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Commissioners,  and  without  any  local  complaint.  I am  quite  satisfied  from  my  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  Mr.  Mortimer,  that  he  will  give  every  satisfaction  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  if  the  Commissioners  appoint  him. 

I remain,  &c. 

To  William  Stanley,  J°hk  O’Donohoe. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Dear  Mortimer,  Cappoquin  House,  December  4, 1847. 

In  compliance  with  your  letter,  I beg  to  attest,  that  you  acted  as  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
mission, instituted  by  Act  of  Parliament,  6 & 7 Will.  4,  for  the  valuation  of  the  county  of 
Waterford  for  fiscal  purposes,  in  which  Commission  I acted  as  Vice-president.  During  three 
years  of  constant  labour  in  the  examination  of  difficult  details  in  a science  scarcely  under- 
stood in  Ireland,  your  attention  and  intelligence  were  most  valuable;  the  working  of  the 
measure  for  the  last  seven,  furnishes  an  incontestable  proof  of  its  utility,  which  owes  a large 
share  of  its  success  to  your  exertions.  The  complicated  details  which  required  minute  and 
constant  investigation  will  enable  you  to  enter  upon,  eminently  qualified,  any  similar  under- 
taking, that  may  require  for  its  object  a clear  and  comprehensive  system,  and  authorizes  me 
in  declaring  you  to  be  an  excellent  and  clear-headed  arithmetician. 

Believe  me,  &c. 

R.  Keane. 


This  is  to  certify,  That.  Mr.  Rodolphus  Mortimer  was  employed  by  the  Commissioners  for 
conducting  the  valuation  of  the  county  of  Waterford,  os  their  Secretary,  during  the  years 
1837  1838  and  1839,  and  that  both  in  capacity  of  accountant,  as  well  as  in  respect  of 
his  General  knowledge  of  business,  he  afforded  to  the  Commissioners  the  most  entire 
satisfaction  from  the  commencement  of  the  important  duties  which  had  been  confided 

to  him.  „ t, 

Stuart  de  Deceis. 

R.  Musgrave,  Bart. 
John  Kirby. 


No.  408/48—  (Applications.)  0 ,0^0 

g;,.  Dungarvan,  January  3,  1848. 

I BEG  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  esteemed  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  and  to 
enclose  two  letters,  additional  testimonials  in  my  favour,  from  Sir  Henry  W.  Barron  ancl 
Mr  Villiers  Stuart;  to  the  latter  I would  request  your  particular  attention.  Mr.  Stuart  s 
are  not  merely  words  of  course,  and  the  estimate  of  his  opinion  should  be  formed  not  so 
much  from  his  exalted  rank  and  station,  as  the  sound  judgment  and  high  integrity  which 
he  so  eminently  possesses.  Should  his  merits  in  these  respects  be  unknown  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners,  I would  respectfully  solicit  their  reference  to  Mr.  Burke,  the  Assistant 
Commissioner,  to  whom  Mr.  Stuart  has  given  me  an  introduction.  Ibis  reference  will  have 
the  twofold  end  of  affording  a just  estimate  of  Mr.  Stuart’s  letter,  and  enabling  Mr.  Dunce 
to  inquire  and  report  on  my  fitness  for  business. 

^ I am,  &c. 

To  William  Stanley,  Esq.  Roiolthus  Moktimek. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(170.  Arp.) 
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No.  408/48. — (Enclosure.) 

Dear  Sir,  Dromana,  December  1,  1848. 

I beg  to  forward  the  enclosed  letters  to  you,  which  I shall  be  very  glad  to  find  are  of 
service  to  you. 

Yours,  &c. 

To  R.  Mortimer,  Esq.  William  Villiers  Stuart. 

Dungarvan. 


No.  408/48. — (Enclosure.) 

. Dear  Sir,  Castletown,  January  1,  1847. 

In  compliance  with  your  desire,  I have  great  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony  to  the 
very  satisfactory  and  business-like  manner  m which  you  performed  your  duties  some  years 
ago,  when  acting  as  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament  to 
superintend  the  valuation  of  the  county  of  Waterford. 

Though  we  had  a very  efficient  Chairman  in  Sir  Richard  Keane,  the  working  of  the 
details,  the  filling  up  of  the  sheets,  and  the  calculations  devolved  very  much  upon  you 
and  the  Board  were  much  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  you  executed  those  duties.  * 

I have  no  doubt,  from  the  manner  in  which  you  filled  that  office,  you  would  zealously 
apply  yourself  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  any  other  to  which  you  might  be  appointed. 

Believe  me,  &c. 

William  Villiers  Stuart. 


Dear  Sir,  Baumount,  December  4,  1847. 

1 am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  state,  that  you  performed  the  duties  allotted  to  you 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Valuation  for  the  County  of  Waterford  with  seal,  punctuality  and 
attention.  I know  that  you  gave  satisfactron  to  the  Commissioners  in  every  respect,  and  the 
duties  were  of  a very  onerous  nature.  J 1 ' e 

Faithfully  yours, 

To  E.  Mortimer,  Esq.  H.  Winston  Bannorr. 


No.  6,570/48. 

u,  ’r’  - , Kilkenny,  February  8,  1948 

With  reference  to  my  application  for  employment  ns  a Vice-Guardian,  l have  been 
advised,  by  Assistant-Commissioner  Mr.  J.  Burke,  to  whom  I have  been  introduced  by 
Mr.  Villiers  Stuart,  to  acquaint  you,  that  in  1837  I was  selected  by  the  Commissioners7 
appointed  under  a Local  Act,  as  their  Secretary,  to  arrange  the  valuation  of  the  County 
Waterford  for  fiscal  purposes,  excepting  that  the  valuation  was  to  be  of  tenements.  I was 
'K™  J“dS?lent.for  P1™  “d  arrangement,  and  therefore  selected,  omitting 
some  minor  details,  the  Bavarian  cadastre  as  my  model.  The  particulars  of  this  wort? 
forming  seven  volumes  on  the  largest-sued  drawing  paper,  and  seven  smaller,  containing 
the  amount  possessed  by  each  holder,  for  the  use  of  baronial  collectors,  were  all  written  bv 
and  1 <?“*.  “J  di%euce;  and  the  experience  of  ifa  option 
^p“4Ss3  :LiL^  piemen  who  have  written  in  my  favour,  will  belt  attest 

t .■SI*5?  1 dented  some  of  my  time  ; and  beg  to  mention  that,  on  the  rejection 
traffic  tables  by  the  Lords  Committees  in  1846  as  evidence  admissible  on  behalf  tf  mll 

°f  S0W'C'S  °f  wer^rewarded 

M,fFo“ruro7ta 

at  each  side  was  near  176,000  l,  including  the  purchase  of  two  nrJ  ^ f ' amount 
and  the  accounts  were  exceedingly  intricate,  not  more  from  the  nature  of  fh  °+  006  eState’ 
than  the  scantiness  and  undigested  state  of  the  information  afforded  me  f ^ transactl0ns 
_ I have  to  apologise  for  again  troubling  you  on  this  subject.  Studying:  brevity  I 
these  particulars  m my  former  letter,  and  trust  you  will  not  consfdef  l , ? d 
gressed  too  unreasonably  in  the  opposite  extreme  in  the  present  instance  1 S" 


To  William  Stanley,  Esq. 
See.  &c.  &c. 


I am,  & c. 

R.  Mortimer. 


No. 
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No.  6,570/48.  Carrick-on-Shannon 

Copy  Observations  of  J.  Burke,  Esq.,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  on  foregoing.  Union- 

I have  been  making  inquiries  about  Mr.  Mortimer,- and  I believe  that  he  is  a man  of 
business-like  habits.  He  has  been  highly  recommended  to  me  by  Mr.  Villiers  Stuart  who 
I am  certain  would  not  do  so  if  he  did  not  consider  Mr.  Mortimer  a competent  person  for 
the  office. 

Mr.  Mortimer  called  on  me  at  Kilkenny : he  appears  to  be  an  active  intelligent  man. 


No.  29,733/48. 

Sir,  May  29,  1848. 

In  addition  to  the  memorandum  which  you  were  pleased  to  take  down  on  my  visit,  the 
result  of  Lord  GlengalPs  introduction,  I sent  to  Mr.  Stanley,  on  or  about  the  18th  December 
ultimo,  the  testimonials  to  which  he  alluded,  and  to  which  I beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

I have,  &c. 

To  E.  T.  B.  Twisleton,  Esq.  R.  Mortimer. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  30,240/48. 

• Copy  Observations  of  Joseph  Burke,  Esq.,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  dated  May  30,  1848. 

There  are  former  papers  relating  to  Mr.  Mortimer’s  application,  on  which  I before  gave 
my  opinion. 

Mr.  Mortimer  appears  to  be  an  active  intelligent  man,  but  is  rather  visionary  in  his  views, 
to  which  has  been  attributed  his  not  succeeding  in  many  speculations  which  he  em- 
barked in. 

At  the  last  election  of  Guardians,  Mr.  Mortimer  became  a member  of  the  Dungarvan 
Union,  with  a view  of  qualifying  for  the  office  which  he  now  seeks.  I have  had  no  oppor- 
tunity, Mr.  Mortimer  not  being  present  at  a recent  meeting  of  that  Board  which  I attended, 
of  judging  of  his  efficiency  as  Guardian. 


No.  68,868/48. 

Copy  Communication  from  J.  Burke,  Esq.,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  dated 
December  19,  1848. 

Mr.  Rodolphus  Mortimer,  a candidate  for  the  office  of  Vice-Guardian,  has  been  a Guar- 
dian of  the  Dungarvan  Union  since  March  last,  and  during  that  time  has  devoted  a great 
deal  of  his  attention  in  becoming  acquainted  with  the  duties  of  Guardian,  which  I con- 
sider he  is  now  so  fully  up  to,  that  he  would  make  an  efficient  Vice-Guardian. 

I requested  Mr.  Mortimer  to  visit  the  auxiliary  workhouse  at  Waterford,  and  to  give  me  a 
Report  on  it,  which  he  has  done  ; and  I forward  his  Report,  received  by  me  to-day 


No.  68,868/48. 

_ Dungarvan,  December  16,  1848. 

I beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that,  as  you  desired,  I did  visit  the  auxiliary  house  at  Water- 
ford, and  drew  up  the  enclosed  Report,  which  I offered  to  read  on  Thursday,  prefacing 
that  I would  not  enter  it  on  the  Visiting  Committee  book,  being  the  observations  of  an  indi- 
vidual. Lord  Stuart  would  not  listen  to  it ; nothing  from  Waterford  would  go  down. 

I applied  again  to  the  Commissioners,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Stanley,  that  as  I flattered  myself, 
from  his  attention,  that  I had  found  favour  in  bis  sight,  I would  be  obliged  if  he  could  in 
any  shape  assist  in  having  my  application  referred  to  the  Inspector ; the  enclosed  is  his 
reply.  I am  afraid,  after  all,  that  interest,  which  I have  not,  is  the  readiest  road  to  pre- 
ferment. 

I am,  &c. 

R.  Mortimer. 


No.  68,868/48. 

■ The  Auxiliary  Workhouse  at  Waterford  is  occupied  solely  by  female  adults,  whose  num- 
bers  now  amount  to  220.  The  first  step  in  manufacturing  industry  taken  there,  was  by 
settmg  to  work  those  who  could  spin,  and  teaching  others,  near  the  end  of  last  July,  on  the 
“i?.  of.  wh.lcl1.  m°ntb  70  persons  were  employed;  this  number  was  gradually  added  to 
ri  -S'  of  November,  from  which  to  the  present  day,  there  has  been  little 

(17°.  Aw.)  3 o 4 increase; 
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increase ; 
follows : — 


and  the  particulars  of  their  engagements  on  the  day  of  my  visit  were  as 

53  employed  carding  cotton  and  wool. 

23  ditto  spinning  cotton  on  flax  wheels. 

15  ditto  spinning  flax. 

14  ditto  spinning  cotton  on  woollen  wheels. 

23  ditto  knitting  stockings. 

23  ditto  knitting  squares  for  quilts. 

6 ditto  about  weaving. 

2 ditto  knitting  uppers  for  shoes. 


159 

50  were  engaged  at  needle,  and  making  and  mending. 

11  at  cooking  and  domestic  pursuits. 

The  manufacturers,  in  their  turn,  were  employed  in  the  necessary  house  or  domestic  occu- 
pations; and  making  allowance  for  the  time  so  employed,  and  that  necessarily  wasted  in 
teaching,  I compute  that  their  work  was  equivalent  to  that  of  100  persons,  for  four  months, 
at  daily  employment. 

The  fruit  of  their  labours,  as  taken  from  the  “ Clothing  Material  Book,  and  “ Store- 
keepers’,” would  appear  to  be  as  follows  : — 


— - 

Material  Cost. 

Value. 

G.in. 

Amount. 

205  pair  Worsted  Stockings 

s.  d. 

- 3 p’pr. 

5.  d. 

• 1 -p’pr. 

■s.  d. 
- 9 

£.  s.  d. 
7 13  9 

140  „ Cotton  - ditto  - 

- 2 „ 

- 10  „ 

- 8 

4 13  4 

120  „ Woollen  Shoes  - 

- i|  „ 

- 8 „ 

- o* 

3 2 0 

150  Straw  Hats-  ■ 

- 1 

- G 

— 5 

3 2 G 

18  Quilts  - - - 

5 - 

15  - 

10  - 1 

9 - - 

36  ditto  - - - - - “ i 

2 G 

6 - 

3 6 

G G - 

4 Curtains  - 

1 - 

3 - 

2 - 

- 8 - 

87 § yards  Union  Linen  - 

- 5 

1 - 

- 7 

2 10  9 

52$  vards  Linsey  - 

- oj 

1 4 

- H 

2 12 

232  lbs.  Woollen  Yarn  - 

- 9 

1 10 

i l 

17  19  8 

169  „ Linen  - ditto  - 

- 10 

1 3 

- 5 

3 10  5 

157  „ Cotton  - ditto  - - - j 

- 5 

- 11 

- 6 

3 18  6 

Value  conferred  by  Li 

ibour  on  Mate 

rials 

- £. 

G4  G 7 

This  statement  being  for  four  months,  it  follows  that,  at  the  same  rate  of  employment, 
this  very  limited  establishment  would  confer  on  materials  a value  of  nearly  200 /.  in  a year. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  this  statement  refers  to  the  money  value  alone  of  the  articles  ; 
but  every  person  conversant  with  home  manufacture  must  have  some  idea  of  the  superior 
durability  and  wear  of  articles  so  made,  when  compared  with  similar  goods  which  are 
purchased.  The  extent  of  this  superiority  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain.  In  the  absence  of 
experience,  and  of  means  for  trying  the  strength  of  materials,  the  only  mode  of  judging  is  by 
the  fineness  of  the  web,  the  fineness  and  closeness  of  the  texture,  and  the  consequent  weight 
of  materials.  Examined  by  these  tests,  I find  the  chain  or  warp  both  of  the  Union  and  the 
Linsey  set  in  an  eight-and-a-half  hundred  reed,  the  interlacing  thread  or  weft  as  closely 
worked  as  can  be,  and  the  weight  nearly  double  that  of  a similar  article  from  the  shop.  It 
is  not  too  much,  therefore,  to  say,  that  the  home  goods  are  double  the  value  of  the  others  ; 
but  assuming  they  are  worth  only  50  per  cent,  more,  we  have  in  this  instance  an  indisputable 
yearly  saving  at  the  rate  of  300 /.,  as  the  result  of  this  limited  employment,  subject,  as  it  was, 
to  all  the  disadvantages  on  a beginning;  the  materials  did  not  cost  50/.,  but  the  calculation 
is  exclusive  of  them.  I regret  to  say  it  is  in  our  power  at  Dungarvan  to  apply  three  times 
the  quantity  of  labour  to  similar  pursuits  ; and  as  our  clothing  expenditure  last  year  was 
1,200/.,  would  it  not  be  wisdom,  by  following  such  an  example,  to  save  900  /.  on  that 
account?  To  the  objection  that  “no  results  have  ever  come  from  manufactures,”  I would 
oppose  the  instance  quoted,  and  the  truth  that  “ idleness  taxes  more  than  the  State,” 
and  “ sloth,  like  rust,  consumes  faster  than  labour  wears,”  while  “ the  used  key  is  always 
bright.” 

I do  not  feel  competent  to  enlarge  on  the  moral  effects  of  employment,  particularly  on 
classes  whose  minds  are  so  limited  from  want  of  education, — a subject  too  extensive  to  be 
treated  briefly;  but  experience  shows,  that  irrespective  of  the  feeling  usually  excited  by  the 
reflection  that  a person  can  do  something,  discipline  will  be  more  obediently  submitted  to, 
and  proper  control  be  more  effectually  exercised  over  the  employed  than  the  idle. 

I learned  that  the  progress  made,  and  which,  under  all  circumstances,  I deem  very  con- 
siderable, is  mainly  attributable  to  the  intelligence,  and  patient,  assiduous  care,  attention 
and  observation  of  the  female  superintendent  (herself  untaught),  and  which  reflects  consider- 
able credit  on  her  exertions. 

I did 
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I did  not  visit  the  workhouse  on  the  present  occasion.  It  may  not  be  out  of  course  to  Carrick-on-Shannon 
say  I examined  it  carefully  in  February  and  October  of  the  present  year;  the  improvement  Union. 

in  every  department  apparent  on  my  latter  visit,  was  fully  as  great  as  I could  have  antici-  

pated.  With  the  hospital,  a department  to  which  much  of  my  attention  has  been  devoted, 

I was  much  gratified,,  and  observed  on  the  part  of  the  Vice-Guardians  who  accompanied  me, 
that  knowledge  of  the  particulars  of  the  patients  which  could  only  be  gained  by  continued 
attention,  and  the  sympathy  that  is  calculated  to  afford  consolation. 


No.  7,382/49. 

Sir,  116,  Grafton-street,  February  1, 1849. 

I would  not  trespass  on  your  valuable  time  by  soliciting  an  interview,  and  therefore  take 
this  mode  of  respectfully  renewing  my  application  for  employment  as  a Vice-Guardian. 

Mr.  Joseph  Burke,  Boor  Law  Inspector,  has  reported,  as  I am  informed,  much  in  my 
favour,  as  has  likewise  Major  Bolton.  A letter  from  Lord  Glengall  was  presented  by  me 
yesterday  to  Mr.  Reilington,  and  I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a Resolution  recorded  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Dungarvan  Guardians,  as  descriptive  of  the  line  I have 
taken  in  public  business. 

Entreating  your  favourable  consideration  of  this  application, 

I have,  &c. 

To  E.  B.  Twisleton,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  R.  Mortimer. 


No.  7,382/49.  poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

Sir,  February  1, 1849. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  tjje  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day’s  date,  renewing  your  applica- 
tion for  an  appointment  as  Vice-Guardian ; and  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  are 
prepared  to  appoint  you  to  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union,  until  the  25th  March,  at  which 
period  the  Board  of  Guardians  will  be  restored. 

I am,  therefore,  to  request,  that  you  will  inform  the  Commissioners  whether  you  are 
willing  to  accept  the  appointment  at  the  usual  salary,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  250^.  per 
annum ; and  if  so,  the  Commissioners  will  be  glad  to  see  you,  if  you  will  call  at  this  Office 
to-morrow,  between  half-past  three  and  six  o’clock. 

The  Commissioners  would  be  desirous  that  you  should  proceed  to  Carrick-on-Shannon 
with  the  least  possible  delay. 

I have,  &c. 

To  R.  Mortimer,  Esq.,  116,  Grafton-street.  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  XXIX. 

No.  44,494  47. 

Gentlemen,  Rosse  Villa,  Parsonstown,  December  28,  1847.  Parsonstown  Union. 

Having  heard  that  you  have  had  under  consideration  the  appointment  of  paid  Guardians,  

I am  induced,  from  my  experience  in  Poor  Law  matters,  to  offer  myself  for  the  office.  I 
have  been  nearly  nine  years  managing  the  business  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Par- 
sonstown Union,  whose  assurance  of  my  fitness  for  the  office,  if  necessary,  I can  unani- 
mously attain,  which  would  be  my  strongest  pretensions  to  your  notice,  and  my  having 
property  in  the  Union  of  upwards  of  400  l.  a year.  I refer  with  confidence  to  Mr.  Stanley, 

Secretary  to  the  Commission ; also  to  Mr.  Assistant-Commissioner  Burke,  as  to  my  com- 
petency for  the  office. 

I have,  &c. 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  Dublin.  Richard  Robinson. 


No.  44,494  D/47. 

Copy  Observations  of  Mr.  Flanagan  on  foregoing. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Parsonstown  Union,  a very  intelligent 
and  efficient  officer.  He’is,  from  his  great  experience,  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  the 
books  and  details  of  the  business,  and  would,  in  my  opinion,  prove  a most  excellent  Vice- 
Guardian.  From  my  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  Robinson's  habits  of  business,  I do  not 
think  the  Commissioners  could  make  a more  eligible  appointment. 

6/1/48.  S.  W.  F. 


No.  44,494  D/47, 

Copy  Observations  of  Mr.  Burke  on  Mr.  Robinson’s  Letter,  dated 
December  28,  1847. 

I had  this  Union  in  charge  for  four  years,  during  which  Mr.  Robinson  performed  the 
duties  of  clerk  very  efficiently.  He  is  a good  accountant,  and  is,  I should  think,  fitted  for 
the  office  of  Vice-Guardian. 

II  Jan.  1848.  J.  B. 


(170,  App.)  3 P No.  XXX- 
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Farsoratown  Union. 


No.  XXX. 


No.  7,772/48. 


(Copy.) 


Gentlemen,  Longford,  February  14,  1848. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  I am  obliged  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very  irregular 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Robinson,  the  late  clerk,  has  left  the  books  and  papers  of  this  Union. 

From  the  Report  of  Mr.  Stoncy,  it  appears  that  no  ledger  has  ever  been  kept  or  posted 
since  the  last  audit  of  the  accounts  of  this  Union  in  December  1846.  There  are  no  invoices, 
receipts,  or  other  vouchers  for  money  to  be  found. 

I am  farther  obliged  to  state,  that  the  Treasurer's  Book  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
kept  9s  directed  by  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners ; and  that  a considerable  discrepancy 
appears  between  the  sum  stated  by  the  Treasurer  to  be  in  bank,  and  that  returned  by 
Mr.  Robinson  in  his  minutes. 

From  the  high  character  fur  integrity  which  Mr.  Robinson  has  ever  borne  in  this  Union, 
I sincerely  trust  and  believe  that  this  matter  will  be  satisfactorily  cleared  up.  Nothin"1, 
however,  can,  in  my  mind,  excuse  the  very  irregular  manner  in  which  he  appears  to  have 
conducted  the  business  of  this  Union. 

1 would  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  that  this  matter  be  forthwith  strictly  investigated. 


I have,  See. 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  (signed)  S.  Wotjlpe  Flanacan. 

&c.  &c.  &.C. 


No.  7,772/48.  (Copy.) 

Sir,  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  February  18,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor"  in 
Ireland  to  inform  you,  that  they  have  received  a Report  from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Flanagan 
in  which  he  states,  that  it  appears  that  no  ledger  has  been  kept  or  posted  by  you  in  your 
late  capacity  as  clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Parsonstowu  Union,  since  the  last 
audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  Union  in  December  1846  ; and  that  there  are  no  invoices 
receipts  or  other  vouchers  for  money  to  be  found.  ’ 

Mr.  Flanagan  further  states,  that  the  Treasurer’s  Book  does  not  appear  to  have  been  kept 
as  directed  by  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners,  and  that  a considerable  discrepancy  appears 
to  exist  between  the  sum  stated  by  the  treasurer  to  be  in  bank,  and  that  returned  by  you 
on  the  minutes.  J J 

In  reference  to  the  above  statements,  I am  directed  to  request,  that  you  will  be  so  good  as 
to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  an  immediate  explanation  on  the  subject.  b 


To  Richard  Robinson,  Esq. 
Vice-Guardiau,  Kenmare  Union. 


I have,  &c. 

W.  Stanley, 

Secretary. 


No.  8,846/48. 

Gentlemen,  Parsonstown,  Board-room,  February  oj  ig48 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant*  received  this  day,  relative  to  the  return  of  the 
liabilities  of  this  Union  to  the  31st  of  January  last,  I beg  to  state  I have  been  only  annointed 
clerk  on  the  5th  of  this  month  ; and  from  the  short  time  I have  been  in  office'  1 have  not 
been  able  to  make  up  the  returns  as  regularly  as  otherwise  I should  do.  There  Ins  been 
great  pressure  of  business  in  the  house,  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  the  master ‘who  h 
schoolmaster1  ab  * t0  ******'  ““  whole-  of  the  duty  of  the  house  felling  on  the 

I also  beg  to  inform  you,  that  on  Saturday,  the  12th  instant,  I called  Mr.  Flanaean  the 
Inspector  s attention  to  the  state  of  the  accounts,  and  showed  him  the  ledger  where  not  nn 
account  has  been  entered  since  the  29th  day  of  September  1846  (six):  and  that  1 found 
sn„,e  of  the  vouchers  and  papers  of  the  Union  were  astray,  and  that  even  there  was  a 
Mved"1*  m 16  acc°u,,tewltil  Provincial  Bank,  where  the  monies  of  the  Uni™  are 

fam  sure  that  if  Mr  Eobinsoir  (oar  late  clerk)  was  here,  he  could  account  for  all  this- 
and  I would  suggest  that  he  should  be  called  on  to  settle  up  the  books  to  the  time  of  Ids 
being  appointed  paid  Guard™,  and  that  then  all  the  accounts  should  be  audited,  which  has 
not  been  done  since  the  3d  day  ot  November  1846.  I have  even,  for  my  own «„ritT 
opened  a Pass-book  with  the  Provincial  Bank  here,  wherebv  it  will  armotn- 
been  received  and  paid  out  in  each  week.  y api’eai  what  '"0"eJ  lla3 

required’*  ™‘h  ^ a8sist“Ce  of  lha  sc,‘oolmaster,  to  make  out  the  Return  you 

Remain  your,  &c. 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  Robert  J.  Stoney, 

Clerk  to  the  Parsonstown  Union. 


No. 
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No.  8,894/48. 

Gentlemen,  Kenmare,  February  20,  1848. 

I beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  marked  7,772,  of  the  18th  instant,  with 
reference  to  a Report  from  Mr.  Flanagan,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  with  respect  to  matters 
connected  with  me  while  Clerk  of  the  Parsonstown  Union,  since  December  1840. 

I have  to  intimate  in  reply  thereto,  that  on  last  Friday  week  I received  a communication 
from  Mr.  Stoney  (Clerk  pro  tem.),  stating  that  a discrepancy  appeared  between  the  Treasurer’s 
account  and  that  stated  on  the  Minute-book.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  thereof,  I for- 
warded his  letters  to  the  Finance  Committee,  in  order  to  have  the  Minute-book  checked 
with  the  Treasurer’s  account  and  the  Block  Check-book,  that  if  an  error  existed,  it  might  be 
corrected;  mentioning,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  Treasurer  had  charged  the  Union  with  a 
large  sum  of  interest  during  the  last  three  years,  which  might  account  for  the  discrepancy, 
as  the  Guardians  had  given  no  check. 

During  the  nine  years  of  my  office,  I never  received  any  money  of  the  Union,  every 
payment  being  a check  on  the  Treasurer  to  the  smallest  sum,  and  can  pledge  myself  that 
all  is  right.  1 would  have  explained  every  matter  with  satisfaction  to  the  Guardians,  were 
it  not  being  necessitated  to  leave  home  so  suddenly,  particularly  as  the  present  Clerk  was 
not  accustomed  to  Union  accounts;  but  if  it  would  be  pleasing  to  you  to  allow  me  two 
days  after  perfecting  the  contracts  here,  and  in  some  degree  organizing  the  Union,  I will 
undertake  satisfactorily  to  arrange  every  matter  in  that  period. 

I wish  to  explain  with  respect  to  the  Ledger,  that,  in  fact,  from  the  last  audit  to  the  time 
of  the  last  rate  being  in  collection,  very  little  money  was  paid ; in  consequence  thereof,  the 
accounts,  after  being  examined  by  the  Audit  Committee  (there  being  then  no  funds  to 
meet  the  liabilities)  were  posted  and  made  out  on  stitched  folio-sheets,  so  as  to  be  trans- 
posed into  the  Ledger,  thereby  causing  a double  check  on  the  persons  to  whom  the  Guardians 
were  liable,  each  then  receiving  only  a proportion,  and  were  copied  and  made  out  in 
this  manner  as  if  paid,  which  was  not  entirely  the  case  on  my  leaving  home. 

I left  all  the  previous  receipts  of  the.  several  audits  that  had  taken  place  on  the  old  files, 
on  the  top  shelves  in  the  office,  and  am  of  opinion  Mr.  Flanagan  must  allude  to  all 
the  subsequent  vouchers,  which  I carefully  locked-up,  after  endorsing  them  with  the 
number  of  the  folio  of  the  Minute-book,  and  separating  thereon  the  several  sums,  where 
there  was  any  case  of  a contractor  supplying  in  two  or  more  different  accounts. 

My  long  and  tedious  illness  in  typhus  fever,  from  the  middle  of  March  to  the  June 
following,  with  an  inexperienced  person  acting  for  me  as  Clerk,  may,  perhaps,  in  a decree 
contribute  to  this  required  explanation,  and  hope,  if  necessary,  will  be  allowed  the  few 
days,  so  as  to  place  all  those  matters  in  a satisfactory  position. 

I have,  &c. 

Richard  Robinson, 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  Vice-Guardian  of  the  Kenmare  Union. 

Dublin. 


No.  7,77-  and  8,894/48.  p00r  Lavv  commjssion  Office,  Dublin, 

Sir,  , February  25,  1S48. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  in  explanation  of 
certain  statements  contained  in  a Report  which  the  Commissioners  received  from  their 
Inspector,  Mr.  Flanagan,  relative  to  the  state  of  arrear  in  which  you  have  left  the  accounts 
of  the  Parsonstown  Union,  as  well  as  certain  other  matters  therein  referred  to,  involving 
your  character  as  Clerk  of  the  Union ; and  I am  to  inform  you,  that  the  Commissioners  have 
instructed  Mr,  Flanagan  to  hold  an  inquiry  into  your  conduct  while  acting  in  that  capacity, 
with  reference  to  the  subject-matter  of  Mr.  Flanagan’s  Report ; of  the  day  of  holding  which 
inquiry  you  will  receive  due  notice  from  Mr.  Flanagan. 

The  position  of  Vice-Guardian  being  one  of  so  much  importance,  and  the  necessity  of 
uninterrupted  attendance  at  the  Union  for  which  he  acts  so  absolute,  the  Commissioners 
cannot  consent  to  your  continuance  in  the  office  during  an  inquiry  which  may  be  long,  and 
which  involves  your  previous  official  character. 

Should  the  inquiry  result  satisfactorily  as  regurds  your  previous  conduct,  the  Commis- 
sioners will  take  into  consideration  your  employment  as  a Vice-Guardian  elsewhere,  should 
any  vacancy  arise. 

An  order  revoking  and  determining  your  appointment  as  Vice-Guardian  of  Kenmare 
Union,  and  appointing  your  successor,  will  be  issued  iorthwith. 

By  Order,  &c. 

To  R.  Robinson,  Esq.,  Vice-Guardian,  W.  Stanley,  Secretary, 

Kenmare  Union,  Kenmare. 


{170.  Apr.) 
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Parsonstown  Union. 


Sic. 
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No.  7,792  ; 8,894/48.  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin. 

Sir,  February  25,  1848. 

Adverting  to  your  Report  of  the  14th  instant,  informing  the  Commissioners  for 
administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  of  the  state  of  arrear  in  which 
Mr.  Robinson,  the  late  clerk  of  the  Parsonstown  Union,  has  left  the  business  of  that  office, 
and  of  the  discrepancy  existing  between  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  the  Union  Treasurer, 
as  stated  by  him,  and  the  sum  returned  by  Mr.  Robinson  on  his  minutes;  and  of  the 
absence  of  all  vouchers,  invoices,  receipts,  &c.,  which  must  have  been  in  his  custody  as 
clerk  of  the  Union;  as  also,  to  Mr. Robinson’s  letter  to  the  Commissioners,  dated  the  20th 
instant;  in  explanation,  I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that  you  will  hold 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Robinson,  with  reference  to  the  matters  above  adverted 
to ; and  the  Commissioners  request  you  will  inform  Mr.  Robinson  of  the  day  which  you 
may  fix  upon  for  holding  such  inquiry. 

The  papers  numbered  28,270  and  37,351/47,  are  forwarded  as  showing  explanations  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Robinson  regarding  the  delay  in  making  up  the  half-yearly  abstracts, 
which  the  Commissioners  consider  not  satisfactory. 

A copy  of  a letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Robinson,  dated  this  day,  is  sent  for 
your  information. 

I have,  &c. 

To  S.  W.  Flanagan,  Esq.  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Poor  Law  Inspector,  Parsonstown. 


No.  10,311/48. 

Gentlemen,  Parsonstown,  Board-room,  February  28, 1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,*  and  not  received  till  the  27th,  I beg  to  state 
that  the  accounts  of  this  Union  have  not  been  audited  since  the  3d  day  of  November  1840. 
This  I stated  in  my  letter  of  the  21st  instant. 

Mr.  Flanagan,  our  Inspector,  is  to  hold  an  inquiry  “on  Mr.  Robinson,  the  late  Clerk  of  this 
Union,  on  Friday  next,  the  3d  of  March,  as  to  the  accounts  not  being  made  up,  and  to  get 
the  books  posted  to  the  time  of  his  being  made  a paid  Guardian ; and  as  soon  as  they  are 
ready  to  be  submitted  to  the  Auditor  I will  inform  you  thereof. 

And  am,  &c. 

Rob.  J.  Stoney, 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  Clerk. 


No.  11,642/48. 

Gentlemen,  Longford,  March  6,  1848. 

1 have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  3d  instant  I proceeded  to  inquire,  as  directed 
bjryou  in  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  No.  7,772/48,  into  certain  charges  affecting  Mr. 

Robinson,  the  late  clerk  of  the  Union. 

The  charges  were,  first,  “ A certain  discrepancy  existing  between  the  amount  in  the  bands 
ot  the  Union  Treasurer,  as  stated  by  him,  and  the  sum  returned  by  Mr.  Robinson  on  his 
minutes. 


Secondly,  “Ihe  state  of  arrear  in  which  Mr.  Robinson  had  left  the  business  of  that  office, 
and  the  absence  of  all  vouchers,  invoices,  receipts,  See.,  which  must  have  been  in  his  custody 
as  clerk  to  the  Guardians.” 

In  reference  to  the  first  and  most  serious  of  these  charges,  I have  the  honour  to  report, 
that  after  a most  minute  investigation  (on  the  3d,  4th  and  5th  instant)  of  all  the  accounts  of 
this  Union,  including  the  Minute-book  since  the  month  of  January  1845,  the  Ledger  and 
Treasurer  s accounts,  as  audited  there,  and  the  Bank  Ledger,  in  which  the  account  with  this 
Union  is  kept,  I have  satisfied  myself  that  the  discrepancy  alluded  to  arose  entirely,  first, 
rom  certain  clerical  errors  (hereinafter  referred  to)  in  the  Minute-book;  and,  secondly,  from 
the  ditterence  of  the  mode  in  which  the  entries  of  monies  paid  are  made  in  that  book  and 
m the  treasurer  s account. 


The  sum  appearing  to  the  credit  of  Union  on  the  22d  January  1848  (the  last  dav  upon 
which  Mr.  Robinson  acted  as  clerk)  is  1,0637.  11  s.  id.  The  sum  returned-hy  the  treasurer 
upon  that  day,  as  m his  hands,  is  1,021 1.  6s.  id. 

Upon  reference  to  the  Minute-book,  from  January  1845,  and  calculating  all  sums  paid  and 
received  from  that  time  to  the  22d  January  1848,  it  appeared  that  there  were  several  errors 
of  computation,  and  that  the  true  balance  on  the  22d  January  1848,  as  made  up  from  the 
payments  and  receipts,  was  1,047/.  16s.  7 d.  v 

For  a considerable  time  I was  unable  to  reconcile  the  difference  between  that  sum  and  the 
bank  return  of  1,021 1.  6s.  4 d.  Upon  comparison,  however,  of  the  Bank  book,  and  of  the 
Minute-book,  1 succeeded  m doing  so  as  follows: — 

It  appears  that  in  the  sums  paid,  as  appearing  by  the  Minute-book,  all  sums  for  which 
cheques  have  been  drawn  are  treated  as  paid,  and  the  balance  struck  accordingly;  whereas 
m the.  treasurer  s book  no  sum  is  entered  as  paid  until  it  actually  have  been  so! 


In 
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In  the  balance  of  1,047 1.  15 s.  7 d.,  appearing  by  the  Minute-book,  certain  cheques  are  con-  Parsonstown  Union. 

sidered  as  paid,  which  in  fact  were  not  paid  until  after  the  22d  of  January,  and  for  which,  

therefore,  the  Treasurer  does  not  credit  himself.  And  the  account  at  that  date,  as  adjusted, 
is  as  follows : — 


The  Balance  from  Minute-book, 
£.1,047  15  7 


Balance  per  Treasurer’s  Account 
in  favour  of  Union, 
£.1,021  6 4 


Deduct  ( a ) Cheques  drawn  before  ^ 
the  22d,  and  not  paid  until  ^ £.24  11  2 

after  - - - - - ^ 

Sf;  £.996  15  2 


(«)  Viz.:- 

24  Jan.  Rev.  T.  Spain  £.12  10  - 
26  A.  Kertnan  - 5 18  6 

1 6 Feb.  J.  Kennedy  - - 6 2 8 

Torn.  - £.24  11  2 


Balance  in  favour  of  Union,  supposing  the  cheques  to  have  been  paid. 


But  from  the  balance  in  the  Minute-book  is  to  be  deducted  a sum  of  30/.,  the  amount  of 
a cheque  paid  to  a Mr.  Goodbody  on  the  26th  November  1847,  and  which  does  not  appear 
upon  the  Minute-book;  and  also  a sum  of  21/.  3 s.  10d.,  being  the  amount  of  interest  charged 
by  the  Treasurer  in  his  account,  upon  balances  appearing  against  the  Union  from  time  to 
time  since  the  30th  of  March  1844  : — 


£.1,047  15  7' 

Deduct  - 51  3 10 


£.  30 
£.  21 


- - Goodbody’s  Cheque. 

3 10  Interest  charged  by  Bank. 


£.51 


3 10 


Per  Treasurer’s  Audit  996  16  2 


£.-35  Difference  of  two  Accounts. 


In  order  still  further  to  test  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  Robinson’s  accounts,  I compared  the  sum 
apearing  by  his  minutes  with  that  struck  by  the  Auditor  at  the  date  of  the  last  audit,  on  the 
10th  October  1846,  and  found  that  it  agreed  with  it  all  to  2s,  or  3s. ; and, again,  I compared 
all  the  items  on  the  debtor  and  creditor  side  of  the  Treasurer’s  account  from  that  period  to 
the  present,  with  the  entries  in  the  Minute-book,  and  found  them  to  correspond  exactly. 

With  respect,  therefore,  to  the  first  charge,  I feel  much  pleasure  in  reporting,  that  in  my 
opinion  there  is  not  the  slightest  reason  for  imputing  the  least  fraud  to  Mr.  Robinson. 

The  discrepancy  between  the  two  sums  arose  from  a clerical  error,  to  a small  amount,  in 
a computation  extending  over  several  years,  and  also  from  the  credits  in  the  Treasurer’s 
account  for  interest,  and  the  30 1.  cheque  to  Mr.  Goodbody,  which  were  not  debited  in  the 
minutes ; and  the  omission  in  the  Treasurer’s  account  of  the  sum  of  24 1.  lls.  8 d.,  for  which 
credit  is  given  in  the  minutes. 

With  respect  to  Mr.  Goodbody’s  cheque,  it  is  right  to  add,  that  1 examined  the  cheque, 
and  found  that  it  had  been  duly  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  day  and  two  other  Guardians. 
There  were  large  payments  made  upon  that  day,  and  the  omission  from  the  minutes  appears 
to  have  been  wholly  accidental. 

With  reference  to  the  second  charge,  I compared,  as  already  stated,  all  the  debits  and 
credits  in  the  Treasurer’s  account  since  the  10th  October  1846  (the  date  of  the  last  audit) 
with  the  entries  in  the  Minute-book,  and  found  that  they  corresponded  exactly  with  the 
small  sum  of  12  s.  6 d.,  which  appears  to  have  been  lodged  with  the  Treasurer,  and  which  I 
did  not  find  recorded  on  the  minutes. 

For  eveiy  lodgment  I found  and  examined  the  corresponding  bank  receipts,  and  for 
eveiy  payment  the  cheque  which  had  been  drawn. 

The  receipts  I did  not  check  with  all  the  payments,  but  a large  bundle  of  them  was  pro- 
duced to  me,  with  dates  varying  from  the  10th  October  1846  to  the  22d  of  January  1848 ; 
and  from  the  comparison  which  I made  from  a few  of  them  taken  at  random  with  the  cor- 
responding payments,  I infer  that  they  are  all  accurate. 

The  monies  I did  not  either  compare  seriatim  with  the  payments;  some  of  them  I ex- 
amined and  found  regularly  signed,  and  compared  by  the  Finance  Committee  with  the 
orders  of  the  Board,  which  were  carefully  pinned  to  each. 

The  practice  in  the  Union,  as  stated  to  me  by  a member  of  that  Committee,  is  to  examine 
every  bill  with  the  orders  given,  to  ascertain  from  the  master  the  fact  of  the  delivery, 
and  by  reference  to  the  contracts  (where  they  exist)  the  prices  charged  for  the  different 
articles. 

The  bills  are  paid  eveiy  quarter,  and  the  amount  of  all  transcribed  (after  examined  by  the 
Finance  Committee)  upon  a sheet  of  paper,  which  is  signed  and  handed  to  the  clerk,  who 
prepares  the  cheques  accordingly. 

(170.  App.)  3 P 3 I believe 
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I believe  that  invoices  for  the  different  articles  supplied  since  the  last  audit  compared  as 
stated  ur  tbe  °rders  glven’  and  reSularly  examined  by  the  Finance  Commil.tee,  exist 
With  reference  to  the  receipts,  I feel  it  my  duty  to  add,  that  the  majority  of  them  appear 
to  have  been  given  but  a few  days  prior  to  Mr.  Robinson’s  appointment  as  Vice-Guardian. 

1 have  also  to  report,  that  the  Ledger  does  not  appear  to  have  been  posted  since  the 
last  audit. 

Mwc?  l&T1^  LedgCr  appears  t0  have  been  kept  UP  t0  the  Ilalf-year  ending  the  25th  of 

From  that  period  down  to  the  date  of  his  appointment,  no  entries  appear  to  have  been 
made  m that  book.  Mr.  Robinson  alleges  as  a reason,  that  the  contractors  for  the  half- 
year  ending  the  29th  of  September  were  not  paid  until  a short  time  previously  to  his 
appointment.  r J 

That  I find  to  be  the  fact,  although  I do  not  understand  the  force  of  the  argument 
It  would  appear,  however,  from  Mr.  Robinson’s  letter  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  flth 
September  184fi,  No.  28,270  U47,  that  he  was  u„der  the  impression  that  the  Union  accounts 
could  not  be  prepared  until  the  contractors  had  been  paid. 

In  conclusion  I would  beg  leave  to  state,  that  I fully  acquit  Mr.  Robinson  of  everything 
but  the  irregularity  first,  of  not  having  procured  receipts  for  the  different  payments  at  the 
time  they  were  made ; and,  secondly,  of  not  having  posted  his  Ledger  regularly, 
end  of  ^chbhalfeveart0  ^ ^ m°St  ^n‘°nS  the  Ledger  is  not,  in  fact,  posted  until  the 
I would  be?  leave  to  suggest  that  the  Guardians  be  directed  to  procure  a book  iu  which 

“dpaJ1?™48  sha11  be  regularly  entered,  to  be  submitted  to  them, 
as  directed  by  the  General  Regulations  on  every  Board-day. 

Had  tins  book  been  kept  hitherto,  the  error  which  had  crept  into  Mr.  Robinson’s 
mlllecessary1! W ^ ^ 'mmedlateIy  discovered  and  rectified,  and  this  inquiry  rendered 


To  tiie  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 


I have,  Sec. 

S.  Wotjlfe  Flanagan. 


I would  add,  that  the 
sonstown,  and  therefore 
papers. 


receipts,  &c.  were  locked  up  by  Mr.  Robinson  when  leaving  Par- 
were  not  found  by  Mr.  Stoney,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  Union 


No.  11,642/48. 

gjr  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

tJLJS  dlr®aiff  W6  5ommiss.ionerrs  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Rehef  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Report,  dated  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  vour 
recent  inquiry  into  certain  charges  affecting  Mr.  Robinson,  the  late  Clerk  of  the  Parsons- 
town Union ; and  I am  to  forward  to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  a letter  which  the 
Commissioners  have  addressed  to  Mr.  Robinson  on  the  subject.  Y 


To  S.  W.  Flanagan,  Esq.,  &c.  Sec.  See. 
Boyle. 


I have,  &c. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  11,832/48. 

Sir>  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

in  °r 

capacity  as  Clerk  of  that  Union  as  also  testimonial?*^?  ,?  of  7°ur  a?rvIce»  m your  late 
prfetors  of  the  Kenmare  Union  j and  iu  reDh  I si  “ f °{lhe,  Pn,nolPal  landed  pro- 
you  by  the  Commissioners  on  the  flth  instant?  ‘ leferyouto  the  letter  addressed  to 


To  Richard  Robinson,  Esq.,  Parsonstown. 


Bv  Order,  &c, 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary, 


No. 
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No.  14,081/48.  Parsonstown  Union. 

Gentlemen,  Parsonstown,  March  16,  1848.  

In  compliance  with  letters  of  the  9th  and  11th*  instant,  marked  Kenmare  and  Parsons-  * „. 
town,  No.  11,832,  I at  once  proceeded  to  make  up  the  accounts  of  the  Parsonstown  Union  Shonld  “el0th- 

for  the  two  half-years  ending  the  29th  of  September  1847.  They  are  now  ready,  and  will  on 
to-morrow  forward  copies  of  forms  of  A.  B.,  together  with  balances,  to  Mr.  Murray, 

Auditor. 

I have,  &c. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  Dublin.  Richard  Robinson. 


No.  14,855/48. 

Extract  from  Guardians’  Minutes,  dated  March  18,  1848. 

John  Wakburton,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Richard  Robinson,  the  late  Clerk,  produced  the  Ledger  of  this  Union,  settled  up  to 
the  29  th  of  September  1847. 


No.  15,744/48. 

Dear  Sir,  Parsonstown,  March  28,  1848. 

Mv  being  aware  how  much  pressed  you  are  by  business,  induces  me  to  apologize  for 
occupying  any  portion  of  your  valuable  time.  My  anxiety  is  increased  by  the  continual 
queries  of  my  friends  and  relatives  to  know  have  I heard  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
with  respect  to  my  re-appointment  as  Vice-Guardian,  or  what  1 purpose  doing  towards 
re-settling  my  family.  Fearing  for  a moment  any  person  should  think,  by  my  remaining  so 
long  without  hearing  from  the  Commissioners,  I was  in  anywise  under  a cloud,  tends  greatly 
to  my  uneasiness. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  in  their  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  promised  that  they 
would  re-consider  my  appointment  by  my  applying  myself  towards  making  out  the  accounts 
of  this  Union  up  to  the  29th  of  September  last,  which  I immediately  did,  and  notified  the 
same  to  the  Office  in  Dublin  on  last  Friday  week.  I also  forwarded  the  sheet  forms  to  the 
Auditor,  Mr.  Murray,  fearing  lest  such  notifications  had  not  been  before  the  Commissioners: 
M ay  I ask  you  to  make  the  inquiry  ? 

I am,  &c. 

Wm.  Stanley,  Esq.  Richard  Robinson. 


No.  15,744/48. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  ...  March  29,  1848. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  have 
had  before  them  your  further  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  in  which  you  renew  the  expression 
of  your  desire  to  be  appointed  Vice-Guardian  of  a Union  ; but  they  must  observe,  that  you 
appear  to  regard  their  letter  of  the  9th  instant  as  more  favourable  to  an  immediate  attain- 
ment of  your  object  than  its  terms  can  be  considered  to  warrant.  You  will,  however,  per- 
ceive, that  in  any  event  the  Commissioners  have  not  proposed  to  take  your  claim  to  re-ap- 
pointment as  a Vice-Guardian  into  consideration  until  after  the  audit  of  your  accounts  as 
Clerk  of  Parsonstown  Union. 

By  Order,  &c. 

To  Richard  Robinson,  Esq.,  Parsonstown.  Wm.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  XXXI. 

No.  11,832/48. 

Gentlemen,  Parsonstown,  March  6,  1848. 

I have  reason  to  believe,  that  Mr.  Wolfe  Flanagan,  your  Inspector,  in  reporting  on  the 
charges  which  led  to  my  removal  from  the  office  of  Vice-Guardian  of  Kenmare  Union,  has 
exonerated  me  from  all  blame  in  performance  of  my  duties  of  Clerk  of  Parsonstown  Union, 
except  negligence,  which  I trust  will  be  found  to  be  more  apparent  than  really  my  own,  as 
it  can  be  shown  to  have  originated  in  the  pecuniary  difficulties  of  the  Union  itself. 

Under  those  circumstances,  1 submit  for  your  consideration  a copy  of  a Resolution  passed 
unanimously  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Parsonstown  Union  on  the  4th  instant,  to 
record  the  Board’s  opinion  of  my  past  services  as  their  Clerk  ; also  letters  from  three  of 
the  principal  landowners  in  Kenmare  Union,  testifying  to  the  satisfaction  given  them  by  my 
execution  of  the  duties  of  a Vice-Guardian. 

(170.  App.)  3 p 4 I now, 
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I now,  therefore,  beg  to  offer  myself  again  to  your  notice  for  employment  as  a Vice- 
Guardian  ; and  having,  on  my  being  honoured  with  my  last  appointment,  given  up  my 
employment  in  Parsonstown  Union,  arid  removed  my  family  from  my  residence  there,  now 
occupied  by  Mr.  Pollock,  R.  Mv  1 trust  that  these  will  weigh  as  additional  considerations 
in  my  favour. 

I have,  &c. 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  Dublin.  Richard  Robinson. 


Dear  Sir,  Dromore  Castle,  Kenmare,  February  29,  1848. 

1 have  just  learned  that  you  have  been  removed  from  the  Guardianship  of  the  Kenmare 
Union,  and  I lose  not  a moment  in  the  expression  of  my  deep  regret  that  an  officer  of  such 
experience  and  efficiency  should  be  withdrawn  at  a time  and  under  circumstances  of  peculiar 
trials  and  difficulty.  I regret  your  removal,  also,  upon  personal  grounds,  inasmuch  as 
nothing  could  be  more  admirable  than  the  manner  in  which  you  have  supplied  and  sought 
out  those  who  were  real  objects  for  the  administration  of  relief,  and  the  lessening  of  undue 
taxation  on  the  other  hand;  nor  can  I adduce  a stronger  proof  of  my  assertion  than  the  fact, 
thatin  a population  consisting  of  close  on  5,000  individuals  in  the  Electoral  Division,  of  which 
I happen  to  be  the  proprietor  of  two-lhirds  of  the  land,  not  a single  individual  has  died 
from  want,  while  the  out-door  relief  scarcely  exceeds  12  l.  per  week.  Those  arc  facts  which 
speak  for  themselves,  and  need  no  further  eulogy.  I have,  therefore,  as  one  whose  property 
becomes  a matter  of  personal  interest,  so  far  as  taxation  is  concerned,  and  the  relief  of  the 
suffering  poor,  to  reiterate  my  great  regret  that  you  should  be  withdrawn  from  us, 

And  am,  &c. 

Denis  Mahony. 


No.  11,832/48.— (Enc.) 

Parsonstown  Union,  March  4,  1848. 

Resolved,— That  this  Board  having  been  made  aware  of  the  circumstances  which  have 
induced  the  removal  of  Mr.  Richard  Robinson  from  the  Vice-Guardianship  of  the  Kenmare 
Union,  are  unanimous  in  the  expression  of  their  regret  at  its  occurrence,  and  of  their  perfect 
confidence  in  the  diligence  and  in  the  zeal  invariably  evinced  by  Mr.  Robinson,  for  the 
nine  years  during  which  he  has  been,  as  their  clerk,  conducting  the  affairs  of  this  Union. 

Pending  the  careful  and  painstaking  investigation  now  being  instituted  by  the  Assistant- 
Commissioner,  Wolfe  Flanagan,  Esq.,  with  reference  to  certain  details  of  the  Union  accounts, 
the  Guardians  cautiously  abstain  from  any  expression  of  opinion  with  regard  thereto  ; but 
they  are,  at  the  same  time,  unwilling  to  leave  their  Board-room  on  this  occasion  without 
endeavouring  respectfully  to  impress  upon  the  Commissioners  their  unanimous  conviction  of 
the  integrity  and  energy  displayed  at  all  times  by  their  late  Clerk,  in  discharging  for  so  long 
a period  the  duties  of  his  office.  ° 

(signed)  Daniel  Molloy,  Chairman. 


Dear  Sir,  Duriguin,  Kenmare,  February  29,  1848. 

I heard  yesterday,  with  surprise  and  regret,  that  you  had  been  removed  from  the  Vice- 
Guardianship  ot  this  Union,  and  assure  you,  that  from  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which 
you  have  discharged  the  arduous  duties  of  that  office  since  you  came  amongst  us,  your 
kmdness  and  discrimination  in  relieving  the  suffering  poor,  and  the  anxiety  you  have  evinced 
to  save  from  ruin  the  overburthened  rate-payers,  by  procuring  grants,  &c.,  in  aid  of  the 
exhausted  funds  of  the  Union,  I consider  we  sustain  a serious  loss  in  your  removal,  and  one 
that  cannot  be  easily  or  well  supplied. 

Trusting  that  that  removal  may  be  of  advantage  to  yourself, 

Believe  me,  &c. 

To  Richard  Robinson,  Esq.  j>  p.  Bland. 


ige,  xv en marc, 


Richard  Robinson,  Esq. 


Dear  Sir,  F^uar  ' 28*  {££“ 

. ’ “ tlj  hear^  '',th  g,reat  resret  of  y°”  removal  from  this  Union,  asf  from'wlmt  I call 
Jomot  h!  Eft  We  l0S?,a  ™y."sef“1  and  efficient  officer,  and  one  who  I think  tally 
attended  M beneluo  ylrcelf  * S 1 *™“  your  removal  may  be 

Believe  me,  &c*. 

Jas.  Hickson,  D.  L. 

No.  11,642/48. 

q-  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

t Glr  J-  J 1 ,1  rt  • • „ March  9,  1850. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  inform  you,  that  they  have  received  a Report  from  their  Inspector,  Mr.  Flanagan, 
ofan  mqmry  into  certain  charges  brought  by  him  against  you,  relative  to  the  manner  in 
winch  yon  discharged  your  duty  while  holding  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Parsonstown  Union ; 

and 
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and  with  reference  thereto,  I aTn  to  state,  that  the  Commissioners  feel  satisfaction  at  that ' 
part  of  Mr.  Flanagan’s  Report  which  clearly  accounts  for  the  discrepancy  existing 
between  the  Minutes  and  the  Treasurer’s  hook  as  to  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
Guardians. 

The  Commissioners  regret  to  find,  however,  that  no  sufficient  explanation  can  be  given  of 
the  backward  state  in  which  you  left  the  accounts  of  the  Union ; the  non-payment  of  the 
contractors  for  provisions  being,  as  you  must  be  well  aware,  from  your  acquaintance  with 
the  form  of  the  Union  accounts,  an  impediment  to  the  half-yearly  statement  being  made 
up  of  the  receipts,  and  the  expenditure  incurred  on  behalf  of  the  several  Electoral  Divisions 
of  the  Union. 

The  Commissioners  think  that  you  should  not  have  applied  for,  and  accepted,  the  office 
of  Vice-Guardian  at  a time  when,  to  enable  you  to  do  so,  you  were  obliged,  as  Clerk 
of  the  Union,  to  have  the  accounts  of  the  Guardians  unprepared  for  two  half-years ; and 
they  recommend  you,  if  you  seek  for  further  employment  as  a Vice-Guardian,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  devote  yourself  to  the  completion  of  those  accounts,  by  giving  all  the  assistance 
in  your  power  to  the  present  Clerk. 

After  the  preparation  and  audit  of  those  accounts,  the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to 
take  your  claims  for  re-appointment  into  their  further  consideration. 


Parsonstown  Union. 


To  Richard  Robinson,  Esq. 
Parsonstown. 


By  Order,  &c. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


No.  22,617/48.— (Applications.) 

Gentlemen,  Parsonstown,  April  24,  1848. 

In  compliance  with  your  directions,  as  contained  in  your  letter  of  the.  9th  ultimo,  with 
reference  to  the  completion  of  the  accounts  of  this  Union  up  to  the  29th  of  September  last, 
I beg  to  state,  that  I have  forwarded  all  the  abstract  forms  connected  with  them,  they  having 
been  audited,  and  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

May  I now  seek  a continuance  of  that  confidence  which,  on  a former  occasion,  led  to  my 
appointment  as  a Vice-Guardian,  and  that  you  will  take  into  consideration  my  application 
to  be  re-appointed  to  that  office,  from  the  length  of  my  servitude  of  nine  years  ; the  testi- 
monials which  I placed  before  you  on  the  6th  ultimo ; the  accompanying  letter  which  I received 
from  the  Auditor  to  this  Union  (Mr.  Murray) ; also  the  opinions  expressed  in  my  favour  by 
the  Guardians  of  this  Union  (under  whom  1 served),  at  their  last  meeting  on  Saturday  last, 
which  they  entered  on  their  Minutes,  a copy  of  which  I likewise  forward,  whose  service  I 
relinquished  on  my  late  appointment ; and  to  a person  of  so  large  a family  as  seven  children 
employment  was  an  object.  Hoping  that  you  take  all  these  matters  favourably  into  con- 
sideration, 

I have,  &c. 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  Dublin.  Richard  Robinson. 


No.  22,017/48. 

Resolved, — That  we,  the  Guardians  of  the  Parsonstown  Union,  upon  signing  the 
abstracts  of  the  Union  accounts  up  to  the  29th  of  September  last,  are  desirous  of  testifying 
their  approval  of  the  manner  in  which  these  accounts  have  been  kept  by  their  late  Clerk 
(Mr.  Richard  Robinson)  for  the  period  of  nine  years,  during  which  he  filled  that  office ; 
and  they  feel  it  right  at  the  present  period  to  offer  this  testimony  in  his  favour,  because 
they  believe  that  the  recent  delay  in  the  completion  of  his  accounts  was  mainly  attributable 
to  the  pecuniary  difficulties  of  the  Union,  and  to  the  want  of  funds  to  make  the  necessary 
disbursements.  And  they  venture  to  express  a hope  that  the  zeal  and  efficiency  with 
which  he  served  the  Guardians  of  the  Union  for  so  long  a period,  and  which  led  to  his 
appointment  by  the  Commissioners  as  Vice-Guardian,  will  not  be  without  their  value  on 
his  application  for  a re-appointment  to  that  office. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Guardians, 

Board-room,  Saturday,  April  22,  1848.  . John  H.  Drought,  Chairman. 


I certify  the  foregoing  is  a true  copy  from  the  Minute-book. 

Robt.  L.  Stoney, 

April  24,  1848.  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Parsonstown  Union. 


(170,  App.) 


3 Q 
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No.  22,617/48. 

Sir,  Sheepwalk,  Arklow,  April  17,  1848. 

I am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  in  which  .you  express  a wish  that 
I should  give  mv'opinion  relative  to  the  state  in  which  you  arranged  the  accounts  for  audit 
while  you  were  Clerk  of  the  Parsonstown  Union  ; and,  in  reference  thereto,  I beg  to  state 
that  you  have  at  all  times  submitted  the  accounts  to  me  in  a satisfactory  state. 

I am,  &c. 

Mr.  Richard  Robinson.  J.  Murray. 


No.  22,617/48.  . p00r  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

Sir,  May  19,  1848. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Law  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  24th  ultimo,  in  which  you 
apply  to  be  re-appointed  as  Vice-Guardian ; and  I am  to  inform  you  that  your  applica- 
tion has  been  recorded  in  the  usual  manner,  but  that  the  Commissioners  cannot  hold  out 
any  prospect  of  your  being  re-appointed. 

By  Order,  &c. 

To  Richard  Robinson,  Esq.  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Parsonstown. 


No.  34,863/48. 

Gentlemen,  Parsonstown,  June  2,  1848. 

I have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  in  which  you  state 
that  you  cannot  hold  out  any  prospect  of  my  being  re-appointed  to  the  office  of  Vice- 
Guardian.  I hoped  from  the  several  communications  with  which  1 was  honoured  by 
you  on  this  subject,  that  on  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  the  Parsonstown  Union,  up 
to  the  29th  of  September  last,  my  application  for  re-appointment  would  have  received 
your  favourable  consideration.  To  that  subject  I have  applied  myself  with  as  much  cure 
as  was  in  my  power;  and  I believe  the  result  of  the  inquiries  made  by  Mr.  Flanagan  and  by 
your  Auditor  will  show  that  all  imputations  on  my  character,  as  connected  with  these 
accounts,  were  unfounded ; and  I think  it  will  appear  from  the  consecutive  Reports  on  the 
state  of  the  Parsonstown  workhouse  during  the  nine  years  in  which  I filled  the  office  of 
Clerk  of  this  Union,  from  the  resolution  of  the  Board,  unanimously  passed  on  the 

and  from  the  several  testimonials  which  I.  have  had  the  honour  to  submit 
to  you,  that  these  duties  were  discharged  faithfully  and  efficiently.  My  humble  labours 
under  the  Commission  for  so  long  a period  were  the  sole  grounds  upon  which  you, 
uninfluenced  by  patronage  or  solicitation,  conferred  upon  me  the  office  of  Vice-Guardian. 
On  its  acceptance  I was  obliged  to  resign  my  appointment  as  Clerk  of  this  Union.  By 
these  means  I am  now  without  either  office ; and  I still  humbly  and  respectfully  hope 
that,  on  a review  of  all  the  circumstances  of  my  case,  you  will  be  of  opinion  that  these 
services  which  (humble  as  they  were)  led  to  my  appointment  to  the  office  of  Vice-Guardian, 
should  not  be  instrumental  in  leaving  wholly  without  employment  an  officer  who  has  so  long 
laboured  in  your  service  to  the  best  of  liis  ability. 


To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  Dublin. 


I have,  &c. 

Richard  Robinson. 


No.  34,863/48. 

1 believe  the  statement  to  be  true,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  Mr.  Robinson  has  been 
hardly  used. 

Rosse. 


No.  34,863/48. 

I hereby  certify,  That  the  Treasurer’s  Accounts  of  the  Parsonstown  Union  have  been 
made  up  to  the  22dday  of  January  last,  being  the  time  Mr.  Robinson  left  this  Union. 

Parsonstown,  June  3,  1348.  Rout.  s,  Stosby,  Clerk. 


No.  34,863/48. 

q.  Boor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 

t blF,j-  x j L . ^ . . July  4, 1848. 

. Erected  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
in  Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  relating  to  the  appli- 
cations made  by  you  to  be  re-appointed  to  the.  office  of  Vice-Guardian,  whicfi  you  held  in 
Kenmare  Union ; and  in  reference  thereto  I am  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have  fully 
considered  your  communication,  and,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  they  are 
prepared  to  accede  to  your  request  when  a suitable  vacancy  occurs. 

The  Commissioners  expect  to  be  able  to  communicate  with  you  on  this  subject  again 
shortly,  and  they  wish  you  to  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  a Vice- 
Guardian  elsewhere. 


To  Richard  Robinson,  Esq. 
Parsonstown. 


By  Order,  &c. 

W.  Stanley, 

Secretary. 
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No.  510  M./48. 


(Copy.) 


t S,r* . . . , , _ . . Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  July  6,  1848. 

i am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  inform  you,  that  they  are  prepared  again  to  avail  themselves  of  your  services  as 
Vice-Guardian  m either  Mohill  or  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union ; but  that  before  proceeding  to 
the  Union  to  be  assigned  to  you,  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  that  you  should  come 
up  to  Dublin,  and  call  at  this  office,  at  some  time  between  half-past  three  and  six  o’clock, 


To  Richard  Robinson,  Esq. 
Parsonstown. 


By  Order,  &c. 

W.  Stanley, 

Secretary. 


No.  XXXII. 

(Copy.) 

To  Wm.  Stanley,  Esq. 

No.  24,837/50. 

Parsonstown,  April  27,  1850. 

Pray  excuse  me,  but  I cannot  devise  any  means  but  through  you  to  exculpate  the 
charges  brought  against  my  husband,  one  of  the  late  Vice-Guardians  of  the  Carrick-on- 
Shannon  Union.  I have  not  been  apprised  of  those  charges  until  within  the  last  few  days. 
Illness  (all  my  children  having  had  small-pock)  and  domestic  troubles  have  pressed  so 
heavily  on  me,  my  friends  concealed  those  publications.  The  first  I received  was  on 
Tuesday  week,  when  I immediately  forwarded  it  to  Mr.  Robinson  to  New  York.  When 
seeing  charges  against  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Mortimer,  I concluded  Mr.  Mortimer,  in 
explanation  of  himself,  would  have  exonerated  Mr.  Robinson,  both  having  acted  together  in 
the  part  relative  to  the  workhouse,  of  which  I know  very  little;  but  from  Mr.  Robinson’s 
determination  on  not  admitting  any  into  the  workhouse  but  those  who  destitution  com- 
pelled, not  allowing  the  paupers  out  of  the  workhouse  to  frequent  the  streets,  and  not 
succumbing  to  the  great  to  appoint  whom  they  pleased, — the  reason  why  Mr.  Robinson 
gained  so  little  popularity.  For  the  time  I resided  in  Carrick,  my  life  was  one  scene  of  the 
grossest  insult  from  those  causes.  I am  a very  humble  individual,  and  wish  much  to  pass 
through  life  unobtrusively  ; but,  if  necessary,  I would,  before  a thousand  worlds,  attest  that 
Mr.  Robinson’s  acts,  while  under  the  Poor  Laws  for  nine  years,  were  those  he  considered 
for  the  well-doing  of  his  duty  with  strictest  integrity.  Where  is  Mr.  Mortimer  ? Surely  he 
is  competent  to  explain  all  matters  : he  and  the  Marquess  Westmeath  were  intimate,— at 
least  Mr.  Mortimer  spoke  of  his  kindness  and  his  correspondence,  which  correspondence 
were  never  made  known  to  Mr.  Robinson.  I know  very  poorly  how  to  refute  charges,  but 
I feel  the  value  of  truth.  One  of  the  charges  by  Marquess  of  Westmeath, — Mr.  Robinson 
been  a needy  man  — I beg  to  enclose  you  his  rent-roll,  which  he  is  in  full  receipt  of. 
It  will  exculpate  the  Commission  on  the  point  of  his  not  been  eligible  to  hold  the  appoint- 
ment. Likewise  the  receipt  for  the  rent  of  the  house  we  occupied  from  Captain  Cox.  I 
paid  Mr.  Lauder,  the  Barony-cess  Collector,  I think,  3 l.  11  s.,  which  should  not  have  been 
collected  until  following  March.  I paid  it  in  November,  at  which  time  Mr.  Robinson’s 
appointment  ceased.  That  Mr.  Robinson  borrowed  money  is  true,  being  pressed,  by  his 
tenants  taking  advantage  of  his  not  being  on  the  spot  to  make  them  pay  their  rents ; but  to 
a person  with  his  personal  means,  10  l.  could  scarcely  be  considered  a matter  of  consequence 
until  his  rents  were  available.  1 have  had  a Pass-book  with  persons  who  were  contractors — 
for  all  persons  in  business  are  such  in  Carrick — but  I most  positively  affirm  I never  bought 
from  them,  their  being  contractors  ; and  that  what  I ordered  I fully  intended  paying  for, ° as 
our  rents,  &c.  come  due,  being  allowed  so  much  for  house  expenditure  by  Mr.  Robinson, 
who  never  interfered  where  or  how  I bought.  Nor  was  Mr.  Robinson  cognisant  of  those 
processes,  for  he  left  Carrick  on  the  12th  of  November,  to  send  me  money  from  home,  not 
intending  I should  return  until  Christmas ; but  those  persons  seeing  me  make  preparations 
to  leave  the  town,  when  Mr.  Francis  La  Touche  summoned  my  son,  who,  in  his  father’s 
absence,  took  out  his  dogs,  and  unfortunately  killed  a hare  on  his  brother’s  ground,  of 
which  ground  my  son  was  not  conscious.  The  Commissioners  are  aware,  from  the  repeated 
correspondence  from  Mr.  La  Touche  on  the  subject  of  not  appointing  liis  driver  to  be  rate- 
collector,  Mr.  Robinson  not  deeming  him  a sufficient  responsible  person  for  the  situation, 
that  Mr.  La  Touche  was  an  enemy  of  Mr.  Robinson’s,  for  when  he  and  Mr.  St.  George 
fined  my  son  in  the  full  penalty  of  10  l.,  or  a month’s  imprisonment,  when  expostulated 
respecting  the  triviality  of  the  offence,  his  reply  was,  he  was  determined  to  show  his  power 
to  Mr.  Robinson.  Why  Mr.  St.  George  agreed  with  him,  he  wa6  annoyed  that  a hare  had 
been  killed  on  a tenant’s  land  without  his  leave,  although  my  son  had  liberty  from  the 
tenant  in  possession,  and  his  Game  License.  Mr.  Kelly,  the  stipendiary,  joined  the  great; 
and  the  unprotected  boy,  left  with  me  and  six  small  children,  were  glad  to  leave  a place  as 
soon  as  possible  where  all  were  hostile.  His  father  petitioned  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
mitigate  the  penalty,  but  his  reply  was,  “ after  a minute  inquiry,  he  could  not  interfere.”  Of 
course,  those  to  whom  he  forwarded  the  petition  would  not  rescind  their  own  harsh  act. 
Why  I enter  so  minutely  into  this  circumstance  is,  that  you  may  see  its  consequences,  apd 
why  Mr.  Robinson  left  this  country.  In  September  I had  the  honor  of  waiting  off  you, 

(170.  App.)  3 R wishing 


Parsonstown  Union. 

Mohill  and  Carrick- 
on-Shaimon  Unions. 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 
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* 

Carrick-on-Shannon  wishing  to  know  might  Mr.  Robinson  expect  a further  appointment  after  November.  You 
Unio11,  gave  me  no  hope.  The  extreme  measure  taken  against  my  son  turned  him  against  re- 
maining in  this  country ; and  be  being  his  father’s  dearest  child,  but  a youth  of  20,  his 
father  said  he  would  go  with  him,  as  he  saw  no  means  of  employment  for  himself  and 
four  more  boys ; and  having  friends  in  America,  induced  him  to  see  could  he  do  something 
for  his  family,  leaving  me  to  have  his  affairs  settled,  and  to  sell  his  property.  Such  were  his 
reasons,  I positively  assert. 

I remain,  Sec. 

E.  Robinson. 


No.  24,837/50. 


TENANTS’  NAMES. 

Term  of  their  Leases. 

Landlord. 

Rente  payable 
by  each 
Tenant. 

| Amount 
of 

Head  Rent. 

Amount 

of 

Profit  Ront. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  3. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

John  Julian,  Esq. 

7 years  - 

- 

Earl  of  Rosse 

70 

- 

- 1 

- 

70 

- 

- ' 

Mrs.  M ‘Arthur  - 

Lives  renewable 

for 

- ditto 

10 

10 

_ 

. 

10 

10 

_ 

ever. 

John  Wetherall,  Esq.  - 

- ditto  - 

- 

- ditto 

13 

- 

- 

" 

- 

18 

- 

- 

Thomas  L.  Cooke 

- ditto  - 

- 

- ditto  - - ; 

27 

4 

7 

- 

27 

4 

7 

Captain  Richard  Woods  - 

Life  of  tenant  - 

- 

- ditto 

24 

- 

- 

- 

24 

- 

- 

William  Larkin 

Lives  renewable 

for"l 

Earl  of  Rosse 

■1 

f 

10  10 

-1 

ever,  with  fine 

W m.  (moulding 

j 3D 

0 

1 4 

“ 

Dr.  Thomas  Woods  - 

3 lives  - 

-1 

. . . . 

( 32 

6 

1i) 

Mrs.  Richard  WoodB  - 

3 lives  - 

Miss  Buohannan  - 

35 

1 

42  - 

_ 

40 

7 

9 

Michael  Molloy 

Lives  renewable 

for 

ever,  with  fines 

• 

l16 

- 

- J 

John  Murphy  - 

Life  of  tenant,  or 

an 

years 

Thos.  Hackett,  Esq. 

\ 35 

“ 

:} 

9 5 

6i 

55 

14 

H 

Messrs.  Faston  and  Muir  - 

31  years  - 

-J 

Mr.  Maunion  ... 

Lives  renewable 

for 

Wm.  Goulding 

4 

4 

- 

- 11 

1 

3 

12 

11 

Catherine  Ryan 

3 lives  - 

- 

4 

4 

- 

- 18 

6J 

3 

5 

6J  . 

William  Meara 

For  ever  - 

- 

| Earl  of  Rosse 

79 

- 

- 

- 

79 

- 

- 

Total  - - £. 

409 

19 

4 

64  9 

9 

346 

10 

3 

No.  24,837/50. 

Received  from  Richard  Robinson,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  11 l.  5 s.  sterling,  being  in  full  of  a 
quarter’s  rent  due  to  Charles  Cox,  Esq.,  out  of  his  holding  in  house  and  offices  in  Carrick- 
on-Shannon,  ending  the  25th  of  September  1849  (nine). 

Dated  this  20th  day  of  November  1849  (nine). 


Charles  Cox. 


No.  24,837/50. 

Madam,  . . April  30,  1850. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
Ireland  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  relating  to  your 
husband’s  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Vice-Guardian  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon 
Union,  and  to  his  absence  from  this  country,  and  I am  to  express  the  Commissioners’  thanks 
for  your  communication. 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  state  when  Mr. 
Robinson  left  this  country  for  America. 

I have,  &c. 

To  Mrs.  E.  Robinson,  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Parsonstown.  


No. 
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No.  25,423  50. 

Parsonstown,  Mav  1 1850 

. I*  reP !/  t0  yo“r  favour  of  tha  30th  instant,  I beg  to  say  Mr.  Robinson  sailed  for  America 
in  the  Kate  Hunter,  the  3d  of  February.  1 

I am,  &c. 


Carrick-on-Shannon 

Union. 


Wm.  Stanley,  Esq. 


Eliza  Robinson 


Appendix  C. 


Relief  given  to  Catharine  Foley,  Mary  Baker,  Frances  Cramer  and 
others,  from  Carrick-on-Shannon  Workhouse. 

Catherine  Foley,  16  years  of  age,  orphan,  was  admitted  to  the  workhouse  on  the  17th 
of  October  1846,  and  was  discharged  the  7th  of  April  1848  ; re-entered  on  the  30th  No- 
vember 1848,  and  discharged  as  an  emigrant  to  Australia  the  5th  March  1849. 

Mary  Baker,  or  Becker,  entered  the  1st  April  1847,  and  discharged  the  24th  July  1848.  Mary  Baker,  been 

_ . mi  ■ i11  Workhouse. 

trances  Cramer,  lhere  is  no  record  on  the  books  of  the  workhouse  that  she  was  ever  2064. 

appointed  to  act  as  assistant  matron ; neither  does  there  appear  any  order  on  the  Minute 
Book  for  her  being  allowed  officer’s  rations.  She  was  for  some  time  acting  as  servant  to  the 
late  matron,  who,  I am  informed,  was  very  kind  to  her,  and  fed  her  from  her  own  table  • 
but  from  inquiries  made  of  different  persons  in  the  house,  it  appears  she  never  did  receive 
officer’s  rations,  which  could  not  have  been  issued  without  its  appearing  on  the  Check  and 
Provision  Account. 

Mary  Dillon,  alias  Connell.  The  husband’s  name  appears  on  the  Application  and  Report 
Book,  as  Thomas  Connell,  Mary  his  wife,  and  two  children  under  age.  This  family 
received  out-door  relief  on  the  13th  March  1848,  by  order  of  Mr.  O’Reiley,  Vice-guardian' • 
stated  to  be  in  consequence  of  the  medical  officer’s  certificate  that  the  husband  laboured 
under  a disease  of  the  heart.  This  relief  was  discontinued  on  the  18th  August  1848,  when 
the  family  were  ordered  to  the  workhouse  by  Mr.  Robinson,  Vice-guardian.  There  appears 
no  evidence  on  the  books  to  show  that  this  case  had  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Vice-guardians  between  the  above  dates.  On  the  20th  November  1848,  this  family  made  20  November  1848. 
another  application  for  relief,  and  was  ordered  to  the  workhouse  on  the  2d  December  1848 
by  Mr.  O’Reiley,  Vice-guardian. 

April  the  10th,  1849.  A fresh  application  for  relief,  which  was  refused,  on  the  ground  that 
the  man  was  in  possession  of  more  land  than  allowed  by  the  law. 


May  the  9th,  1849.  Another  application  for  relief,  when  1J  stone  of  Indian  meal,  per 
week,  was  ordered  by  Mr.  Mortimer. 

July  14th,  1849.  The  family  is  ordered  into  the  workhouse  by  Mr.  Robinson;  they  come 

in  on  this  order,  and  on  the  19th  of  same  month  are  discharged  on  out-door  relief  at  the 
recommendation  of  the  medical  officer,  when  li  stone  of  Indian  meal  is  ordered  on  the  24th 
of  same  month  by  Mr.  Mortimer ; on  the  28th  of  same  month  this  relief  is  discontinued 
altogether  by  Mr.  Mortimer. 

On  8th  November  1849,  a new  application  to  the  Local  Board  of  Guardians,  when  1^  stone 
of  Indian  meal  was  ordered  by  Mr.  C.  R.  Peyton,  for  one  week ; on  the  14th  November  1849 
this  was  discontinued. 

No  further  relief  appears  to  have  been  given  to  this  family. 

P.  G.  Haymes,  (l.  s.) 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


May  1849. 
July  1849. 


Mr.  Rutherford  was  appointed  apothecary  of  the  workhouse  on  the  26th  February  1848  • 
got  leave  to  resign,  and  did  so,  on  the  24th  February  1849.  . 

I hereby  certify,  that  the  several  extracts  herein  contained  were  taken  by  me  from  the 
different  books  of  the  Union,  in  compliance  with  the  desire  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
and  for  the  information  of  Captain  E.  Wynne. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  this  11th  day  of  June  1850. 

P.  G.  Haymes,  (L.  s.) 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


(170.  Apf.) 


3 r 2 


John 
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John  Connel,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  appear  to  have  received  out-door  relief  by 
an  order  of  the  Local  Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  28th  of  November  1849,  for  five  weeks 
ending  the  5th  January  1850,  at  which  time  they  were  offered  a ticket  to  the  workhouse 
which  they  refused.  * 

Note.-' -This  entry  appears  to  me  to  have  been  made  subsequently,  as  it  stands  between 
the  dates  of  30th  November  and  1st  December.  The  relieving  officer  states,  he  turned 
over  two  leaves,  and  consequently  had  to  go  back ; this  does  not  appear  to  me  to  have  been 
the  case  ; again,  this  entry  is  initialed  D.B.  alone  ; the  others,  before  and  after  it,  are  all 
initialed  P.  B. ; again,  in  one  book  this  family  is  ordered  for  admission  to  the  workhouse  on 
the  14th  November,  whilst  in  another  book  (the  Relief  List),  they  received  relief  on  the 
week  ending  tne  17th  November,  and  continued  so  to  receive  relief  until  the  week  ending 
the  5th  January  1850,  notwithstanding  the  order  for  their  receiving  relief  was  not  made  until 
the  28th  November.  The  relieving  officer  states,  that  he  gave  a week’s  provisional  relief 
to  the  family  before  the  order  was  made,  but  this  only  accounts  for  one  week  whilst  it 
appears  the  family  received  two  weeks’  relief  without  ah  order ; altogether  the  case  appears 
to  me  very  suspicious,  and  I cannot  but  conclude,  from  the  appearance  of  the  books,  that 
either  they  have  been  tampered  with  or  that  the  whole  transaction  is  most  informal. 


Frances  M'Nama,  alias  Cramer,  with  two  sons,  George  and  Francis,  were  admitted  to 
the  workhouse  on  the  2d  September  1848 ; she  appears  to  have  quitted  the  house  (without 
her  children)  on  the  24th  September  1849,  but  whether  discharged  or  absconded  cannot  be 
ascertained,  from  the  mutilated  state  of  the  register  of  1848,  where  such  observation  would 
appear;  she  is  re-admitted  on  the  28th  September  1849,  after  only  four  days’  absence  and 
appears  to  hare  remained  in  the  house  since  that  period  up  to  the  present.  ’ 

On  the  10th  of  January  1849,  she  was  delivered  of  a female  child,  which  was  christened 
Donnelly3-016  of  Ehzabeth  Donnelly,  the  mother  stating  that  her  husband’s  name  was 

One  of  her  sons  died  in  the  workhouse  some  time  in  the  year  1849  : the  other,  with  the 
daughter,  are  alive,  and  still  in  the  house.  ’ 

JVote.— The  date  of  her  admission  is  taken  from  the  In-door  Relief  List,  as  also  the  dates 
of  her  leaving  and  re-admission. 

hoL\eofbthru^mhat  ‘he  C°nlentS  °f  ‘hiS  P‘p6r  are  true  extractB  taken  ^ me  flom  lhe 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  this  14th  day  of  June  1860. 

P ■ G.  Hai/mes,  (i.  s.) 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector, 
Captain  Royal  Navy. 


(No.  236.) 

maS^S,nrn|ells1w.Wi  *«*d  11  ’ 

faS^d  Mng  b fhelme  house0.'  a“  the  aW  1™- 

By  the  Relief  List,  Jane  Harrison,  alias  Harra°-an  alias  Willia-mc  snnou™  - . 

out-door  relief  ftom  the  week  ending  the 

sWlIbg^d  seven^ ^'p^eZlfpSnf  S“  We,ik8'  ^ am°Unt  °f  which  iB  in 

haFn^uM 

name  would  appear  on  the  ApplicatiolanK^  B°> 

It  does  not  appear  on  the  books  that  any  order  was  made  for  her  nnH  W i j- 
?Ccri848.  peri0d  Sheceascdt0  receive  out-door  relief,  viz.  the  n&ttgZ  Z 

The  mother,  Jane  Williams,  and  her  son  Alevnnrlor  „„ 

after  the  daughter  Jane  Harrison  and  her  infant  were  discontinued rcC'l‘',e  rellef  for21  weeks 
The  Relieving  Officer,  Mr.  Laird,  could  give  no  evnlnrin+inr,  . , 

he  supposes  that  either  her  husband  had  returned  or  that  it  wm  f h SV,klect>  further  than 
to  out-door  relief;  he  does  no,  recollect  8 6 W*8  ”°l  “““ 

LjrCerffythat  the  above  are  true  extract,  from  t he  books  of  the  relieving  officer,  Mr. 

Si:L“mder  my  hand  ‘hi8  “ dly  °f  JUM  185°-  “ Carrick-on-Sha„„on,  county 

P.  G.  Haym,,,  (L.  t ) 

Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 
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Appendix  D. 


Extiuct  from  Application  Book,  Carrick-on-Shannon  and  Killncan  District. 
No.  236.  Widow  Jane  Williams,  60  years,  used  to  support  herself  by  washing,  and  is 


Alexander  - - - n years. 


nearly  past  her  labour. 


No.  237.  Jane  Harrison,  20  years,  used  to  support  herself  by  washing. 

J ames  - - 9 months. 

fo"elief-7,January  1848>  for  all  four  parties.  Ordered  one  stone  of  meal  by 
Mr.  O Kelly,  on  the  28th  January  1848,  till  further  orders. 


Relief  List  ; — Relief  commencing  Week  ending  29  January  1848. 


DeBerted  by  Husband 
or  Father. 

Orphans 

and 

Children 
relieved 
without  either 
Parent. 

Names  of  Persons  Relieved. 

Wives. 

Children 
under  15. 

29. 

•80. 

31. 

Alexander  Williams  - 

Went  to  England 
7 June  1848. 

1 

1 

- - 

3 July  1850.  Wm.  Laird 


I certify  to  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Union  myself,  and  that  the  above  is  a true 
extract  m each  case.  uc 

16  July  1860.  Westmeath. 


County  of  Leitrim  and\  T „ _x 

Roscommon,  to  wit.  J i ’ Thomas  Williams,  of  Carrick-on-Shannon, in  the  county  Leitrim 
do  most  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  and  affirm,  that  I have 
known  for  many  years  Jane  Williams,  late  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  also  her  daughter  Jane 
Williams,  otherwise  Haraghan ; the  first-named  Jane  Williams  was  married  to°Alexander 
Williams,  an  uncle  of  mine,  who  died  about  eight  years  ago ; and  she,  the  said  Jane  Williams 
has  not  to  ray  knowledge,  and,  as  I believe,  has  not  since  been  married;  and  I make  this 
solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true. 

Thomas  Williams. 


Taken  and  acknowledged  before  me,  this  3d  day  of  July  1850,  one  of  Her  Maiestv’s 
Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  said  county  Leitrim.  J J 

( Signature  illegible.) 

I certify  that  the  above  voluntary  declaration  was  made  in  my  presence,  at  Carrick-on- 
Shannon. 


10  July  1850. 


Westmeath. 


I,  William  Laird,  of  Killucan,  Relieving  Officer  for  the  Electoral  Division  of  Carrick- 
on-Shannon,  in  the  Union  of  Carrick-on-Shannon,  do  certify,  that  Jane  Williams  of 
Carrick-on-Shannon,  was  receiving  out-door  relief  in  said  Electoral  Division  in  the  vear 
1848  ; and  that  she  was  inserted  in  the  Relief  List  as  being  deserted  by  her  husband  although 
I have  no  doubt  but  she  was  a widow,  her  husband  having  been  dead  for  some  years.  ° 

3 July  1860.  Wm.  UjM 

I certify  that  the  abore  certificate  waB  made  and  eigned  at  Carrick-on-Shannon  in  mv 
presence.  J 

16  July  186°-  Westmeath. 


(170.  App.) 


3 r 3 


Proposed 
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APPENDIX  : SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE 


Proposed  by  John  B.  Hogg,  Esq.,  Seconded  by  Thomas  Kirkwood,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  in  consequence  of  a charge  of  intoxication  having  been  preferred  against 
the  nurse  of  the  Infirmary,  Bridget  Gibbons,  we  minutely  and  patiently  investigated  into 
the  charge,  and  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  was  a loose  and  unfounded  falsehood, 
and  that  our  estimate  of  this  woman’s  services,  as  a most  useful,  sober  and  intelligent  person, 
remains  unchanged  and  undiminished. 

Copy  of  a Resolution  passed  by  the  Board  at  their  meeting  of  the  12th  June. 

(A  true  copy.) 

4 July  1850.  (Seal.)  P.  Clarke. 


BOYLE  UNION. 


Board  Room,  Workhouse,  Boyle,  Ireland, 
1st  July  1850. 

Extract  of  the  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Guardians  of  the 
Boxle  Union,  showing  the  Dates  upon  which  Captain  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law 
Inspector,  attended  the  Meetings  of  the  Board  in  the  Months  of  December  1848  and 
January  1849. 


Tuesday,  5 December  1848,-| 
continued  adjourned  to  6th,  l 
7th  and  8th  December  - J 


Present,  H.  D.  Spratt, 


►Vice-Guardians. 


Kerry  M’oone,  j *Cf 
Capt.  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Tuesday,  12  December  1848,  Present,  IT  D.  Spratt,  |ViM.Guardian8. 

Capt.  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


Tuesday,  16  January  1849,  Present,  att  Sjratt,  }Vice-<5uardianS. 

Capt.  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 
Tuesday,  23  January  1849,  Present,  H.  D.  Spratt,  ly  p ,■ 

Kerry  Moone,/Vlce’  uar  ian  * 

Capt.  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

Tuesday,  30  January  1849,  Present,  H.  D.  Spratt,  \y.  r,  .. 

Kerry  Moone,J  v 

Capt.  Wynne,  Temporary  Poor  Law  Inspector. 


I certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a true  extract  taken  from  the  Minnie  Book  of  the  Boyle 
Union. 

Robert  Plunkett, 

Clerk  of  Union. 


Extract  from  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Vice-Guardians,  of  the 
24th  October  1849. 

The  Guardians  having  discovered  on  Friday  last  that  the  paupers  of  the  Jamestown 
Auxiliary  were  not  getting  their  due  allowance  of  milk, 

Resolved,  That  there  being  sufficient  room  in  the  Workhouse,  that  they  be  removed 
thereto  until  a further  pressure  appears  in  the  house,  and  that  the  Master  and  Matron  of 
Jamestown  be  suspended;  in  the  mean  time  Mr.  Carden  taking  charge  of  the  place. 

John  B.  Clarke, 

Clerk  of  Union. 

I certify  the  enclosed  to  be  the  writing  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union. 

Westmeath. 


Appendix; 
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Appendix  E. 


Observation  of  Colonel  Clarke  on  the  Report  of  Captain  Haymes,  of  an 
Inquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  Bridget  Gibbons. 

No.  40,627/50. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir»  . 18  July  1850. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  I am 
directed  by  the  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland 
to  enclose  herewith  a copy  of  the  Observation  of  Colonel  Clarke,  Poor  Law  Inspector,  on 
the  Report  of  Captain  Haymes,  with  respect  to  his  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Bridget 
Gibbons,  employed  as  a nurse  in  the  Carrick-on-Shannon  Union  Workhouse. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

To  C.  H.  Congreve,  Esq.  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

Assistant  Clerk  of  Commiltee, 

House  of  Lords,  London. 


Copy  Observation. 

In  forming  an  opinion  on  this  case,  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  Apothecary  represented 
to  Captain  Haymes,  that  nurse  Gibbons  had  spread  some  reports  injurious  to  his  character, 
and  requested  an  investigation,  and  it  appears  that  it  was  at  his  instance  a watch  was  kept 
for  her  return  to  the  workhouse.  He  states  that  he  gave  such  directions  in  consequence  of 
the  Master  having  said  that  she  had  returned  to  the  workhouse  drunk  on  a former  occasion ; 
but  the  Master  swears  that  it  was  reported  to  him  by  a pauper,  that  the  nurse  had  returned 
under  the  influence  of  liquor,  but  that  he  did  not  believe  it.  All  the  witnesses  agree  that 
the  nurse  was  not  addicted  to  drink.  It  is  not  a little  remarkable  that  the  principal  witness 
against  her,  James  M'Grath,  should  within  a few  days  be  subjected  to  a charge  of  a similar 
nature,  and  I am  strongly  disposed  to  the  opinion,  that  an  old  woman  returning  from  a long 
walk,  might  be  flurried,  and  the  expectation  being  held  out  that  she  might  return  under 
the  influence  of  liquor,  led  persons  to  believe  that  she  was  so. 

W.  A.  Clarke. 

27  June  1850. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


